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INTRODUCTION 


The Introduction to the first Volume of this series, DEBATES OF THE 
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF UNITED CANADA, 1841, included a history of parlia- 
mentary reporting in Britain, Upper and Lower Canada, and of course Union 
Canada. Parliamentary reporting was both an institution inextricably bound 
up with Parliament, and a profession under the patronage of the commercial 

ress. Its constitutional and practical development was traced, including the 
influences of the ancestral British system upon its derivative Canadian 
transplants. In the Chapters dealing specifically with the Canadas, the local 
conditions which in their turn modified the original British model were 
discussed in detail. The most important of these were: the bilingualism 

of the Lower and United Canada Legislatures; the poverty of Canadian editors 
and the small size of their newspapers; the political biases of parliamentary 
reporters who also lacked stenographic skills; and poor accommodations and 
worse acoustics in the House. The result of all this was that on the whole, 
Canadian parliamentary reporters were limited to providing third person 
summaries of the speeches. Essentially, parliamentary reporting was a 
politically-oriented profession which was also an integral part of the world 
of journalism. 

All kinds of data about parliamentary reporting as an institution and 
as a profession were considered: the policies of its newspaper patrons; 
its techniques; the skills and foibles of its personnel; and the problems 
such as accommodation faced by the reporters. The other record of parlia- 
mentary proceedings, the official JOURNALS, was also analysed. On the 
basis of this analysis of reports and JOURNALS, a methodology was elaborated 
which involved collating the reports and integrating them into the JOURNALS. 
The object of that methodology was to produce a verisimilar record of the 
parliamentary debates and proceedings. Since verbatim reporting was virtually 
unknown, verisimilitude was the only possible goal. Various problems were 
anticipated and their solutions incorporated into the methodology. Each 
methodological step was explained and then implemented, thus producing the 
Canadian HANSARD. 

The theoretical methodology remains unchanged for reconstructing the 
debates of the years following 1841, with only some changes in practical 
application. The most important change from one year to the next is the 
basic source material, the newspapers containing the parliamentary reports. 
Twenty-one newspapers were consulted for the session of 1848, the chief 
characteristics of which are described in the following table. 


Ber In this way the entire text of the JOURNALS is reproduced in the recon- 
structed HANSARD. Also included are references to Appendices to the 
JOURNALS, although these Appendices, often volumes long, are not repro- 
duced in this work, nor mentioned in our Index. 
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The reasons for including such newspapers as the BATHURST COURIER, the 
CHATHAM GLEANER, the EXAMINER, the COBOURG STAR, the HAMILTON SPECTATOR, the 
MORNING CHRONICLE, the PACKET and the ST. CATHARINES JOURNAL were explained 
in detail in the Introduction to Volume 1. Briefly, they printed parliamentary 
reports collated from various available sources. Thus they provide a check 
against missing debates from single issues or even entire newspaper runs which 
have not been preserved. 

The technique used to footnote the collated debates does more than 
identify the sources from which material was drawn. The footnotes also 
explain any variations in the methodology, and give certain details useful 
for understanding the debates. There are five main rules for footnotes. 

1) The transcribed text of each speaker's words is identified. When alternate 
texts are presented, the sources for each text are given. When a single speech 
has been reconstructed from reports in more than one newspaper, the source of 
each specific portion of the speech is identified. 2) All alternate sources 
which have been consulted but not selected are noted, except for reports 

which just copied the JOURNALS. Included in the alternate sources mentioned 
are those papers whose reports were either copied, edited or paraphrased from 
another paper, with the original source noted. 3) Commentaries on the debate 
in question are noted, and in a few cases, are transcribed verbatim. 4) The 
footnotes include any additional information necessary to explain the method- 
ology adopted in dealing with situations which do not conform to any of the 
models described. 5) One of this project's fundamental assumptions is 

that the JOURNALS’ account of proceedings was correct though not always 
complete. However, there are occasional discrepancies between the JOURNALS 

and the newspaper reports. These discrepancies are always noted. For 

example, sometimes the names of movers and seconders are different in the 
newspapers and the JOURNALS. In these cases the names cited by the news- 

paper are listed in a footnote. 

The Appendices to each day's proceedings are entirely supplementary 
to the JOURNALS. The Appendices contain: 1) notices of proposed motions, 
petitions and bills; 2) debates on withdrawn motions; and 3) questions 
and answers. A substantial part of the Appendices consists of notices of 
motions. Debates on withdrawn motions are more interesting because they 
appear nowhere in any official record, whereas the measures of which notice 
was given appear later in the JOURNALS as a normal part of the legislative 
activity. The third category in the Appendices is for questions and answers. 
Despite their importance, they were not recorded in the JOURNALS unless 
incorporated into a formal motion or address. All questions and answers 
reported in the newspapers are included in the Appendix for the appropriate 
day. 

The technical forms of this volume remain unchanged from those of pre- 
ceding volumes: 1) The spelling of speakers’ names at the opening of 
each individual speech has been standardized. Changes from the spelling 
in the newspaper are not noted. The names most commonly misspelled in 
newspapers are McNab, M'Nab instead of MacNab; McFarlane or MacFarlane 
instead of McFarland; and various spellings of Macdonald and Macdonell. 

All spelling of names within a speech is left unchanged, however. 2) When- 
ever a member was reported to have spoken in English or in French, this fact 


iv 


is noted. For example, "Mr. Cauchon (in French)", whether or not there 
exists a report of the speech in the language of delivery. 3) A system of 
double pagination is used. The parenthesized page numbers on the left-hand 
side refer to the page of the JOURNALS while the centred number is our own. 
4) Seven of the newspapers are referred to in abbreviated form, L'AURORE 
DES CANADAS as L'AURORE, the BRITISH WHIG, AND GENERAL ADVERTISER as the 
BRITISH WHIG, the HAMILTON SPECTATOR AND JOURNAL OF COMMERCE as the HAMILTON 
SPECTATOR, the PACKET AND WEEKLY COMMERCIAL GAZETTE as the PACKET, the 
PILOT AND JOURNAL OF COMMERCE as the PILOT, the PRINCE EDWARD GAZETTE AND 
BAY OF QUINTE ADVERTISER as the PRINCE EDWARD GAZETTE, and the ST. CATHARINES 
AND PORT ROBINSON JOURNAL as the ST. CATHARINES JOURNAL. 5) The various 
parentheses used in the newspapers are represented in our text by ( ). 
6) Double parentheses always contain our own comments, explanatory notes or 
suggestions. Only the word "sic" is contained within a single parenthesis. 
7) Words such as "expence", “controul", "“surprize", and "tems'' which were 
misspelled as often as not, are reproduced without the word "sic". 8) When 
for the sake of clarity we must interpolate a word, we stay as close as 
possible to the usual style of the newspaper. 9) When it is necessary to 
reconstruct a sentence from excerpts drawn from more than one source, the 
problem of punctuation becomes acute. The strict application of ellipsis, 
added to the necessary footnote number, is both unwieldy and difficult to 
assimilate at first reading. As a result, another means of expressing the 
ellipsis had to be devised. A simple method was adopted, which is also used 
in sentences which are not reproduced in full, but are cut off before the end. 
Appropriate punctuation integrates the various excerpts, replacing the 
awkward ellipses. This editorially imposed punctuation is indicated by the 
simple expedient of placing the footnote reference immediately following the 
text, but before our punctuation. Conversely, whenever a footnote follows 
punctuation, that punctuation has been reproduced from the text of the news- 
paper. For example, the sentence "SIR ALLAN MACNAB said that he would go 
to town....+ he meant to the town of Three Rivers....% as soon as possible.. 
becomes "STR ALLAN MACNAB said that he would go to be Oi he meant to the 
town of Three Rivers*, as soon as possible3." 

The style and methodology are designed in all ways to achieve the 
goal of a verisimilar account of the debates of the Legislative Assembly. 
The texts are completely unretouched; even grammatical and spelling errors 
remain uncorrected. One of the reasons for this decision to sacrifice style 
to fidelity was that the reader or student can best use his own judgment 
if he has the original material before him. He can then decide how to use the 
material: he can reproduce it exactly, or he can edit it and improve upon 
its style in whatever way he judges most appropriate. The only editing imposed 
upon the work was never for purposes of literary style, but only to render 
collated passages less disjointed, truncated and confusing. The criterion 
was never that a passage was awkwardly phrased, but rather that it was in- 
coherent. For example, even the habitual tense changes were never altered 
to make them consistent so that not infrequently speakers in one debate are 
reported each in a different tense. In a fairly typical debate, "Sir Allan 
MacNab thinks" while "Captain Steele said" and "Mr. Cooke had opposed."' The 
real editing work occurred in the earlier stage of the work, when the passages 
here reproduced as the reconstructed debates were selected. Therefore all 
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elegancies of language are gratuitous, and such texts were invariably selected 

for content and not because of the felicity with which they were expressed. 
This manuscript was typed in its final form by Mrs. Joan Riley, Miss 

Halina Monkiewicz and Miss Shirley Kerman. Miss Irene Bilas prepared and 

typed the very complex subject index. Miss Louise Tremblay also assisted 

in the production of this volume. The following pages are a testimony to 

their careful labour and patience. 
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THIRD PARLIAMENT - FIRST SESSION 
25 February 1848 to 23 March 1848 


BADGLEY, William 
Member of the Executive Council: 
Attorney General, L.C.: 


BRUNEAU, Francois Pierre 
Member of the Executive Council: 
Receiver General: 
Member of the Legislative Council: 


CAMERON, John Hillyard 
Member of the Executive Council: 
Solicitor General, ieee 


CAVITE me elaleterm 
Member of the Executive Council: 
Inspector General: 


DALY, Dominick 
Member of the Executive Council: 
Provincial Secretary, Canada: 


MACDONALD, John Alexander 
Member of the Executive Council: 
Commissioner of Crown Lands: 


MCGILL, Peter 
Member of the Executive Council: 
Member of the Legislative Council: 


Speaker of the Legislative Council: 


MORRIS, William 
Member of the Executive Council: 


President of the Executive Council: 


Member of the Legislative Council: 


SHERWOOD, Henry 
Member of the Executive Council: 
Attorney General, U.C.: 


23 April 1847 to 10 March 1848 
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22 May 1847 to 10 March 1848 
1 July 1846 to 10 March 1848 


6 August 1845 to 10 March 1848 
6 August 1845 to 10 March 1848 


13 February 1841 to 10 March 1848 
1 January 1844 to 10 March 1848 


11 May 1847 to 10 March 1848 
8 December 1847 to 10 March 1848 


31 May 1847 to 10 March 1848 
9 June 1841 to 28 September 1860 
21 May 1847 to 10 March 1848 


2 September 1844 to 10 March 1848 
22 May 1847 to 10 March 1848 
9 June 1841 to 29 June 1858 


29 May 1847 to 10 March 1848 
29 May 1847 to 10 March 1848 


a The Solicitor General for Lower Canada, Joseph Edouard Turcotte, was not a 


member of the Executive Council. 
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25 February 1848 to 23 March 1848 


AYLWIN, Thomas Cushing 
Member of the Executive Council: 11 March 
Sout eEeOr General aml Ons 11 March 


BALDWIN, Robert 
Member of the Executive Council: 11 March 
Attorney General, U.C.: 11 March 


CAMERON, Malcolm 
Member of the Executive Council: 1a Manceh 
Assistant Commissioner of Public Works: li March 


CARON, René Edouard 
Member of the Executive Council: 
Member of the Legislative Council: 
Speaker of the Legislative Council: 


HINCKS, Francis 
Member of the Executive Council: ieeMareh 


Inspector General: 11 March 


LAFONTAINE, Louis Hyppolyte 


Member of the Executive Council: 10 March 

Attorney General, L.C.: 10 March 
LESLIE, James 

Member of the Executive Council: 1d March 

President of the Executive Council: ie Mareh 


PRICE, James Hervey 
Member of the Executive Council: il Mareh 
Commissioner of Crown Lands: 11 March 


SULLIVAN, Robert Baldwin 
Member of the Executive Council: 11 March 
Provincial Secretary: 

Member of the Legislative Council: 


TACHE, Etienne Paschal 
Member of the Executive Council: 
Chief Commissioner of Public Works: 
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11 March 1848 to 26 November 1849 
9 June 184i to 16 March 1857 
1) Mareh-1646 to 14 August 1653 
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VIGER, Louis Michel 


Member of the Executive Council: 11 March 1848 to 26 November 1849 
Receiver General: ll March 1848 to 26 November 1849 
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Carroll's election was declared null and void, 1 March 1848 and Hincks was 


DeWitt was declared duly elected for Beauharnois, 1 March 1848. 
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According to the JOURNALS and several other primary sources, Michel 
Fourquin dit Leveillé used Fourquin as his surname. 


LaFontaine sat for Montreal City. 


According to the JOURNALS and several other primary sources, Pierre Canac 
dit Marquis used Marquis as his surname. 
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FRIDAY, 25 FEBRUARY 1848. 


C1. 
Parliament ON whtch day, betng the first day of the meeting 
meets. of this Parltament, for the Ditspateh of Bustness,-- 

pursuant to a Proclamation (hereunto annexed) of 
His Excellency the Rtght Honorable James, Earl of Elgin and Kineardine, 
Knight of the most anetent and most noble Order of the Thtstle, Governor 
General,--George Barthelemt Fartbault, John Fennings Taylor, the elder, 
Gustavus Willtam Wieksteed, and William Poyntz Patrick, Esqutres, Commt- 
sstoners appointed by Dedimus Potestatem, for administering the oath to 
the Members of the Legtslative Counctl and Legislative Assembly, same at 
the hour of two o'clock itn the afternoon, into the Room allotted for the 
stttings of the Assembly, and Willtamn Burns Lindsay, Esquire, Clerk of 
the Legislative Assembly, attending according to his duty; and Feltx 
Fortier, Esquire, Clerk of the Crown in Chaneery, having deltvered to the 
satd Mr. Lindsay a Roll containing a List of the names of such Members as 
had been returned to serve in this Provincial Parltament, (copy whereof 
ts hereunto annexed, ) the Commisstoners did adninister the oath to the 
Members who appeared, which betng done, and the Members having subsertbed 
the Roll containing the oath, they took thetr seats in the Assembly. 











Message _to A Message was brought by Frederick Starr Jarvis, 
attend His Esquire, Gentleman Usher of the Black Rod: 
Excellency. Gentlemen, 


Hts Excelleney the Governor General destres the 
immedtate attendance of the Members of thts Honorable House tn the Legis- 
lattve Counetl Chamber. 

Accordingly the Members went to attend His Excelleney in the Legis- 
lative Council Chamber, where being; the Honorable Speaker of the Legts- 
Lattve Coumetl satd:-- 


Speech of the Honorable Gentleman, and 

Speaker of the Gentlemen of the Legislative Assembly, 
Legislative His Excellency the Governor General does not see 
Counetl. fit to declare the causes of hts summoning the pre- 


sent Provtnetal Parltament, unttl a Speaker of the 
Legislative Assembly shall have been chosen according to law; but on Mon- 
day next, at the hour of three o'clock in the afternoon, His Excellency 
wtll declare the causes of hts calling this Parliament. 
And the Members being returned;1 


MR. INSP. GEN. CAYLEY, in rising to propose that Sir Allan Napier Mc- 
Nab do take the Chair, said that he would not detain the House by descant- 
ing (sic) on the qualifications which the Speaker of that honourable House 
ought to possess or pass any encomium* or any eulogy? on the merits of the 
individual whom he had the power to propose, although were he so disposed, 
the House was well aware that there was ample room for the strongest pane- 
gyric on the conduct and character of the honourable Member. Fortunately 
for his purpose, he saw before him a large majority of those who were Mem- 


bers of the last Parliament and who, consequently, were well qualified to 
pronounce upon the great extent of Parliamentary information, the urbanity, 
dignity, and impartiality, which the late Speaker had displayed.4 There 
was nothing contrary to British Parliamentary practice in re-electing the 
last Speaker, when he had filled the office in a manner agreeable to all 
parties». It would be an additional gratification to the House to feel, 
that while they selected an individual so in every way qualified to dis- 
charge the high and important functions of the office,? they would also 
be/ strictly following®, as it was desirable to do, the practice of the 
British House of Commons’. The selection of a Speaker was not usually 
made the occasion of party strife; on the contrary, it was not unfrequent- 
ly chosen as a fitting time to shew that the House considered that these 
were higher objects of attainment than party triumph, such, for instance, 
as affected the dignity and standing of their body, and gave character 

and efficiency to the proceedings of a deliberative Assembly~~. Aprés 
tous les témoignages d'approbation que les deux cétés de la chambre a- 
vaient donnés 4 l'orateur pendant les trois sessions du dernier parlement, 
il ne pouvait croire que cette Proposition fft votée autrement que par ac- 
clamationtl, [It was a matter of great satisfaction to him (Mr. Cayley), 
as no doubt it would be to the House, to know that a leading Member of 

the Opposition, the honourable Member of the 4th Riding of York had, no 
further back than the last Session, expressed the Strongest feelings of 
attachment and friendship for the late Speaker--a pledge which, no doubt 
he would seize this Opportunity to redeem, and mark his regard by the 
manner in which he recorded the vote he would shortly be called upon to give.12 


(1) 
Str Allan The Honorable Mr. Cayley, Member representing 
MacNab pro- the County of Huron, stood up, and addressing him- 
posed as self to the Clerk, (who, standing up, potnted to 
Speaker. htm and then sat down,) proposed to the House for 





jie oe be ea ; a tga ; 
; thetr Speaker, the Honorable Str Allan Napter MacNab, 
tn whteh motton he was seconded by John Prinee, Esquire, Member represent- 
tng the County of Essex. 


COL. PRINCE felt great pleasure in seconding the nomination of his hon- 
Orable and gallant friend, Sir Allan Napier MacNab. His motives for so 
doing were not political, but arose from a sense of gratitude--(hear, hear.)13 
He quite approved of what had fallen from the hon. member, when he said 
that it was perfectly consistent with British practicel4 not to allow po- 
litical feeling to bias honorable members in the election of a Speaker to 
preside over that Assemblyl> ((but)) to place in the Chair.of the House 
the last Speaker, provided he gave satisfaction. (hear, hear.) He (Mr. 
Prince) was not aware of any opposition that was intended upon this oc- 
casion. He had received no intimation of any honorable member whom it was 
intended to attempt to place in the Chair in preference to the hon. and 
gallant Knight who had presided over the deliberations of this House; and 
this, coupled with other reasons, fortified him in his belief that it would 
be becoming in the House to elect Sir Allan McNab as their Speaker. He 
thought that they must all feel that he had discharged his duties care- 
fully; industriously, uprightly, and, above all, conscientiously and im- 


partially. (Hear, hear.) He thought that the voice would be lifted up 

to deny this, that no one member of the late Parliament would rise in his 
place (and of course no member who was not in the late Parliament could 

do so) and say that there was partiality or uncompetency (sic)16, (or) ig- 
norance, or anything in the conduct of Sir Allan McNab1/ during the last 
Parliament which would justify them for rejecting him. (Hear, hear.) He 
doubted not that hon. members on both sides of the House were perfectly 
acquainted with precedents in this case, and that there could be no hesita- 
tion in according to his proposition that party ought not to be made the 
test of elevation to the Speakership.18 Were party to be considered in 
this case, he should be able to show that such consideration would be ad- 
verse to British practice.l9 In early days it was so. But it had not been 
so of late years in the British Parliament. For many years politics has 
been placed entirely out of the question. In 1817 Sir Manners Sutton20 
((whom)) all knew ((to be))21 a high Tory22--a term now obsolete--23 was 
elected unanimously under Lord Liverpool's Administration, the Tory admin- 
istration, to the distinguished honour of presiding over the House of Com- 
mons; he was afterwards re-elected unanimously by Lord Grey's?4 Whig 25 
Administration, and nothing could be more opposed than were the politics 

of Lord Grey and Liverpool. Mr. Pitt sharing the great contest between 
him and Mr. Fox, when he was proposed, and undoubtedly had a large major- 
ity, gave way to Mr. Cornwall, who was elected by the Whigs; and let them 
look to a later period and examine the position of the present Speaker of 
the House of Commons; under what circumstances was he elected? The Rt. 
Hon. Shaw Lefevre,26 a Whig by education, and descended from a long line 

of Whig ancestors, was elected to the Speakership of the British House of 
Commons, under the Whig Administration of Lord Melbourne, 27 and the case 

of Mr. Shaw Lefevre was precisely similar to that which was now before 
them. In 1841 Mr. Shaw Lefevre was Speaker of the House of Commons, a dis- 
solution of Parliament occurred; the Melbourne Administration under which 
he was elected was then in power, a large majority of Conservatives were 

in the new Parliament. Lord Melbourne's Administration proposed Mr. Lefevre 
for their Speaker, as the gallant Knight has been proposed to-day .28 lbs 
was well known that the existing Administration was in the minority; but 
what did Sir Robert Peel do? He acted as this House ought to act. Lord 
Melbourne was certain to resign, but Sir Robert Peel“? and the Conserva- 
tive party20 had the manhood, the sense, and the generosity, although, 
widely differing in politics, to support the re-election of Mr. Shaw Le- 
fevre, as the man best qualified to preside ably, impartially, and_consis- 
tently, over the deliberations of the great Council of the nation~~, and 
Mr. Lefevre was unanimously elected. They had elected him not because he 
was opposed to them in politics, but because in presiding over them for 
years he had done, what the gallant Knight had done, presided over them 
ably, impartially, and conscientiously. (Hear, hear.)32 Col. Prince then 
read some extracts from Sir Robert Peel's speech on that occasion, expres- 
sive of high encomium on Mr. Shaw Lefevre--and33 he asked if any member 
could lay his hand on his heart and say34 that these encomiums are not 
applicable35 to the present case, and if, as he thought, the answer should 
be yes; he could anticipate no possible grounds of objection to the election 


of the hon. and gallant knight. 36 Mr. Prince went on to say, that in ear- 
lier days when first he had the honour of a seat in the House, he had had 
an impression that it was absolutely necessary that the Speaker should 

be master of the French language. 3 


Hear, hear from the Opposition. 38 


COL. PRINCE thought still that it was very desirable, (hear, hear;) 
but he was by no means disposed to think that it was indispensably neces- 
sary.29 Il fit remarquer que ce qui l'avait le plus surpris dans la manié- 
re admirable avec laquelle Sir Allan avait présidé aux déliberations de 
la chambre, c'était surtout le peu d'inconvénients que l'on avait ressentis 
de son ignorance de la langue francgaise.40 IL exprima sa conviction que 
l'orateur n'avait pas besoin de comprendre le frangais puisqu'il y avait 
des traducteurs.41 He put it to the House whether the late Speaker did 
not conduct their debates with as great ability and certainly with as 
great honesty, and impartiality as could be desired. (Hear, hear.) Upon 
these grounds, upon the grounds of gratitude and competency, known impar- 
tiality, and strict integrity, and ability. He seconded, with much plea- 


sure, the nomination of Mr. Cayley. (Hear, hear.) 42 

Ci 
Mr. Augustin Then the Honorable Robert Baldwin, Member rep- 
Norbert Mortn resenting the North Riding of York, stood up, and 
proposed as addresstng himself tn ltke manner to the Clerk, 
Speaker. proposed to the House for thetr Speaker, the Honor- 


able Augusttn Norbert Mortn, tn whitch motton he was 
seconded by the Honorable Louts Hypoltte LaFontatne, Member representing 
the City of Montreal, and also the County of Terrebonne. 
Debates arose. 








MR. BALDWIN.43--I£ I was at liberty on the present occasion to act 
entirely with a view to any personal feelings, I might perhaps desire to 
vote for the hon. member whose name has been proposed as Speaker of this 
House. I have had, as the hon. member who made the motion has said, the 
satistactionsoft «being yoni terms of Eriendshipy. might caliaiteeatea 2 
events of personal acquaintance of a most agreeable kind, with the hon. 
member whose name has been proposed, from my early youth. My personal 
feelings are therefore in favor of him; but in the discharge of my duty 
to my country, I have disregarded personal considerations, and looked only 
to what I deemed the interests of my country. With respect to the manner 
in which the hon. gentleman, the member for Hamilton, conducted himself 
in the chair, in the last Parliament, I have upon many occasions*4, both 
in public and in private, > been called upon to express my46 cordial ap- 
probation"’ of that conduct, and to give my vote in sustaining the deci- 
sions which that hon. and gallant gentleman made, when, as hon. members 
will recollect, those who spoke more of their affection for him, thought 
proper to leave him in the lurch.-- 


Loud cries of "Hear, hear," from the Opposition’, 


MR. BALDWIN ((continued-)) and not only by my own vote, but by the 


votes of my friends and supporters. I should not, Sir, have referred to 
this, had it not been for the reference made by the hon. member for Huron 
to those considerations of personal regard which subsist between the honor- 
able Knight and myself. But, Sir, we are called upon here today, not to 
gratify personal considerations, but to place in that chair that member of 
the House, who, under all the circumstances in which this country and House 
are placed, is best calculated to sustain the honour and dignity of the 
House, to give universal satisfaction to members on all sides, and to pro- 
mote that confidence in the decisions of this House indoors and out of 
doors which is the best and only means of ensuring respect for us in the 
world at large. With respect, therefore to the decisions of the hon. gen- 
tleman, I need say no more than I have done. I cannot be misunderstood 

on that subject, nor do I wish to institute any comparisons between the 
hon. member for Hamilton and the gentleman whose name I shall submit; but 
although I am not prepared to admit that political considerations should 
never be taken into account in the election of a Speaker, I am anxious 
that on the present occasion the question should not be made political... 
I am not prepared to bow to the references which have been made by the 
hon. member for Essex, nor to admit that we are on all occasions bound by 
those precedents, or that the circumstances of the mother country and 
these are so much alike as to call upon us even, as a matter of expediency, 
to follow them invariably. That the person who occupies that chair should 
have a thorough knowledge of the constitution of the country, and a de- 
sire to maintain it, all will admit--that he should have a thorough know- 
ledge of Parliamentary practice and Parliamentary business, all will admit-- 
that he should be acquainted with the business of the House, and be able 
to assist this public and private business all will admit. These are 
considerations which apply to all assemblies of a similar character to 

the one which I am now addressing; but it is not possible for hon. gen- 
tlemen to shut their eyes to the peculiar circumstances in which this as- 
sembly is placed. The hon. member for Essex, feeling that he had used 

the strongest terms in nominating at the last Parliament the gentleman 

for Speaker whom I shall presently move, felt it necessary on the present 
occasion to explain away the views he had then taken and to announce his 
having arrived at contrary conclusions. Hon. gentlemen, new members of 
this House, and not accustomed to the practice of debate so much as those 
for a long period familiar with Parliamentary proceedings, may not per- 
haps be fully aware of the absolute importance in the conduct of the de- 
bate on all occasions, that the gentleman who shall be placed on that 
chair shall have a readiness or discrimination and promptness of decision 
when questions of order arise. Hon. gentlemen who know what the niceties 
of language are ((are)) perfectly aware how much frequently depends on the 
turn of a sentence, even on the emphasis laid on a word, which will make 
it within the line or without the line of Parliamentary practice. I say, 
then, that it is absolutely impossible for any person who does not under- 
stand the language in which he is addressed to be capable of coming to 4 
prompt and efficient decision when questions of that kind arise. All 
would admit the dignity and impartiality with which the gallant Knight 
presided over the deliberations of that Assembly; no one could deny his 
experience or his knowledge of the forms of that House, and the details 


of the business; + and while I have borne testimony to the general course 
taken by the hon. and gallant Knight in the chair with regard to the deci- 
sion of those questions of Parliamentary practice which came up, there 
were continual difficulties occurring when the Speaker had no knowledge 

of the French language. He instanced one case in which the late Speaker 
had to depend on the translation of a Clerk of the House to govern his de- 
cision, and those hon. members to whom these cases applied could not 
feel the satisfaction they would have done, had the Speaker been acquaint- 
ed with the language in which they had spoken. >4 Considering? that con- 
siderable changes had taken place in the constitution of that House, and 

a majority of the new members were French?©, who can speak no other lan- 
guage than the French,?/ and who would, from inexperience, require frequent 
instruction in the forms of the House, and would be little satisfied with 
decisions from the chair through the medium of an interpreter, 8 I say 
that the importance of that language to the person who shall fill the 
chair of this House is greatly increased from what it was during the last 
Parliament. But, Sir, it is important that every man who is called upon 
to discharge this duty by addressing the chair of this House, should at 
least feel the satisfaction of being understood by the gentlemen whom he 
addresses; and that if he is out of order, the declaration of it should 
come from the one who fully understands the terms he has used.-9 L'ora- 
teur de cette chambre est le protecteur de l'ordre et le gardien né des 
réglements de cette chambre. Tous les représentants du peuple ont droit 
d'exprimer leurs opinions dans cette enceinte dans leur langue maternelle; 
il en est m@éme un grand nombre qui ne peuvent faire autrement. Quelle est 
alors la position d'un membre de cette chambre qui s'adresse 4 un homme 
qui ne le comprend pas, qui, au premier moment, a la demande du premier 
venue d'entre ses collégues, est exposé a4 @tre interrompu, censuré, 
réprimandé par un homme qui ne peut le comprendre, qui ne peut le juger 
qu'a l'aide d'un interpréte? Peut-il croire qu'il a été bien compris? 
peut-il croire qu'il a été bien jugé?© I say it is the right of every 
member of this House to speak in his own language, and when called upon 

to restate himself, within certain bounds to be prescribed by the chair, 
to have it explained to him by the person to whose decision he is obliged 
to bow, and in the language he himself understands. That cannot be done 
if you fill the chair with a gentleman who does not speak both languages. 
(Hear, hear.)-- I feel in this case precisely as I should if it was pro- 
posed to place in that chair a gentleman who could speak nothing but 
French.°l J'en juge par moi-méme, et je prie tous mes collégues d'en 
juger de méme. Certes, j'avoue que j'éprouverais une singuliére émotion 
si j'étais forcé de m'adresser 4 un président qui ne me comprit point. 
Pourquoi en serait-il autrement de ceux qui ne parlent que le francais?62 
Casting aside all personal feelings in the case, no person of considera- 
tion would doubt that it was necessary to put in the Speaker's chair a 
gentleman on whom all eyes were fixed.©3 With regard to the other points 
which it is necessary to consider in the election of a Speaker, the hon. 
gentleman whom I shall conclude by proposing has been for a long time in 
the Parliament of Lower Canada; he has occupied a situation in this 

House since the Union; he is acquainted with the members of both sides 

of the House; his dignity of deportment, his knowledge of Parliamentary 


law, 4 usages and practice, © and his urbanity of manner--not merely to 
his political friends, but to all--every one who knows him will admit, I 
am sure. (Hear, hear.) «1 do not know that there is a single person with- 
in these walls whom you could select so little exposed to the slightest 
obnoxious feeling on the part of any individual member who has ever known 
him. These are considerations not to be lost sight of, particularly when 
coupled with those to which I have alluded. I think, then, considering 
the position in which we are placed, with members who understand no other 
language than the French, it would not be doing justice to them or their 
constituencies were we to place in that chair a gentleman who has not the 
advantage of even understanding the language in which they will address 
him. I therefore beg to propose that the Hon. A. N. Morin be placed in 
the chair of this House. (Cheers,)° 


MR. LAFONTAINE--briefly addressed the House in French, 67 ((I1l ren- 
dait)) justice aux qualités et A la conduite de Sir Allan McNab.©®8 kn 
secondant ((la motion)) il croirait manquer 4 ses convictions, s'il ne 
prenait pas occasion d'exprimer son concours parfait dans ce que venait 
de dire l'hon. membre pour le 4iéme arrondissement d'York. L'hon. membre 
pour Bellechasse est le mieux qualifié pour remplir les fonctions d'ora- 
teur.°9 ((He seconded the nomination)) in justice to this House and the 
Country. /9 


Go) 
Question that And the Question betng called for, "That Sir 
Str Allan N. Allan Napter MacNab do take the Chatr of thts 
MacNab be House as Speaker, "/1 
Speaker, nega- The House divided; and the names of the Members 
tived. were taken down, as follows:-- 


YEAS. 
Messteurs Attorney General Badgley, Boulton of TORONTO, Carroll, Cam- 
L TLE} 
O 


3 
eron, Cayley, Crysler, Daly, Maedonald of KINGSTON, Malloch, M'Lean, Mey- 
ers, Prince, Robinson, Seymour, Sherwood of BROCKVILLE, Attorney General 
Sherwood, Smith of FRONTENAC, Stevenson, and Webster.--(19.)/72 
NAYS. 

Messteurs Armstrong, Aylwin, Baldwin, Beaubten, Bell, Boulton of NOR- 
FOLK, Bouthtliter, Brooks, Barrttt, Cauchon, Chabot, Chauvedu, Christte, 
Davignon, Drummond, Duchesnay, Dumas, Egan, Flint, Fortter, Fournter, 


(2) 
Fourquin, Gugy, Guillet, Hall, Holmes, Jobin, Johnson, LaFontatne, 
Laterrtére, Laurin, Lemieux, Lesite, Lyon, Macdonald of GLENGARRY, Mar- 


guts, M'Connell, M'Farland, Merritt, Morrison, Nelson, Notman, Papineau, 
Price, Richards, Sauvageau, Seott of BYTOWN, Scott of TWO MOUNTAINS, Smvth 
of DURHAM, Smith of WENTWORTH, Taché, Thompson, Watts, and Wetenhall.-- 
(54.) 


So tt was passed in the Negative. 


Mr. Augustin _ The Questton betng then called for, and the 
Norbert Morin Clerk havtng put the same, "That the Honorable Augus- 
chosen Speaker. tin Norbert Morin do take the Chair of thts House 


as Speaker;"-- 
Quelques-uns criérent: '"Méme division;'73 
Les membres de la droite criérent: "Unanimité! unanimité!"/74 
(2) 
tt was resolved tn the Afftrmattve, Nemine contradtcente. 

And the Clerk having declared the Honorable Mr. Mortn duly elected, he 
he was conducted to the Chatr by the Honorable Mr. Baldwin and the Honor- 
able Mr. LaFontatne,/> where, standing on the upper step, he returned his 
humble acknowledgments to the House for the great honor they had been 
pleased to confer upon him, by choosing him to be thetr Speaker; 


MR. MORIN ... thanked the hon. members for the honor they had done him 
in electing him to the exhalted (sic) station which it was now his duty to 
fill, at the same time he could have wished that many others that he saw 
around him, morecapable than himself, had received the honor conferred on 
him/6, mais ... il servirait si la Chambre lui commandait.// 


(2) 
and thereupon he sat down tn the Chatr, and then the Mace (which before 
lay under the table) was latd upon the table. 


Then, the Honorable Mr. Robtnson, addressing himself to Mr. Speaker, 
moved, seconded by Mr. Smith of Frontenac, that the House do adjourn un- 
ttl Monday next, at half-past two o'clock in the afternoon. / 


SIR A. MACNAB,—Sir, in rising to speak to the question of adjournment, 
I take the earliest opportunity of offering you my congratulations, that 
you occupy the proudest position in which a man can be placed in his na- 
tive country; and I avail myself of this opportunity of thanking you for 
the generous and handsome manner in which you took upon yourself to dis- 
charge my duties, at a period never to be forgotten by me, during last 
session. Mr. Speaker, I have had the honour of presiding over the Legis— 
lature of Upper Canada, and of the United Province; and if, sir, the 
little experience I have had enables me to be of the slightest service 
to you in the discharge of the high and honourable, although ardous and 
difficult, duties you will be called upon to perform, I shall most heart- 
ily and readily give those services to you such as they are; and I must, 
Mr. Speaker, venture to say this much with regard to the office, that it 
is exceedingly gratifying to me to find that from all parts of the House 
no objection has been taken to me in regard to my impartiality in the 


discharge of the high duties which you are now called upon to undertake. 
(Cheers.)/9 


M. MORIN exprima le désir de pouvoir remplir sa charge avec autant 
d'habileté et de succés que l'avait fait son prédécesseur. I1 remercia 
Sir Allan de L'offre qu'il lui tesalt deses Conseitss et die qu time 
manquerait point de s'en prévaloir.80 


(2) 
And the House accordingly adjourned unttl Monday next, at half-past 
two o'eloek tn the afternoon. 


FOOTNOTES: 25 FEBRUARY 1848. 
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TOR, 4 March 1848, the latter three copying MONTREAL HERALD, 26 Febru- 
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LE CANADIEN, 28 February 1848. 

LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 2 March 1848. 
PILOT, 29 February 1848. 

LE CANADIEN, 28 February 1848, reported Baldwin's speech in the first 
person and in quotations for reasons of style and not to indicate a 
verbatim account. 

PILOT, 29 February 1848. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 28 February 1848. 

PILOL, 29 February 1848; 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 28 February 1848. 

PILOT, 29 February 1848. 
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BRETISH COLONIS! 5 3 March 1848. 

PILOT, 29 February 1848. 
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BRITISH COLONIST, 3 March 1848. 
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IBID. 

LE CANADIEN, 28 February 1848. 

LA MINERVE, 28 February 1848. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 28 February 1848. According to both the PILOT, 29 
February 1848, and LE CANADIEN, 28 February 1848, LaFontaine spoke 
briefly. 

LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 2 March 1848, observed: "La discussion ne fut 
pas longue." 

LE CANADIEN, 28 February 1848, noted: "En voyant le petit nombre de 
ceux qui se levaient, un murmure de satisfaction trés prononcé par- 
courut toute l'assemblée." 

LE CANADIEN, 28 February 1848. 

TBID. 

According to LE CANADIEN, 2 February 1848, Morin "était dans un état 


visible d'émotion et presque de souffrance. I1 fit le nolo episopardi 


d'usage et sur l'injonction répétée de la chambre il prit possession 
du fauteuil et remercia en peu de mots ses collégues de l'honneur 
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qu’'ils lui faisaient.' LE CANADIEN continued: "Des applaudissements 
partis des deux cdtés de la chambre et répétés avec beaucoup plus de 
force par les galeries, signalérent cet acte de justice envers un 
homme qui s’est constamment donné 4 son pays, sans espoir de retour, 
qui a toujours été prét a4 faire le sacrifice des plus beaux avantages 
pour le servir et qui n'a rien recu de trop assurément en le voyant 
élevé d'une maniére permanente 4 la charge la plus honorable que 
l'on puisse occuper dans une colonie anglaise...." 

BRITISH COLONIST, 3 March 1848. 

LA MINERVE, 28 February 1848. 

The debate on this matter was reported by: LE CANADIEN, 28 February 
1848; MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, whose account was copied by BRITISH COLO- 
NIST, 3 March 1848, and BATHURST COURIER, 3 March 1848; PILOT, 29 
February 1848, and GLOBE, 1 March 1848, in identical accounts except 
that Morin's speech is fuller in the GLOBE; PILOT, 29 February 1848, 
and LA MINERVE, 28 February 1848, in identical accounts, except that 
MacNab's speech is fuller in the PILOT, and Morin's speech is fuller 
in LA MINERVE; MONTREAL GAZETTE, 28 February 1848; GLOBE, 4 March 
1848; and L'AVENIR, 26 February 1848. 

PILOT, 29 February 1848. LE CANADIEN, 28 February 1848, commented: 
"Sir Allan déploya dans cette petite allocution toute la grace et 

la dignité qui lui sont habituelles.'' The GLOBE, 4 March 1848, des- 
cribed it as "a very manly little speech". 

LE CANADIEN, 28 February 1848. 


MONDAY, 28 FEBRUARY 1848. 


(2) 
Message _ to A MESSAGE was brought by Frederick Starr Jarvis, 
attend Hts Esquire, Gentleman Usher of the Black Rod:-- 
Excellency. Mr. Speaker, 


His Excellency the Governor General desires the 
immediate attendance of thts Honorable House in the Legtslative Council 
Chamber. 

Accordingly, Mr. Speaker, with the House, went to the Legislative 
Counetl Chamber. 


Mr. Speaker's And there Mr. Speaker spoke to the following 
Speech. effect, EB Re 
May tt please Your Excellency, 

The Legislative Assembly have elected me as their Speaker, though I 
am very ltttle able to fulftl the important duties thus asstgned to me. 

If, tn the performance of those duties, I should at any time fall tn- 
to error, I pray that the fault may be tmputed to me, and not to the As- 
sembly, whose servant I am, and who, through me, ‘hunbly claim, to enable 
them the better to discharge thetr duty to Her Majesty and thetr Country, 
all thetr undoubted rights and privileges, especially that they may have 
freedom of speech in thetr debates, access to Your Excellency's person 
at all seasonable times, and that their proceedings may recetve from Your 
Excelleney the most favorable interpretation. 


Speech of the Then the Honorable Speaker of the Legislative 
Speaker of the Council satd:-- 

Legislative Mr. Speaker, 

Counetl. I am commanded by His Excellency the Governor 


General, to declare to you that he freely confides 
tn the duty and attachnent of the Assembly to Her Majesty's Person and 
Government, and not doubting that thetr proceedings will be conducted 
with wisdom, temper, and prudence, he grants, and upon all occasions wll 
recognize and allow thetr constituttonal privileges. 

I am commanded also to assure you that the Assembly shall have ready 
access to His Excellency upon all seasonable occasions, and that their 
proceedings, as well as your words and actions, ‘will constantly receive 
from him the most favorable constructton. 


Mr. Speaker The House betng returned; 

reports having Mr. Speaker reported, That the House had been 
attended His in the Legtslative Counetl Chamber, and that he 
Excellency. had tnformed Hts Excellency that the choice of 


Speaker had fallen upon him, and also that he had, 
tn thetr name and on thetr behalf, by humble Petition to His Excellency, 
latd claim to all thetr rights and privileges; that they may enjoy free- 
dom of speech in their debates, and have access to His Excellency's per- 
son as occaston shall require, and that all their proceedings may recetve 
from Hts Excellency the most favorable construction; to which Hts Excel- 
Leney had been pleased to say that he readily and willingly granted and 
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allowed them thetr constttuttonal privileges, as well as ready access to 
Hts Excellency on all sesonable occastons, and that thetr proceedings, 
as well as thetr words and acttons, will constantly recetve from him the 
most favorable constructton. 


Bill relative to Ordered, That the Honorable Mr. Attorney General 
oaths _of offtce. Sherwood have leave to bring tn a Btll for tin- 


demntfytng Publie Offteers who may not have 
taken the oaths of office within the time presertbed by law. 
He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same 
was recetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second 
time to-morrow. 


Mr. Speaker Mr. Speaker then reported, That when the House 
reports Hts dtd attend Hts Excellency the Governor General, thts 
Excellency 's day, tn the Legtslative Counetl Chamber, Hts Excel- 
Speech. lency was pleased to make a Speech to both Houses 


of the Provinetal Parltament, of whteh Mr. Speaker 
satd he had, to prevent mtstakes, obtatned a Copy, whtch he read to the 
House, as followeth:-- 


Honorable Gentleman of the Legtslattve Counctl, 
Gentlemen of the Legtslative. Assembly, 

I have called you together at the earliest pertod after the dtssolu- 
tton of the last Parltament, tn order that I may avatl myself of your 
adutee and asststance tn the admintstratton of the affatrs of the Prov- 
ince. 

Durtng the recess I made an extensive tour through the Province; and 
I have much sattsfactton tn tnformtng you that I met with the most gratt- 
fying tndicattons of general prospertty and contentment in all the Dts- 
trtcts whitch I vtstted. 

With the vtew of maturtng a plan for plactng the Post Offtce in British 
North Amertca on an tmproved footing, Commtsstoners from the several Pro- 
vinees assembled lately at my suggestion tn Montreal. I trust that tt 
will be tn my power before the close of the Sesston, to bring under your 
constderatton a measure for effecting thts tmportant object. 

The tnformatton whteh I have recetved enables me to state that a good 
and practtcable line of Ratlway between Quebec and Haltfax has been dts- 
covered by the Officers to whom this exploratton was confided. 

The distress and suffertng by which last year's Immtgration to the 
Provinee was attended, have occastoned me the deepest concern. Her Ma- 
jesty's Government have bestowed on the subject the most anxtous constdera- 
tion, wtth a view to the tntroductton of such provtstons into the Impertal 
Passengers' Act, as may afford a security against the recurrence of these 
disasters. It wtll be for you to determine whether tt may not be advis- 


(3) 
able to pass some Provinetal enactment which shall have the effect of dis- 
couraging the introduction of dtseased and helpless persons tnto the Pro- 
vinee, without however checking the tide of healthy Immigration, which so 
powerfully contrtbutes to tts advancement. 


id 


The nwnerous projects for the construction of Ratlways introduced tn- 
to the Legislature tn each sueceeding Session, render tt expedient, with 
a vtew to uniformity of Legislation, and the protectton of public and 
private interests, that an enactment should be passed embodying the pro- 
vtstons generally applicable to such undertakings. I commend thts subject 
to your constderatton. 

On these and other tmportant matters I shall lay before you eommunica- 
ttons which have been addressed to me by Her Majesty's Secretary of State 
for the Colonies. 

The constitution of the University of King's College--a more equitable 
mode of assessment tn Western Canada--and the tmprovement of the system 
of Judteature in both seettons of the Province--are among the subjects 
whitch wtll probably engage your attention. 


Gentlemen of the Legislative Assembly, 

I shall direct the Publite Accounts, with the Estimated for the present 
year, to be submitted to you. 

I feel confident that you will readily grant the Suppltes whtch are 
necessary for the publte service. 


Honorable Gentlemen, and Gentlemen, 

You may rely on my dtspositton to co-operate with you in all measures 
ealeulated to promote the public welfare. 

Canada possesses in stngular abundance the elements of prosperity and 
soctal happiness--great natural capabilities--an enterprising, intelligent, 
and raptdly increasing populatton,--institutions fitted to reconetle liber- 
ty with order--and the blessing of peace secured to her under Providence 
by the patriotism of her sons and her connexion with a State whitch ts both 
just and powerful. The duty of turntng those advantages to account, in 
so far as thts object can be properly effected by Legislation, devolves 
upon Parltanent. God grant that we may acquit ourselves of the responsi- 
bility with ftdelity and success. 


On motion of Mr. Smtth of Frontenac, seconded by Mr. M'Connell, 


Postage on . Ordered, That the Clerk do charge to the Contin- 
Letters to and genetes of the House, the Postage on all Let- 
from Members. ters not exceeding one ounce tn wetght, and on 


printed papers, to and from Members of this 
House during the present Sesston; provided that when Petitions to thts 
House are enclosed, the postage thereon shall be charged without restric- 
tton as to weight. 


On motton of the Honorable Mr. Cayley, seconded by the Honorable Mr. 
Daly. 


Speech to be Ordered, That the Speech of His Excellency the 
considered. Governor General, this day delivered to both 


Houses of the Provinetal Legislature, be taken 
tnto constderatton on Thursday next. 
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Petitions The following Pettttons were severally brought 
brought up. up and latd on the table:-- 


By Mr, Pritnee,--The Petition of Willtan Caldwell 


and others, of Amherstburgh, and other parts of the Western District. 

By Mr. Chauveau,--The Petition of Joseph Metsalabolet and others, Abe- 
nakts and Maléettes of the Indtan Village of Bécancour; the Petttion of 
the Reverend Joseph Maurault, Mtsstonary, and of the Chtefs and Warrtors 
of the Abenakis Village of St. Frangots du Lae St. Pierre; the Petitton 
of the Reverend George L. Lemotne and others, of the Parish of Beauport, 
and part adjacent; and the Petttton of Laurent Tremblay and others, Ptlots 
for and below the Harbour of Quebec. 

By Mr. Fournter,--The Petition of Willtam Patton and others, of St. 
Thomas, and the adjotntng Partshes. 

By Mr. Holmes,--The Petttton of the Prestdent and Directors of the 
New City Gas Company of Montreal; and the Petttton of the Mayor, Alder- 
man, and Citizens of the City of Montreal. 

By the Honorable Mr. Aylwtn,--The Petttton of George 0. Stuart, Es- 
qutre, and others, Directors of the Quebec Protestant Cemetery Assocta- 
tion; the Petttton of Mrs. Eliza Taylor, on behalf of the Committee of 
Ladtes conducting the affatrs of the Protestant Female Orphan Asylum of 
Quebec; the Petition of Welltam Black and others, of the Parish of St. 
Roch, tn the City of Quebec; the Petttton of James Motz, of the Ctty of 
Quebec, Esquire, Advocate; the Petition of A. Gaudry and others, Propri- 
etors and Masters of Shtps, of the Ports of Quebee and Montreal; the Peti- 
tion of Antotne Polette, of the Town of Three Rivers, Esquire; the Pett- 

ton of Lady Sophy Caldwell, and other Ladies, the Managers of the Male 
Orphan Asylum of Quebee tn connexion with the Church of England; the Pett- 
ton of Lady E. Stuart and other Ladtes, the Committee of the Quebec In- 


fant School; and the Petttton of Joseph Donegant, of the Ctty of Montreal, 
merchant. 














MR. AYLWIN? then rose and said he was desirous of bringing before the 
House a fact that was worthy of their early attention3, a fact which was 
sufficiently notorious to every member of the House who had paid any at- 
tention to events which had recently occurred out of doors, and particu- 
larly connected with the late general election. It was notorious that 
the County of Beauharnois, one of the largest and most important Counties 
in the Province, was not represented in the present Parliament (hear, 
hear.) The House was already in possession of this fact, by the retum 
or schedule which had been filed on the first day of the session by the 
Clerk of the Crown in Chancery. It was absolutely necessary that the 
House should inquire into the causes which had prevented this County from 
being represented; and if they should turn out to be the causes which 
were generally stated out of doors to be, then it would be absolutely ne- 
cessary for the House to take such proceedings as should prevent the re- 
currence of conduct similar to that which had produced the result to 
which he alluded, and so relieve the Province from an imputation highly 
discreditable to it--that the elections in this Province could not only 
be conducted in peace and quietness, but that even violence and all kinds 
of fraud and deception could be4 openly and unblushingly perpetuated with- 
out any attempt being made to prevent it?, (hear, hear.) He was desirous 
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on this occasion of pursuing a course which had already met with the sanc- 
tion of the House. The hon. member for Hamilton would recollect that in 
1841 a case similar to this had been brought under the notice of the House 
by him, and on this occasion he (Mr. Aylwin) intended to follow the course 
adopted by the hon. gentleman on that occasion, in which course he should 
be justified by the high character and standing of the hon. gentleman.-- 
He begged to move® that Felix Fortier, Hsq.,. Clerk of the Crown in Chan- 
cery--should be immediately called upon to appear before the House, with 
the record of the returns of the election in the County of Beauharnois, 
together with the poll books,éc.éc./ 


MR. PRICE seconded the motion. ® 


SIR A. MACNAB inquired if the hon. member intended to present a peti- 
tion that the facts of the election might be inquired into.? 


MR. AYLWIN said, he intended to present no petition.10 


SIR A. MACNAB could not, of course, express any opinion on the sub- 
ject, as he had not seen the return and knew nothing about it; putll in 
this case there was no petition, and, therefore, the hon. Member was not 
exactly following the example set by him in 1841, that is, if the hon. 
Member referred to the County of Kentl2, Then there was a petition be- 
fore the House, and he had merely moved that it be taken into considera- 
tion.13 Nor was it following any example set by him to bring forward the 
motion in so precipitate a manner. Had the hon. Member given notice for 
the next ody. it would have given time for Members!4 to examine more into 
this matter and to be prepared on the subject, for, at present, they 
knew nothing of the matter, excepting from newspapers, which was no know- 
ledge at all. They were sitting here as judges, and time would be more 
satisfactory in enabling them to come to a just decision. This was 
one of those questions of privilege which could not be taken up without 
netice. 


(3) 
Kent, Beau- The House taking notice that the respective Re- 
harnots, and turning Officers for the Counttes of Kent and Beau- 
Three Rivers harnots, and Town of Three Rivers, had not returned 
Elections. any Member to serve tn thts Parltanent for the satd 


Counttes and Town; 


Ordered, That the Clerk of the Crown in Chancery do forthwith attend this 
House with the last Returns and Poll Books for the satd Counttes and 
Town. 


And he attended accordingly with the satd Returns and Poll Books, and 
latd the same before the House. 


MR. AYLWIN replied to Sir A. McNab.t8 The books being now in posses- 
sion of the House, he would be extremely sorry to press any motion against 
the sense of the Housel, ((and he)) would be exceedingly unwilling that 
any precipitation, or any semblance of precipitation, should appear in the 
conduct of this matter: he was anxious that every man, in giving a vote 
upon this question, should give it in the full knowledge of all the cir- 


18 


cumstances of the case, and that the House and country should understand 
that this was one of those cases29 to be carefully investigated that, here- 
after ((it)) might be safely cited as a precedent.21 He would say, how 
ever, that if there was any occasion when the House ought to proceed with 
celerity, this was the occasion 2 imperatively23 to take every means in 
its power to complete the representation24, The House did not consist 

of 81 or 82 members, but of 84;29 (Cit)) did not represent eighty-one or 
eighty-two constituencies--it represented the whole Province, and inclu- 
ded in that Province unquestionably was the County of Beauharnois2® and 
he looked in vain round the House for the Member for that County. He 
thought hon. gentlemen should have been prepared upon the subject2/. He 
would state that reference to the public newspapers-reference to the facts 
gathered outside the House--was not contrary to Parliamentary practice28, 
((He)) had little respect for the affectation of being ignorant of the 
existence of newspapers29. He took it for granted that they need not af- 
fect there (sic) ignorance of that which was known by all their constitu- 
ents. He conceived that those who were ignorant of the facts would have 
sufficient time between then and to-morrow to examine the poll-books, 
which have been laid on the table of the House.39 It was the duty of all 
to examine the books before them, so that they might judge whether or 

not a great fraud should be allowed to be perpetrated in Canada, which 

he believed was unprecedented elsewhere; and if they did not do so their 
constituents would have good reason to call them to account. 231 ( (He) ) 
thought it was no time for delay when lawlessness and gross fraud tri- 
umphed over Right, and a state of things existed which would be tolerated 
in no gther country.32 After some further remarks on the case in ques- 
ELON, he would...move...that the said returns and poll-books be referred 
to a Committee of the whole House to-morrow. In this he was follow- 
ing the precedent given to him by the hon. member for Hamilton. It was 
true that there was no petition in this case, and that there was one in 
1841; but in the year 1843, on the occasion of the return for the County 
of Hastings, and on the still more memorable occasion when the title of 
the hon. member for Hamilton to his seat and to the chair of the House 
was questioned, upon both of these cases the matter came up without any 
petition at all; and it was reasonable to suppose that a matter like this 
ought to be taken up irrespective of any petition or application. That 
question was not whether one man or another had a right to a seat_in 

that House, > if was a Matter, mot of one or two constituencies, but 

to complete the representation as soon as possible, and not to allow one 
of the members of this House to be cut off from it, particularly in the 
ruffianly3$ , abominable, 39 and brutal way in which*0 the member for the 
county of Beauharnois had been kept out.41 


MR. BALDWIN--would suggest to his hon. and learned friend whether it 
would not be better to proceed in this matter in the House itself and not 
by a committee, as what passed in committee not appearing in the Journals 
of the House, they did not know the whole history of the case.42 cage) 
suggéra a M. Aylwin de changer sa motion43, ((He)) thought it would be 
more in accordance with English practice and would secure its registry 
on the journals of the House, if the question were brought up in the 
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House and not in Committee.44 In regara to the question put by the hen. 
and gallant Knight, they could find abundant cases in which the House 
took note that a seat was vacant, and proceeded to the question why it 
was vacant. As the County of Beauharnois was vacant--and this they could 
not question, as attention had been called to it by the hon. member-- 

the House was bound to take some steps with a view to inquire why it was 
vacant. What steps were to be taken, when they found that it was vacant, 
was another question; but no one could doubt the authority of the House 
to take up the subject.45 


MR. AT. GEN. SHERWOOD--said he was just upon the point of suggesting 
the same method of procedure, when he was forestalled by the hon. member 
who spoke last.46© ((He)) suggested that it would be infinitely better 
to take up this question in the House than in committee; they ought to 
have upon their Journals the whole circumstances attending peculiar cases, 
that they might have them for precedents hereafter 47 which would not be 
the case if they were proceeded with in committee. 8 He thought that the 
hon. gentleman was right in taking this up at the earliest possible moment, 
but he thought that the House ought to be informed before hand in cases 
OF this Sort, in order “that they might be prepared properly to discuss 
the subject when it came up. 


COL. PRINCE--If I understand the matter there is no return. 0 


MR. BALDWIN--said that he had been given to understand that it was 
a special return. 


Colm, PRINCE--then I move that the Clerk read the return as I know 
nothing about it. 


The Clerk of the Crown in Chancery then read the records of the return 
of the county of Beauharnois election. 3 


COL. PRINCE>4--said that it would appear from the return that two of 
the poll-books were lost, or stolen, but that-> d'aprés les autres livres 
de pol156 one individual had a majority of votes, and it was actually 
the duty of the Returning Officer to have returned him.5/ He thought it 
a great pity that an individual having so large a majority as it appeared 
Mr. DeWitt possessed, had not been declared duly elected by the Returning 
Officer, leaving the question of the destruction of the poll-books to be 
decided by the House.58 The difficulty he now faced was how the House 
would entertain the question of the lost poll-books without having it in- 
vestigated by a committee of the House, The committee ought to summon 
the poll clerks before them, and let them prove upon oath who had the majo- 
rity of votes on the lost books. True, this might be done by summoning 
them to the bar of the House; but that wasa roundabout course, and would 
occupy more time than it ought to occupy.29 The Returning Officer must 
have been very ignorant of his duty, and not even a good special pleader, 
or he could not have acted as he had done.60 OR the Returning Officer, 
he continued, was rather injudicious, although, no doubt, he was a good 
special pleader, for the record was very like a bill of indictment, and 
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altogether showing a degree of ignorance which a Returning Officer should 
not possess. It was through ignorance that Beauharnois was without a 
representative.61 He (Col. Prince) thought that an investigation should 
take place, and whoever then was found to have had the greatest number 

of votes should be duly elected.62 


MR. CHRISTIE--asked if there was any statement of the aggregate num- 
ber of votes polled now before the House®3, 


The clerk answered in the affirmative64, 


MR. CHRISTIE--requested to have them read.65 The clerk then read the 
number of votes for the several members in the different townships, which 
had been recorded.©6 The numbers were-- 


DeWitt, Sweeny, Conolly. 


On existing Poll-books.. 1514 Dig a 2 199 
On destroyed Poll-books 

in two Townships from 

affidavit cf Clerks. .< “3504 pa none 


1812 1123 199 67, 


MR. BOULTON--said the House was now proceeding as it did in the case 
of the Hastings election. But perhaps it would be better to proceed as the 
the hon. member for North York had recommended.68 He suggested that the 
matter be referred to a special committee, instead of a committee of the 
whole House.69 The affidavits at present before the House were only hear- 
say evidence./0 The only plan was to examine, at the bar of the House, 
the parties who had made the affidavits. He (Mr. Boulton) thought the pro- 
per way would be to examine the Returning Officer./1l 


Some further discussion occurred on the subjeet/2. 


The clerk read the recorded votes from the townships in which the 
poll-books had been lost/3. 


MR. BALDWIN--did not look at this proceeding-as an investigation; but 
as a direction to a ministerial officer to do what he was bound in his 
own statements to do--that was to say to return the party who seemed to 
have the most votes. The poll clerks did not say they had neglected or 
failed to perform the duty enjoined in the precept of the Returning Offi- 
cer; but they said they had taken the polls, and that the books had been 
forcibly taken from them. This was not the case contemplated by the act-- 
the case in which the polling was not properly concluded; but the case 
where the polling had been fairly completed, and the return frustrated. /4 


MR. SOL. GEN. CAMERON--thought the real difficulty arose from the 
fact that there was in this case no return at all. It would be difficult, 
he believed, to find any precedent that could be followed./5 I1 veut que 
cette question soit discutée devant la chambre, plutdt qu'en comité, vu 
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que les témoins et les ftercs de poll, ne peuvent étre examinés que devant 
woraceur au cauceurl', 


MR. BALDWIN--said, that by the last act relating to these cases, the 
poll-books were directed to be returned to the clerk in chancery with the 
writ and return. Those books were therefore part of the record of which 
the House could take_notice, and he thought that they should be taken as 
part of the return. // 


((Other honourable members spoke.))/78 


MR. AYLWIN--said that he would be most willing to adopt the opinion 
suggested, if such was the sense of the/9 majority of this80 House. He 
thought himself that there was an advantage in referring investigations 
of the kind in question to committees, as it allowed more favorable oppor- 
tunities of discussion.81 mr. Aylwin thought the House should resolve, 
upon the report of the Committee upon the whole, that the hon. Jacob De- 
Witt had a majority in certain Townships, for which the poll-books remain- 
ed entire--and had a certain majority also in the other Townships, to be 
ascertained by the present return, or perhaps on examining the poll clerks. 
If there were a Committee of Privileges, he would be prepared to submit 
this matter to that Committee; or if the House to-morrow thought a better 
mode could be adopted, the House could take that mode then.82 One of 
the Returning Officers was now in town, and he would suggest that he 
should be summoned before the House to answer the charge against him. 

He (Mr. Aylwin) thought his plan best; but would withdraw or amend his 
motion, provided he obtained his object; he thought the mode of obtaining 
it immaterial.83 As to the objection that the proceedings would have no 
place in the Books, this was an error and he would refer the hon. members 
to pages 33 and 34 of the Books of this House.84 There were two or three 
precedents for his original motion, and he thought it best to adhere to 
it; he would, however, leave it to the sense of the House.85 The other 
questions were premature, and when those questions arose, he should be 
able to answer them; and he therefore moved, that the Returning Officer, 
as he is now in town, be summoned to appear at the Bar of this House. 86 


MR. SOL. GEN. CAMERON--said the hon. member for Quebec had himself 
mentioned a reason for discussing this matter before the House, rather 
than in Committee, by speaking of the poll clerks being brought up to the 
bar. Now he must know that witnesses could only be examined when the Speak- 
er was in the Chair, and therefore, it was evident that they must come be- 
fore the House in Session.87 


SIR A. MACNAB--thought it more consonant with parliamentary usage for 
business of this kind to go on with the Speaker in the chair, and then, 
if necessary, be referred to a special committee, or a committee of the 
whole House C5 He wished the hon. Member for Quebec to read his resolu- 
tions. 


MR. AYLWIN--said he proposed first to call up the poll clerks, and 
examine them; and then move a set of resolutions affirming that Mr. DeWitt 
was duly elected. 90 
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COL. PRINCE--thought there was no doubt that the Returning Officer had 
wronged the gentleman who was the popular candidate.9!1 ((He)) thought the 
simplest and most proper course?’ was only first to establish the facts by 
examining?3 the Returning Officer94 and ascertain((ing)) the majority of 
the returns from the Poll Books?>, and then to resolve that the Clerk of the 
Crown in Chancery be permitted to amend the return.? The candidate proved 
to have had the largest number of votes should be declared duly elected, and 
should then take his seat in the House.9/ 


MR. AYLWIN--withdrew his motion ((concerning the Returning Officer)) 98, 


The debate closed on the understanding that the matter should be 
referred to a Committee of the whole House on the following day.99 


(3) 
On motion of the Honorable Mr. Aylwin, seconded by Mr. Price, 


Ordered, That the Return and Poll Books for the last Eleetton for the 
County of Beauharnots, be committed to a Committee of the whole House, 
for to-morrow. 


MR. DRUMMOND190_-begged to bring the attention of this House to a fact 
similar to one that had occupied the House for the last hour, and that 
was the election for Three Rivers, and as the Borough of Three Rivers was 
unrepresented in the House, it was their duty to ask why it was so.t01 In 
moving "that the Clerk of the Crown in Chancery do forthwith lay before the 
House the return for the Town of Three Rivers," ((he)) said, that it was 
unnecessary to enter into any discussion on the question whether this inquiry 
might be entered upon or not immediately, they might very properly come to a 
conclusion that in matters affecting their privileges or the organization 
of the House, they might inquire forthwith. (Hear.)1092 


MR. CHAUVEAU--seconded the motion.103 
The Clerk then read the special return from Three Riversl04 , 


MR. DRUMMOND--said, that in this case the returns alone would not suffice; 
it was necessary to have thel05 poll-books brought before the House, as the 
inspection of these books would suffice to convince the House that it had but 
one duty to perform, and that was to declare Mr. Dumoulin the member elected. 
(Hear.)196 He could prove beyond a doubt, that Mr. Dumoulin should have been 
returned for that place; and entered into the particulars of the caselO/, It 
appeared from the special return just read that at half-past one o'clock108 
on the second day of polling, when Mr. Dumoulin was in a majority ... Mr. 
Polette, the only other candidate, had protested against the election, not 
on the ground of violence, but because votes had been received which he con- 
tended were not legal110, At half-past 4 o'clock, however, Mr. Polette re- 
tired, gave up the contest, and then the Returning Officertll closed the 
Book, and putting it under his arm, said, 112 "T shall leave the place and 
there shall be no election;"113 and this closed the election.114 Probably 
after he got home, 115 he sat down andll® took it into his head to state that 
in consequence of Mr. Dumoulin's friendsl18_ 


cme, 


How was he to know who were Mr. Dumoulin's friends? (hear, hear, )119 


MR. DRUMMOND:-having obstructed the passage to the poll, he was com- 
pelled to discontinue the election, and had therefore withdrawn at half- 
past four, when there were no votes to be received! and no candidate to 
oppose Mr. Dumoulin! (Hear, hear.)120 How he knew the friends of Mr. 
Dumoulin from those of Mr. Polette, he (Mr. D.) did not know.l21 mr. 
Drummond trusted the House would act with promptitude and unanimity in 
these election matters.122 It was high time that a stop was put to these 
sree the country was at this time in the hands of the Returning Offi- 
cer - 


Yes, yes, ftom Mr. Chabot. 124 


MR. DRUMMOND ((continued:)) and if Returning Officers were allowed 
to do as | Mra Dixon,. the Returning Officer for Three Rivers had done in 
this case, there would be an end to all freedom of election. (Hear, 
hear.) It was clear that he had but one duty to perform; the law requir- 
ed that the Returning Officer should declare duly elected and return the 
person having the majority of votes. It appeared from the poll books 
that Mr. Dumoulin had the majority of votes, but instead of returning 
him, the Returning Officer had made a special return, in which he stated 
that there was a manifestation of violence, in consequence of which he 
had thought proper to make no return.125 He then moved, seconded by Mr. 
Chauveau, that the Clerk of the Crown in Chancery should produce before 
the House, the poll book in which the votes were recorded. He would 
abstain from making any further remarks until to-morrowl26 as he wanted 
hon. Members to see the returns.t 


The question was then put and carried without opposition.128 


MR. NOTMAN--129 brought before the notice of the House the extraordi- 
nary return which had been made of a Member to represent the County of 
Oxford, who had received a much smaller number of votes than another Can- 
didate.139 In so doing he ((Mr. Notman)) felt great pleasure in hearing 
from all the members of the House a great desire to preserve the purity 
of the House. Two cases in which the House had already expressed some 
opinion were cases in which seats were vacant; in the case of Oxford the 
seat was improperly filled. He thought that it was the duty of the House 
to proceed to no business until every portion of the country was fairly 
represented in it; to inquire first into the right by which persons sat 
in the House, who had obtruded themselves into it contrary to law and 
right. (Hear, hear.) It was highly important that they should take up 
cases of this description before they bestowed a moment's consideration 
upon seats that were vacant. (Hear, hear.) It was highly important that 
their fellow-subjects who were misrepresented, who had their opinions 
misrepresented, who had an individual sitting in that House, and voting 
in a way they never authorized him to vote (hear, hear;) should be righted. 
And in the case of the Oxford election, he thought if the House had any 
sense of justice, or desire to maintain purity of election, it would come 
to the conclusion that the gentleman who at this moment held the seat 
for Oxford had nol31l shadow of al32 right to sit there. (Loud cries of 


24 


hear, hear.)133 In order to prevent hon. members from being taken unpre- 
pared, he should proceed to point out the coursd (sic) he proposed to 
pursue; 134 with these few preliminary remarks ... that the Clerk of the 
Crown in Chancery be directed to produce forthwith to this honourable 
House, the poll books of the last Oxford Election, together with the writ 
of election and return, and also all papers and documents connected with 
the said election.135 


(3) 
On motton of Mr. Notman, seconded by Mr. Wetenhall, 
Oxford Elec- Ordered, That the Clerk of the Crown tn Chancery 
ELON. do forthwtth attend thts House wtth the last 


Return for the County of Oxford, together with 
the Poll Books, and all other papers, letters and docunents as may have 
been transmitted to htm by the Returning Offtcer for the satd County. 

And he attended aecordtngly wtth the satd Return, Poll Books, and 
other docwnents, and latd the same before the House. 


MR. NOTMAN--then read to the House the series of resolutions which 
it was his intention to movel36 during the investigation of the matter 
in question. 137 

1. Resolved,--That in obedience to a writ of election duly issued, 
and returnable to the Clerk of the Crown in Chancery on the 24th. day 
of January, in the present year, an election was held for the County of 
Oxford on the 28th. day of December, 1847. 

2. Resolved,--That Francis Hincks, Esq., and Peter Carroll, Esq., 
were proposed and seconded, and were candidates at the said election. 

3. Resolved,--That a poll was demanded and allowed by the Returning 
Officer according to law, and that the said poll was taken in the seve- 
ral townships comprised within the said County. 

4. Resolved,--That by the said poll books, returned to the said Clerk 
of the Crown in Chancery, with the said writ of election, it appears that 
813 votes were taken for the said Francis Hincks, and 478 votes for the 
said Peter Carroll; and that therefore, so far as the facts appear from 
the said poll books, the said Francis Hincks should have been returned 
duly elected. 

5. Resolved,--That notwithstanding the said majority of votes appear- 
ing in favour of the said Francis Hincks, the Returning Officer, who held 
the said election, returned the said Peter Carroll duly elected; and the 
said Peter Carroll has taken a seat in this House in pursuance of such 
return. 

6. Resolved,-=That a due regard for the rights of electors, and for 
the privileges of this House, requires that the said return should be 
amended according to the facts apparent upon the said poll books. 

7. Resolved,--That the Clerk of the Crown in Chancery do forthwith 
appear before the House and amend the return for the said County of Ox- 
ford, by erasing the name of Peter Carroll and inserting therein the 
name of the said Francis Hincks; and that the said Francis Hincks do 
take his seat in this House forthwith, in place of the said Peter Car- 
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FOLL, reserving to the said Peter Carroll], and to all others whom it may 
concern, all rights of petition and other proceeding for controverting 
and obtaining a final decision on the legality of the said return. 

8. Resolved,--That Mr. Speaker do issue his warrant summoning John 
George Vansittart, Esq., the Returning Officer at the said election, to 
the bar of this House forthwith, to answer for this said return to the 
said writ of election.138 


MR. RICHARDS moved that the Clerk of the town be directed to appear 
and produce the Poll Books for the County of Kent.139 He begged that this 
was about the last, that came under the catalogue of election cases (hear, 
hear;) and with regard to the circumstances of the case, he fancied they 
would be found to correspond somewhat more to the case of the County of 
Beauharnois, than to the last case, and he did not think that any evidence 
besides the poll books and return would be needed.140 oR The learned 
gentleman explained that his case was very nearly similar to that of Oxford, 
and that he intended to proceed in the same mode as his learned friend 
who preceded him had pointed out.t41 Tt was quite unnecessary that he 
should make any observations on the necessity of maintaining the purity of 
the House. He was happy to see that it was the intention of all sides of 
the House to take the matter up promptly. (Hear, hear. )142 


MR. LAFONTAINE--seconded the motion.143 


SIR A. MACNAB--thought it would be better to put off the consideration 
of the matter for two or three days .144 This was, he believed, the fifth 
contested election, and many of themimportant cases, that was to be de- 
cided reondeeew ds It was impossible all these election petitions should 
be considered in one day, 146 and it was not to be supposed that all hon. 
members had made up their minds, or could make them up to give so hasty a 
decision.147 He thought it would look rather eee that they should 
come there with their minds made up on these cases. 48 The country would 
say the majority was determined to push them through without regard to the 
rights of the parties.149 The hon. member for Middlesex had declared that 
the hon. member for Oxford had no right to a seat in that Housel59; ((he)) 
had declared the hon. member for Oxford an intruder.15! It was a pity 
such language should be used.152 His hon. friend after this, he thought, 
could hardly make his defence with much confidence before the honour- 
able member for Middlesex sitting as a judge. He thought that the hon. 
member would have been better able to act as a judge if he had refrain- 
ed from giving an opinion till he had heard all the factsl53 and seen 
the return.... He did not think the hon. member for Oxford could, with 
any confidence, make any defence before this House if hon. members, 
following the example of the hon. member for Middlesex, came to a conclu- 
sion before hearing the evidence. (Loud cries of hear, hear. )154 He 
for one should like to look into cases before he made up his mind.155 
He hoped that he should be ready to decide these cases impartiallyl56. 

He should act entirely according to his convictionl5/, He was voting 
with no party; he was giving no opinion; but he thought it most unjust 
that members on both sides of the House should be popping up and decid- 
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ing questions which the House had to decide to-morrow. It was not their 
duty to pronounce an hon. member an intruder in this House. The Return- 
ing Officer had declared him to be duly elected, and it was highly prob- 
able he knew as much about the matter as many hon. members.158 He thought 
hon. members quite right in instituting an early inquiry into the case 
in question;159 but he did not wish to have them decided in haste.160 

He wished the examinations to be postponed until after to-morrow, which 
would afford members more time to examine into their merits, and render 
((them)) more fit to act as judges.161 He was sure there could be no 
harm done by putting off the consideration of some of these cases, for 
the House could not have time to go on with them all to-morrow.l62 He 
thought it would be better to take two or three days to do it. (Hear, 
hear.)463 In conclusion he advised that the petitions should be brought 
up in two or three days, and not on one day. 164 


MR. AYLWIN--thought that the hon. member for Hamilton had made some 
observations in which every member of the House would heartly (sic) con- 
cur. (Hear.) But it must be recollected that that hon. gentleman had 
himself set them a precedent in this case; it must, therefore, be dis- 
tinctly understood that he (Mr. A.) was not liable to the sweeping ob- 
servations which the hon. gentleman had made, or if he was, he had as a 
guilty por ects the honourable member for Hamilton himself. (Hear, 
hear. )+ 2 He said he was satisfied that the course of an immediate in- 
vestigation was the right one;166 there were some extreme cases of injus- 
tice, in which there could be no objection to members giving their opin- 
ions in advance.l6/7 He was quite satisfied that the course that the 
hon. member for Hamilton had pursued inl68 the case of Mr. Woods, in 1841, 
who was returned for the same county (Kent) when the election was disputed 
in the same manner as presentl69 ((and who)) was restored to his seat, 
was the right one; and he could not conceive why the course was complain- 
ed of in 1848, upon which in 1841 no censure was cast from either side 
of the aoueeeo Then all aided the hon. Member from Kent.--He was 
thenl71 earnestly urged and1l72 prepared to give the Returning Officer a 
lesson, and if it should turn outl/3 that the same Returning Officer, 

Mr. George Wade Foot, had acted in both cases,174 and that his conduct 
was reprehensible on the present occasion,!/5 he, for one,l/6 should not 
now shrink from performing his dutyl//7 ((but)) would be inclined to teach 
him a lesson that would prevent such conduct in future.178 He should 
have no hesitation in accusing him of corruption, and would only regret 
that punishment was not meted out to him earlier.1l 


MR. AT. GEN. SHERWOOD--contended that hon. members had a right to 
have time to consider these matters, to look into precedentsl80 and autho- 
rities.181 He was, with many other members, unprepared at present to 
give an opinionl82, He had heard that a certain course was to be pursued 
with regard to, certain elections, and’ inj orderstc?be prepared (to %say~ some= 
thing on the subject, he had gone into the library to look into some books, 
but he had found that the hon. gentlemenl83 on the other side of the 
Housel84 who had been preparing themselves in these cases had taken away 
all the books, that he had wished to refer to and had not returned them; 


2) 


these books should be left in the library except when they were brought 
down to the House on particular occasions.185 He requested that they be 
restored immediately.186 In his humble opinion the proposition of the 
hon. member for Middlesex was a startling case, and contrary, he believed, 
to the decisions contained in these books.187 He trusted that a fair 

and reasonable time should be allowed. It was impossible for many members 
to be prepared to-morrow, and longer time should be given them.188 - For 
himself he wanted time to look into precedents and authorities.189 


MR. PRICE--thought it somewhat singular that the gentlemen on the 
Ministerial Benches, of all members of the House,l99 were not prepared on 
the election returns which had been brought before the House.191 I£ he 
understood right, the Ministers did not wish to push the discussion.192 
Had they themselves not appointed all the Returning Officers whose con- 
duct was now under discussion--were they not every man of them the poli- 
tical friends of the gentlemen opposite--and (strange enough) had not 
every one of these novel returns occurred in cases where the ministerial 
candidate was at the bottom of the po11!193 (Loud erties of hear, hear.) 
In every single instance, the corruption of the Returning Officer had 
been exercised for the purpose of returning supporters of the government. 
(Hear, hear.) It was strange that they should not be prepared to vindi- 
cate the conduct of their officers and that they should ask to have time 
to look into precedentsl%4, Surely the hon. members of the Treasury Ben- 
ches might ere now have gained full information from gentlemen who had 
so seated themselves.195 They had been residing in the city ever since 
the time of the elections and had had an opportunity of ransacking the 
library down to the present moment. (Hear, hear.)196 He (Mr. Price) 
was quite prepared to grant time to any gentleman opposite to whom the 
facts were new, and who had enjoyed no opportunity of investigating 
theml97, ((they)) should have an opportunity to look into these cases, 
and search for precedents; butl98 he was not disposed to do so to mem- 
bers of the Government who resided in Montreal, and had for weeks back 
access to the fullest information.199 (Hear, hear.)200 Those ministers 
ought to be the last persons who should ask for time. They ought to have 
looked into the law by which their Returning Officers were to be main- 
tained.201 It was their duty to be ready to justify the acts of their 
Returning Officers.202 


MR. AT. GEN. SHERWOOD--rose and spoke...on the remarks that had been 
made by gentlemen on the other side of the House.203 ((He said)) it was 
not his duty to be prepared to justify Returning Officers; it was not his 
duty to be prepared to defend any one against the rumours of newspapers204. 
((He)) was not at all prepared to come down here to defend Returning Offi- 
cers who had acted corruptly205 --if they had done wrong let them be pu- 
nished. But he had no right to assume they had done wrong till their 
conduct was complained of 206 and he had no right to assume that the mis- 
conduct complained of had taken place, unless it was established here. 207 
Nor did he ask time to defend Returning Officers, he asked time as a Mem- 
ber of this House to condemn them if they had violated their duty208. He 
had a strong feeling upon some of these cases; but he must know all the 
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facts before he could decide on them, and had he known them, and wished 
to look into the law upon the subject he could not have found the time209 
day after day210 continually to sit in the Library211 of the House,212 
examining books; and should he do so, hon. Members opposite would soon 
raise the cry, that he was neglecting the affairs of Government.213 And 
was he to be charged with unnecessarily asking for time, and to be expect- 
ed to come down to that House prepared to defend every Returning Officer 
whom he had ever appointed? No. It was not his duty--it was not his in- 
clination--it was not his intention.214 He thought it was quite time for 
Ministers to enquire into the matter when the question had been mooted-- 
and alluded to the passing of the Grenville Act, as giving a precedent 

to the correctness of the proceedings of the returning officer.215 He 
should vote upon these questions in such a way as he thought it could 
justify to the country and to the House. (Hear, hear).216 


MR. BALDWIN--was sorry to see anything like heat excited in the dis- 
cussion of these matters.21/7 ((He)) believed the heat of the remarks 
made by the Attorney General West, were attributable to those of the 
hon. and gallant Knight, when speaking of what had fallen from the hon. 
Member for Middlesex218. ((He)) was sorry that the hon. and gallant 
knight,--the member for Hamilton--with his parliamentary practice and 
knowledge of the proceedings of the House, should have taken occasion 
to condemn the hon. member for Middlesex without considering that the 
observations which fell from his hon. and learned friend came from a 
young member. He thought that he had failed to give them their proper 
parliamentary interpretation.219 With that interpretation they would 
only mean, that supposing such and such representations were true, the 
sitting member must be looked on as an intruder. That was at least ex- 
cusable in a young member.220 He felt that the little heat which had 
been raised upon this question was to be attributed to the hon. and gal- 
lant Knight. He was aware that these were exciting topics; they all 
felt it221 but all, even the most reverend would at times forget them- 
selves222, (Hear, hear.) But he hoped that in disposing of discussions 
of this kind, the House would come to them with as little feeling as 
possible, and as though their duty was to protect the public at large, 
without reference to party divisions.223 As to the haste of the pro- 
ceedings, let them be brought forward when they might, he, for one, 
gave no vote on any question unless well convinced of its justice, and 
endeavoured at all times to divest himself of prejudice.224 He should 
give no vote in any of these cases unless he was convinced that such 
would be the vote which he should give, if the case were reversed and 
the party concerned was a member of the opposite side.225 He hoped that 
the matter would be proceeded with in a cool and impartial manner.226 


SIR A. McNAB--thought what he had said had been mistaken.227 ((He)) 
still thought that considering that the hon. member for Oxford was re- 


turned here by the Returning Officer228-- 


Here the hon. member was interrupted with loud laughter and ironical 
cheers from the opposition. 229 


a) 


SIR A. MACNAB ((continued:)) and had actually taken his seat, it was 
not quite right to say that he was intruding himself on that House, and 
had no right to remain there. He thought that the time had not arrived 
when they were to pronounce judgment in this matter.230 He did not 
object to proceed with one or two of the cases, but23l he did think it 
looked rather strange232 that everyone should propose233 that all these 
elections were appointed to come up to-morrow.234 Besides, if others 
are prepared to proceed, I am not.235 He could not so soon make up his 
mind on a subject of such great importance, but he apprehended that when 
he had an opportunity of doing do, hon. members would have no occasion to 
find fault with the course that he should pursue.236 He thought such a 
proposal totally without precedent23/, He did not think hon. members 
opposite could show him an instance in the British House of Commons 
where so many election cases were taken up and disposed of on the follow- 
ing day. He thought it looked bad upon the Journals.238 The House had 
better not appoint all to-morrow, put some off till another day, or it 
might be charged against the hon. member239 for the Fourth Riding, ((who)) 
should remember that he was now ruling in the House, or at least that 
he belonged to a large majority opposed to a very small minority; and if 
they hurried on these cases240, with too much haste, it would appear too 
much as if the majority was determined on its course, and that with it,241 
"might was right". He expressed no opinion on the conduct of the Return- 
ing Officers, or on the elections, nor would he do so until the proper 
time,242 when...he should be prepared to express an opinion on these 
cases; but that period had not yet come.243 He thought they all seemed 
in very great haste about the matter.244 


M. PAPINEAU249-- a parlé en francais.246 On semble se méprendre sur 
la maniére de procéder dans cette circonstance.247 He was in favour of 
taking up these election cases without any delay.248 Il ne croit pas 
qu'il soit nécessaire, comme un des honorables membres le paraissait 
croire, d'étudier l'histoire des précédents parlementaires en Angleterre 
pour arriver 4 une conclusion sur le sujet.249 On pourrait se demander 
quelle est la pratique de la mére-patrie dans des cas analogues. Mais 
a-t-on jamais vu des cas semblables?250 Quant 4 la chaleur de la dis- 
cussion, elle est bien naturelle; la chambre est attaquée dans son hon- 
neur et son indépendance;251 on ne devait pas ... s'attendre 4 autant de 
sang-froid ici qu'en Angleterre en discutant de pareils sujets. On ne 
voyait pas en Angleterre des cas de corruption si flagrante.252 It was 
apparent that three constituencies were altogether unrepresented and 
that one--if public report were to be believed--was misrepresented.253 
On a dit qu'il n'y a pas d'exemple d'un aussi grand nombre d'élections 
contestées fixées pour le méme jour; c'est vrai; mais laisserait-on dans 
d'autres pays 4 des officiers-rapporteurs de juger de ces cas? non on 
ne le souffrirait pas.254 On n'a jamais vu en Angleterre que les cabales 
et intrigues d'élections se soient rendues jusqu'aux officiers-rapporteurs; 
que des efforts pour vicier les retours aient été faits par ceux qui 
nommaient ces officiers-rapporteurs.255 Notre loi d'élections est plus 
vicieuse que dans tous les autres pays256 where there was Constitutional 
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Government257. Partout ailleurs, il y a des autorités exprés pour cette 
fin. En Angleterre le pouvoir de décider en ces matiéres n'est pas 
accordé a des officiers-rapporteurs258. ((There)) the Returning Officers 
of cities and boroughs were elective officers of the corporations; and 

in counties the Sheriffs were ex officio Returning Officers. In France 
and Belgium, the people chose the presiding officers at their elections; 
and in the United States, they were wholly elective; whereas259 ce 
n'était qu'au Canada260 ((that)) they were chosen at the pleasure of the 
executive. On this account, when complaints were made of the corrupt 
conduct of these officers, it was the more necessary to enquire into 

them without delay. In the cases before the House, there was no neces- 
sity for looking into precedents, or occupying any time in investigation. 261 
Les membres de la chambre doivent se trouver blessés dans leur honneur 

et leur indépendance de voir trois membres privés de leur siéges.262 

Quel bien pouvait-on attendre d'une chambre qui verrait avec calme le re- 
tour d'un homme ayant la minorité des voix? ... Elle se doit a elle-méme 
et au pays de hater la décision de ces matiéres.263 La chambre a déja 
trop retardé, elle aurait di se saisir de ce sujet au premier moment pour 
compléter l'assemblée avant de présenter des mesures importantes. Ona 
déja tenté dans cette chambre plusieurs efforts pour remédier aux incon- 
vénients de la loi, mais tous ces efforts ont été nullifiés par d'autres 
corps. Ceux qui trouvent la précipitation de cette chambre trop grande 
devraient concevoir que la question présente, est une question de privi- 
lége,264 ((which)) ought to be disposed of promptly by the House265, et 
non une question de rivalité. Il s'agit de compléter le corps législa- 
tif.266 Tous les comtés ont également droit d'étre représentés en 
parlement.267 I1 n'y a qu'a corriger les rapports des officiers-rappor- 
teurs et la question sera réglée. C'est aux membres qu'il appartient 

de siéger comme juges et c'est 4 eux qu'est confiée la protection du 
corps entier. Pourquoi toutes ces mesures préliminaires qui retardent 
pour rien la solution de la question?268 En jugeant des droits des 
individus,269 ((par exemple)) s'il s'agissait de décider entre deux 
Membres,2/0 la chambre ne saurait @tre trop circonscrite par les formes, 
mais les questions de priviléges sont entiérement différentes. Ona 
parlé du Grenville Act, cet acte pourvoie pour les contestations d'élec- 
tion, mais aucune de ses dispositions ne concernent les questions qui 
nous occupent aujourd'hui.271 Three large counties were disfranchised by’ 
the freak of partizan returning officers, although peaceful elections had 
been held and candidates returned by overwhelming majorities.272 Voici 
trois grands comtés dont les représentants devraient voter sur toutes 

les questions d'intérét public, sans représentants. I1 fallait sans tar- 
der leur en donner;2/3 il faut agir immédiatement et demander que les 
writs soient complétés.274 The duty of the Returning Officers is clearly 
defined by law, and is, that they shall add up the votes polled for each 
candidate, and return the one with a majority of votes.275 L'officier- 
rapporteur n'est pas un juge, il n'est qu'un instrument de calcul. La 
loi lui défend de juger et elle lui commande de donner son rapport, de 

le soumettre a une autorité plus respectable. Que l'officier ait agi par 
ignorance ou par corruption n'importe2/6 a Public Officer was as much to 
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blame for one as the other2/77,. A qui est-ce a décider? si non aux membres 
de cette chambre, seuls compétents.278 No injury could be done to any- 
ene; in two of the cases there were no contending parties, and in all of 
them, the full right of appeal was reserved to every one interested.2/9 
Mr. Papineau then expressed his entire concurrence in what had fallen 
from the hon. member for Middlesex (Mr. Notman) relative to the sitting 
member for Oxford, who must know that he was an intruder in the House, 

and who had nevertheless presumed to give a vote on a question before 
it.280 He did not say distinctly that the Member at present sitting for 
Oxford had no right to vote or take his seat;281 mais...il avait tout 
l'air d'...étre un ((usurpateur)), puisqu'un officier-rapporteur a décidé 
de la qualification de candidat qui l'opposait et avait la majorité, quand 
cet officier-rapporteur n'avait aucun droit de le faire.282 I1 a usurpé 
suivant l'apparence, et personne n'a meilleur droit d'en juger que cette 
chambre ot il trouvera justice. I1 faut agir immédiatement, car ce membre 
peut voter sur des questions importantes sur lesquelles il n'a pas droit 
de voter.283 It is the first duty of this House to defend itself from 

the vote of any Member it may not think properly qualified.284 I1 serait 
mieux de laisser 14 toutes les mesures préliminaires et d'en venir au 
fait, qui ne demande pas de longues études. 11 n'est pas méme nécessaire 
de le référer a des comités pour avoir des arguments solides, tous les 
arguments peuvent @tre épuisés ici. Si celui qui siége a droit, son 

siége ne lui sera pas 6té, on saura 4 quoi s'en tenir. S'il est dans la 
minorité et qu'il vienne voter, le comté qu'il représente n'aurait-il pas 
droit de se repentir, s'il influait sur des questions importantes qui le 
concernent.285 Still, despite the corruption and intrigues of the present 
Ministry and their Returning Officers, the country had nobly responded to 
the appeal of the Liberals, and returned them by a tremendous majority 
(une majorité écrasante). (Hear, hear.) He...concluded by saying if 

Mr. Carroll had taken his seat, and it was proved, as it no doubt could 
be, that he had no right to it, would not the Ministry have good reason 

to repent of their act?286 L'honorable membre, aprés plusieurs autres 
observations, conclut en disant qu'il fallait s'occuper de ces affaires 
avec la plus grande célérité et procéder de jour en jour jusqu'a ce qu'- 
elles fussent toutes décidées. Si le jour suivant cependant on donnait 

de bonnes raisons pour un plus long délai, ce serait injuste de le refus- 
er.287 Tout se décidera dans cette chambre sans précipitation. 288 


(3) 
Then,on motion of the Honorable Mr. Attorney General Sherwood, second- 
ed by the Honorable Mr. Solicitor General Cameron, 
The House adjourned, 289 


APPENDIX: 28 FEBRUARY 1848. 


((NOTICES OF MOTION.))290 


Notices of motion...((were)) given by several members291, 


FOOTNOTES: 28 FEBRUARY 1848. 


LE CANADIEN's correspondent reported in its issue of 3 March 1848: 
"M. Morin a fait l'allocution d'usage dans les deux langues". 

The JOURNALS' report, p. 3, combined similar motions regarding the 
elections of Beauharnois, Three Rivers and Kent, into one motion, 
whereas in reality the House considered each motion separately. The 
debate on the first of these elections, that of Beauharnois, was re- 
ported by the following: MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 29 February 1848, great 
chunks of whose columns have been cut away leaving enough, however, 
to determine that its account was identical to BRITISH COLONIST, 7 
March 1848; PILOT, 29 February 1848, PACKET, 4 March 1848, and BATH- 
URST COURIER, 3 March 1848, in identical accounts; MONTREAL GAZETTE, 
1 March 1848, and ST. CATHARINES JOURNAL, 9 March 1848, in identical 
accounts except that in the ST. CATHARINES JOURNAL some speeches have 
been omitted entirely; LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 4 March 1848, which 
acknowledged its source as LA REVUE CANADIENNE, and in some respects, 
was also identical to MONTREAL GAZETTE, 1 March 1848; BRITISH WHIG, 

4 March 1848, which acknowledged the MONTREAL HERALD as its source, 
HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 8 March 1848, and PRINCE EDWARD GAZETTE, 10 
March 1848, in identical accounts, except that the GAZETTE omitted 
some speakers entirely; MONTREAL GAZETTE, 1 March 1848, and LA MINERVE, 
2 March 1848, in accounts which were basically identical, except that 
the MINERVE's was somewhat shorter, and each contained certain speech- 
es not included in the other; and L'AVENIR, 4 March 1848. The GLOBE, 
8 March 1848, and LE CANADIEN, 4 March 1848, contained summaries of 
the debate. Commentaries on the question may be found in LE JOURNAL 
DE QUEBEC, 4 March 1848, and GLOBE, 8 March 1848. LE CANADIEN, 3 
March 1848, observed that Aylwin made the motion which precipitated 
this debate "comme M. Sherwood allait proposer 1'ajournement". 
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PILOT, 29 February 1848. 

The debate on this matter was reported by: GLOBE, 8 March 1848; LE 
CANADIEN, 3 March 1848, which noted the debate; L'AVENIR, 4 March 
1848; PILOT, 2 March 1848; MONTREAL GAZETTE, 1 March 1848, and ST. 
CATHARINES JOURNAL, 9 March 1848, in identical accounts; MONTREAL 
TRANSCRIPT, 29 February 1848, great chunks of whose columns have been 
cut away, leaving enough, however, to determine that its account was 
identical to that of BRITISH COLONIST, 7 March 1848; and in identical 
accounts in MONTREAL HERALD, copied by BRITISH WHIG, 4 March 1848, 
PACKET, 4 March 1848, LA MINERVE, 2 March 1848, LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 
4 March 1848, acknowledging LA REVUE CANADIENNE as its source, HAMIL- 
TON SPECTATOR, 8 March 1848, and PRINCE EDWARD GAZETTE, 20 March 1848. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 1 March 1848. 

PILOT, 2 March 1848. 

IBID. 

PACKET, 4 March 1848, added: "but not in such a manner as to be intel- 
ligible to us. We could only gather that he declined to make any 
return on account of the violence which, as he alleged, was committed 
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by the friends of Mr. Dumoulin." 
BRITISH COLONIST, 7 March 1848. 
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The debate on this matter was reported by: PILOT, 2 March 1848; MONT- 
REAL GAZETTE, 1 March 1848; GLOBE, 8 March 1848; L'AVENIR, 4 March 

1848; LA MINERVE, 2 March 1848; BRITISH COLONIST, 7 March 1645. and 

ST. CATHARINES JOURNAL, 9 March 1848, in identical accounts; MONTREAL 
HERALD, whose account was copied by BRITISH WHIG, 4 March 1848, PACKET, 
4 March 1848, PRINCE EDWARD GAZETTE, 20 March 1848, HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 
8 March 1848, and LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 4 March 1848, which acknowledged 
as its source LA REVUE CANADIENNE. Commentaries are contained in EXA- 
MINER, 1 March 1848; and HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 8 March 1848. 
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BRITISH COLONIST, 7 March 1848. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 1 March 1848. According to the GLOBE, 8 March 1848, 
the last resolution "was received with loud applause". 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 1 March 1848. The debate on this matter was also re- 
ported in: MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 29 February 1848, great chunks of whose 
columns have been cut away leaving enough, however, to determine that its 
account was identical to BRITISH COLONIST, 7 March 1848, and CHATHAM 
GLEANER, 7 March 1848; LA MINERVE, 2 March 1848, in an account identical 
to but shorter than that in PILOT, 2 March 1648, except for Papineau's 
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in independent versions by both papers; MONT- 


REAL GAZETTE, 1 March 1848, and ST. CATHARINES JOURNAL, 9 March 1848, 

in identical accounts; LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 4 March 1848, which acknow- 
ledged as its source LA REVUE CANADIENNE, and whose account was identical 
to PACKET, 4 March 1848, BRITISH WHIG, 4 March 1848, and HAMILTON SPEC- 
TATOR, 8 March 1848, which all copied MONTREAL HERALD; GLOBE, 8 March 
1848, in whose account some speeches were identical and others com- 
pletely dissimilar to the accounts taken from MONTREAL HERALD; L'A- 
VENIR, 4 March 1848; and LE CANADIEN, 3 March 1848, which noted the 
debate, and printed LA REVUE CANADIENNE's version of Papineau's 
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MONTREAL GAZETTE, 1 March 1848. 

PILOT. 2 Maren wo4s. 

IBID. 

TEED 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 1 March 1848. 

PILOT, 2: March 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 1 March 1848. 

PILOT, 2 March W846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 1 March 1848. 

PILOT, 2 Mareh 1646. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 1 March 1848. 

PILOT, 2 March 1848. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 1 March 1848. 

PILOT, 2 March 1848. 

PACKET, 4 March 1848. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 1 March 1848. 

PILOT, 2«March 1848. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 1 March 1848. 

Both GLOBE, 8 March 1848, and LE CANADIEN, 3 March 1848, commented 
on Papineau's speech, manner, and appearance. The GLOBE observed: 
"Hisrising created considerable sensation, and he was listened to 
withomuch-attention: He is a fine looking man, eraceful in his action, 
and he speaks very plainly.'' LE CANADIEN wrote: "Soit émotion, soit 
accident dés les premiéres paroles qu'il prononcga, M. Papineau se 
trouva enroué et presque suffoqué. 11 s'arréta, demanda un verre 
d'eau, puis continua. Sa voix paraft s'étre affaiblie, probablement 
par le défaut d'exercice. Mais il a toujours la méme éloquence et 
la méme vigueur de pensée et d'expressions." 

LE CANADIEN, 3 March 1848. 

LA MINERVE, 2 March 1848. 

PILOT, 2 March 1848. 

LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 4 March 1848. 

LA MINERVE, 2 March 1848. 

LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 4 March 1848. 

L'AVENIR, 4 March 1848. 

PILOT, 92 Mareh 1848. 

LA MINERVE, 2 March 1848. 

LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 4 March 1848. 

LA MINERVE, 2 March 1848. 

PILOT. <2 Mareh 1846. 

LA MINERVE, 2 March 1848. 

PILOT, 2 March 1848. 

L'AVENIR, 4 March 1848. 

PILOT, 2 March 1848. 

LA MINERVE, 2 March 1848. 

LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 4 March 1848. 

LA MINERVE, 2 March 1848. 

PILOT fe? March 2846; 

LA MINERVE, 2 March 1848. 

LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 4 March 1848. 
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LA MINERVE, 2 March 1848. 

LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 4 March 1848. 

L'AVENIR, 4 March 1848. 

LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 4 March 1848. 

GLOBE, 8 March 1848. 

LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 4 March 1848. 

LA MINERVE, 2 March 1848. 

PILOT, 2 March 1848. 

LA MINERVE, 2 March 1848. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 1 March 1848. 

LA MINERVE, 2 March 1848. 

GLOBE, 8 March 1848. 

PILOT, 2 March 1848. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 1 March 1848. 

LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 4 March 1848. 

LA MINERVE, 2 March 1848. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 1 March 1848. 

LA MINERVE, 2 March 1848. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 1 March 1848. 

LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 4 March 1848. 

LA. MINERVE, 2 March 1848. 

According to MORNING CHRONICLE, 1 March 1848, and HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 
4 March 1848, the adjournment took place at a quarter past six. How- 
ever, in its report of 1 March 1848, HAMILTON SPECTATOR wrote more 
specifically: "The House adjourned at 12 minutes past 6 P.M." The 
PILOT, 2 March 1848, gave the time of adjournment as "half-past six 
SC Clock. 

The debate on this matter was reported in: PILOT, 29 February 1848, 
and PACKET, 4 March 1848, in identical accounts. 

PILOT, 2 March 1848. 


TUESDAY, 29 FEBRUARY 1848. 


(3) 
Mr, Wilson JOHN WILSON, Esquire, Member for the Town of London, 
takes his Seat. having previously taken the oath, aceording to law, 

and subscrtbed before the Commisstoners the Roll containing 
the sane, took his seat tn the House. 


(4) 
Report of Mr. Speaker communicated to the House, a Report 
Ltbrartan. recetved from the Librarian, of the present state of the 


Itbrary of the House, pursuant to a Standing Order of the 
19th June, 1841; whitch Report is as followeth: 


Itbrary, Legtslative Assembly, 
Zoth February, 1848. 


In compltanece with the Standing Order in that case made and provided, the 
Librarian begs leave to submit a Report, for the information of Your Honorable 
House, and to state, that pursuant to a Resolution passed in the last Session 
of Parlianent, adopting a Report of the Library Committee, the order for 
English books, recommended to be purchased by the satd Committee, was placed 
tn the hands of Messrs. Armour and Ramsay, booksellers of this city, and by 
them forwarded to their Agents in London for execution. The books, without 
loss of time, were collected, and shipped on board the Alabama, but, in a 
heavy gale of wind, that vessel was unfortunately lost with all her cargo, 
tn consequence of which no books from England have been obtained since the 
last Report, with the exception of a few which have been procured via the 
United States, for a list of whitch see the Appendix. 

It ts sattsfactory to state, that the whole of the lost volumes were 
insured by the booksellers to thetr full value, and that no pecuntary loss 
will be tneurred by the wreck of the above mentioned vessel 

The list of books in the French language, ordered to be purchased by 
Your Honorable House, and included in the adopted Report of the Library 
Committee, was given to Messrs. Fabre and Company, but from the lateness 
of the period at whtch the Resolution of adoption was agreed to, it could not 
be executed before the opening of the navigation in the present year, but there 
ts every reason to expect that the whole will then be procured. 

Pursuant to the directions of the Committee of the Library, the valuable 
and unique collection of books on the History of America, has been placed in 
the cases made for its reception and security, it being thought absolutely 
necessary that they should no longer be subject to the risk of damage and 
loss to which in thetr former insecure state they were exposed. 

Such books as have been received for the Library under the Copyright 
Act, together with some miscellaneous purchases of works, thought more 
particularly necessary for the use of Your Honorable House, have been enwnerated 
in the Appendix of this Report. 

The total munber of books now in the Library, not including the American 
class, whitch ts deseribed in a separate Catalogue, amounts to 9,630,--and that 
class contains 1,578,--making a total of 11,008. 

ALL of which ts respectfully submitted. 
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WILLIAM WINDER 
Ltbrartan, Legtslative Assembly. 


APPENDIX. 


Books recetved tn the Library stnce the preceding Annual Report. 
In continuation of Pertodtcal or other Works tn the Ltbrary:-- 


Gaspartn--Cours d'Agrtculture, vol. 3. 
Mechanic's Magaztne, vol. 45. 
Gentleman's Magazine, vol. 26. 
Quarterly Review, vol. 78. 
Edinburgh Revtew, vol. 84. 
Blackwood's Magazine, vol. 60. 
Guy's Hospttal Reports, vol. 2,3,4. 
Repertory of Patent Inventions, WN.S., vol. 8. 
Index volume. 


Copland's Medteal Diettonary--parts 1 and 2 of vol. 3 
Hansard's Debates, vols. 86, 87, 88. 
Phtlosophtcal Transactions, for 1846, part 3. 
Impertal Calendar, for 1847. 

Parltanentary Companton, for 1847. 

M'Gregor's Commerctal Stattstics, vol. 3 

Quebee Directory, for 1847-8, (2 coptes.) 

Queen's Bench Reports, N.S., vol. 6. 

Hertslet's Commeretal Treattes, vol. 6. 

Barron and Arnold's Eleetton Cases. 

Harrtson's Digest of Law Reports, for 1846. 

Law List, for 1847. 

Companton to the Almanaek, for 1847. 

Hart's Army List, for 1847. 

Robinson's Upper Canada Reports, vol. 3 

Hunt's Merchant's Magazine, vols. 16 and 17. 
Revue de Légtslation du Bas-Canada, vol.2. 
Knight's Poltttcal Dicttonary, vol. 2. 
Monthoton's Capttvtty of Napoleon, vols. 3 and 4. 


Miscellaneous Purchases: 


(Prinetpally recetved from Messrs. Armour and Ramsay, agreeably to the 
orders of the Ltbrary Committee.) 


Pellew's Life of Lord Sidmouth, 3 vols. 

Humboltdt's Cosmos, vol. 1 

Wtlltams' Practtcal Geodesy. 

Meara's Law of Elections tn Ireland. 

Cresy's Encyclopedia of Civil Engineering, 2 vols. 
Walsh's Irtsh Registry Cases. 

Duptn's Military Force of Great Britain, 2 vols. 
Burke's Exttnet Peerage. 

Modus tenendt Parltamenta tn Htbernta. 
Transactions of the Geological Soctety, 7 vols. 
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Letters, &c. of Mary, Queen of Seots, 7 vols. 
Report on the Navigation Laws, to the House of Commons. 
Rireardo's Anatomy of the Navigatton Laws. 

Smith's Htstorical and Literary Curiosities. 
Riddell's Railway Parlianentary Practice. 

Moylan on Registration of Voters. 

United States Statutes at Large, 8 vols. 
Bouvter's American Law Dictionary, 2 vols. 
Tanner's American Canals and Rattlroads. 

Gillespie on Road Maktng. 

Opinions of Attorneys General of the United States, 2 vols. 
Amertean Congress Practice and Constitution. 
Cushing's Manual for Deltberative Assemblies. 
Clark's New York Assembly Manual. 

Lodge's Illustrations of British History, 3 vols. 
Walford's Laws of the Customs. 

Revised Statutes of Vermont. 

Siidetl's Travels in Spain, 5 vols. 

Thom's Book of the Court. 

Nelson's Letters and Dispatches, 7 vols. 
Marlborough Dispatches, 5 vols. 

Coviytels Life of Sehitier. 

Lady Stanhope's Travels, 3 vols. 

Gletg's Story of Waterloo. 

Head's Pampas; Stege of Vienna. 

Ford's Gatherings from Spain. 

St. John's Sporting tn the Htghlands. 

Edward's Voyage up the Amazon. 

Gingras, Voyage d'Orient, 2 vols. (2 copies.) 
Appleton's Library Manual. 

WiLlton's Seenes in a Soldter's Life. 

Esptnasse on Statutes. 

Milne on the Valuation of Annutttes, 2 vols. 
Lefeso; 0 Connell, 2 vots. 

Sale's Brigade tn Affghantstan; and Letters from Madras. 
Itfe of Horner, 2 vols. 

Reddte's Maritime Law, 2 vols. 

Collins’ Peerage, by Sir Egerton Brydges, 9 vols. 
Bell's Travels in Asta, 2 vols. 

Gully's Water Cure. 


(5) 

Ellts' Ortginal English Letters, 11 vols. 
Heylyn's Helps to History. 

Coleridge's Works, 11 vols. 

Verstagen's Antiquities. 

Macaulay's Field Fortification, 2 vols. 


Presented under the provisions of the Copyright Act:-- 
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Wilton, J.H., Scenes in a Soldter's Life.--Publtshed 
by R. and C. Chalmers of Montreal. 


Works added to the Collection on the History, &c. of Amertca:-- 


Album Littératre et Mustecal, de la Revue Canadtenne, 
pour L'an 1846-1847, 4to. 2 vols, (6 coptes.) 
Addtttonal Quebec Papers, 8 vo. 
Bradford, (U.A.J.) Notes on Valley of Upper Misstsstppt, 
8vo. 
Bradford, (Alden) Htstory of Massachisetts, 8vo. 3 vols. 
Back, (Captatn) Narrative of Arctte Land Expeditton, 8vo. 
Burnet, (Jacob) Notes on the Western Terrttory, 8vo. 
Bubbles of Canada, 8vo. 
Batrd, (R.) De laReligtonaux Etats Unts d'Amérique, 
8vo. 2 vols. 
Bartlett's Canadian Scenery, 4to. 2vols. 

Amertcan Scenery, 4to. 2 vols. 
Brown, (H.) Htstory of Illinots from tts dtscovery, 8vo. 
Barlow's Vtston of Columbus, 8vo. 

British Amertcan Journal of Setence, 4to. 1 and 2 vols. 

Champlain, (Samuel de) Journal des observattons fattes 
en Canada, &c. (Edttton of 1613,) 4to. 

Champlain's Voyages et Descouvertures fattes en la 
WV. Franee, (Edttton 1620,) 8vo. 

Contest, (The) tn Amerteca, 8vo. 

Carver's Travels tn America, &vo. 

Collection of Tracts on Taxatton tn America, 8vo. 2 vols. 

Chalmer's Political Annals, 4to. 

Coxe'’s, (Tench) Vtews on America, 8vo. 

De Roos' Narrative of Travels in Canada and United States, 
8Vv0. 

Dunn's Htstory of Oregon Terrttory, 8vo. 

Delafield's Enqutry on Antiquities of Amertca--New York, 
Jo39, te. 

Diekens' Amertcan Notes, 8vo. 2 vols. 

Darby, (W.) Memotr on Flortda--Phtladelphta, 1821, 8vo. 

Elits' Narrative of a Journey to New Britain, 8vo. 

French's Htstortcal Collecttons of Loutstana, 8vo. 

Franklin's, (Captatn) Narrative of Journey to Polar 
Sea, 4to. 

Frsher's Journal of Discovery to Arctte Regions, 8 vo. 

Farmer's American Letters, 8 vo. 

Farnham's, (Thomas) Travels tn the Great Western 
Pratriee , aso “2 vole. 

Flint, (Janes) Letters from Amertca--Edinburgh, 
1822, 8vo. 

Foot, (Stuart) Texas and the Textans--Phtladelphia, 
1841, 8vo. 2° vote. 

Fisher Ames' Works, 8vo. 
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Gesner's, (Dr.) Geological Survey of New Brunswick, 8vo. 
Gesner's, (Dr.) Geology of Nova Seotta, 8vo. 

Grund's Manners of the Americans, 8vo. 2 vols. 

Holmes (Abtel) Amertean Annals, 8vo. 2 vols. 

Hanway's Aecount of British Troops tn America,, 8vo. 
Hume's (G.) Canada as it is--New York, 1832, 12mo. 
Henderson's History of Iceland, 8vo. 


History of New York by Knickerbocker, &vo. 
Bazord!s, (B.) utstoriteal Collections, 4to. 2 vole. 
History, (Impartial) of War in America, 8vo. 
Histoire des Indes Occidentales (Maffei and Mangin,) fol. 
Historical Collections of Massachusetts, 8vo. 27 vols. 
Hook's, (W.F.) Life of Bishop Hobart, 8vo. 
Hubbard's Indian Wars, 8vo. 
Humboldt, Observations Astronomtques, &¢c., dans la 
Nouvelle Espagne, ¢to. 2 vols. 
Sur le Royaune de la Nouvelle Espagne, 4to. 
2 vols., avee Atlas, folio. 
History of the Indian Tribes of America; by M'Kenney 
ang Hall. (illustrated. fol. & vole. 
Hawkins', (E.) Church of England in the Colonies, 8vo. 
Hammond, (Jabez) History of Politteal Parties in New 
York from 1778 to 1840, 8vo. 2 vols. 
History of the Bank of the United States, 8vo. 
Hooton's Textana, or St. Louts' Isle, 8vo. 
Jontel's Journal of Voyage to Mexico, 8vo. 
Jefferson's Notes on Virginta, 8vo. 
Jefferson, Memotrs and Correspondence, 8vo. 4 vols. 
Interest of Great Britain considered, 8vo. 
Kip, (Reverand Mr.) Early Jesutt Missions tn Canada, 8vo. 
King's, (Dr.) Narrative of Expedition with Captain Baek, 8vo. 
Kennedy's Rise and Progress of Texas, 8vo. 
Kennedy, (John) Life of the first Lord Baltimore, 8vo. 
Lanman, (C.) Tour to the Saguenay, 8vo. 
Lesearbot (Marc) Voyages en la Nouvelle France, 
(drt. 26275) sve. 
La Popeliniére--Les. trots Mondes, 8vo. 
Lewis & Clarke's Expedition to the sources of the 
Misstssippt River, Dublin, 1817, 8vo. 2 vols. 
Literary Garland or Canadian Magazine, small fol. 9 vols. 
Murray's Historical and Topographical account of the 
United States, 12mo. 3 vols. 
Marryatt's (Captain) Diary in America, 8vo. 3 vols. 
Memotrs of Henry Timberlake, 8vo. 
Monette's History of Discovery, &c. of Misstssippt, 
8vo. 2 vols. 
Martineau (Harriet) Voyage aux Etats Unis, 8vo. 2 vols. 
Soetety in America--New York, 1837, 12 mo. 2 vols. 
Macleod's (Alexander) Trial for burning the Caroline 
~-N. Y. 1841, 8vo. 
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Nova Francta--translated from Lesearbot by Frondelle, 4to. 
O'Callaghan's (Dr.) History of the New Netherlands, 
80O.2U0L. 1. 
Prime's (Nathantel) Htstory of Long Island--N. Y. 
1845, 12 mo. 
Palmer's Travels in the Untted States and Canadas, 8vo. 
Quincy's (Jostah) History of Harvard Untverstty-- 
Cambridge, 1840, 8vo. 2 vols. 
Richardson's (Major) Eight years in Canada, 8vo. 
The Guards tn Canada; or the Potnt of Honor, 8vo. 
Roy (Mrs. Jennet) History of Canada, for the use of 
Schools, 12mo. 
Ross (Captatn) Voyage for Exploring Baffin's Bay, 4to. 
Russell (Witlltam) Htstory of America stnee tts dtscovery-- 
London, 1778s tooo to La. 
St. John's true desertptton of Lake Superior Country, 8vo. 
Stmpson's (Str George) Overland Journey, 8vo. 
Stmon's Indtans of Amertca tdentiftied, 8vo. 
Solts (Ant. de) Conquest of Mextco, translated by 
Tounsend, 8 vo. 2 vols. 


(6) 

Smith's Dtscourses on public occastons tn America, 8vo. 

Smith's (Coke) Sketches tn the Canadas, fol. 

Sabtne's Amertcan Loyaltst, 8vo. 

Santarem (Le Vteomte de) Recherches htstortques sur 
Vespuce, 8vo. 

Stoddart (Major A.) Desertptive Sketches of Loutstana, 8vo. 

Sansom's Sketches of Lower Canada--New York, 1807, 12mo. 

Sttles' (Prestdent) Htstory of the three Judges of 
Charles [--Hartford, 1794, 12mo. 

Schoolecraft--Oneta, or the Red Race of Amertca-- 
N. Y. 1845, 8vo. 

Trumbull's Indtan Wars, 8vo. 

Thompson's Recollections of Mexico, 8vo. 

Trumbull's (Benjamin) Htstory of Connectteut, from 
1630 to 1764--New Haven, 1818, 2 vols. 

Theiler, (E. A.) Canada.in 1837-8) 800; 2 véls- 

Von Tschudt's Travels in Peru, 8 vo. 

Venega's Htstory of Caltfornta, 8vo. 2 vols. 

Von Rawner (Fred.) America and the American People-- 
N. Y. 1846, 8vo. 

Volney's Amerteca, 8vo. 

Willtams' Addresses, &c. of the Prestdents of Amertca, 
8vo. 2 vols. 

Wilson (Marctus) American Htstory of Indian Trtbes, 
a@C., OVO. 

Washington and the Generals of the Amertcan Revolutton, 
8vo. 2 vols. 

Warburton's Hochelaga, 8vo. 

Wilkinson's (General) Report of Commtttee on hts conduct 
&e.--Washtngton, 1841, 8vo. 


Young on Colontal Education, 8vo. 
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Petitions The following Petitions were severally brought 
brought up. up and latd on the table:-- 


By Mr. Chauveau,--The Petition of J. Bte. C. 
Duputs and others, landholders of the Counttes of L'Islet and Bellechasse; 
and the Petition of Pierre Deguitse, of the Parish of St. Thomas. 

By Mr. Sherwood of Brockville,--The Petition of the Municipal Council 
of the District of Johnstown, (Assessment to support the Poor.) 

By Mr. Thompson, --The Petition of John T. Cooper and others, freehold- 
ers of the Townships of Walpole and Rainham; and the Petition of Wrlltam 
Fiteh and others, freeholders of the County of Haldimand. 

By Mr. Webster, --The Petition of the Muntctpal Couneil of the District 
of Wellington, (Pauper Emigrants;) the Petition of the Muntcipal Council 
of the District of Wellington, (New District of Bruce;) the Petition of 
the Muntetpal Counctl of the District of Wellington, (Pathmasters;) the 
Petition of the Muntetpal Council of the District of Wellington, (Common 
School Act;) and the Petition of the Munictpal Council of the District of 
Wellington (Assessment Rolls.) 

By Mr. Brooks,--The Petition of John D. Bostwick and others, of the 

strict of St. Francis; and the Petition of A. W. Kendrtek and Se OF 
ie Townshtp of Compton, in the District of Se Francts. 

By Mr. Macdonald of Glengarry,--The Petttion of D. AE. Macdonell, Es- 

Aad a nS 





plat tiie ty MACAONE LL, 
quire, Candidate at the late election of a OM for the County 03 


ont, and others, Electors of the said County,1 and ane PeCtLtLon of Charles 
Raewves and others, Electors of the Town of Cornwall. 

By Mr. Flint. The Petition of David Bruce and ot a of the Town of 
Pieton, tn the District of Prince Edward; the Petttton of the Muntctpal 
Counetl of the District of Veetorid, (Administration of Justice;) gre the 
Petition of the Muntetpal Counctl of the District of Vitetoria (Road.) 

By Mr. Morrtson,--The Petition of the Muntcipal Counetl of the Home 
District (Registration. ) 

By the Honorable Mr. Boulton,--The Petition of Nathan S. Coho, of 
Middleton, in the Distrtet of Talbot. 

By the Honorable Mr. Attorney General Sherwood,--The Petition of Wil- 
ltan Davis and others, of the City of BEC tavern-keepers. 

By Mr. Smtth of Durham, --The Petition of Janes Robertson and others, 
of the Townships of Clarke and Hope, in the District of Newcastle. 

By Mr. Drumnond,--The Petition of the St. Lawrence and Atlantte Ratl- 
road Company. 

By Mr. Taché,--The Petitton of the Mayor and Secrevary of the Munictpal 
Counetl of Rimouski (Registration;) the Petition of the Mayor and Secretary 
of the Muntetpal Council of Rimouski (Distribution of Laws;) and the Pett- 
tion of the Reverend P. Routier and others, of St. Louis de Kamouraska. 


Stns 











MR. PRICE--3 moved the appointment of a select committee to enquire 
whether certain documents (relating to the Indian Department) which appear- 
ed in the Journals of the House last session, as having been sent down from 
the Executive Government, did in reality emanate from the Government. 
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5 


efeated his endeavours to get the whole of this matter before the House 

and the Country .--? It had been alleged that the gentleman who was formerly 
at the head of the Indian Department had been a large defaulter; but as this 
department was under the control of the Imperial Government, the House could 
not interfere, but a committee was appointed to get at the facts by means 

of documents laid before them, and to enquire into the truth or the falsehood 
of the charge. The committee had been appointed last session® ((but))-at 

so late a period of the Session that they could not bring their deliberations 
to a termination.’ After great delay certain papers had at last been produced, 
which were said to have been sent down from the Head of the Government, 
and to be the only documents affecting the case3, ((and)) which were got 
printed in the Appendix to the Journals of the House.? It appeared, however, 
that these were not the only papers of importance, and it was strongly 
suspected that some of the documentsl0 printed in that Appendixll had not 
been sent down by the Head of the Government,1l2((they)) were not official... 
and...were never asked for,l3but were surreptitiously slipped in--to make 
out a case, if possible, for Mr. Jarvis, and screen him from public censurel4, 
((as he)) was a defaulter to the tune of £4800. He therefore moved the 
appointment of a committee to enquire into the matter. His only object in 
bringing up this matter before Parliament was to get at the facts of the 
case, and give the individual whose name was connected with the motion an 
opportunity (which he had not hitherto had) of vindicating his character. 
It was due to him that his friends should either show that the report which had 
gone abroad was not true, or come forward at once to make up the deficiencies 
which appeared against him.t5 He was determined to have the matter sifted, 
and proposed, in addition to appointing a committee for investigation, to 
address the Governor General as to the documents referred to.1® He concluded 
by moving that two members be added to Committee in place of two who were 
not now Members of the House. The new Committee, he proposed, should consist 
of Messrs. Seymour, Aylwin, Wetenhall, Brooks, and Price. 


MR. MORRISON--seconded the motion.18 
(6) 


Indtan Affairs. Resolved, That a Select Committee, composed of Mr. 
Price, Mr. Seymour, the Honorable Mr. Aylwin, 

Mr. Wetenhall, and Mr. Smtth of Frontenac, be appointed to enqutre tf certain 

Documents whtch appear tn the Appendix to the Journals of thts House of last 

Sesston, as having been sent down to the House by the Executtve Government 

in reply to an Address of the House, dtd in realtty emanate from the 

Executive Government, and tf they were latd before the House, and ordered to 

be printed; to report thereon wtth all conventent speed, with power to send 

for persons, papers, and records. 


MR. AT. GEN. BADGLEY--19 moved that the House do resolve itself into a 
Committee of the whole, to take into consideration the expediency of amending 
the Act 4 and 5, Vic. Cap. 12 (sic), relative to indigent Emigrants. 


MR. INSP. GEN. CAYLEY--((seconded the motion)).21 


((#e)) complained of the manner in which the Government had, time after time, 








MR. LAFONTAINE--objected to the appointment of the committee at the present 
time22, ((He)) remarked, that it was unusual to go into any business previous 
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to answering the Speech from the Throne; and that previous to considering the 
subject, any correspondence which had taken place between the home and 
Provincial Governments, should be laid before the House. 23 


MR. AT. GEN. BADGLEY-~-said that some correspondence had taken place 
between the Ministry and the home Government, which would be laid before the 
house as soon as possible24 , He said that any person who could read a 
newspaper had seen all the correspondence25 as it had been published in 
the newspapers, and was, consequently, well known to the members, 26 and the 
whole should be submitted to the House on the following day. But this was a 
matter affecting the sanatory (sic) state of the country, and requiring 
prompt action; he therefore“/ trusted that the house would not object to his 
proceeding, at the earliest possible moment, to the consideration of a matter 
of so much importance...The Bill which he intended to introduce upon the 
Resolutions he was going to move in Committee, would be28 printed and in the 
hands of Members2? in a few minutes.30 He had hoped to have presented it 
before, but trusted the House would bear with him and allow the Bill to go 
into Committee! and these resolutions to be read. (Hear, hear.)32 


MR. H. BOULTON--said that the House could take no notice of despatches 
or documents published in the newspapers >>. It was not information on which 
the House could act;34 they ought to be laid upon the table of the House before 
the House could notice them; and those despatches had certainly not been laid 
upon the table of the House at the time the motion was made. (Hear, hear.) 
But yet he would not oppose the Committee. Legislation would, no doubt, 
take place in England, which would modify the evils complained of; but it 
was the duty of Canada to take care of herself36 particuliérement contre les 
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maux dont il a a se plaindre, au sujet de l'émigration. 


MR. AT. GEN. BADGLEY--had referred to the newspapers merely for the 
purpose of facilitating this preliminary proceeding; and in the mean time the 
original documents, together with the blue book on the subject, published in 
the House of Commons, should be laid on the table for the benefit of members .38 
((He)) observed he was acting under peculiar circumstances, and hoped the 
House would not oppose the appointment of Committee. The responsibility of 
instant legislation rested with the Government, and he considered it so great 
that if he neglected it for an instant they would be justly blamed. The 
Government felt the great necessity of the immediate passing of this Bill. 
The Mail left for England next Friday. It ought to take home this Bill, 
that ship-owners might immediately have notice of the intended alteration 
in the Laws, and thus prevent a recurrence of the disastrous scenes of 1847. 
When they hear of the preparations making in England for Emigration next 
season, when they remembered the mischief which had occurred, the Government 
would be blameable in the extreme, if it consented to the delay of an hour 
only. They would gladly undertake the responsibility of bringing the motion 
forward, but not of delaying it a moment longer. 


MR. PAPINEAU--thought that it would be better before passing any act 
of this kind to have a committee which might inquire into the facts upon which 
it was founded. But there were other considerations that he thought would 
make delay desirable. For instance, it would be very proper to examine into 
the taxes levied in other countries, such as the United States, in order to see 
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that the law of Canada was so adapted as to meet that, and prevent Emigrants 
driven from that route from coming to Canada. It would be also well to 

know what the advice of the Colonial Office on this subject might be, for 
though the house ought not always to follow the dictates of that office, it 
would in this case be extremely desirable to pass a bill that would be 
immediately sanctioned at home. The bill ought to apply as well to emigration 
from Northern Europe as from the United Kingdom. The greatest attention too, 
ought to be given to make the bill effective; for the emigration trade, at 
present, was more atrocious than the slave trade ever was. In the latter trade 
it was the interest of the Captain to deliver his entire cargo in good health; 
in the former, it was often the interest of the Captain to throw overboard as 
many as possible. There should not, in his opinion, be one bill, but several. 
The kind of vessel, and the class, which should be alone permitted to 

carry emigrants should be specified. At present, it was too common to have 
this most precious of all cargoes brought over in vessels of the very worst 
class, which could not even carry sail, to take all the advantages of a 

fair wind. It might be proper, too, to inquire into the condition of Grosse 
Isle. He had been informed that the conveniences for burying the deceased 
were so limited as to make it possible that the Quarantine establishment must 
be changed. On that subject, he knew that, at the first establishment of the 
Quarantine at Grosse Isle, it was stated by the Pilots, that unless the 

place were adopted, no other could be found with anchorage within 90 or 100 
miles of Quebec. However, it would probably be better not to enter into these 
details for the present; but to carry a bill that would meet with immediate 
assent in England. 


MR. LAFONTAINE--did not object to the house going into committee, he 
merely wished to call attention to its being a departure from the ordinary 
ue proceeding*1 and desired that the correspondence be laid before the 
house. 


MR. AT. GEN. SHERWOOD--said, the hon. gentleman was perfectly right in 
Saying that the correspondence should be laid before the house, previous to 
its going into consideration of the subject, and as a general principle, that 
the speech from the throne should be answered before entering upon any other 
business43, but in this instance they were acting under peculiar circumstances. 
The responsibility of the measure rested entirely on the members of the present 
Government, and they conceived the responsibility so great that they44 were 
more afraid of the responsibility of delay than of bringing the matter forward 
now, for if there were any delay it would be out of their power to provide 
against the evil they were afraid of; it was necessary that the bill should 
pass immediately in order that it could be sent home in time45 to bring in 
some measure to prevent a recurrence of the calamity which occurred here in 
1847. (Hear, hear.) The correspondence might furnish information to hon. 
gentlemen as to the mode of treating this bill, and ought, generally speaking, 
to be brought down; but it was out of their power at the present moment to 
do it. But their reason for bringing forward the measure without it, was 
that the Government felt the necessity of having the bill passed, if the House 
agreed to it, so that it should reach England in timet® to govern the 
emigrants sailing this season; and to give notice to ship-owners engaged 
in bringing out emigrants to this country of the material alteration which 
it was proposed to make in the law. (Hear, hear.) They deemed it unfair for 
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ship-owners to be allowed to embark emigrants, and bring them to this country, 
when the law was so completely changed from what they thought it was 48 

He saw some of the English newspapers remark that there would be an extensive 
emigration this season™”. He conceived that when they knew that prepar- 
ations were making to embark the same description 0 and the same class21 

of emigration to this country, and in still larger numbers than during the 

past year,--and when he considered that not only loss of life occurred 

among these emigrants, but also the number who were lost to their country 

and their professions (hear, hear,) among the clergy, the medical men, and 

even among individuals in private life;--he did think that they, as a Government, 
would be censurable in the extreme if they did not take the earliest 
opportunity to prevent, if possible, that dire calamity from again occurring. 
(Hear, hear.) It was for this reason that they had brought forward this 
measure before the correspondence was produced, and not from any intention 

of slighting the House or concealing cenupaigs eyes OE He therefore trusted that the 
House would allow the bill to pass in time to send it home.?> 


MR. AYLWIN--remarked that the hon. Member had talked a great deal about 
responsibility, but he did not think he felt it much, nor did he believe, 
even if they introduced the Bill, that the responsibility of carrying it would 
fall upon them?4; he thought a great deal of the responsibility would fall in 
a very different quarter. The hon. Attorney Gen. East had spoken about the 
members being acquainted with the despatches from the Colonial Office>, 
((and)) a reference had been made to information contained in the newspapers 
which, it had been said, contained all the documents which had been published 
on this important subject. It was not so. He had caught a glimpse of 56 
a copy of a return made to the House of Commons and very recently published, 
which was probably the "blue book" which had been referred to by the hon. member 
for Missisquoi; and he begged leave to say that the contents of that blue 
book had been published in that country, and that there were facts to be found 
in the pages of that book?’ which had not been published; and with which the 
House and the country were not acquainted 8, and which well deserved the 
attention of this House and the gentleman opposite, and others who could 
conduct the Bill better than they could°% The hon. gentlemen were certainly 
bound to bring forward a bill at the earliest period, put©9 he would tell the 
Ministers it was their duty to lay all possible information before the House, 
that it might be prepared to make the responsibility fall on those who 
ought to bear it, to make the bailiffs, and stewards of England and 
Ireland responsible, or their masters, whose answers, though satisfactory at 
home, might not be so to the people of this Beaten The hon. member for 
Missisquoi, instead of appealing to the newspapers for information on the 
subject, should have had a selection from these returns printed, and in the hands 
of all the members on the first day of the session. The house must have the 
returns before it, previous to its legislating upon the matter, or it could not 
do so in a satisfactory manner, 3 All this must be done, or the Bill would 
fall short of its desired end. 


MR. BOULTON--said the delay on this subject would defeat all good obtain- 
able from it.®> He hoped that nothing would interfere with the passing of 
this bil1;66 there was now barely time to pass...((it)), for in three weeks 
thousands of emigrants would be on their way.©7 The people, from one end of 
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the country to the other, had petitioned this House for a measure like 
this; and surely it was not necessary for them to refer to correspondence 
on the subject. The people of this Province were already aware of the in- 
portance”ort it; and although the House was desirous of having informa- 
tion snewstial 9 did hope and trust the bill would be allowed to proceed 
at once’9 and that the House would pass the measure before Friday next, 
that it might go to England by the first mail. (Hear, hear.) 


MR. BALDWIN--considered the desire to facilitate the proceedings of 
the government in this matter existed on all sides of the house./2 It was 
not the intention of hon. members on this side of the House to throw dif- 
ficulties in the way of the government /3 in carrying out their measures, 
but, on the contrary, ((they)) wished to facilitate their carrying on the 
Government as much as possible; at least this was the feeling of those 
with whom he had conversed on the subject; while therefore his honourable 
friends complained of want of information on the subject, he was perfectly 
satisfied they did not wish to throw difficulties in the way of the com- 
mittees. (Hear, hear.) /2 But he thought that it was very desirable to 
have some more information previous to their going into Committee; for 
members had not yet any information as to the points upon which the Min- 
istry intended to legislate. /© For his own part, rather than throw any 
difficulties in the way of a bill of this kind, he would take the resolu- 
tions upon the responsibility of Her Majesty's Ministers, reserving to 
himself, when the bill came to a committee, the power of taking exception 
to and altering the provisions which he now formally consented to, for the 
introduction of the bill. This he would do to facilitate the passing of 
the Bill before Friday/8, if they thought that a postponment (sic) until 
to-morrow would endanger the Bills being sent home in time to prevent the 
evils which they were afraid of. 79 


(6) 
Emtgratton. On motton of the Honorable Mr. Attorney General 
Badgley, seconded by the Honorable Mr. Cayley, 


Resolved, That thts House do now resolve ttself tnto a Commtttee of the 
whole, to take tnto constderatton the proprtety of amending the Indt- 
gent Emigrants Act 4 and 5 Vite. e. 18, and of making further provt- 
ston tn respect of Emtgratton. 


The House accordingly resolved ttself tnto the satd Committee. 
Mr. Price took the Chatr of the Comntttee; 


MR. AT. GEN. BADGLEY--moved a resolution to the effect that it was nec- 
essary to amend the law 4 and 5 vic., chap. 13, relevant to Indigent Emi- 
grants. 


((The resolution was carried.))81l 


MR. AT. GEN. BADGLEY--stated that by the present law a rate of tax of 
5s. was levied upon every passenger or Emigrant arriving in this country 
from Great Britain--two children under 14 years, or three under seven, being 
reckoned as one passenger, and children under the age of twelve months not 
being included or reckoned.--He (Mr. B.) proposed to raise this tax to 10s. 
per head, applying to all, irrespective of age; and, as large numbers of 
Emigrants frequently arrived at a late period in the season--so late that 
it was almost impossible for them to do anything for themselves that fall 
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or winter--and large numbers thus became a charge upon the public--he pro- 
posed that the tax should be raised to 20s. per head upon all Emigrants ar- 
riving between 10th September and lst October, and that it should be farther 
increased to 30s. per head upon passengers arriving after lst October.-——He 
concluded by moving a resolution embodying these amendments.82 That a tax 

of 10s. shall be levied on every passenger, irrespective of age, who shall 
arrive at the Port of Montreal, or the Port of Quebec; 20s. on each passenger 
who shall arrive between the 10th day of September and the lst day of Octo- 
ber, in any year, and 30s. for any passenger arriving after the lst day of 
October, in any year. 


((The))- resolution ... was put from the chair, 84 

MR. H. BOULTON--Mr. Chairman?®° 

MR. PRICE--, the chairman--Carried. 9° 

MR. H. BOULTON--Carried?8? 

MR. -PRICE==Yes, carried. 58 

MR. H. BOULTON--Then it's pretty sharp practice. 89 

ft was"... decided, that’ Mr. Boulton might address the Chair. 90 


MR. H. BOULTON--did not rise for the purpose of opposing this measure, 
as he thought it one of the greatest importance, and ought to be made as 
perfect as possible. 7+ Hesthoughtsthe bili-a bad one, if “the principle)... 
were adopted? of putting a commutation tax on every individual arriving in 
this country; he thought it would be better to impose a certain tax on in- 
dividuals arriving in certain numbers in a ship of a certain number of tons. 
If for instance there was one passenger allowed to a ton, or one passenger 
to every five tons, as might appear desirable, he imagined it would be per- 
fectly safe, increasing the commutation tax as the number of passengers in- 
crease, in reference to the amount of tons; this would have the effect of 
preventing ships coming to our ports overcrowded, which was the great object 
they ought to have in view. He had no desire to hinder the progress of the 
measure’~ ((and)) as he knew but little about the matter, he proposed nothing 
in particular, but thought he would throw out a hint to the House, who could 
act om Lt.or not; as they thought proper. 74 He would suggest if it was not 
better to adopt this principle than one imposing a tax on all passengers 
coming to the country which might drive away healthy passengers and those 
possessed of means, who ought not to be taxed. 


MR. INSP. GEN. CAYLEY--said there were certain expenses incurred by the 
Government every year, for assistance to indigent Immigrants and for transpor- 
ting them from the port of landing to their places of destination; this had 
hitherto been defrayed by the capitation tax of 5s. per head, and by a grant 
from the Imperial Government, which had been sufficient, until this last year, 
and the suggestion of the hon. gentlemen who had just spoken would if carried 
out, go to destroy that fund?/ as, admitting a vessel carried but fifty pas- 
sengers, fifty might be as poor as five hundred. A fund must be raised.... 
((He)) thought the proposed increase would be ample for all ordinary years, 78 


MR. AYLWIN--said that if he understood right the course which the At- 
torney General meant to pursue, this was merely preparation to the introduc~ 
tion of his bill. Why then should all _ these details be entered into? He 
thought it would be infinitely better?? for Many reasons, not to proceed 
with the bill, but to introduce a Resolution affirming the necessity of 
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legislating on the subject; better state a general BEES ae tn and reservel00 
the discussion of the details of the measurel0l for the Housel92 to a future 
period in the progress of this bill. (Hear, hear.)103 


MR. AT. GEN. SHERWOOD--The hon. member for Quebec has suggested a general 
proposition: this cannot happen, as he would be told, if he consulted any 
one acquainted with Parliamentary usagel04. ((He)) said that it had been the 
intention of his hon. friend to have introduced this bill into the House 
yesterday, but having been informed by the Speaker that he could not introduce 
a bill into the House to impose or increase a tax without first going into 
a committee of the whole upon it, he had altered his course. His hon. and 
learned friend, the Inspector General, when he introduced his Customs Bill 
last session had proceeded several stages with it, when the hon. member of the 
Fourth Riding of York got in and said that he must go into a committee of 
the whole House (hear, hear;) and his hon. friend had been obliged to change 
his course, and go into a committee, discussing the bill item by item. He 
thought that his colleaguel95 from Torontol9 was wrong in objecting to the 
amount of taxation on each emigrant; he did not think it could have the effect 
of driving the better class ofl07 healthy or wealthy passengersl08 from us1l09 
for he thought they would be very willing to pay 5s. each more to secure a 
comfortable passagell0 if they thought that they could come out in ships free 
from the diseases and other inconveniences which attended the emigration 
which prevailed last year. In the United States they were taxed one dollar 
for permutation as it was called.t11 The law also included some provisions 
similar to what the hon. gentleman suggestedll2 to prevent the over-crowding 
of vesselsll3. It was one regulation of the Bill, that a space not less than 
12 superficial feet should be allowed for each passenger;114 and to prevent 
the act being evaded there was an inspection of the number of feet in the vessel 
immediately on its arrival, and a penalty was to be imposed on the captain if 
he had not complied with the provisions of the bill.115 For the strict 
observance of this Bill the captain alone was to be responsible; on him the 
penalty; to him the advantages; which would render him careful; and prevent 
the miseries which the late ill-regulated emigration had entailed on the Province, 
and which had caused an expenditure from the Provincial Chest of from £150,000 
to £160,000116, besides being largely in arrears for them, and they required 
to make provision for funds to defray the expenses which would probably be 
incurred this year. He thought that the sum proposed would be little enough 
for-sthis purpose: He heard the House would consent to the tax of two dollars, 
but if not he was quite willing to put it at one dollar.l18 He believed the 
Bill was an excellent one.1 


MR. H. BOULTON--The resolution had not been brought forward properly; 
but he would not take the responsibility of ade any alteration. He 
perfectly concurred with the hon. member for Toronto 20 that a committee of 
the whole House was the proper place to decide on the amount of tax to be 
levied, because it was of the nature of a Committee of Supply, which could not 
be moved for at this period of the session.!21 As the Ministry had brought 
forward the measure upon their own responsibility, he was not prepared to 
take the responsibility of opposing the measure, but he thought that there 
were other provisions required, besides those mentioned.122 The landlords of 
Ireland had thrown upon our shores the emptyings of their poor houses and 
made us a receptacle for their poorl23. In the United States the Captains of 
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vessels were required to give security that the passengers would not become 
a charge upon the public, for at least twelve months, and he thought, that 
some provisions should be introduced in the Bill requiring Captains to 

give security, that old infirm and helpless people whom they brought out 
should not become a charge upon the public, for twelve months.+ 


MR. AT. GEN. SHERWOOD--Such a provision was usefull25, ((and)) there 
were provisions of this nature contained in the bil1126, and insane and 
decrepid persons would be provided forl2/, 


MR. PAPINEAU--addressed the Committee...in French.128 on s'engage dans un 
mauvais procédé.129 The subject before the House was one of the most important, 
and130 mérite la considération la plus attentive. I1 suffit de porter les 
yeux sur les tableaux du passé, de se rappeler les souffrances horribles des 
émigrés entassés dans le fond d'un vaisseau infecte, l'inhumanité des proprié- 
taires et des conducteurs de vaisseaux pour se convaincre de l'urgence d'un 
remédel31, They were to look not only to the sufferings of the poor emigrants, 
but also to those of the people of Canada, and see that the system of emigration 
was no longer more burdensome to this country, than it was to others.--132 
Rien ne doit @tre arrété aujourd'hui, une loi existe, qu'elle reste sans 
modification en attendant que le sujet puisse @tre repris et considéré en 
différents temps et en divers aspects. I1 aurait fallu un bill imprimé 
sur lequel on aurait laissé en blanc les sommesa imposer. On pourrait se 
conformer aux lois existantes en Angleterre et aux Etats-Unis. En législatant 
il ne faut rien adopter sans avoir motif bien fort d'aprés lequel on agit. I1 
serait bon d'avoir plusieurs bills distincts & comparer. Le bill qui sera 
adopté doit @tre bien conforme aux intentions exprimées par le bureau colonial, 
sir d'avance qu'il ne sera pas sanctionné sans cela. Pourtant le bureau 
colonial doit ignorer beaucoup de choses qui nous touchent de trés-prés. 

Ce qui se passe 4 la station de Grosse Isle, 4 la Pointe St. Charles, au Haut- 
Canada n'a pas pu @tre 6tudié au bureau colonial; c'est 4 la chambre 4a 
considérer cela, c'est a elle de fixer la somme et 4 régler la maniére 

du départ. La chambre sera génée par les régles de l'assemblée si elle a 

voté d'abord une telle somme et qu'elle soit obligée d'en voter une autre 

plus tard dans la méme session. Rien ne doit @tre passé immédiatement, 

s'il est 4 présumer qu'il différe des vues du bureau colonial et qu'il 

faille l'amender ensuite. Avant d'amender les acts existants, il serait bon 

de prendre 24 heures ou deux fois 24 heures pour considérer les nouvelles 
dispositions et les comparer avec les dépenses de 1'année derniére. 1° 

The emigration from the Northern parts of Europe to the United States was far 
greater than that from the United Kingdom, and in every way a more healthy 
emigrationl34, L'émigration d'Allemagne riche et pleine de vigueur est immense 
aux Etats-Unis et 4 la Nouvelle-Orléans surtout. Si les lois du Canada 

ne sont pas aussi stringentes que celles des Etats, nous aurons toujours une 
émigration pauvre et maladive 4 cause de la modicité du prix. I1 faut du 

délai pour considérer plus attentivement toutes ces circonstances. We must be 
careful not to injure our trade by taxing all emigrants to such a degree as 

to turn from our shores the German portion, who, if not coming to this country 
as settlers, still benefit us by their expenditure in passing 2? Le commerce 
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de l'émigration ressemble beaucoup 4 la traite des noirs.: Oui, 1’émigration 
Irlandaise est un commerce, et un commerce plus barbare que celui.des esclaves. 
Dans ce dernier commerce les propriétaires de vaisseaux et les capitaines ont 
intérét 4 conserver la vie et la santé 4 leurs passagers, dans le commerce de 
1l'émigration, les propriétaires et les capitaines trouvent leur intérét. dans 
la mort de leurs passagers, 4 les jeter par dessus le bord, plus il en périt, 
mieux c'est pour eux. 137 Considering the horrors attendant on the emigration 
of last year, and the sufferings both of the emigrants and citizens of Canada, 
was it not revolting to humanity to know that the vessels chosen for emigration 
were those that Insurance Offices would not take, as they could not carry 
sail sufficient when the wind was favorablel38? Ainsi pour l'avantage des 
émigrants et pour celui des habitants du Canada, il faut des mesures strictes 
pour la répression de ces crimes. Avant que les membres puissent donner 

leur concours a4 aucune mesure, des détails sont requis, sont de nécessité, 

la précipitation serait mauvaise. Autrement il faudrait é@tre disposé 4 

passer plusieurs bills consécutifs. Une autre cause des maux des émigrants 
est le choix que l'on fait ordinairement des vaisseaux de derniére classe. 

Les trajets sont plus longs et les émigrés entassés dans l'espéce de cloaque 
ou on les places (sic), croupissent dans la malpropreté, contractent des 
maladies et se déciment. When it was knownthat a ship of the same tonnage, 
but superior class, would make the voyage (though starting at the same time 

as the other) in a period of two weeks less than the unfortunate emigrant 
ship, and this with the provisions run out, was it any wonder at the pestilence 
we were last year visited with at Grosse Isle.140 Qu'on exige donc des 
vaisseaux d'une meilleure classe ot les passagers seront mieux traités et qui 
n'apporteront pas avec eux la maladie, la souffrance et la peste. Il est a 
désirer que les capitaines soient informés des dispositions de la colonie 

dés le départ. C'est ici l'occasion de demander des informations 1a-dessus. 
Sait-on de l'autre cdté de 1'Atlantique les choses telles qu'elles sont? 
Sait-on que la quarantaine 4 la Grosse-Isle n'est presque plus habitable? 
Sait-on que la partie qui n'est pas couverte de morts en putréfaction n'est 
qu'un roc nu impossible 4 creuser?14l He had heard there was every prob- 
ability of their being obliged to disinter the bodies (in the spring) buried 
there last year, as where they were buried there was hardly earth enough to 
cover them. 14 S'il en est ainsi il faut donc se disposer a déplacer la 
quarantaine. La premiére fois que la quarantaine a été établie pour les fins 
de 1'émigration, on a fait des explorations et on a cru que la Grosse-Isle 
seule était propre 4 ce but. Aujourd'hui pour trouver une station convenable 
il faudrait peut-étre aller 4 30 ou 40 lieues au dela de Québec. Dans ce cas 
quelles difficultés n'autait-on pas a porter des secours alimentaires et 
médicaux aux malades détenus 1a. Et pourtant pour empécher que Québec, Montréal, 
Toronto et Kingston ne soient infectés des fiévres pestilentielles une station 
est nécessaire.143 He thought the legislation respecting emigration should 

be left entirely to this country, and would alter the emigrant stations, and 
keep all entirely below Quebec.144 Que tout cela soit bien considéré avant 

de passer des mesures, avant d'établir une loi, et que cette loi soit modelée 
sur celles d'Angleterre et des Etats-Unis. 


MR. AT. GEN. BADGLEY--If ministers wait it will impede the object they 
have in view, and admit a class of emigrants destructive to the interests of 
the country. He defended the mode of introducing the Bill; entered into some 
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comparative statement of the emigration to.the United States and Canada in answer 
to L.J. Papineau; agreed in favour of a capitation tax; and would make no 
distinction between wealthy and poor emigrants. With reference to the amount 


of poe would leave it entirely to the House. The Government suggests 
10s. 


The resolution was carried.147 


MR. AT. GEN. BADGLEY--moved a third resolution, to the effect that in 
cases where it would appear that any passenger was likely to become a charge 
upon the public, the captain of the vessel should be required to give 
security, to defray the expenses of such persons, for twelve months, which 
the captain might, however, contribute upon payment of a sum of 205.148 
((He)) proposed that an additional tax of 20s. should be levied on any child 
not being a member of any emigrating family on board, or lunatic, idiotte 
(sic), deaf and dumb, blind or infirm person, or any person above the age of 
60 years, or any widow with a child or children, or any woman with a child or 
children, being without her husband, and on any such person or child as shall, 
in. the opinion of a medical superintendant, be likely to become permanently, 
a public charge .149 


MR. H. BOULTON--complained of the resolution being rather indefinitel50, 
the persons for whom the master should give security should be more definitely 
described. To make them give security to provide for them for one year was 
absurd; they had no right to bring such persons here at all, and they ought 
to give security to provide for them during their natural lives--or as long as 
they live in the country. Why should deaf and dumb and insane people be 
sent here from Ireland? Why were we to be a receptacle for persons of that 
class, merely for the purpose of relieving the Irish landlords, who were the 
proper persons to relieve their own countrymen. He could not conceive any 
penalty too severe for owners of ships sending}>1 blind, deaf and dumb, and 
idiotic emigrants152 here (hear, hear.)153 The emigration to this country was 
not to be compared to the emigration to the States; they had all the better 
class of emigrants, and more particularly those from the North of Europe, and 
thus a tax of 5s. was enough, but we must look to the class of emigration 
of last year, and remember that out of a 100,000 that came to these shores last 
year, at least 25,000 died, and he, therefore, moved that a tax of £10 a 
head be ees on all idiots and others likely to become a charge to the 
country.t 4 


DR. NELSON--could bear testimony _as to the character of last year's 
emigration from personal experience ao ((He)) could state...that the agents 
at home were in the habit of sending out old persons, cripples, and incurables, 
in order to get rid of the expense of providing for them. He had been in 
the habit, last year, of visiting1l56 many of the vesselsl5’ ((at)) the 
wharves, morning and evening,158 immediately on their arrival in this country, 
and he had been shocked at the situation of many of these people; he was 
shocked159 and he was astonished at the number of infirm persons, and persons 
who were incapable of ever doing anything for themselves.160 Persons whose 
situation it was impossible could have been altered by their being sent to 
another country; the state of destitution in which they were in, and the fate 
which had subsequently befallen them, some of them having been...found dead 
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in the streets, was dreadful.t61 and it was not surprising that a great 
amount of sickness existed among the emigrants, when they considered the 
manner in which they had been sent over--without clothing--without the common 
necessaries of life--yes, without the air of Heaven.162 The persons who could 
be so base, so desperately wicked as to send those poor people here merely 

for the purpose of getting rid of them, 163 not caring whether they ever 
reached our shores or not, 164 without minding whether they died on ship- 

board or on our shores, were guilty of an act worse than murder (hear, hear) .165 
He knew something of the nature of the disease with which these. poor people 
were afflicted, it was not a plague; not a pestilence; not an epidemic; nor 

a visitation of the King of kings; but brought on by the cruelty of men; 

who expelled their victims from the land of their birth, and sent them abroad 
to die in misery on our shores, and who were more guilty than many a wretch 
who had paid for his crimes by the forfeit of his life.166 An unfortunate 
individual might, in self-defence, kill another, and perhaps his own life would 
be the forfeit, but here were great men, 167 merchants, and land-owners , 168 

he had almost said Ministers of the Crown, sending these poor people here, 
never minding what might be the result (hear, hear). Numbers of confirmed 
idiots and lunatics had also come over, many of whom were in institutions 

in this country, and he thought, therefore, that we might really go to the 
utmost extent to protect ourselves from a similar incursion. (Hear, hear.) 169 
He trusted that they would pass such a law as would punish, not be a fine 

of a few shillings, or even a few pounds, the unprincipled wretches who would 
dare to ship persons in the manner that was done last year; and he therefore 
hoped that the highest sum that was expedient would be inserted.179 The hon. 
gentleman concluded by seconding the motion of the hon. member for Norfolk.1/1 


MR. INSP. GEN. CAYLEY--said that where there was a large family, one of 
which was an idiot, or infirm that they would require as much for him as another, 
they would need to draw a distinction between such persons as were sent out 
with no persons to protect them, and where they came as one of a large family. 

He trusted that they would never have another year such as last, for there 
were more idiots and infirm persons arrived last year, than in the ten pre- 


ceding years. He thought the measure proposed would give them every security.1/2 


MR. AT. GEN. SHERWOOD--quite agreed with the member from Richelieu, in 
objecting to an Immigration like that of last season, but he thought that the 
number of idiots and insane persons were not so great as stated; it was not 
at all likely that such persons would come out alone, they must have come out 
with their family.1/3 ((He)) thought that the proprietors of the estates from 
which the greatest amount of misery came were the last that ought to ship such 
unfortunates, and agreed with the Dispatch of Lord Sydenham, that to cast des- 
titute emigrants upon the Rock of Quebec was nothing but murder.174 It was only 
upon a certificate from the medical officers that any person was likely to 
become a charge upon the public, that the security was to be required, and the 
amount charged, 20s., was as low as it possibly could be; they might increase 
it, but he thought as it was, it ought not to be reduced. 


MR. AT. GEN. BADGLEY--thought the sum would be sufficient, in New York it 
was only 5s.1/ 


MR. H. BOULTON--(Norfolk),--but in the United States a much better class of 
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Emigrants arrived than here--there were large numbers of them Germans, who 

came well provided for, and for persons who were likely to become a permanent 
charge, it was“a farce to put a tax upon of 20s. It was true that only 5s. was 
charged in the United States, but he had just shown that there was a difference 
in the class of emigrants arriving at the two places, and after what had taken 
place last year, he trusted that they would adopt the most stringent laws, 
which would not only embrace the deaf and dumb, the blind and the halt, but 
also orphans and widows with large families of 5 or 6 small children, who must 
become a charge upon the public. He thought 20s. far too little for the charge, 
and he would propose that instead of 20s. a sum of £10 should be paid, which 
would be little enough for their support.l// 


COL. GUGY--rose and said that it was important that they should have a 
very good law, but he was desirous of directing the attention of the House 
to the immense difference between their legislating and the carrying into 
effect of their laws whatever they might bel78, in a proper and efficient manner.1/9 
He was desirous of reminding them that during the whole of last season their coun- 
try had been an immense filtering stone through which all that was valuable in 
emigration had passed into the United States, leaving them nothing but the 
dregs, (hear, hear).180 The emigration of last year cuased ((diseases)) to be 
established throughout the country, ((which rendered)) Canada a pest house; 
and he would ((propose the)) carrying into effect of this Bill to those ((ends. 
The)) destinies of this country are about to be ((attended to)) 181 He would 
direct the attention of the House to the necessity of making some provision for 
making the Grosse Isle establishment more efficient than it had hitherto 
beenl82, if they wished to prevent a recurrence of the miseries of last year .183 
It had been so inefficient that184 large numbers of the emigrants were allowed 
to leave Grosse Isle last year previous to their oree properly cured, and 
suffered relapse on their way up; and by this meansl® the country had become 
a series of Lazarettos from one end to the otherl86, ((including)) Montreal, 
Kingston, and Torontol8/ , and all this because of the incapacity of those to 
who had been entrusted the most important of our establishments. If they legis- 
lated on this matter, let them confide the execution of their laws to men of 
discretion and firmness who would be determined to maintain them--to men who 
would be moved by no mistaken sense of humanity--to men competent to cope with 
the avidity of commerce. With these views he submitted to those to whom the 
destinies of the country were committed this day, and to those who might have 
the power188 to-morrow or hereafter189, the importance of selecting a minister 
who would be moved by no consideration, and who would carry into effect the laws. 
But how were we to influencel99 the ((agents)) and191 landlords of Great Britain 
and Ireland? What power had we to influence them?192 They will stigmatize 
you as a "Little Pedlington Parliament".193 We were powerless as to them, but 
the moment the emigration approached our shores, we were competent to cope with 
it.194 Place your establishment at Grosse Islel95 upon a proper footing196, 
make one great and efficient Emigrant Station,197 select a chief, if you can 
find one, and erect a competent tribunal,198 whether of one, or three ... to 
manage it, give them large powers, and upon their heads let thel99 whole200 
responsibility rest; and from the instant that that course was adopted, 201 disease 
will cease to walk abroad, and this country will no longer be submerged with the 
offscourings of Europe292, We should have at least the means of protecting the 
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resident population from those whom distress drives to our shores. He had been 
induced to make these remarks because he was afraid the Hon. Gentlemen would 
protect themselves with bare legislation on this subject, and it was his duty 
to call. the attention of the House, and through it, of the whole world, to 

the palpable incapacity203 and mismanagement of the heads of the establishment 
at Grosse Isle204 who had been heretofore charged with the important duty of 
superintending the emigration to Canada.205 


MR. ROBINSON--would like to know to whom the gentleman referred, he sup- 
posed he referred to Dr. Douglas. 206 


MR. ROBINSON--to Col. Gugy.--Did you allude to Dr. Douglas?207 
COL. GUGY-- ... Certainly.208 


MR. ROBINSON--thought that Dr. Douglas had done all that was in. his power, 
and,299 thought it very unfair of the hon. gentleman to make a sweeping charge 
of incapacity ... unless he had some specific charge to bring against him, 210 
The hon. member warmly defended Dr. Douglas21l, 


MR. AT. GEN. BADGLEY--( (defended Dr. Douglas)) .212 The conduct of the 
individual who had the superintendence of that establishment has nothing to do 
with the resolution now on the table.213 ((He)) thought the sum might be 
modified. If 20s. was too little £10 was too much, but he thought that a tax 
of 20s. would be enough to cover all expenses, and there was no use in levying 
more than was sufficient for that purpose.214 


DR. NELSON--((defended Dr. Douglas.)) 215 


COL. GUGY--explained that in feeling it his duty to allude to Dr. Douglas, 
he had not made use of the name of that gentleman till pressed to it by the hon. 
member for Simcoe.2l6 ((He)) would never be prepared to deny what duty com- 
pelled him to state; but he imputed no incapacity to Dr. Douglas in a pro- 
fessional sense. As to his qualifications, however, as a Superintendent at 
Grosse Isle, his opinion was different from that of the hon. member for Simcoe. 
Owing to his want of proper management, the whole country had become a Lazaretto. 
The Doctor might have been overworked; but still the charge he (Mr. G.) made 
was capable of being sustained.21/ He considered Dr. Douglas responsible for 
all the evils which emigration had inflicted on the country.218 If the Doctor 
had not the necessary instruments to carry out the objects which all desired 
to attain, he was bound to resign. As he had not done so, but had continued to 
receive a large salary for fulfilling certain duties, the responsibility must 
rest on his head, if those duties were ill performed. He repudiated the idea 
of taking advantage of his position in that house to wound the feelings of any 
man; but with all possible respect to Dr. Douglas as a professional man, and 
with due respect with regard to other qualifications, he, still, could not 
refrain from stating that which his duty required him to state. It could not 
be the intention of the legislature that there should be more than one Lazaretto 
in the country. That Lazaretto should be at Grosse Isle; but instead of disease 
being confined to that place, it had been diseminated (sic) through the country .219 


MR. AYLWIN--said, it seemed to him a very simple thing to give the Captains 
of vessels the choice, either to a bond for £20, or to pay £10 down. Bonds 
were usually in double the amount of the sum secured, and, therefore, the 


Ga 


precise sum £10 was just that which ought to be secured by a bond for £20. He 
had himself made some remarks last session, which were certainly severe, relative 
to the conduct of Dr. Douglas in the management of the Quarantine Establishment. 
On farther consideration, however, and with opportunities attained as Chairman 
of the Committee appointed220 last year221 to enquire into the subject,. he 

felt that evidence had been brought up tending almost entirely to exculpate Dr. 
Douglas from the imputations under which he had lain. Since that, too, he had 
learnt that the Doctor's attention had been unwearied and indefatigable; so as 
to call for the approbation of every person who had visited the Island. The 
Doctor was known to be a gentleman of the very greatest medical knowledge, 

which was very rare. He had studied in England, Scotland, France, and in two 
Universities on this continent, and for his own part, he wished the country had 
more of such men. In saying that, however, he did not withdraw anything he 

had said last Session as to the fact, that a great deal of the distress which 
actually occurred ought to have been foreseen and provided for. He had himself, 
three or four months before this occurred, stated, at a public meeting, that 
there was reason to apprehend just what had taken place; and that the emigration 
officers ought to report upon the circumstances, for the information of the 
Executive. At the same time, in justice to those officers, as well as to the 
Government, it was only fair to state--almost in the words of the Lord Bishop 

of Quebec--that no human being could have anticipated the state of things which 
actually arose.222 


MR. CHRISTIE--also bore testimony to the energy, disinterestedness, and 
talent, of Doctor Douglas. He could not help saying that the zeal of the hon. 
member for Sherbrooke had outrun his discretion. He had made, it was true, 
the reparation honourable; but even that had some tincture of disgrace in it. 
Doctor Douglas, forsooth, ought to have resigned--why, had he done so in time 
of danger, he would have acted like a coward! 223 


MR. INSP. GEN. CAYLEY--read a letter from Dr. Douglas, stating that it 
took five or six weeks before persons could be thoroughly assured that they 
were not affected by the emigrant disease. It would, therefore, have been quite 
impossible to prevent sick persons, in all cases, from leaving Grosse Isle.224 


MR. WATTS--considered the remarks of the hon. member for Sherbrooke, perfectly 
unjustifiable. The hon. member did not pretend that he had ever seen that of 
which he spoke, and must, therefore, have spoken from hearsay and mere rumor.-— 
The doctor--according to the hon. member--ought to have foreseen that there 
were to be fifteen thousand sick emigrants; the doctor was to provide other 
doctors--nurses, accommodation for all these persons: Why, so wild a charge 
was never made against the public man. He knew that Dr. Douglas had been inde- 
fatigable--that he had been on foot, during part of the season, twenty hours 
out of the twenty-four--that he had, when too sick to go on foot, been carried 
in his carriage--that he was now, if able to walk, only just risen from bed to 
which he had been confined by sickness a few weeks after his return from Grosse 
Isle. He ought to have resigned, however!--why, what would be the condition 
of the country, if the public officers always resigned when they found themselves 
ammENe anne P20 


MR. AT. GEN. BADGLEY--thought a great deal of conversation was going on 
which had little to do with the question; to which opinion the House seemed 
to assent most cordially.226 
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MR. MERRITT--held that a distinction should be drawn between indigent 
Emigrants, and those who were strong. and healthy. If this Bill.were passed with 
the blank filled up with £10,227 as proposed by hon. members opposite, 228 
he believed there would be no Emigrants at all arriving in the country. What 
ship-master in the world would become liable, not for one but for every one, 
of his passengers, for their expenses in passing through the country, and in 
maintaining themselves for a long time after their arrival?229 All a tax was 
required for was to maintain the poor for a certain time, and the great object 
was to prevent disease. Now who sends us these diseased emigrants? The 
landlords. The Hon. Attorney-General avers they cannot be approached. They 
can be approached.230 There was one way, and one way only, and that was the 
course adopted in New Brunswick, viz., to send these people back, and make the 
landlords pay the ex enses@31, You may ask how? I answer by an address to 
the Home Government.*34 What could not. be done by any legislation of that 
house ... might be done by sending a representation to the Imperial Government 
who would and could do it.233 By imposing a heavy tax on emigration you would 
destroy one great source of the prosperity of the country. Hundreds of 
thousands of healthy, careful, and industrious German emigrants would be 
with us next year. Will you turn them from your shores and send them to New 
York? Such suicidal policy was detestable.234 In the State of New Yorks 
the legislature had passed an Emigration Law, with a tax of $1 per head; 235 
in the United States this was sufficient, it should be sufficient here. He 
would prevent disease by all means, but no farther would he go, not one 
step would he advance to prevent emigration. 236 A very large emigration from 
Germany had passed through the country last year with great advantages to the 
Province. Would they destroy that trade?23/ Pass this Bill and the effects will 
be felt in the country for years. 238 


MR. AT. GEN. SHERWOOD--said, the object of passing the Bill at once, was 
that it might be sent home by the Mail of Friday.--The law did not, as the 
hon. member seemed to suppose, levy this tax on able-bodied men; but on the 
impotent and indigent, who were to be pointed out by the medical men, after 
having examined the passengers. He thought, however, that ten pounds was 
too high a sum to charge. Take the case of a widow with four children: it 
seemed to him that such a family was not an undesirable acquisition to the 
country, for people like that were required for many of the avocations of life.239 
((He)) believed that, acting in connection with the authority at home, who 
intended altering the Passengers Act, we might in future expect a healthy and 
useful Emigration. 240 


MR. W. BOULTON--was opposed to so high a tax as £10; at the same time 
he thought that 10s. was too small a charge, and that the charge should be 
at least £5, for it must be borne in mind that this would be only imposed when 
the medical officers reported that the parties were likely to become chargeable 
to the Province. He did not think that a widow with four small children would 
be a desirable acquisition to the country. What was wanted was an emigration, 
not of small children, but of small farmers, respectable and able-bodied, and 
they could only be had by rejecting such an emigration as that of last year. 
Half a dozen years like the last would prevent every respectable person from 
ever coming to the country. It must be borne in mind that the emigration to 
New York was of a character entirely different from that which came to Quebec. 
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There the vessels were of a very superior class, and the emigration was kept 
respectable from the high charges for passage. He doubted much if it had 
every happened that six or_seven hundred diseased passengers had ever arrived 
in New York in one vessel. 


MR. SOL. GEN. CAMERON--reminded the House, that the circumstances which 
induced the emigration of last year, and which made it of so inferior a des- 
cription, were very peculiar--such as it might be expected would rarely occur. 
He thought therefore, that it would not be proper to legislate exclusively 
for a case, which there was reason to suppose was exceptional. 242 ( (He) ) 
said the Bill now introduced was only for two years, time enough, he hoped, 
to dispel all fear of such an emigration as last year, the reason of the 
difference in the emigration to this country was the cheapness of the passage; 
still he would not check the tide of emigration by.such a tax as £10, as 
proposed by the hon. member for Norfolk.243 He hoped the House would not 
levy a tax which in the Mother Country would be looked upon as unjustifiable.244 


MR. CHABOT-- ... spoke in French245, ((He)) was for the higher rate 
proposed by the hon. member for Norfolk. The reasons which had induced land- 
lords to send out these wretched creatures before, might well be supposed 
likely to cause them to do the same thing again and again. And not only would 
this be the case from England and Ireland, but from all parts of Europe.--246 
To his knowledge the subscriptions raised in this country to feed the starving 
Irish, were employed in many cases by the Committees in Ireland to burden 
us with the helpless, indigent, and idiotic247. Now, then, the Ministry proposed 
to guarantee the colony against loss by imposing a tax of twenty shillings 
a head on the impotent and helpless. The lame and blind, deaf, dumb, and 
lunatic were to be allowed to come to Canada paying 20s. per head, to maintain 
them without loss to the colony. What would be the consequence? Why it would 
go.abroad to all the world that all their deaf, dumb, blind, and idiotic 
population might be got rid of and supported in Canada for a payment of 20s. 
each. The Province would be inundated with every species of indigence and 
heiplessness.--(Cries of hear, hear.) 248 Canada would continue to be as she 
had been, the hospital of America. We have not the pauper houses of the United 
States, and Heaven defend us from them; may the charities of the people of 
Canada always suffice for the support of its poor. 


MR. BALDWIN--considered the circumstances of last year as of an exceptional 
character, which were unlikely to occur again;250 ((he)) hoped that from the 
altered state of Ireland we were not to expect either the same amount or the 
same evils attendant upon emigration as last year251, He doubted very much 
the propriety of any measure which would check, too absolutely, the stream 
of emigration. He thought the hon. member for Norfolk's motion went too far; 
and preferred to throw as much as possible of the responsibility of this 
measure on the Ministry of the day ,252 ((He)) moved that the blank be filled 
up with the sum of £5,253 


SIR A. MACNAB--thought £5 even much too large a sum. He was sure that no 
measure which tended unnecessarily to obstruct. the progress of emigration 
could ever be so popular with the people of Upper Canada. At any rate he 
did not know why more should be charged in Canada than in New York. 
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MR. PAPINEAU--(in French) said the answer to this was that the emigrants 
who went to New York. had to pay the shipowner a much larger sum for passage 
money, and thus the protection which the hon. member for Norfolk proposed to 
secure by this act, was secured there naturally and without Legislative inter- 
ference--the great difficulty on this occasion arose from the fact that no 
inquiry had been made as a preliminary to the introduction of the Government 
measure and the excuse for that, was there was no time for previous inquiry. 
The true reason, however, why there was no time was that Ministers had delayed 
to call Parliament till they thought the time convenient for their own interest-- 
because they had neglected the interest of the Country in order to secure 
for themselves a little longer life. The hon. member then again went over the 
horrors of emigration last year, which he said owed their origin to the bad 
institutions of the Country from whence they came where the landlords had reduced 
the people to poverty by dividing the land into a great many small holdings in 
order to secure votes to return themselves to Parliament.255 


MR. INSP. GEN. CAYLEY--read a statement of the revenue from the emigrant 
tax, and the expenses caused to the Province by emigrants for several years; 
viz: 1845--25,000 emigrants paid £5,000 and cost £8,3000. 1846--32,000 


emigrants paid 6,728% ... and cost 10,000£; 1847--98,000 emigrants paid 19,0002 .. 
and cost 23,000£. The emigration for last year, at the increased tax of two 
dollars, as proposed in the bill, would have paid 49,000£.---I[t was evident, 


that as the statement showed the average cost per head to the Province, at 
about 7s.6d., the tax of two dollars would be amply sufficient.256 In ordinary 
years the tax on emigrants, which averaged 7s.3d.257 a head, had been found 
sufficient; and under the old law children were not taxed--under the proposed 
law they were; thus he thought that 10s., the amount proposed by Government 

to be levied on young and old, and the 20s. tax proposed by the Resolution now 
before the House, would be amply sufficient for the protection of the Province. 
Of course, it was not desired to raise any revenue for other objects from this 
source. It was very desirable that the bill should pass in such a shape as 

to secure the assent of the Imperial Government immediately after it reached 
home, and that could best be done by putting the tax at a reasonable rate.2 

If the House, as some honorable members wished, were to pass a Bill imposing 
what the Home Government might think an outrageous tax, the Home Government 
would not consent to it, and we should have to fall back on the present law, 
which again would inundate us with a pauper emigration. 260 


259 


An hon. member ((asked a question)) .261 


MR. INSP. GEN. CAYLEY--said that the actual outlay in relief of immigrants 
during the present year, had amounted to £148,000; and that there were some 
considerable sums yet unpaid--say £10,000 or £12,000. 262 


MR. LAFONTAINE--(in French) thought that if there was any fear that this 
Bill would not pass in England, with the higher rate of tax, it would be desi- 
rable not to carry that high rate. Of that, the administration was better able 
to judge than the opposition, and he thought it best to leave the whole respon- 
sibility on their shoulders. He must say, however, that the Ministry ought 
not to have delayed this measure so long. They had been called on by their 
friends as well as their opponents, last session, to introduce some such measure; 
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but they had not done so.763 He would not compromise himself by voting 
for the Bill, but would allow it to pass on the responsibility of the Gov- 
ernment. 26 


MR..AT. GEN, BADGIEY (Gpoke)) some words in justification of the Ministry. 765 
MR. H. BOULTON--Said he would withdraw his amendment266, 


DR. ROUSSEAU--declared in that case, he should take it up and press it 
to a division--only changing the words 10& to 5¢,267 


On division, the Ministerial proposition was carried by a considerable 
majority; most of the opposition voting with the Government. 


The other two resolutions, of which one related ... to a quarantine 
regulation, and the other limited the duration of the act to the end of 
the Session of Parliament, to be held next after the conclusion of the 
year 1849, were then carried without division?® 


(6) 
and after some time spent therein, 
Mr. Speaker reswned the Chair; 
And Mr. Price reported that the Committee had come to several Resolu- 
tions. 
Ordered, That the Report be received to-morrow. 


MR. AYLWIN?/9--then rose for the purpose of bringing on the case of 
the Beauharnois election#/1, 


((He)) desisted at the suggestion of the Attorney General H. Sherwood*/2, 

Some little joking ((took place)) between Mr. Aylwin and the members 
of the Ministry, relative to the adjournment, which was desired, in order 
that hon. members might attend at some festivities, which were to take 
place some where or other--meaning at Monereande 2/3 


(6) 
Orders Ordered, That the remaining Orders of the day be 
deferred. postponed until to-morrow. 


Then, on motion of the Honorable Mr. Attorney General Sherwood, sec- 
onded by Mr. Prince, 
The House adjourned. 


APPENDIX: 29 FEBRUARY 1848. 
((NOTICE OF MOTION RE: USURY BILL.))274 


MR. AT. GEN. SHERWOOD--gave notice that he would, on Monday next, 
move for leave to bring in_a bill to repeal the Usury Laws of this 
Province. (Hear, hear.) 


((NOTICE OF QUESTION RE: A. B. PAPINEAU AND W. O. STEPHENS.)) 


MR. LAFONTAINE--donne avis qu'il demandera compte de la relation de 
l'exécutif avec A. B. Papineau et W. O. Stephens, écrs., de Terrebonne, 
afin d'avoir des informations sires, tant du rdle que les ministres ont 
joueé que celui des deux individus en question. 


FOOTNOTES: 29 FEBRUARY 1848. 
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A brief summary of the content of this petition is to be found in 
GLOBE, 8 March 1848. 

The text of this petition is reproduced in GLOBE, 8 March 1848. 

The debate on this motion was reported by: MONTREAL GAZETTE, 1 March 
1848, and ST. CATHARINES JOURNAL, 9 March 1848, in identical accounts; 
PILOT, 2 March 1848, and EXAMINER, 8 March 1848, in identical accounts; 
LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 4 March 1848, which noted the debate; GLOBE, 8 
March 1848; and LA MINERVE, 2 March 1848. 

PILOR, *2 March 1848. 

GLOBE, 8 March 1848. 

PILOT. 2 March L646. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 1 March 1848. 

GLOBE, 8 March 1848. 

PILOT, 2 March 1848. 

GLOBE, 8 March 1848. 


PILOT, 2 Mareh 1848. 
GLOBE, 8 March 1848. 
PILOT, 2 March 1848. 
GLOBE, 8 March 1848. 
PILOT, 2 March 1643. 
GLOBE, 8 March 1848. 


MONTREAL GAZETTE, 1 March 1848. 

PILOT, 2 March 1848. 

The debate on this motion was reported by: MONTREAL GAZETTE, 3 March 
1848; PRINCE EDWARD GAZETTE, 10 March 1848; EXAMINER, 8 March 1848; 
L'AVENIR, 4 March 1848; LE CANADIEN, 3 March 1848; PILOT, 2 March 1848; 
LA MINERVE, 2 March 1848, in whose account some speeches were original 
and others were taken from MONTREAL GAZETTE, and from the MONTREAL 
HERALD, MONTREAL GAZETTE, 1 March 1848, ST. CATHARINES JOURNAL, 9 March 
1848, PACKET, 4 March 1848, and GLOBE, 8 March 1848, in accounts which 
are identical except that in the GLOBE some speeches have been omitted; 
MONTREAL HERALD, copied by HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 8 March 1848, by the 
BRITISH WHIG, 8 March 1848, and by the MORNING CHRONICLE, 6 March 

1848, which omitted some speeches; MORNING CHRONICLE, 3 March 1848, 
GLOBE, 4 March 1848, and BRITISH COLONIST, 3 March 1848, in identical 
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2 March 1848, and the EXAMINER, 8 March 1848. 
276. LA MINERVE, 2 March 1848. 


WEDNESDAY, 1 MARCH 1848. 


(6) 
Stormont MR. Speaker acquatnted the House, that Alphonso 
Election. Wells and Donald M'Donald (Roy,) Esqutres, had enter- 





ed tnto the usual Recogntzanee requtred by law, on 
the subject matter of the Contested Electton for the County of Stormont. 


Pettttons The following Pettttons were severally brought 
brought_up. up and latd on the table:- 

By Mr, Price,--The Denier of Charles Berezy 
and others, of the City of Toronto; os and the Petttton of Roger B. Conger, 
Esqutre, and others, Electors of the County of Prince Edward. 

By Mr. Watts,--The Petttton of the Reverend Louts I. Fortter and 
others, of the Townshtp of Bulstrode. 


de 

By Mr. Duchesnay,--The Petttton of Archibald H. Young and others, of 
L'Anetenne Lorette, and other Parishes. 

By Mr. Wetenhalt ,--The Petttton of George Simley and others, of the 
County of Waterloo. 

By the Honorable Mr. Daly,--The Petition of the Reverend J. B. Potvin 
and others, of Somerset, and other Touwmshtps. 

By Mr, Sherwood of Brockvtlle,--The Petttton of Archibald Petrie, of 
the Tounshtp of Cumberland, tn the County of Russell, Esquire. 





Pettttons Pursuant to the Order of the day, the following 
read. Pettttons were read:-- 
Of Willtan Caldwell and others, of Amherstburgh 


and other parts of the Western District; praytng that the ie allotted 
them for the payment of the fees due upon thetr lands may be prolonged; 
that those who have a clatm thereto may be absolved from the payment of 
those fees; and that tn all cases the satd fees may be reduced. 

Of Joseph Metsalabolet and others, Abenakis and Maléettes of the 
Indtan Village of Bécancour; praying for a grant of money out of the 
revenues of the Jesutts' Estates, for the support of a Mtsstonary amongst 
them. 

Of the Reverend Joseph Maurault, Misstonary, and of the Chiefs and 
Warrtors of the Abenakts Village of St. Frangots du Lae St. Pterre; pray- 
tng for a grant of money out of the revenues of the Jesuits’ Estates, for 
the re-constructton of a School House tn the eed Village. 

Of the Reverend George L. Lemotne and others, of the Partsh of Beau- 
port and parts adjacent; representing that the Turnptke Trustees have 
tnterfered to prevent the use of the usual winter roads over the tee on 
the Bastn of the River St. Charles, and on the River St. Lawrence; and 
praying that such measures may be adopted as wtll enable the tnhabitants 
to use them as heretofore. 

Of Laurent Tremblay and others, Ptlots for and below the Harbour of 
Quebec; praying that three of thetr number may be appointed to represent 
them at the Trinity Board; that the number of Branch Pilots be dimintsh- 





he 


ed; that their compensation be tnereased; and that certain regulations 
be made respecting those who are detained at Quarantine, or who, tn the 
discharge of thetr duttes, may contract dtsease upon vessels. 

Of Wilitam Patton and others, of St. Thomas and the adjoining Parish- 
es; praying for a grant of money towards an establishment for the educa- 

ton of young girls in the Parish of St. Thomas. 

Of the President and Directors of the New City Gas Company of Mont- 
real; praying for certain amendments to their Act of Incorporation. 

Of the Mayor, Alderman, and Citizens of the City of Montreal; pray- 
tng for certain amendments to the Act 8 Vic. e. 59, establishing the 
Mayor's Court of the Ctty of Montreal. 

Of George 0. Stuart, Esquire, and others, Directors of the Quebec 
Protestant Cemetery Assoctatton; praying for an Aet of Incorporation. 

Of Mrs. Eliza Taylor, on behalf of the Committee of Ladies conduct- 
ing the affatrs of the Protestant Female Orphan Asylum of Quebec; pray- 
ing the usual atd tn support of the satd Institution. 

Of Willtam Blaek and others, of the Partsh of St. Roch, in the City 
of Quebec; representing that they commenced re- -building th thetr houses 
destroyed by the fire of the 25th May, 1845, but have been unable to 
finish the same, not having received the promised Government Debentures, 
and praying reltef. 

Of Janes Motz, of the City of Quebec, Esqutre, Advocate; praying 
that the Act 58 Geo. 3, ec. 25, may be so modtfted as to secure him in 
the enjoyment of the Toll Bridge over the River Etchemin, and of the 
Tolls arising therefrom. 

Of A. Gaudry and others, Proprietors and Masters of Ships, of the 
Ports of Quebec and Montreal; ecomplatning of the ee of certain 
dues and obligattons imposed upon them and praying reltef. 

Of Antoine Polette, of the Town of Three Rivers, Esquire, setting 
forth:--That at the late General Eleetton of Members to serve in the 
present Provincial Parliament, James Dickson, Esquire, was the Return- 
tng Officer duly appointed to proceed to the Election of a Member to 
serve for the Town of Three Rivers, and that the satd Returning Officer 
gave due nottce that he would commence and hold the satd Electton for 
the satd Town on the twenty-ninth day of December last, tn the aecus- 
tomed place for holding such Electtons: That the Petittoner ts duly 
qualtfted by law to serve as a Member in the Legislative Assembly of 
thts Provinee: That on the satd day, and-at the satd place, two Candi- 
dates appeared for the Representation of the said Town, to wit: Pierre 
Benjamin Dumoulin, Esquire, of the said Town of Three Rivers, Advocate, 
and the Petitioner; and a Poll was required, and granted by the said 
Returning Officer; and that the third and fourth days of January then 
next, and now last past, were then and there appointed by the said 
Returning Offteer for taking the satd Poll, at the Market Hall for the 
satd Town of Three Rivers: That on the third day of January last past, 
the satd Returning Officer proceeded to hold or keep the Poll, and re- 
ceive the votes of those who presented themselves thereat as Electors, 
and adjourned to the next day: That on the fourth day of the satd month 
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of January, at the hour of ntne of the clock tn the forenoon, the. satd 
Returning Officer continued to hold the Poll, and recetve the votes of 
those who presented themselves thereat as Electors; but that tn conse- 
quence of vtolence exerctsed by the frtends and supporters of the satd 
Pterre Benjanin Dunoultn, who had by force expelled from the satd Poll 
and place of Eleetton the frvends and supporters of the Pettttoner, and 
taken and kept foretble possesston of the Poll Booth, the satd Returning 
Offteer could not conttnue and termtnate the satd Electton; and dreading 
personal tnjury to himself, was forced to dtseconttnue the Poll, and close 
the Electton wtthout proclaiming etther of the Candidates duly elected: 
That the Pettttoner polled at the satd Election one hundred and seventy 
votes, whteh formed the majortty of good and legal votes as well as those 
taken and enregistered at the satd Electton, as those of all the tnhabt- 
tants and others duly qualtfted to vote for the Election of a Member to 
serve the satd Town ot Three Rivers tn the Legtslative Assembly of thts 
Provinee: That the satd Pierre Benj: Benjamtn Dumoulin, at the time of the 

satd Electton, and partteularly on the satd twenty-ninth day of December, 
and on the satd thtrd and fourth day of January last, held, and was tn 
possesston of,the several offices under the Crown tn thts Province, of 
Restdent Agent for the sale of Publte Lands tn the County of St. Maurice, 
in the satd Province, and of Agent for the sale of Timber Licences in 

the satd COUNTY 5 and that notice thereof was publicly given: That being 
tn possession of such of ftees as aforesatd, the satd Prerre Benjanin 
Dunoulin, at the time of the satd Electton, was tneapable of, and dt 
qualified from, being elected or returned to be a Member of the Legt 
lative Assembly of thts Provinee: That the satd Returning Officer, w 
knowing the premtses, granted a Poll tmproperly and tn error at the satd 
Eleetton, and was bound to proclatm and return the Pettttoner as duly 
elected, betng the sole Candidate at the satd Eleetton a duly qualtfred 

by law; «and that the Petitioner became, and was, and 7s. encitled 10. sit 
and vote tn the Legtslative Assembly of thts Provinee, as the Member 


(8) 

representing the satd Town of Three Rivers: and praytng the constderatton 
of the House tn the premtses, and that tt be declared that the Pet 
was duly elected, and ts entttled to stt and vote in thts presen 
ment, as Member representing the satd Town of Three Rivers tn the Legts- 
lative Assembly of thts Province; and that the necessary orders to that 

effect be made both to the satd Returning Offteer, and the Crercrop rine 
Bee tn Chaneery, as need may requtre, and that the House will further 
ordain and decree in the matter as to law and justice may appertatn. 

Of Lady Sophy Caldwell, and other Ladies, the Managers of the Male 
Orphan Asylum of Quebec in connexton with the Church of England; praying 
atd tn support of the satd Instttutton. 

Of Lady E. Stuart, and other Ladies, the Commtttee of the Quebee In- 
fant School; praytng for the usual atd tn support of the satd Instttutton. 
Of Joseph Donegant, of the City of Montreal, Merchant; praying for 
an Aet to confirm his title to certatn property whtch he tnhertted from 

hts father, but of whitch hts nephews have disposessed htm at law, on 
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the ground of his betng an alten,--and that the titles of all persons in 
a similar situation may be quteted. 


Huron Copper Ordered, That Mr. Prince have leave to bring in a 
Bay Company Bill to incorporate "The Huron Copper Bay Com- 
BtLl. pany." 


He accordingly presented the said Bill to the 
House, and the same was recetved and read for the first time; and order- 
ed to be read a second time on Wednesday next. 


On motion of the Honorable Mr. LaFontaine, seconded by Mr. Leslte, 
be BD Papi- Ordered, That the Entry in the Journals of this 
neau, Esquire. House, of the 30th June, 1847, containing an 


Address to Hits Excellency the Governor Gener- 
al, relative to André Benjamin Papineau, of the Parish of St. Martin, Es- 
quire, be now read. — 

The satd Entry was read accordingly. 


Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to His Excelleney the Gov- 
ernor General, praying that His Excellency will be pleased to cause 
to be laid before this House, the Documents, copies of Documents, and 
information already asked for by an Address unanimously adopted by 
this House on the 30th day of June last, relative to André Benjamin 
Papineau, Esquire, of the Parish of St. Martin; and at the same time 
praying that His Excellency will be pleased to cause to be laid before 
thts House: I1st.--All Petitions and complaints which, since the adop- 
tion of the satd Address, have been presented to the Executive Gov- 
ernment against the satd André Benjamin Paptneau, and by reason of 
hts opposttton to the Common School Act. 2nd.--The dates at whtch 
the satd Petition and complaints were received in the Office of the 
Provinetal Secretary, or in the Office of any other Officer of the 
Government to whom the satd Petittons or complaints may have been 
addressed. $rd.--The reference made of the satd Petitions or complaints 
to the Attorney General for Lower Canada, or to any other Officer of 
the Government, and the date of such reference. 4th.--The Reports 
made on the said Petitions or complaints, either by the satd Attorney 
General or any other Officer of the Government, or by the Executive 
Counetl, or by any Committee of the satd Council, and the date of such 
Reports. dth--All letters or written communications addressed by His 
Excellency's order, and tn consequence of such Petitions or complaints, 
to the satd André Benjanin Papineau, and the answers of the latter to 
the said letters or communtecations; and anong others, the Petition or 
letter of the satd André Benjamin Papineau, whtch contains "the expres- 
ston of Mr. Papineau's regret on the subject of hts conduct wtth re- 
gard to the Education Act," as mentioned in a letter of Mr. Asststant 
Secretary Parent, written by order of Hts Excellency the Governor Gen- 
eral, to the School Commisstoners of the Parish of St. Martin, and 
dated the 11th November 1847. 6th.--The appointment of William Ermat- 
inger, Esquire, to enquire tnto and report upon the conduct of the satd 
André Benjamin Papineau, upon the subjects of complaints or grievances 
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menttoned tn the satd Address of the 30th of June last; wtth the date of 
the satd appotntnent, and the tnstructtons gtven tn thts behalf to the 
satd W. Ermatinger. 7th.--The Report or Reports made by the satd W. 
Ermatinger, wtth the evtdenee taken by htm tn the course of hts enquiry. 
8th.--All correspondence whtch has taken place between the Executive 
Government, the satd André Benjamin Paptneau, and the stgners of the Pe- 
tittons or complaints aforesatd; and of those menttoned tn the satd Ad- 
dress of the 30th June last, relative to the payment of the expenses of 
the satd enqutry. 9th.--All correspondence whteh has taken place stnce 
the adoptton of the satd Address of the 30th June last, between the Attor- 
ney General for Lower Canada, or any other Offtcer of the Government, 
and the satd André Benjamtn Paptneau, tn hts capactty of Justice of the 
Peace, or of Commtsstoner for the trtal of Small Causes. 10th.--All 
correspondence whtch has taken place between the Government and W. 0. 
Stephens, Esquire, of the Partsh of St. Martin, relative to the satd 
André Benjamin Paptneau, and to the removal or restgnatton of the satd 
W. O. Stephens as a Justice of the Peace. 





Ordered, That the satd Address be presented to Hts Excellency the Gover- 
nor General, by such Members of this House as are of the Honorable 
the Executive Counetl of this Province. 


On motton of Mr. Prince, seconded by Mr. Morrtson, 


Indtan Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to 
Affatrs. Hts Excellency the Governor General, praying 


that Hts Excelleny may be pleased to cause to 
be transmitted to thts House, the following Documents relative to the 
Aecounts of S. PB. Jarvis, Esquire, late Chief Supertntendent of Indtan 
Affairs, which were omitted to be sent down tn reply to the Address of 
the House of last Sesston, vtzg.:--Mr. Jarvts' offtetal Bank Account wtth 
the Bank of Upper Canada; Statements Nos. 1,2,3,4,5,6,7, and Nos. A and 
By referred to and contatned tn Mr. Jarvis! Letter to Captain See ey 
of 4th October, 1844; the Bank of Upper ver Canada Debenture Account; the 
Manttoulin Pay Lists, with the stoppage ltsts thereunto attached; MP 
HZ. Anderson's private Report whtch accompanted hts offtetal Statement of 
4th February, 1846; the correspondence shewing Mr. C. E. Anderson's ap- 
potntment, and how he came to be employed to investigate Mr. Jarvis! 
Aecounts; the correspondence relative to Mr. Anderson's memortal to Lord 
Elgin, of date 29th June, 1847; also, all and every correspondence that 
may have taken place between His Excellency and Mr. Jarvts, or any of 
the Accountants engaged tn the matter, or any other party, relative to 


(9) 
these Accounts, stnce the close of the last Sesston of Parltament, --em- 
braetng any Statements of Account or explanations that may have been 
offered stnee that pertod, by any party, relative to the matter in ques- 
tion. 


Ordered, That the satd Address be presented to His Excellency the Governor 
General, by such Members of thts House as are of the Honorable the 
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Executtve Counctl of this Provtinee. 


Norfolk Joint Ordered, That the Honorable Mr. Boulton have Leave 
Stock Compa- to bring in a Bill to authorize the formation 
NESSIET EL. of Joint Stock Compantes tn the County of Nor- 


folk, for the construction of Plank or Macada- 
mized Roads within the satd County. 
He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same was 
received and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time 
on Monday next. 


Land Survey- Ordered, That Mr. Fournier have leave to bring in 
OreslitlLeetl.c.) a Btll to repeal the Ordinance therein mention- 


ed, and to make better provision respecting Land 
Surveyors and the admeasurement of Lands in Lower Canada. 
He aecordingly presented the said Bill to the House, and the same was 
received and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time 
on Monday next. 





Emigratton. Mr. Price, from the Comnittee of the whole House 

to take tnto consideration the propriety of anend- 
ing the Indigent Emigrants Act 4 and 5 Vie. ec. 13, and of making further 
provision in respect of Emigratton, reported several Resolutions, which 
were read, as follow:-- 

1. Resolved, That tt ts expedient to amend the Emigrant Act 4 and 5 
Vie. ¢c. 13, by tnereasing the rate or duty levied thereby; and to make 
other and further provtstons in respect of Emtgrants and Passengers em- 
barked in ships or vessels arriving at any port tn this Province. 

2. Resolved, That instead of the rate or duty of five shtllings, as 
levied under the said Act, tt ts expedient that there be levied and paid 
upon all Passengers or Emigrants, trrespective of age, embarked on board 
of such shtps or vessels, the swn of ten shtllings currency; and that, in 
addition thereto, the satd rate shall be doubled for Passengers in ships 
arriving at any time between the tenth day of September, and the first 
day of October; and trebled for Passengers in shtps arriving after the 
first day of October, tn each year. 

3. Resolved, That in cases where tt shall appear probable that any 
Passenger may become chargeable upon the public, it ts expedient that 
the master of the shtp carrying such Passenger shall give securtty against 
any such charge; with power to commute such obligation by the payment of 
a sun of twenty shillings currency, for every such Passenger. 

4, Resolved, That in addition to the foregoing rates, it ts expedient 
that there be paid for every Passenger on board of shtps detained in 
Quarantine beyond the period of three days, a further rate or duty pro- 
portioned to the time during whtch the said ship shall be so detatned-- 
such further rate to be two shillings and stxpence for each full period 
of three days.1 


MR. AT. GEN. BADGLEY--, seconded by MR. INSP. GEN. Cayley, moved 
the question of concurrence in the several clauses of the Fmigration 
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Act.? 
(9) 
The ftrst and second Resolutton, betng read a second time, were agreed 
agreed to. 


The third Resolutton betng read a second time. 


DR. BOUTHILLIER--, seconded by DR. ROUSSEAU, moved that £5 be insert- 
ted instead of 20s.3 


MR. AT. GEN. BADGLEY--was certain the clause of £5 would jeopardize 
the Bill, as the Captain would, in all instances where he visibly could, 
charge £5 in addition to the ordinary rate, and thus effectually stop 
all emigration.4 


MR. AYLWIN--said that reference had been made, the night before, to 
the tax in New York. Now he found that there, Captains had to give a 
bond to the extent of £50, that their passengers should not become charge- 
able. He did not wish to see that obligation imposed here; but the House 
was bound to pass laws to prevent the invasion of pest, and the reappear- 
ance of that Cholera, which has already twice ravaged this Colony.3” .C(ie)) 
strongly supported the tax of £5, and severely censured the Administra- 
tion for pushing the Bill through in this hasty manner. They talked of 
responsibility. They talk of responsibility when it was well known they 
held their seats only by sufferance--when it was well known they did 
not possess the confidence of the House.6 If it were so necessary to 
pass a bill of this kind, why was not a bill introduced during the last 
session--/ or why did they not dissolve Parliament at an earlier period?8 
Why, at least was not the Parliament summoned in November--or why the 
Parliament, when it was called, at last, only called for the 5th March? 
Why was the day finally fixed on, only an after thought?92 They were 
answerable to the country for the disgraceful conduct they had pursued; 
and, for himself,10 though he supposed the same effect would attend the 
present motion, as attended a similar motion the night before, he should 
still vote for the amendment of his hon. friend; because he felt it 
would relieve him hereafter from a great load of responsibility--a res- 
ponsibility which the present Ministers seemed very ready to assume, and 
which was represented as very heavy; but which, in fact, amounted to 
nothing at alls! 


DR. LATERRIERE--...spoke in Frenchl2. ((He)) said that Canada, last 
year, had been invaded by an army more destructive than any other which 
could be sent against it; and to prevent a similar invasion, he would 
vote not only for a £5 tax on these helpless persons, but even of £10 
on each.13 He...discussed a variety of subjects, and travelled into 
China, and read a paper on the opium-tradel . Another crusade was now 
in preparation, which would be like another descent of Algonquins or 
Aberaquis on the settlers of yore; and bid fair to ruin the hapless na- 
tives of the country, who had to pay for their support, while they were 
themselves the subject of all sorts of speculations. He did not believe 
that England would incur the weighty responsibility of sending to Canada 
her wretched surplus population, if Canada only protested strongly against 
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DR. NELSON--would remind the House that last night he seconded the 
motion for £10, in the case of idiots and other unfortunate creatures, 
but feeling, as he did, that the Bill might be returned if the £5 clause 
Was inserted, he relt inclined to vote against it, rather than risk the 
Bil1l6, If all emigration were to be of the same character as that of 
last year, he would vote for any tax that would prevent it. But it 
was necessary to distinguish between infirm and idiots, who ought to 
be kept out of the country, and healthy, industrious persons who were 
of the greatest value to the community. If the Ministry could show that 
the imposition of the tax of £5, in the case proposed, would repress 
that class of emigration, or if they could show that it would be likely 
to endanger the passing of the bill at home, he would vote against the 
amendment.1/7 He had other reasons; he had no doubt that there would 
be less emigration this year than in the previous yearsl8. I1 pensait 
que les capitaines de vaisseau ne les laisseraient pas encombrer comme 
l'année derniére. Ils en avaient eux-mémes, ainsi que les armateurs, 
trop cruellement souffert;19 for ship owners had discovered they had 
lost money by their wholesale trade in human flesh,20 ils avaient été 
justement punis de leur cupidité2l, ((and)) their cruelty22, and had 
they been ruined, he, for one, would have rejoiced that such conse- 
quences should have followed their disgraceful traffic, besides, the 
debate in this House would go abroad and have a salutary effect. 23 
Il espére de meilleures dispositions administratives et sanitaires qu'il 
n'y avait l'année précédente. Il entre dans des détails qui sont parvenus 
& sa connaissance personnelle dans l'exercice de sa profession.24 The 
hon. gentleman concluded by saying, although he felt no tax against the 
halt, the lamé, and the blind could be too great, yet, rather than risk 
the assent to the Bill by the Imperial Government, he felt compelled 
to vote against the amendment of the hon. member.25 


MR. CHAUVEAU--spoke in French--26, ((I1)) dit que l'on a parlé de 
la responsabilité des ministres. Quelle responsabilité? La responsa- 
bilité des gens qui ne seront plus 14 demain. La responsabilité de 
faire une mauvaise loi de plus.27 For his part he could not see how they 
would have to bear any responsibility, as how long could they, the pre- 
sent Government, hold their seats?28 C'est la majorité de la chambre 
qui sera responsable et non pas les ministres. I1 ne voterait point 
pour l'amendement s'il pouvait s'imaginer que cela pi faire perdre la 
mesure en Angleterre. Mais il ne faut point supposer tant de mauvais 
vouloir dans le gouvernement métropolitain. I1 ne pouvait pas se facher 
de ce que nous refusions de recevoir les mendiants, les idiots, les 
aveugles, les sourds-muets et les infirmes de toute 1l'Irlande.29 He 
could not for a moment think that the Imperial Government would refuse 
a Bill imposing a tax of £5 only on the idiots &c, and. if such people 
were to be sent to this country how were they to be supported, there 
were no poor rates, nor was any county in Canada bound to support them30, 
Il serait peu disposé 4 mettre une taxe prohibitive sur la partie saine 
de 1'émigration; mais il pensait que pour celle qui fesait l'objet de 
l'amendement, les habitants du pays se trouvaient dans le cas de défense 
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personnelle. I1 suggéra de substituer une taxe fixe de £2 a la commuta- 
tion pour le cautionnement que l'on voulait élever 4 £5. Ce cautionnement 
est selon lui, parfaitement illusoire, puisqu'il n'y a point dans ce pays 
d'institutions municipales obligées de prendre soin des pauvres, comme 

le bill copié sur celui des Etats-Unis le suppose.31 


MR. INSP. GEN. CAYLEY--looked on the question of responsibility just 
as the hon. member for the county of Quebec did. He supposed the majo- 
rity of the House would, if they passed the bill, pass it upon the reasons 
given by the Ministry, believing those reasons to be sufficient. He did 
not fear that the present amendment, if carried, would endanger the bili .32 


MR. SOL. GEN. CAMERON--thought the Imperial Government would not take 
the responsibility of allowing a £5 tax to be levied.33 ((He)) imagined 
that it was not intended to stop emigration altogether.34 Was it the 
intention of hon. members opposite to exclude emigration, they could not 
take a more effectual method if it was. The taxes hon. gentlemen oppo- 
site wished to impose would entirely check all emigration, even the most 
healthy. 35 The tax mentioned in Lord Grey's Despatch, was 10s.; but the 
present proposition, if carried, would in many cases impose a tax as high 
as £7 10s. on certain individuals. Now that would certainly prevent cap- 
tains from taking persons who might become chargeable to them to that 
amount. The hon. member for Quebec, was, he believed, misinformed with 
reference to the State of New York. There the captains were bound to 
pay a tax of one dollar for each passenger, and to give security in the 
amount of $500, that the Emigrants should not become chargeable to the 
country; but from this last obligation they were entirely released by 
the payment of $1.36 


MR. INSP. GEN. CAYLEY--said that on the class of emigrants in ques- 
tion, Earl Grey's Dispatch suggested a tax of 10s. Ministers had made 
it 20s., they had doubled it. He proposed to take the sense of the 
House. 3/ 


MR. AT. GEN. SHERWOOD--could point out a case in which the proposed 
amendment would be very severely felt. Suppose a father embarking in 
a healthy state with a healthy wife and 4 children; suppose this husband 
was taken sick and should die on the voyage; in that case, each of these 
surviving parties38, though young and healthy,39 would be liable to the 
extent of £5. It was clear that this must check the course of emigration, 
by imposing so great a burden on the ship-owner. He wished that every 
subject of the British Empire could be allowed49 to come to this country 
free, and without any capitation tax--he remembered when the 5s. tax 
was imposed,--it created a bad feeling, but the tax we were now imposing, 
we were obliged to impose in self-defence4l. ((It)) was an act of neces- 
sity, and should be rendered effectual by its moderation, as well as its 
other good qualities. Now this amendment would certainly produce an un- 
favorable impression on the minds of all who desired to see an accession 
of healthy inhabitants to the Colony. It would also, he feared,42 create 
a bad feeling towards this country throughout England43, alarm intending 
Emigrants, and prevent them from coming to the country.44 
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(9) 

Mr. Bouthtliter moved, seconded by the Honorable Mr. Aylwin, and the 
Questton betng put, That the Resolution be now re-committed to a Commit- 
tee of the whole House, with the view of tnereasing the sun of money 
therein mentioned, from twenty shillings to five pounds. 

The House divided; and the names betng called for, they were taken 
down, as follow:-- 


YEAS. 
Messteurs Aylwin, Bouthtlliter, Cauchon, Chabot, Chauveau, Duchesnay, 


Dumas , Fortter, Fournier, Fourquin, Guillet, Laterrtére, Laurin, Lemieux, 
Marquis, Papineau, Sauvageau, Scott of TWO MOUNTAINS, Taché.--(19.) 


NAYS. 


Messteurs Attorney General Badgley, Baldwin, Beaubten, Bell, Boulton 


of NORFOLK, Boulton of TORONTO, Brooks, Burritt, Carroll, Soltettor Gen- 
eral Cameron, Cayley, Christie, Crysler, Davignon, Drumnond, Egan, Flint, 
Gugy, Hall, Holmes, Jobin, Johnson, LaFontaine, Leslie, Lyon, Macdonald 


of GLENGARRY, Maedonald of KINGSTON, Str Allan N. MacNab, Malloch, M'Con- 


nell, M'Farland, Merritt, Meyers, Mongenats, Morrison, Nelson, Notman, 
Price, Robinson, Scott of BYTOWN, Sherwood of BROCKVILLE, Attorney Gen- 
eral Sherwood, Smith of DURHAM, Smith of FRONTENAC, Smith of WENTWORTH, 
Stevenson, Thompson, Webster, Wetenhall, and Wilson.--(50.) 

So tt was passed in the Negative. 

The third Resolutton was then agreed to. 


The fourth Resolution, being read a second time, was agreed to. 














MR. AT. GEN. BADGLEY-- ... moved for leave to bring in the Bil1. 4° 
ey 
Emigratton Ordered, That the Honorable Mr. Attorney General 
Eput. Badgley have leave to bring in a Bill to make 





better provision with respect to Emigrants, and 
for defraying the expenses of supporting Indigent Emigrants, and for for- 
warding them to thetr place of destination, and to amend the Act therein 
menttoned. 
He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House, and the sane was 
recetved and read for the first time. 


Ordered, That the Btll be now read a second time; and the Rules of the 
House suspended as to the same. 
The Bill was accordingly read a second time; and committed to a Com- 


mittee of the whole House. 


Resolved, That this House will, immediately, resolve itself into the said 


Committee. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the Committee. 

Mr. Wilson took the Chair of the Committee; and after some time spent 
theretn, 

Mr. Speaker reswned the Chatr; 

And Mr. Wilson reported that the Committee had gone through the Bill, 
and made Amendments thereunto. 


Ordered, That the Report be now received; and the Rules of this House sus- 


pended as to the same. 


Mr. Wilson reported the Bill accordingly; and the Amendments were read 
and agreed to. 
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Ordered, That the Btll, wtth the Amendments, be engrossed. 

Beauharnots The Order of the day for the House tn Commtttee 

Electton. on the Return and Poll Books for the last Electton 
for the County of Beauharnots, betng read;4® 


MR. AYLWIN--moved the House ((into Committee on the)) Beauharnois 
election.4/7 


Some discussion ((arose as to the)) propriety of this course in pre- 
ference ((to that of another)) matter before the House.48 


MR. AYLWIN--((gained his)) point.49 


(9] 
The House accordingly resolved ttself tnto the satd Committee. 
Mr. Holmes took the Chatr of the Commtttee; 


MR. AYLWIN--rose to propose the first series of resolutions which he 
held in his hand, and in doing so, would state to the House the circum- 
stances under which he called upon them to act. The committee was now 
in possession of the return and likewise of the poll-books in this case, 
which was one he believed unprecedented in the Parliamentary history of 
the country with which they had the satisfaction of being connected, al- 
though instances of the kind might have occurred in some of the more re- 
cently formed States of the American Union adjoining us; but even then 
he doubted whether a precedent of this kind could be found. The Return- 
ing Officer of the County of Beauharnois, by his return, stated to the 
House that he proceeded to an election for that County, that the election 
was completed, that he had appointed a day to receive the returns from 
his deputies. He had put upon the table of the House the poll-books of 
the different polling places, and he stated that ((there)) were two other 
poll-books which it was out of his power to put in the possession of the 
House, as by law he was bound to do, in consequence of this, that whilst 
in the process of transmission to him from the Deputy Returning Officer, 
the parties in whose custody they were, had been assailed upon the Queen's 
highway by ruffians unknown, and dispossessed by violence of these poll- 
books. That such an act should have been perpetrated in this Province, 
could not but be regretted by everyone who had any respect for British 
institutions. It was an outrage and indignity upon the country at large. 
(Hear, hear.) If this were a common robbery of an individual, it would 
be another thing; but here a whole County had been injured without any 
possibility of pecuniary recompense. It was an insult to the whole of 
Her Majesty's subjects in this Province (hear, hear)--an offence29 not 
to be described. Committed by whom? Why, doubtless by some pitiful 
wretch1 who, if summoned to appear at the bar of the House, would be 
deemed unworthy of being punished in the way which his crime deserved-- 
some base wretch, hired for low, paltry wages by some villain, who would 
employ such a man to do those acts which he was too cowardly to perpet- 
rate himself. But because these acts could be perpetrated, was it to be 
supposed that the law of election would be violated22 with impunity 53? 
Could it be supposed that the County of Beauharnois election should re- 
sult in nothing because of the villainy of these base and cowardly wretch- 
es who had planned this, and the villain who had executed it? Why, they 
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were as ignorant as they were cowardly and villainous. Did they imagine 
that the election could be set aside? Let them not imagine that the elec- 
tors of the County of Beauharnois should be called upon to make the great 
pecuniary and other sacrifices of a second election--((Hear, hear.) Could 
the persons who perpetrated this be ignorant of the admission which the 
law gave to secondary evidence when evidence of a better description had 
been received by fraud or violence? (Hear, hear.) It was a matter of 
every day occurrence in common law;54 and, if it be a matter of every day 
occurence in private cases, should it not be in a public one?55 And if 
so, should it be a matter of doubt when it concerned the proudest, the 
highest right of a great constituency?--(hear, hear,) a portion of the 
country which had a right to have a representative in this Assembly. 
(Hear, hear.) He wished it to be understood that it was the duty of this 
House--a duty which it owed to itself on the fact being brought to its 
notice, that the representation was incomplete, that the County of Beau- 
harnois was without a representative, in consequence of a fraudulent or 
violent act--to strain every nerve to defeat the object of this fraud 

or violence, that the representation should be full and complete.-- 
(Hear, hear.) The very first principle of parliamentary law required 
that every nerve should be strained in order that the representation 
might be complete. There were cases of equality of votes, and double 
returns, when it became the duty of the House to select one man, because 
the representation must be completed, and they were decided by a sort 

Sf udicium restieunm, like’ the tossing up of a half-penny; in short, the 
name which was nearest to the indenture in the writ was returned56 and 
properly so2/, because it was imperatively necessary that no constitu- 
ency should be deprived58 for one moment29 of the benefits which the 
constitution of the country seeks to confer on the country at large60, 
when it was competent for this tribunal to right the wrong. 61 This 
question, then, was not a question of public or private right; it was 

not a question of a controverted election either; there were no adverse 
claims here; there were not two men each of whom said that he was the 
representative of the County of Beauharnois. This was not a case of con- 
tested election; but with the facts now within the knowlege of the House, 
it was absolutely necessary that they should take up the matter and pro- 
ceed upon it in order that justice might be done to the public at large .62 
I know I should be told63 by hon. gentlemen that64 the course I pursue 

is open to objections.65 Why, what course was not open to a number of 
objections? He was prepared to meet many objections; but could any hon. 
gentleman get up and tell him by what other methods they could cure the 
wound, the stab which had been inflicted on the House66 , the County and 
the Country§’ by the expulsion of one of the members of that body?68 
Every hour's delay is an injustice to Beauharnois, and through Beauhar- 
nois, to the country at large.69 It was an assumption in some measure 
for eighty or eighty-one members to legislate when the law provided that 
eighty-four should be the number. A remedy must, then, be obtained; the 
remedy which the law gave to contested elections could not be applied 
here/0 because there was no contest--it must then be a kind of common law 
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remedy--/1 a question of priyilege--/2 a remedy that every constituent 
Assembly must haye to fill up its own body.73 This question was not 
important to this Member or that Member, but to all Members. The exis- 
tence of one is essential to all.74 It was necessary that the purity-- 
aye, the existence--of the House should be protected/5. At present 

that body was not complete; but if eighty-two members could sit and vote, 
so could eighty,76 if evil-doers can prevent one Member from taking his 
lawful seat,/77 either by fraud or violence...((they can)) prevent any 
member...((or)) any constituency from being represented,/8 they may pre- 
vent twenty, or more than twenty, and thus awfully reduce the House to 

a bare quorum/79 necessary to carry on the business. He said, then, that 
it was absolutely necessary that the House, with the evidence it posses- 
sed before it, that the election for the County of Beauharnois was in- 
complete,80 ((do)) complete its numbers and81 proceed at once to give 
the individual who had the largest number of votes his place in this 
House, until such time as it should be proved that the individual they 
had seated had no right to remain here. (Hear, hear.) In coming to the 
conclusion which he asked them to do, no injustice could be done, but 
the County of Beauharnois would be represented, and justice would be done 
to all parties. (Hear, hear.)82 Some hon. members, he doubted not, 
would desire to be guided by precedents; he anticipated this83; he de- 
sired to be guided by precedents furnished by the journals of their own 
land--to look to cases which were in the knowledge of them all. He de- 
sired to follow strictly the parliamentary law of Canada, without any 
reference to the practice elsewhere, in order that there might be no 
confusion or uncertainty in a quarter where none ought to exist.84 He 
knew that it would be endeavoured to refer to examples of controverted 
elections in another country.85 He desired not to alter the Parliamen- 
tary Law of Canada, if it were at variance with the Parliamentary law 
elsewhere, so much the worse, but86 he desired to adhere to the prece- 
dents of Canada, which all knew, and which ought to be followed, to pre- 
vent uncertainty where all should be certain.87 He was prepared to aban- 
don all other rules but those of the Canadian law.88 He was bound to 
confess, as a student of Parliamentary history and a member of the legal 
profession, that quibbling had been introduced in cases of contested 
elections before the Parliament of Great Britain, which ought not to 
have been permitted in any court of justice. (Hear, hear.)89 But, how- 
ever that may be, those precedents and that practice are not applicable 
here; here we are not trying cases according to reports of this and 
that, 99 they were sitting now judicially, to a certain extent, in foro 
domestico, to complete their own organization, to see that the hiatus 
which existed among them should be done away with--that this vacancy, 
this gap, should be filled up.91 A distinction was drawn between this 
case and one to which he alluded in a former night. It was said that 
there was in this case a petition; but was it to be therefore said that 
no redress should be afforded where instead of one party complaining of 
another, one member sitting as a judge, called attention to a hiatus in 
the Court?92 The hon. member then quoted precedents from Canadian Par- 
liamentary practice for the course he was pursuing, citing the cases of 
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the Counties of Kent, Hastings, Simcoe, and the case of the hon. member 
for Hamilton in the last Parliament. Objections had been taken to his 
mode of proceeding, on the ground that there ought to be a petition and 
that it should be referred to a committee. But?3 he was acting in con- 
formance with a case in our first Parliament--he meant the Kent case 
which the hon. member for Hamilton conducted. There was no petition 
then nor is there one now. There was an objection to proceeding in Com- 
mittee. Why?94 What harm would be done--would it be said that a man 
who ought not to be admitted to the House would be brought in because 
the House was sitting in Committee, instead of with the Speaker in the 
Chair?95 Was injustice likely to be done?96 Does it not give opportu- 
nity for the greatest deliberation?9/ Would any man lose anything? Would 
injustice of any kind or description be perpetrated? No, those who dep- 
recated celerity in this matter, and wished to have a longer delay, in 
order to search out dusty folios in that apartment (pointing towards the 
library), would have no reason to find fault with this mode of proceed- 
ing, aS no injustice could be done in this case; although, by going into 
committee, they would obtain their object of delaying the decision of the 
question, which must first go through two distinct processes--first, in 
committee, and then98 the House would sit after the Committee had report- 
ed, toadopt that report, and any amendment might be made in it.99 If 
there was to be any quibbling and cavilling in this matter, let it not 
be done in those dark places down. stairs; but let it be done here, in 
the broad day, wnen the people of the country were present, and could 
see what was done by their representatives. Let it not go forth to the 
country that the little quibblings and petty objections, which were des- 
pised in a common Court, were perpetrated by those who sit as judges in 
the legislature.100 OR Are we to have cavils and quibbles? Let them 
not be made here in the broad day; let them be made in the black holes 
of the Committee rooms downstairs, by pettifogging lawyers, not by men 
who arrogate to themselves the title of Legislators. Such proceedings 
had disgraced the law--let them not disgrace us.101 He hoped there 
would be nothing of this sort. (Hear, hear.)102 I am prepared to hear 
many objections, 103 He was prepared...to hear it stated that the House 
could consider only the return, and not the papers annexed thereto. He 
was prepared to hear that those annexed papers were bad, because there 
were two oaths attached to theml04, The Deputy Returning Officer had 
sworn to the truth of his statements, and it has been objected that be- 
cause he had done so, they are vitiatedl05. Yes, he was prepared to 
hear that a thing which would have been very good before was rendered 
good for nothing by the attachmentl06 of that oath.19” Let this be urged 
by paltry Attorneys but not by any man who sits in this House as a 
Judge.108 The House was now in possession of the facts of the casel09 
((which)) are that there is a large majority in favour of Mr. Jacob De- 
Witt--this appears on the face of the poll-books, which are entire, and 
affidavits that the destroyed poll-books gave the same result, and that, 
but for violence, Mr. DeWitt would have been the sitting Member. You 
have the best evidence of which the case is susceptible. What more do 
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you want? You have the affidavits of the men who, it is averred, should 
be examined at the Bar of the House. Would you more readily yield to 
the statements of these men if they were made at the Bar? No! To say 
so is Tomfoolery, all absurdity. It is now well and sufficiently proved 
that the seat for Beauharnois is vacant; that it is vacant by an act of 
fraud and violence; and who shall deny that the House is not competent 
to do justice to itself and the County of Beauharnois.110 He trusted 
they would do justice, not to Mr. De Witt alone, but to the whole coun- 
try. He concluded by moving ((the following resolutions)).111 


1. Resolved, That it appears by the Return of the Returning Officer 
appointed to preside at the last election of a Member for the County of 
Beauharnois, and the Poll Books transmitted with the said Return, that 
at the close of the said Election, Jacob DeWitt, Esquire, one of the 
Candidates, had a majority of votes. 

2. Resolved, That the said Jacob DeWitt, Esquire, ought to have been 
returned at the said Election as Knight Representative to serve for the 
County of Beauharnois, in this present Parliament. 

3. Resolved, That the said Jacob DeWitt has a right to take his Seat 
in this House as Representative for the said County of Beauharnois; sav- 
ing however to all Candidates and Electors their right of contesting the 
said Election if they think proper, in such a manner as may by law and 
justice appertain, and according to the usages of Parliament. 

4. Resolved, That the Clerk of the Crown in Chancery do attend this 
House forthwith, and amend the Return of the said County of Beauharnois, 
by stating, that, at the said Election, the said Jacob DeWitt, Esquire, 
was duly elected to represent the said County of Beauharnois. 

5. Resolved, That the Poll Books of the Township of Dundee and the 
Parish of St. Anicet, in the said County of Beauharnois, at the said 
Election, while in progress of transmission to the Returning Officer, 
were forcibly taken from the possession and custody of the Deputy Return- 
ning Officers for the said Township and Parish, by certain evil disposed 
and lawless persons unknown. 

6. Resolved, That it is just and necessary to adopt means for the 
discovery, apprehension, and punishment of the said offenders. 

7. Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to His Excellency 
the Governor General, praying that His Excellency may give such orders 
as in his wisdom he may think necessary in the premises. 


DR. NELSON--seconded the motion.113 


SOL. GEN. CAMERON--thought that the hon. and learned gentleman who 
had introduced this resolution seemed to have felt certain that there 
must be something very objectionable in his course of proceedingl1l4 
when he found it necessary to enter into so long a preliminary argu- 
ment.l15 ((Mr. Aylwin)) would not have thought it necessary to depre- 
cate all forms and legal proceedings; he must have felt that there was 
a difficulty in his way, though it might not be insurmountable, and that 
the proceedings which he had taken were not warranted by anything he 
could find in English precedents. (Hear, hear.)116 Tout de suite la 
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question, de savoir combien il peut montrer de cas en Angleterre ot les 
livres de poll ont été déchirés, est venue se placer devant ((M. Came- 
ron)). Ces cas sont aussi rares que les précédents pour guider les mem- 
bres dans la décision qu'ils ont 4 donner.--l17 For his own part he 
thought with the hon. gentleman that Mr. DeWitt ought to be the sitting 
member for the County of Beauharnoisll8, for it was clear he had an 
apparent majorityll9, (Loud cries of hear, hear.) He considered that 
this was not an occasion for party feeling, but he felt that there were 
some statements which the hon. member for Quebec had made in which he 
could not agree.120 He did not agree with the hon. gentleman that the 
case of a double return afforded any precedent which justified the 
course which he proposed to follow.12l He thought there was no simila- 
rity between this case and these where there was a double return.122 
There was, he believed, no instance of such a decision, as that which 
the hon. member spoke of, that a member should take his seat, because 
his name was nearest to the indenture on the writ. The fact was that 
the party whose name was nearest the indenture was only allowed to ap- 
pear first by Counsel at the bar.123 He would go back as far as 1661 
and prove to the hon. member that resolutions had been passed annually 
since then in the British House of Commons, that in the case of a double 
return, that member whose name is first on the Writ, shall be the first 
to be heard at the Bar of the House while the Speaker is in the chair.124 
In looking into precedents he had found that so late as eight years ago 
no return tices been made for Great Grimsby and Lincoln, the House of 
Commons ordered+2> the Returning Officers to the Bar of the House to say 
why no returns were made.126 He quite agreed with the hon. gentleman 
that this was a case in which the House had power at once to go into 

the question and summon before it the Returning Officer to show why the 
election had not been made in obedience to the writ; this was quite in 
accordance with British precedents.12/ In reference to the Kent case, 
he could not agree with his honorable and learned friend, as the law 
was altered in 1842. The Precepts are required (with Returns on them), 
not the Poll Books; and as to all the talk of his learned friend, about 
legal quibbles, and pettifogging Attorneys, he thought we ought to be 
more particular than in any petty cases. The Returning Officer by the 
4th clause is directed to return the Poll Books and Precepts to the 
Clerk of the Crown in Chancery; and all legal men know the first thing 
in a contested Election is to produce the Poll Books; and more elec- 
tions have been upset in this particular than in any other. He could 
not imagine that by bringing the Poll Clerks to the Bar of this House, 
you could place Mr. DeWitt in his seat.128 The hon. and learned gentle- 
man concluded by an argument of great length against the validity, as 
evidence, of the affidavit appended to the return.129 He trusted this 
House would so conduct this case as to make it a precedent.130 


COL. GUGY...((agreed with Sol. Gen. Cameron))...most heartily.131 
As the subject under discussion had been a great deal talked about out of 
doors, he had a good opportunity of hearing something on the subject, 
and it did appear to him that Mr. DeWitt was as much entitled to his 
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seat as any Member of this House. 132 ((He) ) was quite disposed, Be abe 
hearing what was said on both sides, to lose no more time, but to enable 
Mr. DeWitt to take his seat...as soon as these resolutions could be 
read, discussed and passed. (Hear, hear.) He arrived at this conclu- 
sion because he was convinced that there was abundant evidence to show 
that Mr. DeWitt had a majority of votes, and ought therefore to have 

bee declared duly elected, as the Returning Officer was bound by the 

law to return the candidate who appeared to have the majority of the 
votes.133 You have before you the special returns and affidavits assert- 
ing that Mr. DeWitt has a large majority and appended to the affidavits 
is a return sworn to by the Returning Officer, giving Mr. DeWitt a large 
majority in the Parishes not returned; you thus see that in the Parish- 
es for which the Poll Books were destroyed, Mr. DeWitt had a majority, 
and in the other Parishes he had an overwhelming majority.134 For his 
own part he thought ... ((this)) was quite sufficient evidence that Mr. 
DeWitt had the majority of votes; he thought the evidence quite suffi- 
cient, and he trusted that such would be eventually the decision of 

the House. (Hear, hear.)135 In this case you have but one course to 
pursue either to allow one of the claimants to sit or grant a new Writ, 
and he thought this House ought to place itself in the situation of the 
Returning Officer, and elect the man that has the majority of votes.136 
Il n'entend pas que la chambre se soumette humblement aux décisions, ou 
aux volontés de la canaille armée qui défendait la cause du ministre aux 
derniéres élections.13/ ((In view of the)) position in the "high Court 
of Parliament'' ((which he had)) the honour to occupy, he must give his 
((assent to)) Mr. Aylwin's motion.138 


MR. AT. GEN. SHERWOOD--greatly regretted the course his hon. and 
learned friend the member for Quebec, had pursued in bringing this ques- 
tion before a committee of the whole House; he would have wished that 
his hon. and learned friend had made this motion in the House, as it 
was highly desirable to maintain a course of proceedings analogous to 
English practice.139 Les questions de privilége ne peuvent se décider 
qu'en chambre, l'orateur au fauteuil et non pas en comité; jamais en 
Angleterre on agit autrement. Si toutefois on lui montre des exemples 
du contraire, il est prét 4 les admettre.140 What precedent had the 
hon. gentleman followed? (Hear, hear.) If hon. members get up and 
strike out new precedents for themselves, what protection was there? 
(ironical sshoutsio£ hear, hear.)141 It is true the hon. member for Que- 
bec has a precedent in 1841, but the way in which election were carried 
out in that year by the Executive, caused most of the elections to be 
brought before the House, and ((he)) therefore thought, that could hard- 
ly be looked upon as a precedent.142 They must now however pursue the 
course they had taken, unless his hon. friend would consent to the com- 
mittee rising, on the understanding that he was to take up this matter 
in the House. ("No, no.")143 We were in error, and the sooner we re- 
turned to British precedents, that we spoke of so oftenl44 in questions 
of privilegesl45, the better, and he would now wish to return to British 
practice.146 


oe 


No doubt you would, from Mr. Aylwin.147 


MR. AT. GEN. SHERWOOD ((continued:)) but as they were in the commit- 
tee, he had no hesitation in saying that he was prepared to place Mr. 
DeWitt in the position which he ought to occupy, as member for Beauhar- 


nois. (Hear, hear.) He thought that under the circumstances the Return- 
ing Officer ought to have returned Mr. DeWitt (hear, hear,) but he felt 
called upon to oppose the departure from practice in England. (Hear, 
hear. )148 


MR. LAFONTAINE-~-addressed the House in French in favour of the mo- 
tion.149 The only reason the Sol. Gen. West, has for blaming his learn- 
ed friend, is because we are acting without the Speaker in the Chair; he 
defied him to instance a case of election privileges in which the Speak- 
er was in the Chair. He was astonished to hear his honble. and learned 
friend say the Returning Officer was not obliged to return the Precept 
but the Pol1.150 


MR. SOL. GEN. CAMERON--here explained to his honble. and learned 
friend that when the Poll was sent, it was the Poll Books, not the 
Poll. b1 


MR. LAFONTAINE, the honble. Member for Sherbrooke took the right 
course and the Returning Officer ought on the day he rendered the return, 
have declared that Mr. DeWitt, the Member for Beauharnois. And he ask- 
ed if there was a single Member of this House that did not blame the 
Returning Officer; no, he thought there was not. Oh, what an example of 
morality have we here, when despite the majority for Mr. DeWitt, his 
seat is withheld from him, and this House, was now bound to do its duty, 
and elect Mr. DeWitt.152 


MR. AT. GEN. BADGLEY--declared against voting with Mr. Aylwin.153 
((He)) quite concurred in the view which had fallen from his hon. col- 
league, the Attorney General for Upper Canada, in reference to the mode 
in which the hon. member for Quebec had brought this matter forward. 

He thought that it was the duty of the Returning Officer in this case 
to have summed up the poll books that remained and to have made a spe- 
cial return from the parishes where the theft was effected, and it was 
the part of the House, by the Clerk in Chancery, to sum up the state 

of the poll and make the return to the House.154 ((He)) admitted that 
the affidavits disappeared with the Poll Books.155 


MR. H. BOULTON--could have no doubt that it was the duty of the 
House and consistent with British practice, to direct the return to be 
made by the officers of the House. (Hear, hear.) After the election 
had actually taken place, and the votes been taken, there could be no 
doubt that the Returning Officer ought to have made a return, and as 
he had not done it, it was the duty of the House to do it. (Hear.)156 


MM. SHERWOOD, ((J. H.)) CAMERON, et SIR A. MACNAB ((parlent d'une) ) 
erreur de jugement.157 
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MR. BALDWIN--confessed that when the subject of the return was first 
presented to his mind he had great doubt how far it would be proper for 
the House to take it up and dispose of it as a matter of informal return 
to their writ made to the House by their officer. That was his great 
doubt, in the first instance as to the course pursued by his hon. and 
learned friend, but he now entirely concurred with his hon. and learned 
friends on both sides of the House, that the House could take up the 
question of the return, and proceed in a summary wayl58, reserving at 
the same time rights of ((appeal)) against Mr. DeWitt on any ground 
that ((might become)) available to them.159 In regard to the course of 
going into committee, he had said the day before yesterday, that he con- 
ceived it to be an irregular mode of disposing of a question of privi- 
lege. 160 


Hear, hear from the ministerial benches.161 


Had he, MR. BALDWIN, been in the House at the time he should have 
proposed that they should come to the question in the House itself (hear, 
hear;) but being in committee, they must enter into the discussion of 
the matter. The original difficulty being thus removed, and being satis- 
fied that the House could take up this question and order the return to 
be amended, the next question was, had they facts before them upon which 
they could make this direction. The learned gentleman then went into an 
argument to shew that the affidavits of this amount of the poll in the 
parishes where the books were lost were proper evidence for the House 
to decide upon, and that the representation of the country should at 
once be completed.162 ((He)) would vote for the resolution.163 


(9) 

and after some time spent theretn, 

Mr. Speaker reswned the Chatr; 

And Mr. Holmes reported that the Committee had come to several Reso- 
Luttons; whtch were read, as follow:-- 

1. Resolved, That tt appears by the Return of the Returning Offtcer 
appotnted to prestde at the last Electton of a Member for the County of 
Beauharnots, and the Poll Books transmttted wtth the satd Return, that, 


(10) 
at the close of the satd Electton, Jacob DeWttt, one of the Candtdates, 
had a majortty of votes. 

2. Resolved, That the satd Jacob DeWitt, Esqutre, ought to have been 
returned at the satd Electton as Kntght Representative to serve for the 
County of Beauharnots, tn thts present Parltament. 

3. Resolved, That the satd Jacob DeWitt has a rtght to take his Seat 
tn this House as Representative for the satd County of Beauharnots; sav- 
tng however to all Candtdates and Electors thetr right of contesting the 
satd Eleetton tf they thtnk proper, tn such mamer as may by law and jus- 
ttee appertatn, and according to the usages of Parltament. 

4, Resolved, That the Clerk of the Crown tn Chancery do attend this 
House forthwith, and amend the Return of the satd County of Beauharnots, 
by stating, that, at the satd Election, the satd Jacob DeWitt, Esqutre, 
was duly elected to represent the satd County of Beauharnots. 
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5. Resolved, That the Poll Books for the Township of Dundee and the 
Partsh of St. Antcet, in the said County of Beauharnots, at the said Elec- 
tton, while in progress of transmisston to the Returning. Officer, were 
foretbly taken from the possesston and custody of the Deputy Returning 
Officers. for the satd Township and Parish, by certain evil disposed and 
lawless persons unknown, 

6. Resolved, That tt ts just and necessary to adopt means for the 
discovery, apprehension, and punishment of the said offenders. 

7. Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to His Excellency 
the Governor General, praying that His Excellency may give such orders 
as tn his wisdom he may think necessary in the premises. 

The said Resoluttons, betng read a second time, were agree 


Q, 


Or 


Ordered, That the satd Address and Resoluttons be presented to His Excel- 
tency the Governor General, by such Members of this House as are of 
the Honorable the Executive Council of this Province. 

The Clerk of the Crown tn Chancery attended according to Order, and 
amended the Return for the County of Beauharnots. 


Mr. DeWttt Jacob DeWitt, Esquire, Member for the County 
‘takes his of Beauharnots, having previously taken the oath 
seat. according to Law, and subsertbed before the Com- 


misstoners the Roll containing the same, took his 
seat in the House. 164 


MR. AYLWIN--said he rose to perform a duty which he felt incumbent 
upon him. He thought it right the House should mark their sense of the 
conduct of the Returning Officer for the County of Beauharnoisl65. ((He)) 
was disposed to believe that the Returning Officer in this case was not 
willfully corrupt, but still there could be no doubt that he had been 
guilty of a gross violation of his dutyl66. Not that he attributed guilt 
to him, had he considered him free from any blame but what might attach 
to an error of Judgment, may.be even would not wish to hurt his feelings, 
but considered he should be publiclyl67 and solemnlyl68 informed of his 
errorl69 and that thus a warning might be given to other Returning Of- 
ficers to avoid a like course.170 


(10) 
Beauharnots The Honorable Mr. Aylwin moved, seconded by 
Electton. the Honorable Mr. Boulton, and the Question betng 


put, That R. H. Norval, Esquire, Returning Officer 
at the late Election for the County of Beauharnots, be ordered to attend 
at the Bar of this House, at tts sitting on Monday the sixth day of March 
instant. 


SIR A. MACNAB--opposed the motionl/l. ((He)) desired to protect 
the privileges of Parliament, but still he did not think it right to 
summon individuals here unless there was some specific charge of miscon- 
duct against them. Now he had heard no charge against this Returning 
Officer.172 
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MR. AYLWIN--was sorry that the hon. Knight had not given more con- 
sideration to this matter before he had made those obseryations. He 
thought that the fact of the Returning Officer having made a return 
which met with the disapprobation of the House, was in itself sufficient 
cause for summoning him here. His object in making this motion was not 
so much to visit him with punishment or cast any censure upon him, as 
to give greater solemnity to the judgment which the House had come to, 
to prevent a similar course of proceeding being followed in future by 
Returning Officers.173 


MR. AT. GEN. SHERWOOD--was astonished at such ((a course as was)) 
proposed.174 ((He)) had gone with the hon. gentleman in the resolution 
for seating Mr. DeWitt, but he was not prepared to follow the extreme 
course which the hon. member for Quebec proposed. It was preposterous 
to summon a Returning Officer to the Bar for an error of judgment for 
the purpose of telling him that he had done wrong. Shew him a corrupt 
Returning Officer and he would call him to the Bar, and not admonish 
him but punish him. It seemed to him to be mere child's play. (Hear, 
hear.) To admonish a man for not having the same opinion as the House 
had, was a sort of admonishment he had never heard of before. (Hear, 
hear.)175 


MR. DRUMMOND--supported the motion. He ((wondered)) at the obtuse- 
ness of some hon. gentlemen ((in defending a)) Returning Officer who 
had positive proof ((that Mr. DeWitt)) had a large majority of votes, 
and yet in ((defiance of the facts)) tries to keep him out of his seat 
and ((asserts that)) he has done nothing wrong!176 ((He)) would be 
sorry to give his vote to bring any judge before the Bar for a mere error 
of judgment, but he should also be sorry to refuse his vote to bring be- 
fore this House any man who, being merely a minister of the law, and com- 
pelled to perform certain duties under certain circumstances, had made a 
return according to his own judgment, when the law said that he was to 
return the man who had the majority of votes.1// 


MR. AT. GEN. SHERWOOD--What law is it?1/78 


MR. DRUMMOND--The election law said that the Returning Officer should 
declare duly elected and returned that candidate or those candidates 
who should have the majority of votes. (Hear, hear.) These were the 
very words of the law; he had no judicial functions to exercise; he 
was not called to exercise his judgment, he was bound to obey the let- 
ter of the law (hear, hear;) and that law was clearly expressed; there 
could be no mistake about it and they had evidence before them that the 
Returning Officer for Beauharnois had violated the law. The Returning 
Officers held in their hands the elections of the country. If the evi- 
dence before the House proved that Mr. Norval had not performed his duty, 
they were bound, from a regard to the best interests of the people, to 
bring him to the Bar of that House to answer for his acts.179 


MR.(AT. GEN. SHERWOOD--There is no law ((instructing the Return- 
ing)) Officer to return the candidate who has the ((majority)) of votes. 
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Show me such a law! (Great laughter at this announcement180,) 


MR. SOL. GEN. CAMERON--was seen whispering to his learned colleague 
his opinionl81. 


SIR A. MACNAB--thought it would have been better if the Returning 
Officer had returned the candidate who had the majority of votes. (hear, 
hear.) But really it did not appear from his return that there was any- 
thing corrupt in the return of the officer: he had heard nothing in 
the course of this debate against the Returning Officer, and under these 
circumstances he could not consent to the motion.182 


MR. H. BOULTON--would not punish the Returning Officer, but he 
would certainly have him admonished.183 


MR. MEYERS--was opposed to bringing a person before the House to be 
admonished, unless he had committed some offence.184 


Some time was taken up at this period of the debate by a very acri- 
monious personal discussion between MR. W. BOULTON, the Hon. H. BOULTON, 
and other gentlemen. 


MR. W. BOULTON--made a ... speech against the motion.... He ((spoke)) 
about the Fourth Riding of York Election, and pronounced Mr. Arad Smalley 
"a person just as incapable of deciding on such a question as any man you 
could imagine." ... Mr. Boulton was showing at the time how absurd it was 
to expect sound decisions from such men as could be got for Returning 
Officers, in "Country Districts,’ and took Mr. Smalley as a sample of the 
kind of mortality (sic) you had to work upon, 186 


MR. BALDWIN--said, that the attention of the House had been drawn 
away from the question before it, viz., the proposition for summoning 
the Returning Officer to the bar of this House. No one would pretend 
to say that he had not done wrong in this matter, in keeping the hon. 
member for Beauharnois out of his place from the commencement of the 
session down to the present moment. Undoubtedly he had done wrong. 

His hon. and learned friend, the member for Quebec, asked that he should 
be brought to that bar. If it was proposed that the Sergeant-at-Arms 
should bring him to this bar in custody, it would be a different thing; 
but the proposition was merely to bring him to the bar to give an ex- 
planation of his conduct. When these explanations were made, the course 
to be taken then was another question. If the conduct of the Returning 
Officers, in not performing their duty according to the express provi- 
sions of the House, was not taken notice of, they would be encouraging 
Returning Officers to deprive the people of this Province of their rep- 
resentatives. It was right that it should go forth that mistakes of 
this kind were not to be tolerated; so that Returning Officers might not 
know that they were not to trade with the rights of the people which 
they were certainly doing in neglecting to make a return. (Hear, hear .)187 


COL. GUGY188--...said this discussion is a proof that no rectitude, 
no moral oath can save a man from the commission of official mistakes, 
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or at least from the most graye imputations. If my testimony, said the 
honourable gentleman, could save Mr. Norval, he should surely have been 
spared charges of which, from what I know of his character and conduct 

he cannot have been guilty. A man more mild, more calm, more just, a 

man more incapable of any deviation from principle, less disposed to cor- 
ruption of any kind, does not exist, and yet the hon. member for Norfolk 
has ventured to stigmatize Mr. Norval as a dishonest man. 189 


Here MR. BOULTON explained and retracted the most offensive sense in 
which his words were susceptible.190 


COL. GUGY ((continued:)) It seemed to me fitting that Mr. DeWitt 
should take his seat, but certainly there was nothing in the character 
or in the conduct of Mr. Norval on that occasion to justify the severity 
with which it was proposed to proceed against him. It would be of no 
use as an example, for, undoubtedly, the whole machinery by and through 
which elections were now conducted would be shortly changed as it de- 
served to be. It was not accurate to say that Mr. Norval was guilty, 
because as the hon. member for Quebec had phrased it, he had neglected 
to return that Mr. DeWitt had the majority of votes. It was, on the 
contrary, true that he had done so, else we had not been able to amend 
the return and admit Mr. DeWitt. What Mr. Norval had done was to hesi- 
tate at drawing the conclusion, and considering the difficulty that the 
House had met with in drawing that conclusion, surely Mr. Norval might 
well be excused. There was the hon. Member for the 4th Riding of York, 
(Mr. Baldwin), he, with all his proverbial harmony and consummate expe- 
rience, had confessed that he had entertained doubt, and surely he would 
not punish the Returning Officer for entertaining such doubts also. Sure- 
ly he would have bowels of compassion. Then there was the hon. Member 
for Norfolk, he, like him, (Col. Gugy) had tasted persecution, surely 
he would not bind himself to the persecution of such a man as Mr. Nor- 
val, a man whose only offence was, if offence it be, that he had enter- 
tained doubts; doubts entertained by all law officers of the Crown as 
well as himself; doubts justified by the poverty of his situation, of 
the crime which had been committed by the abstraction of the poll-books, 
and by the long debates in this House before the doubts could be re- 
moved. Then there was the time and the expense. Before this quarrel 
could be settled, it would cost hundreds, perhaps thousands, of pounds, 
and occupy much of the public time. It would prevent the transaction 
of business; it would keep out of the House candidates who were entitled 
to a seat in it; it would be a waste of time and money to little purpose; 
it was unworthy to the dignity of the House to pursue this insignificant 
quarrel with a single man. Why bring him here unless to punish him? 

Why punish him for a mere error in judgment? and if it be not enough 
to punish him, why bring him to the Bar? On behalf of Mr. Norval he 
appealed to the generosity of the Assembly.191 


MR. CAUCHON--moved that Col. Gugy's speech be printed at the expense 
of the country.192 


AT. GEN. BADGLEY--said that the hon. member who had made this motion 
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had allowed that the Returning Officer was merely in error, and yet he 
wished to bring him to the bar of this House--a position in which he 
ought not to be placed, unless he was charged with some offence. He 
was charged with no offence, and he had acted to the best of his know- 
ledge; he had performed his duty according to the dictates of his con- 
science. (Hear, hear.)193 He thought Mr. Norval had acted wrong--- 
but allowance must be made for the ignorance of persons not familiar 
with Law.194 


MR AYLWIN==thought that 1¢ i11 befitted a Minister of the Crewn, 
who was one of those who appointed the officer, to give as a reason why 
he should not be brought to the bar of the House, the charitable suppo- 
sition that he was ignorant and incapable of performing his duties-—-195 
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Loud cries of "hear, hear," from the opposition.196 


It was unfortunate that the hon. gentleman had taken up the defence 
of the Returning Officer. (Hear, hear.)197 ((He)) sharply reproved 
the Ministry for charging the unfitness of a man they had themselves 
appointed to the duties of his office, and attempting to screen him 
from an inquiry into his conduct. But there might be reasons why the 
hon. Attorney General East felt interested in promoting this Returning 
Officer. Ministers had been known to give opinions to Returning Offi- 
cers ere now.198 The Atty. General was of a roving disposition. (Hear, 
hear.) He was not content with the election in his own county, but, 
if report was true, he had given some intimation of his presence in the 
county of Beauharnoisl99 and who could tell that Mr. Norval had not 
high authority for the course he took?200 The hon. gentleman thought 
it very hard that the Returning Officer was to be brought to the bar. 
Was he to be brought to the bar in vinculis? No: he was to be brought 
to the bar for purposes of justice, and when there, questions would be 
put to him; and if he was found to be deserving of censure, he would 
be punished. He (Mr. A.) had just heard within the last five minutes, 
that the hon. member for Beauharnois would put questions to him, which-- 
if the answers were what he expected them to be--would implicate the 
Returning Officer, and render him liable to the severest punishment 
which the House could inflict. At all events he would only have to tra- 
vel to the bar of this House from the County of Beauharnois--no very 
great distance--to give this explanation of his conduct; and if he were 
not guilty, and had acted only through ignorance, and misapprehension 
of his duty, why should he not have this opportunity of acknowledging 
it, and by so doing clear his character from all suspicion. And then 
the hon. member for Essex would probably move, as he had done on a pre- 
vious occasion that his expenses should be paid. (Laughter.)201 


COL. PRINCE--The hon. member, in making this motion, had said that 
he imputed no bad motives to this individual. Then why bring him all 
the way from Beauharnois or wherever else he resided, to the bar of that 
House? Why persecute him? Not because he had intentionally done wrong, 
but because he was not perhaps the fittest man in the world to be in the 
the office, and had committed one or two blunders. The hon. gentleman 
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spoke as if it was nothing to bring a man to that bar and expose him to 
the public gaze. For his own part, he (Col. Prince) would rather be 
fined £50--although modesty was not one of the attributes of the profes- 
sion to which he belonged--than.to be placed in that situation. (Laugh- 
ter.) And if he was brought to that bar, and nothing was moved against 
him, the hon. member for Quebec might be sure that he (Col. Prince) 
should move that his expenses should be paid. (Hear, hear, hear.) He 
should always be the first to put down tyranny. (Ironical cheers.) What 
if the Returning Officer should refuse to come. Would the hon. gentleman 
advise the Speaker to oblige him to come? (Hear, hear.) If he (Col. 
Prince) were him, he would not come. (Loud laughter) 202 


DR. NELSON--addressed the House in French.203 


COL. GUGY--thought it hardly fair that hon. members on that side of 
the House should be kept in ignorance. If there was any charge to be 
made against the Returning Officer--and, from what had fallen from the 
hon. member for Quebec, he understood that there was--they might be in- 
formed of the nature of those charges. (Hear, hear.) 204 


SOL. GEN. CAMERON--contended that it was contrary to the first prin- 
ciples of England that any individual should be placed in the position 
in which the hon. member for Quebec proposed to place this Returning 
Officer, namely, to put questions to him that would compel him to impli- 
cate himself. (Hear, hear.)205 He declared there never was such a 
case heard before, and...defied the members opposite to show a prece- 
dent.206 The learned gentleman--contended that the Returning Officer 
for Beauharnois had not acted improperly or violated his duty, and that 
this proposition was quite unprecedented. 207 


MR. BALDWIN--at once rose, and said he was quite astonished to hear 
such statements come from the learned Solicitor General. Precedents! 
There were plenty of them--lots of them, and exactly in point. Mr. Bald- 
win cited a number208, 


(10) 
The House dtvtded; and the names betng called for, they were taken 
down; as follow:-- 


YEAS. 
Messteurs Armstrong, Aylwin, Baldwin, Beaubten, Bell, Boulton of 


non, Drummond, Duchesnay, Dumas, Flint, Fortter, Fournter, Fourgutn, 


Guillet, Holmes, Jobin, LaFontatne, Laterrtére, Laurtn, Lemteux, Lestte, 


eee eee eee eee 








NAYS. 
Messteurs Attorney General Badgley, Brooks, Soltettor General Cameron, 


Cayley, Chrtstte, Crysler, Gugy, Hall, Macdonald of KINGSTON, Str Altan 
N. MacNab, Malloch, M'Connell, Meyers, Prince, Robinson, Sherwood of 


BROCKVILLE, Attorney General Sherwood, Taché, and Webster.--(19.) 
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So tt was resolved tn the Afftrmative. 


Ordered, That R. H. Norval, Esqutre, Returning Officer at the late Flec- 
tion for the County of Beauharnots, do attend at the Bar of this 
House, at tts sitting on Monday the sixth day of March instant. 


MR. NOTMAN209--desired to draw the attention of the House to the 
case of the Oxford election. He had given notice on a previous day for 
the production of the poll books, the writ, and the return. By reference 
to these, the House would see that gross injustice had been done to one 
of the candidates at that election; and he (Mr. N.) rose on behalf of 
that gentleman, and of the electors of that county, who had been grossly 
injured, to ask the protection of the House. 210 


MR. AT. GEN. SHERWOOD--called the hon. gentleman to order. The other 
day, the hon. member for Quebec had brought forward the Beauharnois case; 
then the Three Rivers and Kent cases had been brought forward; and it was 
not treating the House fairly to bring up this case when another was ex- 
pected by hon. gentlemen on this side of the House. He hoped, then that 
this matter would not be driven on at eleven o'clock at night when many 
members on that side had left the House, expecting another case to come 
up.21l The case of Three Rivers was understood by the House, to follow 
that of Beauharnois; and, Mr. Drummond had informed him he should not 
proceed with that today. The House was totally unprepared; and asked 
for an adjournment. 7212 


MR. DRUMMOND--had certainly said he should not proceed with the Three 
Rivers election; but had bound himself to nothing either.213 He had mere- 
ly moved for the return and poll books of the Three Rivers election.214 


MR. AT. GEN. SHERWOOD--This question might come up first thing tomor- 
row; but it was most unreasonable to commence a discussion, at midnight, 
which must occupy three or four hours at least. He did not desire to de- 
lay this question; but this was a very improper time to take it up.215 
He hoped the hon. member would postpone the question until to-morrow. 
(Cries of "No, no.')216 


An appeal C(was made)) to the chair.217 


MR. MORIN--was of the opinion that there was nothing to prevent this 
question from being taken up.218 Mr. Notman was entitled to proceed, if 
he thought proper.219 


MR. NOTMAN220--was not surprised that an attempt had been made, on 
the part of hon. gentlemen on the other side of the House, to ask for an 
adjournment;221 for when it was remembered it was the Government who ap- 
pointed the Returning Officer, there may be persons, known only to them- 
selved, which made them desirous to postpone the discussion;222 he was 
quite prepared to see them throw every difficulty and obstacle in the way 
to keep out the gentleman who was justly entitled to take his seat in 
the House, as far as the evidence before the House showed. (Hear, hear.) 
Perhaps there might be some object in putting the matter off till to- 
morrow or the day after. Great and important questions were coming be- 
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fore the House, in which the hon, gentleman, who was the true member for 
Oxford, had a right to be heard; and it ought to be the desire and plea- 
sure of the House to sit up till 3 o'clock in the morning, rather than 
ll at night, to take up this matter and have it disposed of, in order to 
preserve their own dignity and protect the rights of those who had been 
grossly assailed. The County of Oxford had been now, in two Parliaments, 
grossly misrepresented through the daring misconduct of the Returning 
Officer, and the gentleman who was entitled to take a seat in this House 
for that County, had been prevented from taking it; and upon the present 
occasion another attempt had been made to throw him out. The House ought 
to purify itself, to take care that no man should, for a moment, sit in 
that House who could be considered as an intruder (loud cries of hear, 
hear;) but at once to go into this investigation, in which there ought 

to be no party feeling. (Loud cries of hear, hear.)223 He accused 
ministers of bribery and corruption, in the County of Oxford.224 They 
had been tauntingly told on this side of the House that they had might, 
and that might would be right; he should be the last who would ever 
admit such a monstrous doctrine (hear, hear)225 ((or)) put such a prin- 
ciple into practice226, and while he had the honour of a seat in this 
House, whether his friends were numerically strong or in a minority, he 
should always be anxious to maintain that purity which could alone sus- 
tain them in the public estimation. (hear, hear.)227 There had been 
times within his recollection when 'Might was right;'"’ when justice had 
not been done in that House. He hoped those times were forever past, 
now that ministers had been so strongly condemned by the tremendous ver- 
dict the country had delivered against them.228 He asked for nothing 

but justice; he asked for a fair investigation into this case, divested 
of all party feelings; he asked that the law of the land should be res- 
pected, that the facts which had been laid on the table should be fairly 
looked into; and that every honourable member in that House would adju- 
cate (sic) fairly and impartially in this case. (Hear, hear.) By the 
poll books which were before the House it appeared that at the last elec- 
tion for the County of Oxford, the Hon. Francis HWineks had 2 majority ot 
365 votes over the gentleman who held the seat,229 and I would ask Mr. 
Peter Carroll, were he in his place, if he does not know this fact--and 
knowing it, if he has a right to the seat he now occupies, to the exclu- 
sion of a better man?230 He would ask that gentleman, if he was in his 
place, if he could tell him, as an honest man, by what authority, by what 
right, he occupied one of these chairs? (Hear, hear.) The hon. gentle- 
man was not present, but he, (Mr. N.) believed that if he was he would 
have the honesty to say that he really did not know. (Hear, hear.) A 
great deal had been said tonight about Returning Officers, and one hon. 
gentleman had said that they fell into these errors because they did not 
know enough of the laws.23l The real difficulty arose from these people 
pretending to know too much law.232 These Returning Officers really pre- 
tended to know too much law, and ((they)) presumed to decide what the 
law was, when, had they been fair and honest men, they could have had 

no doubt as to the course which they ought to pursue.233 The duty of 

the Returning Officer was, properly, entirely of a ministerial character; 
he was bound to receive the returns--but the returns of what? He was 
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astonished to hear an hon. and learned gentleman say, (in discussing the 
Beauharnois Election, ) that he was to receive the returns of the precepts 
and not of the poll-books; for he found it in the next clause the act to 
that refered (sic) to by the hon. gentleman, that the Returning Officer 
was to make a copy of the poll-books and return them to the House; and 
that the contents of those books should be taken as prima facie evidence 
of what they contained.234 The election law was clear as the sun at noon- 
day235 and requires no legal knowledge but such as every honest man pos- 
seses.236 It distinctly stated that it was the duty of the Returning 
Officer to hold the election, to appoint Deputy Returning Officers to 
make the return, in case of a poll being demanded, and then having sum- 
med up the poll-books, to declare elected, and return the person having 
the majority of votes. This was the duty of the Returning Officers; and 
if they would divest themselves of their assumed legal knowledge, and 
content themselves with abiding by the law,23/7 ((and not)) so readily 
accepting crooked interpretations--but giving a straight-forward meaning 
to the Act of Parliament, there would be less trouble and less consump- 
tion of time than now occurred in cases like that before the House.238 
The unfortunate electors of Oxford complained on this occasion, that an 
officer appointed by the Government had gone in the face of239 law, 
fact240, right and justice, and returned as duly qualified and elected 

to sit in this House, a gentleman against whom the electors of that 
county had returned a verdict, and left him in a minority241 of 345.242 
The Returning-officer had committed a gross blunder in making his return 
in accordance with the fooly (sic) opinions of others.243 The House 
ought to correct this mistake; the House ought to do that which the Re- 
turning Officer had neglected to do.244 The candidate having the largest 
number of votes should have been returned. The question of qualification, 
having once taken a vote, the Returning-officer had nothing to do with. 

I desire, concluded the hon. member, that this House correct the error 

of the Returning-officer. I demand that the gentleman having the largest 
number of votes should have his seat.245 ((Mr. Notman's) motion reserved 
to the electors of the County and the sitting member the right of contest- 
ing the seat of the member who ought to have been returned; and to show 
that he did not desire to keep gentlemen from their beds at that late 
hour, he would proceed at once to move the first set of his resolu- 
tions.--246 


(10) 
Oxford Mr. Notman moved to resolve, seconded by Mr. 
Election. Wetenhall, That tn obedtence to a Wrtt of Electton 


duly tssued and returnable on the twenty-fourth 
day of January, tn the present year, an Electton was held for the County 
of Oxford, on the twenty-etghth day of December, 1847. 


SIR A. MACNAB--was quite willing to admit that the Hon. Francis 
Hincks had a majority of votes, and that if there were no difficulty about 
his qualification he ought to have been returned,247 and he dared say 
would have been returned,248 (hear, hear); and he believed that if he 
had been present at the election, he would have been returned. But what- 
ever might be the result of this contested election, when the case was 
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properly gone into he thought that the House would very soon regret it, 
if they proceeded in this matter as the hon. member for Middlesex desired 
them to do. (Hear, hear.) In contested elections where a return had 
been made, and where a member had taken his seat in that House, and not- 
withstanding whatever the hon. member had said to the contrary, Mr. Car- 
rol11249 must be considered a lawful member250 for Oxford till the con- 
trary was shown to a competent tribunal, and that tribunal was not this 
House, but25l1 a sworn election committee sitting under the provisions 

of the Grenville Act.252 (Hear, hear.)253 Suppose a petition were 
presented to the House within the next fourteen days, he (Sir A. MacN.) 
did not question the right of the House to proceed after that time; but 
he said it could not proceed till that time had expired.254 He regretted 
that the hon. member had thought proper to take up this question at that 
late period: he thought that if he had proceeded to the matter to-morrow 
morning it would have been much better, that every hon. member might have 
an opportunity of expressing his views on so important a matter.255 If 
he stood alone on the floor of that House he would oppose it. It would 
be a great pity if it were proceeded with; and he should much regret 
it.256 It was no argument to tell them that the Returning Officer had 
misbehaved, and that the County of Oxford was disfranchised: the Return- 
ing Officer had returned a gentleman to this House, and25/ the law point- 
ed out the course to be adopted in all these cases258. They ought not, 
for the purpose of giving the Hon. Francis Hincks his seat a day or two 
sooner, to259 violate every rule of the House260 and take a course in 
this matter which could not afterwards stand as a precedent for the House. 
(Hear, hear.)261 If the majority persisted in the course proposed by the 
hon. member, it would be anything but creditable. 262 


MR. PAPINEAU--263(in French) said that there could be no doubt, if 
the gentleman who had the majority of the votes at an election were not 
returned, the error amounted to a denial of justice to the majority of 
the electors. In this case the apparent right of the gentleman who had 
the majority was so evident that the House could have no difficulty in 
coming to a speedy decision. It was clear that the House taking on it- 
self to do that, which the Returning Officer should have done, ought to 
declare the person with a majority of three hundred and forty-five, the 
member duly elected. Nothing could be more plain than that the Returning 
Officer had no right to decide on the qualification--at any rate after 
having taken the votes. He could not make such a decision even in the 
case of a single vote of one of the electors. The statute declared ex- 
pressly that "no Returning Officer should have power to grant, or enter 
into any scrutiny on the validity of any vote which should be polled 
thereof." Once let the vote be entered, and the Returning Officer had 
no power, except to cast up the number and name the candidate who had 
the majority. If a contrary course was pursued--or if the House, now, 
should refuse to take the course proposed by the hon. member for Middle- 
sex, the trouble of petitioning for an enquiry would be thrown on the 
majority. Why should the House thus make itself the participator in the 
injustice of the Returning Officer, by submitting the MaAl;Ority toecu.s 
labour and expense? Why should the House engage itself in the trouble 
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that would necessarily follow from refusing to take the course proposed? 
If the gentleman who had the majority were seated, there would probably 
be anpend..to, the business: if not it was certain that the discussion of 
that right would be followed by a contested election petition on the 
part of the majority. The injustice in this case was so extraordinary 
that it seemed necessary to seek its source in some higher quarter than 
the Returning Officer. He was probably not so much to blame as the per- 
son who had given him bad counsel, and had perhaps, promised him recom- 
pense--indemnity--promotion. The House ought not to believe every rumor 
against persons who might be innocent; but here these rumors were render- 
ed probable by the absence of all apparent pretext or motive for the 
conduct of the Returning Officer. What was it to him whether the success- 
ful candidate were qualified or not? That was for the electors or for 
the successful candidate to complain of; he should have been impartial 
and indifferent.-- It was because he had substituted for the judgment 
of the House itself, which was the only proper Court, his own erroneous 
and partial judgment, that the House was obliged that day to regard the 
sitting member as an usurper. If the Returning Officer could say that 
Mr. Hincks or Mr. Carroll had not the proper qualification, he could 
also say that neither had it, and might call on some third party to 

take his seat because he considered it unfit for the County to be with- 
out a representative. The absurdity in that case would not be greater, 
nor the intrusion more striking than at present. It was clear that this 
misconduct on the part of returning officers was but too common. It 

was said that they committed errors--they might do so; but it should not 
be forgotten that error in a public functionary, was often worse than 
crime in a private individual. Ignorance therefore could never excuse 
public functionaries. If they were not aware of their duty, they should 
apply to good and impartial advisers; and if they chose bad ones, not 
only were the functionaries liable for punishment, but their advisers 
also. If those advisers were united with the Executive, if they were 
members of that House, there could be little difficulty about their chas- 
tisement. He believed the House should adopt the course proposed by the 
hon. member for Middlesex. 264 


MR. AT. GEN. SHERWOOD--was a good deal surprised that the hon. gentle- 
man who had introduced this motion, considering his knowledge of the law 
was such as to enable him to come to a clear and decided opinion on the 
course which he ought to pursue, 265 and thinking he would not be the man 
prepared to set new and bad examples266, should have adopted such a 
course. He (Mr. S.) was surprised that he would commit an open infringe- 
ment of the law of the land. (Hear, hear.)267 ((He)) thought the pre- 
sent proceeding to be totally indefensible--totally against all law.268 
He could not believe that his hon. friend, the member for the Fourth 
Riding of York, had ever been consulted on this matter269 or had given 
his opinion in favour of this course.2/0 He (Mr. S.) had perfect con- 
fidence in his judgment, and did not believe he would ever stand up and 
defend such a startling proposition. The hon. member who made this pro- 
position to the House could not have looked into the practice of England 
in such cases.2/1 Had he...((looked at the precedents) he would have 
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found not one, but several cases to show that wheneyer a gentleman was 
returned as a member for a constituency, the only legal method of contes- 
tation was before a Grenville Committee.272 The hon. gentleman had done 
him injustice in saying that he desired to procrastinate this decision: 
when he could make so unfounded a charge, little confidence was to be 
placed in him. He believed that the hon. member felt that might would 

be right--that his party would exercise their power in the face of autho- 
rities clear as day. This was the principle on which he was acting, and 
this was the first indication of the manner in which it was the intention 
of the majority to act. (Hear, hear.)2/3 So the country in general said, 
and so he (Mr. S.) believed. It was in that way that the case of the 
Returning Officer for Beauharnois was decided; and in the same way in 

this case, a still greater oppression would be practised, unsupported by 
anything in Great Britain or this Colony.274 If the majority do it whe- 
ther they have law or not, they must submit for a time; for the day would 
come when the country would express its opinion on such extraordinary pro- 
ceedings. 2/5 Let any lawyer in Upper Canada be asked how contested elec- 
tions were to be decided, and he would say, without any hesitation, by a 
Grenville Committee.276 This was not a case of a special return: the 
Returning Officer here had returned an individual to this House, who, in 
his opinion, ought to hold the seat.2/7 In fact, the individual returned 
to that House held his seat and voted by as good a right as any man in it, 
till legally set aside.278 He (Mr. S.) was not going into the merits of 
the case--he was not going to prejudge a question which ought to be de- 
cided by another tribunal.279 He did not defend Mr. Carroll but protest- 
ed against any hon. gentleman being turned out of his seat, excepting le- 
gally. Hon. members opposite, talked of justice, and marking out a course 
at once destructive and oppressive.280 An individual had taken his seat 
in this House and he would hold it until he was set aside; and how was he 
to be set aside? Had a single voter in the County of Oxford281 or any 
other person282 petitioned against him? Perhaps they were satisfied 

that Mr. Hincks was not qualified, and that Mr. Carroll was the man who 
ought to be seated. (Loud cries of hear, hear.) Who had led them to 
believe that they were dissatisfied with this return? Who had petitioned? 
Had the candidate whom they said ought to have the seat petitioned? No, 
there was no such thing; but they were endeavouring, in the exercise of 
their power, to set aside the Grenville Act, which presided in Upper 
Canada; and they proposed without any petition to turn a member out of 
that House and to put another in. Was there ever a proposition so unjust 
as the proposition now before the House, (hear, hear,) which proposed 

to set aside a tribunal which had been established in order to remove 
questions of this kind from the influence of a party feeling and transfer 
them to a tribunal elected by ballot, and acting under the solemnity of 

an oath? He was not prepared to enter into any other objections with re- 
ference to this election, because, notwithstanding what the hon. member 
for Middlesex had insinuated, he was not prepared to advocate any measure 
which would prevent Mr. Hincks from taking the seat which he was entitled 
to by law. He did not ask for the procrastination of this question, but 
he asked them to permit the elections of Upper Canada to be decided accord- 
ing to their laws--he asked them not to turn out of his seat an individual 
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who held his seat in as good tenure as they did, without giving him that 
tribunal which the law of his country and he should have--he asked them 
to deal with this question as every contested election must be dealt 
with, under the law--he asked them not (without evidence, complaint, or 
petition) to deal with this question in this unheard of manner, and to 
turn from his seat a member who had conducted himself with propriety, and 
and whose character was unimpeacable (sic), without charge, without com- 
plaint, and without having any evidence. (Hear, hear.) Do not let this 
question be hastily decided.283 Let a petition be presented, and let 
that in due form be placed, not before the House, but before a committee, 
uninfluenced by the party feelings which too often swayed the action of 
the House--before that tribunal chosen by ballot, acting under the solem- 
nity of an oath--and let that committee decide.284 Let a Grenville Com- 
mittee be appointed...and let Mr. Carroll have an opportunity of appear- 
ing before that Committee--let evidence be taken, and if it was found 
that he was not deserving of his seat, let him be rejected by that Com- 
mittee, whose decision must be final; but let them not do that which had 
never been done in the Province before, which no Legislature, however 
powerful, had attempted before. After this he should not be surprised 

if hon. gentlemen should vote that he should be turned out of his seat, 
and then say that he might petition the individual whom they chose to 

Dat En Liss 5 His hon. friend, the Solicitor General, would show many 
cases in England, which afforded examples exactly in point, amongst 
others, one where a member was returned, though he had the minority of 
votes; but where the House would not proceed, except by an election 
petition before a Grenville committee.286 When a special return had 

been made he had no objection to...((the)) course ((they were taking)); 
but when gentleman had been returned to this House, had sat amongst them, 
and voted with them (ironical cries of hear, hear), he must protest again- 
st turning him out without evidence or inquiry. Such a proceeding would, 
he was sure, before long meet with the disapprobation of the public at 
large.287 The Beauharnois case, just decided, came under an entirely 
different law--there, no member was returned. Here the two persons who 
disputed the rights to the seat had a right to their jury, that was to 
say, to a Grenville Committee. Of what use would it be for Mr. Carroll 
to petition, if the House prejudged his case--if it determined before- 
hand, that this returning officer had no right to put his construction 
on the statute, while Mr. Carroll's pretension was that he had that 
right?288 It was not his wish to screen Mr. Carroll from inquiry and in- 
vestigation, but he was opposed to his being hurled from this House, by 

a mere vote of the House, contrary to an express statute on their statute 
book.289, The Three Rivers election would also be decided under a dif- 
ferent law, because in Lower Canada, the Grenville Act did not prevail.290 
Let them not depart from the course established--let them not establish 

a precedent which they had no authority for--let them give to this man 
the right which he had to be heard before a Committee, selected by ballot 
under the Grenville Act, and turn him not from the House--disturb not his 
seat until that Committee, whose decision would be final, should have de- 
cided that he had no right to it. (hear, hear.)291 Pause then, continued 
the learned member, before you carry out the course you are pursuing. Of 
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course, the majority can do as they like, but they will commit injustice; 
create a want of confidence in the justice of the majority of this House, 
and evade the law of the land.292 Let the representatives from Lower 
Canada, if they please, do what was now proposed--let them do it, wheth- 
er against law-or not. Their opponents must submit to it for a time; 

but the time would come, when such proceedings would meet with that indig- 
nant public reprobation which they deserved.293 


COL. GUGY--said that there were occasions when right became duty; and 
on this occasion as it was his right to address the House, he thought it 
his duty to state the reason why he had come to a conclusion diametri- 
cally opposed to his hon. and learned friend who had just sat down. These 
were the facts--By the poll-books which were laid before the House by the 
proper officer, it appeared that there were three candidates, of two of 
whom it was only necessary to speak on the present occasion. The sitting 
member appeared to have had 300 votes less than the Hon. Francis Hincks, 
and the question for the House to decide was whether the Hon. Francis 
Hincks should be allowed to take his seat, he having a considerable ma- 
jority over the sitting member, as it appeared from the poll-books, and 
from an explanatory letter written by the Returning Officer to the Clerk 
in Chancery, which letter was now before the House. In this letter he 
assigned a reason why he had thought fit to exercise a discretion which 
the law did not give him. (Hear, hear.) That was the point, and he 
would state to the House his reasons for arriving at the conclusion that 
Mr. Hincks should be allowed to take his seat--.294 The Returning Offi- 
cer in his discretion had decided on the qualification of Mr. Hincks 
and returned Mr. Carroll:295° It was right, too, to revert to the “cir- 
cumstance that he gave his decision at a moment when it was utterly wrong 
to take any notice of the matter decided on.296 Here the Returning Offi- 
cer lassigned as a/reasén for not returning Mr. oHincks that his *qualari- 
cation was not good; but at that time the Returning Officer was not 
intrusted with anything savouring of a judicial office,29/7 ((he)) was 
merely exercising a ministerial not a judicial function,298 he was a mere 
calculating machine, bound by law to sum up the votes given for each 
candidate; and then, under an express provision of the Election law, 
6th Victoria, lst chapter, to declare duly elected that candidate who 
had the majority of votes, and it was only by a confusion of ideas299 
that it is supposed at the present time that the question of qualifica- 
tion had to be considered at al1.300 If, at any time, the Returning Offi- 
cer could have taken on himself to decide such a question, it must have 
been before the contest began. He did in fact virtually decide before 
he began the polling, or he would not have begun at all, and having begun, 
it was no longer competent for him to revise his own decision. From the 
moment30l1 the names of voters were registered302 ((and)) the electors 
went to the polls,303 it was incontrovertible that the Returning Officer 
had assumed that the qualification was sufficient.304 From that position, 
he believed, he (im. 'G.) «could not; be! drivens305 "From this position, no 
arguments, no sophistry, no precedents, could drive him.306 He pretended 
to no great legal lore--to none of that great, he might say unexampled 
knowledge of a certain learned gentleman who had read the British consti- 
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tution, and who kept it in his breeches pocket revised and corrected by 
the author--(laughter)--he pretended to no knowledge of that kind; but 

he did know something of the titles by which members of the British legis- 
lature held their seats, and he had no hesitation in saying that since 

the Union Act, they were not in the same position as members of the Pro- 
vincial Legislature.30/ No English precedent could apply to this case 

as no English candidates could be placed in the position of the sitting 
member for Oxford and the unsuccessful candidate. The principle upon 
which the question was to be decided was precisely that advanced by the 
hon. member for Quebec in bringing forward the Beauharnois case, and 

there could beno doubt that the House had308 a summary jurisdiction in 
eases like this under the @th Vic. cap. Ilst., passed long after the 
Grenville Act; and it was bound to exercise it309 promptly.--(Hear, 
hear.)310 Laws relating to the same subject must be interpreted to- 
gether, and he had always understood that the posterior law had some 
slight intluence upon that which preceded it.--Under the Union Act then, 
he contended that the House had a jurisdiction concurrent with that 

which it exercised through a Grenville Committee. To deprive the House 

of it, would be to take away the dearest rights of the House and of the 
people, by a mere inference. Nor could he be persuaded that the right 

was et all atiected by whe circumstance, that two individuals were con- 
testing the seat. He would give a very simple illustration of his idea 

as to this point. There were two gentlemen named Cameron, who stood 

for the same County, at the last election.--Suppose Mr. M. Cameron had 

had eight hundred votes, and the hon. Solicitor General, but five hundred. 
Suppose farther, that by mere accident the Clerk had returned the name 

of the gentleman who was in the minority. Would it not be the duty of 

the House to correct this manifest error. What could be the use of a 
Committee when there was no inquiry to be made. The Grenville Act was 
passed in orger to: provide a tribunal for the trial of certain cases 
brought under the notice of the House by petition, therefore while the 
House could no doubt decide against the present motion, it was just as 
certain that it could exercise the power of instantaneous decision, since 
the present case was not within the purview of the Grenville Act.311 This 
was not a case to be decided under the Grenville Act. The facts before 
the House were clear that Mr. Hincks was entitled to the seat--subject, 
however, to petition on the question of qualification. That was another 
question312, The House must do what the Returning Officer ought to have 
done. It is no defence to say the qualification was not sufficient; that 
had to be proved313, but, for himself, he believed the qualification was 
Surricient. This. was not. a casei that came within the Grenville Act.. There 
was no petition--no complaints; but facts had been brought under the notice 
of the House, which proved that the Returning Officer for Oxford had stul- 
tified himself and deceived the House--that he had forgotten his arith- 
metic, and had been unwilling or unable to declare to the House that two 
and two make four on an equally simple question; and the question now 

was, would the House allow that decision, and stultify itself also? He 
cast no reflection upon Mr. Carroll or the Returning Officer; in his view, 
Mr. Carroll shad no,right. to his seat, and Mr. Hinecks: had been excluded by 
a gross mistake or miscalculation of the Returning Officer, and the House 
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ought not to refuse to decide this matter summarily, and give him his 
seat. (Hear, hear.)314 


MR. CHRISTIE--replied to Col. Gugy.315 ((He)) opposed the resolu- 
tion; opposed Col. Gugy's interpretation of the clause in the Election 
Act relating to the qualification of hon. members316. ((He)) had been 
requested by an honorable friend, to state a case which occurred in 
1841. In 1841, Mr. Turcotte was returned for the County of St. Maurice, 
and his return was complained of. Upon trial, it appeared that his 
friend, who was one of the candidates, produced his qualification writ- 
ten and attested; but the other candidate, when asked for his qualifi- 
cation, took the statute in his hands and read it to the crowd, and 
this verbal declaration of his being qualified, the House looked upon 
as a compliance with the letter of the law. Now, if a person was to 
make a declaration in the presence of the multitude, and state that he 
was qualified six months previously; or if he was to state that he was 
qualified three or four years ago, would that declaration be sufficient? 
That was the point in question in the case; and the House, seeing great 
difficulty would be occasioned by the practice, as it would afterwards 
be impossible to judge of the correctness of the declaration, declared 
that the declaration should be in writing, and that a specification of 
the lands, upon which the qualification was made, should be subjoined 
to it; and if they looked at the Union Act, they would find that it was 
essential that the candidate should be present at the election, or how 
could he make the declaration. This was found to be very inconvenient, 
and they passed a law which gave great extension to the provisions of 
the Union Act, and which enabled persons going to England, or to the 
West Indies or other places, to make declarations previous to leaving, 
which was sufficient, if handed to the Returning Officer on the day of 
the election.--Now, that law never intended to place absentees on a bet- 
ter footing than those present, which it would do, if the views of the 
hon. member for Sherbrooke were correct. He would suppose a case-- a man 
makes a declaration in August, previous to going to Europe or the West 
Indies, and the election comes off in the month of Dec. following; his 
qualification is demanded, and a declaration produced, which stated that 
he was qualified, dated three months previous. Now, a declaration that 
a man was qualified, made in August, could not be held to be a declaration 
that he was qualified in Dec., because he might have become disqualified 
in the interval, and, unless it could be made out "I was" was synonymous 
with "I am", he was certainly of opinion that the declaration ought to 
be made after the day of the writ, and that it could not be made before 
it;if it could, how far back ought they to go--would it do if made six 
months previous to election, or six years? In his opinion, it must be 
dated between the date of writ and the time of the election; it was an 
important point in his estimation, and he trusted that the House would 
consider it well before coming to any decision.3l1/ ((He)) ended by say- 
ing he thought Mr. Hincks hardly treated and the House should act justly 
towards him; but they also owed justice to the sitting Member, and, what 
was of greater importance, they should be just to themselves and not 
judge this case in so unseemly a manner. There was nothing easier than 
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for a majority to unseat a Member, and he hoped, on so important a matter, 
the House would not proceed at so late an hour of the night.318 (Hear, 
HeaxJeL? 


COL. GUGY--said, the case referred to by the hon. member for Gaspe 
Bad Orcurled Herore the passing of G View, cap. 1, which passed in cen- 
sequence of that very case, and that the act certainly contemplated the 
preparing declaration prospectively; because, by the last section, it was 
declared that a declaration was to be held and made, upon the day which 
it was delivered to the Returning Officer.320 


MR. CHABOT--addressed the House in French in support of the motion.321 


MR. G. SHERWOOD--(Brockville) thought the question before the House 
was whether the House should dispose of the question, or whether it should 
be referred to a Committee under the Grenville Act322 and under the law 
he contended that it must be referred to a committee.323 They had nothing 
to do with the merits of the case, as to whether the Returning Officer 
had the right to refuse the qualification given in by Mr. Hincks, and to re- 
turn the person who had the minority of votes, in consequence of that qual- 
ification being bad.324 He could not agree with the hon. member for Sher- 
brook: (sic), that the first day of the election was the only day upon 
which the qualification could be demanded--he contended that it could be 
demanded as well upon the day of the return as that day, because those 
two days were held to be one in law.325 The hon. gentleman who had in- 
troduced this case had quoted no precedents. The hon. gentleman had 
said that he was not actuated by party feeling, but by love of right and 
justice; but if they might judge from the manner and language of the hon. 


member, it appeared to be that there was something very like party feel- 
ing. 326 


Hear, hear from the ministerial side of the House.32/ 


MR. G. SHERWOOD--The hon. member had referred to an election commit- 
tee in the last Parliament, and had said that Mr. Hincks had been kept 
out of his seat by the corruption of a member of this House. Generally 
speaking, new converts were always more zealous than those who had al- 
ways defended the same principles. But he thought it hardly becoming in 
the hon. and learned member who had so lately become a convert to the 
principles which he now held to accuse Mr. Roblin of corruption. Mr. 
Roblin had always been a consistent Reformer, and was as little likely 
to be corrupted as was the hon. member himself or any other member of 
the House. 328 


Ironical cheers from the Opposition benches. 


MR. G. SHERWOOD--Having had the honour of sitting on the committee 
in which Mr. Hinck's election was determined, (hear, hear, hear), he re- 
pelled the charge of corruption against Mr. Roblin, who was his inti- 
mate friend, although a Reformer. He hoped the House would not violate 
the laws of the land by taking up this question, which ought to be de- 
cided under the Grenville Act. He concluded by calling on the hon. mem- 
ber for the Fourth Riding of York to give his opinion upon this ques- 
tion, as he was sure that he would not consent to set aside the law in 
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this case. 330 


MR. LAFONTAINE--said that there was no difference between the Gren- 
ville Act and the Lower Canada Law of 1808, and that the change of name 
on the return would be no decision on the merits of the election; if it 
did they were bound to go by the Grenville Act; and he would ask if a 
committee were appointed to examine the case, and it should declare 
that Mr. Hincks had a majority of votes, would its decision be final, 
or could it be contested again331? 


Cries of no, no, from several members on the ministerial benches332. 


MR. LAFONTAINE--contended that it could, or what would be the con- 
sequence,--suppose all the votes polled for the party having the majority 
were bad, through bribery and other causes, would the House have no 
power to revise the decision, and if it could be amended, it showed that 
that could be no decision of the merits of the election. The Grenville 
Act required a petition to be presented before they could refer the mat- 
ter to a Committee, and how could they do so, if there was not a peti- 
tion. The Lower Canada Statute was copied from the Grenville Act; and 
there were two cases decided in Lower Canada under that law, which proved 
that House had power to decide a case like the present, without any refer- 
ence to a Committee. The first case was the Bonaventure case, in 1830, 
where the Returning Officer returned for that County a person with 45 
votes against a person with 200; and in that case the return was amended 
by the House itself. The second case was the Stanstead case, in 1833, 
where the Returning Officer deducted a certain number of votes given 
for one candidate, which he considered illegal; and thus gave the major- 
ity to another candidate whom he returned--the House ascertained the 
facts from the poll-books, and the return was at once amended. He would 
suppose that if the member's name was wrongly written on the return, as, 
suppose that instead of John, Charles, was inserted in mistake, would 
there be any hesitation even for a moment to amend the return?333 


MR. J. SCOTT--(Bytown) had felt considerable difficulty in making 
up his mind to the vote which he intended to give upon this question 
partly from being inexperienced in election matters, and partly from the 
fact of his being a party man. ‘Hear, hear.) He felt that his vote on 
the present occasion, and the votes of every hon. member, would be con- 
sidered as a party vote, whether it was so or not. (Hear, hear.) Now 
he denied that the vote which he should give upon this occasion would 
be actuated by party motives at all, and whatever might be imputed to 
him,he wished the House to understand that he voted entirely from a con- 
viction of what was right to be done. He was not influenced in his vote 
because Mr. Hincks, the person in whose favour this motion was made, was 
a powerful member of the party to which he (Mr. S.) belonged, and would 
be of service to them in the struggle which was about to take place. If 
the gentleman seeking his seat in this House belonged to the opposite par- 
ty, and ((had)) been the most powerful member of that party, he should 
have been influenced in that same way that he was now. (Hear, hear.) He 
should, as the youngest member of the House, and little acquainted with 
the customs and usages of the House, have felt it his duty to give a 
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silent vote on this question, had he not felt that wrong motives might be 
imputed to him. He should support the motion of the hon. member for 
Middlesex, 334 because he considered it a good, and proper, and legal 
one, although the grounds on which his opinion were founded were more 
those of right and justice than anything else.335 Hon. gentlemen oppo- 
site had asked them for precedents; he had to repeat that there was no 
precedent to such a case as this, and336 if there were no precedents... 
what were they to do? were they to want for precedents? No, he thought 
they were perfectly competent to decide the question without precedents.33/ 
It was high time that they should make precedents for flagrant cases 
like this. (Hear, hear.) Were a corrupt Returning Officer, and perhaps 
no more corrupt than those under whose advice he acted (hear, hear,) to 
take upon himself to return an individual who had no right to a seat in 
that House, to say that the intruder should take his seat on the benches 
of that House, and give perhaps a casting vote on questions affecting 
the vital interests of the Province. Would any hon. member say that 
they were not to take the matter up as a question of privilege, and turn 
out the intruder? Yet cases of this kind would continue to occur so 
long as the elections are in the hands of the Executive Government, who 
might be disposed to act corruptly, and appoint. improper Returning Offi- 
cers for their own purposes. He would not make any attack on the Minis- 
try, as he was too little acquainted with what had transpired in the 
political world during the last few years; but if he was disposed to 
give a party vote, sufficient had transpired within the last three years 
to warrant every member on his side of the House, every man who had one 
spark of liberal feeling, in giving a party vote; (loud cries of hear, 
hear); but he entirely disclaimed any intention of giving a party vote 
on this occasion. It was absolutely unnecessary that hon. members on 
this side 6f the House should give a party vote on this question. It 
mattered not in the least to them whether Mr. Hincks took his seat or 
not. (Hear, hear,) They had a majority of at least 25 or 30, and one 
more vote could make no difference to them. The only motive that in- 
fluenced him was to vote conscienciously and rightly. The hon. gentleman 
concluded by stating, that though the practice of Upper Canada furnished 
no precedents, that of Lower Canada did. 338 


MR. SOL. GEN. CAMERON-~spoke in great length, not opposing the right 
of Mr. Hincks to his seat, but the course pursued to obtain that seat.339 
The hon. member for Terrebonne had asked him if, in a case where a per- 
son who had taken his seat was petitioned against, and the case referred 
to a committee, if its decision would be final? He thought that it 
would. In England, it would formerly not have been so, but in consequence 
of the Dublin case, a statute was passed which made it final. And, in 
reply to another question of the honorable gentleman, whether the same 
law applied to cases where there was no return, or a special return? He 
thought the same rules were applicable as in cases where there was a re- 
turn, and he considered that it extended even to cases where there was 
no petition and no complaint. He thought that the only difference between 
the case where there was an undue return, or where there was a complaint, 
and a case where there was none, or a special return, was that the House 
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was in the first case obliged to wait 14 days before it could take up 
the matter, and the other that it was not.340 


MR. DRUMMOND--contended that in giving his vote for this resolution 
he should be entirely free; as the election was contested before a Gren- 
ville Committee, and he was named one of that committee to decide upon 
any question which might arise.34l If the motion would at all pre- 
judge the question which might be brought up in committee hereafter, he 
considered that he would not be doing right, in voting for it; but they 
were not called upon to judge upon a controverted342 election, if they 
were, as this election took place in Upper Canada, they would be bound 
to decide according to the Grenville Act, but they were told they were 
merely called upon to perform a duty which the Returning Officer would 
have performed if he had not grossly neglected the duty which was in- 
cumbent upon him. This was the only duty that they were called upon to 
perform. Now he maintained that the Grenville Act343 did not take away 
the inherent right of the House to amend false returns and to retain 
its privileges344; before the passing of this law there were rights and 
privileges in this House which that law had not taken away. It was found 
necessary to take the right of deciding contested elections from the 
House but, in matters of privilege, the right still remained. He did 
not think there was any precedent in the English Parliament to shew 
that the House of Commons considered itself competent to take up ques- 
tions of this kind; on the contrary there were many cases which clearly 
shewed that that act had not deprived the House of the power of amending 
false returns. As for precedents from Upper Canada, they required none; 
this was the first time that they had seen a man returned with a majority 
of 300. They had seen things during the last three years such as they 
had never seen before; they had seen violations of the law such as had 
never been attempted in any other country;345 and if flagrant violations 
took place here, which had never taken place in other countries, they 
must make precedents346 to prevent such violations from being attempted 
again; they must do justice to the country and to the man who had been 
deprived of his seat (hear, hear;) they were bound to protect their own 
privileges. After alluding to the question of qualification, Mr. Drum- 
mond went on to say that the Attorney General for Canada West had been 
the guide of all these Returning Officers who had misbehaved. He would 
not wish to bring up before this House and punish the Returning Officer 
for Oxford for his conduct, but he should like to bring up before this 
House his written opinions which had been given upon this case and upon 
which these others had acted; he should like to go to the fountain head 
and bring up before this House the true offenders, those who told them 
to forgive the Returning Officers on account of their ignorance, and yet 
they had for their advisers one of Her Majesty's Ministers. (Loud cries 
of hear, hear.)347 He did not think that any person would have endorsed 
the opinion of the member for Gaspe, and he was astonished to hear the 
Solicitor General (West) do so. The statute 4 and 5 Victoria, did not 
require the declaration to be in writing.348 


MR. CHRISTIE--It states that he must "make and subscribe" the decla- 
ration. 349 
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MR. DRUMMOND--He must subscribe the statement, specifying the lands 
upon which he has qualified, but it did not say he must "make and sub- 
scribe" the declaration. The hon. member for Gaspe also stated that the 
declaration made in August, by persons going to England, could not be 
used in December, because the persons might have become disqualified 
in the meantime. It did not matter even it if was dated ten years be- 
tore the election, because, if “he weed It, "at ie at his own risk, and 
if he was not qualified at the time it is handed to the Returning Offi- 
cer, he exposed himself to the penalties mentioned in the Act, to be pun- 
ished for a misdemanor (sic). The question of qualification could only 
come before the Returning Officer on the day of nomination, and no other 
time, and he would maintain that the Returning Officer, even on the day 
of nomination, had no power to decide on the qualification of a candi- 
date, and there were two English precedents which declared so.350 


MR. AYLWIN--had, when he first looked into the matter, great doubt 
and difficulties as to how the House should proceed, and at first he 
thought he would be obliged to vote against the motion, because he doubt- 
ed whether the House could take up the matter and dispose of it ina 
summary manner, without referring to a committee. Upon looking to 
English poecedents, be was of opinion that they could not, but in Look- 
ing into the application of these precedents to this country, he came 
to the conviction that it would be unwise for them to adopt them, as 
circumstances were widely different in the two countries. In England, 
Parliament generally sat for five or six months each year, and each 
Parliament lasted seven years, while the session in this country gen- 
erally lasted for five or six weeks only. But the merits of the elec- 
tion were not to be tried now. The question was, whether a party who 
had taken possession of a seat in this House, had such a right to it, 
that the House would allow him to sit until the merits of the election 
had been decided; and if he had not, to prevent him from doing so. The 
question was one of possession; the right of the person who had taken 
his seat, was founded upon the return of the Returning Officer, but when 
it was found that that return was directly contrary to law, and that the 
poll books accompanying the writ declared that he had no right to a seat, 
then his title was a bad one; it was no title at all, and the House ought 
not to permit him to hold a seat in it for a single day. He would not 
now enter into the question of qualification; for with that they had 
nothing to do at present. The poll books showed a majority for Mr. Hincks, 
and such being the case, he (Mr. A.) would like to know the law which 
allowed the Returning Officers to decide upon a question between the 
two candidates. That person had taken upon himself, after a poll had 
been taken, to declare that he would not return Mr. Hincks, although he 
had the majority of votes, but that he would return his own man. If the 
House did not refuse to sanction that course of proceeding, Returning 
Officers will become the servants of the Government; and it will be in 
their power to do what they like, whatever the majority may be in any 
case--whether it be 60, or 600, or 6,000--they will be able to return 
their own men, let them be in ever so great a minority. Was the House 
then obliged to wait until a committee should be sworn, which would have 
to sit from session to session, until it found out that the Returning 
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Officer had no power to do what he had done before they could take steps 
to remedy such an evil2?35l1 The hon. and learned gentleman...((then)) 
pronounced ((the conduct of Mr. Vansittart)) to be that of a "cheating, 
cozening knave," and which ought to "damn him forever in the estimation 
of every honest man in Canada." ...He stigmatized ((Mr. Carroll)) as a 
"parchment member of Parliament",--"a man who was no man at all,"--"a 
thing of a bit of parchment and a little bit of tape!"352 


MR. W. BOULTON--393 moved, that the House do adjourn. (Loud 
cries of "No, no.") His hon. friend, the Solicitor General--who was 
conducting the debate on that side of the House--had been taken ill on 
leaving the House after this speech,354 and had retired to the Speaker's 
room,where he fainted355. (Ironical cries of "Hear, hear.") He would 
assure hon. gentlemen, that a medical gentleman--a member of this House-- 
had positively ordered that his hon. friend should not return to the 
House. (Ironical cheers.)356 


(10) 

Mr. Boulton of Toronto moved, seconded by Str_Allan N. MacNab, and 
the Questton betng put, That the further constderatton of the satd Mo- 
tton be postponed unttl to-morrow. 

The House dtvtded; and the names being called for, they were taken 
doun; as follow:-- 


YEAS. 

Messteurs Attorney General Badgley, Baldwin, Boulton of NORFOLK, 
Cayley, Chrtistte, DeWitt, Flint, Fournter, Johnson, Macdonald of KINGSTON, 
Str Allan N. MacNab, Malloch, Prtce, Prinee, Attorney General Sherwood, 
and Wetenhall.--(16) 








NAYS. 

Messteurs Armstrong, Aylwin, Beaubten, Bouthtllter, Burrttt, Cauchon, 
Chabot, Chauveau, Davignon, Drummond, Duchesnay, Fortver, Fourqutn, Gugy, 
Gutllet, Hall, Holmes, Jobin, LaFontatne, Laterrtére, Laurin, Lemteux, 
Leslte, Macdonald of GLENGARRY, Marquis, M'Farland, Mongenats, Morrison, 
Nelson, Notman, Papineau, Richards, Sauvageau, Scott of BYTOWN, Smtth of 
DURHAM, Taché, and Thompson.--(37.) 

So tt was passed tn the Negattve. 


MR. W. BOULTON-- ... made the yeas and nays be taken down and read at 
length.357 


SIR A. MACNAB--had never before heard of a question of this impor- 
tance being taken up at twelve o'clock at night. It was now nearly three 
o'clock. 358 


Several hon. members--"0Oh, it is quite early." (Laughter.)359 


(10) 

Mr. Boulton of Toronto moved, seconded by Mr. Sherwood of Brockville, 
and the Questton betng put, That the further consideration of the main 
Motton be postponed unttl to-morrow. 

The House dtvtded:-- 

Veaes Las 
Nays, 34. 


iS 


So tt passed tn the Negattve. 


MR. H. BOULTON--(Norfolk) did not believe that the House had any power 
to decide questions of this kind. It was the inherent right of the House 
to do so before the passing of the Grenville Act; but under that Act, 
which was applicable to improper returns as well as to contested elec- 
EONS we Ee COLMMC EMO tac © fo 0e 


MR. BALDWIN--had risen thus late in the discussion because it was his 
misfortune to differ from many of his hon. and learned friends with 
whom he was generally in the habit of agreeing on questions that came 
before the House, he had been desirous of hearing al1361 their reasons, 
in support of the motion, in the hope that he would have been able to 
come to some other conclusion than that which he had arrived at.362 As 
far as he could judge of the facts of this case he had no doubt of what 
the Returning Officer ought to have done (hear, hear;)363 but a different 
return having been made, the question was how to treat it.364 He would 
not lose sight of the great distinguishing characteristics which marked 
this from that which the House had already disposed of. In that case he 
had felt no difficulty in voting for the motion as there was no return 
in consequence of the Returning Officer not doing that which he was no 
doubt bound to do. In this case they had a member actually occupying 
a seat in that House, they had therefore a party with whom an issue 
could be raised on this return, and it was obvious to him that the ex- 
press object of the Grenville Act was that whenever there was an issue 
between two contending parties, on alleging that the seat was imperfectly 
filled and the other that it was properly filled, that the matter was to 
be considered by a committee under the Grenville Act, and not by the 
House. (Hear, hear.) For his own part, although a great deal of con- 
tempt had been thrown upon this Act, he could not forget the great names 
in our history, Pitt, Fox, Burke, and Grenville, some of the greatest 
names in our history, who had looked upon this Act as one of the most 
important improvements in the management of Parliamentary business in 
England365, 


Hear, hear from the ministerial side366, 


MR. BALDWIN--and he was not therefore prepared to endorse the charges 
which had been made against the Act. It had been said that they should 
unseat the hon. member for Oxford and seat Mr. Hincks. He believed that 
they were strong (hear, hear;) but whether they were strong or weak. 
would make no difference; he was perfectly convinced that none of his 
hon. friends on that side of the House were desirous of doing this as 
an act of power, every one of them thought that in taking this course 
they were merely doing that which they would be prepared to do if the 
present occupant of the seat belonged to this side of the House. (Hear, 
hear.) He was perfectly satisfied that they would do the same act of 
justice to any of the hon. gentlemen on the opposite side, were they in 
the position of Mr. Hincks, he was sure that it was not because his hon. 
friends possessed power that they were prepared to take this course. 
This was not the first occasion on which he had deprecated the influence 
of party feeling in disposing of questions of this kind. Hon. gentlemen 
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who had sat with him in previous Parliaments knew very well that whether 
in a majority or a minority, he had deprecated it; and without pretending 
to say that he had never been influenced by party considerations, he 
claimed that in every vote he had given upon elections, he had always 
divested himself of party feelings as he did on the present occasion 
(hear, hear;) and though there could be no manner of doubt as to which 
of these gentlemen ought to be sitting member for Oxford, and though no 
one could doubt that the hon. Mr. Hincks should occupy the seat which 
another gentleman now occupied, he must say that unless this could be 
done in a way which he considered consistent with the law of the land, 
he was bound to vote against that proposition of his hon. friend, the 
member for Middlesex. 367 


Loud cries of hear, hear, from the ministerial side, 368 


MR. BALDWIN ((resumed:)--He did not think that the whole power of 
the House to decide questions of the sort, was entirely taken away by 
the Grenville Act, but when he found that in the whole history of the 
mother country, from the period when the Act was passed down to the 
present time, the House of Commons had not availed themselves of the 
power that remained to them of interfering in a case of this kind, he 
was not prepared to take the responsibility of a measure of this nature, 
for the exclusion of a gentleman who never, being returned by the Re- 
turning Officer, (hear, hear,) occupied a seat in this House. He was 
for following the precedents, or rather absence of precedents, which 
the Parliamentary experience of the mother country afforded, and leay- 
ing this case to be decided by petition. He was satisfied that this 
was the course most consistent with the purity of their proceedings, 
and he felt therefore bound, although it was with considerable pain, 
to vote against the proposition of his hon. friend.369 


Cheers from the ministerial benches.3/0 


MR. W. BOULTON--(Toronto) could not see the necessity of pressing 
this measure at that late hour. If they had only a majority of one or 
two, and feared an accession to his side of the House, it would be 
another thing; but it was not so, they had a large and overwhelming ma- 
jority; he thought therefore they might consent to postpone this dis- 
cussion until to-morrow.3/1 


key 
Mr. Boulton of Toronto moved, seconded by Mr. Sherwood of Brock- 
ville, 3/2 and the Question betng put, That the House do now adjourn. 
The House divided; and the names being called for, they were taken 
doun; as follow:-- 





YEAS. 
Messteurs Boulton of TORONTO, Christie, Str Allan WN. MacNab, Malloch, 
Sherwood of BROCKVILLE, Attorney General Sherwood.--(6.) 


NAYS, 
Messteurs Armstrong, Aylwin, Attorney General Badgley, Baldwin, Beau- 
bien, Bell, Bouthtllter, Burrttt, Cauchon, Cayley, Chabot, Chauveau, De- 
Witt, Davignon, Drummond, Fortier, Fournier, Fourquin, Gutllet, Hall, 
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Holmes, Jobin, LaFontaine, Laurin, Lemteux, Leslie, Macdonald of GLENGARRY, 
Macdonald of KINGSTON, Marguts, M'Farland, Mongenate, Netson, NOONE. 
Papineau, Price, Richards, Sauvageau, Scott of BYTOWN, Smith of f DURHAM, 
Taché, slupsiosiie and Wetenhall.--(42.) 

So 1t passed in the Negative. 

Mr. Boulton of Toronto then moved, tn amendment to the main Motton, 
seconded by Mr. Malloch, 3/3 and the Question being put, That the only 
proper mode of determining upon a Contested Electton or Return of a 


(li) 
Member or Members to represent any Constituency to that part of the Prov- 
tnee formerly called Upper Canada, ts under the pend ants of the Act of 
the Legislature of Upper Canada, 4 Geo. 4, c. 4, regulating the trial of 
Controverted Electtons in Upper Canada. 
The House divided; and tt passed in the Negattve.37/4 


MR. W. BOULTON--again moved an adjournment, and insisted on the 
yeas and nays being taken!3/5 


MR. CAUCHON--thought the House was ready for the question. They had 
been discussing it for more than three hours. (Hear, hear .)376 


MR. W. BOULTON--moved that this discussion be postponed, seconded 
by MR. MALLOCH3/7, 


Vas wis, Haye. 34.010 
MR. W. BOULTON--again attempted to adjourn the debate?/9, 


MR. RICHARDS--had been waiting to hear the views of the hon. member 
for the Fourth Riding of York on this question, and he had come to the 
conclusion of voting contrary to him upon this point. (Hear, hear.) 

And although it might be said to be presumption in him to set up his 

own individual opinions against those of one whose standing was so high 
at the bar, and in the country, as a Constitutional lawyer, nevertheless, 
he thought that he was bound on the present occasion to decide upon his 
own opinion and act up to it. (Hear, hear.) It appeared to him, that 
as far as regarded the merits of this case, they all concurred in the 
opinion that the Returning Officer ought to have returned Mr. Hincks to 
the seat in that House, which was now occupied by another gentleman. 
(Hear, hear.) And the next question was whether this fact being brought 
before the House in the way it now was, they were precluded by the Gren- 
ville Act from taking it up, as a matter of privilege, under the Common 
Law power which still remained to them. (Hear, hear.) Well now if this 
privilege did remain to them, if there was any fair, reasonable, justi- 
fiable doubt, that this privilege had been taken away from them, let 
them decide this question by the right and justice of the case (hear, 
hear), and instead of stretching the law to give the jurisdiction of it 
to a Grenville Committee, when they had upon the table evidence enough 
to convince any impartial and dispassionate man that the Returning Offi- 
cer had done a great injustice in his returns--let them do that which 
was right and just, and that was, as speedily as possible, to put Mr. 
Hincks in possession of his seat. (Cheers.)380 
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MR. W. BOULTON (Toronto)--could hardly believe that he was in a 
British House of Commons, (loud laughter and ironical cheers) much less 
that he was in a Legislative Assembly in Lower Canada, amongst gentlemen 
who had always been celebrated for their courtesy (ironical cheers)-- 
one of the chief ministers of the Crown was lying ill in an adjoining 
room. (Hear, hear.) What had the Legislature of the United States done 
in a similar case (hear, hear), when a distinguished member of the House 
had been taken suddenly i11.381 


A voice, "and died shortly after".382 


MR. W. BOULTON ((resumed:)) They had the course of Congress in 
the case of John Quincy Adams fresh in their minds. (Loud and continued. 
laughter.)383 Why ((there)) they had adjourned (ironical cheers) out of 
respect for the individual (loud cries of hear, hear); and yet here, 
when the Solicitor General, who was conducting this debate on that side 
of the House, had retired from the room under an attack of illness, the 
hon. members on the other side, in direct opposition of two of the lead- 
ing members of that party, the hon. members for Norfolk and the Fourth 
Riding of York, insisted on pressing forward this matter. He really 
thought it hardly decent. 384 


MR. LAFONTAINE--desired to know if Mr. Boulton thought Mr. Cameron 
suffering under a little excitement was a good parallel to the venerable 
ex-president of the United States, who had the esteem and admiration 
of everyone?385 


MR, W. BOULTON--then got to the floor on the main question.... He 
declared he would be most happy to join the gentlemen opposite, and "all 
go together''--he was in fact quite at a loss to see any difference in 
the two parties--he brought in his friend Mr. Scobie and the 4th Riding 
Election...and declaring that "party" was the curse of the country, and 
that he would go with any set of men who would give good measures-—he 
again moved an adjournment386, 


MR. G. SHERWOOD (Brockville)--seconded the motion, because he thought 
that there was a disposition on the part of the majority to gag hon. 
members on that side of the House; and he thought it high time that the 
independence of the minority should be asserted. (Ironical cheers.)387 


MR. BALDWIN--had voted once or twice for the adjournment, but as the 


sense of the House was decidedly against it, he must now oppose it. (Hear, 
hear.) 388 


The motion was negatived389, Yeas, 5; Nays, 42.390 
Cries from MR. W. H. BOULTON of "read the names.'"391 


MR. MACDONALD (Glengarry)--reminded the gentlemen opposite, that they 
had yielded in the early part of the evening to the measures which the 
Government had brought in to regulate the sanatory condition of the Prov- 
ince. (Hear, hear.) The facts of this case had been before them for some 
days, and he was convinced that the hon. members on that side of the 
House had come down to the House with their minds made up as to the course 
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they should pursue, from which course no eloquence or persuasion of hon. 
gentlemen opposite could draw them. He was therefore opposed to wasting 
more time upon this discussion. 392 


eg) 
The Question betng then put on the matn Motton, the House again 
divided; and the names being called for, they were taken down; as follow:-- 


YEAS. 
Messteurs Armstrong, Aylwin, Beaubten, Bell, Bouthillier, Burritt, 


Cauchon, Chabot, Chauveau, DeWitt, Davignon, Drummond, Duchesnay, Fortier, 


Fournter, Fourgquin, Guillet, Hall, Holmes, Jobin, LaFontaine, Laurin, 
Lemieux, Leslte, Macdonald of GLENGARRY, Marquis, M'Farland, Mongenats, 
Morrison, Nelson, Notman, Papineau, Price, Richards, Sauvageau, Scott 
of BYTOWN, Smtth of DURHAM, Taché, Thompson, and Wetenhall.--(40.) 


NAYS. 

Messteurs Attorney General Badgley, Baldwin, Boulton of NORFOLK, 
Boulton of TORONTO, Soltettor General Cameron, Cayley, Chrtistte, Johnson, 
Macdonald of KINGSTON, Str Allan WN. MacNab, Malloch, and_Sherwood of 
BROCKVILLE. --(12.) 

So itt was carrted tn the Afftrmative. 

Resolved, That in obedience to a Writ of Electton duly tssued, and return- 
able on the twenty-fourth day of January, in the present year, an 
Election was held for the County of Oxford on the twenty-etghth day 
of December, 1847. 


On motton of Mr. Notman, seconded by Mr. Smith of Durham, 


Resolved, That Franets Hineks, Esquire, and Peter Carroll, Esquire, were 
proposed and seconded, and were candidates at the satd Election. 


On motion of Mr. Notman, seconded by Mr. Seott of Bytown, 


Resolved, That a Poll was demanded and allowed by the Returning Officer 
according to Law, and that the satd Poll was taken in the several 


Tounshtps comprised within the satd County. 
On motton of Mr. Notman, seconded by Mr. Morrison, 
Resolved, That by the said Poll Books returned to the Clerk of the Croum 


ie DES) 
tn Chaneery, with the satd Writ of Electton, tt appears that 813 votes 
were taken for the satd Francis Hineks, and 478 votes for the satd 
Peter Carroll; and that, therefore, so far. as the facts appear from 
the satd Poll Books, the satd Franeis Hineks should have been return- 


ed duly elected. 
On motton of Mr. Notman, seconded by Mr. Thompson, 


Resolved, That notwithstanding the satd majority of votes appearing in 
favor of the satd Francis Hineks, the Returning Officer who held the 
satd Election returned the said Peter Carroll duly elected; and the 
satd Peter Carroll has taken a seat tn thts House in pursuance of 
such Return. 
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Mr. Notman moved to resolve, seconded by Mr. Holmes, and the Question 
betng put, That a due regard for the rights of Electors, and for the 
privtleges of thts House, requtres that the satd Return should be amended 
according to the facts apparent upon the satd Poll Books. 

The House dtvtded; and the names betng called for, they were taken 
doun; as follow:-- 


YEAS. 

Messteurs Armstrong, Aylwin, Beaubten, Bell, Bouthtliter, Burritt, 
Cauchon, Chabot, Chauveau, DeWitt, Davignon, Drammen. Duchesnay, Fortter, 
Fournter, -Fourqutn, Guillet, Hall. Hall, Holmes, Jobtn, LaFontatne, Laurin, 
Lemteux, Leslte, Macdonald of GLENGARRY, Marquts, M'Farland, Mongenats, 
Morrison, Nelson, Notman, Papineau, fetes, Richards, Sauvag: Sauvagequ, Scott 


of BYTOWN, Smtth of DURHAM, Taché, Thompson, and Wetenhall.--(40. re 


NAYS. 

Messteurs Attorney General Badgley, Baldwin, Boulton of NORFOLK, 
Boulton of TORONTO, Soltettor General Cameron, Cayley, yley, Chrtstte, John- 
son, Macdonald of KINGSTON, Str Allan N. MacNab, Malloch, and Sherwood 
of BROCKVILLE.--(12.) 

So tt was carrted tn the Afftrmattive. 








Resolved, That a due regard for the rtghts of Electors, and for t 
privileges of thts House, requires that the satd Return hei be 
amended according to the facets apparent upon the satd Poll Books. 


Mr. Notman moved to resolve, seconded by the Honorable Mr. Paptneau, 
and the Question betng put, That the Clerk of the Crown tn Chaneery do 
attend thts House forthwith, and amend the Return for the satd County 
of Oxford, by erasing the name of Peter Carroll, and tnserting therein 
the name of the satd Franets Hineks, and that the satd Franets Htincks 
do take his seat tn thts House forthwith, tn place of the satd Peter 
Carroll; reserving to the satd Peter Carroll, and to all others whom 
tt may concern, all rights of Petitton and other proceedings for con- 
troverting and obtatntng a final dectston on the legality of the satd 
Electton and Return. 

The House divided; and the names betng called for, they were taken 
doun, as tn the last preceding dtvrston. 

So tt was carrted tn the Afftrmattve. 








Resolved, That the Clerk of the Crown in Chaneery do attend thts House 
forthurth, and amend the Return for the satd County of Oxford, by 
erasing the name of Peter Carroll, and tnserting therein the name 
of the satd Franets Hineks, and that the satd Franets Hincks do 
take hts seat tn the House forthwith, in place of the satd Peter 
Carroll; reserving to the satd Peter Carroll, and to all others 
whom tt may concern, all rights of Petttion and other proceedings 
for controverting and obtatning a final dectston on the legality 
of the satd Electton and Return. 393 








The Clerk of the Crown tn Chancery attended according to Order, and 
amended the Return for the County of Oxford. 


neat 


Mr. Hineks The Honorable Francis Hineks, Member for the 
takes his County of Oxford, having previously taken the oath 
seat. according to law, and subscrtbed before the Commis- 


toners the Roll contatntng the same, took hts seat 
in the House. 394 


On motton of Mr. Notman, seconded by Mr. Macdonald of Glengarry, 


Oxford Elec- Ordered, That Mr. Speaker do issue his Warrant, 
plan: summoning John George Vansittart, Esqutre, 


the Returning Offteer at the late Election for 
the County of Oxford, to the Bar of this House, on Tuesday the 21st day 
of Mareh tnstant, to answer for his Return to the Writ of Election for 
the satd County. 395 
Then, on motton of Mr. Macdonald of Glengarry, seconded by Mr. Laurin, 


The House adjourned. 396 


FOOTNOTES: 1 MARCH 1848. 
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The debate on this matter was reported by: HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 8 
March 1848, copying the MONTREAL HERALD, LE CANADIEN, 6 March 1848, 
BRITISH WHIG, 8 March 1848, PACKET, 4 March 1848, and MORNING CHRON- 
ICLE, 6 March 1848, in identical accounts except that in the MORNING 
CHRONICLE, PACKET, and LE CANADIEN, some speeches have been omitted 
entirely, and LE CANADIEN's account is abbreviated; MONTREAL GAZETTE, 
3 March 1848, ST. CATHARINES JOURNAL, 9 March 1848, and LA MINERVE, 
2 March 1848, whose accounts are identical except that in 

MONTREAL GAZETTE is longer than in ST. CATHARINES JOURNAL and LA 
MINERVE; GLOBE, 8 March 1848, which quoted part of MONTREAL GAZETTE's 
version of Henry Sherwood's speech; MORNING CHRONICLE, 3 March 1848, 
and HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 4 March 1848, which noted the debate in iden- 
tical accounts. A commentary is contained in BRITISH WHIG, 4 March 
1848. 
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The debate on this matter was reported in: PILOT, 4 March 1848; MONT- 


_ REAL GAZETTE, 3 March 1848; GLOBE, 8 March 1848, whose columns are 


partially obliterated; PACKET, 4 March 1848, BRITISH WHIG, 8 March 
1848, whose account was copied from the MONTREAL HERALD; and LA 


MINERVE, 2 March 1848. 
ZETTE, 3 March 1848, and MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 4 March 1848. 


Commentaries are contained in MONTREAL GA- 
Accord- 


ing to the PACKET, 4 March 1848, following the conclusion of J. H. 


Cameron's speech the "Debate continued for a couple of hours.... 
GLOBE, 8 March 1848. 


IBID. 

IBID 

PILOT, -4 
MONTREAL 
PILOT, 4 
MONTREAL 
PILOT, 4 
MONTREAL 
PILOT, 4 
MONTREAL 
PIEOTE =O 
MONTREAL 
PILOT, 4 
MONTREAL 
PILOT, 4 
MONTREAL 
PILOT, 4 
MONTREAL 
PILOT, 4 


March 1848. 


GAZETTE, 3 


March 1848. 


GAZETTE, 3 


March 1848. 


GAZETTE, 3 


March 1848. 


GAZETRECS? 


March 1848. 


GAZETTE, 3 


March 1848. 


GAZETTE, 3 


March 1848. 


GAZETTE, 3 


March 1848. 


GAZETTE, 3 


March 1848. 


WwW 


March 1848. 


March 1848. 
March 1848. 
March 1848. 
March 1848. 
March 1848. 
March 1848. 


March 1848, 


PACKET, 4 March 1846. 


PILOT, 4 March 1848. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 3 March 
PILOT, 4 March 1848. 


1848. 


PACKET, 4 March 1848. 


PILOT, 4 March 1848. 


PACKET, 4 March 1848. 


PILOT. 4 Maren 7648. 


IBID. 


PACKET, 4 March 1848. 


124 


77. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 3 March 1848. 
78. PILOT, 4 March 1846. 

79. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 3 March 1848. 
80. PILOT, 4 Merch 1646. 

81. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 3 March 1848. 
82. PILOT, 4 March 1848. 

83. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 3 March 1848. 
84. PILOT, 4 March 1848. 

85. PACKET, 4 Maren 343" 

86. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 3 March 1848. 
87. PACKET, 4 March 1848. 

88. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 3 March 1848. 
89... PILOT, 4 ‘Maren 1848; 

90. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 3 March 1848. 
91. PILOT, 4 March 1648. 

92. PACKET? ™ Maren 1348. 

93. “PILOT.-4 Maret 1648. 

94, MONTREAL GAZETTE, 3 March 1848. 
95. PACKET, 4° Maren 1648; 

96. PILOT, 4 March 1628: 

97. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 3 March 1848. 
93. PILOT, 4 March 1348. 

99. PACKET, 4 March 1848. 

100. PILOT, 4 March’ tose: 

101. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 3 March 1848. 

NOZ. PipOTS 4 March ic4c. 

103. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 3 March 18468. 

104. PACKET, 4 March 1848. 

105. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 3 March 1848. 

106. PACKET, 4 March 1648. 

107. ° PILGIS 4 Maren [a46. 

108, MONTREAL GAZETTE, 3 March 1848. 

109. PILOT, 4 Mareh 1240. 

170. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 3 March 1842. 

PED. “PLEOr. 4 Maren 34e% 

112. The text of these Resolutions was taken from the JOURNALS, pp. 9-10. 
The GLOBE, 8 March 1848, mistakenly reported that Resolutions 5-7 were 
dealt with after DeWitt took his seat. 

iv3; “PLLOYT, 4 Mareh 1343. 

Lie, “Sip. 

115. PACKET, 4 March 104s. 

116. PILOT, "4 March i34e, 

117. LA MINERVE, 2 March 1843. 

Its. “Plot, 2 March lo46., 

119. PACKET, 4 March 1848. 

$20," “FLUO. 4 Marci 1645). 

12). “PACKET, 4° Maren 154s" 

i22. “PIROT I @ March (ovo. 

P23. “PACKET, 4 °Mareh 184e. 
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125. PACKET. 4eMarch 1648. 

126. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 3 March 1848. 
127, JRILOE,  Weneeley ISHATS 

128. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 3 March 1848. 
129. “PILOT. 4 March, 1843s. 

130. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 3 March 1848. 
131. GLOBE, 8 March 1848. 

132. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 3 March 1848. 
£35, 22L0T2 4 March. 1648. 

134. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 3 March 1848. 
135. “PILOT, 4 March 1848. 

136. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 3 March 1848. 
137. LA MINERVE, 2 March 1846. 

138. GLOBE, 8 March 1848. 

135. PILOT. 4 March 1348’ 

140. LA MINERVE, 2 March 1848. 

141. PILOT, 4 March 1848. 

142. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 3 March 1848. 
C43." PILL. & March 1646. 

144.. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 3 March 1848. 
i>. PILOT, 4 March 1648: 

146. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 3 March 1848. 


147. BID. 
148. PILOT, 4 March 1848. 
£49. -LBEID. 


150. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 3 March 1848, which reported that LaFontaine 
gave J. H. Cameron "a most severe dressing." 

151. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 3 March 1848. 

2 ELD es 

153. GLOBE, 8 March 1848. 

254. sPILOT,. 4 Mareh 1848. 

155. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 3 March 1848. 

156. GPLLOT, 4 Mereh 1848. 

157. LA MINERVE, 2 March 1848. 

158. -PILOLT, 4 March 1848. 

159. GLOBE, 8 March 1848. 

160. PILOT, 4 March 1848. 

PO). = 9LBiD: 

L627.” BID. 

163. GLOBE, 8 March 1848. 

164. IBID, which reported that this occurred at eleven o'clock. 

165. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 3 March 1848. 

166. PILOT, 4 March 1848. 

167. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 3 March 1848. 

168. PACKET, 4 March 1848. 

169. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 3 March 1848. 

170. PILOT, 4 March 1848. 

171. GLOBE, 8 March 1848. 

Lig. GPLLOl, 4 Maren 1848, 
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GLOBE, 8 March 1848. 

PILOT, 4 March 1848. 

GLOBE, 8 March 1848. 

PILOT, 4 March 1848. 

LSE 

BaD 

GLOBE, 8 March 1848. 

IBID. 

PILOT, 4 March 1848. 

IBID. According to GLOBE, 8 March 1848, Boulton "made a very sen- 
sible speech for the motion." 

PILOL, 4 Maren 1643: 

IBID. 

GLOBE, 8 March 1848, which described this speech as "very extra- 
ordinary." 

PILOT, 4 March 1848. 

According to MONTREAL GAZETTE, 3 March 1848, Gugy "was most eloquent 
in defence of Mr. Norval, and on the injustice of the proceedings." 
The GLOBE, 8 March 1848, noted his "most astonishing dignity 

and self-reliance." 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 3 March 1848. 


PBLD". 
ILJow De 
GLOBE, 8 March 1848. 
PILOT, 4 March 1848. 
GLOBE, 8 March 1848. 
PILOT, 4 March 1848; 
EBEDy. 
TBE, 
GLOBE, 8 March 1848. 
PILOT, 4 March 1848. 
GLOBE, 8 March 1848. 
PILOT, -4eMarch [3438 . 
IEISIED) 
JSD) 
EBLE 
SEISEID) 


GLOBE, 8 March 1848. 

PILOT, 4 March 1848, reported that Cameron's words were received 
with "some impatience." 

GLOBE, 8 March 1848. 

The debate on this matter was reported by: LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 4 
March 1848; LA MINERVE, 2,6 March 1848; LE CANADIEN, 6 March 1848; 
PILOT, 4,7 March 1848, and GLOBE, 11 March 1848, in accounts con- 
taining some speeches which are identical, and some which are com- 
pletely dissimilar, some speeches being entirely omitted from 
GLOBE's account, while some speeches are abbreviated; PROVINCIALIST, 
14 March 1848, whose account was copied from GLOBE, 11 March 1848, 
and in which some speeches are abbreviated, and some speeches are 
omitted entirely; HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 11 March 1848, and PILOT, 
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7 March 1848, whose accounts were copied from MONTREAL HERALD, except 
that some speeches are omitted entirely in HAMILTON SPECTATOR; MONT- 
REAL GAZETTE, 3 March 1848, and MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 4 March 1848, 
which gave an abbreviated version of MONTREAL GAZETTE's account of 
Notman's speech and summarized the rest of the debate. Commentaries 
are contained in: MONTREAL GAZETTE, 3 March 1848; PILOT, 4 March 
1848, and MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 4 March 1848, whose account was copied 
by HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 11 March 1848. According to LE JOURNAL DE 
QUEBEC, 4 March 1848, "L'élection d'Oxford est...la...question qui, 

a 11 heures, attire l'attention de la chambre et qui l'occupe jusqu'a 
5 heures."" MONTREAL GAZETTE, 3 March 1848, further noted that the 
"Reporter retired some hours before, so that much of the proceedings 
were lost to the world." 

PILOT, 4 March 1848. 


IBID. 


MONTREAL GAZETTE, 3 March 1848. 


IBID. 


PILOT, 4 March 1848. 


TELL. 


GLOBE, 11 March 1848. 


IBID. 


PILOT, 4 March 1848. 


GLOBE, 11 March 1848. 


LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 4 March 1848, commented that Notman gave "un 
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March 1848. 
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March 1848, 


11 March 1848. 


ll March 1848. 


March 1848. 
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11 March 1848. 


ll March 1848. 
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245. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 3 March 1848. 

246. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 11 March 1848. 

247. “PILOT, 4° March 1848. 

248. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 11 March 1848. 

249. PILOT, 4 March 1848. 

250. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 11 March 1848. 

251. ° PILOT, 4 March 184s. 

252. HAMILTON: SPECTATOR, 11° March 1348. 

253. ° PILOT, 4 March’ 1848. 

254. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 11 March 1848. 

255.0) PILOTS "4° March 18485 

256. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 3 March 1848. 

25/3 PILOT, 4 Mareh 1346. 

258. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 11 March 1848. 

259. PILOT 4 Mareh 1846. 

260. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 3 March 1848. 

261. PILOT, 4 March 1848. 

262. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 3 March 1848. 

263. LA MINERVE, 2 March 1848, described Papineau's delivery of his 
speech and its reception by the House in these terms: "Il exprime 
ses vues d'une maniére claire et énergique, au milieu du silence 
que s'établit toujours lorsqu'il se léve." 

264. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 11 March 1848. 

205. MiTLLORe 4uMaren-1c4s % 

266. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 11 March 1848. 

267. PILOT, 4 Mareh 1848. 

268. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 3 March 1848. 

269. PILOT, 4 March 1848. 

270. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 11 March 1848. 

2/l; PILOT, 4 Mareh 1848; 

272. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 11 March 1848. 

2/3 PLnROler a Maren So4one 

274. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 11 March 1848. 

275. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 3 March 1848. 

276. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 11 March 1848. 

277. PILOT. 4 March 1848% 

278. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 11 March 1848. 

2/9. PILOE; 4 Mareh 1848. 

280. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 3 March 1848. 

281. PILOT, *4°March 1848. 

282. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 11 March 1848. 

283. PILOT; 4 March 1848. 

284. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 11 March 1848. 

285; PILOT, 4-March 1848. 

286. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 11 March 1848. 

287. PILOT, 4° March 1848. 

288. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 11 March 1848. 

289. PLLOT;S*4 March 848% 

290. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 11 March 1848. 

291. PILOTF+4 March 1848; 
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342. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 11 March 1848. 

343. PILOT, 4 March 1848. 

344. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 11 March 1848. 

345. PILOT, 4 March 1848. 

346. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 11 March 1848. 

347. PILOT, 4 March 18438. 

348. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 11 March 1848. 

349.° BID. 

3503) SLD: 

351. PILOT,.7 Maveh, 1843. 

352. GLOBE, 11. March 1648. 

353. IBID., which commented that Boulton rose "with pain and distraction 
painted on his brow". 

S54. PILOT Say Marehiels4s . 

355. GLOBE, 11 March 1848. 

356. PILOL. 7 March 1346; 

357. GLOBE, 11. March 1848. 

358. PILOT 7 Maren 1is4s ; 
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362. GLOBE, 11 March 1848. 
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364. GLOBE, 11 March 1848. 
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372. IBID., which reported that it was MacNab who seconded the motion. 

373. PILOT, 7 March 1848, noteds “Thesmotion, havinesat tastyfoundia 
seconder in Mr. Malloch". 

374. PILOT, 7 March 1848, reported: "almost unanimously". 
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383. GLOBE, 11 March 2848. 
384. PILOT, 7 March 1848. 
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GLOBE, 11 March 1848. 
TED) 

PILOT, / Maren 1848. 
According to GLOBE, 8 March 1848, this occurred at "25 minutes to 5". 
Wecoraine to GLOBE: S Mareh 1eé4c, “this *occurred at “15 minutes=to 5°. 
According to GLOBE, 8 March 1848, this occurred at "10 minutes to 5". 
The GLOBE, 11 March 1848, further reported: "Mr. Carroll, during the 
debate, sat behind the Speaker's chair; and, on the 7th Resolution 
being carried, he got up, ali eyes staring at him, and sloped, dash- 
ing the door to after him. An exclamation seemed to burst forth 
from everyone, ‘Well, I would not stand in that man's shoes for'---". 
PILOT, 7 March 1848, noted: "shortly before 5 o'clock on Thursday 
morning..." 


THURSDAY, 2 MARCH 1848. 
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Petitions THE following Pettttons were severally brought 
brought up. up, and laid on the table:-- 


By Mr. Malloch,--The Petition of George B. 
Hopper and others, of the Township of Nepean. 

By the Honorable Mr. Boulton,--The Petition of W.H. Boulton, Esquire, 
Mayor, on behalf of a Meeting of the Inhabttants of the City of Toronto. 

By Mr. DeWitt,--The Petttion of Willtam Kirk and others, of the 
Tamshtps of Hemntngford and Sherrington. 

By the Honorable Mr. Macdonald,--The Petttton of John Counter, 

Esquire, and others, of the City of Kingston (Gas Light.) 

By Mr. Guillet,--The Petttton of David Trudel and others, of the 
Partsh of Ste. Genevieve de Battscan. 

By Mr. Price,--The Petttion of Joseph Richard Thompson, of the Town- 
ship of Broek, 11 the flome District. 

By Mr. Margquis,--The Petttton of the Reverend C. Gauvreau and others, 
of Rivtére Quelle, and adjoining Partshes. 

By Mr. Merritt,--The Petttton of Philip Wismer and others, of the 
District of Niagara; the Petttton of David Palmer and others, of the Tawn- 
ship of Grimsby, tn the District of Ntagara; and the Petition of Samuel 
Wood and others, of Grantham, and other Tamshitps in the District of Ntagara. 

Dp 





25 See) = 
By the Honorable Mr. Papineau,--The Petition of Louts Edward Pacaud, 

squire, Commsstoner of the Bankrupt Court for the District of Three 

Rivers; the Petition of Joseph Boucher de Niverville, of Three Rivers, 


° = <-SeepA eae DS aeRO wee MOSS — a 3 7 4 
Esquire, Captain of the Indtan Corps durtng the late war with the Untted 
States; and the Petttton of the Reverend Messtre Lebourdats and others, 
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of St. Maurtce. 

; By the Honorable Mr, Hineks ,--The Petteton of the Muntetpal Comet L 
of the District of Brock (Untverstty of King's College); the Petition 
of the Muntetpal Counctl of the istrict of Brock (Bowndartes;) and the 
Petitton of the Muntectpal Cometl of the District of Brock (Courts of 
Asstze.) 


By Mr. Brooks,--The Petition of D. Thomas and others, of the Town- 


St. Paul's Church, London, tn the Distritet of London; and the Petition 
of L. Lavrason and others, of the Town of London. 

By Mr, Chauveau,--The Petttton of Guillaume Robitatlle and others, 
of L'Anectenne Lorette; the Petition of Antotne Légaré and others, 
Members of the Assoctation of Teachers of the District of Quebec; 
and the Petttton of the Reverend John Cook, President of the Quebec 
Itbrary Assoctatton, 

By Mr. Davignon,--The Petition of M. Townsend and others, Directors 
of the Clarenceville Academy. io 

By Mr. Drummond,--The Petttton of Alphonso Wells, Esqutre, late 
Commisstoner on the part of Canada, for determining the Boundary line 
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between Canada and New Brunswick. 

By Mr. Duchesnay,--The Petition of the Reverend John O'Grady and 
others, of Ste. Catherine de Fossambault; and the Petition of oe is 
Pageot and others, of the Parish of L'Ancienne Lorette, in the | County of 


sete Ee ee 
Portneuf. 


Petitions Pursuant to the Orders of the day, the follow- 
read. ing Petitions were read:-- 

Of J. B. C. Duputs and others, landholders of 
the Counties of L'Islet and Bellechasse; praying for the estabitshment 
of a permanent and less expensive system of Judicature in the more 
remote parts of the Province. 

Of Pierre Deguise, of the Parish of St. Thomas; praying remmeration 
for his services as Clerk of the Mmtcipal District of St. Thomas. 

Of the Muntctpal Council of the District of Johnstown; praying 
that the Mmictpal Cometls of Upper Canada may be authorized to levy 
an assessment, not exceeding one-etghth of a penny in the pound, for 
the support of the poor. 

Of John 2. Cooper and others, Freeholders of the Townshtps of 
Walpole and Rainhan; praying aid to improve the Post Road from Dunvi lle 

to Port Dover. 

Of Wilitam Fitch and others, freeholders of the County of Haldimand; 
praying a more equal Representation in Parltament, and that the number 
of Representatives may be tncreased. 

Of the Mant erpat Council of the District of Wellington; Pee vite 
adoption of means to prevent a recurrence of the calamity of the las 
year, by the influx of pauper Emigrants,--and for the ee aeen ae 
of a better class of Emigrants. 

Of the Mmrctpal Cometl of the District of Wellington; praying 
that no diviston may be made of the said District. 

Of the Mmtcitpal Counctl of the District of Wellington; praying 
that the Law relating to Township Officers may be so amended as to 
authorize the Tamship Clerk in each Township to receive the returns 
of the Pathmasters upon their declarations. 

Of the Mmicipal Cowmeil of the District of Wellington; praying for 
certain anendments to the Common School Act. 

Of the Mmtetpal Council of the District of Wellington; praying that 
the Assessment Rolls may be made out by an officer who shall be amenable 
to the District Counerl. 

Of John D, Bostwick and others, of the District of St. Francts ; 
complaining of the non-payment of Jurors in Canada East, and praying 
a remedy for the evil. 

Of A. W. Kendrick and others, of the Township of Compton, in the 
District of St. Francis; praying aid for an Academy to be established 
in the satd Township. 

Of D. AE. Macdonell, Esquire, candidate at the late Election of a 
Member for the County of Stormont, and others, Electors of the said 
County; setting forth:--That the Petitioners are under the necessity of 
bringing under the notice of the House, the eircumstances tn connection 
with the late Election for the return of a Member to represent the County 
of Stormont in the third Provinetal Assembly of the Province of Canada; 
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which Election, the Petittoners are prepared to prove, has been corrupt 
and illegal, tending to deprive the said County of Stormont of tts 

fair representation in the Provinetal Assembly, and to set ‘at nought the 
vartous laws providing for the representation of the people of the 
Province by localittes, and also the laws for the freedom of Electton: 
That the Petitioners would draw under the nottce of the House, that the 
Proclamation for the holding of the Election for the return of a Member 
to the Provinctal Assembly for the County of Stormont, was made on Thurs- 
day the 9th of December, for the holding of the Election for the satd 
County of Stormont on the 16th day of the satd month of December, 1847 
thereby only gtving stx days nottce of the time and place of holding the 
satd Electton; thts proceeding, on the part of the Returning Officer, 
has been tn violation of the ninth section of an Act of the Legislature 
of the Province of Canada, intituled, "An Act to provide for the free- 
dom of Elections throughout thts Province, and for other purposes there- 
tn mentioned." By thts proceeding, on the part of the Returning Offtcer, 

pla) 

the County has been taken by surprise, and many freeholders prevented 
from recording thetr votes: That the Pettttoners have to complain of 
the tnjustice that has been done to the Electors of the County of 
Stormont, by James Pringle, Esquire, the Returning Officer for the satd 
County of Stormont, who tnstructed the Deputy Returning Officer of the 
Townshtp of Cormiall to record the votes of those persons who polled 
thetr votes on property sttuated within the Toun Plot of Cornwall, 
whtch satd Tam ts represented tn the Provinetal Assembly; and such 
proceeding ts the more glaring on the part of the Returning Officer, as 
the satd parttes had, at the same pertod, voted for the return of a 
Member to represent the satd Tam of Corwall: - That such proceeding on 
the part of the Returning Offtcer, ts, tn the optnion of the Petttton- 
ers, tn direct contravention of the foll-wing enactments, vi2.: the 

Ist of George 3rd, chapter 31, and the 3rd and 4th of Victoria, 
chapter 85; and also, of a certain other Act passed by the Legislature 
of the Province of Canada, the 10th day of February, 1845, defining 

the limts of Coumttes and Districts tn Upper Canada: That the Pett- 
troners also complain that James Pringle, of the Tam of Cornwall, 
Esqutre, who had been appointed as Returning Officer for the Coumty 

of Stormont, could not legally discharge the duty of Returntng Officer 
for the satd County, as he ts not a freeholder tn the said Coumty, 

nor has he restded theretn for twelve months prior to the Electton, 

as ts required by the 13th section of an Act of the Provincial Leg- 
ts lature, tntttuled, "An Act to provide for the freedom of Electtons 
throughout thts Province, and for other purposes therein menttoned:" 
That the Pettttoners are prepared to prove that many votes polled for 
the sttting Member, Alexander M'Leam, were not entitled to vote for 

the return of a Member to represent the County of Stormont in the 

third Provinectal Assembly of the Province of Canada, exclusive of such 
voters who polled upon property wtthin the Town Plot of Cornwall, and 
that the conduct of the Returning Officer has been illegal and unjust: 
And that, on the stxteenth day of December, the day of nominatton for 
candidates for the representatton of the County of Stormont tn the 
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Provinetal Assembly, that Rk. K. Bullock, one of the Deputy Returning 
Officers, did use force and violence to intimidate the friends of Donald 
AE, Macdonell, a candidate as aforesaid, by seizing in a violent manner 
one of the satd Donald AE. Macdonell's friends, and drawing him from the 
place where the nomination took place; and praying that the premises 
may be enqutred tnto by the House, and that the return of Alexander 
Maclean, as Representative to the Provincial Assembly for the Coumty 
of Stormont may be cancelled, and that Donald AEneas Macdonell, a 
candidate for the said County of Stormont, may be declared duly elected, 
as having a majority of the legal votes of the County of Stormont; 
or that a Writ may forthwith tissue for a new Election for the said 
County of Stormont. 

Of Charles Rattray, Esquire, and others, Electors of the Town 
of Cormatll, setting forth:--That the Petitioners are, and, at the last 
Election of a Member for the Town of Cornwall to serve in the Leg- 
tslative Assembly, were freeholders and leaseholders in the said Tam, 
and claim to have had a right to vote at the said Election, wherein 
the Honorable John Hillyard Cameron was elected, and returned by a 
majortty of stxteen votes, to serve tn Parltament as a Member for the 
satd Town: That the notice of etght days required by law, to be given 
previously to the Electton, was not given,--the time between its pub- 
itcatton and the Election betng seven days: That the return of the 
satd John Hillyard Cameron was effected partly through means of bribery, 
corruption, and intimidation; that a number of tllegal votes were polled 
tn hts favour; that a Member of the Legislative Council was allowed 
to record his vote tn favor of the said John Hillyard Cameron on that 
occaston; and that several votes were recorded in his favour upom 
property under the value fixed by law: That other votes were recorded 
tn hts favour, upon lots on whitch small wooden frames, unfit for the 
habttatton of any human being, had been but a few hours previously 
dram for the purpose of making votes; that oe of such houses was 
used as a slaughter house but a few days previously, and was in such a 
state of dilaptdatio as to render tt scarcely safe to risk its removal; 
that it was dram from its place to a vacant lot during the Election, 
although it contained netther window, floor, chimney, partition or 
roof; that tts alleged owner was permitted to regard 1t as a dwelling 
house, and to record his vote upon tt as such for the said John Hillyard 
Cameron; and next day it was dragged back to its former place and use: 
And, lastly, that although the said John Hillyard Cameron was personally 
present at such Election, his qualification was made before a Magistrate, 
and not before the Returning Officer: That under such circumstances 
the Petittoners consider themselves aggrieved; and feel that by the return 
of the said John Hillyard Cameron, as aforesaid, thetr rights as voters 
had been set astde; and praying such relief in the premises as to the 
wisdom of the House may seem just. ; 

Of David Bruce and others, of the Town of Ptetom, i eee age 
of Prince Edward; praying that the Act incorporating the satd Town 
may be repeated, 

Of the Municipal Council of the District of Vietoria; praying 
that the expenses of the Administration of Justice tn Canada West may 
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be defrayed out of the Provinetal Chest, as they are in Canada Hast. 

Of the Mntctpal Coumetl of the District of Victoria; praying ad 
for the constructton of a Road from Belleville through the satd District 
to tts rear. 

Of the Mmtctpal Couctl of the Home District; praytng for a re- 
ductton of the fees and emoluments of the Registrars of the Counttes, 
and that they may be empowered to erect butlding suttable for Registry 
Offices, 

Of Nathan S. Coho of Middleton, in the District of Talbot; repre- 
senting that he ts still suffering from a wound received in the Milttia 
Service, during the War of 1812, and praying a Penston. 

Of Willicon Davts and others, of the City of Toronto, tavern-keepers; 
praying for the passing of a la to prevent the selling of Beer, Ale, 
and other Itquors wtthout a ltcense. 

Of James Robertson and others, of the Townshtps of Clarke and Hope 
in the District of Neweastle; praying to be tneorporated as "the Prestdent, 
Directors, and Company of the Port Granby Harbour," with certain rights 
and privileges. 

Of the St. Lawrence and Atlantte Ratlroad Company; praying for the 
passing of an Act to secure Publte Provinetal Atd to the satd Company. 

Of the Mayor and Secretary of the Mmtctpal Counctl of the County 
of Rimouskt; praying that the satd County may be divided for the pur- 
poses of registration, and the sale of Cram Lands. 

Of the Mayor and Secretary of the Mmtctpal Counctl of Rimouski; 
praying that a suffictent number of the Acts referring to the duttes 
of Partsh Officers be printed and distributed among the Muntctpal 
Counctls. 

Of the Reverend P. Routter and others, of St. Louts de Kamouraska; 
praytng for am Act to prevent shooting certain Game at tmproper seasons 
of the year, 








(14) 
Montreal Cor— Resolved, That the Petttton of the Mayor, Alder- 
poration Pett- men and Cittzens of the City of Montreal, 
tion referred, be referred to a Select Commttee, composed of 
} Mr, Holmes , Mr, Lesive, Mr, DeWttt, the Zon— 
orable Mr, LaFontatne, and Mr. Jobin, to examine the contents thereof, 


and to report thereon with all conventent speed, by Btll or other- 
wise; with power to send for persons, papers, and records, 


Emtgratton An Engrossed Bill to make better provtston 
Bilt. with respect to Emgrants, and for defraytng the 





expenses of supporting Indigent Emtgrants, and of 

forwarding them to thetr place of desttnatto, and to amend the Act 
theretn menttoned, was read the third time. 
Ordered, That the Btll be na re-committed to a Committee of the whole 

House. 

The House accordingly resolved itself tnto the satd Commttee. 

Mr, Watts took the Chatr of the Commttee; and after some time 
spent theretn, 

Mr, Speaker resumed the Chatr; 
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And Mr. Watts reported, That the Committee had gone through the 
Bill, and made Amendments thereunto. 


Ordered, That the Report be now received. 


Mr, Watts reported the Bill accordingly; and the Amendments were 
read and agreed to. 


Resolved, That the Bill do pass. 


Ordered, That the Honorable Mr, Attorney General Badgley do carry the 
Bull to the Legislative Council and desire thetr coneurrence. 


Gaspé Judtca- Ordered, That Mr. Christte have leave to bring in 
ture Brill. a Btll to anend the Gaspé Judicature Act. 


He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House, and the same 
was recetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a 
second time, on Tuesday next. 


Bill relating to Ordered, That Mr. Christie have leave to bring in 
Letters Patent a Bill relating to Letters Patent, whereby 
for Lands. any Waste or other Public Lands in Lower 

CieC ad Canada are granted; to stmplify the process 


of Land granting, and to render the sane 
more expeditious and less expensive than heretofore. 
He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House, and the same 
was recetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a 
second time, on Thursday next. 


Constderatton The Order of the Day for taking into consid- 
of Speech eration the Speech of His Excellency the Governor 
deferred, General, delivered to both Houses of the Provincial 


Legislature at the opening of the present Sesston, 
being read; 


MR. INSP. GEN. CAYLEY—-moved, seconded by MR. AT. GEN. SHERWOOD, 
that the debate on the Address, which was on the orders of the day, 
should be postponed, and placed first on the orders of the day for 
Friday.1 

(14) 
Ordered, That the said Order of the day be postponed unttl to-morrow; 
and that tt be then the first Order of the day. 


MR, RICHARDS? apprehended that there would be little difficulty 
in disposing of the matter of the Kent election after the manner in 
which the House had dealt with similar cases. On reference to the 
poll—books and documents which had been laid on the table of the House, 
Hon. gentlemen would find that at the election for the County of Kent 
there were 1079 votes given for Mr. Malcolm Cameron and 540 for the Hon. 
John Hillyard Cameron, being a majority of 539 for Mr. Malcolm Cameron, 
The Returning Officer had nevertheless thought proper to make a special 
return of the fact that one of the candidates was not at the time of 
the late election properly qualified. It appeared to him that after 
the decision((s)) that had been come to in the case of the Beauharnois 
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election? and in the Oxford case,4 there would be little objection to 
decide this matter in the same way? as the facts as to Kent were very 
similar, and the redress he asked precisely the same. Mr. Malcolm Cam- 
eron was opposed by the Solicitor—General--was present at the nomina- 
tion, when he was prepared with his qualification, but no demand was 
made for it-—-although that was the only time when it could legally be 
demanded. Some days after, however, while the polling was going on, 
Mr. M. Cameron's qualification oath was demanded at one or more of the 
Township Polling places, and of course it was not there--but at the 
declaration, Mr. Cameron to satisfy the conscience of the over scrup- 
ulous, handed his qualification papers to the Returning Officer. Mr. 
George Wade Foott, however, was not satisfied with this--his conscience 
was troubled as to whether he could returm Mr. Cameron, although he had 
a majority of 539 votes, and although his proceedings were strictly 
according to the statute. He was daring enough to make no return, and 
it was for the House to do justice at once to Mr. Cameron.® Let this 
question of qualification be tried by a Grenville Committee, or in any 
other way which the House thought proper; but in the meantime the seat 
for the County of Kent being vacant, it would not be contended by the 
most acute lawyer on the opposite side of the House that this was a case 
which the House could not take up, or that there was any objection to 
giving that County a representative on the floor of the House.’ The 
Hon. and learned gentleman then moved:-- 


Resolved, 1lst.--That in obedience to a writ of election duly issued 
and returnable on the 24th. of Jan., in the present year, an election 
was held for the County of Kent, on the 13th January last. 


2nd.--That Malcolm Cameron Esq., and the Hon. John Hillyard Cameron, 
were proposed and seconded, and were candidates at such election. 


3rd.--That a Poll was demanded and allowed by the Returming Officer, 
according to law, and that the said Poll was taken in the several Town- 
ships, comprised within the said County. 


4th,--That it appears by the said Poll-books returned to the Clerk 
of the Crown in Chancery, with the said writ of election, that one 
thousand and seventy-nine votes were recorded for the said Malcolm 
Cameron, and five hundred. and forty votes for the said Hon. John Hillyard 
Cameron, and, therefore, that the said Malcolm Cameron had a majority 
of votes, and that, notwithstanding this, the said Returning Officer, 
George Wade Foott, Esq., did not declare and returm the said Malcolm 
Cameron, as duly elected. 


5th.--That the said Malcolm Cameron ought to have been returmed as 
Knight representative for the County of Kent, in the present Parliament. 


6th.--That the said Malcolm Cameron has a right to take his seat in 
this House, as representative for the said County of Kent, saving, how- 
ever, to all candidates and electors, their right of contesting the said 
election, if they think proper, in such manner as may appertain in law 
and justice, and according to the usage of Parliament, 


7th.--That the Clerk of the Crown in Chancery do forthwith appear 
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before this House, and do amend the return for the said County of Kent, 
by stating that at the said election, the said Malcolm Cameron was duly 
elected to represent the said County of Kent. 


MR. INSP. GEN. CAYLEY--stated on behalf of his hon. friend the 
Solicitor General, who was absent from illness, and who was the oppos- 
ing candidate, that he had nothing to urge against the course which the 
House might chose (sic) to take, excepting to this decision being given 
before any other tribunal than a Grenville Committee? ((and)) the rights 
of any electors who might choose to petition, being of course reserved. 


(14) 
On motton of Mr. Richards, seconded by Mr. Scott of Bytown, 


Kent Election. Resolved, That tn obedience to a Writ of Eleetion 
duly tssued, and returnable on the twenty- 
Mi Sa) * alts n 4 ° 4 wed 
fourth day of January, in the present year, an Election was held for the 
County of Kent, on the thirteenth day of January last. 


On motton of Mr. Richards, seconded by Mr. Smith of Durhan, 


Resolved, That Matco lm Cameron, Esquire, and the Honorable John Hillyard 
Cameron, Esquire, were proposed and seconded, and were candidates 
at such Election. 


On motion of Mr. Richards, seconded by Mr. Morrison, 


Resolved, That a Poll was demanded and allaved by the Returning Officer, 
according to law, and that the said Poll was taken in the several 
Townships comprised within the satd County. 


On motton of Mr. Fichards, seconded by Mr. Wetenhall, 


Resolved, That itt appears by the Poll Books, returned to the Clerk of 
the Crown tn Chancery with the satd Writ of Electton, that one 
thousand and seventy-nine votes were recorded for the said Malcolm 
Cameron, and five hundred and forty votes for the said Honorable 
John Hillyard Cameron, and therefore that the said Maleolm Cameron 
had a majority of votes; and that, notwithstanding this, the said 
Returning Officer, George Wade Foote, Esquire, did not declare and 
return the said Malcolm Cameron as duly elected. 





On motion of Mr. Richards, seconded by Mr. Bell, 


Resolved, That the said Malcolm Cameron ought to have been returned as 
Knight Representative for the County of Kent, in this present Parlva- 
ment. 


On motion of Mr. Richards, seconded by Mr. Notma, 


Resolved, That the said Malcolm Cameron has a right to take his seat in 
this House as Representative for the said County of Kent; saving, 
however, to all eandidates and Electors their right of contesting 
the said Election, if they think proper, in such manner as may 


appertain in Law and justice, according to the usage of Parliament. 11 
On motion of Mr. Richards, seconded by Mr. Burritt, 


Ordered, That the Clerk of the Crom in Chancery do attend thts House 
forthwith, and amend the Return for the satd County of Kent, by 
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stating that at the satd Election the satd Malcolm Cameron was duly 
elected to represent the satd Coumty of Kent. 


The Clerk of the Croum tn Chancery attended according to Order, and 
amended the Return for the County of Kent. 


Mr. Cameron Malcolm Cameron, Esqutre, Member for the County 
takes hts seat. of Kent, having previously taken the oath, according 


to law, and subsertbed before the Commsstoners 
the Roll contatning the same, took hts seat tn the House. 


MR. RICHARDS--then rose and congratulated the House and the country 
on the summary justice which they had been enabled to render in the 
three cases of gross impropriety which had come under their notice. He 
believed the proceedings of these two evenings would have a good effectl2 
in showing the whole country that the House was not disposed to recognize 
by any vote of theirs any improper conduct on the part of any officer 
in the performance of his duty. (Hear, hear.)13 It would show that 
there was justice to be had in this House, though from the proceedings 
of last Parliament many might very reasonably doubt it. But it was 
necessary to go further, and give a lesson to Returning Officers--to show 
them that the rights of the people were not to be quibbled away, or 
members kept out of their seats and put to inconvenience by their un- 
authorized proceedings, Thus far they had proceeded with unanimity, 
and he trusted that the resolution which he should now propose would 
also be supported with unanimity. He was more confident in his appeal 
to the House to be unanimous on this point, when, by referring to the 
Journals of this House, he found that an individual bearing the same name 
as this Returning Officer had, at a previous election, committed one 
of these amiable weaknesses in favour of a Montreal candidate. (Loud 
cries of "Hear, hear.") He thought that they should endeavour to show to 
individuals thus acting that though they might desire to evince to the 
Executive Government, or to individual candidates, that they were willing 
to sacrifice their duty and violate the principles of the constitution 
under which they were serving, the House could not sanction it. (Hear, 
hear.) In the present instance, he did not wish to insinuate that it 
was the desire of his hon. friend the Solicitor General that any such 
service should be rendered to him; he had made the remark in justice to 
his hon. friend, whose absence he was sorry to observe; nevertheless, he 
called upon the House to express in a marked manner their disapprobation 
of the conduct of the Returning Officer whom they had reason to suppose 
had thus proceeded. It was also a matter of surprise that this individual 
who was Sheriff of the County, and might have been presumed to have made 
some little inquiry as to the duties which appertained to that office 
in England, should on two different occasions have exhibited such gross 
ignorance of his proper duties. He hoped that under these circumstances 
the House would have no objections to summon him to the Bar to answer 
for his conduct}? and that the hon. member for Hamilton would give hin 
(Mr. Richards) his support in this motion.+® He then moved that George 
Wade Foot (sic), Returning Officer for the County of Kent, be summoned 
to the Bar of the House.1l/ \ 
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MR. PRICE--seconded the motion. 28 


COL. PRINCE--opposed the motion. Mr. Foott was an intimate friend of 
his, he sympathized with him, and especally (sic) so as no blame could 
be attached to him in the premises. Mr. Foott had, undoubtedly, acted 
wrong. Mr. Malcolm Cameron should have been returned, but1l9 (Che, Col. 
Prince)), believed that he should be able to shew to the House that he 
was not to blame in this matter--at any rate, not from any wilful mis- 
conduct on his part29, In acting in the manner he had, he was acting 
under the advice of his legal friend?1, It was a mere error in judgment, 
and arose from no desire to act improperly22, He thought that would 
avail him nothing;23 he was very much afraid that ... all arguments 
would avail but little for any Sheriff or Returning Officer, (Hear, 
hear.)24 But he thought he would be supported in all he was about to 
State by Mr. Richards.25 At the same time he did not despair of being 
able to show that if Sheriff Foot (sic) had done wrong on this occasion, 
he had erred from his desire to make a false or improper return, and he 
should be justified in the observations he should make, because the hon. 
gentleman who now represented, and improperly so, that large and im 
portant constituency would bear ((out)) his testimony that there was 
nothing unfair or partial during the whole election. The duties of the 
Returning Officer were not so very simple as hon. gentlemen believed® 
as a good knowledge of Parliamentary Law is required@’, Be (Colt Prince) 
agreed with the hon. member for Middlesex that there were some Returning 
Officers who got into these scrapes because they fancied they knew a 
great deal of law; and in the law, as in everything else, "a little 
Seer is a dangerous thing"28, and ignorance often leads them into 
error.2? He was afraid a great many Returning Officers--though he by no 
means wished to apply the observation to Mr. Foot (sic) did fancy that 
they did possess a little legal learning, which, in small quantities, 
was the most dangerous of all learnings, when they ought to have taken 
the advice of those who could have directed them aright, and he would 
first ask whether it was possible that Sheriff Foot (sic) could have any 
sinister motive in making this return?--39 and secondly, whether in 
making the Return he did not think he was making a proper Return, 
the best return he could make under the circumstances? He would read 
to the House a letter which he had received two days ago from Mr. Foot 
(sic), accompanied by the letter from his legal adviser, upon which he 
had acted, and he (Col. Prince) believed that when he had submitted 
these letters to the House, they would not sanction or carry this reso- 
lution. 34 ((The letter began:)) "Dear Sir,-Hoping I had not broken ny 
neck on the way down, which is a very great wonder I did not, Mr, 
Speaker; 33 ((and Col. Prince said that further on Mr. Foott)) stated 
that it was the intention of certain parties to oppose the return of Mr. 
Cameron on his return for the County in case of his becoming a Minister 
of the Crown, but that he had told them plainly that they would not 
have a shadow of a chance--that the opposition would only cause delay 
and expense, and that, as far as he was concerned, he should do what 
he could to prevent it. (Loud cries of "Hear, hear.") 34 ((He quoted) ) 
Mr. Cameron's words, bearing testimony to the impartial wey ae which 
the Returning Officer and his Deputies had done their duty~-. There 
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was also enclosed in the letter © the opinion of a lawyer named Alex T. 
McLean ... a young Lawyer of eminence in his profession, practising in 
the town of Chatham——- a Lawyer_of eminence, at least "in such a country 
as Canada''37 , of several years 8 high standing in that district whom 

he had consulted before making his return. This opinion was, that he 
should not declare either of the parties duly elected, but make a retum 
of the facts to the House and let the House decide upon them.39 The 
qualifications of Mr. Cameron being asked, and not forthcoming, he did 
what all would do, and on the advice of a lawyer?9, He (Col. Prince) 
thought it very much to be regretted that Mr. Foot (sic) had not acted 
on his own judgment, which would have led him to decide that Mr. Cameron 
should take his seat. But had the Returning Officer no discretion in 
this matter? Was it urged that he had none at all--that he was a mere 
automaton? If this were alleged, then he had no power to reject a 
candidate refusing to produce his qualification. Let not the previous 
transactions which had been referred to prejudice the House; let not 

the circumstance attending the election of 1841, and which had created 
a deal of discussion at the time, create a prejudice against Mr. Foot 
(sic), as the House had at that time exculpated him and refused to bring 
him to their bar. Let tenderness be shown to this Returning Officer. 

He agreed with the hon. member for Quebec that the man who had impeded 
the progress of anyone elected to that House by a majority of votes 
should be dammed. He would go all lengths with his hon. and learned 
friend, but was there anything in the case to justify such a proceeding? 
This was not the case of the Oxford, or Beauharnois, or Three Rivers 
elections. The Returning Officer had taken the advice of a lawyer on 
the occasion, and that advice was, that he should make a special return. 
He trusted that whatever had been the feeling of the House yesterday, 
that there would be nothing like persecution in this case, but that if 
the House believed that Mr. Sheriff Foot (sic) had acted bona fide on 
advice bona fide taken, they would not pass this resolution. He hoped 
his hon. and learned friend would drop it.4l1 He called on the member 
for Kent to say whether Mr. Foott had not behaved with perfect impar- 
tiality during the contest--indeed he was informed that the hon. gentle- 
man had stated so on the Hustings at the declaration. 42 


MR. CAMERON--could not possibly keep silent after the statement which 
had just been made. He agreed with the hon. member for Essex as to the 
position in which the Sheriff had placed himself, and he should be the 
last to desire persecution on this or any other occasion.43 He might 
personally be ready to pass over the conduct of Mr, Foott.44 But the 
statement of fact which had been set before the House--for although 
part of the facts were correct, still this whole statement had a meaning 
entirely different from the truth--and when he pointed out one or two 
circumstances which had been set forth at public meetings since held 
in different’ parts “of the county, it would be easily perceived by the 
House that he could never dare to show his face in that county again‘) 
among his outraged constituents46, did he not endeavour to obtain justice 
for those who felt that they had been grossly and corruptly injured? 
(Hear, hear.) True that in the appointments generally of deputy returming 
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officers, and in the discharge of their duty generally, he had no fault 
to find; but not altogether so; for he should have the honour of pre- 
senting a petition against one deputy returning officer who refused 

to record a vote for him, after his qualification had been made, on the 
second day of polling. But the appointments generally had been satis- 
factory, and the election had been peacefully conducted. He had no 
fault to find with the manner in which the election was conducted 
throughout the county up to the time of the day of declaration4/ and 

he could prove that all had been concocted before hand, and if the 
qualification had been required of him in the back Townships how would 
he have been situated.48 But it would be set before the House in 
evidence when the Sheriff was called to the bar of that House, that the 
Sheriff and other parties49 on the Conservative side, from the first, 
had offered bets°9 of large sums of money?1 that he would not be elected. 
They had stated every where throughout the county that they knew better; 
that he would not be returned; that he would not take his seat in that 
House, and other measures of the most vile description ((were) ) 

taken to prevent his return.-3 Bets would have been taken by his (Mr. 
M. Cameron's) friends that he would have a majority; but they were 
declined, and>4 why was this? Because something was known--something 
which had been concocted at Oxford--(hear, hear)--that was to prevent 
him (Mr. C.) from taking his seat. Don't tell him that there was no 
scheming--no planning--in the matter.--What had induced the hon. Solicitor 
General to send his qualifications to every one of the twenty polling 
places in the county?5> He would ask the House if any other man of the 
eighty-four who had seats in it had taken that precaution, or thought 

aie necessary?>6 If not, there must have been a preconcerted plan; or, 
at all events, the hon, and learned Solicitor General?’ or his friends 8 
had concocted this scheme for the purpose of having a majority at the 
opening of Parliament59 to be maintained by Election Committees similar 
to those of the last Parliament60, He charged the Solicitor General 
West with concocting this scheme for the purpose of keeping him out of 
Parliament till after the Election of a Speaker, 61 Five members had 
been excluded by the conduct of these returming officers and what might 
not have been the result if parties had been equally divided? Were the 
returning officers to set the public opinion of the Province at defiance? 
Were they to pretend, at the last day of the elections, that they had 
doubts as to their duty? But the officer in this case could not plead 
ignorance;--the hon. member for Essex had not pleaded ignorance for him, 
for he had been returning officer three or four times before.62 Had 

he at any previous election ever required this method of qualification®3 
at every polling place®4 which he at this last election affected to 
consider necessary?®5 Had he ever had any doubt before as to its being 
his duty to return the candidate having a majority of votes at the poll? 
Had he not, too, if he was in doubt, an opportunity of consulting the 
Solicitor General himself?--which he (Mr. C.) had advised him to do. 
Would not that gentleman's advice have been at least equal to Mr. McLean's? 
He should be sorry indeed to speak unsparingly of Mr. McLean in this 
matter®® but ... he could not hear ((him)) described as an eminent 
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counsel, without smiling at the idea.67 When his hon. and learned 
friend spoke of him as an “eminent lawyer" he could hardly believe him 
to be in earnest. 


COL. PRINCE--I said eminent for this country. (Much laughter.) 69 


MR. CAMERON-—-had said that he should be extremely sorry to say 
anything disparagingly of Mr. MacLean, but he thought the House would 
have been much better satisfied if Mr. Foot (sic) had obtained the 
opinion of the Solicitor General himself. (Hear, hear.) He had pressed 
him to do it;/9 he had gone over the act with him, and asked him whence 
he drew his opinions--asked him whether anyone had demanded his (Mr. 
Cameron’s) qualification. Mr. Foott could not answer these questions,/+ 
(Che)) had admitted that it never had been_ demanded, but had said that 
it might have been in some other townships /2 and that. he knew little of 
Parliamentary law./3 He would ask the hon. member for Essex if he had 
ever any trouble of this kind? He would ask him if he ever dreamt that 
he could be in twenty different places at once to give in his qualif- 
ication, or to have agents there to swear to it? The law only said so 
that persons should present themselves as candidates who were not eligible 
to be elected. The qualification must be demanded before the election 
commenced. It was ridiculous to allow the election to go, and votes 
to be polled throughout the whole county, and then, on the last day, 
find out that the candidate was not qualified. (Hear, hear.) It was 
perfectly clear that there was a preconcerted plan to have the Solicitor 
General's qualification at all these various polling places: then, 
again, the Sheriff's servant had carried round their notice, and his 
son had taken an active part in the election, carrying about the hand- 
Ditis of his antagonise.. ~in conclusion, /4 to show the opinion throughout 
the county of Kent, as to the impartiality of Mr. Foott's conduct, 79 
Mr. Cameron stated that it was a notorious fact, that public meetings 
had been held all over the county, at which the people had declared that 
the conduct of Mr. Foott rendered it improper for him to hold office, 
and that they intended to petition against his being allowed to hold 
any situation of trust in the county. He thought, then, that the House 
could have no doubt of the necessity of summoning Mr. Foott to the Bar 
to give an explanation of his conduct. He should not have said so much, 
had he not felt what he started with in the beginning, that he would not 
dare returm to that county if he had not endeavoured to give expression 
to the feelings of the people of that county. He knew of no subject 
that it would be more dangerous for °the House to trifle with than this 
question of Retuming Officers. (Cheers.)/® 


MR. AT. GEN. SHERWOOD--had at first felt disposed to vote with the 
hon. member for Essex on this resolution, but there was a difference 
between this case and the case of Mr. Norval, the Returning Officer for 
Beauharnois. In that case// Mr. Aylwin said, he had no charges to make 
against the Returning Officer;/8 it was not pretended that he had done 
wrong, but merely that he had made a mistake, and must be brought to 
the bar to be told of it. When his hon. friend, the member for Essex, 
sat down, he (Mr. S.) had thought that this was a similar case, but the 
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hon. member for Kent had in his place charged the Returning Officer for 
Kent with corruption. He had declared that he would be prepared to prove 
that he had circulated addresses or something of the sort, in order to 
promote the views of the opposite candidate--that he had ((been)) 
assisted, by his servants, in distributing the affidavits of qualification 
to the different polling places for that candidate./9 An opportunity 
should be given for the hon. gentleman to prove his charges, 80 If any 
gentleman in that House could prove corruption against a Returning 
Officer, why that officer should be brought to the bar. He was therefore 
prepared to vote for this resolution, and if it could be proved that this 
Sheriff had been guilty of corruption, he (Mr. S.) should not be behind 
the hon. member for Kent in demanding that he should be punished. 

(Loud cries of hear, hear.) 81 His opinion was that the demand for 
qualification should be made on the day of nomination, and if not then 
made, no further demand should at any time be made, 82 


MR. INSP. GEN. CAYLEY--quite agreed with his learned colleague. 83 
((He)) would also support this motion, as the hon. member for Kent had 
distinctly charged a member of the Government with conspiring against 
his return.84 ((He)) would likewise vote with Mr. See coiees 


MR. HINCKS--would like before the question was put to call the 
attention of the House to the very extraordinary letter which had been 
read by the hon. member for Essex from this Returning Officer. The 
House would observe from that letter that the Sheriff was prepared to 
act as a partizan again, in case another election should take place for 
the County of Kent. He had distinctly avowed in that letter that he was 
using his influence to get support for Mr. Malcolm Cameron in case he 
should go back to the county for election as a member of the government. 
(Hear, hear.) Now he was one of those who thought that it was the duty 
of the Sheriff not to interfere in elections; he did not desire that the 
Sheriff should interfere in one side or the other. (Hear, hear.) The 
hon. and learned gentleman had brought forward this letter in order to 
shew his impartiality, he was equally ready to support his hon. and 
learned friend the member of Kent in case of his going back for re- 
election as a member of the government, as he had been to support the 
Hon. Solicitor General (Hear, hear.) Now if they were to believe public 
rumour this very gentleman, Mr. Sheriff Foott, was more active than any 
other person in the county of Kent in bringing forward the Solicitor 
General at the late election; and it was a remarkable fact too, which 
had been referred to by the hon. member for Leeds in making this motion, 
that at a former election when a member of the Executive was a candidate 
for that same county, there was a special return for the advantage of 
that hon. gentleman made by this same Sheriff who was now prepared to 
endeavour to use his influence to support any gentleman who might be 
brought forward of the opposite side to that which he had supported at 
the last election, and this was brought forward by the hon. member for 
Essex to induce the House to excuse him on the present occasion. (Hear, 
hear.) There was one other remark which he desired to make. The hon. 
and learned member for Essex had read a letter written by a Mr. MacLean, 
who was he supposed a practising lawyer in that part of the country, 
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giving his opinion to that Returning Officer as to the sort of return 
which he ought to make; now he could only say that if Returning Officers 
were allowed to shelter themselves under legal opinions of this kind, 
there would be no security whatever for the constituencies of this 
Province. (Loud cries of hear, hear.) It was very easy for Returning 
Officers to get an opinion from some lawyers, and the hon. member for 
Essex did not mean to deny that Mr. MacLean was of no great standing 

im the country, 86 


MR. AYLWIN--"Eminent for this country." (Much laughter.) 87 


MR. HINCKS in continuation--He had said indeed that he was very 
well for this country; he was sorry to hear him speak in that way for 
he believed that there were lawyers of very high standing in this country, 
but it was obvious that if Returning Officers were allowed to screen 
themselves in this way there would be no security for constituencies.-- 
There was really no excuse for these errors as copies of all the Acts 
of Parliament bearing on elections had been forwarded to every Returning 
Officer throughout the Province. (Hear, hear.) 88 He trusted this House 
would summon Mr. Sheriff Foott to its Bar. 


COL. PRINCE-—thought it would be as well for the hon. member who 
had just sat down to listen more attentively to what was pressing; true 
he was not very friendly to Returning Officers, and perhaps he had no 
reason to be (hear, hear;) but Mr. Sheriff Foot (sic) had written no 
such things as the hon. gentleman said he had; he had tendered no such 
offer as the hon. member imputed to him.?0 It did not appear to him 
very kindly disposed to the Sheriff and the Lawyer.91 


MR. HINCKS--Will the hon. gentleman read the passage in the letter.92 
(Laughter. ) 93 


COL. PRINCE--read the passage as follows:--"I have just seen that it 
is the intention of certain parties to oppose Mr. Malcolm Cameron should 
he take office, I have told them plainly that they will not have a shadow 
of a ren 


MR. HINCKS-—"Hear, hear;''95 


COL. PRINCE ((continued))--was that offering his services?--"that 
opposition would only cause delay and expense, and as far as I am con- 
cerned, I will do what I can to prevent him bringing it forward."96 


Ironical cheers on both sides of the House.9/7 


COL. PRINCE--was that a tender of services? (Cries of hear, hear.) 98 
((He)) had seen large numbers cry down small ones; and as it is very true, 
as Hudibras says, that empty vessels makes (sic) the greatest noise, 
(Laughter.)100 He would not be put down by a laugh, and would defy the 
editor of the would-be trading Journall0l in Lower Canadal02 to show, 
by Mr. Foott’s letter that he had given anyl03 improper servicesl094 to 
the Solicitor General. 105 (Ironical cheers.) 106 


MR. PRICE--observed that it was a most singular coincidence that in 
all these improper returns, the gentlemen whom it had been attempted to 
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keep out, were opposed to the present Government. It was also exceed- 
ingly singular that many of the elections which had been contested 
during the last Parliament were precisely the same elections which were 
now contested in this Parliament—-(Hear, hear.) 107 There was a general 
understanding among the Conservatives through the country that these 
qualification quibbles should be made a handle for securing the elec- 
tion.108 When he had understood that a dissolution of Parliament was 

to take place, he had mentioned to his hon. and learned friend from the 
Fourth Riding of York that it would be of the utmost importance that 
every candidate on the Liberal side in politics should send to every 
polling place their qualifications, because partizan returning officers 
would be nominated, and that in large townships a demand would be made 
for the qualifications of members, which, if mot produced, a poll would 
not be taken at all; and thus a nominal majority would be returned 

to that House to support the Ministers, while the large majority of the 
people would be unrepresented. He (Mr. P.) had taken the precaution to 
do this to all the large townships in the southern division of York, and 
his qualification had been demanded in the township of York, he believed 
at the direction of the hon. member for Toronto, although the parties 
concerned knew well that he was properly qualified, but it had been hoped 
that there might be some technical error in it which would deprive him 
of his seat. It was most extraordinary, also, that an attempt should 
have been made to deprive the county of Oxford, of all other counties, 
of its representative, when it was well known that for four years they 
had been unrepresented, In North York, too, at this last election, the 
same trick had been attempted to be perpetrated, in order to keep his 
hon. and learned friend near him out of the representation, because it 
was known he could not be defeated by votes, and therefore the only way 
was to defeat him by trickery; and, in the election in 1844, they had 
obtained a victory in this county by throwing an influence into the 
scale which never ought to have been exercised, And in another Riding 

of York, represented in the last Parliament by a gentleman who had a 
minority of votes, an attempt had been made to keep out Mr. Blake, 
although he believed contrary to the advice of the Hon. Solicitor 
General. The county of Kent had, as usual, some trouble in returning 
their representative. Then there was Waterloo, which was not really 
represented in the last Parliament; and he put it to the hon. gentleman 
who now represented Waterloo, whether he did not believe that if the votes 
had been fairly taken in the township of Waterloo, Mr. Durand would not 
have been the sitting member during the last Parliament, 109 


MR. WEBSTER--Under the present Election Law, it was impossible that 
all the votes could be polled, 110 


MR. PRICE ((resumed))--There was at least so much sympathy for Mr. 
Durand, that his expenses of contesting his seat before this House had 
been paid for him. (Hear, hear.) The county of Prince Edward had re- 
turned the hon. gentleman who now sat for it by a majority of three, 
by means of a partizan returning officer, who refused to receive votes 
which ought to have been recorded for the Liberal candidate. He was 
exceedingly anxious to go to the root of all these evils. He believed 
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the fault rested with the Government itself, who had been appointing 
persons either ignorant of their duties, or partizans who would be 
likely to sympathize with them and use their influence in order to 
return members in the confidence of the Government. He was anxious to 
get one or two of these returning officers to the bar, that they might 
find out if they were prepared to deny that they had perpetrated the 
crime of putting into that House persons who had no right to sit there. 
It had been urged by the hon. member for Essex that this sending for 
these returning officers was entailing expenses upon the country. 

Had this course been pursued during the last session of Parliament, 

all the expense and inconvenience which they were now put to would 
have been saved; and he wanted for the future to place his power of 
appointing returning officers out of the hands of the Executive, what- 
ever Government might be in power, and to put in officers who would have 
some regard for their honour and for public opinion. (Cheers,) 141 


MR. W. BOULTON (Toronto)--If any person had stated to the hon. 
gentleman who had just sat down that he had caused him to take the oath 
of qualification in the Township of York, he had been grossly misin- 
formed. He.had never in his life caused the oath of qualification to be 
administered to any one. The Conservatives had had no wish to annoy 
the hon. gentleman, and his qualification had been demanded at the time 
and place when he could most conveniently give it. All he had done was 
to tell an elector who had declared his intention of demanding the 
qualification, what was the proper time for him to do it. (Hear, hear.) 
He would ask the hon. member for the Fourth Riding of York if his 
qualification had been demanded of him? No, it had not been; and he 
should have the utmost contempt for any individual who should make such 
a demand. (Hear, hear.) Had the hon. member for West York been put 
to any trouble or inconvenience about his qualification? It was the 
Tories who did all these things: no Reformer did such a thing. Oh, 
no! It was surprising what honest and virtuous people these Reformers 
were--113 ((they)) boast((ed)) of their purity and moralityll4, they 
imputed tricks to the Conservatives which they themselves never did, 
of course; but he would remind them that those who boasted of their virtue 
often had very little to boast of; it was a dangerous thing for women 
to boast of their virtue, and it was likely to be so withlbD Radical1l6 
politiciansll’7, The one that opposed him in Toronto attempted the same 
trick on him in respect to his qualification, but luckily he got warning 
of itl18 also.119 at the late election for the City of Toronto, wien 12 
and his hon. and learned colleague were at the upper end of the city, 
they received intimation that their qualifications were about to be 
demanded in their absence at the lower end of the city; and doubtless 
the demand would have been made, had they not instantly hurried to the 
spot. He thought that until it could be decided at what time the 
qualification might be demanded, every person who became a candidate 
for Parliament ought in prudence to send his qualification to each polling 
place. The hon. gentleman opposite should take care how they brought 
down these Sheriffs, for they might find that they would have to inter-— 
fere in quarters where it would mot suit them as. well ‘towintertere. He 
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had heard——-and if he were a member of Government he would not have 

passed it-over, for he thought that officers who placed themselves in 
direct opposition to the Government ought to be dismissed (hear, hear,)-- 
he had heard (and did not everybody know it?) that the most active man 

in the county of Huron who opposed the hon. and learned Inspector General 
was one of his own subordinate officers--a custom-house officer and a 
registrar of the county. (Hear, hear.) Was not this known to every- 


body? Mr. B. said he was "free to admit that the ministry ought to 
Ui OUtEE Ono ce every official who had placed himself in direct 


hostility to the Government,''--and that acting on this principle had he 
been in the Government, he would have turned out Mr. Galt, the Collector 


of Goderich, without ceremony.121 (Hear, hear.)122 He had no doubt 
Reformers intended to carry everything with a high hand, and do all that 
is pure and virtuous, but he warned them to take care, people sometimes 
change their minds. In respect to the observations that had fallen from 
the hon. member for Oxford, he could see the majority wishes to establish 
a precedent, and he supposed every House intended establishing precedents 
of their own, butl23 he cautioned hon. gentlemen opposite not to 
establish precedents by a mere majority; he desired to maintain the 
precedents, which had been acknowledged as the precedents which were to 
guide and govern the House in the decision they might come to. He felt 
that the people of this Province would express their opinion some day 
perhaps not very distant, that the opinion of the majority of the House 
was not a precedent which they would recognize. Although he felt that all 
opposition to the reckless course which the majority chose to pursue 

from gentlemen on that side of the House was utterly hopeless, never- 
theless he should vote against this resolution. 


MR. MACDONALD (Glengarry,) (sic)--trusted the lesson about to 
be read to the Returning Officers, would be a warning to the Officers 
of Government not to oppose members of the Administration; he instanced 
a similar case ... to the one before the House, in which Mr. Shaver, of 
Dundas, attempted to shave the Reformers of their rights. 125 ( (He) ) 
thought it very satisfactory to have such an authority as the hon. member 
for Toronto, in support of the principle that subordinate officers should 
not be allowed to oppose the Government, because it was well known that 
one of the greatest outcries against the late ministers arose from the 
discharge of the late member for Hastings--Now the House had the high 
authority of the hon. member for Toronto that this was a proper course. 
It was particularly satisfactory to find that this was to be the rule 
at this moment when a new ministry was coming into power. There was no 
fear, after this warming, of the Tory officers throughout the country 
putting themselves in opposition to the Government.--The Reformers could 
not, at any rate, be accused of appointing corrupt Returning Officers, 
for they have never yet had an opportunity of going to the country with 
the allurements of patronage. If they had the present small minority, 
the House would have been reduced to only about one-half of its actual 
members. In this case, the day of election was fixed for the same day 
as for Stormont and Cornwall, so that whatever influence he or the late 
hon. member for Stormont might have exercised, had they been present 
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in Cornwall, should be neutralized. It was said,. too, that the Sheriff 
had been induced to resign a lucrative office and to offer himself on the 
very day of nomination. The election, too, was brought on only six days 
after the nomination and a gentleman connected with the Government was 
understood to have come down to the county, keeping the writ in his 
pocket till he found it convenient to announce the election, 126 


MR. INSP. GEN. CAYLEY--said the ministry was charged with corruption: 
they were charged with giving written opinions and interfering in 
elections; and to prove it the hon. member for the First Riding of York 
had told them that the Attorney General had advised the Returning Officer 
to return Mr. Blake for the Third Riding of York because he had a majority 
of votes and they were told that members of the Government had no right 
to take any part in elections, and yet he had been told that hon. member 
for the Fourth Riding of York had actually written down to the Third 
Riding and advised them_to vote for Mr. Blake; but, no doubt, that was 
nothing but a rumour, 12/7 ((He)) said he would quote a few rumours 
relative to the last Elections; and that he, for a moment, believed then, 
of course they were mere false reports.128 it whadsbeen. told... sce thatein 
the County of Berthier, having 4 or 5,000 inhabitants, 7,000 votes had 
been polled. (Hear, hear.) Again, he had been told that the Solicitor 
General for Canada East had been knocked off the hustings at a certain 
election by an hon. member for that House. (Laughter.) Again, at 
Beauharnois, he had been told that one gentleman, one of the legal 
advisers of the Conservative candidates had a pistol presented at his 
head1l30 forcing him ({to)) drink a deugeed potiont3t which threw him into 
a lethargy for some twenty-four hourst Z and was then secreted till the 
Election was over, 133 (Much laughter.) These little childish frolics, 
mere trifling jokes played by the Reformers on the Conservatives, seemed 
a subject of great merriment to gentlemen opposite; but if a Conservative 
even advised the electors what course to take, it was gross corruption 
and unwarrantable interference. (Hear, hear.) It was true that at the 
Huron election a subordinate officer of the Government had taken active 
part against him, following him from meeting to meeting, and putting 
questions to him at all the polling places. He hoped that as the new 
Government intended to dismiss every subordinate who opposed his superior, 
that he should be avenged, and that justice would be done upon this 
gentleman. (Hear, hear.) 134 ((He)) trusted they would temper judgment 
with mercy, 135 


MR. MORRISON--said, the Government deserved no credit for leniency to 
Mr. Galt. It was well known that they dared not touch that gentleman-- 
he was too popular in the County for the present Government to inter- 
fere with him. And it was well known that if Mr. Galt had himself 
opposed the Inspector-General at the late election, Mr. Cayley would not 
now be in that House.136 ((He)) assured the hon. member for Toronto 
that his qualification had been demanded, and he had been obliged to ride 
thirty or forty miles to the house of the Returning Officer to swear to 
it. If he had not done so, he should le not have had the honour of 
a seat in that House. (Hear, hear.)1+3 
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MR. WETENHALIL—-said the trick of asking for qualification was played 
upon the day of declaration, 13 


MR. LAFONTAINE--((était en faveur de la motion.))139 


MR. RICHARDS-—-had not expected this debate or this cross fire between 
the gentlemen on the opposite side and those around him. He had thought 


they would have restrained themselves till to-morrow. As no one intended 
to oppose this resolution, he thought that it was not necessary to waste 
the time of the House by any further discussion upon it. (Hear, hear, ) 140 


MR. AT. GEN. SHERWOOD--took the same view on the matter as the hon. 
gentleman who spoke last. He would not waste the time of the House in 
replying to all the little rumours which had been raked up. When any 
specific charge was made against them, he should be prepared to defend 
their acts, and deny that any improper use had been made of the power 
which they as a Government possessed to controul the late elections141 
but the debate was taken opportunity of to make attacks on the Government 
without proof; he decided that the Government had attempted to corrupt 
the Returning Officers!42, In selecting returning officers, they had 
used their best discretion, and they had nothing to do with selecting 
the deputies; that was entirely in the hands of the ene OEELeensr 
yet all these little petty newspaper rumours were pulled up. 43 


MR. LAFONTAINE--The Government have not always so acted.144 Do you 
recollect the correspondence with Mr. Duggan about a certain rumour? 145 


MR. AT. GEN. SHERWOOD--did recollect it: that correspondence he was 
authorized by the Head of the Government to write, and for this reason, 
that all the newspapers in the Reform interest were promulgating through- 
out the country the report that the Ministry had been forced into the 
dissolution of Parliament by the Governor General--(hear, hear)--and 
that he had forced them into the position they were placed in. Now, 
that was not the factl46, The King's name in England was said to be a 
tower of strength, and if a similar saying was applicable here, the 
members of the opposition party were attempting to shelter themselves 
beneath that tower. But the fact was that the dissolution was determined 
upon by the ministry and the ministry onlyl4/, without any advice being 
expressed by His Excellency,.148 


MR. CAUCHON--Who believes it?149 


MR. AT. GEN. SHERWOOD--Who believes it, said the hon. member; I 
trust all that hear me believe what I say. He (Mr._S.) said it was a 
most indecent act of Mr. Cauchon to talk as he had, 10 ((He)) thought 
that was a very impertinent question when he was stating a fact. 


MR. CAUCHON—-The Attorney General is himself impertinent if he says 
that I am,152 
MR. MORIN—-called Mr. Cauchon to order; he was clearly out of order, 153 


MR. AT. GEN. SHERWOOD--Whatever the hon. member might think, and 
whatever credit he might attach to what he (Mr. S.) said, it was never- 
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theless a fact, that in dissolving Parliament, the Governor General was 
acting under the advice of his Council, and was not taking upon himself 

to do an act which would be going in the very teeth of Responsible 
Government. (Hear, hear.) They had come down to meet the House, ready 

to defend the policy which they had pursued; and if they did not defend 

it satisfactorily to the public, on them would be the responsibility, 

and on them would fall the consequence; but they were not prepared to 

take up the time of the House in denying all the little rumours and reports 
which were brought forward by hon. members opposite, 154 He did think 

the House would do well to follow the dignified course set in a late 
debate in another place, and, at any rate, not allude to mere rumours, 
instead of bringing specific charges. He thought, notwithstanding the 
remark of the hon. member for Montmorenci, that the House would believe 
his assertion. As to the interruption that had just taken place, the 
Speaker had decided that the hon, member was out of order. He was willing 
to believe that no insult was intended, and hoped the hon. member would 
acknowledge it, and that there might be no more about it, 1 


MR. CAUCHON--When he had said, 'Who believes it?", he did not intend 
to insult the honorable member; and if he had used any unparliamentary 
language, he would recall it. He then proceeded to address the House in 
French, 12° Ce pirsandiet= Wass no Genus en Eton md ol emo am. 
Soiicitor Gen,, with regard to Mr, Turcotte being Kicked off tie Hustings, 
but it served him right.157 ((He denounced)) the conduct of the present 
Ministry.158 


(14) 
On motton of Mr. Richards, seconded by Mr. Price, 


Kent Electton. Ordered, That Mr. Speaker do tssue his War 
summoning George Wade Foote, Esquire, 





the Returning Officer at the late Electton for the County of Kent, 

to the Bar of thts House, om Friday the twenty-fourth day of March 

instant, to answer for hts conduct tm relatton to hts Returmm to the 
Writ of Electton for the satd County. 


MR. DRUMMOND!99--moved that Mr. Dumoulin be seated for the Borough 
of Three Rivers, on the ground that he had the majority of votes, and 
that the reason of the Returning Officer for not making such returm was 
insufficient and untrue.160 L'officier-rapporteur, s'il n'a pas agi 
par corruption, a_montré l’ignorance de la loi la plus grossiére et la 
plus inexcusable, 


(14) 
Three Rivers Mr. Drummond moved to resolve, seconded by Mr. 
Electton. Chauveau, That tt appears by the Return of James 


Dickson, Esqutre, the Returning Offtcer appotnted 
to prestde at the Election of a Member to represent the Town of Three 
Rivers tn the present Parltament, that in obedience to a Writ of Election 
duly tssued, and returnable to the Clerk of the Crown tn Chancery on the 
twenty-fourth day of January, tn the present year, an Election was held for 
the Town of Three Rivers on the twenty-ninth day of December last, at the 
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satd Town of Three Rivers, when and where Plerre Benjamin Dumoulin, 


Esquire, and Antoine Poulette, Esquire, came forward and were named 
candidates at the said Election. 


M. AYLWIN—se léve et demande 4 M. l'orateur si la chambre peut 
légalement s’occuper de cette question, ayant lui-méme présenté une 
pétition a ce sujet au commencement de la session. 


M. MORIN—répond qu'il ne voit rien dans la résolution de M. 
Drummond qui intervienne dans la pétition. 


M. AYLWIN—argumente contre la pétition de M. Drummond. 164 ( (He) ) 
insisted there was no parallel to be drawn between ((Three Rivers and)) 
the ((other)) cases. In the three counties named, the election was full, 
was complete, but in Three Rivers, the Poll was closed, no matter whether 
justly or unjustly, and the only course to be pursued, was to issue a 
new Writ. Besides he had presented a Petition from Mr. Polette, the 
opposing Candidate, who claimed the seat; and he doubted if this Petition 
could be disposed of incidentally, 165 Il ne prétend pas que l'officier 
ait agi convenablement, mais que l'affaire étant telle qu’elle est, la 
chambre ne peut décider en faveur de M. Dumoulin.+ 


M. CHAUVEAU--—donne les raisons pour lesquelles il seconde la motion 
de M. Drummond. I1 pense que le précédent que la chambre a domné en 
condammant les officiers-rapporteurs qui n'avaient leurs devoirs dans les 
autres comtés, est applicable également & celui des Trois-Riviéres. Le 
prétexte de la peur causée par le trouble n'est pas du tout une excuse. 
Craindre une agitation dangereuse dans la ville des Trois-Riviéres, il 
vaudrait autant craindre une tempéte dans un verre d'eau! Si on établit 
pour précédent que ce cas 14 est nul, tous les candidats qui auront dans 
la suite intérét 4 effrayer de pusillanimes officiers-rapporteurs pourraient 


susciter des troubles au moment du danger. Dans les cas de Kent, d'Oxford 
et de Beauharnois, il ne s'est agi que d'amender le tg pourquoi 


en serait-il autrement pour celui de Trois-Riviéres.+ 


M. FOURNIER--parie contre la motion, 168 


M. LAFONTAINE--est d'’opinion que cette @élection doit étre nulle. 
D'abord si la chambre établissait ce précédent dans la suite un membre 
qui aurait obtenu une majorité le premier jour, pourrait la conserver par 
le trouble et la violence et @tre proclamé élu. La chambre ne doit pas 
étre disposée 4 maintenir un tel précédent qui nuirait a la liberté des 
élections. D'ailleurs 1'élection n'était pas compléte et la loi est 
expresse la-dessus. Elle fixe le temps et l'heure et si, pour ume raison 
ou pour une autre, les formalités ne sont pas accomplies, la contestation 
serait dangereuse et dispendieuse pour le membre qui prendrait un siége 


en chambre, 169 


M. PAPINEAU-—parle dans le m@éme sens. [1 croit que l'officier- 
rapporteur de cette localité s'est compromis plus grossiérement que tous 
les autres. L'apparence de trouble et d'agitation qui se manifestait 
n'était pas une raison suffisante pour suspendre une élection. D'aprés 
l'examen des faits et des circonstances, il arrive a la conclusion 
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qu'il n'y a pas eu d’élection aux Trois—Riviéres et cela par la faute 

de l'officier-rapporteur. Suspendre la question pour la soumettre 4 

un comité et faire paraftre le candidat 4 la barre pour rendre compte 

de tout, est une mesure trés prudente. Tous ceux qui étaient concernés 

dans cette élection ont manqué 4 la loi. D'abord M. Dumoulin aurait 

di penser 4 sa qualification assez t6dt, et M. Polette, pour se prévaloir 

de la disqualification de M. Dumoulin, aurait di défendre 4 1'officier- 

rapporteur, dés le commencement, de prendre des votes pour un homme qui 

n'est pas qualifié, 1/0 
MESSRS. CHABOT, BALDWIN 

sous le méme point de vue. i 


(14) 
The Honorable Mr. Boulton moved, seconded by the Honorable Mr. Aylwin, 
the previous Question, vizi-- 


(715) 
Shall the main Question be now put? 
And tt passed in the Negative. 


et BOULTON (Norfolk) envisagent la question 


La minorité s'est trouvée composée de trois voix seulement: celles 
de Messieurs. Drummond, Chauveau et Taché, 172 


MR. DRUMMOND-- ... ((moved)), at the suggestion of MR. PAPINEAU, 
that the affair should be enquired into, as early as possible, by the 
Committee of Privilegel . 


((The motion)) was carried,174 


(15) 
Then, on motion of the Honorable Mr. Robinson, seconded by the 
Honorable Mr. LaFontatne. 
The House adjourned. 1/5 


FOOTNOTES: 2 MARCH 1848. 
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FRIDAY, 3 MARCH 1848. 


3 O'clock, P.M. 


(15) 
Bonds and MR. Speaker latd before the House, the Regis- 
Securities. trar's Report of Bonds and Securittes; tn com- 
pltanee with the Act 4 and 5 Vie. ec. 91. 
Appendix (A.) For the satd Report, see Appendix (A.) 
Montreal and Also, Statement of the Affairs of the Montreal 
Laehtne Ratl- and Lachine Ratlroad, as required by the Act 9 
road. Viee Cs be, 
Appendix (B.) For the satd Statement, see Appendix (B.) 
Canada Baptist And also, Return of the Immoveable Property 
tsstonary held by the Corporation of the Canada Baptist Mis- 
Soctety. stonary Soctety, pursuant to Act 8 Vie. e. 102, 
section 6. 
Appendix (C.) For the satd Return, see Appendix (C.) 
Cornwall Mr. Speaker acquainted the House, that Donald 
Electton. M'Donald (Roy) and Willtam Kenneth M' Kenzie, Esqutres, 


had entered into the usual Recogntzance required by 
law, on the subject matter of the Contested Election for the Town of Corn- 
wall. 





Message from A Message from the Legtslattve Council, by John 
the Council. Femnings Taylor, Esquire, one of the Masters tn 
Chaneery :-- 
Mr. Speaker, 
Emigration The Legislative Counetl have passed the Brill, 
Bete. tntituled, "An Act to make better proviston with 


respect to Emigrants, and for defraying the expen- 
ses of supporting Indigent Emigrants, and of forwarding them to their 
place of destination, and to amend the Act theretn menttoned," without 
any Amendment. 
And then he withdrew. 


Petitions The following Petitions were severally brought 
brought _up. up, and latd on the table:-- 


By Mr. Bouthillter,--The Petitton of the Members 

of the College of St. Hyactnthe. 

By Mr. DeWitt,--The Petition of the Reverend E. Blyth and others, of 
the Parish of Ste. Martine de Beauharnots. 

By Mr. Thompson,--The Petition of Henry J. Barber and others, of 
the Townshtp of Townsend. 

By Mr.Taché,--The Petition of Alexis Rivard, Esquire, and Joseph 
Garon, of Rimouski. 

By Mr.Holmes,--The Petition of the Montreal Board of Trade (Butter); 
and the Petition of the Montreal Board of Trade (Flour and Meal.) 
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By the Honorable Mr.. Baldwin,--The Petttton of Peter Carroll, Esqutre, 
and others, of Whitby, Pickering, and adjacent Townshxps. 

By Mr. Richards,--The Petitton of the Muntetpal Counerl of the Dts- 
trtet of Johnstown (Crimtnal Justice.) 

By the Honorable Mr. Laterriére,--The Petition of George Chaperon, 
of the Parish of La Bate St. Paul. 

By the Honorable Mr. Aylwin, --The Petition of the Literary and Hts 
torteal Soetety of Quebec; and the Petitton of Richard Tims and others, 
of Cap Blane, Quebec. 

By Mr. Chabot,--The Petition of the Roman Catholte Board of School 
Commtsstoners of the City of Quebec. 

By eS Macdonald of Glengarry , --The Petitton of Wrlltan K. Macken- 
aie of L'Orignal, in the County of Prescott, Esqutre. 


Petittons Pursuant to the Order of the day, the follow 
read. ing Petittons were read:-- 

Of Charles Berezy and others, of the City of 
Toronto; TAs to be incorporated as "The Consumers' Gas Company of 
Toronto. 

Of Roger B. Conger, Esquire, and others, Electors of the County of 
Prince Edward; setting forth:--That according to previous notice, by 
Royal Proclamation, an Election was ordered to be holden for the County 
of Prinee Edward: That Phtltp Low, Esquire, Clerk of the Peace for the 
District of Prince Edward, was appotnted Returning Officer: That said 
Returning Offvcer appointed the seventh day of January, 1848, as the 
day of nominatton; that at the satd nominatton David Barker Stevenson, 
Esquire, and on of the Petittoners, Roger Bates Conger, were nominated 
as candidates to represent the satd County of Prince Edward tn Parlta- 
ment: That after satd candidates had addressed the Electors, a show of 
hands was called for by the Returning Offtcer, and a majority appearing 
for the satd Conger, a Poll was demanded by the supporters of the satd 
David. _B. Stevenson, and Wednesday and Thursday, the twelfth and thtr- 
teenth days of January, 1848, were appointed by the satd Returning Offt- 
cer for taking the Polis tn the several Townships in the County; and 
Saturday the fifteenth day of January aforesaid, for summing up and 
declaring the final result: That at the final summing up, there appear- 
ed by the several Poll Books, tn the whole, a majority of three votes 
tn favor of the satd David B. Stevenson: That the Returning Officer 
declared the said David Barker Stevenson duly elected to represent the 
satd County of Prince Edward in Parliament: That a protest was made 
against said Return by a number of freeholders, electors of the satd 
County, upon the ground that the satd Roger Bates Conger had, on the 
Poll Books, a majority of legal votes: That the Pettttoners beg leave 
to represent, that the satd David Barker Stevenson should not be the 
Member for the County of Prince Edward, because contrary to law, and con- 
trary to the constitution, a number of the persons whose names are re- 
corded as having voted for the said David B. Stevenson, were not, at 
the time their votes were polled, freeholders legally qualtfted to vote 
tn satd County for the election of a Member to represent the satd County 
in Parlianent; and consequently the majority by which said David Barker 
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Stevenson was declared elected, has no existence tn fact, and was, and 
ts, a mere colourable majority; because a larger number of legal votes 
were polled in favor of the return of the satd Roger Bates Conger, than 
of the satd David Barker Stevenson, and because many legal and suffictent 
votes offered and tendered for the satd Roger Bates Conger, were rejected 
by some of the Deputy Returning Officers: That the Petittoners beg leave 
further to represent, that from evtdence whtch they will submit to the 
Committee hereafter to be appointed by the House, they verily belteve 
they will make tt appear, that the Returning Officer, and some of the 
Deputy Returning Officers, exhtbited an unwarrantable parttaltty and 
strong bias in favor of. the satd David Barker Stevenson; and praying that 
that the Return for the County of Prince Edward, may not be confirmed, -- 
but that the House will be pleased to cause the said Return to be amend- 
ed, by causing the satd Roger Bates Conger to be declared the Member for 
the County of Prince Edward, tn Parliament. 


(16) 

Of the Reverend Louts I. Fortier and others, of the Township of 
Bulstrode; praying for atid to open a new line of road tn that Township. 

Of Archibald H. Young and others, of L'Anctenne Lorette and other 
Partshes; praying that the tmprovements of the Macadamtzed Road from 
Quebec to a certatn part of the Parish of L'Anctenne Lorette, may be 
continued to the potnt where tt tntersects the central route of the Par- 
tsh of St. Augustin. 

Of George Simley and others, of the County of Waterloo; praying for 
a certain amendment to the Election Law. 

Of the Reverend J. B. Potvin and others, of Somerset and other Town- 
ships; praying for atd to open a new line of Road through the said 
Townships. 

Of Archtbald Petrie, of the Township of Cumberland, wn the County of 
Russell, Esquire; setting forth:--That the Pettttoner was a candidate 
for the County of Russell, at the last general Electton, tn opposttton 
to George B. Lyon, who was returned as duly elected therefor: That the 
Petitioner protests against the return of the satd George B. Lyon on 
the following grounds: ist.--That votes were recetved tn hts favor from 
persons not possessed of the requisite property qualification to entitle 
them to vote: 2nd.--Because many of the persons who voted tn favor of 
the said George B. Lyon, were induced to do so by having received money, 
or the promise thereof from the satd George B. Lyon or hts agents: 3rd.-- 
Because money was paid to one of the Deputy Returning Offteers prior to 
the Election, to forward the return of the said George B. Lyon, the said 
Returning Officer betng keeper of a House of Entertainment, did entertain 
the voters and partizans of the said George B. Lyon, at the cost and 
charges of the same: 4th.--Because bribery and corruption were practis- 
ed prevtous to and during the said Election, by the satd George B. Lyon, 
his agents and partizans, whereby a number of voters were induced to 
vote in favor of the said George B. Lyon, who otherwtse would have voted 
for the Petittoner, and others induced to abstatn from voting: d5th.-- 
Because suns of money were expended by the satd George B. Lyon, his 
agents and partizans, tn procuring the attendance of voters at the said 
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Election, and in compensating the satd voters for loss of tyne tn coming 
to and returning from the satd Electton: 6th.--Because the satd George 
B. Lyon, his agents and parttaans, dtd open and support, or cause to be 
opened and supported, at his costs and charges, a House of Entertainment 
for the accommodation of the Electors; and praying the House to enquire 
into the merits of the said Electton, and the conduct of the satd George 
B. Lyon, and his agents, and relteve the Petitioner, ervther by ordering 
the satd Return to be amended, by the tnsertion of the name of the Pett- 
tioner in such Return, in the place of the satd George B. Lyon, dts- 
qualtfied as aforesaid, by reason of such bribery or other corrupt and 
tllegal conduct, or to cause a new Writ to issue for the Election of a 
fit and proper person to represent the satd County in the place of satd 
George B. Lyon,--the Petittoner craving permtsston to offer evidence in 
support of the allegations aforesaid, before a Committee of the House to 
be appotnted to try the merits of the satd Election. 


On motton of the Honorable Mr. Attorney General Sherwood, seconded 
by Mr. Seymour, 
Toronto Har- Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to 
bour Dues. His Excellency the Governer General, praying 

that His Excellency wtll cause the proper 

Offteer to lay before thts House, a Return of the amount collected for 
Harbour Dues at the Port of Toronto, for the year 1847; together with 
a detailed account of the expenses incurred tn constructing and repatr- 
tng the Queen's Wharf at the entrance of the satd Harbour, and a state- 
ment shewing the balance, tf any, still due to the Government, on ac- 
count of sums advanced by the authority of certain Acts of the Parilta- 
ment of Upper Canada, for constructing and repatring the Queen's Wharf 
at the entrance of Toronto Harbour. 


Ordered, That the satd Address be presented to His Excellency the Gov- 
ernor General, by such Members of this House as are of the Honourable 
the Executive Counetl of thts Provinee. 


Jurors! Bill. Ordered, That the Honorable Mr. Attorney General 
CLeumbies) Badgley have leave to bring in a Btrll to 


remove doubts as to the time from whtch the 
provistons of the Act regulating the summoning of Jurors tn Lower Canada, 
were tntended to have force and effect. 
He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House, and the same 
was received and read for the first ttme; and ordered to be read a 
second time, on Tuesday next. 


Port Granby Ordered, That Mr. Morrison have leave to bring 
Harbour Com- in a Bill to tneorporate sundry persons under 
pany Bill. the name and style of "The President, Directors, 


and Company of the Port Granby Harbour." 
He accordingly presented the said Btll to the House, and the same 
was recetved and read for the first time. 
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Election Ordered, That Mr. Wetenhall have leave to bring in 
Bee. a Btll to amend the Electton Law of this Prov- 
ince. 


He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same 
was received and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second 
time, on Thursday next. 


Port Hope Ordered, That Mr. Smith of Durham have leave to 
Toum Counetl bring tn a Btll to repeal the Act of Ineorpo- 
Bilt: tatton of the Town of Port Hope, and to estab- 





itsh a Town Counetl therein, tn lteu of a Board 
of Police, and for other purposes theretn mentioned. 
He accordingly presented the satd Btll to the House, and the same 
was recetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a 
second time, on Friday next. 


Amherstburg Ordered, That Mr. Prince have leave to bring in 
Incorporation a Bill for tncorporating the Town of Amherst- 
Bill. burg, tn the Western District. 


He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same 
was recetved and read for the ftrst time; and ordered to be read a 
second time, on Friday next. 


MR. WEBSTER--asked,...leave for Mr. William H. Boulton to absent 
himself from the House for one month.l 





(16) 
Leave of Ordered, That Mr. Boulton of Toronto have leave 
Absence. to absent himself from thts House for one 
month, from this date on, on urgent business. 
Speech con- The Order of the Day for taking into constde- 
stdered. ration the Speech of His Excellency the Governor 


General, deltvered to both Houses of the Provtin- 
etal Legislature at the opening of the present Session, betng read; 
The House proceeded accordingly to take the satd Speech into 
constderatton. 2 


COL. PRINCE3--rose4 and said,--I have been requested, Mr. Speaker, 
to move an address in answer to the speech of His Excellency, which we 
heard the other day, and I have responded to the call with great plea- 
sure (ironical cheers) and, for the best of all reasons, because I very 
much_admire everything that is in it. I can hardly believe, Mr. Speaker, 
that? any objection to it could have been discovered even by the most 
prying eyes;® but we have received notice that certain amendments are 
to be moved to it, and I will first address myself to the speech, and 
then, with the permission of the House, to the amendments which are to 
be offered. Mr. Speaker, we are here assembled in a new Parliament con- 
vened by the Government, chosen by the people; and I have had the honour 
of representing the County of Essex now for twelve years (hear, hear), 
and I must make free to confess, that from what knowledge I possess of 
this Province, particularly of Upper Canada, confining my observations 
to the people of Upper Canada, /--he would say nothing about Lower Canada, 
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because he knew little of it--8 I am bound to admit that the result of 


the general election has been the choice of the people. (Hear, hear.) 

As far as I have observed, Sir, in Upper Canada, these elections have 
been conducted with order, and this Parliament has been returned by 

the spontaneous feeling of the people?, He heard no complaints of cor- 
ruption, or undue influencel0 ((or)) bribery or forcell on either sidel?2. 
(Ironital cheers j=l do-notemean to say, Mrescpeaker, that Jf -proger 
exertions had been used by those who are called Conservatives, that my 
hon. friends on this side of the House would have had such a powerful 
array of strength. (Hear, hear.) I am by no means disposed to admit 
anything of the kindl3. He thought it a good deal of the fault of the 
Conservatives that that majority was so overwhelmingl4; there was one 
error party-men were apt to indulge in; they fancied when they happened 
to possess the majority, they should always possess its) (hear, Near). 
and they fancy, too, no exertions are necessary to be used to retain 

the possession of it; and, Sir, there is the great fault which vhas ?been 
committed by those who will soon probably be out of power (hear, hear); 
or they will find that they, like unsuccessful Generals, have permitted 
the enemy to triumph, because they would condescend to fight against 
them, but imagined that they were sure of victory. (Hear, hear, hear) .16 
They had treated the minority too contemptuously. But to return to the 
speech,l/ Sir, and a very good speech it is.18 They had heard the speech, 
the first paragraph stated that Parliament had been called at the earliest 
period after the declaration.19 I was disposed before I came here and 
heard the explanation of the Ministers why we were called together at 
such a short notice and at such a particularly inconvenient season, to 
quarrel with them, and to say as I have often said before and often felt, 
that -the*convenience oi “the representatives of the people has never been 
much studied either by the Governor or his Counsellors; for upon almost 
all occasions it has been very unfortunate that those who represent 
constituents at a distance from the seat of Government as I do, have 

been very seriously inconvenienced, either by the shortness of notice 
which has been given for our attendance here, or by the season of the 
year at which the summons has been issued; and, Sir, I came down here20 
cross extremely cross,2l very desirous even of venturing to submit to 

His Excellency that I thought it excessively hard to be called here at 
three days notice, for the proclamation only reached Sandwich the 9th 

of January, and I was obliged to leave home in three days afterwards, 
with a great many matters to attend to, having a large family and estab- 
lishment at home.22 The Ministry ought always to pay some attention to 
the convenience of members, and to give them notice in time enough to 
allow them to arrange their affairs before leaving home.23 But, Sir, a 
good reason has been assigned by the speech for having convened us at so 
early a period. It became necessary that the question of emigration 
should engross the attention of this House, that no time should be lost 
in adopting some measures to prevent a recurrence of the calamities of 
last year (hear, hear), and the Ministry very wisely convened Parlia- 
ment when they did, in order that the bill might go home which we have 
passed, and which I think has done much credit to this House. (Hear, 
hear.)24 It was for that purpose the Governor General had called Parlia- 
ment together, and he (Col. Prince) proposed to thank him for doing so.25 
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The Governor General tells us26 next27 that he has made a tour through 
the Province--that he has observed everywhere the28 most gratifying 
indications29 of general contentment and prosperity imsall the distsicts 
which he has visited--I think, Sir, we may truly say so--I think, Sir, 
with the Governor General, that Canada, generally speaking, is a country 
in which prosperity is very apparent--I think, Sir, it is a country in 
which that sort of prosperity which is so essentially necessary for the 
happiness of man abounds, viz., the possession of real property, not fic- 
Eerious plropecrcty<—=. think itiis a country in which an-industrious and 
well-conducted individual can certainly obtain a competency better than 
in any other portion of the globe, and, above all things, here be under 
the protection of British institutions--30 wherever such was the case 

in any country, it could not be called otherwise than prosperous.3l I 
think His Excellency could not fail to have observed in his progress 
through the Province, that there were strong indications of prosperity 
and happiness;32 and yet it was to this paragraph an amendment was to be 
proposed.33 Sir, in handling the subject, I will beg leave to refer to 
the amendments which are proposed, for though they have not yet been 
moved and no notice has been given of them, they have been placed upon 
our desks34, or, of course, he could not have been aware of it, and as 
this had been done,35 I think that in strict Parliamentary practice 
notice should have been given. I will then, as I proceed in my remarks 
upon the resolutions which I intend to move, 36 to save time... ((and)) 
with permission of the House, 3/ just touch upon these two amendments, and 
explain my opinion of them. It appears then, Mr. Speaker, that there is 
an amendment, by whom it is to be moved or who is the author I know not, 
which negatives the truth of what His Excellency states. He tells us 
that he was met by the most gratifying indications of general content- 
ment and prosperity. Now that certainly is not put into his mouth by 

the Ministers, because it is a matter of personal observation of His 
Excellency himself. He says that in travelling through the country he 
met,as he must have done if he did not go blindfolded, with general in- 
dications of prosperity and contentment.38 He considered His Excellency 
had said the country was prosperous; because his information was received 
from those who surrounded him in Upper Canada and that information was 
true 39, Now, Sir, I find that in the amendment to the address, it is 
proposed to alter that language of His Excellency, which was a mere dec- 
laration of his own, and the authors of this amendment say that it must 
be expurged--that His Excellency did not meet with anything of the sort-- 
of course telling him that he saw nothing of the kind--that he could not 
have witnessed anything like prosperity: but the Governor says it is a 
matter of fact. But what is to be substituted for it, we are to tell 
him--"That we rejoice His Excellency derived so much satisfaction from 
the tour which, during the recess, he was enabled to make through the 
Province." (Hear, hear.) Now I rather apprehend, Mr. Speaker, that the 
greatest satisfaction His Excellency could have enjoyed, was, seeing the 
people prosperous and happy. I have no doubt the entertainment he receiv- 
ed at the City of Toronto, and at the Grange, pleased him.40 He (Col. P.) 
had little doubt that His Excellency has been received,...--with every 
honor;41 I have no doubt that there was lots of roast beef and plum pud- 
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ding and that the Scotch as well as the English gentleman is fond of 
these delightful condiments (laughter) and I have no doubt that at the 
table at the Grange he had the pleasure of meeting some of the members 

of this House, and that he enjoyed all these other pleasures of the Queen 
City of the West. I have no doubt42 that he had received every attention 
from the great men of that city....and that the magnates, the patricians 
of that city, had the honor of meeting His Excellency at the table of his 
Worship the Mayor43, ((they had)) accompanied His Excellency throughout 
the city pointing out to him the beauty of the city, the magnificent 
shops and stores; this is a fancy picture of mine, but I have no doubt 

he was shown the beauties of that splendid city; I can fancy the Governor 
General walking up and down the streets and pointing out this and that 
sign of prosperity (hear;) I can fancy my hon. and learned friend for 

the Fourth Riding walking by his side, arm-in-arm (laughter;)44 and the 
Mayor on the other ((side))45 pointing out to him the banks, the stores, 
the public buildings, the merchandize,46 the markets,...the warehouses4/7, 
and the pretty ladies who are walking in the streets, and I can imagine 
all these things being evidence and indications of prosperity. (Laughter). 
I have no doubt His Excellency put that into his speech because he heard 
from the great man of 48 the Home District, that all was prosperity and 
contentment ,49 but this unfortunate amendment proposes that it should be 
expunged, that a piece of sponge should be put upon it (Claughter;) that 
His Excellency was mistaken, that the person who wrote this was mistaken. 
I, have; no doubt..im).the»world: that this is «the intention (of that, sariro: 
the amendment, and yet, Sir, I am at a loss to conceive how, when His 
Excellency has arrived at this conclusion of what he observed, we can 
properly expunge it. It may possibly be said in support of the amend- 
ment that Canada just now is not very prosperous°0 but, using the term 

in its most extended meaning,21 I should like to know what country is; 

I should like to know whether the monetary evils which are experienced 

in England do not as matter of course affect the prosperity of Canada; 

I should like to know whether the Colony can be expected to prosper when 
the Mother-Country is so depressed; it is morally impossible, Sir, that 
it should be otherwise.>2 When they considered the state of Great Brit- 
ain, at present, it was morally impossible that this country,--one of the 
Colonies--could be otherwise.°3 But, Sir, there is a prosperity which 

is far above the trading prosperity of a country4. Merchants and trad- 
ers often failed from misfortune in business; but more often from bad 
speculations, and if men engaged in injudicious and foolish speculations, 
and were ruined by them, it could not therefore be said that the business 
of the country was in a bad state25; it is a cloud which hangs over every 
country for a time, but which afterward, and very generally soon, passes 
off. But the prosperity to which the Governor General alludes is undoubt- 
edly the agricultural prosperity of the country. Though, Sir, the farmer 
has not perhaps been able to obtain that price for his wheat which he did 
Some time ago; though now a cloud hovers us, and the times are black, and 
though the agriculturists are not as prosperous as they were, when he was 
there things had a different appearance, Canada, Sir, in an agricultural 
point of view, is prosperous, any country is prosperous which a man coming 
from Europe with a small capital, upon which he would starve at home, can 
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settle down, and by industry, honesty, and obedience to the law, can ob- 
tain for himself a freehold estate, and independence in every sense of 

the word; when in the other country he would not be able to earn more than 
the wages of a common day-labourer. Therefore, Sir, I cannot support that 
portion of the amendment which expunges the assertion that throughout the 
country he met with indications of universal prosperity.26 He would now 
refer to the paragraph about the Post-Office5/., That portion of His Excel- 
lency's speech...has not been touched upon in the amendment, because we 
must all be convinced that it requires reformation (hear, hear;)58. That 
it was much wanted, all would agree, because it affected the pockets of 
al159, That is the true reform, that is the reformation which is expect- 
ed day after day by those who have to correspond with their friends and 
other individuals in the Province.60 He argued that a cheap postal ar- 
rangement had succeeded in every country where it had been tried, and 
therefore it would succeed here.61 It is time that the Post Office here 
was placed upon a footing similar to that upon which the Post Office in 
England has been placed, and the Post Office in the United States also. 

It is high time that the evil of high postage should be removed, and, Sir, 
when that question does come before us, for at the present we are not 

in a condition to undertake it, when it does come before us I do hope 

and trust a measure will be carried which will have for its object the 
reduction of postage to a very small amount.62 It was absurd to say that 
to reduce the postage would injure the efficiency of that department. 63 

It has been proved in England, and I have it from very high authorities 
indeed, that the Post Office Department is increased amazingly by a dep- 
ression on the rate of letters, and it is clearly accounted for. You 

may put it, on this principle, that when the postage is small, of course 
there will be a greater amount of correspondence. The system of heavy 
duties, Custom House Duties, is ruinous, nothing can be more injurious 
than to impose heavy duties upon products introduced into this country. 
The Post Office Department in England shows that it is not high postage 
which will increase the revenue, and so it is also with high Custom 

House duties. I, Sir, for one, should import a great many things from 
the United States were not the duties so high as they are, (Hear, hear.) 
Then, Sir, His Excellency tells us that a64 practicable65 line of railway 
is proposed between Quebec and Halifax, Sir, we ought to feel obliged to 
His Excellency for this great national benefit66, at least he (Col. P.) 
was...because it showed that the Executive was willing to support such 
great projects.67 If anything will ever advance the prosperity of any 
country, and Canada in particular, it is the construction of railways 
(hear, hear;) and, Sir, I do hope and trust that there will be no danger 
thrown in the way of this great project. (Hear, hear.)68 Ina few years 
there would, doubtless, be a railroad from Montreal to Toronto, and from 
thence to the Western sections of the Province--he trusted the House would 
give the Great Western Railroad its assistance, by a grant of money, for 
he was certain that it would pay well.69 ((He)) asked that minor schemes 
should not be allowed to interfere with this great national undertaking. 
He called on Parliament to assist in the completion of this great work, 
and had no doubt the incoming Liberal Administration would support $6270 
The new Ministry would have great power, and he trusted that it would so 
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use it as to give satisfaction to the whole country./1 On that part of 
the speech, Mr. Speaker, which refers to emigration, I have already made 

a few observations, and I do not think it necessary to trouble the House 
any more on that subject. His Excellency then asks us to look to the 
amendment of the University of King's College, and I ask the House to 

look at this matter, IL ask them to pass a bill as liberal in its charac- 
ter as that which was introduced in the last session; I ask them to pass 

a bill as liberal as that, and if they do. this, they will give great 
satisfaction to, the country; but Gf they pass a bill or introduce a’ bill 
which has for its object executive interests; then, Sir, that bill I will 
not consent to; it will not be satisfactory to the country/2 ((and)) would 
not receive the support of the country. /3 (Hear, hear.) I ask the admin- 
istration, whether it be the ((intention of the)) present or any future 
administration, to establish liberal endowments and deal with that Univer- 
sity in the way it ought to be dealt with; but if not, I for one would 
rather see the entire endowment broken up, and the valuable property with 
which it is endowed distributed evenly and carefully for purposes of gen- 
eral education. © (Hear hear.) Now, Sir. — come to that part of the 
speech which refers to an "equitable mode of assessment" in Upper Canada 
which His Excellency recommends. I think that our Assessment Laws are 
very ineffective, I think, Sir, that property situated near towns, as mine 
is to the town of Sandwich (though God knows the market there is not much 
to boast of) is infinitely more valuable than that of my friend who lives 
in the settlement some miles back, and yet, by the present law, I pay no 
more tax than he does./4 Now he thought that property near towns should 
be higher taxed; but he was no advocate for that system of assessment, 

or sort of income tax/5 which will oblige the merchant, the professional 
man,the tradesman, and the shop-keeper of Canada to disclose his private 
affairs) tothe Tax>Collector.- “(Hears"hear.) ~E°will not go so fartas 
that, and I will oppose every measure which is introduced for the purpose. 
But,Sir, I cannot believe that a Government professing liberality will 
ever condescend to introduce the measure, which seems to be anticipated 

by some of those whom I have the honour to represent. His Excellency also 
speaks of the necessity of improving the system of Judicature in both 
sections of the Province;/6 and he was sure all would agree there was 
ample room for it.// Our system of judicature is not what it ought to 

be, and I agree with His Excellency that improvement is needed./8 The 
Law Officers of the Crown had, it was well known, been most assiduous in 
their endeavours to amend the system of Judicature, ever since they held 
office; but there was still much to be done. In the first place there 

was the Court of Chancery in Upper Canada, of which he (Col. P.) might 

be said to be the father. But he did not think that it had worked well, 
because it was found to be too costly, and because it had not been pre- 
sided over as it should have been. Here there was great room for improve- 
ment,and it would be for the hon. member for the Fourth Riding to deter- 
mine and point out the reform required, and his hon. friend was well able 
and qualified to do so. Another glaring deficiency in Upper Canada, was 
the want of a Court of Appeal. Such a Court was much required in that 
section of the Province, and he trusted that measures would be taken to 
establish it. Another reform which he thought equally called for, was the 
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division of the profession’? without which they could never have an able 
Bar or a learned Bench80, The duties of Barrister and Attorney should 
never be amalgamated, because a man could never acquire a great knowledge 
of his profession, if he was liable always to be interrupted, and his 
time wasted upon clients calling upon him. A man required to spend all 
his time in his Library in study, if he wished to attain eminence in his 
profession, and it was to the division of the two professions, that the 
Bench in England was much indebted for its high character for learning. 81 
And now, Sir, I come to that part of the reply to His Excellency's speech 
which says-- 

"That we agree with His Excellency, that Canada possesses in singular 
abundance the elements of prosperity and social happiness, great natural 
capabilities, and enterprising, intelligent, and rapidly increasing popu- 
lation, institutions fitted to reconcile liberty with order and the bles- 
sing of peace, secured to her, under Providence, by the patriotism of 
her sons, and her connection with a State which is both just and powerful. 
That we believe that the duty of turning these advantages to account, in 
so far as these objects can properly be effected by Legislation, devolves 
upon Parliament, and that we fervently join with His Excellency in the 
prayer that we may acquit ourselves of the responsibility with fidelity 
and success. 

But Sir, I find that that is to be expunged, and another paragraph is to 
be introduced, and now let us see what that paragraph is-- 

ee ee eG ele cause eG beer cen Waaeus cee LOat With the 
possession in singular abundance of the elements of property and social 
happiness,--resulting from her great natural capabilities; her enterpri- 
sing, intelligent, and rapidly increasing population; from institutions 
which, in their main characteristics, are so well fitted to reconcile 
liberty with order; and from the blessings of peace secured to her, under 
Providence, by the patriotism of her sons, and her connection with a 
State which is both just and powerful,--Canada requires only that these 
advantages should be turned to account by an equitable and constitutional 
Government, and by wise and practical legislation, to secure those bles- 
sings permanently to her people." 

"That we feel deeply the responsibility devolving upon Parliament in 
the endeavour to accomplish these important objects; and we cordially 
join with His Excellency in the prayer that we may acquit ourselves of 
that responsibility with fidelity and success." 

"That we feel it, however, to be our humble duty to His Excellency, 
that it is essential to the satisfactory result of our deliberations on 
the important subjects which His Excellency has been graciously pleased 
to direct our attention, and on other matters of public concern, that 
Her Majesty's Provincial Administration should possess the confidence of 
this House and of the country and respectfully to represent to His Excel- 
lency that that confidence is not reposed in the present Advisers of His 
Excellency." 

I cannot myself see the propriety of introducing a vote of want of confi- 
dence into this reply. (Laughter and ironical cheers,) I do not think 
it is clever. I think my hon. friend for the Fourth Riding might have 
been content with voting down the question, and have left it to my hon. 
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friends to resign in a proper manner82 which they probably would have 

done at once of their own accord.83 He did not think in this matter 

that the hon. Member for the North Riding of York had been allowed to 
exercise his discretion, for that hon. gentleman was an excellent special 
pleader, and this amendment was a blunder.84 It is very hard in them to 
say that they had no confidence in the Ministers, Sir, I have very great 
confidence in the Ministry. (lronical cheers and laughter.) 89 He spoke 
seriously-- (renewed laughter)86, I have no doubt the hon. member for the 
First Riding of York will jump and up and say,''There's Col. Prince; look 
at his inconsistency.8/ (Laughter. )88 I have no doubt in the world that 
consistency will be the string upon which he'll touch. (Hear, hear.) I 
am a plain Englishman, and I happen to have an opinion of my own; I wish 
the hon. gentleman was the same. I may be led now and then (hear, hear;) 
but it is the peculiarity of the old Briton to have an opinion of his own, 
and to vote and act and speak according to what he conceives to be right. 
(Laughter.) He does not follow in the wake of any particular party or 
person. (Hear, hear, hear.) It is not Englishman like to do so, (much 
laughter,) although I believe my hon. friends are Englishmen, too. 89 

((He, Col. Prince)), expressed his decided conviction that he was not to 
be led by the nose by anybody.90 He only voted for what he himself 
believed to be right, and, therefore, he often varied in his votes from 
either party, and he happened to differ from the hon. members upon his 
side of the House upon which he sat upon the present occasion.91 I hap- 
pen to differ from this amendment on the Speech, and I happen to believe 
that there ought to be confidence placed in the Administration. (lronical 
cheers.) I'll tell you why. What have they done for the country--for 

the people? The people of the country, it is true, have sent hon. gentle- 
men here as their representatives, who, by their votes, I have no doubt 

in the world, will pass a resolution that they have no confidence in the 
Government. But I don't concur in that opinion; 92 for what had they done 
that they should declare that they had no confidence in them?93 I think 
it is too much to say that they have no confidence in the Ministers. 94 

He thought Ministers deserved censure for many of their acts but it was 
evident the people did not think so for none had lost the confidence of 
their constituencies?5. (Hear, hear, and laughter.)96 Every one had 
retained his and (looking to the Treasury Benches) there it is.9/ But 
why is this confidence to be withdrawn? The Reformers will say, they are 
Conservatives and we are Reformers. What do they mean by Reformers? I 
hope to hear from some of my hon. friends; I want to know; and I leave 
them to explain the difference between Reformers and the members of the 
present Administration. (Ironical cheers.) I am perfectly incapable of 
understanding it. (Laughter.) I want to hear from some of my hon. friends 
on this side of the House, who intend to support this amendent (sic) in 
what they differ from my hon. friends now in the Ministry.98 Were there 
any Reforms which a Conservative Ministry would not be as willing to carry 
out as a Liberal one; and if they considered for a few moments what the 
present Ministry had done to reform laws, and compare it with what the 
ex-Ministry had done, he must say that the latter would be found wanting. 99 
Let us see what these gentlemen have done in the last session of Parlia- 
ment. I will, first of all, apply myself to the law reforms; and I will 
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ask the former Administration, whom they supplanted, if they ever did so 
much? They cannot answer me in the affirmative, that they have done so 
much. JI contend that I can prove that the present Administration have 

done more thanl00 the self-styled Reformersl0l ever did in one session.102 
Why were they, therefore, now to declare that they had no confidence in 

the present Ministry?103 It is true that in the commencement of the last 
Parliament I withdrew my support from the Administration (loud cries of 
hear, hear.)104 Why did I withhold my supportl052 Because there was a 
leading member of it in whom I had not the slightest confidence; because 
there was one with great ability, great energy,106 great powers,...learn- 
ing and talent,107 but greater hypocrisy and cunning (hear, hear,) who, 
with his silvery tongue could deceive mankind, and who, having--as I con- 
sidered--betrayed the high trust imposed on him, sat in this House as a 
leader. The sight of his face here raised my indignation; and I withdrew 
my confidence from the wholel08 flock because there was a black sheep 
amongst them.109 (Laughter.) But, Sir, times are changed; there has been 
an infusion of talent--of independence--into that Administration. (Hear, 
hear.) I allude particularly to my hon. and learned friends, the Solicitor 
and Attorney Generals (hear, hear;) and, though hon. gentlemen may perhaps 
differ with me in opinion, I say that they have exhibited, during the prog- 
ress of their Administration, as much liberality and talentl10 as ever any 
Ministers had,l1ll perhapsll2 even in the House of Commonsll3 of Great Brit- 
ain. (Ironical cheers and laughter.) In them, then, I have some confi- 
dence; and I have it, because I have no fault to find with them on the 
score of illiberality. Nor have I for one moment hesitated to discover 


that they are as great Reformers as any men can be. (Hear, and laughter.) 
It is said out of doors, 'Oh, what's the use of keeping them in; they've 
done nothing.' (Hear, hear.) Sir, the last sessionof Parliament was a 


short one in point of duration of time; but, under that Administration, 

one hundred and ten acts were passed. (Much laughter. )114 Was that noth- 
ing 2115 Is it to be denied that that is evidence of industry? (Hear, 
hear.) Is not the majority of these Acts approved of by the House, and did 
not every member of this House sanction them? (Hear.) I am now calling 
attention to what is called liberality, and I ask you to show me in what 
the former Administration have been more liberal?--(Ironical cries of hear, 
hear)116 He would like to see any Ministry which could be more liberal, 
more industrious than they had been. Six of the Acts passed last Session, 
relating to the laws of the Province, were of great importance. There was 
the law to prevent malicious injuries to persons and property by fire or 
explosive and destructive substances--the statute to shorten the time of 
prescription in certain cases--the statute for compensation of families 

of persons killed by accidentll? (hear, hear)--a most liberal and useful 
measure. (Hear, hear.)118 And there was the statute for amending and con- 
solidating the law relating to forgery, which was much wanted, and which, 
strange to say, had been omitted by the hon. gentleman, who introduced the 
Act amending and consolidating the Criminal Law, in 1844.119 They had act- 
ed most liberally in my opinion in abolishing to a certain extent, imprison- 
ment for debt. (Hear, hear, hear.) Then there was the Master and Servant's 
Act, introduced by my honorable friend, the member for Frontenac .120 
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Hear, hear, from the Opposition.121 


COL. PRINCE ((continued:))--He (Col. Prince) believed C(this Act)) 
had given more satisfaction than any other law that had been passed ,12 
((These were)) not Acts on great political questions, but useful mea- 
suresi23, These, Sir, are the laws which do the people good; this is 
true reform--this is true liberality. These are laws which satisfy the 
people throughout the country. (Hear, hear.)124 It was such acts that 
would endear them to the people.125 They understand these simple laws; 
they feel the want of them; they avail themselves of the advantages of 
them,when we who are sitting in this House consider them of comparatively 
slight importance. Now I dare say the gentlemen who support these amend- 
ments will say these laws were not all acts of the Ministryl26, that 
these Acts were carried by the aid of members on this side of the House, 
as well as by the Ministry, and that they had therefore as good a right 
to gét credit for them as the Ministry, butl2/ vou Wilh recollect. oir. 
that all Acts of Parliament passed during a session are to be considered 
as acts of the Administration, as they pass under the sanction of and are 
liable to be controlled by the Ministry of the dayl28, and because if they 
had not supported them they could not have been passed.129 I do say that 
in points of legal reform--that with regard to the addition of salutary 
laws for the advantage of the people at large--this Administration did 
welledurine® thevilasct session, ~ (Hear, hear.) “Bur, Sir, 1 wilt iwese 
whether Upper Canada at least, if not Lower Canada, has not a right to 
feel indebted to them for the measures they passed. There was the bill 
for the payment of the rebellion claims--(hear, hear,)130--an act of bene- 
ficence and justicel3l--a bill which has given universal satisfaction. to 
men of all political and other creedl32, A better law had never been 
enacted.133 Sir, there is another matter of importance for which Upper 
Canada feels deeply indebted, and that is their law for the encouragement 
of agricultural societies, which was most acceptable and useful.for the 
whole peoplel34... ((and)) savoured of true liberality.... The present 
Ministry werevalso entitled toe* great eredit Tor their Liberality with 
respect to their conduct regarding the mining resources of the country; 
no less than eleven bills were passed last session, every one of which 
would have for its result thel35 development of the mining resources of 
the country.136 


Loud, ironical cries of hear, hear.13/ 


COL. PRINCE ((continued:))--Yes, sirs, you may well say,"hear, hear," 
when I say that under the provision of that Act, £30,000 has been1l38 
speculated!39 (hear, hear, and laughter, )140 upon the shores of Lake 
Superior and Huron for mining purposes while not 30,000 shillings had yet 
been received in return.14l But has £30,000 been expended out of the pub- 
lic funds--has 30,000 farthings been drawn from the treasury for such a 
purpose?142 


Hear, hear, from MR. AYLWINL43 ((and others)).144 


COL. PRINCE ((continued:))--The gentlemen who cry hear, hear, were 
the opponents of these salutary measures last session, for which they had 
my opposition, and which induced me in a great measure to forfeit my con- 
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fidence in them. (lIronical cheers.) For some reason best known to them- 
selves, they opposed some of the best 145 ((and)) most useful measures 
which had ever come before Parliamentl46 viz., for the development of 

the mineral resources of the country.147 He, (Col. P.) would like to 
know how... (they)) justify...((their)) having done so--and if there had 
not yet been received 30,000 shillings for £30,000 which had been spent, 
they might yet receive the money which had been laid out and more; and, 
if they did not, the money at any rate had gone to improve and open up 
the resources of the country.148 It was...((their opposition to the mea- 
sure) ) which forfeited my confidence in them, for I was disposed to think 
that their great object was to supplant the Administration, that they 
might have their places.149 His hon. friends...might possess what opinion 
they pleased upon the acts of present ministers: but150 there were other 
measures which had been passed by the present Ministry, for which they 
were entitled to great credit.151 


MR.CHRISTIE--The Bill to defray the expenses of the Administration 
of Justice in Upper Canada.152 


COL. PRINCE--Yes, they had to thank them also for that just and liber- 
al measure; and yet it was said that the present Ministry had done nothing. 
He would also like to know if153 it ((was)) not reserved to them also tol54 
introduce and carry an address to Her Majesty, praying for the free navi- 
gation of the St. Lawrence.155 Is that nothing?--is that not?°® true 
liberality--was not that true reform.15/ Where is your reform compared 
to that. (Lauenter.) Lo esy, Sir, it is infinitely more, important than 
the passing of bills to preventl58 public159 meetings and processions. 160 


Loud cries of hear, hear, from the Treasury Benches.--l61 


COL. PRINCE ((resumed:))--What do the people of Canada care about 
the processions?162 It was a farce to talk about measures for the put- 
ting down of secret societies, or for the regulation of meetings, and 
to compare them to a measure like thatl63, The Administration that is 
to be will take no advice from me--(hear, hear);--but if they would, I 
wouldl64 advise them to give their attentionl65 to improve the local 
interest of the country1L66 and the development of its resources,167 to 
introduce railroads and measures which tend to the agricultural prosperity 
Of the country, and are of far mere aS than any abstract notion 
of colonial government. (Laughter. )16 ((They should)) leave such things 
as he had spoken of alone.169 Let them leave the people to themselves, 
and they will protect their rights and liberties by industry, integrity, 
and perseverance. (Hear, hear.)1/0 The navigation of the River St. 
Lawrence was a measure of great importance, one which would be of great 
benefit to the country, and one for which the Ministry deserved great 
credit. It had been left to the present Ministry first to sanction the 
doctrine of free trade, and that was liberality. Parliament had been 
dissolved, and they had a new Parliament, and many had been the taunts 
that had most unjustly been thrown upon the Ministry for not doing so 
sooner. They were told yesterday that the last Parliament was dissolved 
by the advice of the ministry and ee acted properlyl/1, wisely, indepen- 
dently, and honestlyl72 in doing so.1/3 They had not the majority 
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they desired, and they appealed to the country for its decision; and that 
appeal alonel74 ought to screen them from the accusation that they had 
held office after they had no right to do sol/5, ((and)) from any imputa~ 
tion on their honesty, or their honor. The decision was adverse, but 

he did not believel/® that any of the Ministry regretted the result of 
doing so, and he did not believe that one of them regretted the loss 

of thel77 honorsl78 ((and)) emoluments of office, in getting rid of the 
onerous duties of office. They had not been ambitious of power, for if 
they had they might have filled up many offices--many of them very impor- 
tant offices and many of them with high salaries, which had been allowed 
to remain vacantl/79 ((which)) could have been legally filled up, but were 
left vacant for their successors; another proof, they cared not for the 
emoluments of office.180 There was, for instance, the office of Adjutant- 
General of Militia which had been allowed to remain vacant for a long 
time--there was also a judgeship for this district, which they refrained 
from filling up--(hear, hear)--they merely restrained from doing so--(hear, 
hear)--and left it to their successors to do so.181 And now, Sir, I must 
apologize to this House for having detained them so long. I shall sit 
down with the assertion that I believe the present Administration--weak 
as they are--to be strictly honest, industrious and pure, 182 It might 

be said that they had been corrupt, but he was satisfied it was impos- 
sible to prove it.183 TI have no doubt they will be charged with having 
done wrong in retaining office by a small majority for anumber of months-- 
nay,l may say for a year or two--(hear, hear); still, there are prece- 
dents where others have done the same thing. Look to the time of Mr. 
Pitt,when he was beaten night after night in the House of Commons, but 
stood by and would not surrender that grand castle--the British Consti- 
tution--which, in his opinion, was attempted to be stormed and destroyed. 
(Cheers and laughter.) And, coming down to a later period, what do we 
see? Lord Melbourne's Administration--a pattern of perfection--an old 
English Whig, like myself--(laughter)--184 although a Whig here meant a 
Toryl85, Here, a man to be liberal must be destructivel86, Lord 
Melbourne's was a liberal ministryl8/7 that...I should have voted for, 

had I been in the English House of Commons. Lord Melbourne held office, 
and transacted the business of the country, through his brother ministers 
and himself188 for a long time with a smaller majority, if they took into 
consideration the difference in the numbers of the members of the Houses, 
than the present Ministry always had.189 And after all, when a dissolu- 
tion did take place, Sir Robert Peel only carried a vote of want of con- 
fidence by a majority of one. Well, Sir, with such precedents as these 
before us --with such examples in English history of such recent date as 
to be within the memory of us all--are my hon. and learned friends on 

the other side to be taunted with corruption, and holding offices impro- 
perly. Sir, they have transacted the business of the country satisfac- 
torily; and I have not the slightest doubt whatever that if they had 
retained office, and allowed the Parliament to die a natural death,190 

as they might have done,191 they would have given infinite satisfaction 
to those who look upon the acts of honest men with anything but a jaundic- 
ed eye. (Ironical cheers and laughter.)192 He would therefore move the 
resolution that an humble Address be presented to His Excellency in reply 
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to his speech. If any member would second it, for he did not know who 
was to do so,193 


A short pause Cie sien 2 | no one rising from the other side of the 
House to second the motionl? 


MR. CHRISTIE--rose from the Opposition benches and ((said))195 "I will 
second it."196 


(16) 
Motton for Mr. Prince moved, seconded by Mr. Christte, 
an Address. That an humble Address be presented to Hts Excel- 


Leney the Governor General, to thank His Excellency 
for his gractous Speech from the Throne: 
To express our grattfication that His Excellency has called us togeth- 
er at so early a pertod after the dissolution of the last Parliament; and 
to assure His Excellenecy:-- 


(a7) 

That we rejoice that he has, during his recent tour through the 
Provinee, met with the most gratifying tndteattons of general contentment 
and prospertty in all the Districts which he vistted: 

That we learn, with the greatest sattsfaction, that steps have been 
taken for placing the Post Office in Brtttsh North Amertca on an timprov- 
ed footing; and that we shall gtve our most anxtous constderatton and 
attention to any measure which may be proposed to effect this important 
Obiect: 

That we receive wtth much pleasure, the tnformatton that a good and 
practicable line of Ratlway between Quebec and Halifax, has been dtscov- 
ered by the officers to whom the exploration Was confided: 

That we unite with Hts Excellency tn the expresston of Soest con- 
cern for the distress and suffering attendant upon last year's tunmigra- 
tion; and we are gratifred to know that Her Majesty's Government have 
bestowed on the subject the most anxtous constderatton, with a vtew to 
the introduction of such provtstons tnto the Impertal Passenger Act, as 
may afford a security against the recurrence of stmtlar disasters. And 
that we shall be happy to co-operate with Her Majesty's Government in 
thetr precautions, by the passage of a Btll, whtch we hope shall have the 
effeet of dtscouraging the tntroduction of diseased and helpless persons 
into the Province, without checktng the tide of healthy immigration which 
so powerfully contrtbutes to tts advancement: 

That we shall be happy to receive the several commmtecattons, on these 
and other important matters, whitch have been addressed to His Excellency 
by Her Majesty's Secretary of State for the Colontes: 

That we shall give our most attentive constderation to any measures 
that may be proposed for embodying the provistons generally appltcable 
to Ratlroad undertakings,--for amending the constitution of the Univer- 
stty of King's College,--for adopting a more equitable mode of Assess- 
ment in Upper Canada, and for the improvement of the system of Judtveature 
tn both sections of the Province: 

That the Accounts of the past year, and Estimates of the present 
year, shall receive our best constderation, and that His Excellency may 
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fully rely on our readiness to grant the Suppltves necessary for the Public 
Service: ; 

That we place every confidence in Hts Excellency's disposition to 
co-operate with us tn all measures calculated to promote the public wel- 
fare: 

That we agree with Hts Excellency, that Canada possesses in stngular 
abundanee the elements of prospertty and soctal happiness--great natural 
capabtlittes--an enterprising, tntelltgent, and raptdly tncreastng popu- 
lation--instttutions fitted to reconcile iltberty with order--and the 
blessing of peace secured to her, under Providence, by the patriotism of 
her sons, and her connexton wtth a State which ts both just and powerful. 
That we belteve that the duty of turning these advantages to account, in 
so far as these objects can properly be effected by Legtslatton, devolves 
upon Parliament, and that we fervently jotn with Hts Excellency tn the 
prayer that we may acquit ourselves of the responstbiltty with fidelity 
and success. 


MR. CHRISTIE19/--said that he had not intended to second the Resolu- 
tion, but as no one had answered to the call of the hon. member for 
Essex, he had done so.198 The time of need was not the time to desert 
a friend or a foe; neither was it a time for reproach. The Ministry had 
fallen. This was no time to cast a stone at them.199 If he had any re- 
proaches to make to the Ministry, he would not take this time to do it--200 
now they were at the end of their power, it was not for him to load them 
with obloquy or reproach, so far from doing so he would201 take his op- 
portunity to point out some of the services done by them to the country; 
and would endeavour to show that they had done more for the good of the 
country than any other Ministry since the Union. Before doing so he 
would mention what measures he considered the ex-Ministers were entitled 
to.credit for, in ordersthatrhe sic) might judse of 'the truth of “his 
statement.202 The hon. member...said he had voted with and against 
both ((the Ministers and the ex-Ministers)) and called upon them to bear 
evidence of his independence of both.203 The ex-Ministers were entitled 
to great credit for the Bills they introduced in 1843, for the regula- 
tion and protection of public meetings, and also for another measure of 
great importance to the country, namely, the election law--there was also 
the Common School Act of Lower Canada, which it is true was not a yery 
perfect one, but still it was a foundation for a better, and a law for 
which he considered they were entitled to great credit; there was also 
the Bill to make the Judges independent of the Crown, another good law, 
but a very lame one, in consequence of no tribunal being created before 
which parties guilty of misconduct could be tried. The next measure was 
the Judicature Act, and he would leave it to them to say whether they 
were improvements or not. He believed that it left them infinitely in 
a worse condition than they were previously; and he trusted that, when 
they came into office again, they would bring forward some new measures 
to remedy their present imperfect system of judicature, and he would give 
them his support. The next measure for which they were entitled to credit, 
was the Census Act, even although a very imperfect one--then there was 
the measure to secure the Province from loss upon the sale of the Sei- 
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gniory of Lauzon, which had prevented that valuable property from being 
sacrificed; and there was the School Act in Upper Canada, for which they 
were entitled to great credit; there was also the Custom Bill which they 
introduced, a bill which would have increased the patronage of the Crown 
to a very great extent, and which they therefore wisely dropped upon this 
being pointed out. They were, he thought entitled to some credit for 
that: he now came to the most important subject of all. They all knew 
that by the Union Act, a civil list was required to be granted by them 

in a manner which he held to be unconstitutional and to be contrary to 
all justice. He thought when the late Ministry came into office, that 
they would do something to get this obnoxious list repealed. But204 al- 
though the Baldwin-LaFontaine party had talked about it, it was but as 
sailors threw a tub to a whale, for they did nothing.205 He found that 
they were all too busy attending to their own interests and to that of 
their friends, for them to do so; and the first session passed over with- 
out their doing anything. The second session they did nothing--the third 
session they certainly did something; but nothing which would intrench 
upon their own salaries, although it did-reduce the salaries of other 
officers of the Government. Seeing that there was no likelihood of their 
doing so, some resolutions were introduced by an independent member of 
the House, at that time, which reduced the salaries of most of the Govern- 
ment officers. But he did not think that they were entitled to any 
credit for that, for at the time they were introduced, when they talked 
of reducing their own salaries, it was “hush, hush," "they could not 
reduce their own salaries." And that, at a time when the salary of the 
Att'y General (East) was between £2,000 and £2,500--of the Attorney 
General (West) about £1,800--that of the Solicitor General (East) about 
£1,000, and that of the Solicitor General (West) £800, besides £100 each 
as Executive Councillors, and yet they claimed great credit for consent- 
ing to these resolutions. But when their successors came into power, 
they took up the subject in a proper manner, and reduced the salaries of 
all, including their own, and that very much to their credit.206 He 
would tell the House of all the good acts of the ministry; plenty, no 
doubt, would be found to relate their bad ones.29/ He would not do so 
because he expected to gain anything by it, but because he thought the 
country was indebted to them, and that he would be ungrateful, if he did 
not return them his thanks for the measures which they passed for the 
benefit of the County he represented. The hon. gentleman here, at some 
length, referred to the great benefits conferred upon his County by the 
Fishery Law, and upon the country generally by the Customs Bill, the Act 
for preventing riots in the vicinity of public works, the Act appropriat- 
ing a sum for expenses of geological survey of the country, the Lower 
Canada Municipal Act, the Act to provide for Elementary Instruction in 
Lower Canada, the Act giving £19,000 for the improvement of the naviga- 
tion of the River St. Lawrence, for each of which measures he thought the 
Ministry were entitled to great credit. There was also, he continued, 
the bill granting the loan of £100,000, for the relief of the sufferers 
by fire at Quebec, for which they had been much abused, and he himself 
did not know whether, after all, it was a very wise Act, but as an act 

of munificence only, they were certainly entitled to praise for it-- 
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there was also another law for which, he considered, the present Ministry 
were entitled to great credit: it was the Act which put Upper Canada on 
the same footing with Lower Canada, with respect to the expense of the 
Administration of Justice--that measure was very unpopular with most of 
the members for Lower Canada; but he thought that the measure, too, was 
founded on justice, and the last thing for which he would refer to for 
which he thought the Ministry were entitled to the thanks of the country, 
was their hearty support of all measures to abolish that burden which 
hung upon our necks, the Feudal Tenure. Again he must give them his 
praise for what they had done to his constituents. They had exempted 
from all duties, those things which were requisite to carry on the fish- 
eries, a favor which he never could obtain from their predecessors, and 
he thought he would be mean if he did not thank the Ministry for it in 
the face of the country. The people of Gaspé were-so thankful for it 
that if any of the Ministers ever begged in that county, he was certain 
that they would find every door open to them for it208; they would be 
fed for the term of their natural lives.209 The hon. gentleman in con- 
cluding210 had a few words to say on that great production--that Golden 
Calf, Responsible Government. As carried on in this Province, what was 
it but the spoil system of the United States. What we have is but the 
inversion of true Responsible Government2l!, a curse to the country... 
nothing but an approximation to the institutions of the neighbourin 
States, to republicanism from which he said, "heaven defend them'212, 


Hear, hear.213 


MR. CHRISTIE ((continued:))--You may hear, hear, as much as you like; 
I want you to hear. Since the late elections what have we heard on all 
sides, but that this one and that one should walk out; that every sub- 
ordinate from a messenger to a magistrate, was quasing (sic) lest they 
should lose their offices. This was anything but British practice, It 
was a disgrace to Responsible Government. Under a just system, every 
subordinate is restrained in office while he conducts its duties with 
honesty, diligence, and propriety. But our system is the reverse of 
this, and214 he would be much mistaken if it did not breed trouble for 
the country before many years elapsed.215 A man now gets into office 
from political agitation; not from merit. Let us look at the expectants. 
There are many, very many, who will be a discredit to the country, He 
cared not whom he might offend. He wanted none of these political agita- 
tors, these brawlers. He wanted men of probity, character, and modera- 
tion, and he could not see these qualities in the candidates for office. 
The Responsible Government going on was a government of faction. Give 
me, concluded the hon. member, give me a man who will herd with no party; 
who will exercise his judgment, and who will vote as he pleases. I take 
this opportunity of telling Hon. gentlemen a few truths, but they may 
depend on it, whenever the member for Gaspé finds a good measure, he will 
vote for it, let who may, bring it forward.216 He assured the hon. gentle- 
men SnDOrn sides, that he entertained nothing but kindness for both of 
them. 


MR. STEVENSON--(Prince Edward)--supported the address218, ((He)) 
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would have had great pleasure in seconding this resolution had the hon, 
member for Gaspé not done so. He then proceeded to give his reasons for 
having confidence in the Ministry219, 


MR. BALDWIN--220 said, Sir, with ee to the hon. and learned gen- 
tleman who moved the (ae Cea tonight2 2) he at all events has shown 
that he has a happy imagination; and being deficient in material on which 
to ground the praise of the present Ministry and the fate of the country, 223 
his fancy has supplied all the beautiful and ane images he could wish. 
It is so, too with the hon. member for Gaspé, 24 who seconded the Ad- 
dress, 225 ((and)) who has assured both sides of the House--these on the 
other side, and those who now on this side may soon occupy seats on the 
other--that he is activated by no feelings of unkindness towards either 

of us. I know not why the hon. gentleman should have thought it neces- 
sary to make such an observation, for,226 with regard to ourselves, I am 
sure that the hon. member for Gaspé may rest perfectly assured that I 
cannot imagine him guilty of any unkindness towards us, and with regard 

to the gentlemen opposite, it is perfectly impossible that he should feel 
any unkindness towards them22’, Did not the hon. gentleman in an earlier 
part of his remarks, even assure them, that if they were reduced to beg- 
ging in Gaspé every door should be thrown open to them228 ((and)) they 
shall always receive alms from him. (Laughter)229 Why the hon. gentle- 
man did not extend the same offer to this side he (Mr. B.) could not 
understand, since he and his friends had always aided the hon. member for 
Gaspé in passing his Gaspé Fishery Bills, and the fifty other useful and 
highly important measures which he always had before the House for the 
benefit of his peculiar constituents. If it was because the hon. member 
conceived the hon. gentlemen opposite to stand in more need of assistance 
in consequence of the trying position in which they were placed, he could 
only say it was a very cruel allusion of the hon. member. 30 Why, then, 
the hon. member should conclude with an assurance to both sides of the 
House that he has no ill will towards them, I am entirely at a loss to 
conceive, unless it be that231 ((Che)) desired to show his consistency--232 
that consistency for which he and the hon. mover of the Address are so 
much admired, 3 --that consistent love which appeared in both hon. gentle- 
men, of looking to those who actually are, or are likely to be, seated on 
the Treasury Benches 234—~a consistency for which both these gentlemen are 
happily distinguished, and I have no doubt will be as long as they have 
seats in this House. (Hear, hear, and laughter). With respect to the 
proposition with which the hon. member for Essex started--if I understand 
him to insinuate that the person who drew up the amendment to the Address 
was deficient in respect for the head of government who delivered that 
Address--all I can say is, that it is a bad specimen of the constitu- 
tional knowledge of the hon. and learned gentleman to impute any part of 
that speech to any other source than that which I take to be the true con- 
stitutional rule--namely, that it must be treated by this House as the 
speech for the Ministers of the Crown. (Hear, hear.) If the hon. and 
learned gentleman had only read his primer upon the constitution of this 
country, he would have known that to impute any part of that speech, ex- 
cept as proceeding from the235 Responsible Ministers23© of the Crown, is 
not consistent with Parliamentary usage in the Mother Country, or with the 
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usage which has been received here since the adoption of British Goyern- 
ment in the country. (Hear, hear.) The speech from the throne is to. be 
dealt with as proceeding from the Ministers of the Crown--the paragraph 
which we propose to amend being introduced into it on their responsibi- 
lity; and answering which we are treating a proposition of theirs, and 
not of the head of the government. (Hear, hear.) The hon. and learned 
gentleman forgot to remark that the time at which His Excellency's tour 
through the Province took place was at a period prior to the late gene- 
ral election (hear, hear); and while in one breath he admits that the 
result of these elections has shown that the people of this country are 
not satisfied with the affairs as they stand, he expressed surprise in 
the next at any proposition in the amendment to that Address, which 
should protect ourselves from the imputation of admitting a state of con- 
tentment which the result of the late election completely denies. (Hear, 
hear.) He began with admitting, as did also the seconder of the Address, 
the entire defeat which the Ministers and their partizans and supporters 
had experienced throughout the country at the late election. This being 
admitted to be the case, it is obvious that any paragraph intended to con- 
vey an assurance that the people of this country, prior to the general 
election--the period referred to in the speech from. the throne--were in 

a state of prosperity and contentment, is not borne out by the result of 
these elections; for if such had been the state of BE e sor and content- 
ment, then,23/7 the result would have been different 38 ((and)) there 
would have been no necessity for introducing this amendment, which dec- 
lares that the hon. gentlemen opposite no longer possess the confidence 
of this House or the country at large. (Hear, hear.)239 We could not 
admit that in the earlier! part of the Address, which in ‘the conclusion 

we repudiate. 240 Therefore all the eloquence of the hon. and learned 
gentleman on that portion of the amendment was entirely thrown away. His 
objection was founded on an unconstitutional view of the speech itself; 
and,in the next place, he did not, or would not, see the inconsistency 
which would necessarily have followed from our adopting the language of 
the Address which the Ministers have chosen to put into the mouth of the 
Representatives of the Crown with regard to the prosperity of the coun- 
try. (Hear, hear.) The hon. gentleman admits that the farmer does not 
receive a remunerating price for his wheat; and perhaps he might also 
recollect another important interest in this community, which, by the by, 
has been entirely overlooked in the speech from the throne241 and which, 
certainly, has not been remarkable for its prosperity.242 Not even a 
passing reference..,((had)) been made to the commercial distress so exten- 
sive and severe during the past year. The hon. gentleman, while he figures 
to himself the hospitalities of the Grange, and the splendour of the fine 
city of Toronto, forgets the sad scene which many of the counting houses 
of our merchants depict—-(hear, hear)243, He had conjured up by the art 
of his imagination all sorts of beautiful things, and out of them has 
manufactured what he calls the prosperity of the country.244 ((He)) has 
forced himself to admit that the farmers of the country are not in the 
receipt of a remunerating price for their grain, and this in a speech in 
which he condemns us in being cautious in admitting a state of prosperity 
and contentment. The hon. gentleman has then descanted, and so has the 
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hon. and learned member for Gaspé at great length on a variety of measures, 
for which he chooses to give credit to the present Ministers, and compared 
them with what he considers the short comings of the late Administration. 
But the hon. member for Gaspé, with all his love for the late Administra- 
tion, both prospective and retrospective, (laughter) forgot altogether, 

no doubt in perfect candour (laughter), to show the perfect impartiality 
with which he wished to treat the subject, to remind the House that the 
late Administration245 held power only thirteen months, with two half 
Sessions of Parliament--while the present ministry had been in office 

four years and three months, with three full Sessions:and after all the 
very comparison instituted was very favourable to the late Administra- 
tion.246 They carried through no complete session of the Legislature 
(hear, hear), although he speaks of what they did not do in the second, 
and, I believe, of what they did not do in the third session of their 
Administration24/7 there being in fact no third session at al1.248 (Hear, 
hear, and laughter.) The hon. gentleman shakes his head, but these cer- 
tainly were his words. (Hear, hear.) I am willing, however, to take 

this retraction of them.249 He ((Mr. Baldwin)) thought the hon. member 
rather prejudiced in favour of the men who had done so much for Gaspé. 230 
Sir, in the long array of bills which the hon. and learned gentleman has 
brought forward with that love for his constituents25l which no one can 
admire more than I do (laughter), we find that the Gaspé Judicature bill, 
the Gaspé Fishery bill, and the Lord knows how many other Gaspé bills 
(laughter) 252 which he makes to constitute the great merit of the Adminis- 
tration. He is right to give this prominence to the advantages conferred 
on his constituents; for the pertinacity with which they have stuck to 

the hon. member, is only equalled by that with which he has stuck to the 
Ministry, even in their hour of need--a pertinacity, however, which might 
not be so conspicuous, had the numbers been clearly balanced instead of 
the majority being overwhelming. 253 The hon. member for Gaspé also refer- 
red to the subject of the reduction of salaries, and has given credit to 
the present Ministers, as if they were the sole originators of the pro- 
position connected with that subject2>4, although he is obliged to acknow- 
ledge that he had heard something which was sent to the authorities at 
home on the subject.255 Now if the hon. member would recollect, I don't 
want to deprive him of the credit of bringing in the resolutions to which 
he referred; but if he had read the communications which were made to this 
House by the Head of the Government with reference to that subject, he 
would have found that it was one of the first things which occupied the 
attention of the late Ministry. (Hear, hear.) The hon. member for Gaspé 
well knows that the subject of the Civil List was one which, particularly 
in this section of the Province, had for years and years produced most 
important collisions between the Home government and the Government of the 
Province--he knows well the jealousy with which the Home Government were 
hostile to any attempt to alter that provision or any movement towards 
it--he knows very well that nothing could be more important in order to 
accomplish the removal of that most unconstitutional and unjust provision 
of the Union Act, than as a first step to procure from the Home Govern- 
ment such an assent to a movement upon the subject as would be likely to 
lead to their acquiescence in it. If that had not been done the conse- 
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quence would have been, that they, particularly in the hands in which 

the Government then was, would have become alarmed, and supposed, that 
instead of desiring to remove the evils which fell on the country, we 
were desirous of making it a mere matter of agitation, which, I can 
assure the hon. member for Gaspé, I have as little inclination to do256 
as he, or25/ the present Ministry or any other member of this House. 
(Hear, hear.) What I desire is, by the application of those talents 
which Providence has blessed me with to bring about for my country prac- 
tical relief and reform,258 and when I see that these are to be accom- 
plished by reference to others having the power to carry them out, Il 

am desirous to lay, through them, a proper foundation for ultimate suc- 
cess.259 This was the course which the late Ministry, when in office, 
pursued; and does the hon. gentleman imagined that the present Ministry 
derived no benefit from the foundation laid by their predecessors? (Hear, 
hear.)260 No Ministry could do more--none were more sincerely desirous 
to succeed in the object than we were; and if the present Ministry have 
carried through such a bill, it is because others have laid the founda- 
tion.261 Sir, I think the present Ministry would require the credit of 
all that can be fairly given to them, and a great deal more.to sustain 
them, as the late election shows, in the confidence of the people and 

of this House. I don't want to deprive them of one sprig of.the chap- 
let which the hon. member for Gaspé and others have placed upon their 
brows, but the Ministry that first took steps in this matter was the 
late Ministry, of which I had the honor to be one. (Cheers.) The hon. 
member for Essex has told me of the importance of the measures proposed 
in the speech262 and of their value to the country; he spoke of them 

as if they were measures to be carried, whoever was at the head of the 
Government. That was certainly a poor compliment to the hon. gentleman's 
friends; but I am not surprised at it, for none of these subjects are 
new.263 He has descanted on the importance of the Post Office reform, 
and that it will be a subject of consideration in this House--—264 is 

it fresh?265 He has told us of the University bill, the Assessment 

bill, and the King's College bill. Is this the first opportunity which 
the hon. member for Essex has had of calling attention to these subjects, 
or that the hon. gentlemen opposite have had of considering these ques- 
tions, and being prepared with measures for the settlement of them? 
(Hear, hear.)266 The hon. member and the country know that they were 
all under consideration267 for years and years268 by the late Ministry, 
and that every measure which the present Ministry has. promised,--promis- 
ed session after session--it has uniformly failed to perform.269 It 

was with the promise of these that they went to the election in 1844; 

and these measures have been alluded to in every speech from the. Throne 
from that period down to the present time, and yet now, at this period, 
the hon. gentleman calls upon us not to support the Ministers of the 
Crown in the measures they have proposed, but hopes that their successors 
will take up these important questions, showing, after all, the little 
confidence he has in the present Ministry, as a means of settling these 
highly important measures, (Hear, hear.)270 The hon. member has spoken 
of one hundred and ten bills passed during the last session; and the hon. 
member for Gaspé had mentioned more particularly the hundred and eleven 
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measures--I was going to say--for this county. (Laughter.) But what 
sort of measures were they?2/1 From the measures the hon. member had 
named, he thought he must have been rather hard run to find good ones.272 
There was the Proscription Act, which the hon. gentleman spoke of as 

most valuable; there was the Forgery bill, the Act with regard to persons 
killed by accidents, the Insolvent Debtors Act; what are all these great 
measures which he spoke of as matters of so much importance? The hon. 
member for Essex, the English gentleman (laughter,) the English lawyer, 
he surely recollects that these are mere copies from English Acts (hear, 
hear,) which the hon. gentlemen opposite had the important and laborious 
duty of directing one of their clerks to copy from the Statute Book in 
the library, altering them so as to suit the Colony. (Hear, hear.) Sure- 
ly the hon. and learned gentleman so well read in English law, so well 
acquainted with all the improvements in the system, must be aware that 
all these valuable measures are but copied from English Acts of Parlia- 
ment.2/3 So hard run was the hon. member that he was compelled to have 
recourse to the hon. member for Frontenac's masters and servants’ act 

of last session, which, in the doubtful position of his friends, the hon. 
gentleman lent to them to make out the catalogue of their merits2/4 put 
which was entirely remodelled in Committee.275 (Laughter.) But, Sir, 

I will not detain the House further by dwelling upon the list of measures 
which, after all that has been said, turn out, for the most part, to be 
measures copied from English Acts of Parliament (hear, hear,)2/76 ((and)) 
which, were they all due to the Ministry, would be as nothing in compari- 
son to the measures of real importance they have neglected.2/7 I have 
had on more than one occasion to regret the necessity of moving an amend- 
ment to a speech from the Throne, because I have, as a general rule, been 
anxious that the speech should contain allusions to such subjects as would 
enable the representatives of the people278 to be unanimous in correspond- 
ing to the words of the speech. On the present occasion, I feel no such 
difficulty. The Representative of the Sovereign, acting on the advice 

of the Administration, as we have been assured by2/9 the Attorney Gen- 
eral West, in a previous debate,280 and as I have no disposition to dis- 
believe, for I love the constitution too much to desire to doubt that 

it has been adhered to, though I must here remark that I think. the hon. 
gentlemen opposite were too sensitive to newspaper rumours, especially 

to such an one as that alluded to,--the Representative of the Sovereign, 
acting on constitutional advice has dissolved the last Parliament and 
appealed to the people281 for the purpose of taking the opinion of the 
people on the state of the country, and as a necessary consequence, on 
the confidence which they felt in the Ministers of the Crown282, It has 
been admitted283 by the mover and seconder of the address on this occa- 
sion284 that that opinion has been given against them?®>. I therefore 
feel no regret in moving this amendment, for not only is it a duty which 
I owe my Sovereign and the people, but as a matter of courtesy to the 
gentlemen opposite; they have appealed to the country in a constitutional 
manner, and it is due to them and to the country that the answer to that 
appeal should, at this the earliest possible opportunity, be distinctly 
and clearly laid before them. The hon. member for Essex will find that 
in doing so I have followed the precedent set in the case of the Reform 
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Ministry in 1841286, and I have even used the same words to be found 

in those English precedents which I am always desirous of following. 287 
Why then should he, with his knowledge of the English Constitution, be 
surprised that such a course should be taken, and should cavil at it, 
when I have followed on this occasion English precedents. I say, that 
the hon. and learned member should be surprised, that after such an 
appeal to the country, and such a reply to that appeal, an amendment. 
like this, in accordance with English practice, should have been proposed, 
I am at a loss to conceive, unless he supposed that his eloquence and 

the eloquence of the hon. gentleman who seconded. the motion, and of Her 
Majesty's Ministers, would have such an effect upon the House as to pre- 
vent us from performing that duty which our constituents sent us here 

to perform, and induce us still to repose confidence in the gentlemen 
opposite, who, by their own admission, have lost the confidence of the 
country. (Cheers,)- “Ihave, Sir ,Wse frequently had occasion’ to enterein 
detail into the various measures and acts of commission and omission of 
the hon. gentlemen opposite, that it would be tedious for me to enter 
into them on this occasion, I shall therefore refrain from it, ‘leaving 
that part of the business to be attended to by some of the fresh blood 
which has been infused into the deliberations of this House in conse- 
quence of the appeal which the hon. gentlemen opposite made to the coun- 
try, I shall at the same time, however, briefly refer to what I believe 
to be the grounds upon which Her Majesty's present Ministers have in 

the eyes of the country at large been deemed undeserving of any longer 
retaining their confidence; or shall I say undeserving of ever having 
had their confidence (hear, hear;) for I do not believe they ever had, 
strictly speaking, the confidence of the country at large. (Hear, hear.) 
It is true that, by a variety of circumstances, they obtained a majority 
of one or two at the commencement of the last Parliament--288 which we 
were told last year, was as good if it were of one, as of twenty; yet it 
was obtained under circumstances and by means that satisfy me that they 
never had a fair majority from the country at large.289 (Hear, hear.)-- 
That is, of the great majority of the constituents-—-the electors-—-of 

the country: therefore, Sir, I was wrong when I spoke of the result of 
the Last’election being that) of withdrawing sthe-coniidence of the coumtry 
from the Ministry, although undoubtedly it had the effect of withdrawing 
the confidence of this House from them. And, Sir, with respect to the 
principles upon which any Ministry can claim the confidence of the coun- 
try and the House, the very first question asked by the lover and the 
respecter of the constitution would be as to the manner in which the 
persons in power obtained that power? (Hear, hear.) By the first and 
greatest statesman of the mother country this has always been a prominent 
consideration in enquiring how far any Ministry are entitled to the con- 
fidence of the country. (Hear, hear.) If they have not in the first 
instance obtained power in a constitutional manner, that is sufficient to 
deprive them of the confidence of the country290 or at least to make. the 
country suspicious of them. Now, I believe the manner in which the pre- 
sent Government obtained their power in 1843--speaking of the various 
individuals that have composed it since that time as one Ministry--has 
largely contributed to the result of the late elections.291 (Cheers. ) 
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The manner in which they obtained power was not that which the British 
Constitution recognizes; it was not that by which any of the great 
statesmen of the mother country, whose names stand high in the histori- 
cal records of their country, have sanctioned its being obtained. Those 
who have so obtained it--although their great talents may have enabled 
them ultimately to sustain themselves--have always been condemned for 

the manner in which they came to power. But with regard to the means 

by which the hon. gentlemen opposite obtained the position they now 
occupy, was it in consequence of a great change in public opinion, of 
which they were the representatives?--was there any great question be- 
fore the Province on which they taking one.view and the Ministry the 
other, they obtained the voices of the people? No! but in consequence 
of an attempt on the part of the Head of the Government to prostrate 

the very principles on which they themselves have professed to carry on 
the Government--to conduct the Government upon principles entirely incon- 
sistent with the constitution, which he professed to admit (cheers)292-- 
which in the words of their late leader were the only principles on which 
the Government of the country could be conducted.293 Sir, we were com- 
pelled to leave once because we were not consulted on the appointments 
which were made--a course which their late leader himself declared to 

be unconstitutional.294 What was the language of the leader of the Oppo- 
sition on the subject of the Adjutant Generalship of Militia? It was 
language infinitely stronger, though perfectly right and consistent with 
the constitution, than any which his predecessors had employed--perfectly 
inconsistent with those opinions under pretext of which the prerogative 
was declared to be in danger295. At the elections of 1844, it was rep- 
resented that it had been the purpose ((of)) the late Ministry to deprive 
the Representative of the Sovereign of his constitutional power; and 

by this means the present Ministry were enabled to carry a sufficient 
number of the elections to obtain a majority at the commencement of the 
season. Since then, the people of this country have watched the course 
pursued by the hon. gentlemen opposite--both the principles upon which 
the last Ministry went out and the conduct of the present.Ministers,-—— 
and they have found that they obtained power under false pretences2%6. 
They profess, said he, to adhere. to British principles, but they never 
regarded British practice; they profess one thing--they perform another; 
I do not speak of individuals I speak of them as a whole.297 In respect 
to all the outcry in 1844, they had prostituted their prerogative in the 
appointment of officers far more extensively than had been done by any 
other party in the history of this country.298 They have seen Inspectors 
of Canals, West and East, they have seen the Prince Edward job, under 
circumstances which require only to be mentioned to excite indignation 
from Kingston to Hamilton. The Administration too has been seen to force 
the representative of the Sovereign to retract. the appointment made to 
the hon. member for Hamilton299 in order that they might confer it upon 

a relative of certain members of this House, for the purpose of obtaining 
a party majority300. So far were they from showing amy regard to the 
representative of the Sovereign, that, in the words of the Secretary, he 
was compelled to withdraw his appointment. And yet these are the gentle- 
men who induced the country to believe that we wanted respect for the head 
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of the Government. I wish new members of this House.would refer to the 
strong terms used last Session with regard to that appointment, and they 
would see that the motive was to obtain Parliamentary support in this 
House. These were some of the considerations which the people of the 
Province revolved in their minds301. They have compared these facts with 
the outcry raised against us in 1844, and they have felt that the Ministry 
which had obtained power under such circumstances was not worthy of the 
confidence of the people, and they have sent us here to pronounce a ver- 
dict of condemnation on them for that and other faults. (Hear, hear.) 
Again, Sir, they have watched the manner in which this Administration was 
formed. They have had time and opportunity392 to compare it apart from 

the alarm and prejudice of 1844, and to compare it with303 the conduct 

of statesmen in the mother country, and they have found no parallel in 

that history, from the period of the revolution of 1688 , 304 down to the 
present time395 for the manner in which the arrangements out of which 

the present Ministry grew were completed. They found no precedent for 

the Head of the Government hastening the prorogation of Parliament, with- 
out any responsible Ministry, and without filling up the Executive Council 
for months. They found no head of the Government--no regular formation 

of a Ministry--one Ministry dropping in after another306 instead of the 
whole list being completed at once307. They found that there was actually 
no Finance Minister--no Inspector General at the period of the election308 
from the resignation of its predecessors till the commencement of the 

first Session.399 (Loud cries of hear, hear, hear.)--The people of the 
country found in the history of the Mother Country no example for this 

mode of forming a Ministry; for not only did.they meet Parliament with- 

out an Inspector General, but when he was appointed, he parted from his 
colleagues shortly after upon a question of great importance--one of those 
questions which the hon. member for Essex calls upon the future Ministry 

to settle--he found it necessary in the discharge of his duty to abandon 
them before319 the end of that, their first Session.311 And then what 

was the position of the hon. gentlemen opposite? Why, they were without 

an Inspector General till months after the close of the session. The 
people of this country found no precedent for all this in the Mother Coun- 
try, and they have returned members to this House in overwhelming numbers 
to declare the want of confidence of the country in the present Administra- 
tion. (Cheers.) Sir, another comparison has been made between the hon. 
gentlemen opposite and the Ministries of the Home Government as to the 
material of which this Ministry is composed. When I speak of the materials, 
of course I speak not of the individual talent of any of the gentleman oppo- 
site; I speak of them as a whole--as an Administration claiming to them- 
selves to be in a position to conduct the affairs of the country with ad- 
vantage to the country and with credit. to themselves. The people of the 
country have compared them with the. Imperial Government, and what have 

they found? Sir, you cannot take up a debate3l2 in England313 on a want 

of confidence motion without finding it stated by all parties that the duty 
of a Ministry is not only to give the country good measures, but to protect 
it from bad measures. Why is it that the country places their confidence 
in a Ministry? It is because they deem them capable of exercising a. proper 
influence over the Legislature in forwarding measures calculated to promote 
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the happiness and prosperity of the people, and also in preventing the 
passage of measures calculated to produce injury to the country at large. 
In what respect have the hon. gentlemen opposite showed themselves com- 
petent to the position which they fill? The Administration were divided 
on some of the most important measures before the country. First, with 
respect to the University question, what was their position with regard 

to it? Was not one of their Inspector Generals obliged to resign on 

that question314--a question not rising into importance during the ses- 
sion; but one which had been before the country for years, which had been 
announced by themselves as the most important subject that could be taken 
up, and which was unparalleled in interest except by the question of the 
Clergy Reserves?315 How he came to take office does not appear, as the 
question had been before the country for years. Yet on that important 
question the Inspector General joined the Ministry without an understand- 
ing as to the views of his colleagues, and he was obliged a few weeks 
after to resign office, because he could not concur in their views; other 
members of the Government tendered. their resignations on account of impor- 
tant differences of opinion. The people of this country compared all 

this with the conduct of statesmen in the Mother Country, and could find 
no parallel for it. Did not another member of their body feel himself 
obliged to tender his resignation, because this measure of such vast 
importance was to be read a second time, because this measure was to be 
settled316, at a time when it was declared to be of the utmost conse- 
quence it should be settled31’ to prevent the whole country being thrown 
into confusion? One gentleman goes out, others remain in, and the Bill 
was read a second time, with a sort of understanding among the gentlemen 
opposite, that nothing further should be done with a measure which the 
leader of the Administration had declared to be of such importance. The 
people of this country compared this conduct with the conduct of Ministers 
at home, and have found no instance in which statesmen in the Mother Coun- 
try have acted in the same way. With respect to the manner in which this 
measure of so much importance has been so frequently dealt with, I need 
say little: it is before the eyes of every man. After abandoning it in 
the first session of Parliament, they delayed bringing it forward for 
months after the Head of the Government had refused to hear counsel for 
the college at the bar against it; because if he allowed them to be heard, 
the chance was, that there would not be time to pass the bill in that 
session of Parliament; and, after this, it was again abandoned.318 Six 
weeks passed over in the second session without its introduction, till 

it was forced on the Ministry by one of their friends, who brought in 

the same bill as before. After abandoning this bill, as before, another 
one was introduced in the next session, which turned out as abortive as 
the first.319 This is the mode in which hon. gentlemen opposite dealt 
with this important question; shewing that they have not that unity--that 
firmness of purpose--which is required to enable them to dispose of it 

in a manner advantageous to the country.--So much for the great measure 
which the country expected from them, and which they declared they would 
direct their attention to. Take, then the question of the Clergy Reserves. 
I can understand why a Ministry should have a difference of opinion upon 
questions while they yet remain unsettled in the public mind--whilst it 


188 


yet remains uncertain--whilst public opinion is gradually rolling on and 
concentrating upon any great question;--because the Ministers of the 

Crown ought to be the representatives of public opinion. A Ministry, 

to be efficient and capable of performing the duties of the position 
which they occupy, ought to be those who concur with the great masses of 
the community upon those questions on which public opinion is settled320 
for it was to that end that they are called on to influence the Councils 
of the Sovereign agreeably to the wants and wishes of the people at large. 321 
Now if ever there was a question upon which public opinion is settled, it 
is the subject of the Clergy Reserves. (Hear, hear.) I ask any member 

if he dare go down to his constituents and recommend an investment of 

that property so as to create an ecclesiastical tenantry? No man can pre- 
tend to say that public opinion in Upper Canada is not settled upon this 
question,322 that there is the slightest difference of opinion on that 
question.323 And yet, when that question was mooted in the House, one 

of the Ministers reported in favour of an investment and the other against 
it. The Ministry which, on questions of such vital importance to the in- 
terests of the country--a question, too, on which the mind of the country 
is made up--cannot agree, is not capable of conducting the affairs of the 
Province with honour to themselves or advantage to the country.324 The 
hon. member for Kingston was not then in the Ministry but’ there were those 
who represented his opinions, and these were. separated from their colleagues 
who thought differently. In fact they were pretty.equally divided, and 
the people hearing the leader of the government express so strong an opinion 
in favour of investment have withdrawn their confidence.325 With regard 
to the other measures which the people of the country had reason to expect 
from them--a measure for the amendment of King's College and a measure for 
the settlement of the Assessment Law.326 With respect to the Assessment 
Law, I wish to remind the House that part of the claptrap of the elections 
of 1844 was the abuse of that law. We were accused of bringing in such 

a bill applicable to Upper Canada, while we refrained from doing so with 
regard to Lower Canada: but it was never allowed to go before the public 
that in one part of the Province there was an assessment law to be amend- 
ed, while in the other there had never been. an assessment--nor was it ever 
explained either that the assessment law imposed no new tax, but merely 
regulated the manner in which old taxes should be raised. But well know- 
ing that whoever dealt with this subject, must deal with it in the same 
manner, the hon. gentlemen themselves have introduced their bill in just 
the same shape as we or any other persons must have done. The people have 
observed this; too, and hence the withdrawal of their confidence.327 Then, 
Sir, the people of this country have remarked the course which the hon. 
gentlemen opposite took with regard to the other portion of the Legisla- 
ture. If anything is more important to sustain the constitution aright, 
it is the maintenance of the other House in public opinion... But the hon. 
gentlemen had to bring down a member of that House for the purpose of 
leading them in this328-~a degradation utterly inconsistent with English 
or Constitutional practice, or respect for the other branch of the Legis- 
lature329, I believe that the hon. gentlemen opposite--even now, if they 
dare avow it--would admit that that was a step highly unconstitutional 

and unjustifiable, which nothing but the hard necessity of doing it or go- 
ing out of office could have induced them to accede to. (Hear, hear.) 
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But if they have disregarded the constitution, so have they the laws of 
the land. The people of this country have marked how the hon. gentlemen, 
in direct defiance of an Act of Parliament, and for the purpose of buy- 
ing up Lower Canada, issued an immense amount of scrip to the militiamen 
of that section of the Province--not only without the authority of an 

Act of Parliament, but in direct defiance of an Act of Parliament (Hear, 
hear, hear.)--I do not deny to the militia of Lower Canada the same bounty 
as the militia of Upper Canada; but what I complain of is, that instead 

of its being done by act of Parliament, as it ought to have been done, it 
was done by a mere unauthorized330, outrageous33l act of the Governor, 

at a time when a Ministry was but partially composed, and when the general 
election was coming on, at which it was hoped that the people of Lower Can- 
ada would be purchased by the grant of that scrip. (Hear, hear.) Sir, I 
understand how a Ministry feeling a great public necessity should overstep 
the bounds of law for the public safety. When an enemy is at the door, 

a Ministry must not look to what is strictly legal: they must do what is 
safe; and I should be ever ready, not only to relieve them from the res- 
ponsibility they had assumed, but to thank them for it. But what was the 
necessity that this act should be done by the mere prerogative of the Exe- 
cutive Government? In 1843, '45, or any other year before or since, there 
was no such necessity: the delay of a year could make no difference when 
compared to the outrage upon Parliament. (Cheers.)332 Then, again, if 
rumour speaks true, a most important act for Lower Canada, requiring, 

too, all the influence of the public men to-support it, has been opposed 
at the instigation either of the actual members of the Government, or 

at least, of those, who ought to have their confidence.333 The people 
have watched, too, the expression of opinion which the hon. gentlemen 
have used with respect to one another; they have watched the correspon- 
dence which has been laid before the public with respect to strengthening 
themselves in this House and the country; and they have seen that fifteen 
months after the accepting of office by a later distinguished member of 
the government, another member of that government declared that the with- 
drawal of that member from the administration was essential to its strength. 
What confidence can the country have in such men? I have never failed 

to express my approbation of the conduct of the hon. member for Simcoe 
(Mr. Robinson;) I admired the independence of spirit with which he threw 
up office, but I know not how he could so soon go back again. I can as- 
sure that hon. gentleman that the remembrence (sic) of the many years of 
affectionate334 social335 intercourse passed with him, made me sincerely 
regret to see him return, and in an inferior place, to the Ministry. The 
people of the country watched all this, there were indications of unsound- 
ness in the very ground work upon which the administration stood, and 
showed the necessity of withdrawing public confidence from them. What 

do we see with respect to the conducting of the business of this House? 

In England it always has been for years and years an evidence of the weak- 
ness and incapacity of a Minister of the Crown to refer their measures to 
a committee; it is done by a weak minister to escape the responsibility of 
the measures that he introduces336, After forming their plans, this minis- 
try has referred them to committees selected from their own friends, and 
then allowed them to die a natural death, as they would say; as I would 
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say, have allowed them to be smothered.33/7 What was the course which 
this ministry pursued with respect to their measures? what was their 
course with respect to their Assessment measure in 1845? After having 
brought in the bill, and received the support of this side of the House, 
we voting for the second reading of it, although we then thought it did 
not go far enough, in consequence of some disagreement between themselves 
and their supporters, notwithstanding all the assistance they were likely 
to receive from our side of the House, they sent the measure to a special 
committee;338 but without any instruction for the Committee to make a 
speedy report, or any attempt to get the Bill out of their hands.339 

And what more did we hear of it? No exertion was made by the Ministers 
of the Crown to get it out of that committee, but here it was allowed 

to rest, and we heard no more of it till the next. session, when it was 
again brought up and read a second time and abandoned. Is that the mode 
of conducting the public business? Was that the way in which the late 
Ministry acted during the short session that they held office under the 
Crown? Is that the way in which any ministry which deserves the confi- 
dence of the country ought to behave in this House? (Hear, hear,) The 
Ministers of the Crown ought to possess such a majority as will enable 
them to pass their measures. (Hear, hear.)340 In England, Ministers 
will not carry on the Government with majorities of one; nor do they 
think they have proper respect for themselves or the country if they re- 
main in power, except with a majority to give effect to their own views, 
of what is important for the good of the country. There are many other 
things, which, no one can doubt, have excited indignation during the 
continuance of last Parliament. The treatment of the elections for Leeds, 
Montreal, and other places were repudiated, and deservedly so by the coun- 
try at large341, But while these are the grounds of which the country 
has sent a large majority to this House for the purpose of withdrawing 
from the present administration any semblance of confidence which their 
small majority in the last Parliament enabled them to claim. I look upon 
this vote as involving much more important considerations than the rise 
or fall of any ministry or any party. (Hear, hear.) This, Sir, will 

be the first time, if this vote as TE haye no doubt itewill be, is, carried 
in the affirmative; this is the first time in the history of this Proy— 
ince in which that great step has been taken in obtaining that influence 
over our Executive Government, which the people of this Proyince has been 
claiming through years and years of past struggle; this will be the first 
occasion upon which such an effect will have been given through a vote 

of the Representatives of the people. (Hear, hear.)342 In 1842, a 
change took place, which resulted from a threat to carry such a vote as 
that now proposed; but the weight which will be attached to the vote it- 
self will be infinitely greater.343 The vote of this House to-night will 
show whether the people of this country have, in fact, obtained that in- 
direct influence over the Government of their country, which their fellow- 
subjects in Great Britain have obtained since the Revolution344 ((of)) 
1688345 (hear, hear), which is the birth-right of every British subject 
(cheers) 346 in every part of the dominions of the Queen.347 If the re- 
sult of this vote is, that the hon. gentlemen opposite no longer maintain 
the position of the advisers of the Crown, the people of this country will 
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have obtained the first fruits of their long struggle348 ((and)) suf- 
fering349 and it will be demonstrated that the great principle has been 
conceded. This vote will have a still more important consideration350. 

I know that dissimulation has been attributed to the home government-—- 
that it has been said they never intended to grant the concession, or 
rather the claim--for I will never admit that to be a concession which 
was Our right from birth. This will test their sincerity, of which IL 
have never entertained a doubt. If, as I have no doubt, from the char- 
acter of the Representative of the Sovereign, and of the Imperial Govern- 
ment as I understand it, the result of this vote shall call into office 
those who have the majority of the voices of the. people351 instead of 

the hon. gentlemen opposite; it will afford an opportunity of testing 
whether the representatives of the Imperial Government in this country 
are prepared to give all equal advantages to the representatives of the 
people whether they belong to one side of the House or the other. (Cheers. 
For myself, I have no doubt that the result of this vote will be what 

I anticipated--I have no doubt that the Mother Country has made up her 
mind that this great colony and the other colonies possessing a consti- 
tution, shall hereafter be governed on British principles and in accord- 
ance with British practice (cheers)--I have no doubt that the effect of 
this vote will be to prove to the country at large352, to our sister colo- 
nies, and to the world, that the management of our local affairs- has been 
honestly placed in our hands.393 I look upon it that there is a most 
important consideration growing out of the vote which will be taken this 
night--important not only as settling a question always heretofore held 

to be uncertain in many minds, but as34 confirming the means of accom- 
plishing reforms by the regular application of constitutional principles 
and practice.355 Upon these grounds I feel proud, at this late period 

of my political career, of having the opportunity to-night of being the 
mover of an amendment356 ((which)) would assure the country and himself 
that we not might hope for Constitutional Government35/--which, I believe, 
will have the effect of deciding this question and satisfying the country 
Ole the weruth ot this principle, and: that. there is no difficulty in the 
application of it. -(Cheers.)358 1 feel proud...of carrying such a. point, 
after long struggles...during which I have always confided in the upright- 
ness of the Imperial Government, (loud cheers. )359 
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The Honorable Mr. Baldwin moved in amendment, seconded by the Honor- 
able Mr. LaFontaine,360 that the words tn the said motton:--"That we 
rejotce that he has, during his recent tour through the Provinee, met 
with the most gratifying indications of general contentment and prosperity 
tn all the Districts whieh he visited," be struck out, and the following 
inserted tn lteu thereof:--"That we rejotce that Hts Excellency derived. 
so much satisfaction from the tour whitch, during the recess, he was en- 
abled to make through the Provinee;" and that the words in the satd Mo- 
tion: -- 

"That we agree with His Excellency, that Canada possesses tn stngu- 
Lar abundance the elements of prospertty and soctal happtness--great 
natural capabiltties--an enterprising, tntelltgent, and raptdly tnereas- 
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ing populatton,--tnstttuttons fitted to reconerle lyberty with order, 
and the blessing of peace secured to her, under Propidence, by the pat- 
riotism of her sons, and her connexton with a State which vs both just 
and powerful. That we belteve that the duty of turning these advantages 
to account, in so far as these objects can properly be effected by Legts- 
lation, devolves upon Parliament, and that we fervently joiun with His 
Excellency tn the prayer that we may acqutt ourselves of the responsvbir- 
lity with fideltty and suecess," be struck. out, and the following sub- 
stttuted tn lieu thereof:--"That with the possession tn stngular abun- 
dance of the elements of prosperity and soctal happiness,--resulting 
from her natural capabilities; her enterprising, intelligent, and raptd- 
ly tnereasing population; from Institutions whteh tn thetr matn charac- 
teristics are so well fitted to reconeile ltberty with order; and from 
the blessings of peace secured to ner, under Providence, by the patrtottsm 
of her sons, and her connexion with a State whteh ts both just and power- 
ful,--Canada requires only that these advantages should be turned to 
account by an equitable and constitutional Government, and by wise and 
practical legislation, to secure those blessings permanently to her 
people: 

That we feel deeply the responstbtltty devolving upon Parltament 
in the endeavour to accomplish these tmportant objects; and we cordtally 
otn with Hts Excellency tn the prayer, that we may acquit ourselves of 
hat responstbility with fideltty and success: 

That we feel tt, however, to be our humble duty to submit to Hts 
Excelleney, that tt ts essential to the satisfactory result of our delt- 
berattons on the tmportant subjects to whitch Hts Excellency has been 
gractously pleased to direct our attentton, and on other matters of 
publte coneern, that Her Majesty's Provinetal Admintstration should 
possess the confidence of thts House and of the Country,--and respect- 
fully to represent to His Excellency that that confidence ts not repos- 
ed tn the present Advisers of Hts Excellency." 


MR. INSP. GEN. CAYLEY--se leva. I1 offrit d'abord la parole a M. 
LaFontaine361, 


M. LAFONTAINE--refusa. 362 
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MR. INSP. GEN. CAYLEY363--I rise, Sir, to oppose the amendment pro- 
posed by the hon. Member for the North Riding of York, and to reply to 
the charges brought by that hon. Member against the Administration. The 
hon. Member has endeavoured to show that the opinion of the country, as 
expressed by the result of the late elections, is, in fact, the verdict 
of the country on the issue taken between the late Administration and 
Lord Metcalfe. JI cannot so view it, nor will the Province in my opinion, 
so view it; that decision was pronounced in 1844, nearly 12 months after 
the late Administration had resigned office, when the country had had 
time to consider the points at issue between them and the late Lord 
Metcalfe, and the measures which they had introduced into that House-- 
namely, the Secret Societies and Party Procession Bills, and the Univer- 
sity and Assessment Bills, and the result of the elections shewed that 
the country had decided against them. The hon. Member for the 4th Riding 
of York had told the House that, on comparing our career and policy as an 
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Administration with the course followed by Ministers at home, he has 
((been)) found as utterly wanting and inefficient. I propose to adopt a 
more humble comparison, and measure our career with that of the Adminis- 
tration which preceded us. In pronouncing on a question of merit, it is 
desirable to have some guage (sic) or standard by which to test it, and 
hon. gentlemen opposite cannot object if I propose to take their acts 
and policy as the standard by which our merits and demerits are to be 
tested. In adopting this course I shall follow the example set by my 
hon. friend the member for Gaspé, and refer to the more prominent acts 
which have been introduced during the last five Session of Parliament. 

I do not agree in the view taken by the hon. Member for the Fourth 
Riding of York, that they had but a portion of two Sessions in which 
they had the opportunity of bringing forward their measures. They com- 
menced that career in 1842, with a larger majority even than was shown 
on the late occasion, the election of Speaker; indeed, in the first 

four or five divisions, the minority never exceeded 8--generally ranged 
from 4 to 5. The largest minority was shown on the vote to remove the 
seat of Government to Lower Canada; a vote for which the hon. member 
will ever be remembered in Western Canada, as having advocated a proce- 
eding in direct violation of the terms on which the Union of the Prov- 
ince had been based364, 


Oh, oh from the opposition. 365 


MR. INSP. GEN. CAYLEY ((resumed:))--yes in direct violation of the terms 
on which that Union had been based. The Parliament of Upper Canada assent- 
ed to the Union, on the condition that the seat of Government should not 
be removed from Upper Canada; the assent was acted on, and the condition 
disregarded. The administration of 1842 had the opportunity of prolong- 
ing the Session until they had introduced such measures as they might 
consider beneficial to the Country. They did not adopt this course, 
but, after a short Session, they prorogued the House promising, if I am 
not mistaken, to call them together again at an early day; did they do 
so? No; they took nearly the utmost limit the law allowed them. The 
second Session was a Session of two months, equal in duration to the 
Session of 1847, when more bills were passed than any other preceding 
Session since the Union. The most important act of the Session of 1847, 
indeed the only act to which I am prepared to give that term (I shall 
be happy to be corrected if I am in error) was an Act to provide for the 
freedom of elections, taken from an Imperial Act of the British Parlia- 
ment, and adapted to the circumstances of the Country, and for which I 
am prepared to give every credit to the hon. member for the Fourth Riding 
of York. The most prominent Acts of the Session of 1843 were, first, 
three Acts affecting the judicature of Lower Canada introduced by the hon. 
member for Montreal (Mr. LaFontaine) namely to make better provision for 
the administration of Justice in Lower Canada; for the establishment of 
a better Court of Appeal in Lower Canada; and for the summary trial of 
Small Causes in Lower Canada; bills which so thoroughly satisfied the 
hon. member who introduced them, that he has successfully resisted all 
attempts which have subsequently been made to improve the administration 
of the Law in that section of the Province. The next Act on the list is 


194 


the Independence of Parliament Act, also introduced by the honourable 
member for Montreal, and for which I am prepared to accord to the hon. 
gentleman the full credit to which he was entitled. This Act is also 
al-transcript®, if (lomay™so “term “tt; of a British Act ote raritament. sacapr— 
ed to be the circumstances of the country, but somewhat more extended in 
its provisions, as by it the whole Clergy of the Province were disfran- 
chised--a disability which, I am happy,to say, we had it in our power 

to remove at a subsequent period. The hon. Member for the 4th Riding of 
York also introduced several Bills, namely an Act to restrain party pro- 
cessions, one of the happy provisions of which was to declare, the Union 
Jack of England, our national banner for a thousand years, to be a party 
colour forbidden to be used by the subjects of the Queen in their festive 
processions--for this Act a large portion of Upper Canada, no doubt, feel 
deeply indebted to the Hon. Member. The next Bill, I am glad I have not 
to term it an Act, was for the discouragement of Secret Societies--a Bill 
with which the name of the Hon. Member for the 4th Riding will long be 
connected and which had no inconsiderable influence on the elections of 
1844. The last Act of that Administration to which I shall refer, was 

to provide for the holding of orderly meetings--an Act, which, I under- 
stand, from what fell from the Hon. Member for Gaspé, has been of great 
use in Lower Canada. Here then, we have the result of the Legislative 
wisdom of the strongest Government which Canada has ever seen;--a great 
gun from the Hon. Member for the 4th Riding of York,--the Act to provide 
for the freedom of elections--a greater gun from the Hon. Member now for 
Montreal, termed "The Independence of Parliament Act,''--three Acts from 
the latter Hon. gentleman, affecting the Administration of the Law in 
Lower Canada, which, there is little doubt, this, or the next Session 

of Parliament, will see repeated, or greatly amended, and three measures, 
viz., "The party processions," "The orderly meeting," and "The secret 
societies Bills," introduced by the Hon. Member for York, which do as 
little credit to his head as°to his heart. I will now turn to thé mea— 
sures which the present Administration have introduced, and which the 
Hon. Member for the 4th Riding has endeavoured to stigmatize as mere 
transcripts of the English Law. In reference to this observation, I have 
to remark, that whether good laws are good in substance and principle, 

or are adaptations of enactments, passed in other countries, to the state 
of things here, great credit is due to those who have given their time 
and ability to search out and adapt those laws to the state and condition 
of our country, for the purpose of having a good code of laws for our gov- 
ernment and protection. The first Bills which I shall name, were intro- 
duced by my Hon. friend, the Attorney-General for Canada West, and which 
I shall simply enumerate, as the Hon. Member will probably desire to re- 
fer to them more at large than I can pretend to do, during the debate, 
viz., "An Act to regulate the practice in District Courts in Upper Can- 
ada;"" "To make regulations for holding Courts of Assize, and of nisi Prius, 
oyer, and terminer, and general jail delivery;" "To amend an Act to repeal 
the laws for the recovery of small debts in Upper Canada;2 "The amend- 
ment of the criminal law." An Act introduced by our late colleague, Mr. 
Papineau, for "Elementary Instruction in Lower Canada;" also several mea- 
sures introduced by Mr. Draper, namely, "An Act to amend an Act, to amend 
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and consolidate the laws regulating the practice of District Courts," 

the "Militia Law," and the "Municipal Authorities Law." In reference 

to the subject of the Act which I had last named, I understand that the 
Hon. Member for the 4th Riding took credit, at the late elections for 

the support which he had given to the Bill of 1841; but, on reference 

to the Journals, it was found, that he had voted a six month's hoist-- 

a little forgetfulness which not unfrequently occurs in election times. 
Also, a Bill introduced by our late Colleague, Mr. Smith, "for the 
registration ot vessels.” I "notice this Bill, as it was not until it 
became the law of the land that that description of property on our 
inland waters could be effectively represented. Also, several Bills 
introduced by the present Solicitor-General: First, "An Act to consoli- 
date thelaws of forgery," which he begged leave to observe to the Hon. 
Member for the 4th Riding, was not a transcript, and "The Prescription 
ACt, applying to imcorporeal rights. Again, 1 will refer to “An Act 

to defray the expenses of criminal justice in Upper Canada," to which 

the Hon. Member for 4th Riding gave, what I may term reluctant consent, 
but which was an Act of only simple justice to Upper Canada; and, at 

the same time in order to make provision for so serious a charge on the 
Revenues, we introduced the Bill imposing a duty on the distillation of 
»..Spirits--a Bill which, I may remark, operated prejudicially to us at 
the late elections, from the dissatisfaction entertained by many, at the 
imposition of a burden though light, and who appeared entirely to forget 
that this light and more generally divided burden, relieved them of the 
serious charge of defraying the criminal justice expenses. It does not, 
however, unfrequently happen, that benefits are quickly forgotten, while 
grievances are long remembered. The next Bill is for the application of 
the Revenues arising from the Jesuit Estates, to the purposes of educa- 
tion in Lower Canada. To this, also, I might say that the Hon. Member for 
the 4th Riding gave a reluctant consent. At the time when these estates 
fell in to the Crown, Upper and Lower Canada formed but one Province, and 
some hon. members might have considered that Upper Canada was entitled 

to her share of the distribution. The Bill, however, appointed the 
whole to Lower Canada, at the same time not confining the allowance to 
one dominant Church. Very possibly this Bill may be repealed, or very 
greatly changed, and doubtless with the consent of the hon. member for 
the Fourth Riding. I will also name the Copyright and Customs Bills, and 
the Civil List Bill. With reference to the last, I am more inclined to 
adopt the view taken by my hon. friend the member for Gaspé, than the 
version of the hon. gentlemen opposite. There was also the Debenture Bill 
in aid of the Quebec sufferers by fire--a Bill which although it did not 
satisfy the hon. members for Québec, I considered to have offered a large 
and generous aid at a heavy charge to the Province, to those who were so 
severely visited; also a Bill for the provision of the rebellion claims 
in Upper Canada, on which I shall only now make the remark, that the fund, 
(the tavern licences), on which these expenses were charged in Upper Can- 
ada,was, in Lower Canada, applied to municipal purposes. The last Bill 
which I shall refer to, was "to provide for the payments of the warrants 
of the Speaker of the House of Assembly in Lower Canada, amounting to 
£4,500,"' and which was the cause of much opposition to the present admin- 
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istration in Upper Canada; but which, viewing it as I do, as a simple 

act of justice--the payment of a just debt--I shall eyer be ready to 
defend. While I consider the framing of good laws among the first 

duties of the Government, I do not consider it the only duty. There is 

a large amount of official business, or what may more properly be called 
state or council business, which devolves upon the Government and which 
cannot be left unattended to, without serious detriment to the public 
interests. And as a proof of the attention which the present Government 
have given to this portion of their duties, I will read the following 
comparative statement of the business transacted for the three years 
prior to the time when the present Government took office, and of what 
has since been done.--In the years 1841-42 and 43, 3676 cases were dis- 
posed of and 502 left undisposed of by the Administration who preceded 
us; then during the four following years, and to the, 25th Feb. cf this 
year including the period of the removal of the seat of Government, which 
occasioned much interruption to public business, 9815 cases have been dis- 
posed of, leaving a number under forty not reported upon. I will now 
turn to a subject which has been the occasion of frequent attack upon 

the Government--the management of the Customs. It has been charged upon 
the Government that their system has been a most expensive one, and that, 
by the creation of a number of new ports, they have added most seriously 
to the expenses of management. I admit that the expense attending the 
collection of revenue at a small port where little business is transacted, 
is greater than at the larger and more commercial ports; but I contend 
that if we can show that the expense of management and collection of the 
revenue now is no greater in proportion to the amount collected, than it 
was in the years 1841-'2 and '3, then no one would deny that the greater 
facilities given to trade by increasing the number of ports, and the 
opportunities of importing and exporting merchandize and produce, would 
more than justify the policy which we have pursued. The number of ports 
of entry in 1841 was 44; the number in 1847, 63. The gross collections 
for the year, 1844-'5 and '6, amounted to £75,615--in each instance under 
6 per cent--while the great improvement in the amount of the revenue 
collected is more, in my opinion, to be attributed to the change of sys- 
tem, and to the greater vigilance evinced at the different posts, than to 
the operation of any changes in the Customs Laws. As an additional argu- 
ment in favour of the present system, and as shewing in a still stronger 
light the advantage and superiority of it, I have to call the attention 
of the House to the fact, that comprised in the cost of collection for 
the years 1841-'2 and '3, as shewn in the above statement, that portion 
only appears which was paid from the public revenue, while another por- 
tion, not shown, was paid by the merchant and shipowner, and which operat- 
ed as an additional duty or tax on trade, whereas in the statement of the 
expenses of collection for the year 1844-'5 and '6, all salaries and ex- 
penses connected with the department are exhibited, and the whole system 
of fees having been abolished, and I will now quote the former rate of 
charges to shew how onerously the old system bore on the trade. On ves- 
sels, permit to unload, under 5 tons, 1s 3d; over 6 and not over 50 tons, 
2s 6d; over 50 tons, 10s; on a sleigh or cart, 1s 3d; on a raft, ls 3d; 
(and brought by said vessels and carts.) Certificate of having goods paid 
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duty, 2s 6d; every bond for payment of duty, 6s; every clearance, 5s; 
and, to enable the House to form some opinion of what these charges 
might amount to at a single port, I will quote an extract from the re- 
port of Mr. ‘Stanton, the Collector of the port of Toronto for the year 
1846. Vessels entered the port:-- 
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The foreign arrivals bringing 78,791 packages liable to duty, require to 
be verified on the reports made by their masters on their coming into 
port; and the 78,891 packages of goods distributed over 2,497 entries, 
passed by merchants and others, are delivered from the stores by permit. 
The next charge to which I will reply, refers to appointments to office. 
The hon. Member for the 4th Riding has spoken of Superintendents of 
Canals apointed to the East and to the West. We did appoint Mr. Dunlop 
to the Lachine Canal, and Mr. Gowan to the St. Lawrence Canals, but in 
this we closely followed the example set us by the Administration which 
preceded us. Has the hon. Member no recollection of the appointment of 
Mr. Bourne, Member for Rimouski, to the Chambly Canal? or of Mr. Merritt 
to the superintendency of the Welland Canal? In reference to the latter, 
it will be remembered that Mr. Robinson filled that office, and was re- 
moved, not upon a charge of unfitness, no, with the highest compliments, 
but because the office was no longer required; and yet, within a very few 
weeks, Mr. Merritt is appointed to the same office, holds it for a short 
time, and resigns it to save his seat in the House. Is the vacancy again 
filled up? No; a clear admission on the part of hon. gentlemen opposite, 
that the office was not required, and that the appointment was purely 
political. We are not prepared to admit that the office to which Mr. 
Gowan has been appointed, stands in the same category, and whether that 
gentleman be retained or dismissed, as I understand is threatened--the 
responsibility of which will, of course, rest with the hon. gentlemen 
opposite--we shall be prepared to justify the creation of the office. 
Upon the good management of the St. Lawrence Canal, the carrying trade 
from the West to the Ocean, in my opinion, mainly depends, and it will 
require the strictest and closest supervision, together with the most 
careful weighing of the question of raising or lowering toll on each ar- 
ticle of merchandize transported through that channel, to ensure it suc- 
cess. On the Erie Canal I understand there were several officers whose 
duty it is to watch the trade and guard against any diversion of it from 
that line, and it behoves us to be equally guarded in reference to the 
St. Lawrence route. I am not an advocate for the removal of Customs du- 
ties and the imposition of heavy tolls in lieu. By such a course, I con- 
tended that they would drive the carrying trade from the St. Lawrence-- 

a trade which, if properly conducted, will, in a very short space of time, 
double and treble the returns on the Welland, now yielding a revenue exce- 
eding £30,000 a year, and force it (the carrying trade) across the United 
States from Boston and New York to Oswego and Rochester. I am an advocate 
for tolls the lightest possible on the St. Lawrence Canals, so as to give 
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the merchant an inducement to select that route to and from the ocean to 
the interior. Mr. Roblin's appointment has also been charged against 

us. Does the hon. Member forget the instance of Mr. Aylwin in 1842-- 

very nearly a parallel case? Both gentlemen were on election Committees; 
but with this difference, in Mr. Hinck's Committee it was pretty general- 
ly known that he (Mr. Hincks) had abandoned the scrutiny; in Mr. Duggan's 
case, Mr. Aylwin was his nominee; and by the appointment of the latter 

to office, Mr. Duggan lost both his leading advocate, and a vote, and 
subsequently his seat. The election was declared void, and who was his 
opponent when he went again to the Hustings? No less a man than the hon. 
gentleman opposite, Mr. Baldwin who I am happy to say, was defeated in 
the contest; and, if I am not mistaken, was compelled to fall back on 
Rimouski. Again, we have been charged with exhausting the treasury, and 
with having brought the fund to a very low ebb. Do hon. gentlemen remen- 
ber the state of matters when we took office. That our predecessors and 
the Administrations that went before us, had the very pleasant task of por- 
tioning out the loan of a million and a half, £50,000 here and £100,000 
there; and with the most perfect indifference to the terms of the Act, 
which required that every work, before it was entered upon, should be 
carefully estimated, that they dealt out their contracts in the most lav- 
ish manner, pledging the credit of the Province to engagements which 
ultimately were found to require upwards of half a million beyond the 
loan originally raised for their completion: and for which the present 
Administration had to find the funds.--And yet, notwithstanding the dis- 
advantageous position in which we were thus placed, increased by the gen- 
eral depression which had taken place in commercial matters, and the 
cramped state of the money market, we persevered with the public works, 
and brought the most important of them--the chain of the St. Lawrence 
Canals and the Lachine Basins--to completion. Again, we have been charg- 
ed with an undue expenditure in Western Canada, to the prejudice of the 
Eastern section of the Province. A single glance at the public accounts 
will show that by far the heaviest expense has been incurred on what may 
be called the Provincial Work, that is, the great line of communication 
from the Western Lakes to the Ocean, by which Lower Canada and especially 
the cities of Montreal and Quebec have derived by far the greater advan- 
tage, while the improvements of the Ottawa, though called an Upper Canada 
expenditure, are most intimately connected with the trade of Quebec--sup- 
plying the thousand ships which come annually to that port for timber. 
Another heavy expenditure, the necessity of making provision for which 
fell upon the present Administration, was created by the Common School 
Act of 1843, by which it was provided that the School money unexpended 
in>the years 1842 and 1843 might be claimed in subsequent years, in addi- 
tion to the annual allowance. A short reference to the state of the con- 
solidated fund at the commencement of 1842 will explain this. In January, 
1842, the balance at the credit of the consolidated fund was £73,288, and 
in 1843 £79,347, showing an improvement in the revenue, or a saving in the 
expenditure of nearly £6,000. Again, in January, 1844, the balance at 
the credit of the consolidated fund was £115,505, showing an improvement 
of £36,000. From this, however, must be deducted the sum of £26,043 

(see statement, No. 17, in public accounts for 1845) and in 1844 on ac- 
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count of the seryice of the year 1843, showing an improvement for that 
year of £10,000, or, in the two years of £16,000. Now let us examine 
the operation of the Common School Act, brought in in 1843. The whole 
money actually expended in 1842, was £14,493, and for 1843, £10,593, 
forming part of the expenditure just quoted; but by the Bill of 1843, 
authority was given to the superintendent of schools to extend the bal- 
ance between the sums paid out in the years 1842 and 1843, and the an- 
nual allowance of £50,000. The consequence of which was, that in 1844 
and 1845, demands were made for £44,930, for the service of the years 
1842 and 1843, for which no provision had been made, and which could 
not be covered by the surplus of those two years, already quoted, of 
£16,000. The statement which I will now read, will shew the disparity 
of payment for school purposes during several years: 
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Another serious demand upon the public Chest has been created by the 
emigration of last year; and, although there is no reason to apprehend 
that the disbursement made by the Province in providing for the wants 
of the suffering emigrants, will not be ultimately defrayed from the 
Imperial Treasury, the uncovered advances made from time to time have 
been very large, at one time exceeding £80,000, and, at this moment, 
somewhat over £63,000. Yet, as there is no reason to doubt (as I have 
before remarked) that this advance will be repaid, and, as we have not 
anticipated the customs bonds, amounting to nearly £100,000, maturing 
in April, the gentlemen who succeed us will have no good ground of 
complaint that we have placed them in an embarrassing position with re- 
gard to funds. My Hon. friend, the Member for Gaspé, has already ad- 
verted to the great reduction in Ministerial salaries effected, by the 
present Administration; not, as is generally the case, operating pros- 
pectively, but directly by an absolute diminution of our own salaries, 
to which we have cheerfully submitted. Formerly, a salary of £1,000 
was paid in sterling; now, in currency. The Executive allowance has 
been entirely done away with, and several offices abolished. The total 
reduction has effected an annual saving exceeding £4,000. The hon. Mem- 
ber for the Fourth Riding has made an allusion to the Caron correspon- 
dence, which I am prepared to defend--as also our last step, of appeal- 
ing to the country, which had been so severely commented upon by Honour- 
able Members366, 


MR. BALDWIN--"I did not find fault with that proceeding".367 


MR. INSP. GEN. CAYLEY ((continued:))--True, I am in error; I allude to 
the expression of disbelief which fell from an Honourable Member yesterday 
and the insinuation that we had been coerced to that course by a higher 
authority; this charge, if it amounts to any thing, affects the Gover- 
nor-General equally with ourselves, for it implies that an unauthorized 
and most unwarrantable use of His Excellency's name was suffered to pass 
without contradiction. But, dropping that point, I will advert to what 
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fell from the honorable member opposite in reference to the Attorney- 
General West, to the effect that he had departed from the usual and dig- 
nified course, in noticing rumour and newspaper report. Does the honor- 
able member for the Fourth Riding forget what occurred at the commence- 
ment of the last Session, when he thought fit to question the honorable 
member for Hamilton, who had taken his seat as Speaker of the House, as 
to his right to take the chair, justifying the question on the grounds 
of general rumour and newspaper report of his having accepted office? 
Does the hon. member forget the most indecent proceeding (if the term 

is not unparliamentary) of cross-questioning the Speaker in his place, 
touching a conversation which he had held 12 months before with the 

then Governor General, Lord Cathcart, in which the Speaker was an inter- 
ested party, and on which the hon. member founded a resolution censuring 
the Government. To return, however, to the overtures made to the French 
party, I have no doubt as to the propriety of the course adopted by the 
Administration, or as to the right which the Gov.-Gen. had to be made 
fully acquainted with what had transpired prior to his arrival in the 
Province, and which the Confidential Correspondence produced by the hon. 
member for Montreal, without the consent of the writers, did not clearly 
explain. The terms of the last overture, commencing with the Memorandum 
for the Governor-General, have long been before the public, and although 
it has been said that no principle was involved in the question on which 
the negotiation was broken off, I contend, that the point at issue could 
not honorably have been waived by the Administration. The sentiment 
conveyed by Mr. Fox, on a well-known occasion, when he remarked, "that 
wars for points of honor were the only rational and prudential wars in 
which a country could engage,'' was equally applicable to our case; the 
alliance was not desirable and could not have been durable except on 
terms honorable to both. The result of the Elections, although differ- 
ing widely from our expectations, has occasioned, I might safely say, 

no regret amongst ourselves at the course which we have taken. We were 
sincerely anxious to ascertain the views and obtain the support of the 
country to the two important measures, the University and Assessment 
Bills, which we had brought forward; in the latter point we have failed; 
but while we admit that the decision has been adverse to us, we are not 
prepared to allow that it depended wholely (sic) upon the popularity 

or unpopularity of our measures. In Lower Canada, I am of opinion, that 
the Elections turned mainly on the question of the share of power which 
the French population conceived they were entitled to possess in the 
Government.368 La chose est due a l'homogénéité de la population fram 
¢caise, qui, par esprit de nationalité a refusé son appui 4 un ministére 
ou elle ne se croyait pas bien représentée, 369 In Upper Canada we lost 
strength partly in consequence of the dissatisfaction which more general- 
ly prevailed against the two measures to which I have referred; partly 
from the unpopularity of one or two late appointments; and partly from 
the far better organization of our opponents. Having expressed my opin- 
ions on these points, I will conclude with one or two observations on 
the amendment proposed by the hon. member for the Fourth Riding of York. 
It appears to me, while admitting that the Speech is to be held to be 
written with the advice of the Council, that the framer of the amendment 


201 


has ingeniously hit upon the only paragraph which might reasonably have 
been expected to escape his criticism. The passage, stating that the 
Governor-General had made a tour, having been allowed to pass, it will 
strike many as a singular and somewhat novel feature in Responsible 
Government that he is permitted to state, as the result of that tour, 

not what he saw, but what the hon. mover of the amendment saw fit that 

he should see. In my opinion it would have been a preferable course 

to have treated the whole journey as fiction, and to have roundly assert- 
ed the principle, that the Governor-General could constitutionally nei- 
ther travel nor see without the spectacles of the hon. gentleman opposite. 
The hon. member, in his remarks, observed that it was an omission not to 
have alluded to the depressed state of commerce--why, then, was not that 
made the foundation of an amendment? That, it appears to me, would have 
been a more tenable ground of objection, than denying that the Governor- 
General saw what passed before his eyes. Again, I expected that some 
feature of our policy would have been attacked, by which an indication 
would have been of the future course of those about to succeed us. On 
this point I may be permitted, perhaps, to put a question--Is the hon. 
member prepared, in reference to what appeared in his Address to the Elec- 
tors of the Fourth Riding, to advocate a change in the representation of 
the Province, giving a superiority in point of numbers to Lower Canada?3/0 





MR. BALDWIN--I made no such statement.3/l ((I1)) dit qu'il répon- 
drait a ces questions quand il en aurait la responsabilité.372 


MR. INSP. GEN. CAYLEY ((continued:))--I understood that you proposed 
to arrange the representation by some numerical proportion which would 
give to Lower Canada, possessing a large population, a larger represen- 
tation; but I perceive this is a delicate question. I give notice, how- 
ever, that I will take an early opportunity to press for an answer on 
this point.--The honorable gentleman concluded by signifying his inten- 
tion to vote against the amendment .3/3 


MR. PRICE3/74--next addressed the House. He said,--1 should not, Sir, 
have spoken in this debate at all, if it had not been for the course which 
has been taken by the Hon. Inspector General. With regard to the infor- 
mation which he has furnished the House with respect to the Administra- 
tion of my hon. friends around me during 1842-3, I am satisfied the hon. 
gentleman would not have taken the views that he has taken of the acts 
of the late Government, if he had been in public life at the time and 
had watched the acts of that Government--but he was not a politician at 
phe timesg bethererorestake 1t for %eranted that 1@ ie from want of infor 
mation that he has taken these views--his application to the business of 
his office putting it out of his power to inform himself of what that 
Government did during the short period they were in office.3/5 If how- 
ever he had paid attention to the circumstances by which the late Admin- 
istration were surrounded, he must recollect, that3/76 my hon. friends 
came into power some time in October, 1842--that the head of the Govern- 
ment, shortly after their advancement to power, was taken dangerously ill, 
so that he could not attend to the duties of his high office, and that he 
continued so, till death removed him.377 The Session of 1842 he would al- 
so recollect was an extremely short one3/8, The hon. gentlemen went back 
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to their constituents, and immediately after, Parliament was prorogued. 
Coming into power at a moment's notice, they could not be provided with 
measures matured and prepared for the country; and before many great mea- 
sures could be passed through the Legislature by the Government, the 
dispute arose with regard to the question of privilege, whether they were 
to be consulted in appointments to office or not, on which they, rather 
than sacrifice their principles, sacrificed their places, and retired 
from office.3/9 They had however, brought forward some measures, and 
such measures, too, as were for the interest of the Country, to some of 
which the hon. Inspector General had alluded.380 The hon. gentleman will 
allow me to refresh his recollection upon measures that that Government 
intended to pass and had brought into the House38l1, It would...be re- 
collected that the late Ministry were in power for only thirteen months, 
and that they had not even the benefit of a whole session of Parliament382, 
(Hear, hear.) The dispute arose between themselves and the then Governor 
of the Province before any of the great measures could be thoroughly com- 
pleted, for the passing of which they felt themselves bound to their con- 
stituents.383 The hon. Inspector General had stated that the Ministry 
called into office in 1842 had a384 very large majority, much larger than 
they have at the present moment; but he has forgotten that they had pre- 
cisely the same majority then which they have now, for on the motion of 
confidence in the Administration the majority was just 2 to 1. (Hear, 
hear.) It was 16 to 23, and the hon. gentlemen will find in the divi- 
sion this night, if we come to a division, that the majority will be 
about the same--2 to 1. (Hear, hear.) The hon. gentleman alluded to 

the Municipal Corporation bill and I was surprised at the hon. member 
making the remarks that he did on the floor of this House385. How could 
the hon. member say that Bill was theirs?386 He must recollect that, 
while the hon. member for Hamilton opposed that measure, as giving too 
much power to the people, we on this side of the House voted by his side, 
because it would be throwing the whole of the patronage into the hands 

of the Government, enabling them to send a host of spies throughout the 
colony; and these being the grounds on which we opposed the measures, 
does the hon. member mean to say that we are entirely opposed to Munici- 
pal Institutions? The hon. member has charged, if I mistake him not, 

the late Administration, with the appropriation of the £1,500,000 loan. 
Did I understand the hon. member to say that?387 


MR. INSP. GEN. CAYLEY--What I said was, that former Administrations 
had appropriated that sum, and that the present Administration were 
charged with it. 388 


MR. PRICE--You mean to convey that you did not appropriate that money? 
I mean to convey that my hon. friends did not appropriate it either; and 
that it was Mr. Draper and Mr. Daly, and the hon. member for Toronto, who 
voted away that £1,500,000, and that my hon. friends appropriated notone 
single sixpence. (Hear, hear.)389 


MR. INSP. GEN. CAYLEY--The conclusion I drew was this, that whilst oth- 
ers had the advantage of yoting away the money, that upon us only fell the 
difficulty of raising it. . Such an appropriation had been charged against 
himself and colleagues, and he did not wish the Administration to lie under a 
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charge to which they were not obnoxious.391 


MR. PRICE--I understand the hon. gentleman now merely to say that 
that £1,500,000 had been appropriated by some other Government; he does 
not know which, and therefore that their Government had not the money 
to dispose of. (Hear,)--and therefore that they ought not to be charged 
with appropriating the money. 392 He could say that his side of the house 
were clear from that charge also, and393 I should be sorry to charge the 
hon. gentlemen with anything of which they are not guilty; but I charge 
that Government that they have been in power very nearly four years, if 
not four years, and that they have not brought forward one of the great 
measures394 of general importance3?95 which the country looked for and 
which have agitated the country from the period when they went into power 
to the present moment. Again, how were the elections of 1844 decided?-- 
how were these elections carried? The Ministry of the day went to the 
country not upon their own merits, but with the name of the Governor 
General. (Loud cries of hear, hear.) And the question was not, Will 
you support the Government? but Will you support the Governor General? 
That was the question on which that election turned.396 Had they gone on 
their own merits the result of that election would have been similar to 
the result of the present--the late would have had a majority of two to 
one.397 The hon. gentlemen may say that public opinion has not now been 
fairly tested; but at that time they had the Government in their hands, 
with all its influence; and then what was their majority? Why, the first 
day of the session of Parliament, it was two or three. (Hear, hear.) 
They had the power in their hands at the late election also, and yet with 
all that power, which is immense, they have been beaten two to one-—-bea- 
ten in all the large constituencies; and perhaps, with one or two excep- 
tions, they have carried the small boroughs--the "rotten boroughs". (Laugh- 
ter.)398 There was one feature connected with the present elections 
which hon. members399 on this side of the House may congratulate themselves 
upon400 and that was40l the fact that not one charge of corruption has 
been brought forward against them402 by their opponents, and he wished 
the same could be said of the other side of the house.403 In all cases 
where complaints have been made against returning officers for ignorance 
or corruption, it has been in constituencies where the Ministers expected 
to be defeated and a Reformer to be returned. (Hear, hear.) The hon. and 
learned member for Essex has said that he should not wonder if I got up 
and accused him of inconsistency; he must surely have meant consistency, 
for he is the most consistent man on the floor of this House; he is al- 
ways found voting with the Minister of the day. (Cheers and laughter.) 
With regard to the bills which the late Administration brought before 
the country, and the bills which the present Administration did not bring 
forward, and the measures which they have put forward as election cries, 
it should be remembered that both the School Bill and the Municipal Corpo- 
ration Bill were improved at the suggestion of404 his hon. friend the mem- 
ber for Quebec,405 ((and other)) hon. members on this side. Did not my 
hon. friends pass a bill by which they deprived themselves of an immense 
amount of patronage--the Purity of Parliament Bill--by which they placed 
out of their controul, influence over many members of this House? Then 
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there was the Party Procession Bill, by means of which we were injured 

at the last elections. That measure was brought in because my hon. 

friends felt the necessity of something being done to put an end to the 
outrages which were being committed. (Hear, hear.)406 With regard to 

the bill for the discouragement of secret societies, that bill was brought 
down to Parliament with the consent of the Governor General, but he be- 
lieved now that the Governor General gave his consent to this course, 

as ‘actrick by which "to *trip™“ip the Ministry of the day.407 All these 
measures were prepared to be carried down two months after their succes- 
sion to power, but were prevented by such backstairs influence, over 

which they had no controul408. Back-stair influence had more power than 
the Government ,409 and shortly after410, by that influence the late Minis- 
try had been tripped up,411 on a dispute about the appointments to office; 
and it was rung through the country that my hon. friends wanted to con- 
troul the prerogative of the crown in the appointmentsto office, when 

they only wanted to be consulted in these appointments, in order that 

they might resign their offices, in case they objected to them. (Hear, 
hear.) The present Government went through the country proclaiming that 

we wanted to controul the Sovereign, and with the avowed profession that 
they were the true advocates of the great principle of Responsible Govern- 
ment.--(Ironical cheers.) The hon. gentleman has charged the late Minis- 
try with proscription. I am sure, Sir, no one can charge the hon. gentle- 
ment opposite with giving offices to their opponents (hear, hear;) for 

they had given every office they had to dispose of to their own support- 
ers. I do not charge them with doing wrong (hear, hear;) no, I say they 
did right, and I'd go upon the same principle myself when I could find a 
man of my own party fit for an office--he should have it; and when I could 
not find4l2 a person belonging to his ((Mr. Price's)) side fit for the du- 
ties of whatever office might be vacant, he would then look round him and 
give4l3 it to the best Tory he could pick up. (Cheers and laughter.) I 
would call them insincere to their principles if, believing that they were 
right, and that it was necessary for the prosperity of the country that 
they should have the confidence of the people they did not place indivi- 
duals in office, in every part of the country who agreed with them in poli- 
tics. (Cheers.) The hon. member for Toronto, (Mr. Boulton) who is the 
leader of the opposite party, out of the Government, stated that the minis- 
try who might come into power ought to turn out every man who differed 

from them in politics. Why he made that assertion I know not, unless it 
was that he might afterwards go and charge us with having adopted the senti- 
ment he put forth. (Hear, hear, and laughter.) There are however certain 
offices which are political, and must change hands when parties change. 
(Hear, hear.) The Government has not been in power four years, and the 
Inspector General has given us a bill of fare of what they have done, and 
has said that the business of the country has been carried on satisfactorily 
as far as they are concerned, and that therefore they ought to have the 
confidence of the country. Now, Mr. Speaker, I do conceive that a govern- 
ment should have the confidence of the majority of this House, should have 
confidence in themselves (loud cries of hear, hear,) in order to carry on 
the business of the country with satisfaction to themselves and to the coun- 
try itself; and, I ask the members of that Government themselves whether 
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from the period that Mr. Draper came into power down to the present mo- 
ment they have not been in antagonism amongst themselves. 414 


Cheers from the Opposition.415 
"No, no," from the Ministerial side.416 


MR. PRICE ((continued:))--Will any hon. member of the last Parlia- 
ment get up on the floor of this House and tell me that this House did 
not daily witness the intrigues that were going on in the two sections 
of the government to undermine each other? (loud cries of hear, hear)417, 
Would anyone tell him (Mr. Price) that there was universal harmony in the 
Government? and if there have been intrigues and antagonism amongst them, 
must he be told that a Government in such a position is one in which one 
million five hundred thousand persons are to have confidence? He himself 
had a hint from a supporter of the present Government that there was no 
such thing as harmony amongst them418, that one portion of the govern- 
ment had no confidence in the other portion, and were intriguing to over- 
throw them. (Cheers.) Well now is that a government fit to carry on the 
government of a country with 1,500,000 inhabitants. (Hear, hear.) Hon. 
members of the opposite side have publicly and privately declared that 
they had no confidence in the government, that they opposed the Opposi- 
tion, but did not support the Government. (Cheers.)419 


MR. INSP. GEN. CAYLEY--would beg to ask the hon. member if a member 
of the Government had charged one portion of the Ministry with intriguing 
against the other?429 Will the hon. gentleman name the member of this 
Government who made overtures to himself, or endeavoured to intrigue 
against us? 


Hear, hear, from the Ministerial side.422 


MR. PRICE--said a supporter of the Government had told him ((Mr. 
Price)),423 ((but)) does the hon. gentleman suppose that if any member 
of the Government came over to me to intrigue with me against his col- 
leagues that I should so far forget myself as to tell him about it?-- 
(hear, hear,)--that I would be guilty of such a breach of trust? (Hear, 
hear. )424 


MR. INSP. GEN. CAYLEY--With the acquiescence of all the members of 
the Government present, I call upon the hon. gentleman to name the traitor 
who has intrigued against us, feeling it as a matter of justice to the 
members of this Ministry. (Loud cries of "Hear, hear.")425 


MR. PRICE--The hon. member has misunderstood me altogether. I suppose 
it was my fault for not expressing myself clearly; but what I intended 
to convey was, not that a member of the Government, but a leading support- 
er of the Government, had stated to me that if a certain number of persons 
on this side of the House would go into the Government, they were ready 
to remove a portion of the Gove't who were in direct hostility to the 
other portion at the same time sitting in the Council together. (Hear, 
hear.) Why, the hon. gentlemen themselves will admit it. Was it not 
notorious that a certain gentleman, not now in the House, then a member 
of the Government, was in direct antagonism to them? (Hear, hear.) Was 
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it not equally well known that members on that side of the House, who 
invariably voted with the Ministers, had no confidence in them, and had 
stated it privatély and publicly, out of doors, and on the floor of this 
House, and in language which could not be misunderstood, but that they 
supported the Government in the expectation that my hon, and learned 
friend near me, who is fast asleep, would come join it.426 


This allusion to MR. BALDWIN, who was comfortably napping created 
much merriment, and roused up the hon. gentleman.427 


MR. PRICE(((continued:))--It is not only necessary, Sir, that a gov- 
ernment should have confidence in themselves, that they should be united 
upon the great principles upon which their government is to be conducted, 
but it is also necessary that public opinion should be with them. The 
hon. gentlemen know that public opinion has not been with them--at least 
not, if it is to be gathered from the public Press. (Hear, hear.) They 
know that, with scarcely one exception, even the Conservative. papers428 
which had formerly supported them429 had given them up in despair430 
((and)) were, directly or indirectly, against them43l, I£f these things 
did not show a want of confidence, they had surely a sufficient evidence 
of it in the large majority of hon. members opposed to their views who 
had been returned to the present parliament .432 If the Ministry had 
numerical strength, and were weak in talent, they might carry on the 
government of the country, but then the majority must have confidence in 
each other.-- (Hear, hear.)433  ((But)) they were and always had been, 
incapable of concluding the affairs of the nation, and had tacitly admit- 
ted it themselves in bringing down a Member of the Upper House to help 
them.434 What have they done with the bill to settle that vexed question, 
the King's College Endowment? They have been four years in power; yet in 
all that time they have taken care never to allude to it in a speech from 
the throne, excepting upon one occasion.435 Session after Session it had 
been brought forward436, In the first session of the last Parliament, 
they brought in a bill late in the session, when they hoped it would drop 
through, and they should thus escape the castigation they deserved for 
it.437 He recollected an hon. member--who had descended from the other 
house for the purpose of taking his seat in this house, in order that he 
might conduct the business of the country, and who was now a judge--he 
remembered that hon. gentleman saying438 on the floor of this House that 
by that bill he would stand or fall; but did he press the bill through? 
No439, He (Mr. Price) did not really believe the hon. gentleman was in 
earnest, when he brought it forward: he rather thought440 it was brought 
down a second time without any intention of passing it; it was brought in 
as a joke; by a mere accident, the Attorney General finding the bill of 
the previous session in his desk, brought it into the House; but there was 
no intention of passing. it. (Cheers.) Did they agree upon that bill? 

No; they never agreed upon ir44l, and now the Inspector General, on refer- 
ring to it this session, proposed to divide the amount amongst all denomina- 
tions. 442 They never had the slightest idea of what they intended doing; 
they brought forward no great measure, or they would have been defeated, 

and had justly ((lost)) their seats which they kept as long as they could443, 
They should have the confidence of themselves and of their party; they 
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should be united on these great measures which are essential for the good 
government of the Province.444 The. hon. Inspector General had talked 

of the445 110 bills that have been passed;446 but of what use were they?447 
if, Sir, three-fourths of these bills were off the statute book, it would 
be a blessing to the country. (Cheers.)448 What important bill had they 
passed? Not one.449 Of what importance are the Mining Bills which they 
have passed? None at a11.450 


COL. PRINCE--called the hon. gentleman to order. Several important 
Mining Bills had been passed and £20,000451 had been expended in the 
working of them, he should like to know how much the hon. member had 
contributed towards it? (Laughter.)452 


MR. PRICE--Several Mining Bills have been passed, but453 they were 
mere private speculations; and the government deserves no credit for 
carrying eleven or twelve private bills. (Hear, hear.)454 He wished 
to know what great measures they had passed to entitle them to the con- 
fidence of the country455. I should like to know about the great measures 
that they were bound to bring before and carry through the House; we 
could have defeated them on these measures, but they brought in none of 
them. (Hear, hear.) They never gave us an opportunity of voting on a 
question in which some great principle was involved, because they knew 
that the party which sustained them was composed of those who differed 
widely upon these measures, so that they could not carry them. (Cheers.) 
Has the government brought in the bill to amend the Judicature during the 
last year? Never.456 They had talked about a Judicature Bill, another 
College Bill, a Jury Bill, and another Assessment Bill for the last four 
years, but it had not made its appearance yet.49/ These are the bills 
which would give satisfaction, contentment, and justice to the people. 
(Cheers.) But, Mr. Speaker, they ought not only to have united themselves 
upon these great questions, they ought not only to have a united party 
strong enough to sustain and support itself in carrying their measures 
to the satisfaction of the country, but they ought to have public opinion. 
(Hear, hear.) Now, Sir, have they ever had public opinion with them? 

No. It has been decidedly against them ever since the period when the 
Government of my hon. friend near me went out; and though they led their 
friends to believe that at the late election they were going to win a 
large majority in Western Canada; though they "laid the flattering unc- 
tion to their souls", yet what is the result? They have been defeated 
from one end of the country to the other, and public opinion has declared 
that they have no longer the confidence of the people,458 they deceived 
themselves and the country,459 and...therefore they must resign their 
seats. (Cheers.) They may not themselves understand public opinion460, 
((For)) what was the Ministry? Of what materials was it composed?461 
There might be some reasons for the Ministry not understanding when pub- 
lic opinion was against them.462 There was463 the hon.-.Inspector General 
((who)) had never been engaged in the politics of the country before he 
took office, and was perfectly unknown but to a few friends. (Hear, 
hear.)464 There was the hon. member for Kingston who smiles, who always 
smiles,465 ((who)) knew nothing of the politics of the country .466 (He) ) 
and the Attorney-General never were public men, and could understand but 
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little of public feeling; the great talents of the Solicitor-General, 

too, were perfectly unknown out of his profession.467 Atty. Gen. Badgley 
certainly had had more experience than himself; but, as a body, 468 how 
was it possible that they should know anything of public opinion, and 

the result of this election shows that they knew nothing about it. (Hear, 
hear.) They knew nothing of public opinion, but they "laid the flatter- 
ing unction to their souls'' that because they were Ministers of this 
Crown they could carry Upper Canada (laughter;) because Mr. Draper had 
stated that by using the Governor General's name he could carry Upper 
Canada at any time he pleased. (Laughter.) Sir, have we not had during 
the last two or three years melancholy evidence of their inability to 
conduct the government. (Hear, hear.) Did they understand how to con- 
duct a bill through the House?469 The Inspector General, he did not 

know how to conduct the Tariff Bill through the House, and4/0 during 

the last session they came blundering down with the Civil List Bill, and 
my hon. and learned friend near me, who is now wide awake (Laughter, ) 
actually had to take the bill through for them. (Hear, hear.) The lead- 
er of the Opposition was obliged to carry through the Ministerial measure. 
(Hear, hear.) With regard to the manner in which they have managed the 
patronage of the Crown, whilst they through their friends have circulated 
from one end of the Province to the other that my hon. friends around me 
were controuling the just prerogative of the Crown, in order to get Par- 
liamentary support, what have they been doing? They have been holding 
their seats till a judgeship presented itself and then dropping into 
private life. (Loud cries of hear, hear.) The Inspector General had 
obtained his seat by buying up Dr. Dunlop by creating another office of 
£300 a year. (Hear, hear.)471 The constitutional lawyer (Mr. Smith) 

to cover his inefficiency, had been placed upon the Bench of Justices.4/2 
The great leader of the Conservatives in this House who had come down 

for the purpose of building up a party quite separate and distinct from 
either the Tories or the Liberals, which he had formed in his own imagina- 
tion, but which he did not tell of what it was to be composed, he remain- 
ed in this House till a judge departed this life, and then he quietly 
retired to the vacant seat upon the Bench. (Cheers.) Then there was the 
hon. member for Peterboro, a stauch (sic) supporter of the Government, 

not because he loved the Government, but because he disliked the opposi- 
tion. What have they done with him? se they put him into a vacant judge- 
ship also, and the people of Peterboro4/3 to show they appreciated this 
mark of respect ,4/4 have returned a gentleman in direct opposition to 

the Government and the Judge. (Hear, hear.) Then again, if I am not 
misinformed, there was another hon. member who had been a supporter of the 
government when younger, but who becoming doubtful in a later period of 
his life, and having intimated that in case there was a dissolution he 


sore be found on this side of the House, they have provided for him al- 
so. 


MR. AT. GEN. SHERWOOD--To whom do you allude?476 
MR. PRICE--To Mr. George McDonald.477 
MR. AT. GEN. SHERWOOD--He's got no office. (Much laughter.)478 
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MR. PRICE--I will not then blame them for what they are not guilty of. 
(Laughter.) The hon. member for Essex,479 who was certainly the only con- 
sistent member amongst them, 480 has supported the Administration of the 
hon. gentlemen opposite as he has supported every other Administration 
that has been in existence since I have had the honour of a seat in this 
House (laughter), thinks that you ought to have turned them out upon 
some question of policy ,481 and not upon a vote of want of confidence, 482 
and ((he, Col. Prince, thinks)) that it was not fair to bring forward 
such an amendment as my hon. friend has proposed. But, Sir, I must sup- 
port this amendment, because I have no confidence in the Ministry--because 
I believe that their measures have been brought forward in insincerity-- 
that they are unable to carry their measures to keep their places--483 
because they had not conducted the Government for the interest of the 
country--484 ((because they)) were not fit to be trusted with the des- 
tinies of the country485--and because I desire to give these gentlemen 
an opportunity of showing their patriotism, while on this side of the 
House, by keeping my hon. friends to the principles they have avowed, 
and in every way promoting the interests of the country, by carrying on 
a legitimate opposition. I shall support the amendment--in ((the)) first 
place, because I differ from them in politics--next, because they differ 
among themselves--next, because they have brought in none of the great 
measures which were expected from them--next, because they never have 
been united--and, in the last place, because public opinion has been, 
from the time they took office to the present moment, as the late elec- 
tion shows, that they are unworthy to occupy the position which they now 
occupy. (Loud cheers. )486 


MASSE I5Ee BOULTON48/--esteemed some members of the Administration as 
private friends, and therefore, felt it necessary to state the public 
grounds which induced him to refuse to support their government. From 
the beginning, they had acted contrary to the great principles of Res- 
ponsible Government; and it was on that ground substantially, that he 
should vote his want of confidence in them.--As a member of that House, 
he did not proceed upon the ground that this or that particular measure 
was good or bad. He expressed his opinion upon the broadest grounds on 
the whole case since the Administration came into power.488 From the be- 
ginning to the end, their whole course had been opposed to those of every 
Government, who acted on constitutional principles.489 Look at the first 
feature in their history.490 Did any body ever hear from the Revolution 
of 1688 to the present time, that any Government in Great Britain had 
been carried on491 for months492 by an old member of the Ministry which 
had gone out while the person thought fit to remain493, He held Mr. Daly 
responsible for this monstrous proceeding; and had that hon. gentleman 
had to deal with the British House of Commons, he would have been im- 
peached.494 He ((also)) looked on the Administration as responsible for 
the acts of that Minister: through him, every man who had since joined the 
government was responsible for what took place during that time, which 
some have called the interregnum. Well, then, let the House consider what 
were the first acts of that period.495 When a more perfect Administration 
was formed, the first act was one in the direct teeth of the law; it was 
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an audacious act, a crime,...which496 went to direct opposition to an 

act of Parliament. The late Government went out of power in the month 

of December, and on the 3lst of January, a proclamation went ft ae Ol 
which in England a Ministry would have been impeached .497 He referred 

to the granting of the Militia Scrip, in Lower Canada498. He cared not 
whether the parties to be benefited by that crime had been treated un- 
justly or not; if justice were to be done, it should have been by repeal- 
ing the Act--the Act passed since the Union, which declared that no free 
grant of public land should be made to military claimants after the list 
of January 1843. It was impossible that an Act could not have been in 
the minds of the Government at the time; but whether it were or not, 
their conduct was unjustifiable in proclaiming that the militia should 
have that which the law declared they should not have. He did not be- 
lieve the Administration cared about the justice of the case: the deed 
was done on the eve of an election, and499 the object...was not to bene- 
fit the French Canadians, but to conciliate their votes, but, said the 
hon. member 200 | it showed as much ignorance of the French people, as it 
did audacity50l in flying in the face of the Act of Parliament;°02 the 
Lower Canadians could not be bribed by so paltry an act, and I have great 
pleasure in thus publicly congratulating them on the indignity they cast 
upon the Government, in their resistance of that infamous attempt to 
bribe them.2903 It failed of its purpose, but the scrip was issued, and 
came into the market at a depreciated price. Individuals got £8 or £10 
for their claims, a very small. sum in comparison to the £100,000 thus 
filched from the Province. But how could this act have been prevented? 
He would point that out, in order to show how the system of responsibi- 
lity, rightly carried out, would have operated. The deed could only 

have been completed by some member of the government making himself res- 
ponsible for it. But was not the present Secretary, Secretary then?-- 
Did he not sign the proclamation which took this property from the pub- 
lic? But then how was he to carry out this responsibility if directed 

by the Government to sign it? Why, if he were required to do so he ought 
to have refused; and the consequence must have been, either that he would 
be removed from the office, or that the act would not be done. Had he 
declined, as there was no other person then in the Government, it could 
not have been done. For all this, then the Administration was answer- 
able; for an incoming Administration must be held responsible for the 
acts of its predecessors, except, perhaps, in a case like the. present, 
when those predecessors would be removed by the voice of the people. When 
a Ministry took office at the demand of the Sovereign, they were clearly 
responsible for the advice upon which he accepted the resignation of their 
predecessors. Now, why were the late Ministry removed? For carrying out 
the principle, that no measure, large or small, should be passed without 
their advice being asked. The Ministry then, were responsible for the 
head of the Government having accepted that resignation, On the same 
principle were all the Ministry answerable for the language put in Lord 
Metcalfe's answers to the Address°05 which changed in character from day 
to day, as public opinion seemed to change 506 ((and)) which improved as 
they went on, until, at length, they admitted almost Responbile Govern- 
ment°29/7, He held the Administration responsible too, for what took place 
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at the elections in 1844. During that year, the contest in his county 
was not between himself and the Administration, but between himself and 
the head of the Government by name208; and the Administration were res- 
ponsible for it.209 It was put to him as a test question, whether he 
would support Lord Metcalfe--510 the most unconstitutional use was made 
of the name of Lord Metcalfe. Lord Metcalfe! Lord Metcalfe! was the 
rallying cry at the elections; and some of the more ignorant class of 
voters ll, he believed, ele ¢ame to the poll to vote for Lord Met- 
calfe!513 He did not believe that the Constitution had been thus violat- 
ed since 1688. The Administration was responsible for the interregnum. 
What would be said in England if--when no one was expected from abroad, 
as was once the case with Peel, when everyone was on the spot, and the 
Parliament in Session, more than two months were suffered to elapse with 
out anyone joining the Administration at all. There were but two Execu- 
tive Councillors, without a party, and the person who advised the Gover- 
nor General did so as Queen's Council pro hac vice, for so many guineas 214 
per fee; 215 to whom no responsibility except professional responsibility 
could be attached. There ought to be an Attorney General at all times-- 
there shouldnever be an interregnum even of ten days; and so sensible was 
he of that truth, that he moved the House to address the Governor General 
on the subject, though he was taunted by members opposite as a fireband 
(sic), for his pains. In consequence of the want of that officer, bills 
were passed of which no one assumed the responsibility. He was sorry 
that personal friends of his own were mixed up with company who perform- 
ed these acts; but he nevertheless felt gratified at the thought, that 
the country was at last come to2l6 the toll-bar°1l/’, the first stage of 
the true carrying out of Responsible Government. In his judgment no 
person should ever have consented to join any of the present Administra- 
tion. They should have insisted on a clean sweep, and then some one 
would have been--as some one would now be, called on to form a Govern- 
ment. When a few fresh persons joined the others, in cases like these, 
all became alike contaminated. He objected amongst other things, against 
the518 monstrous policy of the Government, in the-l9 creation of offices 
for improper purposes, and the appointment of improper persons 220 and 

the granting of gratuities to constituencies, for the purpose of sustain- 
ing themselves.521 When he had a seat in Parliament before, he had intro- 
duced a measure to prevent any Ministry from creating an office with a 
salary, until Parliament should be first consulted. No such measure was 
adopted, and the consequence was that the Government had made and filled 
up offices without restraint. He named one of these officers with regret, 
because it had been justified by one of his personal friends on the other 
side--perhaps because he became a member in the place of that person. He 
asked whether Dr. Dunlop would ever have been made Inspector of Canals in 
Lower Canada unless for the purpose of creating a vacancy for his hon. 
friend? If he would have been, all was perfectly right and just; and he 
(Mr. B.) was quite aware of the difficulty which might occur of finding 
seats in a legitimate way. The proper course, however, was to wait for 

a vacancy; not to make an office for a particular occasion.222 He should 
have respected...((the Ministry)) if they had adhered to any set of fixed 
principles, but they had no principles at all;523 had they done what they 
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themselves thought just and right, though they had held the seals of 
office, without the power, he would have been better satisfied. But 

when he and the public were convinced that the acts of the heads of the 
Government were often controlled by the extreme joints of the tail--524 
((when)) a great many of the acts relating to departments, were not intro- 
duced by the Heads of the departments, but by extreme joints of the tail, 
who might at any time destroy the Ministry°225, ((when)) this joint and 
that joint asked for this and that, and they were compelled to grant 

this and that, to prevent their tails dropping off226--when he saw that, 
he felt bound to say that it was not a system he could countenance. He 
complained that Government had been carried on with a majority so small, 
that the most insignificant could constrain the administration to do 
things which were not convenient. The hon. member who seconded the ad- 
dress, had boasted of his consistency, and thought himself bound to show 
his gratitude by voting with the Ministry. He denied that; and thought 
the sentiment indicated one of those sore places, on which he would not 
put his finger. It indicated a system of bribes, given to members, not 
personally, but through their constituents, to induce them to support 

the government of the day. He said this, because nothing was ever given 
to constituencies whose members were in opposition. He would give as an 
example of their gifts, the case of Peterboro, £1,000 or £2,000 were 

given there to build a bridge connecting a road which fell from here to 
nowhere, and did no good, except to connect the two sides of the town, 

and especially the town lots of the late member. To find a contrast, it 
was only necessary to look at the Harbour of Port Dover, of which one of 
the piers was still uncovered, though £500 could complete it, and was ex- 
posed to the danger of being carried away by the surge and ice of winter. 
Yet the work had cost the Province between £8,000 and £9,000. He had 
already said that offices were given to unfit persons22/7. The Roblin 
affair...((was)) condemned by Mr. Boulton; for...he believed no precedent 
could be found, and he was of opinion that in England it would be regard- 
ed as a breach of privilege; it was the violent breaking up of a solemn 
tribunal; every one in Upper Canada condemned it. In reference to the528 
removal of the late Superintendent of Education529, Mr. Murray230, and his 
appointment as professor of mathematics at King's College 231, he said he 
was prepared to prove that many young men were obliged to renounce the 
study of mathematics, simply, because they knew more than their teacher. 232 
With regard to the University itself, too, he had great fault to find with 
the Government. They proposed to bring in an University Bill; but how 
did he know that it would not be the same as the Bill of last session—- 

or how, if it were, could he place any confidence in those who would de- 
stroy an institution destined to be one day a blessing to the Province? 
Why, too, were certain denominations of Christians supported in preference 
to others? Just because they happened to be the four largest denomina- 
tions, had the largest number of votes, and were, therefore, to be conci- 
liated to support the Government.233 He was opposed to breaking up the 
University: if left in its integrity, it would become a noble institution 
in which as good an education could be obtained as in Europe; but apply- 
ing the endowment as proposed in the late bill, would be frittering it 
away. 34 Ministers would have frittered away the University funds, so 


eL3 


as to make it useless for the purpose of education, and would have given 
the proceeds to sects who would have made them a curse. But where were 
those who did not belong to those denominations to send their children?-- 
were they to send them to the College of the other sects, or to keep 
them from going to any ?--935 Four Universities could not be established; 
denude the establishment of all Sectarianism, and then it would be a 
blessing to the land.236 The plan had failed, and instead of the Minis- 
try getting one vote by it in the Western Districts, they had lost hun- 
dreds. He complained too that the conduct of the Government.3/ was one 
for politically demoralizing the people; 238 because they had held out 

to the people the hope that if they supported the Administration at the 
hustings, they would get in return some advantages, personal or politi- 
cal,--individually or collectively.539 Their attempt to carry on the 
country with so small a majority, had done more to injure the political 
principles of the Province, than all the unconstitutional conduct of 
Lord Metcalfe.249 Now it was not in that way that Government should 

try to gain support; but by good conduct, valuable measures and care- 
ful attention to public affairs. He felt strongly on this point because 
it was thought by many persons of high consideration that it was impos- 
sible without corruption to carry on Responsible Government--that in 
fact che very nature of Zt was Corrupt. He denied it: if .a Minister 
would come down to the House and show that it was acting with sagacity 
and honesty he would succeed in acquiring confidence though he refused 
all these petty offices to this, that or the other member.°41 In this 
determination the country would sustain him. Such was not the conduct 
of the present Ministry242, It was said by the seconder of the motion 
before the House that the whole system of Responsible Government was a 
demoralizing democracy. That was not true; but it would be so, if it 
were carried on in the mode to which he (Mr. B.) had just alluded .543 
((The Ministry)) had, for the sake of office, suffered themselves to 

be coerced,°44 when the hon. member for Hamilton had his difficulty 
with the Government,245 in the case of the Adjutant-Generalships, when 
a paper was presented to them, signed by>46 a large number of the mem- 
bers of that House, who had quietly intimated that-4/ if that office 
were not given to a relative of one of the members 948 , they would no 
longer support the Ministry. He knew not what he might have done had 
he been placed in such a position as the members of the Administration 
of that day; but he thought that the leader of that Government would 
have done credit to himself had he249 come down to the House, read aloud 
the list, and denounced the signers to the country .220 Appointments to 
office must either be made on the responsibility of the Administration, 
or the Government would sink to a democracy, and that of the very worst 
description.251 He had no objection to the practice of individual mem- 
bers recommending a candidate to the office, such was done every day,252 
members of the Legislature did, and might properly, ask favours from the 
Administration they supported, but that was a very different thing from 
signing a document in numbers, which made that instrument amount to a 
threat.553 It was another thing for a body of the Lower House to go in 
mass to the Executive, that would be making the Representative branch 
Administrative instead of Legislative. The hon. and learned member con- 
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cluded by saying, that although he regarded Responsible Government as 
party Government, he deprecated the idea that it was solely for a party. 
He agreed with Mr. Price, that appointments should, in all instances, 

be conferred upon friends if they were fit for the places, but not else. 
He would condemn the Ministry who on that account would give it to any 
man who was unfit.22> He would rather have a good man of another party, 
than a bad man of his own.29© He deprecated an onslaught upon all offices 
from the President down to the Constable, but it was a difficult thing 

to remove incompetent persons, or those who, from their_close connection 
with Ministers, it would be inconvenient to continue.’ The system 
which had been spoken of by the hon. member for Gaspé, that proscribing 
subordinates for their political opinions was detestable, and he would 
support no administration who did it. I conclude, said the hon. member, 
by giving my sincere and hearty concurrence to the amendment .258 
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MR. RICHARDS--supported the amendment.229 ((He)) remarked, that 
there were two extraordinary appointments of Surrogate Judges--for the 
Bathurst and Eastern Districts. With regard to the first, he understood 
that the gentleman appointed had been convicted of writing and publishing 
a libel on a Judge in the District, and that at the same time the Clerk 
of the Peace had been convicted with publishing--only--the same libel. 
The Clerk of the Peace was discharged for his share in that transaction; 
and he (Mr. R.) now wished to know how the writing and publishing of 
a libel could be a good recommendation to a Judgeship, while the publica- 
tion, only, was thought sufficient ground for the discharge of the Clerk 
of the Peace. The same gentleman, he understood, was a defeated can- 
didate, as was likewise the Judge of the Eastern Districts, for Parlia- 
mentary honours. 260 


MR. MERRITT--begged to make a few remarks. 261 ((He)) spoke in fa- 
vour of the amendment.562 He was surprised that no hon. member on 
either side of the House had referred to the true state of the country. 
They had heard a great deal about the causes of want of confidence in 
the Administration, but no person had remarked on what was the true 
situation of the country; and, as a member of an agricultural county, 
he felt it his duty to call to the attention of the House what that 
situation really was. He perfectly concurred with that part of the 
speech which alluded to the contentment of the country. In all parts 
of Canada contentment prevailed, in this way. The people of Canada felt 
that the principle of managing their own affairs was fully conceded to 
them: they felt that if any Administration was formed which neglected 
to carry out the measures for the good of the country, they could turn 
them out; and this produced a feeling of contentment. But if it was 
meant by the Address, that they were contented with the present Minis- 
ters,°63 the result of the elections had conclusively proved that the 
contrary was the fact.064 With regard to the country being prosperous, 
he could not concur. The country was not prosperous when His Excellency 
made his tour; a change had already commenced--565 and things had con- 
tinued to grow worse, until the difference between prices in Canada and 
on the other side was so striking that when the Provincial Association 
met in October, complaints were heard on all sides. Prices had been 
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raised by the famine in Ireland; but that over, produce bore a less price in 
Canada than in the United States; every member from an agricultural country 
must bear witness to that fact. The report of the Board of Trade of Toronto 
alluded to the same thing;26® there was one general complaint from all parts 
of the country. And what was the position of trade? Why, the trade was 
equally depressed?9/ with agriculture 68, (Cries of question. )269 The cur- 
rency was withdrawn, and no man could get the money necessary to carry on 
the ordinary concerns of the country. The banks had the power of withdraw- 
ing the circulation, and it had been withdrawn.--2/9 He thought that enquiry 
should be immediately instituted into the causes of this dreaded depression?/1; 
for if the present depression continued through the year, the prospects of 
the country were gloomy indeed.2/2 He would pass to the closing portion of 
His Excellency's Speech--"'Canada possesses the elements of prosperity." It 
was true that all portions of Canada possessed the elements of prosperity; 
but these elements must be brought out--they must be brought into action. 
Hon. gentlemen might think that the mind of the country was taken up with 
this University, or such like question, but it was not so. He would bring 
under the notice of the House2/3 one or two questions, the neglect of which 
had been among the most prominent reasons for the withdrawal of the confi- 
dence of the country in the present Ministers.2/4 The ery of "Question, 
question," resounded throughout the House.2/2 He alluded for one thine. co 
common schools and the fund that should be appropriated to support them.2/6 
In the Act passed in 1841, there was a direct pledge that the waste lands of 
the country should be appropriated for creating a fund for Common Schools. 
This had been neglected. Appropriations had been made for King's College 
and for Grammar Schools, for the higher branches of education; but the most 
important of all, the Common Schools,?// which were of more consequence 

than all the others put together?/8 had been entirely neglected; and this, 
in the part of the country which he represented, was looked upon as the most 
important of all questions ;°/9 ((it)) was of considerable more importance 
than Responsible Government, or any measures which hon. gentlemen had been 
discussing, and no Administration could stand who did not pay particular 
attention to that subject .> 0 Hon. gentlemen should understand that 
£50,000, but no lands, had been appropriated for this purpose, and the 
effect was, that the people were taxed on the articles they consumed, and 
taxed again to the same amount, so that they had to pay twice, instead of 
receiving a bounty .28t This was one of the great reasons why confidence 

had been withdrawn from the present Ministry .282 He would not give them 
support. He warned the honble. gentlemen who were likely to form the 
incoming Ministry, that unless these things were attended to, the confidence 
of the country would be speedily withdrawn from them.284 


MR. MCCONNELL (Stanstead)--apologized to the House, and would detain 
them but a few minutes-85 , ((as he)) felt bound to make a few remarks. He 
could not say, like the hon. mover, that he was an Englishman, and, there- 
fore, never deserted his friends; but was proud to say he was a Canadian, 
and that there were Canadians, who were not disposed, like rats, to leave 
a falling house.--986 It appeared to him from the arguments used by the 
hon. gentlemen opposite during this debate, that they had been endeavouring 
to make out the people of Upper Canada to be a very corrupt people. He was 
not much acquainted with Upper Canadians, except from meeting them in that 
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House; but he thought that their faults had been very much exaggerated. 
(Hear, hear.)°87 But as far as regarded Lower Canada, he knew the people 
were misrepresented. 88 Hon. gentlemen opposite had made a great many 
charges against the Ministers, but, he thought, quite as many could be 
brought against them. They had endeavoured to make out that Returning 
Officers were very corrupt, a very bad set of men ... Returning Officers 
had been very much abused he thought unjustly. 289 On a previous evening 
the hon. member for Norfolk had spoken of the election commitees (sic) 

of the last Parliament as being partial ... unjust°290 ((and)) corrupt. 
(Hear, hear.)°91 And if he knew himself--which was a study of any man 
especially one acting on such a duty, as an election committee--he had 
been conscientious, as he believed his colleagues had been also. He 
voted for those Returning Officers, and he did what he thought right. 

He heard a great deal about British Practice; it was no matter to him 
what name a practice had, if that practice was right.293 He knew not the 
grounds upon which the hon. gentleman had formed his conclusion unless he 
made it a rule--not always a correct one--to judge others by himself. He 
thought, however, he should not be wrong in judging the hon. gentleman, as 
the hon. gentleman had judged the committees. He understood the hon. gentle- 
man had once been a judge--of an outlandish place it was true--94 some 
county north of Canada--Newfoundland he believed they called it;--97? but 
still a judge,596 ((and)) if he formed his judgments in Newfoundland upon 
this principle, the people of that country must have had reason to regret 
that he ever found their land. (Laughter. ) 297 And estimating the hon. 
member in the way that he had estimated the election committees, he should 
say the people of Newfoundland must have been heartily glad when they got 
rid of him.--(Great laughter.) Another hon. gentleman298 had cast reflec- 
tions on a judge, and he thought the charges must have been exaggerated. 
The same hon. gentleman599 on a previous evening®00 had cast reflections 
on the people of a portion of the country he knew well, he meant Shefford, 601 
The hon. member for Shefford said he had learnt, that he was to be knocked 
down before he got to the polls, 602 


MR. DRUMMOND--never intended to impute that to the people of Shefford, 
than whom a more honest quiet, people never lived603 ((and)), as his con- 
stituents, he felt the highest esteem©04 | 


MR. HOLMES--was the person who had conveyed the information to the 
hon. member. He heard from a reliable source that the hon. member was 
to be attacked by an organized band from Montreal .605 


MR. MCCONNELL--was very happy to receive the explanation,®06 ((that)) 
there was no imputation of the Townships, though sorry to hear that there 
was another act of violence to be set down to the account of Montreal 
(laughter) which had pone already, God knew, to answer for.607 The 
hon. member for Shefford®¥8 however, 9 had complained that at the elec- 
tion for that county, the returning officer had put back his watch an 
hour; and the deputy returning officer's watch said nine when it ought 
to have said ten. He really could see no harm in that; for if the watch 
said nine when it was ten, of course it would say five when it was six; 
so that after all he did not lose much by it. (Hear, hear, and laughter.) 
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They had heard a great many accusations against the Ministry during the 
last two days; but there was nothing new in them.610 This was not the 
first time he had heard those accusations.61l1 During the last Parliament, 
there had been charges equally groundless, 612 When he first came here 
about three years ago, he listened to all these charges brought against 
those with whom he usually voted, and being a sort of green-horn, 613 
fresh from the country,...these accusations had frightened him a little, 
and almost made him believe that his party supported a corrupt and wicked 
Ministry®14, As he called himself rather an honest sort of man, he 

was sorely afraid he had got into bad company; for the gentleman on the 
other side, called those on his side anything but what gentlemen should 

be called. (Laughter.) But soon as hon. member of the Administration 
asked to have these charges put into a definite shape, that he might de- 
fend himself; and the hon. member for Montreal (Mr. LaFontaine), stated 
that the Attorney General had told another member he could do nothing 

for his country (sic) unless he had his vote; this he called the black- 
est bribery and corruption. The hon. gentleman alluded to was a very 
honest, worthy man, the member for Kamouraska; and when the Attorney 
General rose and asked whether he had taken the conversation for an at- 
tempt at bribery, he very frankly said--"No, I took it for a joke". 

(Loud laughter.) The next session there was the same charge, depending 
upon a certain correspondence, which, having tormented the House through- 
out an entire session, at last, ended in smoke615 ((and)) so on with 
others, and he thought the present charges against them were rather smoky 
too.616 It had been asked what the Administration had done? He admitted 
they had not done all they would have done had they been stronger; for 
though the hon. gentleman on the other side declared they would offer 

no factious opposition they did not always, he thought, keep their word. 
However, what they could do, they had done.617 The hon. member for the 
Fourth Riding of York had said that the great majority returned at the 
last election showed the Ministry to be deficient in the confidence of 

the people;--perhaps, to a certain extent, it was so:--but it must be 
remembered the change was not so great as that which took place at the 
preceding election.618 The hon. member...had talked about his large 
majority--but majorities sometimes change. 619 He would conclude by tell- 
ing the house a story, which it would, perhaps find appropriate to the 
circumstances.620 In the part of the country where I was born, said the 
hon. entleman, 621 when he was a boy, in the Township, the country was 
wild, 22 there were no bridges, so we took logs and fastened them together 
to make a sort of ferry boat. Well, one day, the end of these logs were 
out of the water, and623 an old gentleman applied to ((him, Mr. McConnell)) 
to be ferried over a stream, and having got into a canoe, sat down in one 
end of it.°24 I was young and careless, and in pushing off I tumbled in 
to the log boat, and625 upset the canoe; but being young and active, pres- 
ently scrambled out on the bank, while the old gentleman, who was a 
cripple on crutches, went into the water. As I lay in the boat my thoughts 
might be something like the thoughts of the hon. gentleman about the Minis- 
try. The poor old man was very weak and was propped up on crutches, so 
thinks I, I shall see no more of him, or to use a Yankee expression, "he's 
a gone coon..."627 put running down the bank to try to render some assis- 
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tance, ((he, Mr. McConnell)) saw him striking out most magnificently. 
He said, "I thought you were gone". "Oh, no, boy; unless that is what 
you call gone"; and with another stroke, he came ashore. Now perhaps 
the Ministry, by bad management, might be--628 


Cries of "gone coon", and repeated laughter .629 


MR. MCCONNELL ((continued:))--Not exactly--might be supposed to be 
"sone coon", but might be found vigourously striking out, when it was 
least expected. 630 


A VOICE--They are "gone coons."631 


MR. MCCONNELL--Yes, and if hon. gentlemen opposite don't look out 
very shortly, they'll be "gone coons" too. (Laughter.)®32 The present 
Ministry were out for the present, and their opponents would come in, 
and no great harm would be done; but they would again come into power. 33 
But that only showed the strength of the constitution, which was the 
same as that of England, or he would as dissatisfied as the hon. members 
opposite.--634 The hon. gentleman concluded by saying that he would 
oppose the amendment, put©35 in the mean time he assured636 the hon. 
member for the North Riding,®3/ ((and)) the Ministry that was to be, 
that whatever measures they introduced for the real good of the country, 
he would support them in. (Hear, hear.) 638 


MR. FLINT639--told...((the House)) that he was unaccustomed to pub- 
lic speaking640. ((He)) said, "he had been elected to serve as a honor- 
able member of this honorable and respectable body"641, ((He said)) 
that it was the first time he had had the honor of addressing such a 
'respectable' body--and that he represented a 'noble' constituency. 642 
He said that he felt it his duty to explain his reasons for giving the 
vote he intended to give. In being elected to a seat in this House, he 
had gone before the citizens of the county which he had the honor to 
represent, free and untramelled by party feelings, party views, or party 
interests; he was not pledged to support any party, but simply, if elect- 
ed, to endeavour faithfully to discharge his duties and carry out the 
principles of the glorious constitution under which it was his happiness 
to live, by giving to all parties equal rights and privileges. (Hear, 
hear.)643 Mr. Speaker, the hon. member who has just sat down, has told 
you that he is a greenhorn .644 If that hon. gentleman, who had sat in 
the House some time, was a greenhorn, then surely he (Mr. F.) might lay 
claim to645 "the PRIVILEGE OF BEING MUCH GREENER THAN HE IS."646 The 
hon. gentleman said he was a Canadian. So was he. He was proud of being 
a Canadian--a Canadian by birth; but he also claimed for himself the 
honour of being a British subject--(hear, hear)--an honour which he would 
give to every Canadian, either by birth or adoption. The hon. gentleman 
said that he would not desert his party; he (Mr. F.) honoured him for 
his principles.647 He ((also)) honored the hon. gentleman's sentiments 
when he said that he would be like the rats; (laughter and cries of "No, 
no'")648 and not run away from a falling house; he never saw a rat run 
away from a house so long as there was the least bit of bread and cheese 
in it (much laughter); but as soon as all the bread and cheese was gone, 
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the rats would go away as quick as anybody else. (Laughter.)649 


MR. MCCONNELL--had said that he would not, like the rats, desert 
his former friends,650 —— 


MR. FLINT--The hon. member for Essex had stated that he had con- 
fidence in the Ministry for their acts. Now, what were these acts? 
There was an act for extending the jail limits; he thought it a pity 
the hon. member should require such an extension. (Hear, hear.) The 
hon. member had also said that the people of Canada were indebted to 
the present Ministry for the payment of the rebellion expenses. He 
thanked the hon. gentlemen for that act, for he (Mr. F.) had been a 
sufferer by the rebellion--having furnished the militia with provisions 
and had to wait till that act was passed to get paid for the articles 
he had furnished, though he must say that the rebellion was caused by 
the conduct of the gentlemen opposite, by the attempt of the minority 
to rule the majority. (Hear, hear.) He stood not upon the floor of 
that House to advocate the character or conduct of any individual engag- 
ed in the rebellion: he was prepared to do as much to put down rebellion 
in the country as any individual who differed from him in political 
principles. When he found his country in danger, he should be ready to 
put his shoulder to the wheel to assist in defending her.651 But in 
doing so, he abandoned none of his political principles; nor did he 
conceive he was bound to do so, because of his ardent attachment to 
British Government. The honorable member had spoken of the weakness of 
the present Ministry. He did not quarrel with them for their weakness, 
nor did he doubt their honesty652 justice, or fairness®53, but he believ- 
ed they had not the confidence of the people, and could not work the 
Government; if he did he would be the last man to say a word against 
them, 654 They were not the men who had been true to the principles of 
Responsible Government, and therefore he came forward to oppose them. 
(Cheers.) He was fully convinced by the acts which he had seen committed 
by those hon. gentlemen since he had held a seat in the House, that they 
were not fit to carry on the principles of Responsible Government. He 
alluded to the part which those hon. gentlemen had taken in defending 
those Returning Officers®55 so corrupt as to have656 made unjust returns 
for the purpose of keeping out of their seats individuals elected by 
large majorities of the constituents they represented. (Cheers.)--For 
no other reason, even if he had come down prepared to vote for the 
present Ministry, he should have been compelled to vote against them as 
an honest and independent man. But this was not the only reason; their 
insincerity in bringing up the King's College bill last session 5 as a 
great Ministerial topic658 was another cause of complaint against them; 659 
when he looked at the different addresses of individual members of the 
Ministry, he found they did not agree660 among themselves on the question, 
and therefore they could not be prepared to bring forward a good measure 
in the new Parliament.661 Yet their scheme was so plausible with some, 
that in his county, the members of the Church to which he belonged almost 
to a man voted against him. The hon. Inspector General had said that 
the whiskey duty had injured them--that was a remarkable fact, if true; 
for who ever heard before that whiskey had prevented the return of gentle- 
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men on the Tory side of the House?662 (Loud cheers and laughter.) If 
they had been like him for 20 years the advocate of total abstinence, he 
should have sympathized with them; but when the hon. gentleman told him 
that a duty of £1 per gallon on whiskey had influenced their elections 

in Upper Canada, he could not be so great a fool as to believe it. (Hear, 
hear.) But while the hon. gentleman had said so much about the whiskey 
having injured them, he had stated that the late elections were carried 

by the far better organization of the Opposition. Here is a plain contra- 
Ce tO. (Hear, hear.) As far as regarded the County of Hastings, that 
was not the case663, Why, in Hastings the late hon. member was so sure 

of his election that he defied the power of man to displace him. Yet 

the small organization of two664 or three665 days, secured his (Mr. 
Flint's) election, not altogether by the reform interest, but with aid 

of a most respectable minority of Conservatives--of men willing to leave 
party measures®66 for the "good of their country".667 The hon. gentleman 
had also said that the sum of £4,500, given to an hon. member of that 
House, was also made a handle of against the Ministry. It was, and very 
properly so. He would not accuse the Ministers; but he accused some of 
their friends of having brought up this question, and making the whole 
country ring with the cry of French domination. It was one thing for 

hon. gentlemen to treat Canadians with respect while here in Lower Canada, 
and another to treat them with contumely in Canada West; it was one thing 
to try to coalesce with them here, and persuade them to assist to carry 
on a Tory Government; it was another thing to keep: them from uniting with 
the Reformers of Upper Canada to carry out the principles of Responsible 
Government.668 for himself, he had travelled much among French Canadians, 
and never received anything from them but polite attention; nor would 

he demand anything for himself that he would not give to them. The cry 
about the £4,500, then, had recoiled on the heads of those who had raised 
the clamour about French domination. The mover of the Address had also 
praised the Ministry on account of the School Bill.--Now that bill re- 
quired the appointment of trustees, and also involved the liability to 

a fine of ten pounds on those who refused to accept office. But while 
the trustee had this task imposed upon him, there was no provision to 
secure him against loss in case he could not get a sufficient number of 
scholars. He could say for himself, that it would have been better for 
him to pay £10 to escape office, than the £15 or £20 that it would cost 
him, in addition to his services. Yet this was one of those acts of 
justice and moderation for which the Ministry was praised.669 The hon. 
member for the Fourth Riding of York had stated6/0 in a previous evening, 671 
that the Ministry had gone to the elections in 1844 with the name of 

the Governor General and British connexion; whilst, on the other hand, 
they had gone down with the name of the opposition and separation672 from 
the Mother Country.673 The election of 1844 was conducted upon very dif- 
ferent principles from those upon which the late election was conducted, 
both as regarded Upper and Lower Canada, thanks to their noble Governor 
General, who had not allowed his name to be used at the election in either 
Province; and his name had not been used as a bugbear to frighten those 
individuals who were afraid to be called disloyal--who would always be 
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true to their principles, unless they feared for the British Constitu- 
tion, and that they would be separated from the Mother Country and 
handed over to the United States, though happily that delusion was now 
past. He thought that the day was forever gone by when a Governor Gen- 
eral would allow his name to be placed in the hands of any Ministry to 
influence the elections in Upper Canada. He hoped he should be excused 
for having troubled the House, and was prepared to vote for the want 

of confidence in the Ministry. (Cheers.)6/4 


The cry of "Question, question," resounded throughout the House.6/5 


(17) 
The Questton having been put on the Motton of amendnent, the House 
divided; and the names betng called for, they were taken down; as fol- 
low:-- 


YEAS. 
Messteurs Armstrong, Aylwin, Baldwin, Beaubien, Bell, Boulton of 
NORFOLK, Bouthtliter, Burritt, Cameron of KENT, Cauchon, Chabot, Chau- 


veau, Davignon, Drummond, Duchesnay, Dunas, DeWitt, Egan, Flint, Fortier, 
Fournter, Fourguin, Guay, Guillet, Hail, Holmes, Hineks, Jobin, Johnson, 
LaFontaine, Laterriére, Laurin, Lemteux, Lesite, Lyon, Macdonald of 
GLENGARRY, Marquis , M' Farland, Merritt, Mongenats, Morrtson, Nelson, ; 
Notman, Papineau, Price, Richards, Sauvageau, Seott of BYTOWN, Smith of 


DURHAM, Smith of WENTWORTH, Taché, Thompson, Watts, and Wetenhall.--(54.) 





NAYS. 
Messteurs Attorney General Badgley, Brooks, Cayley, Christte, Crysler, 


Daly, Maedonald of KINGSTON, Str Allan N. MacNab, Malloch, M'Connell, 
M'Lean, Prince, Robinson, Seymour, Sherwood of BROCKVILLE, Attorney Gen- 
eral Sherwood, Smith of FRONTENAC, Stevenson, Webster, and Wilson.--(20.) 
So tt was resolved tn the Affirmative. 
The Questton betng then put on the matn Motton, as amended, it was 
agreed to by the House. 





Resolution Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to 
for Address. Hts Excellency the Governor General, to thank 


His Excellency for hts gractous Speech from the 
Throne: 


(18) 

To express our gratification that His Excellency has called us togeth- 
er at so early a pertod after the dissolution of the last Parliament: And 
to assure His Excellency:-- 

That we rejoice that His Excellency dertved so much sattsfaetton from 
the tour whteh, during the recess, he was enabled to make through the 
Province: 

That we learn with the greatest sattsfactton that steps have been taken 
for placing the Post Office tn British North Amertea on an wmproved foot- 
tng, and that we shall give our.most anxtous constderation and attentton 
to any measure whitch may be proposed to effect thts important object: 

That we recetve with much pleasure the information that a good and 
practicable ltne of Ratlway between Quebec and Haltfax, has been discover- 
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ed by the Officers to whom the exploration was conftded: 

That we unite with Hts Excellency tn the expresston of deepest con- 
cern for the distress and suffering attendant upon last year's immigra- 
tion; and we are gratifted to know that Her Majesty's Government have 
bestowed on the subject the most anxious constderatton, wtth a vtew to 
the tntroductiton of such provistons into the Imperial Passenger Act as 
may afford a securtty against the recurrence of stmtlar dtsasters. And 
that we shall be happy to co-operate with Her Majesty's Government tn 
thetr precautions, by the passage of a Btll, whtch we hope shall have 
the effect of dtscouraging the tntroductton of dtseased and helpless 
persons into the Province, without checking the ttde of healthy immigra- 
tton whteh so powerfully contributes to tts advancement: 

That we shall be happy to receive the several communications, on 
these and other tmportant matters, whitch have been addressed to Hts Excel- 
Leney by Her Majesty's Secretary of State for the Colontes: 

That we shall give our most attentive constderatton to any measure 
that may be proposed for embodying the provtstons generally applicable 
to Ratlroad undertakings--for amending the constttutton of the Untversity 
of King's College,--for adopting a more equitable mode of Assessment in 
Upper Canada, and for the tmprovement of the system of Judicature tn 
both secettons of the Provtnee: 

That the Accounts of the past year, and Estuimates of the present year, 
shall receive our best consideration, and that His Excellency may fully 
rely on our readiness to grant,the Suppltes necessary for the Publtie 
Service. : 

That we place every conftdence in Hts Excellency's disposttton to co- 
operate with us in all measures calculated to promote the publte wel- 
fare: | 

That with the possession tn singular abundance of the elements of 
prosperity and soctal happiness,--resulting from her great natural. eapa- 
bilities: her enterprising, intelligent, and rapidly inereasing popula- 
tion; from Institutions whteh in thetr main characteristtes are so well 
fitted to reconetle ltberty with order; and from the blessings of peace 
secured to her, under Providence, by the patriottsm of her sons, and 
her connexton with a State whtch ts both just and powerful,--Canada re- 
quires only that these advantages should be turned to account by an equtt- 
able and constitutional Government, and by wise and practical legislatton, 
to secure those blessings permanently to her people: 

That we feel deeply the responstbility devolving upon Parliament in 
the endeavour to accomplish these important objects; and we cordially 
join with His Excellency tn the prayer that we may acquit ourselves of 
that responstbility with fidelity and success: 

That we feel tt, however, to be our humble duty to submit to Hts 
Excellency, that it ts essential to the satisfactory result of ow deli- 
berattons on the important subjects to which His Excellency has been 
gractously pleased to direct our attention, and on other matters of pub- 
ite concern, that Her Majesty's Provineial Admintstration should possess 
the confidence of this House and of the Country,--and respectfully to 
represent to Hts Excellency that that confidence ts not reposed in the 
present Advisers of His Fucellency. 
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MR. BALDWIN--then moved, that Messrs. Baldwin, LaFontaine, Price, 
Chauveau, and Boutillier, be a Committee to draw up the Address to His 
Excellency the Governor General, formed on the resolutions676, 


(18) 
Committee to Resolved, That the satd Resolution be referred to 
draw _up_an a Speetal Committee of ftve Members, to prepare 
Address. and report the draught of an Address <n answer 


to the Speech of Hts Excellency the Governor 
General, to both Houses of the Legislature at the opening of the present 
Sesston of the Provinetal Parliament, tn conformity to the said Resolu- 
tion. 


Ordered, That the Honorable Mr. LaFontaine, the Honorable Mr. Baldwin, 
Mr. Price, Mr. Bouttllter, and Mr. Chauveau, do compose the satd 
Committee. 


Then, on motton of the Honorable Mr. Attorney General Sherwood, sec- 
onded by the Honorable Mr. Attorney General Badgley. 
The House adjourned ttll Monday next,677 


APPENDIX: 3 MARCH 1848. 


(CQUESTION AND ANSWER RE: CUSTOMS ACT OF LAST SESSION.) )678 


MR. MORRISON--asked the Administration if the Provincial Government 
had been notified by the Home Government whether the Royal assent had 
been given to the Customs Bill of last Session; if it had been given, 
why the Bill had not gone into operation;6/9 and, if not assented to, 
whether they were in possession of the reasons why the Imperial Govern- 
ment had refused such assent. 680 


MR. AT. GEN. SHERWOOD--in reply said, that as far as they had been 
apprised the Act had not been assented to, nor had they been informed of 
any reasons why it was delayed, though they had represented to the Impe- 
rial Government the importance of the Act being assented to immediately. 
He had no reason to believe that assent would not, but he rather supposed 
that it would, be given by the Home Government. (Hear, hear. )681 


((REJECTED MOTION RE: AMENDMENTS TO WESTON PLANK ROAD BILL.)) 


MR. PRICE--pursuant to notice, moved the House into Committee of 
the whole, to amend the Weston Plank Road Bill, by adding two clauses 
empowering the Company to punish persons evading the Tolls, and persons 
aiding and abetting them, whose lands are adjacent to the road. 682 


((The)) motion was thrown out--the Company having neglected to give 
notice through the Toronte papers, of their intention to apply to the 
Legislature for the amendment, according to the rules of the House.683 


FOOTNOTES: 3 MARCH 1848. 


i. 


GLOBE, 15 March 1848. The GLOBE, 4 March 1848, reported that at the 
time of the debate the House was "crowded almost to suffocation." 

In its issue of 15 March 1848, it provided some further interesting 
commentary on the scene of the debate: "Had a stranger come into 

the House during the debate he could never have been persuaded that 
one party were that moment realizing the victory for which they had 
fought during four--nay, some of them for twenty years. Hon. mem- 
bers laughed and chatted, lolled in their chairs, or sauntered out 

to Dally's (sic), while the great guns were speaking, with as much 
indifference as if nothing of consequence was going on--.... Came- 
ron was absent--Badgley was sad as he thought of his lost Judgeship 
(sic)--Cayley grinned Carker-like, but without the character of that 
worthy individual--Sherwood was subdued and killingly civil to every- 
body--McDonald seemed to be half-glad at the relief he was about 

to obtain, but horrified as he thought of the quizzing he would get 
from his jovial companions--—Daly, sweet Dominic--looked the most 
contented of the lot! He absolutely smiled--a sweet smile...." In 

a more serious vein the GLOBE, 15 March 1848, noted: "It will be 
observed that no French Canadian member spoke during the debate. 

This was intentional--as they thought silence the best mode of show- 
ing the utter contempt with which they regard the present Administra- 
fien. 

The debate on this matter was reported by: PILOT, 9, 11, March 1848, 
EXAMINER, 15 March 1848, and PROVINCIALIST, 21 March 1848, in identi- 
cal accounts, except that the PILOT's account contained more speakers 
than the other two papers; BRITISH COLONIST, 14 March 1848, copying 
MONTREAL HERALD, and BRITISH WHIG, 11 March 1848, in identical ac- 
counts, except that the BRITISH COLONIST contained more speakers; 
MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 4 March 1848, copied by PROVINCIALIST, 21 March 
1848; MONTREAL GAZETTE, 6 March 1848, copied by HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 
11 March 1848, ST. CATHARINES JOURNAL, 16 March 1848, and CHATHAM 
GLEANER, 14 March 1848, in identical accounts, except that the SPEC- 
TATOR, JOURNAL, and GLEANER, all omitted certain speeches, and the 
JOURNAL also abbreviated other speeches; GLOBE, 4 March 1848, BRITISH 
COLONIST, 7 March 1848, and MORNING CHRONICLE, 6 March 1848, in iden- 
tical accounts; GLOBE, 15 March 1848, copying from MONTREAL GAZETTE, 
6 March 1848, PILOT, 9, 11, March 1848, and MONTREAL HERALD, which 
also contained original material; MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 9 March 1848, 
copied by HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 18 March 1848; HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 15 
March 1848, which incorrectly identified its source as MONTREAL GA- 
ZETTE, 6 March 1848, and PROVINCIALIST, 28 March 1848, in identical 
accounts, except that HAMILTON SPECTATOR contained more speeches; LE 
CANADIEN, 8 March 1848; LA MINERVE, 6 March 1848; L'AVENIR, 4 March 
1848; LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 9 March 1848; and CHATHAM GLEANER, 7 March 
1848. Cayley's speech was reported identically by: BRITISH COLONIST, 
14 March 1848, PILOT, 9 March 1848, BATHURST COURIER, 24 March 1848, 
MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 7 March 1848, part of whose columns have been 
cut away, PRINCE EDWARD GAZETTE, 17 March 1848, MONTREAL GAZETTE, 6 
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March 1848, copied by PROVINCIALIST, 21 March 1848, and by BRITISH 
WHIG, 15 March 1848, and HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 15 March 1848. Commen- 
taries on the debate may be found in MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 7 March 
1848, copied by PROVINCIALIST, 21 March 1848; PILOT, 7 March 1848, 
copied by EXAMINER, 15 March 1848; MONTREAL GAZETTE, 6 March 1848; 
L'AVENIR, 8 March 1848; and PROVINCIALIST, 21 March 1848. 

Prince's speech, according to MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 4 March 1848, was 
"long, rambling, and by no means fortunate'’. GLOBE, 15 March 1848, 
observed that he "spoke an hour and a quarter". 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 6 March 1848, said that he rose "with a bow and a 
smile". 

PILOT, 9 March 1848. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 6 March 1848. 

POLOTS” 7 March 184s. 

BRITLSE COLONIST, (Lar March 1548. 

PILOT, ~9 March 1848. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 6 March 1848. 

BRITISH COLONIST, 14 March 1848. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 6 March 1848. 

PILOT, 9 March 1848. 

BRITISH COLONIST, 14 March 1848. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 6 March 1848. 

PILOT, 9 March 1848. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 6 March 1848. 

PILOT, 9 March 1848. 

BRITISH COLONISDT, LA Mareh 1648. 

PILOT, 9 March 1848. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 6 March 1848. 

PILOT, “9: March 1848, 

BRITISH COLONIST, 14 March 1848. 

PILDIS o March [54c, 

BRITISH COLONIST, 14 March 1848. 

PLLOT, 9 March 1848. 

BRITISH COLONIST,14 March 1848. 
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MONTREAL GAZETTE, 6 March 1848. 

According to LE CANADIEN, 8 March 1848, Christie spoke "d'une voix 
lente, sourde et presque sépulchraie". LA MINERVE, 6 March 1848, 
reported: '"M. Christie a parlé pendant environ deux heures". 
BRITISH COLONIST, 14 March 1848. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 6 March 1848. 
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PILOT, 9 March 1848, which added "but in a tone of voice so low, 
that his observations are entirely lost to us." 

Baldwin's speech prompted a fair amount of commentary. The GLOBE, 
15 March 1848, observed: ''The hon. gentleman rose to speak at a 
quarter past six, and continued till a quarter to eight. It was 
one of Mr. Baldwin's sound, practical, constitutional speeches-- 
free from declamation or oratorical flourishes." According to LE 
CANADIEN, 8 March 1848, Baldwin gave "un discours modéré...dans le- 
quel on pouvait voir aisément la sagesse et la réserve de 1'homme 
d'état arrivant au pouvoir". The paper added: "M. Baldwin parla 
pour longtemps avec calme et dignité...et fut...écouté dans”“un 
religieux silence.'' MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 7 March 1848 commented: 
"Mr. Baldwin spoke with evident restraint, as though he felt the 
difficulty of being generous." 
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MONTREAL GAZETTE, 6 March 1848. 
GLOBE, 15 March 1848 commented: 
He made an excellent speech". 


Cayley at 5 minutes to 9. 


MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 4 March 1848, 
reply as "rambling and lame" and in its issue of 7 
March 1848, described the speech as "wretched in the manner of its 


"Mr. Price rose in reply to Mr. 
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8 March 1848, observed that Price spoke "ayec éloquence". It con- 
tinued: "La péroraison de son discours, dans laquelle il a résumé 
tous les maux soufferts par le pays depuis trois ans,a été fort 
belle." MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 4 March 1848, described it as "a sharp, 
caustic speech, which seemed to take well with the House.'' In its 
issue of 7 March 1848, the TRANSCRIPT wrote “his humour had nothing 
of bitterness in it, and seemed to arise more from exuberance of 
spirit than a desire to give a parting kick to those who were re- 
linquishing office." 
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GLOBE, 15 March 1848, observed: "Mr. HH. J. ‘Boulton rose at a .quar- 
ter to 10, and delivered a keen, cutting, and able speech". LE 


CANADIEN, 8 March 1848, commented: "M. Boulton est d'ailleurs un 
homme trés distingué; mais sa voix est faible, sa déclamation em- 
phatique et monotone, et son discours a été trouvé long." 
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623. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 6 March 1848. 
624. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 11 March 1848. 
625. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 6 March 1848. 
626. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 11 March 1848. 
627. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 6 March 1848. 
628. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 11 March 1848. 


629. “LELD. 
630. IBID. 
631. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 6 March 1848. 
O32.) 51D. 


633. “Fiber, VisMereh 1646. 

634. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 11 March 1848. 

635. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 6 March 1848. 

636. “PILOT, 11 March 1848. 

637. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 11 March 1848. 

635. PILOTS i March 1848. 

639. The report of and simultaneous commentary on the maiden speech of 
the member for Hastings, carried by the MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 9 March 
1848, and copied by HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 18 March 1848, was of such 
extraordinary character that part of it is reproduced here. 

",..What modesty of soul!--not to ask but claim as a PRIVILEGE 
to be the greatest greenhorn in the House. No wonder that hon. Mem- 
bers acknowledged Mr. Flint's pretentions in a titter that awoke 
even Mr. Baldwin from his.slumbers. 

Henceforth amongst the "privileges" of Parliament, that of being 
superlatively "green" will stand very conspicuous, and it is a privi- 
lege the Member of Hastings is entitled to have all for himself. There 
are others, we know, who may think they have a right to contest with 
him, but none have done so much to earn it as he. In the face of 
the House and the country he has claimed it: "it is my privilege,” 
he has said;--"of the three degrees of comparison, the superlative 
is mine--Mr. Cauchon may be green, and Mr. Chaveau (sic) may be 
greener, but I am the greenest. Dogberry was written down an ass, 
but I will be written down the ((green))est greenhorn in Parliament!" 

On looking to our dictionary, we find "greenhorn" defined "a raw 
youth--a dolt--a stupid--a ninny;" but surely this must be a mistake. 
Billa Flint is fifty years old, and how can a man of fifty years old 
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be a "raw youth: '=-oh no! Still “there is no, mistake about sim 
Flint's being a "greenhorn," and the greatest "greenhorn" in 
Parliament. He has said so himself, and surely he ought to know! 

What Mr. Flint said afterwards fell dead on our ears; we saw 
him from that moment through a green medium, and everything around 
him was as verdant as grass--he became to our eyes a kind of poli- 
tical Nebuchadnezzar--a herbiferous (sic) and not a carniverous 
animal;--his head was a cabbage--a very green cabbage--his legs 
were a couple of leeks--parsley srew out of the eidesnot hie face, 
and his sanctified belly was an overgrown gourd or pumpkin. He 
told the House, we believe, that he bed been twentyasiea neon 
total abstinence ticket--a vegetable, antidote, to whiskey—--and that 
it rebellion were te come he would put his. shoulder to. thes wnecel—— 
though whether to push it on or to keep it back, he was much too 
"green' to inform them. He also mentioned that his own election 
had been secured in two days, and that the people of Hastings had 
sent him--the "greatest greenhorn"--to Parliament, for the "good 
of their country.” Ii they did, all we can say is that theyamace 
a pretty considerable mistake, and that they would have done better 
to have boiled their vegetable production al homéssimetead so: sput— 
ting him into hot water in Parliament. 

In his Gecupation, Mr. Billa Flint is, we. ane told. ra sceone> 
keeper, and has not the reputation of being quite so great a "green- 
horn’ in that capacity as in Parliament. Some ofshig transactions 
with the customs, we are told, exhibit remarkable shrewdness, and 
stamp him as a man having the strongest aversion (on principle of 
course) to the payment of all Kind of duties. His appearance we 
have already attempted to describe. His dress has nothing parti-— 
Cular “in It, and “the whole man, but for his avyowal of such sineniar 
greenness, would hardly be worth notice. .The people of Hastings 
have certainly shown great sagacity in displacing Mr. Murney in 
order to send so great a "greenhorn" to Parliament. 


MOSQUITO. 


According to PILOT, 11 March 1848, Flint "was at times very imper- 
fectly heard, im, the, Reporter's) Gallery”. 

MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 9 March 1848. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 6 March 1848. 

MONT REAT SIRANS CRILR Le Oe Ma cele OA. 

PILOT, 11 March 1848. 


MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 9 March 1848. 


PILOT, 11 March 1848. 

MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 9 March 1848. 
PILOT, dL Mareh.1 848. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR,~L1 Marchei843; 
PILOT. Lie Marchels43. 

IBID. 

IBID. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 11 March 1848. 
INLOT. IE Mieseela, IeyAts - 
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654. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 11 March 1848. 

655. FPILOL, 2) March 134s. 

656. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 11 March 1848. 

Cie, SELLOT es tieNarch 1648. 

658. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 11 March 1848. 

659% PLLOTSsia. March 1848. 

660. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 11 March 1848. 

O6lse PLLOe Lie Mare hole4s: 

662. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 11 March 1848. 

663.) PILOT, Jl Mareh 1848. 

664. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 11 March 1848. 

663.50 PTROT. 241 March 184é. 

666. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 11 March 1848. 

667. MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 9 March 1848. 

666. PILOT, Jl March. 1846s. 

669. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, ll March 1646. 

670. PILOT, 11 March 1848. 

671. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 11 March 1848. 

672. PILOT, 11 March 1848. 

673. (HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 12 March 1846. 

6745 PILOT, 2) Narch 164. 

675. CLOBE, 13 March 1848, which reported that this occurred at midnight, 
whereas MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 4 March 1848, reported that the deci- 
sion was taken at "half past 11 o'clock". 

676. GLOBE, 15 March 1848. 

677. PILOT, 11 March 1848 noted: "the House adjourned at twelve o'clock". 

678. The debate on this matter was reported in: PILOT, 9 March 1848, and 
HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 15 March 1848, in identical accounts; LA MINERVE, 
6 March 1848; and GLOBE, 15 March 1848. 

679. GLOBE, 15 March 1848. 

680. PILOT... 9 March 1866. 

OG. web e De 

682. GLOBE, 15 March 1848. 

683. -18iD. 


MONDAY, 6 MARCH 1848.1 


(18) 


Mr. Cuthbert WILLIAM CUTHBERT, Esquire, Member for the 
takes his County of Bonaventure, having previously taken 
Seat. the oath, according to law, and subscribed before 





the Commisstoners the Roll containing the sane, 
took hts seat in the House. 


Champ Lain Mr, Speaker laid before the House, a State- 

and St. Law- ment of the Affatrs of the Champlain and St. Law- 
rence Rattroad. rence Ratlroad, for the year 1847, 

Appendix (D.) For the satd Statement, see eae et Lee 
Sherbrooke Also, a Statement of the Affatrs of the Sher- 
Cotton Factory. brooke Cotton Factory, pursuant to the Mine 8th 

VLCtOria, Cap. ol. 

Appendix (EZ. ) For the satd Statement; see Appendix (E.) 

Prescois Mr. Speaker acquainted the House, that Donald 

Eleetion, M'Donatd (Roy), nd Alexander M'Dougall, Esquires, 





had entered into the usual Recognizance required 
by law, on the subject matter of the Contested Election for the County 
of Prescott. 





Petitions The following Petitions were severally brought 
brought up. up, and Laid on the tabtle:— 
By Mr, Malloch, --The Pet tion of Abrahan Moon 





and others, of the Township of Osaoode. 
By Mr. Cameron of Kent,--The Petition of H. Jones and others, of 
Enniskilien and other Townships, tn the Western District; and the Peti- 


tion of Mrs. Hannah Thompson, of Perth, im the Destrvet oF Bathurst 


e 4 = “Coen = oe od 
widow of the late Nicholas T. Thompson. 
By Mr, Guillet,--The Petition of Ferdinand Friteau, Esquire, and 


Ch uUL & 
others, of Ste. Geneviéve and other Parishes, on the River Batitscan, in 


the County of Champlain. 

By the Honorable Mr. Boulton,--The Petition of I. W. Powell and others, 
of Port Dover and its OPEC aK 

By Mr. Laurin,--The Petition of the Reverend James Nelligen and others, 
Roman Catholte Clergymen of the County of Megantic; an and the. Petition of 
Louts Méthot, Mayor, and others, of the Parisi GF Ore. CYOLe. 


(19) 
By Mr. Thompson,--The Petition of John Jarron and others, of the 
District of Niagara. 

By Mr. Wilson,--The Petition of ee Cameron, Esquire, and others; 
and the Petttton of Orange Clarke, of London, tn the District of London. 
By Mr. Brooks,--The Petition of Thomas Davis and others, of Eaton 

and other Townships. 
By Mr, Smith of Wentworth,--The Petition of Janes O'Loane and others, 
of the Toumshtps of Glandford and Ancaster, in the District of Gore. 


By Mr. Lyon.--The Petition of Charles P. Treadwell, Esquire, and 


ry 
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others, of the District of Ottawa. 

By Mr. Holmes,--The Petition of the Montreal Telegraph Company; the 
Petition of J. TI. Brondgeest, Esquire, President, and others, on behalf 
of the Hamilton Board of Trade (Canals); the Petition of J. T. Brondgeest, 
Esquire, President, and others, on behalf of the Hamilton Board of Trade 
(Joint Stock Companies); the Petition of J. T. Brondgeest, Esquire, Presi- 
dent, and others, on behalf of the Hamilton Board of Trade (Usury Laws); 
and the Petition of the Montreal and Lachine Railroad Company. 

By Mr. Dwnas,--The Petition of A. LaRoeque of Montreal, and of Amable 
Archambeault and others, of the Parish of L'Assomption; and the Petition 
of Jd. B. Merlleur, Esquire, and others, members of the Incorporated Col- 
lege of L'Assompttion. 

By the Honorable Mr. LaFontaine,--The Petition of the Reverend Messire 
Ducharme, Founder and Supertor of the College of Ste. .Thérése de Blain- 
ville. ae 

By Mr, Hall,--The Petition of the Municipal Council of the District of 
Colborne (Criminal Justice); and the Petition of the Municipal District of 
Colborne (Land Tax). 

By Mr, DeWitt,--The Petition of S. H. Masson, and others, inhabitants 
of Dundee and its vicinity, tn the County of Beauharnots. 

' By the Honorable Mr, Macdonald,--The Petition of John Counter, Es- 
quire, and others, of Kingston, (Marine Insurance. Company). 

By -Mr, Wetenhall,--The Petition of the Munictpal Counetl of the Dis- 
trict of Gore (Remuneration to Warden); and the Petition of the Munictpal 
Councetl of the District of Gore (Clerks of the Peace). 

By Mr, Richards,--The Petition of James A. Chambers and others, of 
the Village of Farmersville and its vicinity, in the County of Leeds. 

By Mr, Prince,--The Petitton of the Munictpal Council of the Western 
District (Absentees); and the Petition of the Munictpal Council of the 
Western District (Educatton), 

By Mr. Chabot,--The Petition of the Charitable Association of the 
Roman Catholte Ladies of Quebec. 

By Mr, Morrison,--The Petition of Ashton Fletcher and others, of the 
Township of Markham and its vicinity. 

By the Honorable Mr. Laterriére,--The Petition of the Reverend M. 
Chauvin and others, of the Parishes of La Bate St. Paul and St. Urbatn, 





in the County of Saguenay; and the Petition of the Reverend A, Beaudry 


and others, of the Parish of St. Etienne dite La Malbate and other places, 
in the County of Saguenay. 





Petitions Pursuant to the Order of the day, the following 
read. Petitions were read:-- 


Of George B, Hopper and others, of the Township 
of Nepeau; praying the appointment of a Surveyor to complete the survey of 
Concession A, Rideau front of the satd Township. : 

Of William Kirk and others, of the Townships of Hemningford and Sher- 


ington; praying that the Revenue Laws may be so amended as to allow them 


free ingress and egress to the Mills and Machinery situated within the 
Umited States, for the purpose of domestic Milling. 


Of W. H. Boulton, Esquire, Mayor, on behalf of a Meeting of the Inhabi- 


ho 
io 
> 


tants of the City of Toront 3. representing the evils resulting from the 
Emigration of last year, and neraying for the adoption of such measures 
ent thetr recurrence. 


n 
Counter, Esquire, and others, of the City of Kingston; pray- 











ing to be Wecweera ee as the City of Kingston Gas Light Company . 
Of David Trudel and others, of the Parish of Ste. Geneviéve de Batts- 
ean; praying for amendments to the Educatton Act. 

Ff Joseph Rtrchard Thompson, of the Township of Brock, in the Home 
Distriéet; praying for the pass ing. of aw Act to authorize the Courte of 
Chancery and Queen's Bench in Upper Canada, in thetr discretion, to admit 
him to practise as a Soltcitor and an Attormey therein respectively. 

Of the Reverend C, Gauvreau and others, of Riviere Quelle, and ad- 
jotning Parishes; praying for pecuntary aid in favor of an Estabitshment 


tng tshes Y i 2 Est 
for the education of young females, founded by the late Bishop Panet, 
‘ b 








7 Quebec, 

Of Philtp Wismer and others, of the District of Niagara; praying the 
repeal of that part of the Aet 9 Vie. Chap. 2¢, which imposes a fine upon 
Quakers, Menonists, and Tunkers, refusing to do Militia duty in time of 
War. 

Of Daniel Palmer and others, of. the Township of Grimsby, in the Dis- 
trict of Ntagara; praying for the appotntment of a Commission to estab- 
itsh the Concession or Road allowances in the satd Townshtp. 

OF Sanuel Wood and others, of CLINT m and other Townships, tn the 
District of Niagara; praying an Act of Incorporation to enable them to 
construct a Turnpike Road from St. Catharine's to the top of the Moun- 
tain known as the Mill Road. 

Of Louis Edouard Pacaud, Esquire, Commisstoner of the Bankrupt Court 
for the District of Three Rivers; praying to be remmerated for his ser- 
viees as such, from the 2ist April, 1844, to the 17th August, 1646. 

Of Joseph Boucher de Niverville, of Three Rivers, Esquire, Captain 
of the Indian Corps during the late War with the United States; praying 

es . 














remuneration for his services during the last War, 
Of the Reverend Messtre Lebourdais and others, of St. Antotne de la 
Riviére du Loup and other Parishes, tn the County of St. Maurice; pray- 
Poy D. 


ing for a grant of money for the improvement of the Riviere au Loup. 

OF the sa ot Counetl of the Distriet of Broek; praying that the 
endowment of the University of King's College, Toronto, may not be dtivid- 
ed, and that Theological Institutions may in no case be provided at the 
publie expense, 

Of the Muntetpal Council of the District of Brock; praying the pas- 
sing of alaw to authorize. Commisstoners to settle all disputed lines, 
boundartes, and road allowances, in the satd District. 

Of the Munitetpal Counctl of the District of Brock; praying that the 
Courts of Assize and Nist Prius, Oyer and Terminer, and General Gaol 
Delivery, may be held in the said District more than once a-year. 

Of D, Thomas and others, of the Townships of Shipton and Melbourne, 
Cee of Sherbrooke; praying aid to continue the Arthabaska Road to the 
Craig's Road, at or near the Village of Richmond, tn the satd Township. 

Of the Rector and Churchwardens of St. Paul's Church, of London, in 


the eee of London; praying for the passing of an Act to authorize 
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them to dispose of certain Lands belonging to the said Church, and to 
lease certain other Lands also belonging to the said Church. 

OF L. Lawrason and others, of the Town of London; praying to be in- 
corporated as a Joint Stock Company for the introduction of suttable 

(20) 
Manufactures into thts Province. 

Of Guillaume Robitaille and others, of L'Ancienne Lorette; praying 
that a loan may be effected for the purpose of macadamizing the Road 
Leading from Cote a Champigny to Commissioners Bridge. 

Of Antotne Légaré and others, Members of the Association of Teachers 
of the District of Quebec; praying for aid to enable them to establish 
a Library, 

f the Reverend John Cook, D. D., President of the Quebee Library 
Assoctatton; praying a grant of money in f the said Assoctation. 

Of M. Townsend and others, Directors of the Clarenceville Academy; 
praying for an tnereased aid to the said Institutton. 

Of Alphonso Wells, Esquire, Late Commisstoner, on the part of Canada, 
for determining the boundary line between Canada and New Brunswick; pray- 
ing remuneration for hts services and expenses in the satd capacity. 

Of the Reverend John O'Grady and others, of Ste. Catherine de Fossamn- 
bault; praying that the Parish Municipal Councils be revived. 


Qn 
is 

Qy 
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Of J. E. Pageot and others, of the Parish of L'Anctenne Lorette, in 
the County of Portneuf; praying that the Parish Muntctpal Councils be 


revived, 


Of the Members of the College of St. Hyacinthe; setting forth the 
insuffietency of the Butlding now used for the purposes of the said Col- 


lege, and praying aid to erect a more suitable Butlding. 
Of the Reverend E, Blyth and others, of the Parish of Ste. Martine 


de Beauharnois; praying aid for the construction of a Toll Bridge over 


the River Chateauguay. 

Of Henry J. Barber and others, of the Township of Townsend; praying — 
that no Charter be granted for the construetion of the contemplated Road 
from Waterford to the Hamilton and Port Dover Road, but that a survey 
may be made by an offtcer of the Board of Works, to ascertain the best 
and most practicable line of road for that section of Country. 

Of Alexis Rivard, Esqutre, and Joseph Garon, of Rimouskt;. praying 
to be remunerated for their services as Warden and Clerk, respectively, 
of the late Munictpal Council of the District of Rimouski. 

Of the Montreal Board of Trade; praying for the passing of an Act to 
regulate the packing of Butter, and its inspection at the Ports of Que- 
bee and Montreal. 

"Of the Montreal Board of Trade; praying the continuation of the Act 9 
Vie. cap. 30, relating to Bankrupt Laws, and, also, of the Act 4 and 5 
Vie. Cap. 89, regulating the inspection of Flour and Meal. | 

Of Peter Perry, Esquire, and others, of Whitby, Pickering, and ad~ : 
jacent Townships; praying for aid to macadamize, plank, or gravel the Road 
between the Rouge Hill and the eastern limit of Whitby, or otherwise that 
they may be incorporated as a Joint Stock Company for that purpose. 

Of the Munietpal Council of the District of Johnstown; praying that 
the Law relating to the expenses of the Administration of Criminal Justice 
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in Upper Canada, may be so amended as that all such expenses may be 




















patd out of the Consolidated Revenue Fund of the Province. 

Of George Chaperon, of the Parish of La Bate St. Paul; praying to 
be compensated for his services as Comntsstoner for the opening of a 
aa between’ the satd Partsh and_St. Joachim. 

Of the Literary and Historical Soctety of Quebee; praying the usual 
annual atd in support of the said Institution. 

Of Richard Tims and others, of Cap Blanc, Quebec; praying that in 





the event of the renewal of the leases of certain lands called Cap 
hetr rtghts and interests may be observed. 
he Roman Catholie Board of School Commtsstoners of the City of 


Quebec; praytng a certatn amendment to oe Education Law. 

OF William kK. Mackenate of L'Ortgnal, tn the County of Prescott, 
Esquire; setting forth:--Thaét the Pett oe Boy are. wot ne) Las 
General Election of a Representative to represent the said County of 
Prescott tn the present Parliament, was a freeholder in the County of 
Prescott, and claimed to have had a right = vote, cnd-agidivore, at 
the satd General Electton, wherein Donald M'Donald, Netl Stewart, and 
Thomas Hall Johnson, Esqutres, were candidates for the representation 

7 ig 5 














thereof: That at such Election, the said Thomas Hall Johnson,was declared 
by the Returning Offtcer duly elected as the Representative of the sard 
County of Prescott, by a majority of one over the said Netl Stewart: 

That some of the voters who voted for the satd Thomas Hall Johnson voted 
without the Townshtp wherein the property in right of whitch they voted 
at the said Election was situated, as may be seen by a reference to the 
Poll Books kept at the satd Election: That several of the voters who 
voted for the satd Thomas Hall Johnson at the said Election, were not, 

at the time of such voting, possessed of the necessary property qualtft- 
catton to entitle them to vote at the said Election, un consequence of 
whteh several illegal votes were polled for the satd Thomas Hall Johnson: 
That tn the Townshtp of West Hawkesbury, tn the satd County of Prescott, 





J 
par 


satd Thomas Hall Jolnson, Donald M'Donald, and 
perty tn right of whtch such vetes were given were 
not (but with very few exceptions) entered in the Poll Book kept for the 
said Township, at the said Elect Lon; thus rendering it tmposstble, ona 
serutiny of votes to determine w oe lad the majortty of legal votes at 
the Election so holden in the satd Townshtp: That an open house was kept 
tn the satd Townshtp mae West ! Ane es He on the days of the said Electton, 
within a few acres of the hustings, where many of a voters of the said 
Thomas Hall Johnson were entertained wtth Liquor, food and beds, at (the 
Petitioner belteves) the expense of the said Tae Hall Johnson: That 
brtbery, corruption, and tntimidatton were resorted to by the satd Thomas 
Hall Johnson to persons who voted for him at the said Electton; and pray- 
tng that the House will enquire into the allegations of the Petitioner, 
and act tn the premises in such a manner as may rere to the House con- 
So with law and justice; that the Return made by the Returning Offtcer 
t the said General Election be cancelled, and that a new Writ of Election 
be tssued for the satd County of Prescott. 
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Pepiiiom oF). Resolved, That the Petition of David Bruce and 
Bruce and others, of the Town of Picton, in the Dis- 
others, refer- trict of Prince Edward, be referred to a 
red. Seleet Comntttee, composed of Mr. Flint, Mr. 





Stevenson, Mr. Price, Mr. Prince, and Mr. 
Meyers, to examine the contents thereof , and to report thereon with all 
convenient speed, by Bill or otherwise; with power to send for persons, 
papers, and records. 


Address re- The Honorable Mr. Baldwin reported, from the 
ported. Spectal Committee appointed to draw up an Address 


to Hts Excellency the Governor General, that they 
had draum up an Address accordingly; and the same was read, as follow- 
Th:-- 


To Hts Excellency The Right Saas ic James, Earl of Elgin and Kincar- 
dine, Knight of the most anetent and most noble Order of the Thistle, 
Eee General of British ee America, and Captatn General and 
Governor tn Chief tn and over the Provinces of Canada, Nova Scotia, 


(27) 
New Brunswick, and the Island of Prince Edward, and Vice Admiral of 
the same, &c. &c. &e. 
May tt please Your Excellency, 

We, Her Majesty's dutiful and loyal subjects, the Commons of Canada 
in Provineial Parliament assembled, humbly thank Your Excellency for your 
gractous Speech from the Throne, at the opening of the present Session. 

We beg leave respectfully to express our gra trfreation that Your 

weellency has called us together at so early a period after the dissolu- 
tion of the last Parliament. 

We rejovee that Your Excelleney dertved so much satisfaction from the 
tour which, during the recess, Your Excellency was enabled to make through 
the Province. 

We learn with the greatest sattsfaction that steps have been taken 
for placing the Post Offtee tn British North America on an improved foot- 
tng; and we shall gtve our most anxious consideration and attention to 
any measure which may be proposed to effect this tmportant object. 

We recetve with much pleasure the tnformation that a good and prac- 
tteable line of Ratlway between Quebec and Halifax has been discovered 
by the Offtcers to whom the exploration was confided. 

We unite wtth Your Excellency tn the expresston of deepest concern 
for the distress and. suffering attendant upon last year's immigration; 
and we are gratifted to’ knew that Her Majesty's Government have bestowed 
on the subject the most anxtous consideration, with a view to the tntro- 
duction of such provtstons into the _impertatl Passenger Act as may afford 
a security agatnst the recurrence of similar disasters. And we shall be 
happy to co-operate with Her Majesty's Government tn their precauttons, 
by the passage of a Bill, which we hope will have the effect of dyscourag- 
tng the tntroductton of diseased and helpless persons tnto the Province, 
without checking the tide of healthy immigration whteh so powerfully con- 
trtbutes to tts advancement. 

We shall be happy to receive the several communications, on these and 
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matters , ees have been addressed tc Your Excellency by 
ecretary ase State for the Colonies, 
ive our most attentive constderatton to any measures that 
aeTor Seas tng the provisions generally applicable to Ratl- 
ngs ,—~for amending the constttutton of the University of 
,-=for adopting a more equttable made of Assessment tn Upper 
mprovement of the system of Judicature in both sec- 
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MR. BALDWIN--moved, seconded by MR. LAFONTAINE, that the amendment 
of the address be read a second time.3 


MR. MEYERS--(Northumberland)--opposed the second reading of the amend- 
ae as, having been absent when it passed, he was not able to give his 
vote He now desired to say that his vote would have been against it.5 


(27) 
The satd Address being read a second time, 
The Honorable Mr. Baldwin moved, seconded by the Honorable Mr. LaFon- 
tatne, That the Questton of concurrence be now put upon the satd Address 
The Question betng put upon the said Motion, the House divided; and 
the names betng called for, they were taken down; as follow:-< 


YEAS. 


Messteurs Armstrong, Aylwin, baldwin, Beaubien, Beil, Boulton of NOR- 
FOLK, Bouthilitver, Burritt, Cameron of KENT, Cauchon, Chabot, Chauveau, 
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SS ser SLi ser Dumas , DeWitt, Egan, Flint, Fortier, 

Fournter, sop HLL, aa Guillet, Hatt, Holmes , Bincks , Jobin, Johnson, 

LaFontaine, Laterrvére, Laurin, Lemieux, Leslie, Lyon, Macdonald of 
Papi- 


GLENGARRY, Marguis, M'Farland, Merritt, Morrison, Nelson, Notman 
neaqu, Richards, Sauvageau, Scott of BYTOWN, Scott of TWO MOUNTAINS, 
Smith of DURHAM, Smith of WENTWORTH, Taché, Thompson, Watts, and Weten- 
hall.--(58.) 

NAYS. 

Messteurs Attorney General Badgley, Brooks, Cayley, Christie, Cryster, 
Cuthbert, Daly, Macdonald of KINGSTON, Str Allan N. MacNab, Malloch, M'- 
Connell, M'Lean, Meyers, Prince, Robinson, Seymour, Sherwood of BROCK- 
VILLE, Attorney General Sherwood, Smith of FRONTENAC, Stevenson, Webster, 
and Wilson.--(22, ) 

So tt was carrted tn the Affirmative. 


Address Resolved, That thts House doth agree with the Com- 
agreed to. mittee tn the satd Address to be presented to 


His Excellency the Governor General. 


Ordered, That the satd Address be engrossed. 


MR. BALDWIN--then moved, seconded by MR. LAFONTAINE, that the mem- 
bers of the House do wait on His Excellency, the Governor General, with 
the Adress (sic)”. 


21) 
Resolved, That the said Address be presented to His Excellency the Gover- 
nor General by the whole House. 

MR. BALDWIN--seconded by Hon. MR. LAFONTAINE, moved that such Hon. 
Members as belonged to the Executive Council should wait on His Excel- 
lency the Governor General, and ascertain when it would be His Excel- 
lency's pleasure to receive the answer to the address, 


(277 
Ordered, That such Members of this House as are of the Honorable the 
Executive Council of thts Province, do wait upon His Excellency 
the Governor General, to know Hts Excellency's pleasure when he 
will be attended by this House with their Address. 


His Excellency The Honorable Mr. Cayley, one of Her Majesty's 
appoints to Executive Council, rose in hts place, and acquainted 
be attended. Mr. Speaker and the House, that His Excellency the 


Governor General will receive the House with its Ad- 
dress, in answer to His Excellency's Speech at the opening of the present 
Session, to-morrow, at twelve o'clock at noon, at the Government House, 


MR. INSP. GEN. CAYLEY--would also take the opportunity of informing the 
House, that in consequence of the vote on the amendment to the address on 
Friday night, Ministers had tendered their resignation to His Excellency on 
Saturday. He was aware that the usual course was to wait until the answer 
to the address had been presented, but on account of the lapse of time 
between Friday and the time appointed for the presentation of the answer, 
they had thought it adviseable to tender their resignation before hand. 
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(ole 
Norfolk Joint _ The Order of the day for the second reading of 
Stock Com- the Bill to authorize the formatton of Joint Stock 
ponLes” Bian. Companies in the County of Norfolk, for the con- 





struction of Plank or Macadanized Roads within the 
satd County, being read; 


Ordered, That the Bill be read a second time to-morrow. 


rdered, 
(22) 

Land Sur- The Order of the day for the second poms OF 

veyors! Bill. the Bill to repeal the Ordinance there 2TN TeONEE 

Co and to make better provision reepecti ing Land 8 Sur 
veyors and the admeasurement of Lands in Lower Cape 








rdered 
be Ses Eee 
Beauharnots The Order of the day for the attendance of Rf. 
Election. H#. Norval, Hequire; Returning Ufyjteer at the late 
Electton for the County of Beauharnots, at the bar 
of this House, being read;? 


MR. INSP. GEN. CAYLEY--seconded by Hon. MR.. COM. CR. LANDS MACDONALD, 
then ee the adjournment of the HOuse, as, on account of the peculiar 
position in which they stood, it was advisable that business should be 
deferred until to morrow. 


MR. AYLWIN--said, the only objection he had to an adjournment was 
that the Returning Officer for Beauharnois was in attendance, he having 
been cited to appear before the bar of the House on this day, end the 
postponement of the order of the day, of which this was one, and the 
adjournment of the House, might put him to serious inconvenience. lt 


COL. GUGY and COL. PRINCE--also said, they thought it but just that 
he should not be kept in durance, but brought to trial at once or libera-— 
ted from future appearance borers the bar of the House.12 


(22) 

The Honorable Mr. Cayley moved, seconded by the Honorable Mr. Mac- 
donald, and the Question being put, That the said Order of the day be 
postponed unttl to-morrow. 

The House divided; and tt was carried in the Affirmative. 


Adjourn- Resolved, That when thts House doth adjourn, it 
ment. will adjourn until to-morrow, at half-past 


eleven o'clock in the forenoon. 
And then the House adjourned. 13 


APPENDIX: 6 MARCH 1848. 


(C(NOTICE OF MOTION RE: ADDRESS ON GREAT WESTERN RAILROAD 
COMPANY . ) ) 


STIR A. MACNAB--gave notice that he would move for an address to His 
Excellency the Governor General, praying for copies of all correspondence 
which had passed between the Government and the Great Western Railroad 
Company. 14 


((NOTICE OF MOTION RE: INTEMPERANCE BILL.))1+5 


COL. GUGY--moved that the House resolve itself into a Committee of the 
whole, ROSROEL OWE for the purpose of considering measures for the suppression 
of intemperance. 6 


Cries of “hear, hear, from MR: AYLWIN. +7 


FOOTNOTES: 6 MARCH 1848. 
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PILOT, 7 March 1848, observed: ''There was very little business done 
in the House of Assembly yesterday evening." 

The debate on this matter was reported in: BRITISH COLONIST, 7/7 March 
1848, GLOBE, 8 March 1848, MORNING CHRONICLE, 8 March 1848, BRITISH 
WHIG, 8 March 1848, and the EXAMINER, 8 March 1848, in identical ac- 
counts; MONTREAL GAZETTE, 8 March 1848, and PILOT, 11 March 1848, in 
accounts identical except that in the PILOT, some speeches have been 
omitted entirely; GLOBE, 15 March 1848; and MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 7 
March 1848. 

MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 7 March 1846, 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 8 March 1848. 

MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 7 March 1848, 

BRITISH COLONIST, 7 March .be4e, 

MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 7 March 1848, 

EBD. 

The debate on this matter was reported in: MONTREAL GAZETTE, 8 March 
1848; MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 7 March 1848; LE CANADIEN, 10 March 1848; 
and BRITISH COLONIST, 7 March 1848, GLOBE, & March 1848, MORNING 
CHRONICLE, 8 March 1848, BRITISH WHIG, & March 1848, and EXAMINER, 

in identical accounts. 

MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 7 March 1848. 

Te, 

LEED. 

LA MINERVE, 6 March 1848 noted: "La chambre s'ajourne 4 5 heures". 
GLOBE, 15 March 1848. 

The debate on this notice was reported in: BRITISH COLONIST, 7 March 
1848, EXAMINER, 8 March 1848, and BRITISH WHIG, 8 March 1848, in iden- 
tical accounts; and MORNING CHRONICLE, 8 March 1848, and BRITISH COLO- 
NIST, 10 March.1848, im identical accounts. 

MORNING CHRONICLE, 8 March 1848, 

BRITISH COLONIST, 10 March 1848. 


TUESDAY, 7 MARCH 1848. 


12eO. Clock "AsM: 


(22) 
The House at- AT the hour appointed, Mr. Speaker and the 
tend His Ex- House attended upon His Excellency the Governor 
cellency with General, with the Address of the House. 
their Address. And being returned; 


MR. MORIN--having taken his seat, he announced to the House that 
the address of their honourable ((House)) had been duly presented, and 
that His Excellency had been pleased to make a most gracious reply there- 
in. His Excellency had expressed himself highly gratified that the 
Commons were prepared to give earnest attention to the present business-—- 
had assured them that he was always desirous of listening to the advice 
of the House of Assembly, and that he would take immediate steps for 
the formation of a new Executive Council.2 


(22) 

Mr, Speaker reported, that the House had attended upon His Excel- 
leney with their Address in answer to the Speech of His Excellency to 
both Houses of the Legislature, at the opening of the present Session 
of the Provincial Parliament, to which His Excellency was pleased to 
make the following answer: 


Ht 8 Excellen- Gentiemen, 
cy's Answer. I receive with satisfacvion the assurance of 


your desire to promote the interests of the Prov- 
ince by wise and practical USO 
Being always anxious to listen to the advice of Parliament, I shall 
take measures without delay for forming a new Executive Couertl. 


MR. INSP. GEN. CAYLEY--then rose and stated, that in consequence of 
the vote of Friday night the Ministry had on Saturday waited on the Head of 
Government and tendered their resignations; they had advised the answer 
which His Excellency had been pleased to make to the address of the 
House, and only held office until their successors were appointed. 


SiR Bo naar ene moved, that the Speaker do leave the Chair until 
Aeon Lock. 


4 O'Clock, A.M. 


(22) 
Petitions The following Petittons were severally brought 
brought up. up, and laid on the table:-- 
By Mr, Davignon,--The Petition of Albert Chap- 


man and others, of the Setgniory of a in the County of Rouviile. 
By Mr, Dumas,--The Petition of P. C. Phaneuf and others, Electors 
of the County ty of St. Hyacinthe, 
By Mr. Notman, --The Petition of G. Wrong, Chatrman, and W. B. Wrong, 
Secretary, on behalf of a Meeting of the Inhabitants of parts of the 
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Townships of Malahide — and Bayhan; the Petttion of William S. Kanady, on 
behalf of a Meeting of the Inhabitants of the Township of Bayham; the 

Rates 3 cs s Pe 44 . . a aay ae 
Petition of the Muntcipal Counetl oJ the Drstrvcr of London (House of 
Industry); the Petitton of the Muntetpal Counctl of the District of Lon- 
don (Exchange of Bayham for Concessions in Nissourt); the Petition of the 
Munictpal Counctl of the District of London (School Aet); the Petition of 
the Munictpal Counetl of the Distritet of London (King's College); the 
Petition of the Muntetpal Counctl of the District of London (Land of Ab- 
sentees); and the Petition of the Muntcipal Council of the District of 
London (Assessments). 

By Mr. Egan,--The Petition of James Blackburn and others, of the Coun 
ty of Ottawa, and of others of the south bank of the River Ottawa tn Up- 











By Mr. Taché,--The Petition Ae Joseph Garon and others, of the County 
of Rimouski; and the Petition of Michel Larivé, of Ste. Luce, tn the 
County of Rimouskt. 

By the Honorable Mr. Aylwin,--The Petition of Frangois Normand, of the 
Banlteue of Three Rivers, and others, Master Carpenters, Builders, and 
Contractors for Wharves and Bridges; and the Petition of W. A. Townsend 
and others. 

By Mr. Drwnnond,--The Petttion of Ruggles Wright, of Hull, tn the 
Distrtet of Montreal. 


By Mr. Wetenhall,--The Petition of the Muntetpal Counetl of the Dis- 
a 














trict of Gore (Diviston of District): and the Petition of the Trafalgar, 
Esquesing, and Erin Road Company. 

By Mr. Smith of Wentworth,--The Petition of the Muntctpal Counetl 
OF the Dietrtet oF Gore, (School ere 

By Mr. Chabot,--The Petition of Jean Langevin, of the City of Montreal, 
Esquire; and the Petitton of the Hono Ge Willtam Walker and othérs, Dti- 
rectors of the Quebec Gas Company. 

By Mr. DeWttt,--The Petition of Joseph Watter and others, of the Par- 
tsh of St. Tumothée, in the County of Beauharnots 

By Mr. Burrttt,--The Petition of the Municipal Counctl of the Distrrct 
of Johnstown (Division Courts. . 

By th pone eee Mr. Robinson, ~-The Petition of Willtan B. M'Vity, 


e 
Clerk of the Peace for the District of Stmeoe; the Petition of the Munt- 
etpal Counetl of the District of § umeoe (Assessment Law); the Petition of 
the Muntetpal Counetl of the District of Simcoe (Assessment Rolls); the 
Petttton of the Muntetpal Counetl of the District of Simcoe (Road from 
Barrie to Orilita); the Petition of the Muntetpal Counetl of the District 
of Simcoe (Elections); the Petitton of the Muntctpal Council of the Dts- 
trtet of Simcoe (Fireproof Offices); the Petition of the Muntctpal Coun- 
etl of the District of Stmcoe (Administration of Justice); and the Petttion 
of the Muntctpal Counetl of the District of Stmeoe (Penetangutshine Road.) 


Petitton.of the Resolved, That the Petition of the Rector and Church 
Rector, “Gen, oF Wardens of St. Paul's ae of London, in the 
Clos oS Parish of London, be referred to a Select Com- 

Church, London; mittee, composed of Mr. Wilson, the Honorable 


Str Allan N. MacNab, and the Honorabie Mr. Robin- 
son, to examine the contents thereof, and to report thereon with all con- 
ventent speed, by Bill or otherwise; with power to send for persons, papers, 
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and records. 


Of L. Lawra- Resolved, That the Petition of L. Lawrason and 
son_and others; others, of the Toum of London, be referred to 
a Select Committee, composed of Mr. Wilson, 


Mr. Merritt, and Mr. Cameron of Kent, to examtne the contents a: 
and to report thereon with all convenient speed; with power to send for 
persons, papers, and records. 





Of S. Wood Resolved, That the Petition of Samuel Wood and 
and others; others, of Grantham and other Tow Townships, in 


the Ure of Niagara, be referred to a 
Seleet Committee, composed of Mr. Merritt, the Honorable Mr. Boulton, 
Mr. M'Farland, Mr. Thompson, and Mr. tth of Wentworth, to examine 
the contents thereof, and to report thereon with all convenient speed; 
with power to send for persons, papers, and records. 


Of D. Palmer Resolved, That the Petitton of David Palmer and 
and others: others, of the Tounshtp of Grimsby, tn the 
District of Niagara, be referred ie a Select 
Committee, composed of Mr. Merritt, Mr. M'Farland, and Mr. ompson, 
(20) 


to examine the contents thereof, and to report thereon with all convenient 
speed; with power to send for persons, papers, and records. 


Of G. Chaper- Resolved, That the Petttion of George Chaperon, of 
on, referred. the Parish of La Bate St. Paul, be referred to 





a Select Committee, composed of the Honorable 
Mr. Laterrtére, the Honorable Mr. Robinson, Mr. Christie, Mr. Cauchon, 
and Mr. DeWitt, to examine the contents thereof, and to report thereon 
with all conventent speed; with power to send for persons, papers, and 
records. 


Report _on Mr. Holmes, from the Select Committee to which 
Montreal Cor- was referred the Petttton of the Mayor, Alderman, 
poration Peti- and Citizens of the City of Montreal, with power 
tion. to report by Bill or otherwise, presented to the 





House a Bill to amend the Act 6 Vie™ cap. 09, con 
soltdating the provtstons of the “Ordinance to in- 
corporate the City of Montreal, which was received 
and read for the first time; and ordered to be read 
a second time, on Friday next. 


Montreal In- 
corporation 
Bie 








MR. AYLWIN? rose and said, he had been authorized to make a statement 
to the House®. ((He)) stated that the address of the House, on the speech 
from the throne, had been this day received by His Excellency the Gover- 
nor General, / ((who)) in consequence of the vote of Friday last, had been 
pleased to send for his Honourable friends, the member for Montreal and 
Terrebonne, and the member for the 4th Riding of York, and had been gra- 
ciously pleased to entrust in their hands the formation of a new Provin- 
cial Administration. His Hon. friends were now engaged in executing their 
duty to her Majesty®. ((He)) said it was customary on a change of Ministry 


for the House to adjourn, to give hon. members time to prepare their 
plans;? he therefore suggested that the orders of the day should be 
postponed, and moved that the House, at its rising, adjourn till Thurs- 
day at four o'clock.10 


COL. GUGY--thought that time was not their own, and it ought not to 
be thus wasted, he wished very much to proceed with the Bill he now held 
in his hand, (Bill for the suppression of Intemperance,) and would wish 
it to be read as it was on the Orders of the Day.1t 


MR. AT. GEN. SHERWOOD--said he did not see the House could proceed 
with business under the circumstances.1l2 


SIR A. MACNAB--said, that as the Returning Officer for the county 
of Beauharnois had been in attendance at the bar since Sunday-—-13 


MR. AYLWIN--No, Monday, the order was corrected.14 


SIR A. MACNAB--Well then, since Monday; it was but just that he 
should be brought before the House immediately, and the case proceeded 
with or dismissed, 


MR. AYLWIN--had no objection that this case should be disposed of, 
if the other orders were postponed.16 


MR. DRUMMOND--said, had he thought the case would have been put off 
from day to day, he would not have voted for the appearance of the Re- 
turning Officer.l/? They owed it to Mr. Norval to proceed with this case 
immediately.18 


The orders of the day were then postponed with the exception of the 
one summoning Mr. Norval to the bar.19 


(23 
Adjournment. Ordered, That when this House doth adjourn, tt will 
adjourn until Thursday next, at four o'eloek, 
Pu 
Beauharnots The Order of the day for the attendance of R. H. 
Election. Norval, Esquire, Returning Officer at the late Elec- 
tton for the County of Beauharnots, at the bar of 


thts House, being read; 
And the House being tnformed that Mr. Norval attended at the door, he 


was called tn; took his seat at the bar, and, 


MR. AYLWIN--rose and said, that having made the motion under which 
the Returning Officer for the County of Beauharnois was at the bar, it 
was incumbent on him to follow up that motion with such a course as 
should enable the House to decide whether the course which he had pur- 
sued was consistent with his duty, and, if otherwise, what punishment it 
should mete out to him. And, in doing so, he should pursue the course 
which had been marked out in the great case of privilege in the House of 
Commons in relation to the publishing of printed papers, and he proposed 
to put to the Returning Officer four or five questions, the answers to 
which would guide him in his subsequent course.21 If he answered them 
satisfactorily, as nodoubt he would, he should be the last man to wish to 
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censure him; but if otherwise, it would then he time for him to consider 
what course he should adopt.22 The first question he desired to ask, 
through the Speaker, was--Are you the Returning Officer to whom the 
writ of election for the County of Beauharnois was directed at the last 
general election?23 


(23) 
at the bar, the following Questton was proposed to be put to him: 
Are you the Returning Officer to whom the Writ of Election for the 
County of Beauharnots was directed at the last General Electton?-- 


SIR A. MACNAB--apprehended that the course pursued by the hon. 
member for Quebec on this occasion was very unusual, and one for which 
he could find no precedent. In the first place, it ought to have been 
noticed that Mr. Norval was at the bar and reported to the House by the 
Speaker. 24 


MR. MORIN--It has been reported to the House.25 


SIR A. MACNAB--In the next place, the hon. gentleman had spoken of 
the punishment which would be awarded to the gentleman at the bar. Now, 
he should like to hear of the hon. member whether——26 


MR. AYLWIN--rose to order.--His hon. friend had misunderstood him. 
He had said if the answers of the Returning Officer were unsatisfactory, 
he should then conceive it is only his duty, etc...2/ 

SIR A. MACNAB--next contended that the House ought first to have 
resolved that Mr. Norval had been guilty of a breach of the privileges 
of the House. He thought there was no precedent in which a Returning 
Officer was called to the bar and questions put to him in order to make 
him criminate himself out of his own mouth. He contended that there 
was no charge against this Returning Officer.28 ((He)) asserted that 
the Returning Officer could answer the questions put to him or not, just 
as he pleased.29 ((But)) any questions that are put to him, his refus- 
ing so to do will be contempt of this House and he will be committed; 
he thought it unprecedented either in Civil or Parliamentary Law to bring 
a man up to the Bar without a charge, or a shadow of one--and without 
telling him what their intentions were, or charges, attempt to convict 
him out of his own mouth.30 It was no charge for an hon. member to rise 
in his place and accuse Mr. Norval of acting improperly. A charge ought 
first to be recorded on the Journals of the House against Mr. Norval,31l 
and then this House ought, after charges were made, to retire and decide 
on its course; 32 and could proceed to put questions to him. He (Sir 
Allan MacNab) had looked into many precedents, but could find none for 
the course now pursued. A Returning Officer had never before been sum- 
moned to the bar until the House had decided that he had been guilty of 
contempt of the House or breach of privilege. Under these circumstances 
he thought the Returning Officer ought to leave the bar, and the House 
ought to decide on the charge to be brought against him. 33 


MR. AYLWIN--said, he had followed exactly the course pursued by the 
House of Commons in the case of Hanside.34 He could not imagine why 
the hon. member for Hamilton, with his Parliamentary experience, should 
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be surprised at the course which he was pursuing.35 None could be in- 
clined to view more favorably the conduct of Mr. Norval, if his answers 
were such as he thought they would be. He had taken the initiative in 
this case, »seeingahia nameropposizerthe vordereotsthesday, -and@tp bam, 
there was nothing strange in a man being judge and overseeing a Court.36 
If the answers of the Returning Officer were such as he anticipated, he 
would be found guilty only of an error of judgment. He (Mr. A.) was 
surprised at the expression that had fallen from the hon. member for 
Hamilton. The gentleman was not there before the House as an offender; 
he was not in custody of the Sergeant at Arms;3/ he was there merely to 
answer to this House for something suspicious in his conduct; his answers 
need ‘not criminateshimseli=-on "the scontrary, they might be of such ‘a 
nature as to show that he had committed no offence; and if such were the 
case, he (Mr. A.) should be prepared to move for his discharge. (Hear, 
hear.)38 No member of the House would feel greater pleasure than him- 
self if his answers to the questions that might be put to him were such 
as to acquit him of any dishonorable intention. He was truly sorry that 
a case of this kind had had occasion to be brought forward in Canada. The 
hon. member for Hamilton had said he could find no precedent in all his 
researches for a case-of this kind. He would be “surprised if he could. 
No case of this kind, to his knowledge, had ever occurred39. It had come 
under the knowledge of this House, that the Poll-Books had been destroyed, 
and the returns were incomplete, and the Returning Officer had been sum- 
moned to the Bar of the House40. It was too late for the opposition of 
the hon. member for Hamilton4l, but now the gentleman was before the House, 
it was necessary either to acquit, to censure, or to punish him; he was 
not summoned here to make his bow and withdraw42 but to answer such 
questions as would enable the House to decide whether he had done wrong 
or not.43 The House had decreed that he should appear, and the case must 
now be dealt with as such cases usually are. He trusted Mr. Norval would 
be able to give such explanations as would satisfy the House. 44 


MR. AT. GEN. SHERWOOD--opposed further proceedings in the case. There 
was no charge preferred against the gentleman who had been summoned he- 
fore the House; he was merely brought to the House to be told that "he 
ought to do better another time." What was he to answer?45 ((He)) oppos- 
ed the motion for bringing the Returning Officer to the Bar, because the 
hon. member for Quebec in making the motion had said, "I have no charge 
to make against this Returning Officer, no charge of corruption, no charge 
of improper or willful misconduct, but I think he has made a mistaken re- 
turn, and ought to be brought to the Bar to be told of it."46 When he 
(Mr.Sherwood) gave his vote against the proceedings of the majority in 
the Beauharnois Election, he was opposed by the member for Hastings, who 
said, that was the cause why they (the Government) would lose his vote; 
why did Mr. Aylwin say at the time, that he had no charge to make, but now 
he comes down in the plenitude of power, and, allowing he has no charge 
of complaint against the Returning Officer, wishes him to answer every 
question he may put, and try to criminate him out of his own mouth. 47 
Let them establish their charge, resolve that he had been guilty of a 
breach of the privileges of the House, but till that was done, they had 
no right to bring the man there. What had they to say against him? What 
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complaint had they to make against him? How was the Returning Officer 

to defend himself? Not a charge, not a pretence of a complaint, and yet 
he was placed at the Bar to answer certain questions to make him criminate 
himself. They had no charge against him but what they would get out of 
his own mouth by their inquisitorial questions. It was monstrous, it was 
contrary to the first principles of English law48. ((He)) defied the 
member for Quebec to produce a similar case; and maintained that the 
proceedings of no Parliament could present a parallel49. The case for 
Hanside50 ((which is)) the one the member for Quebec speaks of51 was no 
precedent;°2 there was a charge against...((those)) who were brought to 
the bar, of a breach of privilege, and they defended themselves°53 through 
Counsel,°4 but here they had no charge, no complaint. First prove that 
he had been guilty of a breach of privilege, something that he could be 
punished for, then summon him to the bar, arraign him, and punish him if 
they would.55 You bring the Returning Officer to the Bar of the House; 
put inquisitorial questions; and in whose custody is he placed? he is 
placed, as a criminal56 charged with something wrong2/, in charge of -the 
Sergeant at Arms,28 and no one can tell him for what!59 Dare he, can he, 
leave that Bar? No, Sir. 60 


MR. AYLWIN, interupting (sic)--He is not a prisoner.61 


MR. AT. GEN. SHERWOOD ((continued))--He had not heard what offence 
he had committed. How then could he defend himself? They wanted to 
drawn (sic) from him by questions something that would criminate hin. 

If this inquisitorial power was exercised by the House, he, for one, 
should exceedingly regret that such a thing was never done in a civi- 
lized country before62, I ask this House, if that is a mode of treating 
an Officer of the House, or a gentleman, or any free man, to arraign a 
man at the Bar of the House without any specific charge or complaint? 
and he defied the hon. member for Quebec to show a precedent for what 

he was doing. 63 


SIR A. MACNAB--So do 1.°4 


MR. AT. GEN. SHERWOOD--No, he could not doubt such a proceeding was 
unknown in the history of Parliamentary proceedings, or of any civilized 
country. 65 In the case of Hanside, which was quoted as a precedent, a 
direct charge had been made. 66 


COL. PRINCE--agreed with every word that had been spoken by Mr. Sher- 
wood and Sir Allan MacNab6/ that this was a wrong course of procedure. 68 
((He)) allowed that great injustice had been done to Mr. Norval, and he 
was brought here without a charge against him. But, Sir, that Returning 
Officer must give way, as he is in a minority,69 like many members of the 
House, who were in the hand of the Philistines. /0 (Laughter.) It was no 
use to kick against the bricks. (Laughter.) He must make a virtue out 
of necessity, and he advised him to remain where he was, and answer with- 
out any meekness and submission the questions which might be put to hin, 
at the same time he trusted his hon. and learned friend the member for 
Quebec would see the error of his way and abstain from putting these ques- 
tions. (Hear.)7l He advised his hon. and learned friend from Quebec not 
to...attempt tomake him criminate himself, although he had heard Mr. Norval 
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was. the (man+most Likely ofvalitmenato dotse jssttit- bis@hon, Sand 

learned friend must know that first principle of justice was’ never 

to induce a man to commit himself.72 He thought he ((Mr. Norval)) 

had done wisely in answering the summons, but had he (Col. Prince) been 
been summoned in like manner, he would not have come; and then the 
Speaker's warrant would have been issued to enforce his attendance, 

and in that case he would have entered an action against him in a 
higher court, and obtained damages for infringing the liberty of the 
subject. /3 


MR. HINCKS--had been astonished at the remarks of some of the hon. 
gentlemen who had addressed the House. It might really be supposed that 
there had been nothing in the conduct of this Returning Officer which 
could possibly Call forth the’ censure of the House. What, were. the 
facts of the case? This Returning Officer had held an election in 
the County of Beauharnois, and this House had unanimously decided the 
return made at that election to be false. 74 


Loud cries. of bear, ~hear} and nO; inos/> 


MR. HINCKS ((continued))--Yes, that return had heen pronounced to 
be a false return (hear, hear,) an improper return. The House had 
unanimously declared that the hon. member for Beauharnois ought to 
have been returned as the sitting member. He did not mean to prejudge 
this question, he did not méan to say that the Keturnime Officer shad 
acted corruptly in making this return, but that he had made one which 
he ought not to have made, no hon. member could deny./6 Mr. Hincks 
would not look into precedents;// the House having harmoniously decided 
that the return was improper, the Returning Officer was called here to 
answer why he had made it. He might have taken legal advice, he might 
be able to show tothe House, “in answer te the question put forth.by 
the hon. member for Quebec that he had acted to the best of his judg- 
ment on the occasion and had not been activated in any way by improper 
motives. What the House would decide in that case it was not for him 
(Mr. H.) to anticipate, but he was sure that no hon. member would be 
disposed to act with severity towards him.78 He did not mean to act 
as judge--/79 


Laughter from the Ministerial Benches. 80 


MR. HINCKS ((resumed))--and the Returning Officer is here to answer 
any questions we may put to him.8l1 The hon. member for Quebec had al- 
ready disclaimed any intention of proceeding harshly towards him, but 
it was perfectly clear that if he had made an improper return he ought 
to be made to answer why he had made it. (Hear, hear.)82 


COL. GUGY--would suggest to the House that there was such a thing as 
a Habeas Corpus Act--such a thing as an Act for the protection of the 
subject, when his rights were attacked. Taking this view of the subject, 
he would like to ask the hon. gentlemen what they would have done if 
the gentleman at the bar83 had not seen fit to ohey their summons84? 
This House, in the "plenitude of its power", had ordered Mr. Norval to 
appear at the bar. -if Mr. Norval had seen fit to treat the order with. 
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contempt, there would haye heen an order to Mr. Speaker to issue his 
warrant; and what would have been the reason assigned in that warrant? 
The apprehension of Mr. Norval? For what grounds could they have at- 
tacked the personal liberty of Mr. Norval? How would the officer have 
dared to violate the sanctity of his person without assigning a reason 
for it? If they had no reason to assign for bringing him there, how 
could they detain him? He was there to evince his respect--his defer- 
ence--for the House;85 because he had the consciousness of having acted 
uprightly. 86 


Ironical cheers from MR. CAUCHON.87 


COL. GUGY ((continued))--The hon. member for Quebec has a happy 
knack of trying to laugh down people, but he has yet to know that ridi- 
cule is not the best of remedies. 88 


MR. AYLWIN--rose, thinking the honorable member for Sherbrooke al- 
luded to him89, 


The hon. member for Sherbrooke, COL. GUGY, explained--what he said 
he intended to apply to Mr. Cauchon.90 ((Mr. Norval)) was here of his 
own accord; where, had he so chosen, no lawful power could compel him 
to stand...He spoke in high terms of the character of Mr. Norval, from 
general report; although he was a comparative stranger to himself-—-he 
having seen him but three or four times, and he thought it unworthy of 
the assembly to detain that gentleman a moment longer.91 There was no- 
thing morally wrong in the conduct of this returning officer; at most, 
it was merely an error of judgment. The gentleman was returning officer 
for the first time; he found novel incidents--incidents not novel indeed 
upon the banks of the Liffey or Shannon, but cf which there was no pre- 
cedent on the banks of the St. Lawrence--a robbery of that which was of 
the last importance to the rights and liberties of Her Majesty's sub- 
jects. It was natural that under such circumstances he should feel ill 
at ease, and unwilling to venture on a question of such importance; so 
he had stated the facts, and left the House to decide in the case.92 
He ((Mr. Norval)) had really no better knowledge of the law. Why if 
all men knew the law, how could so many members of this House have at- 
tained wealth and eminence?93 The hon. member for Oxford had used a 
very harsh and unjustifiable word in censuring this gentleman as having 
been guilty of making a false return. The return could scarcely have 
been false when he stated the facts as they occurred.94 ((I1 dit)) que 
cet officier a fait son devoir, qu'il a rapporté que M. DeWitt avait 
la majorité, c'est un rapport vrai. La chambre n'a fait que corriger 
une erreur de jugement que tout le monde eut pu commettre.95 Why, under 
his return you have given Mr. DeWitt his seat, and if he had committed 
an error of judgment, are we all so perfect as to commit none?—-and does 
this House, in the plenitude of its power, charge the want of legal know- 
ledge as crime?96 He submitted therefore to the hon. member for Oxford, 
that he made an insufficient, not a false return.9/ He would ask the 
honorable member for Quebec to recall the question he had put to Mr. 
Norval, as, no doubt, he felt confused, and it was well he should know 
what questions were to be put to him before he appeared at the Bar.98 
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He suggested that the hon. member for Quebec should read the motions 
he intended to make9?9 in order that Mr. Norval might be prepared to 
answer them, and that the House may decide whether or not they were 
relevant.100 If they were such as he had commenced with, the House 
might acquiesce in them; if they were such as to tend to lead the 
gentleman to criminate himself, the House should resist the attempt. 
Those taking this same view of the matter as he did, should join with 
him in requesting that the motions might be read, 101 


MR. DRUMMOND--ne peut excuser sans explication la conduite de M. 
Norval.102 ((He)) said, that he thought in the kindness of his heart 
the hon. member for Quebec had made a slight error in saying that he 
was inclined to release the Returning Officer. If he thought he so 
intended, he should not have voted with him.103 ((He)) said a slight 
error had ((also)) been made by the honorable member for Sherbrooke, 
because the Returning Officer being at the Bar of the House, was prima 
facie evidence that Mr. Norval had disobeyed the law, but hel04 was 
disposed to be more lenient than the hon. member for Toronto. He was 
not for passing a resolution that Mr. Norval had been guilty of a breach 
of privilege until he had the opportunity of explaining his conduct.105 
The hon. members for Toronto and Hamilton wished to criminate him by 
bringing a charge of guilt against him from the House.106 There was 
a strong presumption that Mr. Norval in disobeying the laws, had done 
wrong, and he ought to have an opportunity to explain it. It was 
supposed by hon. members, that when a person was brought before the 
House, he was brought there for punishment. It was not so. He did not 
take it for granted that Mr. Norval had done wrong, on the contrary, 
there was merely a strong presumption that he had disobeyed the law, 
as the law was so clearl07 sur ses deyoirs qu'il n'est pas excusable 
de s'étre trompé ayant pris la responsabilité de son emploil08 ((and)) 
that few men would mistake it. There was a strong presumption that Mr. 
Norval had acted improperly; and haying this presumption he (Mr. D.) 
had no hesitation in requiring that he should be brought to the bar, 
not to be charged with having committed a breach of ‘privilege, but to 
exculpate himself.109 


SIR A. MACNAB--From what?110 


MR. DRUMMOND--From the suspicion which has been raised against him. 
(Hear, hear.) Hon. gentlemen were under the impression that Mr. Norval 
had been brought there as a prisoner. He denied it; he did not consider 
that he was in that position. What he maintained was, that there was 
a strong presumption against him, and that it was an act of mercy to 
bring him there and give him an opportunity of exculpating himself be- 
fore the House and the country.—(lronical cheers.)1l11 He would be the 
last to wish that any questions should be put to him tending to impli- 
cate himll2, and if one single question was put to Mr. Norval tending 
to make him criminate himself, he would the first to protest against it.113 


SIR A. MACNAB--thought that although the privileges of the 
were great, the privileges of Mr. Norval were equally greatl14. Mr. 
Drummond had said that this House had no right to convict Mr. Norval out 
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of his own mouth, and he would say the case quoted by Mr. Aylwin was 
against him. It was a case of the*breach of privilege of the House, 
and are we, because we have the right to drag any man from the east 

or west of this Province, and place him at that Bar, and without any 
charges against him, tell him he must answer any questions put to him,115 
They had no right to bring him there to criminate him out of his own 
mouth. What charges were there on the Journals of the House against 
the individual at the Bar? None at all. Everything there was in his 
favour. He had plenty of authorities to show that before the returning 
officer or any other man could be brought to the bar, a charge must be 
brought against him and entered on the Journalsll6 then read to the 
accused party, who must be called upon for his defence.1l17 The hon. 
gentleman had said there was a suspicion against Mr. Norval, and they 
would send for him wherever he might be, bring him to the bar of the 
House, and convict him out of his own mouth--(No, no,)--and then pun- 
ish him. Was that the justice which the House would desire to extend 
to the people of this country? The people of this country understood 
their rights and privileges as well as the people of that House; and 
Ehouch*this*was but a *trifline matter to the individual at the bar, it 
was an important one to the people of this countryll8. He maintained 
it was a trespass on the rights and. privileges of the people of this 
country, and this House might not proceed119 in it in the manner pro- 
posed. What were the resolutions in regard to this matter found in 

the Journals of this House? He would read them:--"Resolved, 1. That 

it appears by the return -of the Returning Officer appointed to preside 
at the last Election in the County of Beauharnois, and the Poll-Books 
transmitted with the said return, that at the close of the said Elec- 
tion, Jacob DeWitt, Esq., one of the Candidates, had a majority of 
votes.'' Where did they get the information that Mr. DeWitt had a ma- 
jority of votes? Did not they get it from the information communicated 
to them by the Returning Officer? Did not he communicate facts suf- 
ficient to enable the House to give Mr. DeWitt his seat without further 
enquiry? "Resolved, 2. That the said Jacob DeWitt, Esq., ought to 
have been returned at the said Election as Knight Representative to 
serve for the County of Beauharnois in the present Parliament.''--Where, 
too, did they get the information upon which they had arrived at this 
conclusion? Was it not from the return made by Mr. Norval? Was there 
anything corrupt in that? Had he not furnished the information which 
enabled the House to give Mr. DeWitt his seat?120 


MR. DRUMMOND--He ought to have done it himself. (Loud cries of hear, 
hear!)121 


SIR A. MACNAB--did not think so; he thought this was a correct 
and proper return; he did not think Mr. Norval could have gone further 
than he had done under the circumstances. This was a most arbitrary 
proceeding of the House--a proceeding, too, which could be understood 
through the length and breath of the land,122 


Loud cries of hear, hear, from the Opposition.123 
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SIR A. MACNAB ((continued:))--"Resolved, 3. That the seat in the 
House as Representative for the said County of Beauharnois, saving, how- 
ever, to all candidates. and electors, the right of contesting the said 
election as they think proper, in such manner as to law and justice may 
appertain, and according to the usage of Parliament.'--Was not that in- 
formation derived from Mr. Norval's return?--'"'Resolved, 4. That the 
Clerk of the Crown in Chancery do forthwith appear before this House, 
and amend the return of the said County of Beauharnois, by stating. that 
atthe said’ élection the said Jacob DeWitt, was, duly, elected ito repre- 
sent the said County of Beauharnois.'"' Now, did it appear from the Jour- 
nals of the House that any investigation was made, any Committee appoint- 
ed, any report presented? None at all. Where, then did they get the 
information which enabled them to resolve "that the Clerk of the Crown 
in Chancery should amend the writ?" The same answer--they had got it 
from Mr. Norval.124 He would repeat, there was no charge against Mr. 
Norval, and the House of Commons had decided that you cannot put such 
questions as would convict a man out of his own mouthl25. He defied 
the hon. gentlemen to show that an individual had ever been brought 
to the bar of this House of Commons or of the House of Assembly of the 
Upper Canada. He could not speak as to Lower Canada, without first 
some charge having been made against him and recorded on the Journals 
of the House. This was the very first instance he had ever heard of, 
of any individual being summoned from a distant part of the country, 
brought to the bar of that House without any charge being brought 
against him; and convicted out of his own mouth; this was not British 
justice, and if they persisted, by the arbitrary power! of a> majoriey, 
in pursuing this course, they would bring great discredit on the House.126 


(2 5) 

And a Motion betng made by Str Allan N. MacNab, seconded by Mr. Gugy, 
and the Question being put, That Robert H. Norval, Esquire, Returning 
Offtcer at the late Eleetion for the County of Beauharnots, having ap- 
peared at the bar of thts House, tn obedience to the Order of this House, 
and there being no charge before thts House agatnst htm, the satd R. Hd. 
Norval, Esquire, be discharged. inp ae 


COL. GUGY--compared the present proceedings to those of the reign 
of terror duringl2/7 the tribunals of the French Revolution128 quand la 
guillotine était en permanencel29 when people were accused, brought to 
trial and condemned--sous soupcon d'étre soupgonné--under suspicion of 
being suspected.130 (Laughter.)131 


MR. AYLWIN--was really surprised at the course which had been pursued 
by a number of his hon. and learned friendsl32 of the Opposition.133 A 
great deal of warmth134 which this did not requirel35 had been shown.... 
The hon. member for Hamilton upon this occasion spoke very much as one 
who had never been within the walls of Parliament--as one who knew. nothing 
at all about Parliamentary precedents.136 He spoke of this case as one 
unprecedented, and his conduct as inexcusable.137 The hon. member was 
"astonished that such a course being pursued"; he considered it "a great 
invasion on the liberties of the subject'".138 He would tell the House in 


what way this case differed from all other cases, that was in the le- 
nient way it had been dealt with, and has the honorable member never 
heard that this House might designate this offence as a high breach of 
its privileges? The hon. member ought to know more of Parliamentary 
law than he did, and although the course which the House pursued was 
unprecedented, he considered they were perfectly justified in their 
proceedings.139 Another hon. gentleman had asked if the Returning Of- 
ficer had not chosen to appear, in what way would they have proceeded 
against him? Difficulties of all kinds and description had been raised 
and the question was argued at first as if it had not been already deter- 
mined on. A great deal has been said which would have been perfectly 
relevant before the motion was agreed to, that the Returning Officer 
should appear at the bar, but when it had been ordered that he should 
appear at the bar, to what purpose was it that gentlemen got up and dec- 
lared that there was no reason for doing so? In conclusion, he quoted 
several precedents to justify the course he was adopting.140 Dans le 
précédent anglais qu'il a cité il y a beaucoup de similitude, on a 
traité l'officier-rapporteur avec beaucoup d'égard avant de le faire 
paraitre. On a paru prétendre qu'il faudrait que la chambre le décla- 
rat coupable avant de l'avoir entendu. Cette conduite serait assuré- 
ment plus barbare que celle qui se suit. On a parlé de la révolution 
francaise. Mais y a-t-il quelque chose de révolutionaire dans la 
motion devant la chambre? Si c'est le cas, on peut l'appeler révolu- 
tion britannique car elle est basée sur des précédents anglais.141 


MR. INSP. GEN. CAYLEY--contended that Mr. Norval was most _unconstitu- 
tionally placed at the bar of the House both as...defendantl4? ((and)) 
witness, too, on a case wherel43 ((he)) was called upon to answer ques- 
tions by which he was to condemn or expose himself. It was a most unjust 
proceeding144, The question he was prepared to raise was, how far the 
House could oblige Mr. Norval to commit himself?145 Could he be al- 
lowed to criminate himself? (Here the honorable gentleman cited the 
celebrated great Yarmouth Case, which occurred in the House of Commons; 
and in which it was decided that no man be questioned to criminate him- 
self, by a majority of 113 to 65.) The point then was, would the House 
allow the gentleman now at the Bar to criminate himself?146 


MR. AYLWIN--No, no, to excuse himself.147 


MR. INSP. GEN. CAYLEY--But there is no charge against him. Had there 
been a charge it might have been right that he should excuse himself, and 
he would have had counsel allowed for his defence. He objected to the 
question being put .148 


MR. H. BOULTON (Norfolk)--did not think a question could come before 
the House of greater importance than one affecting. their purityl49 es- 
pecially on mattersl50 vindicating their privileges in cases of purity 
of elections. (Hear, hear.) He was disposed to go a little further 
than the hon. gentleman who had moved this question. He thought there 
was a charge against the Returning Officerl51 for Beauharnoisl>2. (Hear, 
hear.) He would not have voted for bringing him to the bar of the House 
if there had not been a charge. (Hear, hear.) But there was a charge;153 
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he thought the resolution of the House for bringing the Returning Of- 
ficer was proof that a charge existedl54; they had established the 
charge against him in seating the hon. member for Beauharnois-—viz., 
that he had acted contrary to law. (Hear, hear.) It was his duty 

to have returned the man who had the most. votesl55 and he appealed to 
the House if such was not the case. If the Returning Officer had act- 
ed rightly, had they acted rightly; for finding he had not done his 
duty. had: they, notedarected “Ehelr clerk to do 1 Tor him. 108 (Ye did 
not charge the Returning Officer with acting corruptly, but with neg- 
lecting his duty; only his answers would prove whether that neglect 
had arisen from an error of judgment or not.15/7 He would punish no 
man for an error of judgment; but he thought no man, presuming he had 
intelligence and other qualifications for his office, which a Returning 
Officer should possess, could have judged so preposterously. Many men 
very innocently committed breaches of privilege; but no House ever pun- 
ished them for that. He once thought the House should have declared 
the charge previous to the appearance of the Returning Officer at the 
Bar, but did not think so now, and he was surprised Sir Allan MacNab 
should have said there was no instance of a contrary proceeding. The 
honorable gentleman cited the case of Stockdale and Hansard in the 
British Parliament, and contended in that case there was no charge.158 


SIR A. MACNAB and MR. AT, GEN. SHERWOOD--There was a petition.159 


MR. H, BOULTON--But, I say the petition contained no charge. 


He admitted no man could criminate himself. t was allowed by the 
law of the land, and this House should not set itself above the law 
of the land. It so happened that he was in England and heard all the 
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debate on the "Great Yarmouth case," cited by the hon. member for Huron, 
on which case the Solicitor-General voted against his party. He thought 
questions could be put preliminary to making a charge. If the answers 
should prove that the Returning Officer knew how many votes the sitting 
member had, he should desire to know why he did not return him. If 

he could then give any reason why he justly thought why he was right; 

he would say no more upon the subject, but would have him admonished 

to do better in future. Hon. members might say that was no punishment. 
He thought it was. It was evident the Returming Officer at the Bar 

had not understood his position, and he ought to be told so, for the 
sake of other Returning Officers, that none should act like him; that 
they should be told, it was their duty to actl60 according to the lawl6l, 
and not think.162 He thought that these questions might be very proper- 
ly put, butitwasfor the Returning Officer to decide whether he would 
answer them or not.163 


MR. HINCKS--trusted that there was no desire on the part of any hon. 
members of this House to smother inquiry into the conduct of this Re- 
turning Officer (loud cries of hear, hear;) but that hon. members only 
desired that ((they)) should proceed fairly on the matter. There was 
a strong feeling throughout the country against the conduct of these 
Returning Officersl64; there justly existed a great prejudice against 
them, for in the late Election they had been partizansl65, It was to 
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be recollected that the Returning Officers were appointed at the plea- 
sure of the Executive Government, and it happened that at the late 
elections some extraordinary returns had been made, for the benefit 

of parties that supported that Government. (Hear, hear.) With these 
facts before them, he trusted the gentlemen who occupied the Treasury 
Benches would see the propriety of allowing that there should be a fair 
enquiry made. It seemed to be objected by hon. gentlemen who had 
spoken, that there was no charge made against this Returning Officer.166 
Was it no charge against the Returning Officer for the House to decide 
that he had made an improper return, and if the return in question 

was not improper, he did not know what an improper return was. Jus- 
tify the conduct of this one, and you would justify all the others.167 
The fact was, that in consequence of his hon. and learned friend, the 
member for Quebec, having adopted a very lenient course of proceeding 
an attempt has been made to prevent the examination of the Returning 
Officer at all. The hon. and learned member for Hamilton asked where 
they had got the information upon which they had placed the hon. mem- 
ber for Beauharnois in his seat. Why, in this way they might justify 
the conduct of the Returning Officers for Oxford, Kent, or any other 
case. Where did they get the information in all these cases, but from 
the poll books? He would suppose a case of a Returning Officer, after 
taking a poll, and one candidate appearing to have a majority of 500 

or 1,000, without assigning any reason, returning the person in the 
minority (hear, hear), were they to be told that because that Returning 
Officer had furnished them with the poll books, containing the infor- 
mation which would enable them to amend the return, they could not pun- 
ish him? (Hear, hear.) There was not a person in the House who desired 
that this Returning Officer should criminate himself--on the contrary, 
they wanted him to excuse himself, to explain the reasons why he did 
not do what this House had decided that he ought to have done. The 
hon. member for Sherbrooke had referred to some expression used by him 
when last he addressed the House: he had said the term "false return". 
In maing use of that expression, he (Mr. H.) had meant nothing offen- 
sive. He was quite as desirous as any other member of the House of 
obtaining an explanation from the Returning Officer, and adopting a 
lenient course, if he could account for his conduct in the return; but 
he felt that the people of this country required that there should be a 
full inquiry made into these cases (hear, hear)168 and he was prepared 
to vote that their wishes should be granted. The honorable member for 
Essex had stated that if Mr. Norval had attended to his advice, he 
would have refused to attend at the Bar of the House, and if compelled 
by force to do so, would have had good grounds for an action of damages 
against the Speaker, but this was dangerous advice, for as long as he 
had a seat in that House, he would vote to maintain its privileges.169 


SIR A. MACNAB--would always be ready to maintain and assert the 
privileges of the House because those privileges were in fact the priv- 
ileges of the people, but he thought that in this case the House was 
guilty of a gross infringment on the liberties of the people in bringing 
aman to that Bar and convicting him out of his own mouth. The hon. mem- 
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ber for Oxford had said that there was a strong feeling throughout the 
country against these Returning Officers. (Hear, hear.) Did the hon. 
gentleman participate in that feeling?170 


MR. HINCKS--:hear, hear.1/1 


SIR A. MACNAB--Then, Sir ... the hon. gentleman should not sit in 
as a judge of any Returning Officer; but leave these matters to be de- 
cided by men not influenced by personal feelings.1/72 The hon. member 
has not right<to remain intthat seacl/2 to vote. (Cronieal cheers.) 
The hon. gentleman himself had some difficulty to encounter in Oxford 
from a Returning Officer;174 he admits he shares the prejudices of 
people out of doors against Returning Officers, and he would best con- 
sult. the honor and dignity of the House,1/> and his own position if he 
would retire before the decision of this question.176 


MR. HITNCKS--I don't think so.l/7 


SIR A. MACNAB--thought that upon reflection he would do so. 
(Laughter.)) Le hes {Sir As )ewete brought te” the Bar of. that Housel/78 
as a criminal,1/79 he would not enter upon any defence with that degree 
of confidence which a man ought to feel in making a defence before 
any tribunal, after hearing one of his judges express the opinion that 
the hon. member for Oxford had expressed. (Hear, hear.)180 At all 
events, he should know he had little chance of an impartial trial. He 
had listened with some astonishment to the member for glorious old Nor- 
folk, (he believed that was the name of the county,) and thought, from 
his great legal knowledge, he ought to have had little difficulty in 
selecting better cases to support his opinion that those he had done. 
However, there were the legal luminaries of Norfolk and Quebec, in 
favor of the present course of proceeding. He would point out the 
course followed in the House of Commons; it first resolves that the 
accused» party has. been  guiity of a breach cr privilese, it then sends 
him a copy of the charge, and confers on him the right to appear by 
Counsel; but this was not the course this House was going to pursue, 
although he should hardly bring himself to think that any Court, espe- 
cially the high Court of Parliament, would desire to convict men out 
of their own mouths. He had some precedents in support of his opinions, 
but would not longer take up the time of the House. There were plenty 
of cases in point, and he believed that if the House proceeded in the 
way they proposed, they would regret it; they were establishing a pre- 
cedent against the dearest rights of the people, against the privileges 
of the House, and committing a great infraction of the liberties of the 
subject.181 He again urged the House to return to British practice.182 


MR. HINCKS=--rose to explain. He had been charged by the) hon. member 
for Hamilton with being unable to vote upon this question with impartial- 
ity; perhaps he could not, but1l83 he was quite as well fitted to give 
an impartial decision as the gentlemen on the Treasury Benches, who had 
themselves appointed these Returning Officers--who had in several cases 
advised them to make the returns they had made--and who had most shame- 
lessly gone there to-night and on previous occasions and endeavoured to 
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screen their improper conduct from investigation.184 (Hear, hear.)185 
((He)) said he could prove the Returning Officers had acted under the 
advice of Ministers of the Crown.186 


MR. AT. GEN. SHERWOOD--utterly denied that Ministers had advised 
Returning Officers,187 


MR. DRUMMOND--I state it, as a fact, that a member of the Government 
advised the Returning Officer in my county. (Cheers.)188 


MR. AT. GEN. BADGLEY--said it was not true.189 


MR. HENCKS--Iestate 1t, as a fact, that it was so in my county. 
(Cheers, )19 


MR. DRUMMOND--sympathized fully with the remarks of Mr. Hincks191, 
I state it again, as a fact, that the opinion of the Attorney General 
East was given to the Returning Officer of the County of Shefford, and 
was hawked over the whole county, (Hear, hear.)192 advice...quite il- 
legal, and most prejudicial to his (Mr. D's) interest193, and he could 
bring the whole County of Shefford to prove it.194 I put it to the 
Attorney General to deny that fact if he can.195 


MR. AT. GEN. BADGLEY--said he knew nothing of any opinion that might 
be alluded to, but he denied having advised any Returning Officer as 
to the course he should pursue in any contested Election.196 I state 
to the hon. gentleman that I did not advise the Returning Officer for 
the County of Shefford.197 


Cheers from the Treasury Benches.198 


MR. AT. GEN. SHERWOOD--denied the charges the hon. member for Oxford 
had brought against Ministers.199 ((He)) denied that ministers had 
come down there to defend the conduct of these Returning Officers, 290 
The Ministry had not come there to screen anyone from merited censure-- 
all they sought was that justice should be done.201 He had said nothing 
about advising or not advising Returning Officers.202 He did not come 
down to this House to oppose enquiry203. For his own part,204 he cer- 
tainly had given one opinion to the Returning Officer for the Third 
Riding of York,295 but as a friend,206 and that was, that he should re- 
turn the person having the majority of votes; but people vary in their 
judgments, and others might differ from him. He was not screening, or 
attempting to screen Mr. Norval from any consequences which might result 
from his act; he was not defending the course he had pursued;297 he was 
acting for the protection of the inhabitants of Canada generally. They 
had no right to pursue the course they were now pursuing~ 8 against any 
person in Canada209, it was unprecedented in the annals of the British 
or any Canadian Parliament.210 They had no right to arraign anyone at 
the Bar of that House unless they could say to him:--Sir, you are brought 
up here to answer this or that charge; and he defied any hon. member to 
produce a case to justify such a proceeding.211 The hon. member for Nor- 
folk, "glorious old Norfolk,"212 who was returned by the overwhelming 
majority of four213-- 
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Cheers and laughter from the ministerial side.214 


MR. AT. GEN. SHERWOOD ((continued:)) maintained that this was the 
right course to pursue. He would ask the hon. gentleman if, when he 
was brought to the Bar of the House of Assembly of Upper Canada,215 
to answer for an offence against their privileges, there’ was mo charge 
against him. Was not the precise charge stated against which he had 
to defend himself?216 Was not ((the charge)) read to him that "Henry 
John Boulton, Esq., Solicitor General for Upper Canada had been guilty 
of a breach of the privileges of the House" (hear, hear, and laughter) 
and...was not ((he)) asked if he had anything to say in his defence, 21/7 
What followed was no matter; only the House did not think the defence 
sufficient; that's all., Mr. Norval might ask,. “lidesixve.tosknew why 2 
am brought here as a criminal, before I answer one word?" The majority 
of course might compel him to answer their questions; they might make 
him a martyr; but it would be one of the most unjust, and of the most 
objectionable proceedings that ever emanated from any, even the lowest 
Judicial Court in Canada, or in the world.218 The hon. member for Nor- 
folk said that there was a charge, that the fact of the House having 
thought fit to put Mr. DeWitt in his seat was a sufficient charge 
against him. That was no charge; he himself had voted for putting Mr. 
DeWitt in his seat, but because he thought that he was entitled to it, 
not because the Returning Officer had done wrong.219 But there was no 
charge made by any party against the Returning Officer of doing inten- 
tional wrong in making an opposite return.--What would Mr. Norval's 
answer be to any questions that could be asked? "I thought myself right 
in reporting exactly what had occurred P-conecaled ine fact: Lacrred, 
I might have been more correct; but in doing what I did, I thought I 
was right.'’ And such answers would, and must, be satisfactory to the 
House, for not any member has presumed to say the slightest imputation 
of guilt attached to Mr. Norval in making thetretumm Retdidy (Why) then 
detain him at the Bar of the House? Why establish so monstrous a prec- 
edent? Why, because hon. gentlemen opposite had got into error at their 
start, and were unwilling to remedy it at this period of the discussion. 
Let them think better of this proceeding, let them have some little sense 
of honesty and justice; if they have erred; if they find that they are 
wrong, why do they not at once discharge the gentleman they have so un- 
justly brought to the Bar? The Speaker has it not in his power to say 
there is any charge against him. What an absurdity then, to keep him 
there! There is no place in the world but this where such a proceeding 
would be tolerated. It is contrary tosneason 4 ted soontrama to quskice; 
contrary to the high spirit of our Criminal Law. He never saw, never 
could have imagined such a departure from the high principles of220 the 
British Constitution22l as the course the majority purposed pursuing 
that night. They might go into the library, they might search the books, 
they might ransack the thousands of volumes to be found there, and he 
defied them to find one case to prove the House had the right or the power 
to proceed as they were doing. They might be perfectly regardless of pub- 
lic opinion; they might be perfectly regardless of Parliamentary usage; 
they might be perfectly regardless of precedent; but they might depend it 


a ia 


would be the last vote of the kind ever given in that House. Let the 
House bring a charge against Mr.»Norval; let them pass a resolution 

that he has been guilty of a breach of privilege;222 then there would 

be a substantial charge against him, and they could compel him to ap- 
pear and justify his conduct, and punish him according to his deserts.223 
He would ((then)) know what course to pursue to justify himself. He 
trusted the House would retrace their steps and make a charge.224 


MR. MACDONALD (Glengarry)--said it was plain that Mr. Norval 
was sent for to answer some charge,.225 


MR, AT. GEN. SHERWOOD--What charge?226 


MR. MACDONALD--That charge was implied in the resolution which 
had been adopted by the House, that Mr. DeWitt ought to have been 
returned for the County of Beauharnois 22’, (C(and)), summoning... ((Mr. 
Norval)) and, therefore, he was to come to the Bar of the House, to 
answer an implied charge. The hon. gentleman argued in similar strain 
for some time228, 


He was set right by MR. BOULTON. 229 


MR. MACDONALD--contended, in answer to Mr. Attorney-General 
Sherwood's advice to the House, to retrace their steps, that230 it 
would be a farce to make Mr. Norval appear at the bar, and then tell 
him to walk home without saying anything to him.23l They should look 
like fools232. He wanted that question to be put to him to find out 
his reason for making the return he had. One would suppose from this 
debate that the liberties of the people were altogether delegated to 
the hon. gentlemen opposite--that they on that side of the House had 
forgotten the duties which they owed to those who sent them there. He 
thought that they might fairly lay claim to having the confidence of the 
people (hear, hear,) and that all the warnings which the gentlemen on 
the other side had tendered to them came with very bad grace from those 
who would not take the warnings which had been given them from time to 
time to behave themselves better. The hon. member for Hamilton made a 
flaming speech, read as though he had the whole Province of Upper Canada 
entrusted to his keeping, and as though they who were also from Upper 
Canada did not understand the liberties and privileges of the people of 
that Province. He thought that the course which the gentlemen opposite 
were pursuing was calculated to produce a feeling of disgust towards the 
proceedings of Parliament in the minds of the new members. He should vote 
against the amendment. 233 


MR. H. BOULTON--thought it very bad taste in the hon. member for 
Toronto alluding to him personally. It was evidently done with the pur- 
pose of producind (sic) personal annoyance--putting him in mind that he 
had once been placed at the bar234 of the House in Upper Canada235, He 
had been he knew--whether properly or not, was another question. But why 
allude to it? why would not another case do just as well?236 Why did 
they make personal allusions? Why mention his having been brought to the 
Bar? dt was not argument!237 The hon. gentleman had also spoken of "Glo- 
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rious Old Norfolk" and-his (Mr. B's)238 overwhelming239 majority of 

four. His majority was of four independent votes, but the majority by 
which the hon. member had been kept in office a great deal longer than 

he ought to have been was not more than four although the hon. member 
had voted for himself, which he (Mr. B.) had not done--(Cheers and laugh- 
ter.) He thought it was altogether in bad taste introducing this style 
of discussion--he could not call it argument--into their debates. (Hear, 
hear.)240 How hon. members could contend that a resolution bringing a 
man to the Bar of that House was not a charge he could not imagine. If 
brought there, he was considered a culprit, although, in this instance, 
he would have him treated in the most lenient manner. He would simply 

be asked if he could give any excuse for acting as he did... He might, on 
a former occasion, have moved resolutions to the following effect. (The 
hon. gentleman read resolutions, bringing a charge which he might have 
moved when the Returning-Officer was summoned, but did not.) He consid- 
ered hon. gentlemen were out of order to impugn the proceedings of the 
House; it was their duty to bow to its decisions. If Mr. Norval's answer 
were satisfactory, he would only be admonished as I was when brought up 
in Upper Canada; I have taken good care not to offend again, and have no 
doubt Mr. Norval will do likewise, 241 


MR. DRUMMOND242—-said, that it must strike even a caSual observer as 
strange that when the Ministry were arraigned before the country for their 
misdeeds, only one man should rise from the Treasury Benches, and he rose 
to stammer forth a lame excuse-~-(cheers)--that they should remain silent 
when summoned before the country to answer for their243 three years of 
misgovernment;244 that when it was known to the world that they had 
interfered at the late elections——that «they -had¥subormed= tne; keruraine 
Officers,--when it was proposed to punish these officers, then indeed 
there was a battle to fight which wasworthy of their energies--then in- 
deed245 they could rise in numbers246 ((and)) sound forth to shield these 
Returning Officers, although they had not thought it worth while to come 
forward to defend their own misdeeds when called upon to do so by the 
voice of the country at large; and now they had come down to defend the 
conduct of these Returning Officers with hypocrisy on their brows and 
falsehood on their lips. (Cheers.) They had come down and denied the 
fact that they had ever attempted to excuse the conduct of these Return- 
ing Officers; and yet they had seen attempts to excuse that conduct, 
which had aroused indignation not only in the heart of every member of 
that House, but of every honest man in Canada (cheers); and yet they came 
down today to tell the House that they had never counselled these Return- 
ing Officers in these acts; and yet they came down to the House, and had 
the hardihood to declare, in the face of those who knew the facts, that 
they had not given counsel. (Cheers.) He had said that the Attorney 
General East had given counsel to the Returning Officer of Shefford. He 
had met with a black (sic) denial of the act, and now he (Mr. D.) rose 
again to explain what were the facts which had induced him to make that 
statement, and he would leave the House to decide whether or not he was 
justified in doing so. He was in the township of Brome two or three days 
after the writ had been issued, when he happened to meet Mr. Alonzo Woods, 
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the Returning Officer He appeared to be returning from travel to a dis- 
tance, and from such a direction as to lead him (Mr. D.) to suppose that 
he came from the County of Missisquoi. They entered into conversation, 
and Mr. Woods stated that he had obtained the Attorney General's advice 
upon one or two points, and wanted him to add his advice to it. He re- 
plied that he could not give any advice in an election in which he hin- 
self was concerned.. Was he to suspect that the Returning Officer had 
told him an untruth; and that he had never been advised by the Attorney 
General East?247 He had therefore the word of the Returning Officer for 
the statement he had made, but he was prepared with even better proof 
than this.248 He held in his hand a copy of the opinion, which a friend 
had handed to him,249 ((et)) qui avait été entre les mains de M. Woods250, 
proving that Mr, Attorney General Badgley had endorsed the opinion of 

one of the Queen's Counsel as to the interpretation of the Law of Elec- 
tion,251 and he would read a portion of it.252 Mr. Drummond here pulled 
out a paper and read to the House the written opinion of Mr. Attorney 
General Badgley, under his own hand, in answer to certain queries pro- 
pounded to him by Mr. Wood, the Returning Officer for Shefford, copies 

of wnich had been sent to every polling place in the county....253 L'o- 
pinion avait été signée par M. Buchanan, C. R., et plus bas par "W. Badg- 
ley" avec les mots "je concours entiérement dans l'opinion qui précéde.254 
The answer to one of the questions was--that should the Returning Officer 
be satisfied from the answer of any voter, that the said voter had no 
title to the propérty he professed to vote upon, although the voter in- 
sisted that his title was good, and offered to swear that it was so, the 
Returnine Officer ought to refuse to put the oath to him, or. to receive 
his vote...Derisive laughter greeted the reading of this...opinmion255. 
((M. Drummond continue:)) L'expression de cette opinion a eu l'effet 

de défranchiser 250 Canadiens dans le comté de Shefford seulement,256 

and Mr. Drummond assured the House, he had ((thus)) been defrauded of 

250 good votes.257 Perhaps the hon. Attorney General would shelter him- 
self behind the evasion that he had expressed no opinion, but had merely 
consented to the opinion of Queen's Counsel Buchanan; and yet these were 
the men who would have them believe that they were jealous of the rights 
of the people--that they were the true friends of Responsible Government-- 
that Responsible Government should be placed under their charge--that 
they alone were worthy to watch over and foster it. (Cheers.) But the 
country understood them; the country had given its opinion of these men. 
The House would not be deterred from the performance of its duty by the 
facetiousness of the hon. member for Sherbrooke, or the well-feigned in- 
dignation of the gentlemen on the Treasury Benches--(Hear, hear.) He 
conceived that they were bound to bring forward any of their servants 
whom they even suspected of having deviated from the line of duty; they 
owed it to the country to bring those servants before the bar to answer 
for their conduct.258 


MR. AT. GEN. BADGLEY--would not have spoken on the subject except to 
put the hon. member for Shefford right. He had been charged with giving 
his advice to Returning Officers; he never advised any one of them.259 
He said this advice was not given by him to Mr. Wood. That gentleman had 


applied to Mr. Buchanan, Queen's Counsel, who had given that opinion, 
and he (Mr. Attorney General Badgley) had certified that he coincided _ 
with it!260 ((He)) explained that advice had been given professionally, 
but not in Mis capacity or Artormey General.26l He was called upon to 
say professionally whether he agreed in an opinion given on the Election 
Law. He did agree with it. He took no blame for the opinion, and still 
maintained the parties disenfranchised were not entitled to vote. They 
had heard a good deal said on the opposite side about mercy. If the Re- 
turning Officer was innocent then there was no need of mercy, and he 
could not believe he was guilty, seeing there was no charge against him. 


(23) 
The House divided; and the names being called for, they were taken 
doum; as follow:-- 
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YEAS. 
Messteurs Badgley, Brooks, Christie, Crysler, Gugy, Maedonald of 
KINGSTON, Malloch, M'Connell, M'L = Meyers, Prince, | obinson, Seymour, 
Sherwood of BROCKVILLE, Smith of F FONTEN C, Stevenson, and Taché.--(17.) 


NAYS. 
teurs Armstrong, Aylwin, Beaubten, Bell, Boulton of NORFOLK, 
i Pasa ca oes Ai toon 


Burritt, Cauchon; Chabot, “Chauvean, “Cuthbert. Davignon, 


Yr 

Duchesnay , pees DeWitt, Fortter, Fournter, Fourguin, Gutl- 

SFHALL, oi . bin, Johnson, Laterrvére, Laurin, Lemieux , 

Leslie, Macdonald - GLEN AREY. Marquis, M‘Farland, Merritt, Mongenats, 
i, 





eee it ‘ =e pete ete re a - - 
Morrzison, Reese Eriee: iLEharas , Scott of BYTOWN, Scott oy TWO MOUN- 


TAINS, Sint th of DURHAM, Smith of WENTWORTE, Thompson, and Watts.--(44.) 
So tt was passed in the Negative. 
Mr. Norval was then examined: as followeth:--and on each of the Ques- 
tions being put, the House tvided; and the names betng called for, they 
were taken down as in the preceding division. 


MR. MORIN--The Speaker then put the following questions to Mr. Nor- 
val263, 


(23) 

By the Honorable Mr. Aylwin, 

1, Are you the Returning Offtcer to whom the Writ of Electton for the 
County of Beauharnots was directed at the last General Electton?--I an. 

é. Were there not on the Poll Books legally returned to you at Dur- 
ham, on or before the 22d day of January last, a clear majority of 400 
votes for Jacob DeWitt, Esquire; and was he not the candidate deus the 
majority of votes upon the satd Poll Books?--There were such a number of 
votes, and he was the candidate having the majority. 

3. Was tt not reported to you by the Deputy Returning Officer for the 
Parish of St. Anicet and the Township of Dundee, that the Poll Books for 
said Parish and Township had been stolen while in progress of transmission 
to you?--It was pees by the Deputy Returning Officer of St. Anticet, 
and by the Poll Clerk of the Township of Dundee, that such was the case. 

4. Was it not reported to you by the Deputy Returning Officer and Poll 
Clerk, that there was a majority of 283 votes given in the satd Township 


and Parish, in favor of Jacob DeWitt, Esquire, the sttting Member for Beau- 





cars 


harnots?--It was. 

6. For what reason dtd you not return the said Jacob DeWitt, Esqutre, 
as the candidate having the majority of votes at the said Election?--I have 
acted to the best of my judgment, according to the information in my power 
and faithfully and correctly reported the facts. The case in which I 
was called upon to act was one for which I could find no precedent; and 
tt will be a reltef to me, should I again find myself in a similar situ- 
atton, that this Honorable House has set such precedent. I assure the 
Honorable House that I entertained no partiality towards either of the 
candidates at the late Election for Beauharnois; and tf I have done wrong 
I have not erred intentionally. 264 


MR. AYLWIN--was satisfied, and did not intend to put any more ques- 
CLOnSs 


MR. H. BOULTON--proposed the following:--"were you not advised by 
some, and if, what person, to make the return you did?'"266 


Some discussion ((occurred)) between COL. GUGY, COL. PRINCE, and MR. 
H. BOULTON267, 


(23) 
By the Honorable Mr. Boulton, 
6. Were you or not advised by some, and, if aye, what person to make 
the Return you did?--I was not advised by any one. 


MR. AYLWIN--moved that Mr. Norval be discharged by the Speaker, from 
the Bar of the House in the most courteous manner in which the House could 
do i1t.268 


(23) 


On motion of the Honorable Mr. Aylwin, seconded by Mr. DeWitt, 


Ordered, That R. H. Norval, Esqutre, be discharged from further attendance 


upon this House. 

COL. PRINCE--asked Mr. Aylwin who, he presumed, was in the secrets of 
the Ministers, what their intention was as to carrying on the business of 
the country, and would the House be prorogued or not?469 


MR. AYLWIN--would have been happy to give his hon. friend any infor- 
mation in his power, but he knew nothing about it. 


tao, 
Orders Ordered, That the remaining Orders of the day be 
deferred. postponed unttl Thursday next. 


Then, on motion of the Honorable Mr. Boulton, seconded by the Honorable 
Mr. Aylwin, 
The House adjourned until Thursday next, at four o'clock, P.M. 


FOOTNOTES: 7 MARCH 1848. 
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IBID., which does not explain in what respect Boulton set Macdonald 
right, nor does it identify Mr. Boulton as John Henry or William 
Henry. As William Henry Boulton did not engage in the debate, and 
did not vote the subsequent division, the speaker might appear to 
have been John Henry Boulton. However, as he and Macdonald were in 
agreement on this question, it is difficult to determine whether the 
paper misidentified the speaker or incorrectly reported the sense of 
his speech. 
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THURSDAY, 9 MARCH 1848.1 
4. 0' Clock, PM. 


(23) 
Peterborough MR. SPEAKER latd before the House, a State- 
and Port Hope ment of the Affatrs of the Peterborough and Port 
Rat lway. Hope Railway Company, pursuant to the Act 10 Vie. 
ae AUG 
Appendix (F.) For the satd Statement, see Appendix (F.) 
Three Rivers Mr. Speaker acquainted the House, that James 
Election. Burns and Francots Bureau, Esquires, had entered 


into the usual Recognizance required by law, on 
the subject-matter of the Contested Election for the Town of Three 
Rivers. 


Petittons The following Petitions were severally brought 
brought up. up, and latd on the table:-- 
By Mr. Egan,--The Petition of J. Egan, Esquire 


and others, of the County of Lanark, ond District of Bathurst; the Peti- 
tion of D. F. M'Laren and others, of the Townshtp of Litchfield; the 


(24) 
Petition of Gardner Church and others, of Hull and other Townships, in 
the County of Ottawa; and the Petition of D. C. M'Lean and others, of 
the Townshtp of Eardley and tts vicinity, tn the County of Ottawa. 

By Mr. Webster,--The Petition of the Reverend Archtbald John Mac- 
donell and others, of the Roman Catholic Church of Alexandria. 

By Mr. Chauveau,--The Petitton of Mare Auréle Plamondon, President, 
and others, Members of the Committee of Management of the "Institut Cana- 
dten de Québec." 

By | Mr. in, M'Lean, --The Petitton of the Reverend George A A. Hay and others, 
of the Roman Catholic Church a St. Andrews; the Petition of the Reve- 
rend J. F. Cannon and others, the Roman Catholte Church of Cormwall; 
the Petition of Alexander utponell and others, of the County of Glengarry; 
and the Petition of Duncan M'Donell and others, of the Roman Catholte 
Church of St. Raphael, Gle Glengarry. 


By Mr. Cauchon,--The Petition of Dame Adelaide Turcot, widow of the 
late John Clark, Esquire, of the Partsh of Chateau Richer, in the County 
of Montmorenct. 

By Mr. Wetenhall,--The Petition of Adam Johnston Fergusson, and others, 
Electors of the County of Waterloo. 

By Mr. Notman,--The Petition of John Wellington nne of the City of 
Toronto, Esquire. 

By Mr. Leslte,--The Petition of the Montreal Ladies Benevolent Soctety; 
the Petitton of the Ladies Directresses of the Montreal Protestant Orphan 
Asylum (Aid); and the Petition of the Ladies Directresses of the Montreal 
Orphan Asylum (new Building.) 

By Sir Allan N. MacNab,--The Petition of Peter Carroll, Esquire, a 
candidate at the last General Eleetton for the County of Oxford. 


By Mr. Johnson,--The Petition of the Reverend Alexander Macdonell and 
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thers, of the Roman Catholte Church of L L'Ortginal; and the Petition of 
he aeeipal Council of the District of Ottawa (allowance to District 
ouncillors.) 
ec the Honorable Mr. Badgley,--The Petitton of Orin J. Kemp and 
thers, of Sutton and other Townships. - 
By Mr, Hall,--The Petition of the Reverend John Butler and others, 
Roman Catholie Tie inhabitants of Peterborough. 
By Myr. Brooks , --The Petition of John Moore, Esquire, and others, of 
Eaton and other Townships, in the County of Sherbrooke. 
By Mr. ME Petition of Jacob Hoover and others, of the 
Townships of Walpole and Barnham. 


By Mr, Holmes,--The Petition of the Montreal Board of Trade (Lake 


QQ ct = 











~ By Mr. Guillet,--The Petition of Benjamin Batley and others, of the 
Parish of Ste. wae de Lapérade, in the County = Woe 

By Mr. Stevenson,--The Petition of the Reverend M. Lalor and others, 
of Picton 

By Mr. Sherwood of Brockville,--The Petition of James Voller, a Mes- 
senger of the Legislative Assembly. 


MR. SHERWOOD (Brockville)--presented a petition against the return 
of the hon. Robert Baldwin for the Fourth Riding of York on the ground 
of"bribery, intimidation, etcs.< (Laughters) 3 


(24) 

By Mr. Gugy,--The Petition of the 
Montreal, on behalf of the aN Ie O 
tion of the Corporatton of Bishop's Colleg 
ecese of Quebec. 

By Mr. Jobin,--The Petition of Robert James Begly, of the City of 
Montreal. 

By Mr. Lyon,--The Petition of George Lyon, Esquire, of Richmond, in 
the County of Carleton. 

By Mr. Davignon,--The Petitton of Messteurs Robertson, Masson and 
Company, and others, of the Distriet of Montreal. 

By Mr. Prince,--The Petttion of the Faculty of Medicine of McGill 
College. 

By the Honorable Mr. Cayley,--The Petition of the President and Sec- 
retary of the Toronto Athenaeum. 

By the Honorable Mr. Paptneaqu,--The Petition of Maurice H. Beaubien 
and others Electors of the County of Berthier; and the Petttion of John 
Clark and others, of the vtetnity of Montreal. 

By Mr. Laurin, --The Petittton of Jean Baptiste Miville Dechéne, of 
St. Henrt. 

By Mr. M'Connell,--The Petition of Charles Jackson and others, Trust- 
ees of the Charleston Academy; and the Petition of John W. Baxter and 
others, of the Township of Stanstead. 

By Mr, Flint,--The Petition of the Conference of the Wesleyan .Meth- 
odist Chureh of Canada; and the Petition of the Reverend Charles Bourke 


and others, of Tyendinaga, in the County of Hastings. 


Lord Bt shop of 
e; and the Peti- 
é€, tn the Dto- 
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By Mr. Smith of Frontenac,--The Petition of John MeGill Chambers, 
of the Township of |! Montague, * tn the District of Bathurst; and the Pett- 
tion of the Reverend John Foley and others, of the District of Johns- 
town. 

By the Honorable Mr. Macdonald,--The Petttion of the Right Reverend 
the Bishop of Carrhae and others, of the Roman Catholic Church of the 
City of Kingston and its vicinity. 

By Mr. Seymour,--The Petition of the Reverend Michael MacDonnell 
and others, of the Township of Camden. 

By Mr. Smith of Durhan,--The Pett Petition of the Reverend Hugh Fitz- 
patrick and others, of the Townshtps of Ops and Emily. 

By Mr. Drummond --The Petition of P. Cowan and others, of the Town- 








Se ee eee 
ships of Brome, Dunham, and Farnham; and the Petition of ete eye S 


Foster and others, the President, Vice President, and Board of Direc- 
tors of the County of Shefford Academy. 

By Mr. Bell, --The Petition of Edward King and others, of the Roman 
Catholic Church. of Kemptville and Merrickville. 

By the Honorable Mr. Aylwin,--The Petition of Pierre Vezina, Esquire, 
and others, Electors of the Town of Three Rivers; and the Petttton of 
the Reverend John Cook, D. D., and others, the Ministers, Elders, and 
Trustees of St. Andrew's Church, in the City of Quebec. 





Petitions Pursuant to the Order of the day, the follow- 
read. ing Petitions were read:-- 

Of Abraham Moon and others, of the Townshtp 
of Osgoode; praying to be relveved from the operations of the Aet passed 
during the last Parliament, relating to the survey of the satd Township. 

of H. Jones and others, of Enniskillen and other Townships in the 
Western District; praying that the said Townships may be set apart as 
anew District, with Port Sarnia as the District Town. 

Of Mrs. Hannah Thompson of Perth, in the District of Bathurst, widow 
of the late Nicholas T. Thompson; complaining of injustice done her res- 
peeting certain land granted to her late father, and praying relief tin 
the premises. 

Of Ferdinand Filteau, Esquire, and others, of Ste. Geneviéve, and 








I 
other Parishes on the River Batisean, tn the County y of Champ Lain; pray- 


ing the House to concur in the grant of any swn recommended. by the Govern- 
ment for the reconstruction of a Bridge over the River Champlain. 

Of I. W. Powell and others, of Port Dover, and its vicinity; praying 
atd lee the completion of the Port Dover Harbour, and the construction 
of an tnner basin thereat. 

Of the Reverend James Netiigan and others, Roman Catholte Clergymen 
of the County of Megantie; praying for the passing of such Laws as may 


(25) 
faetlitate the attainment of property, and the continuation and comple- 
tion of Roads in the satd County. 

Of Louts Méthot, Mayor, and others, of the Parish of Ste. Croix; pray- 
ing aid for the reconstruction OFS bridge over a certain ravine in the 
satd Parish. 

Of John Jarron and others, of the District of Ntagara; praying for cer- 
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tain amendnents to the Municipal Counetl Act. ; 

Of Malcolm Cameron, Esquire, and others; praying an Act of Incorpo- 
ration to enable them to construct a line of Magnetic Telegraph from 
the City of Hamilton to the Province Line at the south end of Lake Huron. 

Of Orange Clark, of London, in the Distriet of London; praying com- 
pensation for loss sustained by him as contractor for a certain part 
of the London and Chatham Road. 

Of Thomas Davis and others, of Eaton and other Townships; praying 
aid to open a Road from the main settlement of Dudswell to the rear of 
the Townshtp of Shipton. 

Of James O'Loane and others, of the Townships of Glanford and Ancas- 
ter, in the District of Gore; complaining of the unequal mode of levying 
the Tolle upon the Hamilton and Port Dover Plank Road, and praying re- 
lier. 

Of Charles P. Treadwell, Esquire, and others, of the District of 
Ottawa; praying that the appropriation made for a road from L'Orignatl 
to Bytown, may be expended upon the front road, as surveyed by Anthony 
Swalwell, from Bytoun to Jessup's Falls, on the River Nation, ana thence 
to L'Original,--and that the satd appropriation be tnereased. 

Of the Montreal Telegraph Company; praying for certain amendments 
to their Act of Incorporation. 

Of J. T. Brondgeest, Esquire, Prestdent and others, on behalf of 
the Hamilton Board of Trade; praying for the passing of Bill which 
may be introduced for the construction of a Canal round Falls at the 
Sault de Ste. Marte. 

Of J. T. Brondgeest, Esquire, President and others, on behalf of the 
Hamilton Board of Trade; praying for the passing of a general Law to 
authorize the establishment of Joint Stock Companies under certain re- 
striections. 

Of J. T. Brondgeest, Esquire, President and others, on behalf of the 
Hamilton Board of Trade; praying the repeal of the Usury Laws--or that 
they may be assimilated to the Laws of Great Britain. 

Of the Montreal and Lachine Railroad Company; praying that thetr Act 
of Incorporation may be so amended as to enable them to borrow money at 
such a rate of interest as may be agreed upon,--and to increase their 
capital stock. 

Of A. LaRocque, of Montreal, and Amable Archambeault and others, of 
the Partsh of L'Assomptton; praying to be authorized to erect a Toll 
Bridge over the Riviére de L'Assompttion. 

Of J. B. Metileur, Esquire, and others, Members of the Incorporated 
College of L'Assomptton; praying an tncreased grant in support of the 
said College. 

Of the Reverend Messtre Ducharme, Founder and Supertor of the College 
of Ste. Thérese de Blainville; praying for atd in support of the said 
Institution. ' 

Of the Munietpal Council of the District of Colborne; praying that 
the provisions of the Act whitch provides for the payment of the charges 
attending the Adninistration of Criminal Justice in Upper Canada, may 
be so defined and enlarged as to relieve them from the burthen of these 
charges, and place them on a footing with other parts of the Province. 


4 


any 
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Of the Muntetpal Council of the District of Colborne; praying for 
the repeal of the Act 9 Geo. 4, cap. 3, in so far as tt authorizes the 
payment of land tax to the Treasurer of any District other than that in 
whtch the lands are sttuate. 

Of S. H. Masson and others, inhabitants of Dundee and its vicinity 
tn the County of Beauharnots; praying aid to remove certain obstructions 
to the navigation of the Salmon River. 

Of John Counter, Esquire, and others, of Kingston; praying to be 
tnecorporated as a Marine Insurance Company. 

Of the Muntctpal Counetl of the District of Gore; praying that the 
Muntetpal Counetl Aet may be so amended as to allow the said Councils 
to remunerate thetr respective Wardens. 

Of the Muntetpal Counetl of the District of Gore; praying that cer- 
tain duttes respecting Assessment and Collectors' Rolls may be transfer- 
red to tne Clerks 07 District Councils, “and that the said Councils may 
have the appointing of the Assessors and Collectors. 

Of James A. Chambers and others, of the Village of Farmersville, 
and tts vicinity, tn the County of Leeds; praying the appotntment of 
an Officer or Officers to tssue Writs to attach the moveable property 
of persons about to leave the Country without paying their just debts. 

Of the Muntetpal Counetl of the Western District; complaining of 
the tnsuffietency of the Law respecting the sale. of lands of absentees 
for taxes imposed by the Munictpal Council, and praying relief. 

Of the Muntetpal Counetl of the Western District; praying for cer- 
tain amendments to the Common School Act. 

Of the Charitable Assoetation of the Roman Catholte Ladies of Que- 
bee; praying aid in support GRatie Sara INSteTution. 

Of Ashton Fletcher and others, of the Townshtp of Markham and tts 
vicinity; praying an Act of Incorporation to enable them to construct 
a Road from Yonge Street, near Elgin Mills, to the etghth Concession 
of Markham, wtth power hereafter to continue tt etther northerly or 
easterly. 

Of the Reverend M. Chauvin and others, of the Partshes a La Bate 
St. Paul and St. Urbain, in the County of Saguenay; praying for aid to 
eae a "a Road from the Parish of St. Urbain to Ha! Ha! Bay. 

f the Reverend A. Beaudry and others, of the Parish of St. Etienne 
inte Theses and other places tn the County of Saquenay; praying 
that no Tavern Ltcenses be granted to any person who may not have ob- 
tatned a certificate from the Parish Officers. 

Of Albert Chapman and others, of the Seigntory of Foucault, in the 
County of Rouville; praying indemntfication for losses sustained by 
them during the late Rebeilton and Invasion of the Province. 

Of G. Wrong, Chairman, and W. B. Wrong, Secretary, on behalf of a 
meeting of the tnhabitants of parts of the Townships of Malahide and 
Bayham; praying aid for the construction of a Harbour at Port Burwell. 

Of Willtam S. Kanady, on behalf of a meeting of the inhabitants of 
the Township of Bayham; praying to be annexed to the District of Brock, 
tn exchange for a part of the Township of Ntssourt. 

Of the Muntetpal Counetl of the District of London; praying for the 
repeal of the Act authorizing the erection of Houses of Industry, in so 
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far as regards the said District. ; time 

Of the Municipal Council of the District of London; praying that 
the Township of Bayhan, in the satd District, may be annexed to\ then 
District of Brock, in exchange for a certain part of the Townshtp 0j 
Ntssourt. . 

Of the Municipal Council of the District of London; praying for 
anendnents to the Comnon School Act. 

Of the Munteipal Council of the District of London; praying that 
no division be made of the endowment of the University of King's College, 


(26) 
but that it may be so managed as that all classes may share altke in 
tts advantages. 


f the Municipal Council of the District of London; praying that 
the Municipal Couneil Act may be so amended as to enable them to recover 


rates and assessments. from the lands of absentees. 

Of the Municipal Council of the District of London; praying that 
the duttes of the Clerks of the Peace respecting rates and assessments 
may be transferred to the Clerks of District Counetls. 

Of James Blackburn and others, of the County of. Ottawa, and of 

thers of the south bank of the River Ottawa, in Upper Canada; praying 
hat the said County be erected into a separate District, with a Court 


f Supertor, Civil, and Criminal Jurisdiction, a Court of General Quar- 
er Sessions of the Peace, and a Court of Bankruptcy. 

Of Joseph Garon and others, of the County of Rimouski; praying that 
certain waste lands of the Crown be conceded to them in free and common 
soccage, or, otherwise, that they may be allowed to make use of the 


same and the timber theron; and also for aid to enable them to clear the 
Ss 
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said lands, and open roads for the settlement of the same. 

Of Michel Larivé of Ste. Luce, in the County of Rimouski; praying 
indemiftcation for expenses incurred by him in the construction of Roads 
through St. Germain, St. Luce, and other Parishes, and through the Crown 
Lands. 

Of Frangots Normand, of the Banilteue of Three Rivers, Master Carpen- 
ters, Builders, and Contractors for Wharves and Bridges; praying the pay- 
ment of a certatn anount due them as Contractors for the construction of 
Bridges over the Rivers St. Maurice, Batisean, and Ste. Anne de Lapérade. 

Of W. A. Townsend and others; praying to be tncorporated as the Ottawa 
Glass Company. 

Of Ruggles Wright, of Hull, in the District of Montreal; complaining 
that certain Slides for rafts constructed by him at the Chaudtére Falls, 
are rendered unprofitable by reason of the construction of similar Slides 
by the Board of Works,--and praying that the said Slides may be purchased 
from him by the Government at a certain valuatton. 

Of the Muntetpal Counetl of the District of Gore; praying that no divi- 
ston may be made of the satd District. 

Of the Trafalgar, Esquesing, and Erin Road Company; praying that their 
Acts of Incorporation may be so amended as to allow the Municipal Councils 
of the Districts of Gore and Wellington to take Stock in the said Company. 


Of the Muntetpal Council of the District of Gore; praying that the com- 
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mon School Acts repealed by the Act 4 and 5 Vie. cap. 18, may be restored, 
with certain alterations. ao 

Of Jean Langevin, of the City of Montreal, Esquire; praying payment 
of certain claims against the Municipal Council of the District of Quebec. 

Of the Honorable Wilitam Walker and others, Directors of the Quebec 
Gas Company; praying for an Act of Incorporation. wos 

Of Joseph Watter and others, of the Parish of St. Timothée, in the 
County of Beauharnots; praying the appointment of new Commissioners to 
ascertain their just elatms for danages sustained in consequence of the 
construction of the Beauharnots Canal. 

Of the Muntetpal Counetl of the Distriet of Johnstown; praying for 
the repeal of the Division Courts Act, and the restoration of the Commis- 
stoners’ Courts, wtth such regulations as may be deemed meet. 

Of William B. M'Vity, Clerk of the Peace for the District of Simcoe; 
praying that the duttes connected with the Assessment Rolls be not trans- 
ferred to the Clerks of the District Councils; or, that should such trans- 
fer be deemed necessary, other provisions be made to secure to the Clerks 
of the Peace thetr usual emoluments. 

Of the Muntetpal Council of the District of Simcoe; praying for the 
adoption of a more equal system of assessment in Upper Canada. 

Of the Muntetpal Counetl of the District of Simcoe; praying that the 
entire control of all matters connected with the assessment of Districts, 
appointment of persons for that purpose, and fixing thetr Salaries, may 
be given to the District Councils. 

Of the Muntetpal Counetl of the District of Simcoe; praying atd to 
construct a Road from Barrie to Orillia. 

Of the Muntetpal Counetl of the District of Simcoe; prayt 
ments to that part of the Muntetpal Counetl Act whtch relat 
mode of election of District Councillors. 

Of the Municipal Council of the District of Simcoe; praying that the 
Act 9 Vic. Cap. 14, sec. 19, may be so amended as to allow a diseretion- 
ary power to the Municipal Counctls in the erection of Registrar's Offices 
and Vaults. 

Of the Munictpal Counetl of the District of Simcoe; praying for the 
passing of a Law to place all parts of the Province upon an equality wrth 
respect to the expenses of the Adnintstratton of Justice. 

Of the Muntetpal Counetl of the District of Simcoe; praying atd to 
improve the Road leading from Barrie to Penetangutshine. 





Petition of Resolved, That the Petition of the Reverend James 
Rev. J. Nelit- Nelligan and others, Roman Catholte Clergymen 
gan and others. of the County of Megantic, be referred to a 


Select Committee, composed of Mr. Laurin, Mr. 
Davignon, Mr. Jobin, Mr. Guillet, and Mr. Fortier, to examine the contents 
thereof, and to report thereon with all convenient speed; with power to 


send for persons, papers, and records. 


OF (CAPs Pread- Mr. Lyon moved, seconded by Mr. Egan, That the 
well and others, Petition of Charles P. Treadwell, Esquire, and oth- 
referred. ers, of the District of Ottawa, be referred to a 


Select Committee, composed of Mr. Johnson, Mr. Scott 


of Bytown, Mr. Egan, Mr. Cameron of Kent, Mr. Malloch, Mr. Watts, and the 


290 


mover, to examine the contents thereof, and to report thereon with all con- 
ventent speed; wtth power to send for persons, papers, and records. 

Mr. Seott of Bytown moved, in amendment, seconded by Mr. Richards, That 
the name of "Mr. Watts," tn the satd Motion, be struek out, and the name 
of the Honorable Mr. Robinson substituted. 


Some discussion arose respecting the appropriation for the road‘. 


(26) 
The Question having been put on the Motton of amendment, the House divided; 
and tt was carrted in the Affirmative. 
The Questton betng then put on the matn Motion, as amended, as tt was 
agreed to. 


Resolved, That the Petition of Charles P. Treadwell, Esquire, and others, 
of the Distrtet of Ottawa, be referred to a Select Committee, composed 
of Mr. Lyon, Mr. Johnson, Mr. Scott of Bytown, Mr. Egan, Mr. Cameron of 
Kent, Mr. Malloch, and the Honorable Mr. Robinson, to exanine the con- 
tents thereof, and to report thereon with all conventent speed; with 
power to send for persons, papers, and records. 


— 
7 


On motion of Mr. Macdonald of Glengarry, seconded by Mr. Holmes, 





Stormont Resolved, That the Petition of D. AE. Macdonell, Esqutre, 
Election. candidate at the late Electton of a Member for the 


County of Stormont, and others, Electors of the 
said County, complaining of the undue Election and Return of Alexander M'Lean, 


(27) 
Esquire, to represent the satd County tn the present Parltament, be taken into 
constderation by thts House, on Wednesday, the fifteenth day of March tnstant, 
at the hour of four o'clock P.Mi3 and that notice to that effect, 24 writing, 
be forthwtth gtven by Mr. Speaker to the Petittoners, their consel, or agent, 
and to the sitting Member, according to the provtstons of the second clause 
of an Act passed, by the Parliament of Upper Canada, during the fourth year 
of the Retgn of His late Majesty George the Fourth, chapter four. 

y 


PO TROON A. FY Bs Shee ee ait ee 5 phe PT) 
On motion of Mr. Macdonald of Glengarry, seconded by Mr. Holmes, 


ss ese 
Cormmall Ordered, That the Petition of Charles Rattray, Esquire, 
Election. and others, Electors of the Town of Corrmwatll, com- 


platining of the undue Election and Return of the 
Honorable John Hillyard Cameron, Esquire, as a Member to represent the satd 
Town of Corrwall in the present Parliament, be taken into consideration by 
thts House, on Wednesday, the fifteenth day of March instant, at the hour of 
five o'clock, P.M.; and that notice to that effect, in writing, be fortiwith 
given by Mr. Speaker to the Petittoners, thetr counsel, or agent, and to the 
sttting Member, according to the provistons of the second clause of an Act 
passed, by the Parltanent of Upper Canada, during the fourth year of the 
Retgn of Hts late Majesty George the Fourth, chapter four. 


MR. AYLWIN--moved the postponement of the orders of the day till 
Friday?. 


vac Be 


(27) 


Orders Ordered, That the Orders of the day be postponed 


deferred. until to-morrow. 


Then, on motion of the Honorable Mr. Aylwin, seconded by Mr. Bouthil- 


iter, 
The House adjourned until to-morrow, at four o'clock, P.u.® 





APPENDIX: 9 MARCH 1848. 


((NOTICE OF MOTION RE: INOQULRY INTO ELECTION.OF. J... H. 
CAMERON.) ) 


Notice was given to inquire into the election of Mr. Solicitor 
General Cameron, on the 17th instant. / 


FOOTNOTES: 9 MARCH 1848. 


1. ST. CATHARINES JOURNAL, 16 March 1848, observed: "The House was this 
day wholly occupied with the presenting, reading, and referring of 
petitions.'' LA MINERVE, 9 March 1848, noted: "On a remarqué que 
les honorablesMM. Baldwin et LaFontaine n'étaient pas présents a4 1l'ou- 
verture de la chambre." 

2. PILOT, 11 March 1848, added: "on the ground of improper and insuf- 
ficient qualification". The PILOT also contained a commentary on 
this petition. 

3. PILOT, 11 March 1848. Although the JOURNALS omit mention of this 
petition, newspaper reports make it obvious that it was brought up 
at this point. The full text of the petition may be found in GLOBE, 
18 March 1848. PILOT, 11 March 1848, contains a commentary. 

4. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 18 March 1848. 

PILOT, 11 March 1848. 

BRITISH COLONIST, 10 March 1848, GLOBE, 11 March 1848, BRITISH WHIG, 

11 March 1848, and PRINCE EDWARD GAZETTE, 17 March 1848, noted in 

identical accounts that the House adjourned "at 20 minutes past 6". 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 18 March 1848, gave the time as six o'clock. 

7. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 7: March 1848. 


[os Sa) 


FRIDAY, 10 MARCH 1848.1 
WOMefock, PIM. 


620) 
Trinity House. MR. SPEAKER ltatd before tne House, the Ac- 
Quebec. counts of the Trintty House of Quebec, for the 
year ended the 31st December, 1847. 
Appendix (G.) For the satd Accounts, see Appendix (G.) 
Agricultural Also, Reports of Agricultural Soctettes in 
Soctettes. Upper Canada and Lower Canada, pursuant to Acts 
8 Vie. @. 58 and 54. 
Appendix (H.) For the satd Reports, see Appendix (H.) 
Montreal High Also, Statement of the Property of the High 
Sehool. School of Montreal, and of the revenue and dts- 


bursements for the year ending 31st July 1847, pur- 
SUGNT GO, AGE..8 Vie. CanalOd. 





Appendix (I.) For the satd Statement, see Appendix (I.) 
Invalid FPer- Also, Report of the Commissioners for the re- 
sons and ltef of Invaltd Persons and Foundlings in the Dis- 
Foundlings. trict of Quebec. 

Appendtx (J.) For the satd Report, see Appendix (J.) 

St. Lawrence And also, Statement of the Affatrs of the St. 
and Atlantic Lawrence and Atlantte Ratlroad Company, to the 30th 
Rattlroad. November, 1847, pursuant to.Act 8 Vie. c. 26. 
Appendix (K.) For the satd Statement, see Appendix (K.) 
Bonaventure Mr. Speaker acquainted the House, that John R. 
Electton. Hamilton, Esquire, and Robert Smollet, had entered 


tnto the usual Recognitzance required by law, on the 
subject-matter of the Contested Electton for the County of Bonaventure. 


Petitions The ae Pettttons were severally brought 
brought _up. up, and latd on the table:-- 


By Mr. Cauchon,--The Petition of Frangots Xavier 
Rousseau and others, of Dorset, Shenley, aor and other Townshtps; and 
the Petitton of Adrien Blouin AG others, Parrine: Forsyth, Price, and 
other Townshtps. 

By Mr. Notman,--The Petitton of the Mmtictpal Counetl of the District 
of London (Colleetors' Rolls.) 

By Mr. Arms trong , --The Petition of L. Nolin and others, of the Parish 
of L'Assomptton in the County of Leinster. 

By Mr. Bouthillter,--The Petitton of the Right Reverend the Roman Cath- 
olte Btshop of Montreal; the Petition of the Ststers of Mercy of Montreal; 
and the Petition of the Corporation of the Ststers of Charity of St. Hya- 
cetnthe. 

By Mr. Meyers,--The Petitton of Archibald John MacDonetl and others, 
Roman Catholte Inhabitants of Cobourg. 

By Mr. Chauveau,--The Petition of Alexis Gagné, of the Parish of St. 
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Louts de Kamouraska, Merchant. 

By Mr. Beaubten,--The Petition of F. X. Valadz and others, Members 
of the Assoctation of Teachers of the District of Montreal. 

By the Honorable Mr. Badgley,--The Petition of Ignace Portneuf and 
others, the Chtefs and Warriors of the Abenakis Village of St. Franeots 
du Lac St. Pierre. ie 
By Mr. Drummond,--The Petition of Pierre Benjamin Dumoulin, of the 
Toum of Three Rivers, Esquire, Advocate; the Petitton of Mrs. Elizabeth 
L. Cushing, of the City of Montreal; and the Petition of William Evans, 
of Cote St. Paul, in the Parish of Montreal. 

By Mr. DeWitt,--The Petition of M. A. Primeau and A. H. Trottier, of 
the Parish of Ste. Martine, in the County of Beauharnois, Merchants; the 
Petition of John Molson, Esquire, Chairman of the Committee of Manage- 
ment of the Company of Proprietors of the Champlain and St. Lawrence 
Ratlroad; and the Petition of Lue Hyacinthe Masson and others, of the 
Townshtp of Dundee, in the County of Beauharnois. 

By Str Allan N. MacNab,--The Petition of Hugh C. Baker, President, 
and others, the Vice Prestdent and Directors of the Canada Life Assur- 
ance Company. 

By Mr. Chabot,--The Petition of Jeffery Hale, Esquire, and others, 
Members of the Quebee British and Canadian School Society; and the Peti- 
tion of A. Bebee and others, Electors of the County of Bonaventure. 




















On motion of Mr. Holmes, seconded by Mr. Jobin, 


Banks and Ordered, That the Officers connected with the sev- 
Insurance eral Chartered Banks and Insurance Companves 
Compantes. of the Provinee be respectively directed to 


t 
lay before this House, the Statements of the 
Affairs of the satd Banks and Insurance Companies, as required by thetr 
Acts of Incorporation. 


On motion of Mr. Drwnmond, seconded by Mr. Beaubien, 


Private Ordered, That the time for presenting private Pett- 
Pettttons. tions to this House, be extended until Monday, 
the twentieth of March instant. 


MR. HOLMES2--rose and said--I beg leave, Mr. Speaker, to inform the 
House, that owing to the arrangements necessary for replacing in this 
House the Responsible Advisers of the Crown not being yet matured, and 
believing it inconsistent with Parliamentary practice to proceed with 
any measures of moment in their absence, I shall, before the House enters 
upon the Orders of the Day, move3 that when the House rises it stand ad- 
journed to Monday, at 4 o'clock,...((and)) that the orders of the day be 
discharged, and that the House do now adjourn4. 


(27) 
Orders Ordered, That the Orders of the day be postponed 
deferred. unttl Monday next. 


226 


On motion of Mr. Holmes, seconded by Mr. Gutllet,> 


Adjourmment. Resolved, That when thts House doth adjourn, it 
wtll adjourn unttl Monday next, at four 
o'eloeck, P.M. 


Then the House adjourned until Monday next, at four o'clock, P.M. 


APPENDIX: 10 MARCH 1848. 


( (ANNOUNCEMENT RE: RESIGNATION OF MINISTERS.) ) 


MR. SHERWOOD--announced in the House that the resignations of him- 
self and colleagues had been accepted. 


((OVERRULED MOTION RE: J. H. CAMERON.)) 


MR. J. S. MACDONALD (Glengarry)--begged to rescind a notice of mo- 
tion passed yesterday, for enquiry into the right of Mr. J. H. Cameron's 
seat in the House. / 


This was overruled by the sense of the House, as a notice must first 
be given. 


FOOTNOTES: 10 MARCH 1848. 


1. PILOT, 11 March 1848, reported that: "The Conservative members had 
vacated the Ministerial Benches, and taken possession of the Opposi- 
tion side of the House". GLOBE, 18 March 1848, reported: "The Lib- 
erals took possession of the Treasury Benches...but none of the new 
Ministers were present. The Reporters have also changed sides." 

The debate on this matter was reported in: LA MINERVE, 13 March 1848; 
L'AVENIR, 11 March 1848; PILOT, 11 March 1848; GLOBE, 18 March 1848; 
and MONTREAL GAZETTE, 13 March 1848, and ST. CATHARINES JOURNAL, 23 
March 1848, in identical accounts. 


ie) 


3.  PELOD, 11 March 2844. 

4. GLOBE, 18 Maren 1848. 

5. According to L'AVENIR, 11 March 1848, and HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 18 
March 1848, the motion for adjournment was seconded by Mr. Jobin. 

6. GLOBE, 18 March 1848. 

Poa HAMEETON SPEGRATOR suicm March shO46r 

o. “LBD. 


MONDAY, 13 MARCH 1848.1 
4 O'Clock, P.M. 


(28) 
Montreal MR. SPEAKER latd before the House, the Ac- 
Turnptke counts of the Trustees of the Montreal Turnpike 
Roads. Roads, from 1st January, 1847, to 29th February, 
1848, 
Appendix (L.) For the said Accounts, see Appendix (L.) 
Petitions The following Petitions were severally brought 
brought_up. up, and Latd on the table:-- 


By Mr. Brooks,--The Petition of G. K. Foster 
and others, Trustees of the Richmond Academy, in the Township of Shipton, 
County of Sherbrooke; the Petition of Thomas C. Allis and others, of the 
Tounship of Shipton; the Petition of G. K. Foster and others, of Durham 
and other Townships, in the Counttes of Drummond and Sherbrooke (new 
County); and the Petition of Thomas C. Allts and others, of Shipton and 
other Tounshtps (Arthabaska Road. ) 

By Mr. Fortter,--The Petition of the Corporation of the Seminary of 
Nicolet; the Petition of the Reverend L. Dufour and others, tnhabitants 
of the Townships of Stanfold, Somerset, Blandford, and Arthabaska; and 
the Petition of W. Demers and others, inhabitants of St. Jean Deschattltons, 


St. Prerre les Beequets, and St. Edouard de Gentilly. 

By Mr. Wilson,--The Petttton of John M'Intosh, of the Townshtp of 
London; and the Petttton of John Geary, of London, in the District of 
London. 

By Mr. Jobin,--The Petition of Mrs. M. A. F. Viger, President, and 
other Ladtes, Dtrectresses of the Catholte Orphan Asylum of Montreal; 
and the Petition of John M'Cuatg, of St. Polycarpe, Esquire. 

By Mr. Christte,--The Petition of Louts Leclere and others, of Ste. 
Arne des Monts and Cape Chat, in the District of Gaspé; and the Petttton 
of Joseph Vallée and others, of Ste. Anne des Monts and Cape Chat, in 
the District of Gaspé. 

By Mr. Taché,--The Petition of the Reverend J. Doucet and others, of 
the Parish of St. Jean Baptiste de L'Isle Verte, in the County of Rimous- 
kt; and of the Chiefs and other Indians restding in the Township in the 
rear of the Setgntory of L'Isle Verte, and belonging to the satd Indians. 

By Mr. Watts,--The Petition of R. J. Millar and others, of Durham 
and other Townships. 

By the Honorable Mr. Papineau,--The Petition of G. L. Marler and 
others, of the District of Three Rivers. ; 

By Mr. Duchesnay,--The Petition of the Reverend A. Lefrangots and 
others, of the Parish of St. Augustin, in the District of Quebec. ; 

By Mr. Dumas,--The Petition of Samuel Anderson and others, of the 
Tounship of Rawdon, and of the Parishes of St. Jacques and St. Charles 
Borromée. 

By Mr. Guillet,--The Petition of Marcel Lymburner and others, of the 
Parish of St. Stanislas de Batiscan, in the County of Champlain; and the 
Petition ang es Toutant and others, of Champlain and other Parishes, in 
the County of Champlain. 
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By Mr. Drummond,--The Petition of F,. A. M'Donald and others, of the 
rict of Montreal. 

By Mr. Smith of Durham,--The Petitton of the Muntetpal Counctl of 
the District of Newcastle (Common School Act.) 

By Mr. Merrttt,--The Petitton of the Munictpal Council of the Dis- 
triet of Ntagara (Road); the Petition of the Muntetpal Council of the 
District of Ntagara (Insane and destitute); and the Petition of the 
Muntetpal Couneil of the District of Ntagara (Spitrttuous Liquors.) 

By Mr. Thompson,--The Petition of the Muntctpal Counetl of the Dis- 
trict of Niagara (Side lines); the Petition of the Minictpal Council of 
the District of Niagara (Dockstader tract); the Petition of the Muntcti- 
na! Counetl of the District of Ntagara (Lands in Rainham) ; the Petition 

f the Muntctpal Counctl of the Distriet of Ntagara (diviston of Cayuga); 


the Petition of the Muntetpal COUNCO LOR Chee sercct so. Niagara (Regts- 
ter Office in Haldimand); and the Petition of the Mm tpal Counetl of 
the District of Niagara (Brock's Monument.) 


By Mr. M'Connell,--The Petttion of George Taylor and others, of 
Stanstead. 
by 


Mr, M'Farland,--The Petition of the MOTEL ATE Counctl of the Dts- 
trict of Niagara (River Welland) 1e Petitton of the Mmtctpal Counctl 
of the District of Tagore BERS Grounds); and the Petition of the 
Muntetpal Counetl of the District of Niagara (District Town.) 

By Mr. fomiede ie Petition of Louts Denys and others, of St. 
a He aa 5a eae a a OH » ear 
Frangots de la Beauce and other places. 

By the Honorable Mr. Cayley,--The Petition of 
on behalf o of the Toronto Athenaeum. 

By Mr. Chabot, -—The Petition of Antoine Légaré a 
Partsh of Ste. Foye, in the County of Quebec; the Pe 
ees las - pis eel iE 


Normand 4 ine; the Petition of d. 
Quebec; the Petition of Vineent Dubé and others, of 

tiére, and of the To ee of Inworth, tn the County of Kamouraska; the 
Petition of J. B. Martin, of the Parirsh of St.Paschal, tm the County of 
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Kamouraska, Esquire; and the Petition of the Reverend Robert R. Burrage, 
of Quebec. ‘ 
By Mr. Gugy,--The Petition of the Trustees of the Sherbrooke Academy. 


On motton of Mr. Chrtstie, seconded by the Honorable Mr. Laterrtére, 


Bonaventure Ordered, That the Clerk of the Crown in Chancery 
Eleetton. do forthwith attend thts House, with the Return 
to the last Writ of Electton for the County of 
Bonaventure. 
And he attended accordingly with the satd Return, and laid the same 
before the House. 


St. Hyacinthe Mr. Dwnas2 moved, seconded by Mr. Cauchon, That 
Electton. the Petition of P. C. Phaneuf and others, Electors 


of the County of St. Hyacinthe, complaining of the 
undue Election and Return of Thomas Boutht liter, Esquire, to represent 
the satd County in thts Parliament, and praying for the tssue of a new 
Writ of Election for the satd County, be now received. 


‘ 


SUL. 


MR. DRUMMOND--opposed the motion, on the ground that the petition 
contained glaring informalities.4 He considered the Justification of 
the petitions to be insufficient, and the oath attempting to establish 
it to be informal and insufficient, and the omission of affixing the 
judge's seal to the certificate of certification...fatal to the whole 
proceeding.5 It was necessary, in the first place, that sureties should 
be given to the sitting member to cover his expenses in case the peti- 
tion failed.6 Now here there was no justification on the part of the 
sureties. Sureties who so justify, / must swear that they were worth 
twice the sum for which they became security® before a Judge of the 
Court of the Queen's Bench. Now the oath affixed to the present peti- 
tion was taken before a Circuit Judge, who if acting for the Judges of 
the Court of Queen's Bench, ought to have signed in that capacity.9 He 
would not, however, found a serious objection on that: there was a more 
substantial one. The oath only stated that the sureties were worth £50 
in real property,10 clear of all mortgages,ll instead of stating that 
they were worth double that sum after paying all their debts.12 Le ser- 
ment n'avait rapport qu'aux dettes hypothéquaires, et...les cautions 
pouvaient étre insolvables et cependant n'avoir point de dettes hypo- 
théquairesl3. Then again, there was no seal to the judge's certificate 
that they had qualified, and the law required that it should be given 
under the hand and seal of the judge: therefore the certificate was 
quite valueless.14 The most extraordinary emission related to the quaii- 
fication of the petitioners, who should qualify themselves before a ma- 
gistrate, as they would be required to do, if they came to the poll to 
vote. This did not appear from the papers to have been done--a magis- 
trate certified that they had qualified according to the 5th Geo. 3d., 
instead of the 18th of Geo. 3d, according to which they were required 
to qualify by the 5th of Geo. 4th.15 


ro) 
28) 

Mr. Drwnmond moved tn amendment, seconded by Mr. Chabot, That the 
word "now" tn the satd Motion, be struck out, and the word "not" sub- 
stituted. 


MR. PAPINEAU--((supported)) the reception of the petition... in 
French.16 ((I1 s'oppose)) fortement 4 la motion de M. Drummond, pré- 
tendant que ces objections étaient frivoles, et constituaient une excep- 
tion 4 la forme telle qu'on en fait dans les cours de justice, mais ne 
pouvaient valoir lorsqu'il s'agissait de la franchise électorale.1/ 


MR. DUMAS--combatted, in French, the objections raised, and called 
upon the House to receive the petition.18 


M. CHAUVEAU--dit qu'il considérait la premiére objection comme fri- 
vole, mais que les deux autres qui avaient trait au cautionnement et a 
la qualification des électeurs, touchaient aux droits acquis par la loi 
au membre siégeant et le déterminaient a rejeter la péfition.19 


MR. BADGLEY--coincided in Mr. Drummond's opinion, that the absence 
of the seal of the Judge rendered the petition illegal: he should there- 
fore, vote for the amendment. 20 
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MR. CHABOT--supported the amendment ((in French))21. 
MR. GUGY--((a parlé.))22 


MR. H. SHERWOOD (Toronto)--thought that the House was bound to obey 
the law of the land, now it was provided by an Act of Parliament that 
no petition should be received which had not a certificate of the jus- 
tification of the sureties appended to it, given under the hand and seal 
of a Judge. Now there was no seal in this case. They could not, there- 
fore, receive the petition. 


SIR A. MACNAB--((said a few words.))24 
(28) 


The Questton being put on the Motton of amendment, it was agreed to 
by the House. 
The Question betng then put on the main Motion, as amended, tt was 
I } 





Resolved, That the Petition of P. C. Phaneuf and others, Electors of the 
County of St. Eyacinthe, complaining of the wndue Electton and Return 


r, Esquire, to represent the satd County in thts 


ite 
Parliament, and praying for. the tissue of a new Writ of Election for 
b 7 


the said County, 


@ not recerved. 


LtLons Pursuant to the Order of the day, the following 
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Of Gardner Church and others, of Hull and other Townships,.in the 
County of Ottawa; praying a grant of money to build Bridges and repair 
the Road between the mouth of the Gatineau River and the Vtetoria Farm. 

Of D. C. M'Lean and others, of the Township of Eardley and its vtet- 
nitty, in the County of Ottawa; praying a grant of money to tmprove cer- 
tatn Reis in the satd County. 

fF the Reverend Archibald John Macdonell and others, of the Roman 
cathot Church of Alexandria; of the Reverend George A. Hay and others, 
f the Roman Catholte Church of St. Andrews; of the Reverend et Beas ON= 
i and others, of the Roman Catholte Church of Cornwall: of Duncan Mt 
Donell and others, of the Roman Cathoite Chureh of St. Raphael, Gle Glengarry 
of the Reverend Alexander Macdonell and others, of the Roman Catholte 
Chureh of L ‘Original; of of the Reverend M. Lalor and others, of Pteton; of 
the Reverend Charles Bourke and others, of Tyendinaga, tn the County of 
Hastings 5 of the Reverend John Foley and others, of the District of Johns- 
town; of the Right Reverend the Bishop of peanibe and others, of the Ro- 
man Catholic Church of the Ctty of Kingston, and its vicinity; of the 
Reverend Michael MacDonnell and others, of the Township of Camden; of the 
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Reverend Hugh Fitzpatrick and others, of the Townships of Ops and Emily; 
of Edward King and others, of the Roman Catholic Church of Kemptville 
and Merrtekvtile; and of Archibald John MacDoneil and others, Roman Cath- 
olte inhabitants of Cobourg; praying that the College of Regiopolis, at 
Kingston, may be established upon a permanent and respectable basis, by 

a provision for tts support, etther from the property of the University 
of Toronto, or out of the proceeds of the Jesuits' Estates, or from 

some other source. 

Of Mare Auréle Plamondon, President, and others, Members of the Com- 
mittee of management of the "Institut Canadien de Québec"; praying an 
Act of Incorporation. 

Of Alexander M'Donell and others, of the County of Glengarry; setting 
forth:--That the Eleetion and Return of John Sandfield Macdonald, as the 
Member for the County of Glengarry, are illegal and contrary to law, as 
only stx days notice of the Election was given by the Returning Officer, 
instead of eight, as required by law; in consequence of which many of 
the Electors were tgnorant of the day of Election, and were thereby de- 
barred giving thetr votes for the candidate of their chotece: That bribery, 
corruption, intimidation, and promises of reward were made by the said 
John Sandfield Macdonatd, and by his agents, to secure his Electton; all 
of whitch the Petitioners are prepared to prove; and praying the House may 
be pleased to cause investigation to be instituted into the legality of 
satd Electton. 

Of Dame Adelaide Turecot, widow of the tate John Clark, Esquire, of 
the Parish of Chateau Richer, in the County of Montmorenct; representing 
that her late husband died of typhus fever contracted by him in attend- 
ing the Emigrants during the past season, tn hts capacity of Physician; 
and praying a penston, or such other reltef, as the House may deem meet. 

Of Adam Johnston Fergusson and others, Electors for the County of 
Waterloo; setting forth:--That at the late Election in and for the County 
of Waterloo, of a Member to represent the satd County in this Parliament, 
James Webster, Esquire, and the Petitttoner, the satd Adam Johnston Fergus- 
son, were the candidates; and that the other Petitioners are, and at the 
time of the said Election were, Electors of the satd County, having a 
right to vote at the Eleetion to whitch this Petition relates, and that 
they voted for the satd Adam Johnston Fergusson at the satd Election: 
That at the said Election the said James Webster was declared and re- 
turned as duly elected by the Returning Officer, on which occasion the 
satd Adam Johnston Fergusson tendered to the said Returning Officer a 
written protest against the return of the satd James Webster, whitch pro- 
test the said Returning Officer refused to recetve: That the Petitioners 
have good reason to believe, and verily do believe, that a large Majore— 
ty of legal votes was recorded at the satd Election in favor of the satd 
Adam Johnston Fergusson, and that the majority of the said James Webster 
zs only a colorable one, being composed of persons not entitled to the : 
franchise: That Polls were held at the said Electton in the Townshtps of 
Arthur, Normanby, Egremont, Bentinck, Glenelg, Sullivan, Holland, Derby , 
and Sydenham, which are situated in the extensive and newly--settled ter- 
ritory commonly known as the_Qwen's Sound Tract, and that vast numbers of 
votes were recorded in these Townships for the said James Webster, where- 


























304 


by the large majority obtained by the satd Adan Johnston Fergusson in 
the old-settled portion of the County, was overborne and out-numbered: 
That the Petittoners have reason to belteve, and vertly do beiteve, 
that great numbers of patents from the Crown were issued to tnhabitants 
of these Townshtps ammedtatety before the satd Electton, and for the 
express purpose of influencing the satd Election in favor of the said 
James Webster: That the Petitioners have also reason to. belteve, and 
vertiy do believe, that a very great proportion of the persons who voted 
for the satd James Webster in these Townships, at the said Election, were 
not freeholders at the time of voting, and that the lands in right of 
whteh they were allowed to vote, were at the time vested tn the Crown, 
no patents having ever tssued therefor: That in the satd Townships, no 
free, orderly, or peaceable Election was held on the satd occaston; but, 
on the contrary, a general scene of outrage, intimidation, and violence 
prevatled: That the most fearful threats, attended tn some cases by 
actual violence, were offered to the supporters of the satd Adan Johnston 
Fergusson in the said Townships, by the supporters of the said James 
Webster, whereby the former were, almost without exceptton, deterred and 
prevented from voting for the satd Adam ae ton Fergusson, as they would 
otherwise have done: That the agents of the satd Adan Johnston Fergusson 
in four of the satd Townships, were setzed, at the satd Election, by 
the supporters of the satd James Webster, and foretbly carried off and 
imprisoned by them; so that the satd agents were unable to be present at 
the respective Polls which they had been appointed to attend, and the 

atd Adam Johnston Fergusson was, in bags ae entirely unrepresented 
That others of the agents of the satd Adan Johnston Fergusson, 
he other Townships of the said Qwen's Sound Tract, were assaulted, 
hreatened, and i11ll-treated by the supporters of the satd James Webster, 
in order to prevent them from doting thetr duty as such agents: That the 
Deputy Returning Offtcers tn all the said Towns hips of the Owen's Sound 
Tract, adnitted persons to vote for the satd Janes Webster indtscriminate- 
ly, and without regard to their property qualtftcatton: That the said 
Deputy Returning Offtcers, at such of the said Townships as the agents 
7 WG satd Adam Johnston Fergusson were permitted to attend, generally 
refused to make the voters of the satd James Webster swear to their free- 
hold qualification, as required by law, though the same was Peete de- 
manded by the agents of the satd Adam Johnston Fergusson: That the satd 
Deputy Returning Offtcers also refused, in many instances, to permit the 
satd agents of the satd Adan Johnston Fergusson even to ask the voters of 
the said Janes Webster whether they had deeds or not; and that many of the 
satd voters openly admitted, at the time of voting, that they had no deeds; 


(30) 

notwithstanding which, thetr votes were recorded by the satd Deputy Re- 
turning of teers: That during the polling in the satd Townships of the 
said Qwen's Sound Tract, refreshments and tntoxtcating liquors were open- 
ly and profusely supplied to the voters at the polling places and else- 
where, by the agents and supporters of the satd James Webster, for the 
purpose of promoting his Election; and that party flags and colors were 
also exhtbited and used by the supporters of the said James Webster, in 
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certain of the satd Townships, at the satd Election, contrary to the 
statute in that.behalf: That in the Townshtp of Waterloo, at the said 
Eleetton, the Poll was not kept open a sufficient Length of time to 
permit of all the Electors recording their votes, whereby a very great 
number of the Electors in the satd Township of Waterloo, who were desir- 
ous of voting for the said Adam Johnston Fergusson, were deprived of an 
opportunity to record their suffrages; and that, from the absence of 
proper arrangements for the taking of the votes, much crowding, confu- 
ston, and unnecessary delay occurred, to the prejudice of the said Adam 
Johnston Fergusson, and that much time was unnecessarily wasted there 

on the satd occaston, from the want of due despatch in going through 

the business of the Election, and, more especially, from the putting of 
unnecessary questions to the Electors, and the making of unnecessary en- 
tries tn the Poll Book, to the ltke prejudice of the satd Adam Johnston 
Fergusson; and praying, for the above causes, that the satd Election and 
Return of the satd James Webster, for the Gounty of Waterloo, may be dec- 
lared votd, or amended, and that the satd Adam Johnston Fergusson may be 
declared elected and returned tn his place and stead, as the Member to 
represent the satd County of Waterloo in this Parliament,--or if the 
same shall not be granted, then that a new Writ may be tssued by the 
proper authority for holding an Election for the said County of Water- 
loo,--or that the Petittoners may have such other relief in the premises, 
as the nature of the case requires and deserves. 

Of the Montreal Ladies Benevolent Society; praying the usual atd in 
support of that Institutton. 

Of the Ladtes Directresses of the Montreal Protestant Orphan Asylum; 
praying atd tn support of the Institutton. 

Of the Ladies Directresses of the Montreal Protestant Orphan Asylum; 
praying aid to enable them to erect a building for the purposes of that 
Institutton. 

Of Peter Carroll, Esquire, a candidate at the last General Election 
for the County of Oxford; setting forth:--That the Petitioner was a can- 
didate for the representation of the County of Oxford at the last General 
Election, and that the Honorable Francis Hineks and Robert Campbell were 
also candidates for the representation at the said Election: That on the 
day nomination at the said Election, the property qualification of the 
said Francis Hineks was duly demanded by an Elector, and that the said 
Francis Hincks, not being personally present, there was presented to the 
Returning Officer, alleged to be on his behalf, a paper purporting to be 
a declaration of qualification according to law, but taken and subsertbed 
long before the dissolution of the last Parliament and the tssuing of the 
Writ of Election for the said County for the present Parliament: That the 
Petitioner then and still belteving the said declaration to be of no valt- 
dity, protested against the same; and on the polling days in the several 
Townships in the said County, gave notice that the satd Francis Hineks had 
not given in his qualification according to law, and that all votes polled 
for him would be thrown away; that the said notice was given frequently 
during the continuance of the said Polls in the several Townships: That 
the said declaration of qualification is insufficient and worthless, on 
the further grounds, that the said Francis Hineks was not prevented from 
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attending the satd Election by stckness or any other unavotdable cause, 
and ought therefore, according to the terms of the Act of Unton, to have 
been personally present at the said Election: That the said declaration 
ts not such as that any tndtetment for perjury or mtsdemeanor could be 
preferred thereon tf untrue; that itt ts not dtrect and positive, but tn 
the alternative; and that the property on which the satd Francis Hincks 
so pretended to qualtfy ts not of the vatue of five humdred pounds ster- 
Ling, over and above all inewnbrances, as required by law: That the satd 
Franets Hineks has been declared duly elected and returned by the House, 
and leave been gtven to the Petittoner and others, to petition against 
him in consequence thereof; and praying the House to enquire tnto the 
matter of the satd Electton and Return, and to declare the Electton of 
the satd Francts Hineks votd, and that the Pettttoner ought to be the 
sitting Member. 

Of the Mumtctpal Counetl of the District of Ottawa; praying that the 
allowance to District Counctllors, while attending the Councils, may be 
inereased to ten shtllings for each day. 

Of Orin J. Kemp and others, of Sutton and other Townships; praying 
for the construction of a Road from the North Sutton Road by a certatn 
route to Stanstead Plain. 

Of the Reverend John Butler and others, Roman Catholte Inhabitants 
of Peterborough; praying that should any alteration be made in the Char- 
ter of the Untverstty of King's College, provtston may be made for the 
endowment of the College of Regtopolis, at Kingston,--or otherwise that 

such proviston be made out of the proceeds of the Jesuits’ Estates. 

of John Moore, Esquire, and others, of Eaton and other Townships, 
in the County of Sherbrooke; praying atd to complete the Road leading 
to the City of Quebec, and to erect a Bridge over the River St. Francis, 
above the Basin in Westbury. 

Of Jacob Hoover and others, oe the Townships of Walpole and Barnhan; 
praying atid to wmprove the Road from Dunnville to the Dover Mills. 

Of the Montreal Board of Trade; praying that measures may be adopted 
for the resumption of the works for deepening Lake St. Peter. 

Of Benjanin Batley and others, of the Parish of Ste Ste. Anne de Lapérade, 
in the County of Champlain; praying anendments to the Education Act, 9 
Viewre. ers 

Of Janes Vollar, a Messenger of the Legislative Assembly; praying to 
be allowed to rettre upon a penston or annual allowance. 

Of the Right Reverend the Lord Bishop of Montreal on behalf of the 
Corporation of the Bishop's College; praying that the said College may 
recetve the privilege of conferring Degrees in Divinity, and the Arts and 
Faeulttes professed in the learned Untverstttes. 

Of the Corporation of Bishop's College at Lennoxville, in the Dtocese 
of Quebec; praying the usual aid in support of that College. 

Of Robert James Begly, of the City of Montreal; praying for an inquiry 
into a charge of defaleatton made against him by the Chief Commisstoner of 
Public Works. 

Of George Lyon, Esquire, of Richmond, tn the County of Carleton; set- 
ting forth:--That at the last Eleetton for the Coumty of Carleton, held 
at Bell's Corners, in the Township of Nepean, in the satd County, on the 
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23rd day of December now last past, the Petitioner, Edward Malloch, and 
James Johnston, were severally duly proposed and seconded as candidates 
for the representation of the satd County in this Parliament; that a Poll 
having been demanded, the polling took place in the several Townships on 


(31) 

the 29th and 30th days of December aforesaid; that the result was in favor 
of the satd Edward Malloch, by one hundred and seven votes over the Peti- 
ttoner, and several hundreds over the satd James Johnston, for whom no 
votes were polled; and that the Returning Officer declared the said Ed- 
ward Malloch duly elected: That Simon Fraser, the Sheriff of the District 
of Dalhouste, and Returning Officer for the said County at satd Election, 
appointed in many of the Townships in satd County the partisans of the 
said Edward Malloch, as Deputy Returning Officers and Poll Clerks, and, 
as the Petitioner ts informed, at the request of the said Edward Malloch: 
That many of the satd Deputy Returning Officers and Poll Clerks canvassed 
against the Petitioner, both before and at the time of said Election, and 
acted as scrutintzers and agents for the said Edward Malloch during the 
polling at satd Electton: That many persons duly qualified to vote appear- 
ed at several of the polling places in the said County to vote for the 
Petitioner, but were rejected by the Deputy Returning Officers; and that 
many persons having no vote and not being qualifted to vote, were permtt- 
ted to vote for the satd Edward Malloch: That one and more of the said 
Deputy Returning Officers refused to admintster to the voters of the 
said Edward Malloch the qualification oaths prescribed by law, and also 
permitted many persons to vote by proxy for the satd Edward Malloch: That 
many persons were prevented from voting for the Petitioner by the vio- 
lence and threats used by the supporters of the satd Edward Malloch to- 
wards them: That the satd Edward Malloch and his agents, and by and 
through them, was guilty of bribery at satd Election, by personally of- 
fering to tend, and did lend, give and tender money to divers voters to 
vote for the said Edward Malloch at satd Election; and did also promise 
and tender to divers voters at said Election, other rewards, in constdera- 
tton that they would vote for the satd Edward Malloch; that the satd Ed- 
ward Malloch kept and maintained within said County, at hts own costs 
and charges, divers houses of entertainment for his voters at said Elec- 
tion: That the said Edward Malloch, by the aforesatd unlawful means, did 
obtain an apparent and colourable majority of votes over the Petitioner, 
and did procure himself to be, and was returned to serve in this present 
Parliament as Member for the satd County: That the Petitioner humbly in- 
sists that he had a majority of legal votes at the said Election, and 
that the satd Edward Malloch, by reason of all the premises hereinbefore 
mentioned, is disqualified from sttting as a Member for said County during 
this present Parliament; and praying that the House will take the premises 
into consideration, and declare the Election of the said Edward Malloch 
null and void, and the said Edward Malloch incapacitated from sitting im 
this Parltament, and that the Petitioner was duly elected,--or that the 
House will afford the Petitioner such other and further remedy in the 
premises as to the House may seem meet. 

Of Messieurs Robertson, Masson and Company , and others, of the Dis- 
triet of Montreal; praying that the Act relating to Bankrupts 7 Vic. cap. 
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10, and 9 Vie. cap. 30, may be allowed to exptre; that the Ordinance 2 
Vies cap. 36, may be repealed, and that provtston be made to terminate 





such cases as may be pending tn the Bankrupt Courts. 

Of the Faculty of Medicine of the University of MeGill College; pray- 
ing an tnereased grant in support of that Instttutton. 

Of the Prestdent and Secretary of the Toronto Athanaeumn; praying 
for an Act of Incorporatton. 

Of John Clark and others, of the vicinity of Montreal; complaining 
of certain injustice and damages sustained by them by the operations of 
the Trustees of the Montreal Turnpike Roads, and praying relief. 








Of Jean Baptiste Miville Dechéne , of St. Henri; praying tndemnt ftca- 
tion for the loss of his Schooner in conveying provistons to the distres- 


ie) 


da tnhabttants of Trois Pistoles and Rimouski, in the year 1816. 
Of Charles Jackson and others, Trustees of the Charleston Academy ; 
raying for aid in support of that Institution. 

Of John W. Boer ee and others, of the Township of Stanstead; praying 
a grant of money to construc ad from Stanstead Plain to the Village 





St 


aw 


Of the Conference of the Wesleyan Methodist Ee of Canada; praying 
for the passing of a law to enable those who are authorized to solemnize 
Matrimony tn Upper Canada, under certain : ae oe to do the same 
in Lower Canada, on presenting their certificates of authority. 

Of John M!GLLL Chambers, of the Townshtp of Montague, in the District 
Bathurst; praying that no alterations may be made in the Act of last 
Sesston establishing the boundary line between the fourth Concesston of 
of Montague and North Elmstley. 

Of P. Cowan and others, of the Townships of Brome, Dunhan, and Farn- 
praying atd to improve the Road from Stanstead to Longueuil. 

OF Stephen S. Foster and others, the Pres ident, Vice President, and 
Board of Directors of the County oF Shefford Academy; praying the usual 
atd in support of that Academy. 

Of the 2e, ere John Cook, D. D., and others, the Ministers, Elders, 
and Trustees of St. Andrew's Church, in the City of Québec; praying atd 
in support of the School in connexion with that Church. 

Of Francots Xavier Rousseau and others, of Dorset, Shenley, Lambton, 
and other Townshtps; and of Adrien Blouin ae others, of Tring, Forsyth, 

rice, and other Townships; praying atd to complete ond improve the 
Lambton Road. 

Of the Muntetpal Counetl of the District of London; representing 
that the Taxes for 1845 have not been collected in the Townships of Wil- 
ltans and Mosa tn consequence of certain informalities, and praying re- 
Lief. 

Of L. Nolin and others, of the Parish of L'Assomption, tn the County 
of Leinster; praying that no exclusive privilege be granted to A. Larocque, 
of Montreal, to construct a Toll Bridge over the River L'Assomption, in 
the satd Partsh. 

Of the Right Reverend the Roman Catholie Btshop of Montreal; praying 
a grant of money to indemnify him for expenses ineurred in relteving the 
distress of the Emigrants of the last season, and to enable him to pro- 
vide for the necessittes of the coming season. 
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Of the Ststers of Merey of Montreal; praying to be incorporated un- 
der the name of the "Soeurs de Miséricorde pour la régie de l'Hospice de 
la Maternité de Sainte Pélagte de Montréal." 

Of the Corporation of the Ststers of Charity of St. Hyactnthe; pray- 
tng atd to enable them to extend thetr benevolent operations. 

Of Alexts Gagné, of the Parish of St. Louis de Kamouraska, merchant; 
praying indemnification for his services as Returning Officer at all the 
annual elections of partsh officers, in the Parish of St. Louts de Ka- 
mouraska, since the year 1841. Se ever ee 

Of F. X. Valade and others, members of the Assoctation of Teachers 
of the District of Montreal; praying that the Superintendent of Education 
may be authorized to aid them in the establishment of a Library. 

Of Ignace Portneuf and others, the Chiefs and Warriors of the Abena- 
kts Village of St. Frangots du Lac St. Pierre; praying for the passing 
of a law to confirm the nomination of a Trustee chosen by thetr Tribe, 

(32) 
who may be thereby authorized to proceed in their behalf in the recovery 
of thetr debts, and tn guarding their interests. 

Of Pterre Benjamin Dunoulin, of the Town of Three Rivers, Esquire, 
Advocate; setting forth:--That the Petittoner was a candidate with An- 
toine Polette, of the Town of Three Rivers, Esquire, Advocate, at the 
Election lately held for the purpose of choosing a Member to represent 
the satd Town tn the Legislative Assembly of this Province: That James 
Diekson, of the said Town of Three Rivers, Esquire, Merchant, was and 
acted as the Returning Officer at the satd Electton: That the nomtnatton 
of the eandidates took place on the twenty-ninth day of December last, 
and the Poll for the satd Election was fixed for the third and fourth 
days of January then next, and now last past: That the said James Dick- 
son, Esquire, since his appointment as Returning Offteer, and after hav- 
ing taken the oath as such on the Holy Evangelists before a Justice of 
the Peace, and during the whole time of the said Electton, and espectally 
on the day of the nomination of the satd candidates, and the two polling 
days, did openly shew himself a parttal and most zealous parttsan of 
the satd Antoine Polette, Esquire, and during all the satd time conduct- 
ed himself in the most partial manner, and against the interests of the 
Petitioner, the other candidate, to sueh an extent, that the partiality 
and injustice of the said James Dickson towards the Petittoner were pub- 
liely remarked, and even noticed by the partisans of the satd Antotne 
Polette, Esquire: That among a number of unjust and parttal acts of the 
said James Dickson, Esquire, towards the Petittoner, are the following: -- 
First, That the said James Dickson, Esquire, ts one of the persons who 
requested the said Antoine Polette, Esquire, to come forward as a candi- 
date, and that he even allowed his name to appear as such at the top of 
the list of signers of the requisition attached to the letter of the 
said Antoine Polette, Esquire, to the electors, printed on the fifteenth 
of December last, and distributed throughout the said Town of Three Hivers, 
several days afterwards, when the said Janes Dickson, Esquire, must have 
taken the oath as Returning Officer, as aforesaid: Secondly, That during 
and before the said Election, after having taken the oath, the satd James 


Diekson, Esquire, constantly sought for and solicited votes for the satd 
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toine Polette, Esquire, and always expressed himself in flattering 
terms in favor of the SN aaee Antoine Polette, Esquire; whtle, on the other 
hand, he was calumiating and speaking tll of your Pettttoner, both with 
respect to hits character and to his fortune: Thirdly, That on the day 
of the nomination of the satd candidates, to wit, on the twenty-ninth 
December last, when the said Janes Diekson, Esquire, had called for the 
show of Katies tn favor of the satd Antoine Polette, Esquire, he, the 
satd James Dickson, Esquire, was so partial, and shewed so little ecrr- 
ee are as to say to the Eletors, "Thank you, Gentleman;" but, took 
great care not to say the sane thing to the parttsans of the said Pierre 
Benjamin Dumoulin, the Petitioner: Fourthly, That on the first day of 
polling, the tind of January last, the meee James Dickson, Esquire, ob- 
stinately refused to take the vote of a duly qualified Elector, Frangots 
Pichette, who offered tt im favour of the Pettttoner, under the false 
pretext that there was a warrant of arrest against the said Frangotis 
ghee, and after itt had been agreed upon by the two candidates with the 
td Janes Dickson, that the execution of the satd warrant would be sus- 
aces and perfect tranquility prevatled at time,--an entry was then 
made in the Poll Book of oe refusal of t a Janes Dickson; the ob- 
ject of the satd James Diekson being, very ev 
means to leave the Pettttoner in the minority on the first day, as it 
ts generally acknowledged tn the satd Town that the candidate having the 
minority on the first day ts certain of being defeated: Fifthty, Phat 
the Petittoner hada minortty of twelv ‘e votes on the evening of the first 
day, and that on the following day unttl about three o'clock wm the after- 
noon, he was still in a minority of ten, and that the satd James Dickson 
then declared that he had never seen an Election sc well contested and 
so well and peace ably conducted; but that about half or three quarters 
of an hour afterwards, fourteen a the Petitioner's friends having come 
forward to poll their votes, gave the Petitttoner a majortty of four in 
about a quarter of an hour; that the said James Dickson, Esquire, became 
then very much annoyed, and immediately, as he said, proceeded privately 
to draw up a Special Return under the dictation of the satd Antoine Pol- 
ette, Esquire, and at four o 'elock, one hour before the time prescribed 
by law, wtth the consent of and accompanted by the satd Antoine Polette, 
left the hustings without in the least notifying the Petttioner, who v 
TACT Oniy, discovered that the said James Dickson and Antoine Polette, 
Esquires, had rettred, on being informed thereof by some of his Ferrends: 
as the hustings were held in a room apart from the crowd, and that the 
said James Dickson dtd not declare the Petitioner duly elected, nor did 
he give any information to the Electors respecting the state of the Poll, 
or his proceedings: That the Pettttoner further represents, that he re- 
mained at the hustings until ftve o'clock in the afternoon, that several 
persons came forward to vote for him, but that their votes could not be 
enregistered on account of the absence of the satd Returning Officer; and 
praying that the House wtll take this Petition into consideration, and 
do justice to him in the premises, and that for that purpose the said 
James Dickson, Esquire, be ordered to render an account of hts partial and 
unjust conduct towards the Petittoner as aforesatd, and that the Petittoner 
be permitted to prove the truth of the allegations of this hts Pettitton. 


. 


Sad 


Of Mrs. Eltzabeth L. Cushing, of the City of Montreal; represent- 
ing that her husband, the late Doctor F. Cushing, died of typhus fever 
contracted by him whilst in attendance as Medical Officer at the Emi- 
grant Hospttal in this City, during the past year, and praying for a 
penston. 

Of William Evans, of Cote St. Paul, in the Parish of Montreal; rep- 
resenting the embarrassment which has resulted to him in consequence 
of the devotion of his time and money to the promotion of the interests 
of Agriculture, and praying reltef. 

Of M. A. Primeau and A. H. Trottier, of the Parish of Ste. Martine, 
tin the County of Beauharnots, merchants; praying the passing of an Act 
to authorize them to build a Toll Bridge over the River Chateauguay. 

Of John Motson, Esquire, Chatrman of the Committee of management 
of the Company of proprietors of the Champlain and St. Lawrence Rati- 
road; praying to be relteved from the operation of the 48th clause of 
the Act 8 Vite. cap. 59, amending the Act Incorporating the City of 
Montreal,--or for a general law to relteve all corporate bodtes having 
aright to hold Ferries from the operation of the satd clause. 

Of Lue Hyacinthe Masson and others, of the Townshtp of Dundee, in 
the County of Beauharnots; praying that thetr complaints and charges 
as School Commissioners, and the proceedings had thereon against John 
M'Gibbon, may be laid before the House, and that they may be relieved 
from their obligation to pay School Teachers hired by them as such Com- 
missioners. 

Of Hugh C. Baker, President, and others, the Vice President and 
Directors of the Canada Life Assurance Company; praying for an Act of 


(33) 








Ineorporatton. 

Of Jeffery Hale, Esquire, and others, Members of the Quebec British 
and Canadian School Society; praying the usual grants in support of the 
Male and Female departments of the said Institutton. 





The petition25 ((of John Wellington Gwynne))...((was)) read by the 
Clerk.26 


MR. MORIN--pointed out that it was not dated.27 


SIR A. MACNAB--contended that the petition could not therefore 
be received. A petition of such importance as this ought not to be 
amended after it was brought into the House.28 


MR. NOTMAN--accused the hon. member for Hamilton with attempting to 
quash allegations contained in the petition by a mere quibble. The hon. 
member petitioned against, desired, he was sure, that a full and) fair in- 
vestigation be made into the charges brought against him in the petition. 
He hoped he would be‘allowed to do what was done every day in the House, 
and amend the petition.29 


MR. H. SHERWOOD (Toronto)--apprehended that the hon. member for 
Middlesex had no right to ask to be allowed to amend the petition; but 
he might ask the House to receive the petition as it was, and allow it 
to go to a committee without amendment. There was nothing whatever to 


oe 


show whether the petition had been drawn up before or after the late 
election. 30 


(33) 

Mr. Notman moved, seconded by Mr. Wetenhall, and the Question betng 
put, That the Petition of John Wellington Gwynne, of the City of Toronto, 
Esqutre, complatning of the undue Electton and Return of the Honorable 
Wilitan Cayley to represent the County of Huron in Parliament, be now 
recetved. 





SIR A. MACNAB--assured the hon. member for Middlesex that he was 
never more mistaken than in supposing that they desired to prevent in- 
vestigation into this matter. All they wanted was, that it should be 
conducted in a fair and proper manner. In the English House of Commons, 
petitions were frequently rejected because they were not dated.31l 


COL. PRINCE--thought the petition ought to be received, and it was 
quite evident to every man of sense that the petition had been drawn 
up since the last election.32 


SIR A. MACNAB--contended that after a petition was once presented 
to the House by an hon. member, it could not be altered without the unan- 
imous consent of the House. 33 


(33) 

Luided; and tt was resolved tn the Affirmative. 

dat accordingly recetved and read; setting forth:-- 

Election ae Members to serve in the House, the 

te for the representation of the County of Hu- 

erve as Member thereof during the present Parliament: 
tre, Sheriff of the Huron istrict, was the Re- 

j atd Electton, and was a supporter of the Honor- 

tam Cayley, who was the only other candidate for the representa- 

he satd County, and ts now the sitting Member therefor, and the 


~ ry) 
2 


ohn Macdonaid, at the satd Election voted for the satd Honorable 
William Cayley: That the satd John Macdonald, dtsregarding his duty as 
such Returning Posner, and the statute in that behalf enacted, did not 
by warrant under hts hand and seal appotnt a Deputy, and also a Poll 
Clerk, for each and every of the Townships within such County, but on 
the contrary thereof, he the satd John Macdonald, although being such 
Returning Officer, did nevertheless tssue in blank, signed with hts name 
and sealed with his seal, several of the warrants and precepts required 
by law to be stgned, sealed and executed by him; and he deltvered such 
warrants and precepts respectively, stgned with his nane, and sealed 
with his seal of office, as such Returning Officer, othe the name of 
any person therein appointed or named as such Deputy Returning Officer 
or Poll Clerk, to persons by him the satd John Macdonald employed to con- 
vey such warrants and precepts to several of the Townships in the said 
County; and each and every such persons so employed were supporters of 
the satd Honorable William Cayley, and they were instructed by the satd 
John Macdonald to consult with, and they did accordingly, consult with 
divers persons such as they should and did conceive to be favorable to 
the return of the said Honorable William Cayley, and some of such persons 


SI 
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with whom they so consulted, and who were supporters of and did subsee« 
quently vote for the satd Honorable Willtan Cayley, did, with the view 

of promoting and advanetng the satd Honorable William Cayley's chance 

of success at such Electton, nominate, and with thetr own hands insert 

tn such warrants and precepts so respectively as aforesaid signed and 
sealed in blank by the said Returning Officer, the names of several of 
the Deputy Returning Officers and Poll Clerks who took the Poll at sev- 
eral of the Townships tn the satd County, and who were known to be agents 
of the satd Honorable Willian Cayley, and to have taken a part in endeav- 
ourtng to secure his return; and several of the persons so employed by 

the satd Returning Officer to convey such warrants and precepts as afore- 
satd, did fill up such warrants and precepts respectively tn thetr own 
hands and at their own suggestion, and at the suggestion of others whom 
they respectively knew to be favorable to the return of the said Honor- 
able Wilitam Cayley, with the names of persons who were known to be par- 
tisans of or favorable to the return of the satd Honorable William Cayley: 
That David Clarke, Esquire, a Justice of the Peace and Deputy Returning 
Officer of the Township of Colborne, in the satd County, at the satd 
Election, was a member of the said Honorable Willtam Cayley's Committee 
formed to secure his return, and the satd David Clarke acted as the agent 
of the said Honorable Willian Cayley, and as a member of such his Com- 
mittee, both before and during the said Election; and after having, as 
Deputy Returning Officer at the said Election, sworn in two special Con- 
stables to keep the peace at the taking of the Poll in the said Townshtp, 
he the said Deputy Returning Officer acting for and on behalf of and as 
the agent of and as a member of the Committee of the said Honorable Wil- 
liam Cayley, sent one of the satd special Constables, so sworn in as 
aforesaid, with the sleigh of him the said David Clarke which satd sletgh 
was engaged by the said Honorable Willian Cayley's satd Committee, at 

his expense, to bring up voters to the Poll in the satd Townships, who 
should agree to vote for the said Honorable William Cayley, and the satd 
David Clarke so being such Deputy Returning Officer, gave spectal in- 
structions to the satd Constable, so sworn in as aforesaid, to bring up 
none but persons who should agree to vote for the said Honorable Wella 
Cayley, and the said Constable did accordingly, im pursuance of such in= 
structions, go out for, collect, and bring in, a large number of voters, 
who polled their votes for the said Honorable Willian Cayley in the satd 
Township, although they otherwise would not have done so: That John Haw- 
kins, the Deputy Returning Officer of the Township of Ashfteld, was a ; 
partisan and agent of the satd Honorable Willtam Cayley, and, as the Pett- 
tioner believes, a member of the Committee appointed to secure his return; 
that as such Deputy Returning Officer, he refused, although requested by 
the agent of the Petitioner, to administer the oaths required by law to 
be taken by voters at the election of Members to serve in the House; and 
his object in so doing was to suffer, as he infact did thereby suffer, to 
be polled many illegal votes for the satd Honorable Willian Cayley ; that 
the said John Hawkins, during the taking of the Poll in the said Townshtp, 
acted as the agent of the said Honorable William Cayley; and the satd John 
Hawkins, although such Deputy Returning Officer, when a vote was given im 
favor of the said Honorable William Cayley, cheered and applauded the party 
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so voting in an audible manner, and so as to influence other parttes pres- 
ent at the place of taking such Poll for the. purpose of regtstering their 
eae and to such an extent did the satd Deputy Returning Officer exhibit 
his parttality at the satd Election, and use hts tnfluence in favor of the 
ie Honorable Willtam Cayley, that he ordered and compelled the Poll 
Clexk at the Electton tn the satd Township, to record the vote of one Aaron 
Wright tn favor of the satd Honorable Willtam Cayley, although the said 
Aaron Wright gave his vote for, and clearly expressed hts intention to the 
said Deputy Returning Officer, of giving his vote for the Petitioner; that 
euch the monies of the satd John Hawkins at the said Election, had the 
effect of inductng, and did tnduce many persons to vote for the satd Honor- 
able Wilitan Cayley who previously had expressed thetr intention to vote, 
and otherwise would have voted for the Petitioner: That the Depury Return- 
ng Offtcer of the Township of Logan was a partisan and agent of the said 
onorable William oor that he did not keep his Poll open according to 
aw, but tllegally closed and abandoned the same, for the purpose of enabl- 
ing him tO, as: he 71 < ee did, go out and canvass for, and act as the agent 
of and scrutineer for the said Honorable William Cayley in the adjoining 
Townships, in bringing up voters for the said Honorable Willian Cayley, to 
the Poll in such Townshtps, and in investigating the right to vote of per- 


(34) 
sons known or belteved Pe be favorable to the Petitttoner, and tn causing 
the oaths required by law to be administered to such persons: That Janes 
Hodgens, Esquire, a Justice os the Peace and Deputy Returning Officer of 
the Townshtp of Biddulph, was a partisan and agent of and voted for the 


i 


said Honorable William Cayley; that upon the oceaston of hts directing the 


Poll Clerk to record his (the said Deputy Returning Offrcer's) pote, the 
agent of the Pettttoner objected to hts recording such vote, unless the 
said Deputy Returning Offtcer should take the bri tbery oath, whteh the 
Petitioner's said agent being a Justice of the Peace, was then and there 
ready and competent to administer; and the satd Deputy Returning Officer 
refused to take such oath and notwithstanding, compelled the satd Poll 
Clerk to record such vote for the Pee Honorable Willian Cayley; and the 
said Deputy Returning Officer also tllegally closed hits Poll and abandoned 
the same, and went over to the adjoining Township of M'Gillivray, for the 
purpose of enabling him to, as he tn fact did, canvass for and bring up 
voters to the Poll for, and act as the agent of and scruttneer for the 
satd Honorable William Cayley, in the satd Township of M'Gilltvray, where 
the satd James Hodgens had greay influence among the voters: That Isaac 
Moodie, the Deputy Returning Officer of the Township of M'Gillivray, was 

a parttsan and agent of and pied for the satd Honorable William Cayley; 
that upon the occaston of hts dtrecting the Poll Clerk of the satd Town- 
ship to record such vote, the agent of the Petittoner in such Township re- 
qutred him (the said Deputy Returning Offtcer) to abstain from voting, un- 
less he should first take the brtbery oath; that tmmedtately upon such de- 
mand betng made by the Petttioner's satd agent, the satd Deputy Returning 
Officer foretbly compelled the Petitioner's satd agent, against his will, 
to leave the room wherein the Poll in the said Township was being taken, 
and kept him excluded from such room in the charge of a constable until 


EBs 


he (the satd Deputy Returning Officer) recorded his owm vote, and caused 
to be recorded for the said Honorable William Cayley, the vote of one 
Patrick Flanagan, who had no vote, as the said Deputy Returning Officer 
well knew: That the Poll Clerk for the Township of Stanley, appointed by 
the satd John Macdonald, Esquire, as such Returning Officer, was not the 
person who acted as Poll Clerk during the whole. time of the Poll being 
taken in the said Township, but during a great part of such time, one 
Dantel Brownson acted as Poll Clerk in the satd Township, without any le- 
gal appointment: That Robert Bell, Esquire, a Justice of the Peace and 


aE 
Deputy Returning Officer of the Township of Usborne, was a parttsan and 


eager 
agent of the satd Honorable Willtam Cayley; that he illegally closed his 
Poll in the said Townshtp for the purpose of enabling him to, as he in 
facet did, go over to the Township of Hay, and vote and canvass for and 
bring up votes to the Poll for and act as the agent of the satd Honor- 
able William Cayley: That bestdes being guilty of such parttal and im- 
proper conduct as aforesaid, the said Deputy Returning Officers, in the 
satd several Townships herein mentioned, from the commencement of the 
canvass, and during the said Election, gave many notortous and repeated 
proofs of thetr attachment to the satd Honorable Willian Cayley, and of 
their being respectively hts agents, and such the conduct of the said 
Deputy Returning Officers had the effect of preventing a free and tmpar- 
tial Electton being had tn the said several Townshtps, and by means there- 
of the satd Honorable Wilitam Cayley obtained hts majority over the Pett- 
troner; and praying that the House will cause an engutry to be made into 
the several matters and things heretnbefore stated, and that the House 
wtll be pleased to make such order in the premises, as to the House shall 
seem fit and best calculated to sustain the purtty and tndependence of 
the House, and to ensure a free and tmpartial Electton being held of 
Members to serve therein; and that, for the reasons heretn appearing, the 
said Election so held in and for the County of Huron, and the Return made 
thereon to the House, may be declared to be votd. 


MR. G. SHERWOOD (Brockville)34 withdrew the petitions3> by consent of 
the House36 against the return of the hon. Robert Baldwin for the Fourth 
Riding of York, as he understood the petitioners did not intend to proceed 
in the matter. 37 


(34) 
Berthter The Honorable Mr. Papineau moved, seconded by 
Election. Mr. Dumas, That the Petition of Maurice H. Beaulteu 


and others, Electors of the County of Berthter, com- 
plaining of the undue Election and Return of David M. Armstrong, Esquire, 
to represent the said County in this Parliament, be now recetved. 





MR, DRUMMOND38--objected to...((the petition)) on the ground that the 
sureties were not perfect and formal. 39 


(34) 
Mr. Drummond moved in amendment, seconded by Mr. Chabot, That the word 
"now" tn the satd Motton, be struck out, and the word "not" substituted. 


MESSRS. PAPINEAU and DUMAS--opposed ((the amendment.) )40 
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MESSRS. GUGY, CHABOT, and CHAUVEAU--supported the amendment41l, 


(34) 
The Questton being put on the Motion of amendment, the House divided; 
and it was carried in the Affirmative. 42 
The Questton being then put on the matn Motton, as amended, it was 
also agreed to. 


Resolved, That the Petition of Maurice H. Beaulteu and others, Electors 
of the County of Berthier, complaining of the undue Election and 
Return of David M. Armstrong, Esquire, to represent the County of 
Berthter tn thts Parliament, be not recetved. 





M. CHRISTIE43--fait motion que le greffier de la couronne en chancel- 
lerie soit nommé de comparaitre devant la chambre et de produire le retour 
du writ d'élection pour Bonaventure44. 


Cela...fut fait.4> 


(34) 
Bonaventure Mr. Chabot4® moved, seconded by Mr. Cauchon, 
Election. That the Petition of A. Bebee and. others, Electors 





of the County of Bonaventure, complaining of the un- 
due Election and Return of Wilitan Cuthbert, Esquire, to represent the 
said County tn this Parltament, be now recetved. 

MR. CHRISTIE--called attention to this petition which alleged neither 
bribery, corruption or any undue influence in his election against the sit- 
ting member, but merely asserted that the Returning Officer was not duly 
qualified by law to fill that office. The Returning Officer, however, had 
taken the oath that he was duly qualified; and even if he had not been 
qualified that was no reason for turning the rightful representative of 
Bonaventure, the choice of the electors, from his seat. The petition then 
went on to say that the Returning Officer had refused to appoint a deputy 
for the township of Mann. Now what would the House say when he explained 
to them what the township of Mann was? According to the census of 1844-- 
the last census-—-4/ 


MR. CAUCHON--rose to order. The question before the House was not con- 
cerning the merits of the petition, but whether or not it should be re- 
ceived. 48 


MR. CHRISTIE--The House could not judge of the petition unless he ex- 
plained what the township of Mann was.49 


MR. CAUCHON--again called the hon. member to order, and appealed to 
the Speaker 90 


MR. MORIN--decided that the hon. member ought to confine himself to 
what appeared on the face of the petition.51 


MR. CHRISTIE--was doing so. (Hear, hear.) The township of Mann in 
1844 had 8 proprietors of land (hear, hear); and when it was proposed to 
confer a municipality on it, it was found not to contain the required 300 
inhabitants, and had been incorporated with two neighboring towns; and for 


oi/ 


that reason a separate poll had not been held in it. He objected to the 
reception of the petition because it had not been presented 14 days af- 
ter the first meeting of Parliament--because the petitioners were not 
electors of the county at the time of the election--because the oaths 
required by law to be taken by the petitioners were not set forth at 
length and apart from the certification of the Judge who administered 
them; and the most fatal objection of all was, that when the petition 

was presented to the House the seal of the Judge was not appended to the 
certificate. He had examined the petition at the time, and so had other 
hon. members, and he was ready to take his oath that the seal was not on 
it at the time, but that it had been put on since the petition was brought 
into that House.-2 He also stated that one of the Clerks of the House?3 , 
((the one)) who had copied the petition for him was also prepared to take 
his oath that the seal was not there at the time it was presented.°4 Sev- 
eral hon. members entertained the same conviction; and desired that an 
enquiry should be instituted by the House. 5 


(34) 
Mr. Christie moved tn amendment, seconded by Mr. Seymour, That the 
word "now" in the satd Motion, be struck out, and the word "not" substt- 


tuted. 


MR. CHABOT--addressed the House in French, defending the petition, 
and positively asserting that the seal was on the petition at the time 
he presented it.-° 


MR. CHRISTIE--said that the hon. member for Quebec had used a word in 
application to him which he considered very impertinent (order, order); 
the word "effrontery." He had also boldly asserted that the seal was to Gic) 
the petition on the day he presented it: he (Mr. C.) could prove _to the 
satisfaction of a Committee of the House that it was not there.°/ 


COL. GUGY--addressed the House, first in French, and then very brief- 
ly in English, in reply to Mr. Chabot.58 


MR. CHRISTIE--((made an appeal to Mr. Armstrong.) )°% 


MR. ARMSTRONG--, in reply...((to)) Mr. Christie, stated to the House 
that he had examined the petition when it was presented, and, to the best 
of his memory, the seal was not there at that time, 60 


MR. H. SHERWOOD--spoke at some length, urging the propriety and the 
necessity of an investigation being made into the matter, to ascertain 
that if that seal had been appended since the petition was presented, and 
if so, by whom. 61 

MESSRS. CHABOT and CHAUVEAU--addressed the House in French. ©” 

MR. NOTMAN--was delighted at the indignation expressed by the hon. mem- 
ber for Toronto on this occasion: he hoped the hon. member would assist 
him in demanding an investigation into the circumstance attending the mys- 
terious abstraction from the table of the House of the resolutions he had 
submitted in the case of the Oxford election. (Loud: cries of "Hear, 
hear. ")63 
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MR. H. SHERWOOD--thought that the allusion to the Oxford election was 
unfortunate, as such a decision as that had never been made in the House 
before; it was a violation of all law and principle, it was the most out- 
rageous and violent exercise of power that was ever committed by any 
Legislature. (Loud cries of order, order.) He was prepared to maintain 
it, publicly and privately.64 Derisive cries of hear, hear.65 Aye, 
"hear, hear."’ they should hear a great deal more upon this subject. (De- 
rision.) They might depend upon it, and those who were inexperienced 
should have their eyes opened before the session was over. (Derisive 
cheers. ) 66 


Several members addressed the House in French urging the postponement 
of the discussion to give time for some enquiry to be made. 


MR. CHRISTIE--was willing to postpone his motion. 68 


Some further debate ((was)) shared in by MESSRS. NELSON, J. S. MAC- 
DONALD, (Glengarry), H. SHERWOOD69, DRUMMOND70, and others/!. 


(34) 
On motton of Mr. Drumnond, seconded by Mr. Morrtson, 


Ordered, That the further consideratton of the said Motions be postponed 
until to-morrow. 


On motton of Mr. Chabot, seconded by Mr. Cauchon, 


Quebec City Ordered, That Mr. Speaker do tssue hts Warrant to 
Writ. the Clerk of the Crown im Chancery, to make out 


a new Writ for the Election of one Member to 
serve tn the present Provinetal Parliament for the City of Quebec, in the 
room and place of the Honorable Thomas Cushing Aylwin, Esquire, who, since 
hts Election, hath accepted the Office of Her Majesty's Soltcttor General 
for that part of the Province heretofore Lower Canada. 


On motton of Mr. Holmes, seconded by Mr. Jobin, 


Montreal City Ordered, That Mr. Speaker do tssue his Warrant to 
Wret. the Clerk of the Crown in Chancery, to make out 





a new Writ for the Election of one Member to 
serve in the present Provinetal Parliament for the City of Montreal, in 
the room and place of the Honorable Louts Hypolite LaFontaine, nee 
who, since his Election, hath accepted the Office of Her Majesty's Attor- 


ney General for that part of the Province heretofore Lower Canada. 


On motion of Mr. Macdonald of Glengarry, seconded by Mr. Richards, 


York, North Ordered, That Mr. Speaker do issue his Warrant to 
Riding, Writ. the Clerk of the Crown in Chancery, to make out 


a new Writ for the Election of one Member to 
serve in the present Provinctal Parliament for the North Riding of the 


(35) 
County of York, tn the room and place of the Honorable Robert: Baldwin, 
Esquire, who, since his Election, hath aecepted the Office of Her Majesty ' s 


OLY 


Attorney General for Upper Canada. 


On motion of Mr. Morrison, seconded by Mr. Smtth of Durham, 


TOUR, South Ordered, That Mr. Speaker do tssue hte Warrant to 
Riding, Writ. the Clerk of the Crown in Chancery, to make out 


a new Writ for the Election of one Member to 
serve tn the present Provinetal Parliament for the South Riding of the 
County of York, in the room and place of James Hervey Price, Esquire, who, 
since hts Election, hath accepted the Office of Her Majesty's Commissioner 
of Crown Lands for thts Province. 


On motton of Mr. Dumas, seconded by Mr. Davignon 


pe ES Reece} 
Terrebonne Ordered, That Mr. Speaker do issue hts Warrant to 
Wret. the Clerk of the Crown in Chancery, to make out 


a new Writ for the Election of one Member to 
serve in the present Provincial Parliament for the County of Terrebonne, 
in the room and place of the Honorable Louts Hypolite LaFontaine, Esquire, 
who, since his Election, hath accepted the Offtce of Her Majesty's Attorney 
General for that part of the Province heretofore Lower Canada. 


On motion of Mr. Macdonald of Glengarry, seconded by Mr. Richards 


eer 
Stormont and Ordered, That the Orders of thts House of Thursday 
Cormmall the ninth tnstant, on the subject of the Con- 
Eleettons. troverted Electtons for the County of Stormont, 


and for the Town of Cormall, be resetnded; and 
that a notice in writing, embracing the substance of this motion, be 
forthwith gtven by Mr. Speaker to the Petitioners, and to the sttting 
Members. 


On motion of Mr. Macdonald of Glengarry, seconded by Mr. Richards, 


Stormont Ordered, That the Petttiton of D. A. Macdonell, Esquire, 
Eleetton. candidate at the late Election of a Member for 


the County of Stormont, and others, Electors of 
the satd County, complaining of the undue Election and Return of Alexander 
M'Lean, Esqutre, to represent the said County in thts present Parliament, 
be taken into consideration by thts House, on Friday the seventeenth day 
of March instant, at the hour of four o'clock, P.M.; and that notice to that 
effect in writing, be forthwith given by Mr. Speaker to the Petittoners, 
thetr counsel, or agent, and to the sitting Member, according to the provt- 
stons of the second clause of an Act passed by the Parliament of Upper Canada, 
during the fourth year of the Retgn of Hts late Majesty George the Fourth, 
chapter four. 


On motion of Mr. Maedonald of Glengarry, seconded by Mr. Holmes, 


Cormmatlt Ordered, That the Petition of Charles Rattray, Es- 
Eleetton. quire, and others, Electors of the Town of Corn- 


wall, complaining of the undue Election and 
Return of the Honorable John Hillyard Cameron, Esquire, as a Member to 


represent the said Town of Cornwall tn thts present Parliament, be taken 
into consideration by this House, on Friday the seventeenth day of March 








320 


instant, at the hour of five o'clock, P.M.; and that nottce to that ef- 
fect, in writing, be forthwith given by Mr. Speaker to the Petitioners, 
thetr counsel, or agent, and to the sttting Member, according to the 
provistons of the second clause of an Act passed by the Parltament of 
Upper Canada, during the fourth year of the retgn of Hts late Majesty 
George the Fourth, chapter four. 


On motton of Mr. Wetenhall, seconded by Mr. Notman, 


Ae 
Prince Ed- Resolved, That leave be granted to withdraw the 
ward Electton. Petition of Roger B. Conger, Esquire, and 


others, Electors of the County of Prince Ed- 
ward, complaining of the undue Election and Return of David B. Steven- 
son, Esquire, to represent the satd County in thts Parliament. 
~ And the said Petition was then withdrawn. 


On motton of Mr. Drummond, seconded by Mr. Morrison 


eee 
Verchéres Ordered, That Mr. Speaker do issue hts Warrant to 
Writ. the Clerk of the Crown in Chancery, to make out 
a new Writ for the Election of one Member to 
serve in the present Provinetal Parliament for the County of Verchéres, 
in the room and place of James Leslie, Esquire, who, stnce hts Election, 


hath aecepted the office of Chairman of the Committee. of the Executive 
Counetl of the Province of Canada. 


MR. HOLMES /2--,.. gave notice of a Bill to extend all expiring laws 
to the next Session. /3 
(35) 
Expiring Laws Ordered, That Mr. Holmes have leave to bring ina 
Beer Bull to continue for a limited time certain 


Acts therein menttoned; and that the Rules of 
this House be suspended as to the present Btll. 
He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, 


M. CHAUVEAU--demanda si par ce bill on continuait aussi les lois des 
banqueroutes./4 ((I1)) fait remarquer que le membre pour Rouville a 
présenté un bill pour changer la loi des banqueroutes. Ce bill a été mis 
devant la chambre et il espére que cette fois la chambre ne fera pas 
comme dans une circonstance précédente/5. Il fit observer que l'année 
derniére tandis que par le nouvel acte des municipalités on avait abrégé 
l'ancien, on l'avait en méme temps continué par l'acte continuant les 
lois expirantes. Cette année il y avait devant la chambre un projet de 
loi pour rappeler l'acte des banqueroutes. /6 Il espére que le membre pour 
Rouville tiendra 4 son projet au sujet de la loi des banqueroutes. // 


DR. DAVIGNON--répond qu'il y tient de fait. 78 


~ 


M. RUMMOND--observe que l'administration étant 4 peine formée n'a 
pu encore s'entendre sur des mesures aussi importantes. I1 faut lui donner 
le temps de mtrir ses mesures et ne pas le forcer de les passer 4 la hate, 
parce qu'il pourrait s'en suivre des imperfections. Il prie ses honorables 


amis pour le comté de Québec et de Rouville de ne pas embarrasser 1'adminis- 
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tration nouvelle dans la circonstance ot elle se trouve, dans la nécessité 
ot elle se voit de tout reformer. I1 espére que ces messieurs compren- 
dront sa position et ne persisteront pas 4 lui donner de l'ouvrage inm- 
médiatement, plus qu'elle ne peut en faire.’79 ((21)) exprima l'espoir 

que le Dr. Davignon l'auteur...((du)) bill ((des banqueroutes)) n'en 
presserait point la passation tandis que les ministres n'étaient pas a 
leur poste. 80 


MM. CHAUVEAU et DAVIGNON--soutenaient qu'une mesure aussi urgente 
demandée par tout le commerce devait faire exception.8l 


Plusieurs membres tant du Haut que du Bas-Canada s'exprimérent forte- 
ment en faveur du rappel de la loi des banqueroutes. 82 


DR. DAVIGNON--fit observer qu'il serait inséré dans son project une 
clause qui pourvoirait 4 continuer les affaires commencées. 83 


M. CHAUVEAU--dit que le monsieur qui défend si bien l'administration 
absente, qui semble la représenter, qui semble son organe, doit savoir 
que ceux qui la composent ne viennent ni de LaChine, ni du Japon, et que 
par conséquent, ils ne soissent pas des étrangers aux grandes mesures, 
ils doivent les avoir déja examinées. Car plus les mesures song import- 
antes, plus ils ont di s'en occuper et plus il est urgent de les passer 
sans délai. Aprés tout, que l'administration soit responsable tant qu'on 
voudra, cela n'empéche pas que tous les membres de cette chambre sont 
aussi responsables au peuple, et ils doivent presser les mesures qui 
tendent 4 le soulager et cela immédiatement. 84 


M. DRUMMOND--( (dit quelque mots.))85 
ery. 


and the same was received and read for the first time; and ordered to be 
read a second time, on Wednesday next. 


Petition Of Lb. Ordered, That the nane of Mr. Cameron of Kent be 
Lawrason and truck out of the list of the Members forming 
others. the Select Committee to which was referred the 


Petition of L. Lawrason and others, of the Town 
of London, and that the name of Mr. Notman be substituted; and, also, that 
the said Committee have leave to report by Bill or otherwise. 


MR. cHABOTS©—-then moved the postponement of the orders of the day, 


but consented to withhold it to allow Sir Allan MacNab to make a motion 
of which he had given notice. 8/7 


MR. H. SHERWOOD--insisted on his motion to bring in a bill to repeal 
the Usury Laws, which stood before Sir Allan MacNab's motion on the notice 
list, taking precedence, 88 


MR. CHABOT--therefore pressed his motion. 8? 
(35) 
Orders Mr. Chabot moved, seconded by Mr. Beaubien, and 
deferred. the Question being put, That the Orders of the day 


be postponed until to-morrow. 


The House dtvided:-- 
Yeas, 23. 
Nays, 16. 
So tt was carrted in the Affirmative. 


Ordered, That the Orders of the day be postponed until to-morrow. 


Then, on motion of Mr. Laurin, seconded by Mr. Guillet, 
The House adjourned. 99 


APPENDIX: 13 MARCH 1848. 


((NOTICE OF MOTION RE: SUPPLY.))?2 


MR. DRUMMOND gave notice that on to-morrow he would move that a supply 
be granted to Her Majesty. 92 


((QUESTION AND ANSWER RE: PROROGATION.))23 


MR. H. SHERWOOD (Toronto) inquired of the hon. gentlemen opposite whether 
a short session was anticipated? in what position they really were?94 quel 
jour la chambre serait-((elle) ) prorogée?>? 


MR. DRUMMOND stated that the session would be brought to a close in a 
very few days96; ce serait 4 la fin de cette semaine ou au commencement de 
la prochaine?’ probably within a week, but it was impossible, at present, 
to name the precise day. But as soon as the session could be brought to a 
close consistently with the despatch of some business before the House, a 
prorogation would take place?8 as in consequence of the absence of all the 
Ministers for re-election, and the impossibility of their being prepared 
with any government measures--it would be quite inconvenient to protract 
the sitting of the Legislature. 79 


((PETITION PRESENTED FOR THE RENEWAL OF NIAGARA AND DETROIT 
RIVERS RAILROAD CHARTER. ) ) 


MR. MCFARLAND ((presented the petition)) for the renewal of the Niagara 
and Detroit Rivers Railroad Charter.100 


The petition ... ((was)) readl0l, 


COL. PRINCE rose and pronouncing the document a "tissue of gross and 
malignant falsehoods," he ... ((attacked))102 the hon. member for Welland 
for presenting such a petition and especially for not previously showing 
it to him. He then went on to consider the petitioners--"Who are they?" 
asked the Colonel, "why Mr. Speaker, two or three petty shopkeepers in a 
paltry little village called Bertie--a dirty little fishing place with 


half a dozen houses in it!" And these people, forsooth, to tell ME that 
I betrayed trust with them! that THEY entrusted me with carrying through 
the Railroad Charter!! That I did not consult them!! Was ever such 


assumption--such impudence heard of? Mr. Speaker, I brought in the Charter 
myself, of my own free will and accord--I advertized my intention to apply, 
through the Gazette--I asked no one's consent. But forsooth I must con- 
sult these people before I withdraw my own Bill! Such impudence! What care 
I for the people of Bertie, or all the people of "glorious old Norfolk, 

to boot?" A parcel of whiskey makers and fishers of black bass!!!103 


MR. MCFARLAND replied. He had only done his duty in presenting the 
petition, and knew no claim Col. Prince had to be previously consulted as 
to its presentation. 


((WITHDRAWN MOTION RE: NICOLET ELECTION. ))195 


M. PAPINEAU retira la requéte qu'il avait présentée pour M. Cressé qui 


324 


voulait disputer au Dr. Fortier le siége de Nicolet.... ((La eee 
n'était accompagnée d'aucune des formalités voulues par la loi, 106 


((POSTPONED MOTIONS RE: OXFORD ELECTION PETITION.) )107 


MR. NOTMAN OR MR. HOLMES1O8 moved that the petition of Peter Carroll, 
Esq., against the return of the hon. Francis Hincks for the County of 
Oxford be taken into consideration on Wednesday, March 15th, at 4 o'clock 
in the afternoon.109 


SIR A. MACNAB said Mr. Carroll had no objection; the sooner the better 
for him, as he wished to proceed home; but he had not completed his recog- 
nizances, which however he would do early in the morningll90, therefore--lll 


MR. NOTMAN and MR. DRUMMOND ... ((stated)) that Mr. Hincks+1¢ 
ting member+t would waive the recognizancesll4, 


the sit- 


SIR A. MACNAB on the part of Mr. Carroll assented to the motiontl>, 


MR. CAMERON contended that this question could not be put. Mr. Hincks 
could not waive the recognizances; he had nothing whatever to do with the 
seat.116 Mr. Hincks had vacated his seat, and therefore, the House knew noth- 
ing of Mr. Hincks, in the matter before it. The only way the petition could 
be proceeded in was by the Speaker giving notice to the electorsll’ of 
Oxfordl18 to come in and defend the seat. The motion was out of order.119 


MR. NOTMAN contended that the motion was out of order. The electors of 
the county of Oxford were not defending Mr. Hincks' seat, he was defending 
it himself. Mr. Carroll had petitioned against Mr. Hincks, none of the 
electors were before the House, they had made no application, 120 


MR. H. BOULTON said the case had great difficulty. They were without 
any exact law to meet the precise case, and therefore must act in the 
spirit of the law, if they had not the letter to guide them. He thought 
Mr. Hincks might be allowed to enter the House, for the purpose of defend- 
ing his seat. He cited cases which he considered supported him in his opin- 
ion. But if they had no precedent to meet the case, he thought they had 
better establish one, as they had done in another instance; but yet he 
warned the House of the danger they would incur if they exceeded their power. 
He thought the subject had better be postponed for consideration, and recom-— 
mended that it should be referred to a select committee.1l2l 


SIR A. MACNAB thought that if the recognizances had been entered into, 
this motion would be in order.122 The House was entirely convinced in this 
matter by the Grenville Act.123 


MR. DRUMMOND considered the Grenville Act had nothing to do with the 
question, because it did not provide for its settlement.124 ((He)) supported 
the motionl25, 


MR. RICHARDS took a "common sense", not a legal view of the question, 
which we could not understand. He said Mr. Hincks could be a member for 
the purpose of defending his seat, although he could not be a member for 
any other purpose.126 ((He supported the motion.))12/ 


MR. CAMERON (Cornwall) said the House could not receive the motion 
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unless indeed they wished to become an entirely new precedent parliament, 
and in every case where the majority wished they intended to do as they 
pleased. The House could know.nothing of Mr. Hincks. They could not 
treat him as a member for one purpose and not for another. He thought Mr. 
Hincks could petition that his seat be defended, 128 


It was ultimately agreed to reconsider the matter ... Tuesdayl29, 


FOOTNOTES: 13 MARCH 1848. 


MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 14 March 1848, observed: "The Hquse was occupied 
entirely with routine business——-presentation and reading petitions be- 
ing the order of the evening.... The new Members of the Executive 
Council were not present in the House yesterday, in consequence of 
having resigned their seats, until re-elected, in taking office; but 
they were nearly all seen at different periods of the evening behind 
the Speaker's chair." The GLOBE, 22 March 1848, commented that ''Mr. 


Drummond led the House, and did so with great ability." 


BRITISH WHIG, 18 March 1848, copying MONTREAL HERALD, identified the 
mover as Mr. Cauchon. 

The debate on this motion was reported in: PILOT, 16 March 1848, and 
BATHURST COURIER, 24 March 1848, in identical accounts; MONTREAL GA- 
ZETTE, 15 March 1848, and ST. CATHARINES JOURNAL, 23 March 1848, in 
identical accounts; BRITISH WHIG, 18 March 1848, who copied its account 
from the MONTREAL HERALD;. LE CANADIEN, 17 March 1848; and L'AURORE, 17 
March 1848, which noted the debate. According to MONTREAL GAZETTE, 
15 March 1848, "a considerable debate" took place on this matter. 
BRITISH WHIG, 18 March 1848, elaborated as follows: "The argument 
which was of a purely technical nature of no interest, and even almost 
unintelligible to any but a lawyer, was continued for some time." 
PILOT, 16 March 1848. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 15 March 1848, 

PILOT, 16 March 1848. 

BRITISH WHIG, 18 March 1848. 

PILOT, 16 March 1846. 

BRITISH WHIG, 18 March 1848. 

PILOT, 16 March 1848. 

BRITISH WHIG, 18 March 1848. 

PILOT, 16 March 1848. 

LE CANADIEN, 17 March 1848, 

PILOT, 16 March 18458. 

BRITISH WHIG, 18 March 1848. 

PILOT, 16 March 1848, 

LE CANADIEN, 17 March 1848, which noted that Mr. Dumas made similar state- 
ments. 

PILOT, 16 March 1848. 

LE CANADIEN, 17 March 1848. 

PILOT, 16 March 1848. 

IBID. 

LE CANADIEN, 17 March 1848. 

PILOT, 16 March 1848. 

IBID. 

The debate on this matter was reported in: PILOT, 16 March 1848, and 
BATHURST COURIER, 24 March 1848, in identical accounts. 

PILOT, 16 March 1848. 
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This matter was reported in: PILOT, 16 March 1848, and BATHURST COURIER, 
24 March 1848, in identical accounts; MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 14 March 1848, 
and PRINCE EDWARD GAZETTE, 24 March 1848, in identical accounts; MONTREAL 
GAZETTE, 15 March 1848, and ST. CATHARINES JOURNAL, 23 March 1848, in 
identical accounts; LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 16 March 1848; GLOBE, 22 March 
1848; -and L'AURORE, 17 March 1848. 

PILOT, 16 March 1848. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 15 March 1848. 

PILOT, 16 March 1848. 

The debate on this matter was reported in: PILOT, 16 March 1848, and 
BATHURST COURIER, 24 March 1848, in identical accounts; and LE CANADIEN, 
17 March 1848, which noted the debate. PILOT, 16 March 1848, reported 
that "the discussion was entirely in French". 

PILOT, 16 March 1848. 

LOL. 

IBID. 

IBID., which noted: "by a large majority". 

The debate on this motion was reported in: MONTREAL GAZETTE, 15 March 
1848, and ST. CATHARINES JOURNAL, 23 March 1848, in identical accounts; 
PILOT, 16 March 1848, and BATHURST COURIER, 24 March 1848, in identical 
accounts; MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 14 March 1848, and PRINCE EDWARD GAZETTE, 
24 March 1848, in identical accounts; and L'AURORE, 17 March 1848. MONT- 
REAL TRANSCRIPT, 14 March 1848, observed: "several hours were occupied 
in warm discussion relative to the petition against the return of the 
hon. member for Bonaventure". LE CANADIEN, 17 March 1848, described the 
discussion as "trés animée et presque personnelle"; MONTREAL GAZETTE, 

15 March 1848, reported that it was "angry". 

L'AURORE, 17 March 1848. 

IBID. 

The MONTREAL GAZETTE, 15 March 1848, confused this motion with the 
previous one on the Berthier Election petition and mistakenly identified 
the mover as Papineau and the seconder as Chabot. 

PILOT, 16 March 1848. 
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LE CANADIEN, 17 March 1848. 

PILOT, 16 March 1848. 

The debate on this matter was reported in: LE CANADIEN, 17 March 1848; 
L'AURORE, 17 March 1848; and GLOBE, 22 March 1848, which also contained 
a brief commentary. The PILOT, 16 March 1848, noted the debate in 
the following terms: "A warm and irrelevant discussion on the Bankrupt 
Act took place on a motion being made by Mr. Holmes to bring in a bill 
to extend certain expiring laws." 

GLOBE, 22 March 1848. 

LE CANADIEN, 17 March 1848. 
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PILOT, 16 March 1848. 
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GLOBE, 22 March 1848, noted: "that the House adjourned at midnight." 
The debate on this matter was reported in: LE CANADIEN, 17 March 1848; 
and GLOBE, 22 March 1848. 

GLOBE, 22 March 1848. 

The debate on this matter was reported in: PILOT, 16 March 1848, 
BATHURST COURIER, 24 March 1848, and BRITISH WHIG, 22 March 1848, in 
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TEED. 

IBID., whose words were: "'pitched into' the hon. member from Welland 
in his most approved style". 

GLOBE, 22 March 1848, 

IBID., which commented "Mr. MacFarland ably defended the petitioners, 
and threw back the insinuations thrown with much spirit." The whole 
question is discussed at length in the GLOBE. 

The debate on this matter was reported in: L'AURORE, 17 March 1848; 
and LE CANADIEN, 17 March 1848. 

LE CANADIEN, 17 March 1848. 

The debate on this matter was reported in: MONTREAL GAZETTE, 15 March 
1848, ST. CATHARINES JOURNAL, 23 March 1848, and L'AURORE, 17 March 
1848, in identical accounts; MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 14 March 1848, and 
PRINCE EDWARD GAZETTE, 24 March 1848, in identical accounts; PILOT, 16 
March 1848, and BATHURST COURIER, 24 March 1848, in identical accounts; 
and GLOBE, 22 March 1848. 

The MONTREAL GAZETTE, 15 March 1848, identifies the mover as Mr. Holmes, 
and the PILOT, 16 March 1848, as Mr. Notman. 

PILOT, 16 March 1848. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 15 March 1848. 
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TUESDAY, 14 MARCH 1848.1 


5e) ' Oloeks Poe 


(35) 
Petitions THE following Petitions were severally brought 
brought up. up, and latd on the table:-- 


By Mr. Smith of Wentworth,--The Petitton of 
Dantel M. Gitlktson and others, of the Town of Brantford and other places, 
in the District of Gore. 
By Mr. Merritt,--The Petition of the Ntagara Falls Suspension Bridge 
Company. 
By Mr. Gutllet,--The Petitton of the Reverend P. Patry and others, of 


Z —=——”’ 
the Parish of St. Stantslas, in the County of Champlain. 
(36) 
By Mr. Wetenhall,--The Petttion of Samuel Penfold and others, of the 
County of Waterloo. 
Petittons Pursuant to the Order of the day, the following 
read. Petitton was read:-- 


Of Pterre Vezina, Esquire, and others, Electors 
of the Town of Three iver; setting forth:--That on the twenty-ninth day 
of December Last past, and on the third and fourth days of January, also 
Last past, the Petitioners, Pierre Vezina, Ettenne Tapin, Jacques Bureau, 
John M'Dougall, Antoine Desaunier, Oltvter Lamontagne, George Stobbs, Zé-- 
phtrin Boudreau, Pierre Deveau, and Frangois Routter, were, and are still 
Freeholders and Electors duly qualtfied by law to vote at the election of 
a Member to represent and serve the satd Town of Three Rivers in the Legis- 
Lative Assembly of this Province, tn the present Parliament: That at the 
late General Election of Members to serve in the present Provinctal Parlta- 
ment, James Diekson, Esquire, was the Returning Officer duly appointed to 
proceed d to the election of a Member to serve the satd Town of Three Rivers 
in the Legislative Assembly of this Province; and that the satd Returning 
Officer gave due notice that he would commence and hold the satd election 
for the satd Town on the twenty-ninth day of December last, at one of the 
clock tn the afternoon, at the Market Hall of the satd Town: That on the 
satd day, and at the satd place and hour, two candidates appeared for the 
representation of the satd Town, to wit: Antotne Polette, Esqutre, Advocate, 
and Pterre Benjanitn Dumoulin, Esquire, Advocate, both of the satd Town, and 
a Poll was required, and granted by the said Returning Officer; and that the 
third and fourth days of January then next, and now last oe were then 
and there appotnted by the satd Returning Officer for taking the satd Poll, 
at the Market Hall of the satd Town: That the satd Antotne Polette was then 
and ts still qualtfied by law to serve as a Member in the Legtslatzive. As- 
sembly of this Province: That on the satd third day of January last past, 
the said Returning Officer proceeded to hold and take the Poll, and received 
the votes of those who presented themselves as Electors, and adjourned to 
the next day: That on the fourth day of the satd month of January last past, 
at nine of the clock in the forenoon, the satd Returning Offtcer continued 
to hold and take the Poll, and to receive the votes of those who presented 
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themselves as Electors; but that in consequence of the violence exercised 

by the friends and supporters of the said Pierre Benjamin Dumoulin, who 

had by foree expelled and driven from the Poll Booth the friends and sup- 
porters of the satd Antoine Polette, and taken and kept foreible posses- 
ston of the satd Poll Booth, the satd Returning Officer could not continue 
and terminate the said Electton, and was forced to discontinue the Poll, 

and close the Election, wtthout proclaiming either of the candidates elected: 
That the satd Antotne Polette polled at the satd Election one hundred and 
seventy votes, which formed the majority of good and legal votes, as well as 
of those taken and enregistered at the satd Electton, as of those of all 

the Electors of the said Town of Three Rivers duly qualified to vote: That 
the said Pierre Benjamin Dumoulin, at the time of the said Election, and 
particularly on the satd twenty-ninth day of December, and on the said third 
and fourth days of January last past, held and was in possesston of the sev- 
eral offtces under the Crown in thts Province, of Restdent Agent for the 
sale of Publte Lands tn the County of St. Maurice, in the said Province, 

and of Agent for the sale of Timber ltcences tn the. satd County, and that 
notice thereof had been publicly given tn the satd Town of Three Rivers: 
That betng tn possesston of such offices as aforesaid, the satd Pierre Ben- 
jamin Dumoulin, at the time of the satd Election, was incapable of and dts- 
qualified from being elected or returned to be a Member of the Legislative 
Assembly of this Provinee: That the Returning Officer well knowtng the 
premises, granted tmproperly, and tn error, a Poll at the satd Election, 

and was bound to proclaim and return the satd Antotne Polette as duly elect- 
ed, being the sole candidate duly qualified; and that the satd Antoine 
Polette became, and was, and ts entitled to sit and vote in the Legislative 
Assembly of this Province, as the Member representing the satd Town of Three 
Rivers: That under those ctreumstances, the Pettttoners humbly contend that 
the satd Pterre Benjamin Dumoultn could not and cannot be declared to be 

the Member elected to serve the said Town of Three Rivers in the Legislative 
Assembly of this Province, in the present Parliament; and praying the con- 
stderatton of the House in the premises, and that tt be declared that the 
satd Antoine Polette was duly elected, and is entitled to sit tn this pres- 
ent Parltament as Member representing the satd Town of Three Rivers in the 
Legtslative Assembly of this Province, and that the necessary orders to 

that effect be made both to the satd Returning Offtcer and the Clerk of the 
Crown tn Chancery, as need may require; and that the House. will further or- 
dain and decree in the matter as to law and justice may appertatn: That 

the Petitioners further represent to the House, that the satd Pierre Ben- 
jamin Dumoulin, with intent to promote hts Election, did open and support, 
or cause to be opened and supported, at his own expense, costs, and charges, 
during the said Election, houses of public entertainment for the accomoda- 
tion of the Electors within the satd Town of Three Rivers, and where a great 
number of the said Electors were in fact accommodated and entertained: That 
during the whole course of the satd Election the satd Pierre Benjanin Du- 
moulin, his frtends or agents, caused to be collected and kept together at 
the Poll Booth a great number of persons having no right to vote at the said 
Election, for the purpose of overawing and intimidating Electors destrous of 


voting for the said Antoine Polette, and most effectually violated and destroy- 
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ed all freedom of Election: That during the course of the said Eleetton, 

to wit, the third and fourth days of January last past, the friends and 
supporters of the satd Pterre Benjam amin Dumoulin were gutlty of the most 
outrageous and rtotous conduct, tn tll treating, assaulting, and beating, 
at the Poll Booth, and tn its vicinity, several of the frtends, supporters, 
and voters of the satd Antotne Polette; by means whereof several Electors 
destrous of voting for the said Antotne Polette, were prevented from doing 
so: That on the satd thtrd and fourth days of January last past, at the 
satd Election, the frtends and supporters of the satd Pterre Benjantn Du- 
moulin carried violence to such a degree as to tlltreat, assault, and 

beat several Electors who were in the act of voting for the satd Antotne 
Polette, and with force and vtolence expelled, drove, and tore away several 
Electors while in the act of voting for the satd Antoine Polette, and by 
that means prevented several Electors from recording thetr votes in favor 
of the satd Antoine Polette: That on the satd fourth day of January last 
past, during the satd Election, the friends, agents, and supporters of the 
satd Pierre Benjamin Dumoulin, with force and vtolence dispersed, drove, 
and expelled from the satd Poll Booth, all the friends, supporters, and 
voters of the satd Antotne Polette, and took and kept foretble possesston 
of the satd Poll Booth for the avowed purpose of preventing Electors from 
voting for the satd Antoine Polette; by means whereof several Electors were 
prevented from recording thetr votes in favor of the said Antotne Polette, 
and the satd Returning Offtcer could not continue the satd Eleetton, but, 
dreading personal tnjury to himself, was forced to discontinue the Election 
and elose the Poll, without proclaiming etther of the candidates duly elected: 


(37) 
That a great number of votes were given for the said Pterre Benjamin Dumoulin 
by persons possessed of no qualtftecatton whatever, and many whose want of 
gqualtftcation was apparent on thetr own statement, because many of them were 
not proprtetors and possessors in virtue of legal titles, of lots of ground 
and dwelling-houses thereupon within the limits of the satd Town of Three 
Rivers; others were not proprtetors and possessors in virtue of legal titles, 
of lots of ground and dwellitng-houses thereupon within the satd Town, and in 
the recetpt of the rents and profits thereof above stx. calendar months immedi- 
ately proceding the said Election; others were not proprietors and possessors 
in virtue of legal titles, of lots of ground and dwelltng-houses thereupon 
within the limits of the said Town, of the yearly value of at least Five pounds 
sterling, over and above all annual rents, be the same ground-rents or constt- 
tuted rents; and that others voted as tenants, although they were not tenants 
of houses or part of houses separately, wtthin the limits of the said Town, 
during twelve calendar months next before the date of the Wrtt of Summons 
for the satd Electton, and had not actually patd one year's rent, at the rate 
of at least Ten pounds sterling, a-year, for a house. or part of a house separ- 
ately oecupted during the time aforesaid; that many persons were induced to 
vote and take the oaths to entitle them to do so, by criminal solicitations; 
that in divers tnstances, several persons were admitted to vote for the satd 
Pierre Benjantn Dumoulin on one and the same lot of ground and qualification 
whteh gave no right to vote to etther of them; and that persons, under oath, 
declared themselves proprtetors of lots of ground and dwelling-houses thereupon, 
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to whitch they had no right or title: That although the satd Antoine Polette 
was duly elect by a majortty of good and legal votes, yet an apparent and 
colorable majority tn favor of the satd Pierre Benjamin Dumoulin, to the 
exeLluston of the satd Antoine Polette, was obtained by the vartous tllegal, 


SS 
corrupt, criminal, and unwarrantable means and practices above stated; and 
that the satd Antotne Polette is entitled to stt and vote in thts present 
Parltament, as the Member representing the satd Town of Three Rivers in the 
Legtslative Assembly of this Province: That by reason of the premises, it 
ts mantfest that the apparent and colorable majority in favor of the said 
Pterre Benjamin Dunoulin was obtatned by the most tllegal and criminal means; 
and praying the House to take the same into tts serious consideration, and, 
tn granting relief to the Petittoners, will permit and order that a serutiny 
of the votes recorded on the Poll Book of the said Eleetion in favor of the 
satd Pierre Benjamin Dumoulin may be had, and that the tllegal votes entered 
upon the satd Poll Book tn hts favor may be erased or struck off; that it 
be declared that the satd Antotne Polette was duly elected, and ts entitled 
to stt tn the present Parltament as the Member representing the said Town of 
Three Rivers tn the Legislative Assembly of thts Province; and that the 
necessary orders to that effect be made both to the satd Returning Officer 
and the Clerk of the Crown tn Chancery, as need may require; and that the 
House wtll further ordain and decree tn the matter as to law and justice 
may appertatn. 





Petition of Resolved, That the Petition of the Trafalgar, Esquesing, 
Trafalgar, &., and Erin Road Company, be referred to a Select 

Road Company Committee, composed of Mr. Wetenhall, Mr. Notman, 
referred. Mr. Morrtson, Mr. Smith of Wentworth, and Mr. 


Thompson, to examine the contents thereof, and to 
report thereon with all convenient speed; wtth power to send for persons, 
papers, and records. 


Steal aus Mr, Wilson, from the Select Committee to which was 

Church Glebe referred the Petttton of the Rector and Church Wardens 

BCL. of St. Paul's Church of London, in the District of 
London, with power to report by Bill or otherwise, pre- 


sented to the House a Bill to authorize the Rector and Church Wardens of St. 
Paul's Church, London, to sell a part of the Glebe, on certain conditions, 
which was recetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a 
second time, on Thursday next. 


Usury Laws Ordered, That the Honorable Mr. Sherwood have leave 
Brel. to bring in a Bill to alter and amend the Laws 


against Usury in this Province. 
He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House, and the same was 
received and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time, 
on Monday next. 





Oxford Mr. Speaker acquainted the House, that Peter Carroll, 
Electton. Esquire, Murdoch Morrison, Esqutre, and John Holland, 


Merchant, had entered into the usual Recogntzance 
required by law, on the subject-matter of the Contested Electton for the 
County of Oxford. 
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Several inquiries were made of Mr. Drummond ... as to the intention 
of Ministers, to prorogue the Parliament, or to allow time for proceeding 
with the measures of the country. 3 SIR A. MACNAB (C(was one of the question- 
ers.))4 


MR. DRUMMOND replied that it was the_intention of the Government to 
prorogue the House as early as possible.° ((He)) thought it probable the 
prorogation would take place in a few days; but time would be” given to 
pass some few urgent measures. A vote of credit must be taken; a measure 
for renewing expiring laws must be passed; and some few other important 
acts. 


DR. BOUTHILLIER moved for leave to bring in a bill to extend the time 
for taking the Census in Lower Canada. 


DR. NELSON seconded the motion.? 


MR. CHABOT thought this motion should not be urged as it was understood 
that the House was to prorogued in a few days. 10 


MR. DRUMMOND said the Bill was approved by the Ministry.11 ((He)) had 
no objection to this bill being passed; on the contrary it was of importance 
that it should be passed, in order to render operative a measure already 
passed. 


(37) 
Census Btll. Ordered, That Mr. Bouthtllter have leave to bring in 


a Bill to extend the time for taking the Census 
in Lower Canada for the year 1848. 
He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, 


DR. LATERRIERE recommended that this bill should be withdrawn and replaced 
next session by a more effective measure. 


MR. BADLGEY wished to know if the provisions of the Bill were to extend 
to Upper Canadal4, 


((He was)) answered in the negative.15 


MR. BADGLEY said the measure was most absurd1®, He thought if the period 
be extended for Lower Canada, it should also be extended _for Upper Canada-- 
it was necessary the two combined should make one wholet’, The taking of the 
Census was most important to the House, for without it, on many subjects, 
they could not legislate with any safety.+ The subject of the census was to 
aid the Government in forming a judgment of the resources of the Provincel9, 
The curse of the country was the difficulty which the population of Lower 
Canada threw in the way of taking the Census, which they could not be per- 
suaded was not a measure for the purposes of taxation. He thought the exten- 
sion of time was little needed; but if you extend it for one Province why 
not for the other?--make it at least one homogeneous measure. Under any cir- 
cumstances he thought the lst July would be sufficient extension. 


MR. H. SHERWOOD thought that it would be long enough to extend the period 
to the lst July; his object in saying this was that the Bill might be intro- 
duced early in the next session--if he took it for granted, Parliament would 
be summoned before the lst January next. 
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MR. DRUMMOND.--Yes, you may ... be sure of that.22 


(37) 
and the same was received and read for the first time; and ordered to be 
read a second time, on Thursday next. 


SIR A. MACNAB?? moved an Address to His Excellency for the production 
of Correspondence of the Great Western Railway, and hoped the learned mem- 
ber who was doing the Duke of Wellington in the House would not object.24 


MR. DRUMMOND solicited a postponement. 2° 


SIR A. MACNAB could not refuse the hon. gentleman, he asked so politely. 
He then said he presumed there could be no objection to his EN ESS that a 
standing Committee be appointed on Railways and Telegraph Lines.2 


MR. DRUMMOND wished it postponed.2/ OR ((CHe)) urged the withdrawal 
of the motion. At this period of the session28 with the Ministry absent, 
and29 when it was known that Parliament was to be prorogued in a few days, 
it was useless to appoint a committee which would not have time to do any- 
thing. 30 


SIR A. MACNAB could not give way on this occasion>! unless the sense 
of the House were taken and found to be against him.32 It was merely a 
Committee for the purpose of giving information, and he would be happy to 
give it up to any member of the Administration who wished it. The com- 
mittee would at all events have time to gather information of a valuable 
kind.34 ((It)) would be a great assistance to the Administration, it was 
in their interest that it should be appointed; for himself he would give up 
the Committee to them whenever they expressed a desire that such should 
be the case, and he believed it would be of the greatest advantage both 
to the country and themselves if the Government would take the lead-in, 
lines of Railway under their protection. 35 
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Ratiways and Str Allan N. MacNab. moved, seconded by Mr. Wilson, 
Telegraph Lines. and the Questton being put, That a Standing Committee 


of eleven Members, on Ratlways and Telegraph Lines, 
be appointed; and that the said Committee consist of Mr. Wilson, Mr. Bouthti- 


Lter, Mr. Taché, Mr. Prince, Mr. Chauveau, the Honorable Mr. Sherwood, Mr. 


Holmes, Mr. Wetenhall, Mr. Merritt, the Honorable Mr. Macdonald, and the 
mover. 
MR. CAUCHON ... ((spoke)) in French in opposition to the motion2®, 


SIR A. MACNAB requested him to speak in English?’, 


MR. CAUCHON ((spoke in English.) )38 ((He)) was opposed to this mode 
of nominating committees, the choice ought to be made by the House. 


COL. PRINCE was not aware that legislation would be closed so suddenly 
as to prevent any good arising from the appointment of the Committee; Seep he 
were, it could not be helped. He supported the motion. 


MR. MERRITT spoke in favour of the Committee being appointed. 41 


O26 


MR. DRUMMOND could not consent to this committee being appointed. It 
seemed to him unfair to insist upon it after it had been intimated that 
the House would be prorogued in a few days. (Hear, hear.) It was unfair 
to insist on it until the Ministry had been able to see what was the state 
of the finances of the Province, and whether they could pledge themselves 
to forward the interests of any railroad. For one he must oppose the motion. 
ey thought it unfair to Ministers, he was not authorized to consent to 
ele? 


42 


MR. H. SHERWOOD. What authority had the hon. member to say that he 
was not authorized? 


MR. DRUMMOND. The authority of the Administration.4> 


MR. H. SHERWOOD. Oh! I suppose the learned gentleman may be called 
the "Incarnation of the new Ministry." He argued the Committee was merely 
to gain information, and he could not possibly see what objection there 
could be.46 ((He supported the motion.))47 


SIR A. MACNAB supported the motion, which was carried out on a division 
py 33 to 31.48 


(37) 
The House divided; and the names being called for, they were taken down; 
as follow:--49 


YEAS. 
Messteurs Badgley, Cameron of CORNWALL, Cayley, Chauveau, Chrtstte, 


ee 


Crysler, Cuthbert, Flint, Gugy, Hall, Holmes, Johnston, Laterriére, Macdonald 


of KINGSTON, Str Allan N. MacNab, Malloch, M'Connell, M'Lean, Merritt, Not- 


man, Prince, Robinson, Seymour, Sherwood of BROCKVILLE, Sherwood of TORONTO, 
Smith of FRONTENAC, Smtth of WENTWORTH, Stevenson, Taché, Thompson, Webster, 


Wetenhall, and Wilson.--(88.) 











NAYS. 

Messteurs Armstrong, Beaubien, Bell, Bouthtliter, Burritt, Cauchon, Chabot, 
Davignon, Drummond, Duchesnay , Dumas, DeWitt, Fortter, Fournter, Fourquin, 
Guillet, Jobin, Laurin, Lemieux, Macdonald of GLENGARRY, Marquis, M'Farland, 
Mongenats, Morrtson, Nelson, Paptneau, Richards, Sauvageau, Seott of TWO 
MOUNTAINS, Smith of DURHAM, and Watts.--(31.) 


So tt was carrted in the Afftrmative. 


Resolved, That a Standing Committee of eleven Members, on Ratlways and Tele- 
graph Lines, be appointed; and that the satd Committee consist of Sir 
Allan N. MacNab, Mr. Wilson, Mr. Bouthillter, Mr. Taché, Mr. Prince, 


Mr. Chauveau, the Honorable Mr. Sherwood, Mr. Holmes, Mr. Wetenhall, Mr. 


Merritt, and the Honorable Mr. Macdonald. 

MR. J. S. MACDONALD (Glengarry)--observed that it would be as well to 
know what measures were desired to be withdrawn on the part of the Govern- 
ment. 


MR. CHABOT wished to know distinctly when Parliament would be prorogued, 
that hon. members might shape their course accordingly.°1 
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MR. DRUMMOND said it was impossible for him to say on what day the 
Parliament would be prorogued, but it would be at as early a period as 
possible; a vote of supplies must be given; an Act to amend expiring laws 
must be passed, and the election questions must be previously settled; he 
thought the object of the hon. members in putting these question was less 
to embarrass the Government than to annoy the hon. member for Shefford; 
but he would inform hon. members that the hon. member for Shefford was not 
very thin skinned. 


(37) 
kingston Ordered, That the Honorable Mr. Macdonald have leave 
Lught Com- to bring tn a Btll to tneorporate "The City of 
pany Bill. Kingston Gas Light Company." 

(38) 


He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House and the same was 
received and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time, 
on Thursday next. 


Butter Inspec- Ordered, That Mr. Holmes have leave to bring in a 
tion BULL: Bill to provide for the inspection of Butter in 


Quebec and Montreal. 
He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House,?3 


MR. HOLMES said that this was a measure of great importance, for within 
the last few years a great trade had sprung up in the article of butter, 
particularly in Upper Canada, and there was no means whatever of properly 
sorting it or preparing it for the foreign market.°4 ((A)) great necessity ... 
existed for a regular inspection. 2° He introduced this bill at the solici- 
tation of the Boards of Trade of Montreal and Ouebec. 


COL. PRINCE ((asked a question.))°/ 


MR. HOLMES stated that the inspection would be quite voluntary; those 
who chose to have their butter inspected, would pay for it.38 


(38) 
and the same was received and read for the first ttme. 
Mr. Holmes moved, seconded by Mr. Stevenson, and the Question being put, 
That the Bill be read a second time to-morrow. 


MESSRS. CHABOT et CHAUVEAU s'y opposent. Ils ne veulent pas passer une 
mesure aussi importante qui affecte les intéréts commerciaux de toute la pro- 
vince et des deux villes particuliérement, sans que leurs constituants aient 
pu d'avance en prendre connaissance et se prononcer. Si on veut proroguer 
le parlement, qu'on le prorogue tout de suite, ou si on veut s'occuper de 
mesures importantes comme celle-1la, qu'on se mette 4 l'oeuvre décidément et 
qu'on s'occupe de toutes les mesures importantes. 


MR. HOLMES thought that the gentlemen would withdraw their opposition 
when he explained that no tax whatever was imposed by this bill; it only 
provided for those voluntarily submitting their produce to inspection for 
the foreign market. The Board of Trade of Montreal was in daily communica- 
tion with the Board of Trade of Quebec, and they had strongly urged him to 
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press this measure. 09 


DR. LATERRIERE demande comment il se fesait que les ministres étaient 


~ 


plus t6t prét & recommander cette mesure plutdt que les autres. 


M. DRUMMOND se leva et dit que cette mesure était importante et avait 
attiré l'attention du ministére.°2 ((He)) assented on the part of the 
Government. 


MR. CHABOT dit que si le ministére pour sa premiére mesure s'occupait 
de beurre, il craignait bien qu'on ne nous donnat plus de beurre que de 
pain. 64 


MR. BOULTON ... supported the motion®5, 


MR. H. SHERWOOD thought the House ought to know what measures the Min- 
isters intended carrying during the present Session. It seems the first 
Government measure was the Butter Bill; he was astonished when he thought 
of the labor it must have caused them before they could make up their minds 
to assent to its provisions. It was a great feather in their caps, and 
the country would be grateful for the Butter Bill. 


(38) 

The House divided; and the names being called for, they were taken down; 
as follow:-- 

YEAS. 

Messteurs Armstrong, Badgley, Beaubien, Bell, Boulton of NORFOLK, Bouthil- 
iter, Burritt, Cameron of CORNWALL, Cauchon, Cayley, Chrtstte, Crysler, Cuth- 
bert, Daly, Davtgnon, Drwnmond, Dumas, DeWitt, Egan, Flint, Gugy, Hall, Holmes, 
Jobin, Johnson, Macdonald of GLENGARRY, Macdonald of KINGSTON, Sir Allan N. 
MacNab, Malloch, M'Connell, M'Farland, M'Lean, Merritt, Mongenats, Morrison, 
Nelson, Notman, Papineau, Prince, Richards, Robinson, Sauvageau, Scott of 
TWO MOUNTAINS, Seymour, Sherwood of BROCKVILLE, Sherwood of TORONTO, Smith 
of DURHAM, Smith of WENTWORTH, Stevenson, Taché, Thompson, Watts, Webster 


Capita esq see = Jatin EL IG | pS en ee ek et | 
Wetenhall, and Wilson.--(55.) 











NAYS. 


Messteurs Chabot, Chauveau, Fortier, Fourguin, Guillet, Laterriére, Laurin, 
Lemteux, and_Marquis.--(9.) 
So tt was carrted in the Afftrmative. 


Ordered, That the Brll to provide for the inspectton of Butter tn Quebec and 
Montreal be read a second time, to-morrow. 


MR. H. SHERWOOD again rose and said he thought it highly desirable that 
the period of prorogation should be known; he was aware that the members 
of the Government had a great deal to do--in fact he was surprised they had 
found time to introduce the Butter Bill (laughter) .6/ 


MR. DRUMMOND. It was not a Bill of much importance. ©8 


MR. H. SHERWOOD. Nevertheless it was the first measure of the new Govern- 
ment (great laughter). He wished to know when the session would be brought 
to a close, 
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MR. DRUMMOND. In a few days. /0 


MR. BADGLEY said hours had been passed in discussing whether or not 
notices should be postponed; he thought it the best plan to go through in 
the regular course, and postpone or adopt them according to the wishes of 
the House. /1 


COL. PRINCE said he hoped at any rate no objection would be made to the 
Butter Bill/*. The first Ministerial Bill was an Inspection of Butter Bill, 
he saw the next Government measure was an Inspection of Flour Bill--then, 
of course, entered into the composition of bread--so this Parliament’? might 
well be called the "Bread-and-Butter Parliament,'"74 (Hilarité)/°? anda very 
good name for a Parliament too, and it would be an excellent thing if they 
would always look after the Bread and Butter of the country. For his 
part he saw no reason why hon. gentlemen should not have their bread and but- 
ter inspected (great laughter).//7 


MR. HOLMES’® ... moved that the House go into Committee of the whole, 
on amending the Bill for regulating the Inspection of Flour and Meal. /9 


The motion was carried--55 to 980 | 


(38) 
On motion of Mr. Holmes, seconded by Mr. Morrison, 


Flour and Resolved, That thts House do now resolve ttself into 

Meal Act. a Committee of the whole House, to consider the 
expedtency of anending the Act 4 and 5 Vie. ec. 89, 

providing for the tnspectton of Flour and Meal. rae 


MR. MORIN desired Hon. Mr. Macdonald to act as Chairman. ®1 


(38) 
The House accordingly resolved ttself into the satd Committee. 
The Honorable Mr. Macdonald took the Chatr of the Committee; 


MR. HOLMES said that in calling the attention of the committee to the 
act 4 and 5 Vic., cap. 89, which he proposed to amend, he would particularly 
advert to the 12th clause, where the fee for inspection was fixed at 24d per 
barrel, an allowance which, in his judgment was excessive. Assuming that 
there were®2 ((four to five hundred thousand))83 barrels brought for inspec- 
tion--and he believed the quantity assumed to be a fair and moderate estimate, 
((as)) he was informed that four_to five hundred thousand barrels were 
inspected in Montreal last year®) the income of the Inspector would exceed 
the aggregate allowance of the three Judges of the Courtof Queen's Bench. 
Say that ((480,000)) barrels should be imported, it would give a revenue of 
£4,000 per annum to the Inspector, exclusive of the flour extracted in the 
process of inspection, which, in itself, was supposed to be equal in value 
to the payment of all the expenses of assistants. Again he wished to 
assimilate the brands of Canadian flour with those of the United States. 
Flour manufactured in, and shipped from Canada to England, was branded one 
degree below an article of the same quality manufactured in and shipped from 
the United States to the same market; that is to say, flour branded as super- 
fine in Canada would be branded extra superfine in the United States, and 
being sold according to the brand, it actually, to the knowledge of the hon. 
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gentleman who spoke, and of Mr, Merritt, fetched from 1s to ls. 6d. a barrel 
moere in the Liverpool market.°7 He ... also introduced a clause to regu- 
late the inspection of Oatmeal, an article now largely exported and which had 
not been heretofore properly attended to. Mr. Holmes then proposed that 
1d. should be substituted in that clause in the Bill which allowed 2d. per 
bri. to the Inspector of Flour89 a fee quite sufficient in his judgment 

for the work performed. 99 


MR. BADGLEY thought that 3d. would be sufficient. 91 


MR. HOLMES said, he was not prepared to replace the allowance per barrel 
to so low a sum as that. In the United States two cents per barrel was 
allowed, and he thought our American neighbors inclined to carry economy 
to its furthest limits. ?2 


MR. ROBINSON said, it would be well to know the average amount of income 
received by the inspector for the last 4 or 5 years. Last year the SegeR ace 
tion of flour was excessive, and no criterion could be judged from it. 


COL. PRINCE said, he was glad the measure had been introduced to the 
notice of the House. £3,000 or £4,000 a year for an inspector of flour-—- 
the thing was absurd. 24 "Why, Mr. Speaker," exclaimed he, "Four thousand 
pounds! A common Inspector of Flour gets four thousand pounds a year!! 
It's monstrous--incredible!"95 Her Majesty's Chief Justices for Upper and 
Lower Canada did not get half that salary. He thought that £2,000 per annum 
would be amply sufficient, and the inspector to pay his subordinates from 
that sum. He thought it highly reprehensible to give any public officer more 
than he was entitled to_as a just compensation for the time employed and 
the abilities required.7° The Oatmeal clause met the Colonel's entire ap- 
probation. A breakfast of oatmeal porridge he declared to be a first rate 
thing--and he approved of inspecting it. "Not that I am personally interested, 
Mr. Speaker," said the learned q.c., "for I don't purchase anything in Can- 
ada. I deal with the Yankees entirely, Mr. Speaker, and I find them very 
good people to deal with."97 He should support the Bil1.98 


The motion was agreed to. 99 


MR. HOLMES--next directed the attention of the committee to the 2lst 
clause, which he proposed to amend by the insertion of such words as would 
perfectly assimilate the qualities of Canada flour to those which existed 
in the United States,100 ((He)) stated that the Canadian flour Merchant 
laboured under a disadvantage in the English market.101 tt was notorious 
that what in Canada was described as fine flour, would in the New York 
market be branded superfine flour ,102 and as the quantity of the American 
flour was much greater, in the English market, than that of the Canadian, 
the value of each brand was fixed at the American standard,193 and conse- 
quently the same quality of flour sent from Canada to the London or Liver- 
pool markets, owing to this difference in the barrels, yielded to the 
shipper from ls. 6d. to 2s. per barrel less than a similar quality of flour 
inspected and shipped from New York. This loss of course fell upon the 
producer. The farmers of Canadal04 and the Canadian merchant suffered in 
consequence.195 He should therefore propose to alter the 21st clause so és 
perfectly to assimilate the quality of the flour inspected in New York ,19 
samples of which should be procured by the inspector. 
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This resolution was ... agreed tol08, 


MR. HOLMES then proposed to include the inspection of Oatmeal under 
the same Act.19 


((This was adopted.))110 


MR. INSP. GEN. CAYLEY said, he understood the hon. member for Montreal 
to say that a finer quality of flour was manufactured in Canada than in 
the United States. If we manufacture a superior flour we should require 
a higher brand, 111 


MR. HOLMES--explained, that no flour of a superior quality to that 
manufactured in the United States was manufactured in Canada; but that 
flour of a quality marked as fancy brands in the United States was brand- 
ed in Canada only as extra superfine. 


MR. MERRITT said, the object of the Bill was to pice Canada on the 
same footing as the flour is with the United States. 13 


COL. PRINCE said, that it was but just that it should be put on the 
same footing in a foreign market, and paid a great compliment to the 
((courage)) and abilities of the two gentlemen who have introduced the 
amendment to this Bill. He should always ((trust)) their superior judg- 
ment in matters connected with commerce, as it was a subject with which 
he ((proclaimed)) as a lawyer, to be comparatively ignorant. 


(38) 
and after some time spent theretn, 
Mr. Speaker resumed the Chatr; 
And the Honorable Mr. Macdonald reported, that the Committee had come 
to several Resoluttons. 


Ordered, That the Report be recetved to-morrow. 


MR. noTmaNt15 called attention to the case of the controverted elec- 
tion for Oxford; he thought there would be no opposition to the proposi- 
tion he had to make. Mr. Notman moved that Mr. Hincks be allowed to 
come in anddefend his seat--his acceptance of office having put him in a 
measure, out of Court, as one of the claimants.11 


(38) 
Oxford Mr. Notman moved, seconded by Mr. Wetenhall, and 
Election. the Questton being put, That in the case of the Con- 


troverted Electton for the County of Oxford, the Hon- 
orable Francis Hineks, the late Member for the satd County, who, stnce hts 
Election and Return, has accepted the Office of Her Majesty's Inspector 
General, be permitted to defend against the Petition of Peter Carroll, Es- 
quire, presented by him to this House, against the Election and Return of 
the satd Honorable Francis Hineks as the Member duly elected to serve in 
this present Parltament for the satd County of Oxford. 


MR. BOULTON opposed the motionll8, ((He)) thought the petition could 
not be granted. The House could not control the Committee, and by acting 
as was proposed by Mr. Notman they would place themselves in a very silly 
((and)) a very awkward120 position, because, if the Committee refused to 
admit Mr. Hincks, or comply with the resolution of the House, they had the 
power to do so. Attempts of this nature had been made in the House of Com- 
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mons, but had invariably failed. He thought the present difficulties arose 
from the course pursued by the House on former occasions, which he and the 
hon. member for the Fourth Riding of York, had pronounced to be illegal; the 
present proposed course was equally illegal; the House was not competent 

to effect it.121 wad the question of Mr. Hinck's seat been allowed by the 
House through the proper and legal course, it would ((long)) before this 

have been finally settled; the House by their summary method of proceeding 
had laid themselves open to the petition of Mr. Carroll, and had established 
a bad precedent.122 He considered that a just determination on the subject 
of the Oxford Election could be arrived at without the presence of Mr. Hincks; 
they had but one point to decide, that of that qualification, which was the 
only allegation in the petition; there was no charge of bribery or corruption 
or undue interference on the part of any one; there was but one objection to 
Mr. Hinck's possession of his seat, and that was the qualification, and on 
that a just decision might be come to, by taking only ex parte evidence. He 
was unwilling that a still farther bad precedent should be set in addition 

to that of the previous proceedings in this case. The House had no more 
power over the Committee than the Quarter Sessions had over the King's Bench. 
The House might at one time have had the power to act as the hon. member 

for Middlesex desired it; but not now. Before the passing of the Grenville 
Act any proceedings consequent on controverted elections were under the con- 
trol of the House, but it was not so now. If the House persisted in affirm- 
ing the motion, and any evil resulted from it, the fault would be theirs, not 
his. By taking a wrong course they had got into a difficulty from which they 
could not extricate themselves but by a further illegality. Mr. Hincks hin- 
self could not appear before the Committee, but there could be no objection 
that a professional gentleman appear as "Amicus Curis;" and that, he contended, 
would be the correct course. He cited many cases to support his views, and 
entreated the House to pause before they took a step which might bring upon 
them the contempt and laughter of the country. 


MR. NOTMAN124 was surprised at the remarks which fell from the hon. mem- 
ber for Norfolk.125 He had not expected that any opposition would be raised, 
that deep legal arguments would be adduced to show that the course pursued 
by the House throughout this case was wrong.126 He contended that if the 
House choosen (sic) to sanction the course he proposed, there was nothing to 
forbid it. He censured the learned member for Norfolk for stigmatizing the 
former proceedings of the House in this matter as illegal. The Press had 
taken advantage of it, and had asserted that the hon. member for the Fourth 
Riding of York entertained the same opinion. This was not the fact, Mr. 
Baldwin had doubts upon the subject; he was not clear that the proceeding 
bea nor was he clear that it was wrong.--Therefore he voted against 
ot 


COL. GUGY followed on the same side.128 


MR. H. BOULTON and the ex-Solicitor General MR. J. CAMERON entered into ... 
legal arguments in opposition to the motion, quoting pages of opinions and 
precedents in support of their ... views.1l 


MR. H. SHERWOOD ((a opposé la motion.))+?2 
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MESSRS. DRUMMOND, RICHARDS, and J.S. MACDONALD took part in the debate, 
all in favour of the motionl31l, 


MR. CHAUVEAU ((a parlé en faveur de la motion.))132 


COL. PRINCE went against the motion ...; he told a... story about his 
grandfather, who, he assured the House, was "a Justice of the Peace, and a 
very excellent man." ... The gallant gentleman talk((ed)) of his venerable 
progenitor ... as "the old fellow,"133 

(38) 


The House divided; and the names being called for, they were taken down; 
as followeth:-- 


YEAS. 
Messteurs Beaubten, Bell, Bouthillter, Burritt, Cauchon, Chabot, Chauveau, 
Davignon, Drummond, Duchesnay, Dunas, DeWitt, Flint, Fortter, Fournter, 


Fourquin, Gugy, Gutllet, Holmes, Jobin, Johnson, Laterriére, Laurin, Le- 


mieux, Macdonald of GLENGARRY, M'Farland, M'Lean, Merritt, Mongenais, Mor- 
rtson, Notman, Papineau, Richards, Sauvageau, Scott of TWO MOUNTAINS, Smith 


of DURHAM, Taché, Thompson, Watts, and Wetenhall.--(40.) 


NAYS. 

Messteurs Badgley, Boulton of NORFOLK, Cameron of CORNWALL, Cayley, 
Christie, Crysler, Cuthbert, Lyon, Macdonald of KINGSTON, Sir Allan N. Mac- 
Nab, Malloch, M'Connell, Prince, Robinson, Sherwood of BROCKVILLE, Sherwood 
of TORONTO, Smtth of FRONTENAC, Stevenson, and Webster.--(19.) 


So tt was carried tn the Affirmative. 











Ordered, That tn the case of the Controverted Election for the County of 
Oxford, the Honorable Franeis Hineks, the late Member for the said County, 
who, stnee hts Electton, has accepted the Office of Her Majesty's Inspec- 
tor General, be permitted to defend against the Petttion of Peter Carroll, 
Esqutre, presented by him to thts House agatnst the Electton and Return 
of the satd Honorable Francis Hineks as the Member duly elected to serve 


in this present Parliament for the said County of Oxford. 


MR. NOTMAN then moved that it be taken into consideration on Wednesday, 
at four o'clock, and that the usual notices be given by the Speaker to the 
petitions134, 





(38) 
On motton of Mr. Notman, seconded by Mr. Wetenhall, 


Ordered, That the Petition of Peter Carroll, Esqutre, a candidate at the late 
Election for the County of Oxford, complaining of the undue Election of 
the Honorable Francis Hineks as a Member to represent the satd County tn 
this present Parliament, be taken into consideration by this House, on 
Wednesday, the fifteenth day of March instant, at the hour of four o'elock, 
P.M.; and that notice to that effect, in writing be forthwith given by 
Mr. Speaker to the Petitioner, his counsel, or agent, and to the satd 
Honorable Francis Hineks, according to the provitstons of the second clause 
of an Act passed by the Parliament of Upper Canada, during the fourth 
year of the reign of His late Majesty, George the Fourth, chapter four. 


((The motion)) was carried by the same division--((Yeas, 40; Nays, 19)) 13° 


MR. MORIN then moved for leave to retire, as the law required such notices 
to be delivered on the day previous, and he should therefore have to complete 
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them before twelve o'clock, it being then almost ten. 136 


SIR A. MACNAB proposed immediate adjournment, knowing. from experience 
that the duty the Speaker would have to perform would occupy fully two 
hours. 137 


It was apparently agreed that the House should adjournl38, 


MR. DRUMMOND139 moved that the speech of His Hse) sae the Governor- 
General from the throne be now taken into consideration.14 


(38) 
On motton of Mr. Drummond, seconded by Mr. Holmes, 
Speech con- Ordered, That the Speech of Hts Excellency the 
stdered. Governor General, delivered to both Houses of 


the Provinetal Legislation at the opening of 
the present Sesston, be now taken into constderattion. 
The House proceeded accordingly to take the satd Speech into constder- 
atton. 
And the same was agatn read. 
Mr. Drumnond moved, seconded by Mr. Holmes, That a Supply be granted 
to Her Majesty. 


MR. PAPINEAUL41 (who spoke in French) rose andl42 (Curged)) the impro- 
priety of granting supplies until the House had heard from the ministry 
what were their intentions for the future. It was clear from this motion 
that the House was to be immediately prorogued, and if so, he for one would 
not be satisfied.143 ((I1)) se demande si c'est bien dans l'intérét de la 
chambre de terminer si t6t la Session et s'il serait bien dans l'intérét 
de l'administration de faire du repos son premier acte officiel. La ques- 
tion des subsides annoncgant la fin de la Session, et é@tant un acte d'intérét 
publique, chaque membre peut prendre 1a-dessus occasion d'exposer ses vues 
sur la marche 4 suivre pour les affaires de 1'Etat; c'est pourquoi il va 
dire sa pensée, libre 4 la chambre et a4 l1'administration de l'apprécier. 
Assurément les besoins de la colonie sont pressants, elle gémit depuis plus 
de trois années sous le poids d'une mauvaise administration. Ce ministére 
si faible et sans capacitél44 which held the reins of Government at a time 
when the wants of the country required a strong, efficient, active execu- 
tivel4> n'a rien _faitl46. The country had been for four years in anarchy 
and confusion, 147 yet now, after getting rid of those who were the cause 
of this state of inaction 48 | now that this young and. growing country re- 
quires legislation more than at any other timel49 a présent que nous avons 
un ministére fort, approuvé du peuple et supporté par la grande majorité 
de la chambre, commencera-t-on par voter des subsides et laisser les inté- 
réts de l'état immédiatement?150 was there any example of a similar state 
of things in England or in any other colony?1 1 This House could adduce 
no instance of any Parliament prororuane after a Session so short and use- 
less as the present one had been.15 Que ne suivrait-on l'exemple de la 
Nouvelle-Ecosse ot le méme revorement (sid a eu lieu? la chambre s'est ajournée 
pour quelques jours, pour donner le temps aux nouveaux ministres de se 
faire réélire et travailler ensuite 4 la dépéche des affairesl53 (Cand 
there)) the session of the Legislature was proceeding regularly, and 


345 


usefully. It was after the long continued sufferings of the country-- 
sufferings caused by the partiality of the British Government, which had 
aided a Governor and Council to proceed in opposition to the wishes of 

the majority, and which after the system had been universally condemned, 
had devised new engagements, only to perpetuate that system--it was after 
this that it was now attempted to suspend for another year those labors, 
which ought to occupy the immediate attention of the Legislature, 154 

Les besoins sont urgents et le délai d'une année empéchera qu'on puisse 
s'en occuper aussi efficacement.155 There were many subjects of great 
importance before the country urgently demandedl56, The greater part of 
the country was not represented. That was the principle thing which re- 
quired amendment. Precipitate changes had been made in the system of 
Municipalities; that was another thing. 15/7 La loi des municipalités ... 
passée par des ministres essentiellement conservateurs!58 ((during)) the 
last Parliament, 159 nécessite des changements importants.--1690 The pre- 
sent law in many places had not begun to work1l6l, ((It)) was ineffective, 
and unadapted to the wants of Lower Canada, and it is most essential, and 
the first thing that ought to occupy all members of this House, the alter- 
ation of the present system of representation, and the remodelling of the 
existing vicious and bad Laws, and the reconstruction of the Legislative 
Assembly. 162 The census could not be taken; and therefore, no act could 
be passed, for want of statistical information, which would put the repre- 
sentation on a just basis, proportioned to the population. Nor without 
that kind of information was it possible justly to proportion the grants 
of public money to different localities.163 He would wish Commissioners 
appointed to take the Census of Lower Canada, so as to prepare the way for 
a Bill next Session altering the representation, thereby giving numbers 

as the basis of representation.... The system of actual representation 
is monstrous, and has been brought about by lies and fraud, or management, 
as Lord Sydenham expressed himself, that odious and corrupt dictator who 
imposed the Union on Lower Canada, by his shameless and villainous out- 


rages, (le dictateur corrupteur et corrompu qui imposa 1'Union au Bas 
Canada par une fraude honteuse et mélée de violence.) 4 Lord Sydenham 
had carried it, by writing to Upper Canada, that the people of Lower Canada 
acquiesced in the Union, and the conditions of the Act contrived by the 
impartiality and justice of the Imperial Parliament. But he sent word to 
England in his official correspondence of the same period, that Lower 
Canada clung to her laws, her language, and her nationality, with the ten- 
acity of despair. He declared that he was opposed at every step, and 

that it was only by "management", which meant intrigue and corruption, 
that he had succeeded in carrying so unjust a measure. Lord Durham, too, 
had attempted to secure the triumph of the minority; but, with more jus- 
tice, he repudiated the intention of having the representation on such 

a system as the existing one, and proclaimed that it would not Fatocto 
excite indignation both in England and in the United States. He declared 
that the plan of joining the representations of the two provinces, on the 
principle of an equal number of members could not be accepted. It was 
necessary not only to deceive Upper Canada, and to gain her by management; 
but by cowardly violence, to oppress Lower Canada, before she could be 
served as Ireland had been served by England--before Lower Canada, with 

a population whose national feelings had remained intact nearly a hundred 
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years, could be placed in the same position as Ireland had been placed by 
the Union Act--an act which was the shame of England and the misery of 
Ireland. At the same time Upper Canada accepted the promotion of her 
material interests, and accepted that system, which imposed her debt on 
those who had not contracted it. Thus were animosities created, which 
sooner or later must burst forth between the two sections of the Province. 
While ... ((a)) lying and artificial system of representation continues, 
aided and brought about, as it has been, by the corruption and intrigues 
of Upper Canada, which only tended to engender instead of softening down 
the asperities of races, he for one would never cease to agitate a repeal 
of the hateful union, which had made England to this country, what she 
had ever been to Ireland, A CURSE, (L'opprobre)) entailed upon us by a 
dictator of England166 , Cette mesure imposée au pays uniquement dans 

des vues de despotisme et de partialité a fait tant de mal et est eee 
a faire tant de mal aux deux sections de la De que le temps n'est 
pas éloigné ou a les deux parties de la province s'uniront pour en agiter 
le rappel. 11 deviendra d'ailleurs matériellement impossible d'administrer 
et de gouverner un pays d'une conformation géographique aussi incommode, et 
si étendu, qu'il borne au nord des Etats de l'Union Américaine. Plus vite 
l'Union sera rappelée mieux ga sera. Avec l'Union et la représentation 
telle qu'elle est, le gouvernement responsable est une illusion. 167 Why 
was the British system introduced into America?--what could excuse such an 
aggression by one class of citizens on another class, the subjects of the 
same government, and who being equal before justice, should be equally 
favored by the law? Responsible Government, then, was based upon a false 
system of representation, recommended by those who had always been enemies 
of popular rights.+ Maintenant quels intéréts a-t-on d'entretenir un 
systéme aussi pervers, créé par L'esprit d'intrigue d'un homme qui pouvait 
tout faire au dépens des lois, des principes et de 1'équité?--On a vu quels 
effets en ont été la suite ces années passées. La justice a été oubliée , 169 
the franchise was confined to those wards in the cities where the partizans 
of these persons principally lived. The resources of the Government, and 
violence, were used to carry the elections!/70 ((et)) pour défranchiser le 
peuple, ere qu'il l'est déja par le mauvais systéme de représentation 
actuel. Then unknown strangers were brought into the country and 
elected, though they had never been heard of before, and though they all 
disappeared with the instruments of their accession to power. One exception 
only existed to that rule--the hon. member for Montreal, who had been 
forced into the representation by the minority, and who, if he were now 
elected by the majority, was so chosen, because he had adopted liberal 
principles. This was a proof that such persons were not elected by the 
free voice of the people. It was then essential to the interests of the 
Country, that this course of injustice should be made to disappear, for 
while it remained no ministry could look for the people's confidence. In 
the old Colonies there never was so iniquitous a system. In most of them 
there was no other interest, but that of the yeomen--of men dependent only 
upon their honest labor,--men who enjoyed a tolerable equality of property, 
and who could not be bribed or corrupted by Government. The necessity then 
of a law to pay commissioners to make a census, with a view to this reform 
was of itself sufficient to prove that the Legislature should remain in 
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Session till it could arrange that matter.1/2 C'est donc une des mesures 
les plus urgentes sur lesquelles il serait nécessaire d'en venir A une 
détermination. C'est pour cela qu'il faut faire durer la session jusqu'a 
ce que les mesures importantes aient été prises en considération. The 
Ministry it seemed to him were not to be the masters of the house, but to 
deliberate with the other members of the House. He desired to see power 
confided to those who during their lives had struggled against the power of 
the Executive--to those who wished to reform in the popular sense of the 
word--174 who had ... struggled for popular rights, and the ee welfare, 
and who desired to found a rich people and a poor Governmentl/5; a strong 
community and a weak government .176 Not to see men, strangers to Canada 
and its people, forced on its constituencies, as had been done, and after 
serving the purposes of those dictators sent us here by England, vanishing 
at their master's bidding.177 He wished power to be lodged with those who 
desired the direction of affairs to belong to the house, and not to those 

to whom the house gave confidential employments. He came there not by his 
own wish, but as a matter of duty--in accordance with his respect for that 
democratic branch of the Government with whom he was engaged so many years 
in the struggle, against the man in power acting through the Legislative 
Council. The present Legislative Council was very much like that of the 
days he alleded (sic) to; it was called in 1841 by Lord Sydenham, because 
the men of whom it was composed partook of the passions which prevailed 
among the minority, and its constitution has been changed but little since. 
The house had declared, that it had no confidence in the late Ministry, 
which had acted in defiance of public opinion.178 Ce serait tromper l'attente 
du peuple qui a fait un choix d'hommes libéraux, capables de veiller 4 ses 
intéréts, si ces mémes hommes laissaient déja 14 l'ouvrage, sans avoir 

rien fait.179 The Ministry might ask a few days, and may be excused for 

so doing; but180 ii ne serait pas juste, pas raisonnable de faire venir les 
représentants de Bonaventure et de Sandwich, avec beaucoup de fatigues et 
de frais pour eux et pour le gouvernement; ce serait faire supposer qu'il 

y a quelque chose de mauvais dans ce gouvernement responsable, auquel il 
dit n'avoir aucune confiance.18l The consideration of the necessity of 
treating, before all other things, of the country, its prospects (l'avenir) 
and the reform of the representation, was so difficult that active measures 
ought perhaps te be adjourned for the present. There must be a majority of 
two-thirds of that house, and two-thirds of the other house, before it could 
be carried. But some measure to forward the ultimate success of that reform 
ought, at least to be carried. 2 f1 faut s'assurer si les ministres ont 
intention de faire des réformes; ils n'ont pas encore manifesté leur opinion 
1a-dessus. 11 serait bon de s'assurer si la chambre n'aurait pas les deux 
tiers de majorité, de savoir si l'autre chambre est composée conformément 
au voeu que le peuple vient d'’exprimer, et de maniére a ne pas paralyser 
les efforts de celle-ci. 

Le ministére malgré son immense majorité n'a encore rien promis au pays 
et avant que chacun des membre qui le composent aille se présenter 4 ses 
constituants, il serait bon de savoir quelles sont les réformes qu'on se pro- 
pose de faire.183 Ye doubted whether they had a right to go back to their 
constituents until they had stated what was the nature of the reforms they 
proposed to carry. 184 C'est durant la présente session que cette question doit 
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étre mise devant la chambre; peut-étre qu'il y a ume majorité des deux 
tiers en faveur du changement. I1 faut composer l'autre chambre d'une man- 
iére analogue, voir au nombre et au caractére du conseil, vaincre la 
répugnance qu'un tel changement peut faire ressentir au corps nommé par 

les deux dictateurs Durham et Sydenham, qui avaient condamné le caractére 
du vieux conseil, mais en avaient nommé un de méme classe.185 ye trusted 
this House would leave no room for odious comparisons between the system 

of representation in this country and the United States. In England it 

was different;186 en Angleterre on est excusable jusqu'a un certain point 
de maintenir le systéme vicieux de représentation qui domine et qui a été 
la cause de presque tous les maux qui ont affligé le pays.187 The various 
interests that the Government had to look to require an artificial system 
of representation188, Il y avait le prétexte de conserver les droits. des 
petits bourgs, qui, ayant été autrefois de grandes villes ne doivent pas 
souffrir & cause de leur décadence.189 There were manufacturing, shipping, 
and other interest to consider. There was an hereditary magistracy, who 
were the true sovereigns of the country,199 ((who)) exercised an influence 
almost eclipsing the power of the Crown, 191 and who ... ((had)) almost 
extinguished the power of the country through the representatives named 

by themselves in the House of Commons. 192 ((They)) had always controlled 
by corruption, and the purchase of the votes of the poorer votersl93, Cepen- 
dant toutes les excuses possibles ne détruisent pas le fait que ce systéme 
encourage la tromperie, la corruption 4 un degré étendu, qu'il a vicié les 
institutions du pays du temps de Walpole jusqu'a nos jours. And was it 
to be said that such a system should be nursed in Canada as this legacy 

of the Special Counsel (conseil des muettes.)195 The evil must be borne 
where it was deeply rooted; but why should it be introduced in Canada?196 
Avant done qu'il soit expédient de voter des subsides, la chambre doit 

€tre avertie officiellement d'une Session prochaine; car malgré les droits 
des ministres ou la prérogative de la couronne, la chambre doit protéger 
les droits du peuple. I1 faut donner 4 ceux qui composent le gouvernement 
la chance de réussir avant de commencer un systéme d'agitation pour obtenir 
les réformes nécessaires. On doit remettre 4 un autre temps le rappel de 
l'union des deux provinces, la réforme parlementaire est la premiére et la 
plus nécessaire 4 faire. 197 And how stands our system of representation 
compared even with Upper Canada?198 11 y a dans le Haut-Canada six petites 
villes qui ne contiennent 12,000 ames, et qui envoient chacune un membre 

au parlement,199 while in Lower Canada we have counties with populations of 
40,000, returning only two members. He knew not why so much should be 
given to the inhabitants of towns, or why they should have two votes for 
the same property which in the country gave but one.291 This House ought 
immediately to deliberate on the equalization of the representation, the 
disunion of the Provinces, and the right of suffrage; and he would not 

give his vote for the granting of supplies till he could say to his consti- 
tuents that this House was prepared, if not to go on with those measures, 
which he considered should not be delayed, at least to pave the way for 
their being fully matured for the next Session. Qu'on ne soit pas 
effrayé des droits que le Bas-Canada réclame: ce qu'il demande aujourd'hui, 
il l'accordera 4 son tour; 293 for ((as)) a true liberal ,24 il ne veut 

ni commettre l'injustice, ni la souffrir. C'est le moment de discuter la 
convenance d'une prorogation prochaine, les opinions doivent s'exprimer sur 
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ce sujet29, If the Ministry desired to slink from their duty, and by a 
speedy prorogation, 206 détruire, tromper les espérances du peuple qui at- 
tend d'heureux résultats de 1'élection qu'il vient de Sida and if 
they were supported in that course by a majority, the minority must of 
course submit. But in submitting, it must protest,.208 


MR. CHABOT followed, in French299, ((I1)) exprime en commengant le 
déplaisir qu'il @prouve de prendre la parole aprés 1l'hon. membre pour St. 
Maurice et encore plus de différer d'opinion avec lui. I1 est vrai, comme 
1l'a remarqué l'hon. membre, que le pays a grandement besoin de législation, 
aprés trois années d'une administration inactive et faible, mais il ne 
suffit pas de législater, il faut législater bien, sans précipitation. 

On ne compte pas le bien que l'on fait au peuple par le nombre de bills 
que l'on passe, car si c'était le cas l'administration défunte aurait été 
trés vigilante;210 but the truth was that the late ministry had been justi- 
fied on account of the great number of bills they had passed. He thought, 
on the other hand, that the value of Government should be judged by the 
efficacy, not by the number of its laws. There had been too much bad leg- 
islation, which it would take many sessions to destroy.211 La premiére 
chose que le ministére nouveau aura 4 faire ce ne sera pas de faire des 
lois, mais de détruire nos mauvaises lois qui sont malheureusement trop 
nombreuses. Dans ce moment peut-on législater avantageusement? Peut-—étre 
que non; les ministres ne peuvent se faire entendre dans cette chambre, 
ils ne peuvent élever la voix. I1 ne pense pas qu'il soit déja temps de 
demander aux ministres ce qu'ils ont fait, quelles réformes ils se pro- 
posent de faire.212 That was not what he asked.213 I1 ne veut pas rester 
dans l'inaction un seul jour comme ca été le cas depuis le commencement 

de la session, dans laquelle on n'a fait que discuter si telle mesure 

sera proposée ou non. I1 vaut mieux que la chambre soit proroguée immé- 
diatement pour donner le temps aux ministres de mirir leurs mesures. 
L'hon. membre a parlé beaucoup des désavantages de l'union. I1 est vrai 
que l'union a ses inconvénients et qu'elle les aura toujours, mais main- 
tenant qu'il a obtenu le gouvernement responsable pour lequel il a tant 
combattu et avantageusement, que dit-il? ''Je n'ai aucune confiance dans 
le gouvernement responsable." Au contraire, on a confiance dans le gou- 
vernement responsable et c'est le seul qui puisse fonctionner bien dans 

ce pays, quand il sera débarrassé de tous les abus qui ont arrété son ef- 
ficacité depuis si longtemps. Parce qu'il y a eu des abus il ne faut pas 
les attribuer au gouvernement responsable. Avant 37 et 38 il y avait cer- 
taines gens qui attribuaient tout le mal qui arrivait 4 l'hon. membre qui 
vient de parler. On disait faussement "c'est la faute 4 M. Papineau." 
Maintenant les ennemis du gouvernement responsable214 cried out at every 
mishap215 c'est la faute du gouvernement responsable. La faute n'existe 
pas dans le gouvernement responsable, mais dans la maniére dont il a été 
administré. On a dit que la chambre ne devait pas marcher avec les 
ministres avant qu'ils aient proposé quelques réformes: mais doit~on 
refuser les subsides parce qu'ils n'ont pas encore présenté un bill pour 
réformer la représentation, et le conseil Législatif? Ne doit-on pas leur 
donner du temps pour cela? Pourront-ils trouver en un jour entre Bonaven- 
ture et Sandwich les hommes propres 4 former le Conseil Législatif?216 After 
all this bad government including the Municipal Bill, passed as he (Mr. C.) 
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believed expressly to create trouble among the Lower Canadians, must not 
all the world desire time to prepare useful changes?217 La raison qui le 
fait voter pour la motion est que dans le moment actuel la chambre ne peut 
faire aucun bien et qu'il désire s'en aller aussit6ét possible. L"hon. 
membre pour St. Maurice, a dit que si la chambre est proroguée a présent 
elle devra tre convoquée trés prochainement; peut-@tre veut-il dire dans 
deux ou trois mois. Rien ne peut empécher de le faire, 718 ((but)) he 
would remark, that had the hon. member been present during the heat of 

the last summer, he would probably have sung another song. In September 
and October the navigation would be open; members could get easily bles 
house, and Ministers would be properly prepared with their measures. 

Mr. Chabot would not forget the rights of his constituents, and that this 
country required legislation now more than ever, as, for the last three 
years, this country has had a Ministry incapable of legislating. He was 
against the early progogation Ministers wished, for he came there to work, 
and was willing so to do, and he would vote against such trifling legisla- 
tion as had been carried on. 


COL. cucy ,221 looking at Mr. Papineau said,--the hon. member for Megan- 
tic. 

((He was)) corrected. 2? 

COL. GUGY resumed--he was mistaken, in referring to the member for 
Megantic. He was mistaken, but in every discussion of this kind, it was 
natural to think of the hon. member for Megantic--inasmuch as if many 
of the evils which the hon. member for St. Maurice had spoken of existed 
in the country, they were to be ascribed to members of the stamp of the 
hon. member for Megantic, and the member for Ottawa; but he did not wish 
to enter upon any discussion on those points now. There were other con- 
siderations which induced him to adres (sic) the House.22>5 When on the 
wings of the press the speech of the hon. member for St. Maurice shall 
have been borne to the uttermost parts of Canada226 ((and)) to the wide 
world, the only excuse which the Upper Canada members would have for 
having sat in silence and listened to it, would be that they were ignor- 
ant of the subject matter of that address227; ((they)) would find that 
they required the ignorance of the language of the hon. member for St. 
Maurice, to excuse their listening to a discourse which had no other 
object, save that of creating feelings of irritation--which could have 
no effect except to228 bring into collision the different sections of 
the Province, the two different classes who inhabited them229 ((and)) to 
renew the agitation of those questions concerned with the difference of 
races, and religion, out of which the most calamitous events of our history 
have followed.2 


No, no from the French members. 221 


COL. GUGY. This was the only inference which he could draw from the 
hon. member's speech.232 He was well acquainted with the French language, 
and the speech of the hon. member had not for him even the charm of novelty233; 
he had often heard the hon. member descant on the same subject. 234 tO pare | 
not properly devolve on him to review that speech, and he had waited to be 
certain whether any member of the late Government, or of Upper Canada, would 
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take it up. It was in their default that he would, though very reluctantly, 
remark upon it. Their silence was probably owing te their ignorance of the 
language in which it was spoken; it was a series of charges of corruption, 
not only against Governors and Governments, but against the whole of Upper 
Canada235, He might be permitted to tell members not acquainted with the 
French language, that the hon. member for St. Maurice had charged the late 
Government with having practised habitual corruption. (Hear, hear, )236 
That might have been passed over, as being a consequence of the position 

in which he was placed; but237 he had also said that the whole of Upper 
Canada238 had been bribed, or partly bribed, and partly intimidated into 
agreeing to the Union, while it was alleged that Lord Sydenham had, by a 
gross and monstrous falsehood, asserted that Lower Canada had acceded to 
the proposal, while, in fact it had objected to it. Yes, the hon. member 
declared that Upper Canada had been bought239, 


No, no, he did not say so.240 


COL. GUGY. That Upper Canada had sold itself for money241 and was one 
mass of corruption. 242 He (Col. G.) hoped he would find members opposed 
to him in politics ready to join him in contradicting him in that sweeping 
assertion.243 He (Col. Gugy) however, would have abstained from interposing 
had the members from the other section of the Province appeared to under- 
stand the scope of the observations of the hon. member for St. Maurice. 
Avowing his proverbial predilection for democracy, the hon. member was desir- 
ous of giving it the supremacy. He looked to the United States as a model 
and a guide. Accustomed to agitation, he proposed at once no less than 
((four)) organic changes; of which the first was the244 necessity to repeal 
the Union245 between the two Provinces24® the second the remodelling of the 
Legislative Council upon the elective principle--the third was247 that they 
should add to the democratic section of the Legislature, 248 ((and the fourth 
was)) increasing the representation in this House, as the hon. member vowed, 
upon the basis of population249 , so as to give the preponderance to Lower 
Canada259, He should be checked--he ought never to be allowed to indulge 
in declamation upon such topics.251 The hon. member might be permitted 
to indulge in his proverbial preference for the democratic element, but was 
the House prepared to carry out a system of252 organic changes in the consti- 
tution, or would it take the constitution as it existed? If it allowed such 
things to be agitated, the result would be a war of extermination.253 Of 
the ... ((four changes)) it was only important to the House to touch the 
latter. That might not be without its difficulties, but it was not absolutely 
illegal, while the other (sic) ... were. What did the hon. member mean? Was 
it to compel the Government to abdicate in his favor? Skilled in the practice 
of the dangerous acts of the demagogue and the agitator, the hon. member 
appeared to be desirous of pursuing the career which had already murdered 
the country with blood. If the Union were repealed, or if the question were 
mooted, appeals to national and religious prejudices would be multiplied, 
as they were before. The hon. member might sow the whirlwind, but the 
same causes would produce the same effects. One part of the population 
would not yield to him. Discord would be followed by bloodshed, fire and 
misery. 54 There were enough of differences existing between members in 
the house--there were differences in language, literature, in religion; but255 
it seemed to him that those who looked beyond the present hour must feel 
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confident that the more the different races were united, the more they were 
brought into contact, the sooner the spirit of animosity would be removed. 
He looked256, therefore,257 upon the man who would dissolve the Union as one 
who, whether from mistaken views of the public good or views of private 
interest, was a dangerous man. (Hear, hear.) It appeared to him that the 
hon. member for St. Maurice had not been hitherto very successful in the 
career which he had thought aa to pursue ,258 Cthiel oepub lice conducts... 
had not been so beneficial to? his too-confiding and misguided countrymen260 
who had followed him to the brink of the precipice, 261 where he had deserted 
them, (Sensation,)262 as to lead the house to suppose that the changes would 
be of great benefit to the Country.263 Was it possible that he could again, 
from views of personal aggrandisement, urge them to follow him into danger? 
Did he again intend to betray and desert them? While they were exposed here 
to the utmost penalties of the law, would he not again find it convenient 

to repair out of reach of danger? Was it not monstrous and preposterous 
that to satisfy the ambition of one man a whole country must suffer?264 For 
his (Col. Gugy's) part, as long as he had a voice in this or any other assem- 
bly, he should be disposed to oppose every measure which had for its peue cr 
an organic change in the Constitution which had been bestowed on them2® not 
as a result of the animosities which the gentleman spoke of; but of the 
friendship of a great, just, and powerful state. If those institutions had 
not given the Country all they should have done, was there not something in 
the Country itself which prevented them from doing so?266 He was not dis- 
posed to ascribe the misery of his country to the animosity or wickedness of 
England. Something might be laid at the door of the demagogues who first 
deceived, and then betrayed, the people. 267 


Hear and sensation among the French members. 268 


COL. GUGY ((continued:)) The hon. member talked of the corruption and 
cruelty of the Government, but was he not the cause of all the suffering? 
Had he been satisfied with the usual constitutional means of resistance, 
every practical reform might have been brought about. But he would not be 
satisfied without armed resistance and what was the result? When danger 
was eminent, the hon. member abandoned to their fate the dupes whom he first 
deceived and then deserted. Were these scenes to be resumed? Would not 
the hon. member trust to constitutional measures and to time for the reform 
of abuse, for softening asperity, for removing prejudices, for working out 
the great end of all legislation? If the Union were repealed, the two sec- 
tions, inhabited by different races, must come into hostile collision, and 
we should be bequeathing a war of extermination to our posterity. A man 
might possibly entertain some remnant of self-respect, who had violated 
some law,2 a man might prove a traitor to his Sovereign and country with- 
out being held to be a dishonourable wretch;2/0 but he who could be treacher- 
ous to his fellow_men, his party and his followers, who could impel and 
excite them into*/1 danger, and272 rebellion, and then leave them to perish273, 
that man, be he who he might and where he might, was a wretch unworthy ((of)) 
the consideration of any man2/4, ((and)) unworthy of the name of man.-- 
Falsehood, treachery, and baseness were the leading points of such a char- 
acter.2/5 These were his feelings; and let any man who felt that he had 
placed himself in that position, apply the language to himself--These were 
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the sentiments which were natural to every loyal man--to every man who felt 
that Englishmen did not deserve to be stigmatized as having more belly 

than brains--that there was at least as much worth amongst Englishmen and 
in England as in any other part of the wide world.2/6 


Cheers from COL. PRINCE.2// 


COL. GUGY ((continued:)) On the subjects introduced by the honorable 
member, he (Colonel Gugy) had intended to have spoken in French, and to 
have, as far as he could, demonstrated the sophistry of the argument--the 
falacy (sic) of the assertions--the danger of the position. But he spoke 
under much discouragement, and, indeed, under depression. That corrupt 
and worthless Government--that monstrous and infamous Government which the 
hon. member had described, might deserve these epithets, but surely if so 
it was principally because of its treatment of the honorable member, and 
perhaps the course of the honorable member was dictated by wise policy, 
and the Government was only mean and cowardly.2/8 When he thought upon the 
consequences of the career of the hon. member for St. Maurice, he was 
disposed to be silent.*/ Look at the fact. The conduct of the honorable 
member is a matter of history280, After taking a part in the politics of 
the country, on which no one could be ignorant, the hon. member saw fit to 
withdraw himself28l from the people whom he had deceived and*82 who had 
blindly followed him to their destruction. (Sensation.) And what was the 
consequence ?283 He had now been permitted to return, and was his position? 
A government, which called itself British, had showered riches upon him 
and his Se ass taal tsa had, indeed, been heaped upon them284 in an inexhaust- 
ible stream.28> His brother ((has)) been specially selected for a special 
post286 ((as)) a member of the Government, and received a salary, compared 
with his capacity and merits, enormous and exhorbitant. (Loud cries of 
hear, hear.)287 Two of his cousins were appointed to offices with great 
emoluments288((in)) that Government; his son--a member of the New York bar, 
(hear, hear,) by preference a citizen of the United States, who, abjuring 
the glorious privileges of a British subject, had become a citizen of the 
Republic--was selected for a high, an important, a lucrative office in this 
city; and289 the University of McGill College has selected another son, as 
one of its professors . Thus, in fact, his whole family had been provided 
for at the expense of men whom he deceived as having more "belly than brains." 
He (Col. Gugy) would not stop to enquire whether the hon. member had such a 
thing as a memory; but surely the word gratitude was not to be found in his 
dictionary. Wealth, power, and distinction, had been attained by him?91 
(Cand his)) Fanti 2oshae been forced upon him, while loyal men were delib- 
erately beggared. Still the hon. member was not satisfied. What could he 
have more? Was it union with the United States?293 If there was such a 
thing as gratitude in the world, he would enquire if it might not have affected 
the hon. gentleman at least so far as to induce him to be silent; if there 
was such a thing as remorse he should enquire whether the evil which had 
already been done--the prejudice that had been suffered by this once happy 
community--the men slain--the widow's suffering and the orphan's misery 
did not all cry aloud to heaven; and it appeared to him that if there was 
one man capable more than another, it was the demogogue who first seduced 
a large portion of Her Majesty's subjects from their allegiance, arrayed 
them in hostile array ,2? and having brought them to the precipice, betrayed 
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them in his flight,29> (sensation) 296 and who since his return had spoken 

of the British nation as possessed of more belly than brains.29/ He (Col. G.) 
felt that the time had come when those of opposite views and feelings must 
no longer be silent.298 Fatigued, disgusted with the recurrence of events 
and doctrines, the forerunners of storm; he (Colonel Gugy) would pursue that 
subject no further; but he could not sit down without protesting against 

the conduct of the late Government, though on widely different grounds. 2 
When the house saw these things, it must appear to it that it was the inten- 
tion of that government, which the hon. member abused, to reward treason, 
and to punish loyalty300 (cheers) . 301 If such was not its intention, at 
least, it had done so; and if hereafter the Constitution was not better 
defended, but more valiantly attacked than it had been by the hon. member 
for St. Maurice, it would be because of393 the folly,304 ((and)) the infatu- 
ation of those representatives of the British Government in this country 

who went to the extent of sacrificing their friends to propitiate their 
enemies-—- (Cheers. ) 305 


MR. CAUCHON ((spoke)) in French306. ((I1)) regrette beaucoup que la 
discussion ait pris une tournure aussi inattendue, mais ce qu'il regrette 
le plus c'est le retour sur le passé, l'attaque brusque et peu respectueuse 
du membre pour Sherbrooke contre l'honorable membre pour le comté de St. 
Maurice, qui ne l'avait assurément pas provoqué. 307 ((He)) thought it was 
wrong to revive dissentions which could tend to no good, and wished the 
hon. member for Sherbrooke had abstained from the reflections he had made 
on the member for St. Maurice.308 pour lol, -ilvastoujours "eu set tconservyera 
toujours un grand respect pour 1l'hon. membre pour St. Maurice. Les insultes 
personnelles qui sont tombées de la bouche de 1l'hon. membre qui ne fait que 
de s’asseoir seraient bien plus applicables 4 lui-méme qu'a celui contre 
qui il les lance. Ces insultes ne peuvent qu'accroitre la sympathie que le 
pays, que le Bas-Canada au moins, conserve pour cet homme. Si des gouver- 
neurs ont déclaré que les maux du pays ont été causés par l'état d'anarchie 
qui a prévalu autrefois, pourquoi l'hon. membre pour St. Maurice n'aurait-il 
pas droit de le faire? La fusion entre les différentes origines du pays ne 
pourra pas assurément s'opérer par des discours semblables 4 ceux que 1'hon. 
membre pour Sherbrooke vient de prononcer. L'hon. membre pout St. Maurice 
a exprimé des opinions que lui (M. Cauchon) ne peut. partager, mais ce n'est 
pas une raison pour que la chambre revienne sur le passé. Si c'était le cas 
il serait prét a prendre sa part de la responsabilité du passé. 11 respecte 
les opinions de 1'hon. membre pour St. Maurice parce qu'elles sont conscien- 
cieuses; mais si une forme de gouvernement doit @étre préférée 4 une autre 
c'est parce qu'elle est meilleure. Or quel a été l'objet de trente années 
de combat dans ce pays, si ce n'est d'obtenir la forme de gouvernement 
qu'il posséde aujourd'hui? I1 n'est cependant pas d'opinion, comme le men- 
bre pour Sherbrooke, qu'il ne faut pas de changement radical, car si c'était 
le cas il se retirerait de la chambre, il remettrait son mandat 4 son comté, 
L'hon. membre pour St. Maurice a raison de dire que 1'Union a été injuste, 
personne n'osera dire qu'elle était équitable.399 He regretted the expres- 
sion of the hon. member for St. Maurice, because he thought because he 
took his present course, the hon. member ought to have voted the supplies. 
He made no allusions, now, to any particular circumstance; but he said that 
in all countries, and even in Canada, the stoppage of the supplies was a 
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great evil. Fox himself when he proposed that measure, felt that this 

was true; and his conduct gave occasion to Pitt tao return to power, more 
tyranical than ever. England was then engaged in a struggle against 

Europe, and the refusal had the appearance of cowardice. That, it was 

true, made such a measure more dangerous; but it was also dangerous here, 210 
Les hommes qui travaillent pour le pays doivent &tre payés, et payés libérale- 
ment. Il ne peut s'unir 4 1'hon. membre pour St. Maurice dans ses vues, 
relativement au conseil exécutif. Dans les Etats-Unis, il est vrai, le 

sénat est élu, mais c'est parce que 14 le syst@me est différent du nétre. LA 
il n'y a pas de prérogative, ni de responsabilité aux représentants du 
peuple--le gouvernement n'est pas méme représenté dans la législature, parce 
que chaque place est obtenue immédiatement du peuple.--311 It was not, how- 
ever, for statesmen to look to such or such a theory, but to look backward, 
and see what the system was formerly, in order to determine whether they 
should accept the present, and look forward to see what farther changes were 
required, in order to work them out of the present system. 312 En Angleterre, 
on s'est servi de la forme actuelle du gouvernement pour opérer de grands 
changements; et aujourd'hui, quelle est la prérogative--oii est le ministre 

ou le roi qui oserait résister ou peuple comme George III 1l'a fait? Le 

bill de la réforme n'a-t-il pas été signé par le roi méme, qui avait déclaré 
qu'il n'en passerait pas? Pour démontrer que le conseil législatif est un 
obstacle 4 la législation, il faut démontrer que l'administration qui posséde 
la confiance du pays, se trouve dans la minorité 148.313 In that House the 
public voice had brought into power the men it approved; but it was not in 
two days from their accession,that members were to come and ask,--have you 
done this or that.''~-Measures must be prepared; but that could not be done 

in two days. Under an equitable Government acting with the confidence of 

the majority of the House, time should be allowed to mature useful measures: 
if after time had been given every proper means was not taken to restore the 
equilibrium of the representation it would be time to express disapprobation. 
The same men were already on the point of adopting these measures; but they 
were crushed by a power which no longer existed. The public voice was too 
strong for that power, and he was convinced that Responsible Government would 
be worked out.314 For his part, as long as England would let us manage our 
internal affairs, and give us a fair trial of Responsible Government, as we 
now had every prospect of, he would vote against the disunion of the Provinces, 
but he would vote for the supplies, as Government had not had time to prepare 
to carry out the measures of reform the country required, the prorogation of 
Parliament would afford this time.319 Before commencing an agitation, it was 
necessary to consider whether the result would place the country in a better 
position; for however beautiful a theory might appear, the man who thought 
for others, must consider above all, whether the end of the course he adopts 
will be for the greatest good of those for whom he labours. He should not 
give himself up to dangerous theories, but ask himself, if that which he 
admires, is precisely that which is necessary under all the circumstances. 
Perhaps the end of the agitation might be, that as one form of union had been 
forced on Lower Canada, another and still worse might follow. Believing as 
he did, that England was quite ready to leave the colony to govern itself, 

he would prefer to maintain the union, and live in hope, rather than run the 
risk of a change for the worse. 
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MR. CHAUVEAU ... spoke tending to justify the speech of Mr. Papineau. 217 
MR. J.S. MACDONALD (Glengarry) addressed the House, he said--He was 
sure that every member of the House must be surprised at the turn which the 
debate had taken, but it having taken that turn he desired to express his 
views to the House. If he had understood the hon. member for St. Maurice 
aright, he had said that it was dangerous for them to commit themselves 
by a vote of supply at a moment like this--before they had any intimation 
from the new Ministry of the course which they intended to pursue with res- 
pect to the wants and wishes of the country--that318 several319 great organic 
changes were necessary in his opinion, of which he gave an explanation and 
which were to be found in his manifesto to the people of this Province. 
He had stated that he was particularly anxious that a declaration should be 
made by the new Ministers to the country. 320 He (Mr. McDonald) was astonished 
to hear the honorable gentleman charge the Ministry with321 neglecting to 
continue the business of the country and the House for so long a time--with 
a desire to stop the course of legislation without declaring what those great 
measures were which they proposed for the benefit of the country. He (Mr. 
McDonald) could well imagine that the recollection of the past should excite 
feelings in the mind of the hon. member for Sherbrooke.222 He remembered, 
as a boy, participating in feeling in the glorious struggle carried on in 
Lower Canada?23; he remembered the threats in the late Lower Canada Assembly, 
and his predilections were in favor of the minority, struggling against an 
over vaesn te majority, for equal rights and justice, and for Responsible 
Government ; 25 for what they considered the rights of Britons. He asked 
the hon. member for St. Maurice in what position he was in, that day; and 
in what position he was at the period alluded to? Was it not Responsible 
Government that had produced the change, and placed him in an infinitely 
better position than when he was struggling with the seven or eight, of whom 
the hon. member for Sherbrooke was one?326 The hon. gentleman ... might, 
ere long, with the increase of population in Upper Canada, ask at their 
hands that assistance he was now talking of withholding.32/ And yet to-day, 
at the time when the principles of Responsible Government were about to be328 
fairly329 carried out, at the time when the party called to the head of the 
Government by the almost unanimous voice of the Province, who would carry 
out this principle, even now, of all times, the hon. member cast obstacles 
in the way, and threw a firebrand into the House , 339 to obstruct the pro- 
gress of measures which the Government had not yet had time to carry out.331 
He thought it very ill-advised in the hon. member for St. Maurice to rake 
up the embers of disunion332, The one great mark of the hon. member's char- 
acter was the candour with which he had announced his views; and he (Mr. 
M'Donald) 333 hoped the people of the Province would repudiate ((them)) at 
any time and on any occasion. 334 However much he might admire his candour, 
he could not but deprecate his conduct.335 Even now when they were going 
to establish a system of Government similar to that which prevailed in Eng- 
land, when they were about to establish it on a firm basis, they were told 
that it was not to have fair play; the Heads of the Government were called 
upon to declare their intention to make a change in the system of Responsible 
Government which the hon. member for St. Maurice declared he had no confidence 
in. 33 The new system would produce the realization of the great principle-- 
the greatest happiness for the greatest number--a system very different from 
that which prevailed before that unnatural rebellion which every one had so 
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much reason to deplore, 23/ Now for one he (Mr. McD.) was interested in 

the affairs of the country, he meant to live and die here, he was a Canadian, 
and was as fond of his country as any member on the floor of this House, 

and did he not believe that the home government had been mislead (sic) time 
and again in their rule of this Province, he should be ready to declare that 
the connection between the country and the mother country had been peculiarly 
hard on this country 338, So far from not believing that he felt, that 
whenever the free expression of public nee had reached the mother Country, 
she had desired to do justice to Canada. 39 ((But)) the expression of public 
opinion had reached the Home Government counteracted by the faction that 
ruled in this country. He was convinced that Great Britain was disposed to 
do us justice. But now, before the plans of the present Ministry could be 
awowed, the hon. gentleman from whom he had expected better, had hinted that 
it would be dangerous to grant supplies, because the hon. gentlemen not now 
at their posts had not declared what was the plan they intended to pursue 
with regard to one of the greatest questions, a question calculated to divide 
and disunite the two portions of the Province, and destroy the feeling of 
good will and friendliness which one portion entertained for the other; an 
attempt to nese the union would end in a civil commotion349, He would vote 
against it.34 And what would they gain by a repeal of the union?342 He hoped 
that few of the fellow countrymen of the hon. member for St. Maurice ... 
agreed with his views on the repeal of the Union, though he (Mr. McDonald) 
admitted343 that if they took population as the basis of representation, 
injustice had been done to Lower Canada by the Union Act. 34 But TOW syas 
Ministers had not time to look into Bills, much more bringing any measures 
before the country. He thought the speech of the hon. gentleman was, to 

say the least of it, premature. The hon. gentleman complained of the 
Union having been forced upon Lower Canada against her will, and that the 
Upper Province was purchased to it. He said that in the position of the 
country at that time, after the rebellion brought about by the hon. gentleman's 
mistaken views,--that in the position of the country at the time Lord Durham 
came to the country and subsequently at the time when Lord Sydenham consented 
to the Union Act, that that Act was of the utmost importance to the welfare 
ef the country.346 The Act, which like all the Acts of Lord Sydenham was 
contrived with consummate skill, was the most important result of the strug- 
gles of that period.?4’ Loud cries of "“oh,ooh!"348 It unquestionably was. 
He knew there were ... ((three)) parties in this House; there was the party 
from Lower Canada3°0 of which the hon. member for St. Maurice was the head, 
who were opposed to the Union and desired to break it up;391 and another 
party from Upper Canada who wished the same thing; 3°2 and there was another 
party who supported it; and he would ask the hon. member for St. Maurice in 
what situation he would find himself were he to agitate the Province upon a 
question of such vital importance as this? This was an experiment which 
would work well,353 if the agitation of the question of representation were 
avoided354 and if they only avoided agitating the question unnecessarily, in 
a few years the hon. gentleman would have little to complain of. Emigration 
would flow to this country--39° ((and)) if Emigration continued, in a few 
years the hon. member would have little to complain of on the score of the 
representation of Lower Canada being too small.~~ 


COL. PRINCE rose to order. This had nothing to do with the question 
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before the House. 22/7 


MR. J.S. MACDONALD ((continued:)) The question of supply was one which 
afforded the greatest latitude for the debate of all questions connected 
with the state of the country. 398 


MR. MORIN, decided that on the votes for supplies, fullest scope was 
always allowed for debate, but the mode of debate and good feeling with 


which it ought to be carried on, he would leave to hon. members to decide. 399 


MR. J.S. MACDONALD knew his hon. friend from Essex was wrong, and was 
glad to have had an opportunity of correcting him. This question had 
taken him by surprise. He thought that it was a debate which ought to have 
come out when parties were prepared with statistics and copious extracts 
from the writings and doings of the time of which the hon. member for St. 
Maurice had spoken. It ought properly to have come up on the debate on the 
answer from the speech to the Throne, or on a motion to take the state of 
the Province into consideration; but having come up, he thought it incum- 
bent on hon. members to give a full and fair expression to their opinions 
on a question like this, affecting the peace and welfare of the country; 
and if he (Mr. M'Donald) had said anything out of place, or improper, or 
passed any reflections on the motives of any man, he had not wished or intended 
to do it; but as the speech which had been made by the hon. member for St. 
Maurice would go north on the wings of the press, 360 he could not sit quiet 
and let it be supposed that reformers from Upper Canada sanctioned the views 361 
of the honourable gentleman. Was it from a party in Upper Canada that the 
hon. member for St. Maurice expected support?362 The famous manifesto of 
Mr. Papineau caused his constituents, and not his only, but all through the 
country, 363 ((including)) Upper Canada,364 to ask are you for Papineau or 
the Queen?365 It would be said that Papineau had come out, that in the recess 
he would be preparing the means for bringing on the question of increasing 
the representation, and that the liberal representatives from Upper Canda 
dared not oppose him, and need never go back to their constituents for not do- 
ing so. There was nothing so well calculated to lessen the influence minis- 
ters ought to have with the country, as agitation on this question. As an 
humble member of that House, he would repeat what he had heard of the inten- 
tions of the honorable member for St. Maurice, that was that in the recess 
he intended to agitate and widen, if possible, the breach he was now desirous 
of making in the present Administration. 3 Then, was it from the panty on 
the other side of the House that the hon. gentleman looked for support? 68 
He would refer hon. members to the Journals of this House for 1837 and 1838, 369 
at the time that the Union Act was discussed, and let him ask the hon. member 
for Toronto what were the resolutions3/0 of that party in 1841, and, see 
whether he would get more from them, than from the Liberals. The latter 
would in a few years, effect all the measures which justice could require; 
but3/l if he desired to force this question, he must recollect that there 
were other interests to be considered besides the interests of Lower Canada; 
that in a very few years he would not have to complain that Lower Canada 
had a majority in population. He had better then not be throwing discord 
and confusion into the ranks of those from whom he might expect most. For 
one, he (Mr. M'D.) was disposed to vote the supplies without asking the pre- 
sent Ministers what measures they would propose. He had confidence in them: 


if he had not that confidence, he should not have a seat in that House--he 
should not have been sent here by his constituents;3/2 his constituents 
sent him to parliament to support that system, which the hon. member for 
St. Maurice, in its early stages, had encouraged, but which he was now do- 
ing what he could to overturn.3/73 At this time the hon. member for St. 
Maurice told them not to commit themselves by voting the supplies. The 
constitutional way of stopping the supplies was to move a vote of want of 
confidence.--If the honorable gentleman wanted to oppose the Ministry now 
called to power, let him move a vote of want of confidence in them3/74 and 
give early notice of his intention to move it3/5--because they had not 

told what measures they proposed for the good of the country, and because 
they did not go with him upon the question of the repeal of the Union, and 
altering the basis in which the representation was founded; but3/6 he 
thought it very strange for him to try and upset the Liberal party--a 

party that he was always connected with.3//7 He hoped that few would be 
found in that House to refuse to give to the party now in power an opportun- 
ity of carrying out the great principles of Responsible Government of which 
they had been so long deprived. (Cheers. ) 378 


MR. CAYLEY. Unfortunately his knowledge of French was not sufficient to 
enable him to understand all that had fallen from the hon. member for St. 
Maurice; but with respect to Upper Canada, she was sold, and did not sell 
herself,--a distinction well known to those acquainted with the English 
language,--and with regard to corruption of the Government, he would throw 
back the words.3/9 The hon. late member for Ottawa, and the hon. member for 
Megantic had been alluded to in the debate: as to the first, he could only 
say that he never met a more single minded person; and he was perfectly 
willing to assume the responsibility of all the acts of the last, 380 


MR. PAPINEAU addressed the House in English. He said that he should not 
have risen again but for the misunderstanding on the part of the hon. gentle- 
man who had spoken, of what he had before said--a misunderstanding which 
had arisen probably from their not understanding the language in which he 
(Mr. P.) had addressed the House. The hon. member for Sherbrooke had made 
this discussion, which ought to take place on public grounds and consider- 
ation, merely personal and offensive, by remarks which he should not answer, 
because the voice of the country was louder than could be the aspersions of 
a man who had in turn voted with all parties and against all parties, (loud 
cries of hear, hear), and who had falsely and to excite the prejudices of 
a large section of the House, misquoted what he (Mr. P.) had said. Not a 
word in his observations had gone to say that Upper Canada was wholly 
corrupt 381 or about her being sold382 ((or)) that owing to that corruption 
the measures of which he complained had taken place (hear, hear. ) 383 But he 
said that it was by corruption that the Union was carried.384 He had risen 
with the observation that the proposed mode of voting the subsidies was to 
be regarded as an official intimation that it was the intention of the Min- 
isters who had just been called to office by the vote of want of confidence 
which the House had passed on their predecessors, to put a stop to the pre- 
sent session of Parliament; and he had stated that it was a question on which 
the House ought to be consulted. He had not urged that the supplies be 
refused; 385 but only thought the House should not at present vote them. 

He had merely urged that if the House should come to the belief that a useful 
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session could and ought to take place at present, the present motion might 

be postponed, and that as soon as they should have the help and joint labour 
for the good of the country of their friends now called to look to their 
elections, they ought to have a useful session of the Legislature. 387 A 
longer Session was necessary for the business of the country388. He had 

said also that there was every motive to desire that they should have such 

a session, that the circumstances of some of their colleagues having been 
called to office and vacated their seats, was no valid reason for not 

having such a session. If they looked into Parliamentary history, they 

would find that the decided preponderance of a party after a general election, 
did not induce that party to put an immediate stop to the session of Parlia- 
ment. In Nova Scotia at the present moment, where a change of parties had 
just occurred, the session was being continued usefully, and that it was just 
that we should have a session. He had said that the late Administration 

was weak, and that had they continued in office, it might have been expected 
that the legislation which they would have granted would have been one cal- 
culated to strengthen their large prerogatives, increase the expenditure, 

and restrict the public liberties--that this might have been expected from 
the little which they had done while in office, and from the little they 

had done while under the name of the "Family Compact'' in Upper Canada, and 
"Her Majesty's Opposition" in Lower Canada,--(Cheers.)--where they had driven 
the population to desperation (loud cries of hear, hear),--set at naught a 
vote of the House of Assembly carried against them by an immense majority; 
and that it was through their management of the then Governor through their 
influence in a branch of the Legislature which had not the confidence of the 
people, the Legislative Council as then and as now constituted, that they 

had been able to oppose the will of the minority to the just desires of the 
majority for Responsible Government. (Cheers. ) 389 He felt no distrust in 
the present Government390,. He had proclaimed his distrust in what was called 
Responsible Government--not in Responsible Government itself. (Hear, hear.) 
Why, Responsible Government in sincerity, in truth, in fullness, was good 
government (hear, hear), and it would be an absurdity to say that he distrusted 
good government, 091 Le principe est bon ... en lui-méme; C'est-a-dire com- 
parativement. C'est ce qu'il y a de meilleur aprés les institutions démocra- 
tiques. Les hommes qui sont appelés 4 mettre aujourd'hui ce systéme en 
opération lui paraissent bons aussi. I1 veut leur donner toutes les chances 
possibles de succés.392 But by whom was this boon ((Responsible Government) ) 
offered? By persons who were clothed withdictatorial power,whose293 sinister394 
feelings and views were to be found in the public documents which bore the 
signature of their names--by persons the whole tenor of whose administration 
have been opposition to Responsible Government. These were the men selected 
to carry it into practice. (Cheers.) He had distrusted it when it was given 
by those who were at heart and in practice tyrants--(hear, hear)--by men who 
had openly avowed that it was by management and bribery, and by great efforts 
on their part, that they could carry measures to which the majority of the 
people in the two Provinces were opposed--that he had mistrusted the guides 
whom they were to follow. He had said that in the present Administration he 
had the fullest confidence; these men whose entire lives showed that they 
were real lovers of Responsible Government; but that while he had confidence 
in that, being summoned to office, they would see that the Administration was 


361 


carried out well and for the public good, yet he feared that it might be 
that they were in error at this the first moment in intimating that their 
intention was not to carry on the present session of Parliament. If 

after they had had a Ministry for three years too weak to carry out measures 
at the moment when they had one strong, they were to do nothing again because 
it came too late into power. He understood that the present session would 
not bring them all those wise and good measures which the next session would 
bring; but some good and useful measures might be adopted during the session. 
Having members called from all parts of the Province at great public expense, 
from Sandwich to Bonaventure, it would prove that there was in the system 

of Responsible Government as carried out here, whether understood or misunder- 
stood, insurmountable and inevitable difficulties. He had then referred to 
the unequal representation in the two Provinces.--They had in the Upper Pro- 
vince six boroughs, which, at the time of the last census, had not more than 
1,200 inhabitants, sending six representatives to Parliament, while in the 
Lower Province, two counties having 4,000 inhabitants~-each of which, if 
being part of the same empire, and were put on the same footing, would have 
twenty-four representatives instead of two--(hear, hear)--a difference which 
there was no cause, no pretext, no reason, why anyone calling himself a 
Liberal, or having any liberal feeling, should excuse or advocate. (Hear, 
hear, and cheers.) He had said that the urgency of looking, as early as 
possible, to the remedy of this first and principal defect arising to their 
present constitution, and which it was left to the Legislature of the Pro- 
vince to remedy, ought to be looked into instantly. Cheers.) He had not 
said that the Ministers ought to have brought in a bill the moment they came 
into the House, what he had said was that the subject was one which could 
not have escaped their attention or the attention of any man who had given 
the least heed to a subject of such vast importance. He had also observed 
that the leading member of the Cabinet for Upper Canada had stated to his 
constituents that it was justice to them and to the country at large that 
the representation should be enlarged. He had said also that there were 

so many difficulties to overcome in connection with the subject that they 
ought not to be without a session now during which a measure might be ad- 
vanced, might be prepared and discussed, if not carried for the present, it 
might at least be prepared for the next session. The Legislative Council, 
constituted as it was at present, not having the confidence of the people 
and opposed to the large majority of the Provincial Assembly, could not 
work with the representatives of the people, and he had remarked that it 

was a subject for future consideration whether this body should not be now 
modelled; the change of a few men was not sufficient, its whole constitu- 
tion and character must be changed. In order to know what infusion of lib- 
erality must be poured into it, to make it a working accompaniment to the 
House of Assembly, it ought to be tested, a vote ought to be taken in order 
to understand if they concurred in the opinion that the representation of 
the country ought to be enlarged, and he stated it as his opinion that that 
representation ought to be based on the proportion of the population. That 
there was no justice except in that system, in a new country, where the 
possession of land was accessible to all, where there were large masses of 
the people amongst whom there were no conflicting interests, a state of 
things which was essentially democratic, no one being deprived of his pos- 
session of the soil, as was the case in an overpopulated country where a 
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few were masters of the soil, and the masses of the people their tools and 
servile dependants. That this state of thing (sic) not existing here, there 
could be no pretext as therewas in England for a system of rotten boroughs 

as in England these boroughs had formerly been large town (sic), now decayed, 
and which ought not to be punished for their misfortunes by being disfranchised, 
and having enjoyed the rights for centuries, they could not be taken away with- 
out agitating the whole society. It had been found necessary therefore to 

do away with it in the progress of time, but here there was no reason to 
introduce such a system. Two thousand electors in one place ought not to 

have one representative, and four thousand in another place only one repre- 
sentative, when there were no clashing interests, but a community of inter- 
ests. (Cheers.) There was no reason, no virtue, in any Legislature that 
upheld, that fostered such a system, therefore he said that an early oppor- 
tunity should be taken, even during this session, of testing the opinion of 
that body on some bill or resolution which would show how many must be added 
to it, in order to secure two-thirds of the voices, in case this House should 
come to the conclusion that the representation ought to be increased; and he 
had added that it would be strange if they should find among the men in that 
House, calling themselves Liberal, a majority who dared not to be so liberal 
as Lord Durham, who repudiated the idea of taking any other basis than that 
of population, upon which to found the representation; and that as he (Mr. P.) 
would not wish to bear injustice, neither would he wish to inflict it; and 
that if for a moment the basis of population gave them the majority, their 
friends from the Upper Province had no reason to fear that the French majority 
would be in any way prejudiced against them, or against any of their political 
rights. Had not the people of Lower Canada been foremost in calling Dissenters 
of all denominations to participate in equal rights with their fellow subjects? 
The men in power whose education had been French, had invariably been favour- 
able to the utmost toleration, the utmost freedom of every man to enjoy his 
peculiar religious tenets, believing that it was a matter between him and 

his God, and for which he was accountable to no man. The same freedom was 
accorded at once to their Israelitish brethren, and it might be justly their 
pride that they had been the first39> in any part of the Empire396 to put 

them on an equal footing with themselves. (Cheers.) Was there any measure 
conducive to Provincial liberty, which had been marred by the French Canadians? 
(Cheers.) Yet the political institutions from which they had sprung had 

been altogether despotic. True, that France in early times had given pre- 
ference to monarchy and absolutism; but when, following the glorious example 
of the American revolution, France renovated herself through deplorable 
crimes, through years of calamity and violence--established order--reformed 
her laws--advocated political freedom--and did away with the privileged 
orders-—-she constituted herself, next to the United States, the most demo- 
cratic country of modern times. Was there any fear, then, that the French 
could be hostile to the liberties of the people? It was under these circun- 
stances that he had said that it would be advisable to delay the consider- 
ation of the motion, now before the chair, granting the supplies--not denying 
the supplies, or denying confidence to those whom they had put into power, 

but merely asking that, whatever else they would not do, they should consider 
this question of the representation during the present session. After some 
allusion to the necessity of improving the Municipal Act, in order that a 
census of the population of Lower Canada might be fairly taken, Mr. Papineau 
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concluded his address nearly in the following words--Mr. Speaker, I believe 
I have expressed all that I stated when I last addressed the House, and I 
hardly think that it is worthwhile reverting to the personal abuse of the 
member for Sherbrooke. Whatever has been the part I have taken in public 
life397 it had met with the concurrence of a large proportion of the popu- 
lation.398 I believe that it has the approval of those whose approval I 
have desired. (Hear, hear.) Two large counties have, without my solicita- 
tion, offered me their representation, after I had given my views openly 
and boldly, because I did not wish to take by surprise a seat in this House, 
and because I expected an election. I am not here by choice, but by com- 
pulsion, because I respect and love the democratic portion of our institu- 
tions--this House; because I have opposed all the other powers constituted 
in this country all the days of my life, and all my life have loved the 
representative body of the people. But, sir, the reproach, that it was 

the instigation of one man that drew the people into their trials and suf- 
ferings, when the people have absolved that man, is a most groundless, 
unjust and unfeeling accusation, and quite out of place in a debate here399, 


Louderies of ‘Hear, hear.” from all parts of the House. 490 


MR. PAPINEAU ((continued:)) and certainly the terms "wicked rebel" and 
"base and servile courtier," bandied from one side of the House to the other, 
will not lead to the advancement of the public good. (Renewed cheering.) 
When England invaded our rights, seized on our revenues and distributed 
them in an unconstitutional manner, and trampled on the first principles 
of Responsible Government, I advised the people to take all possible means 
to make the keeping of the colony onerous to the mother country so as to 
oblige her to do us justice. I advised the refusal of the supplies--the 
most forcible means given to the representatives of the people--in order 
to seek the removal of abuses. To the last moment we advised the people 
not to think of armed resistance, for which they were not prepared, but 
to discontinue the use of all taxed articles, and thereby make the revenue 
as small as possible, since it was taken from the people in an unconstitu- 
tional manner, and against the will of their representatives. If the 
other party had kept within the bounds of the law as we did,--and as it 
has been acknowledged in the official correspondence of the Governor, who 
could not bring the agitators to trial, because they had kept within bounds 
of the law,--there would have been no trouble. If the other party had 
respected the laws as we did there would have been no trouble. But instead 
of this, there were immediate volunteers, 401 and cavalry troops, 402 mili- 
tary men offered their services, and gallant Colonels ... ((walked)) behind 
soldiers where there was no danger (hear, hear), arresting people against 
whom there was no accusation, no warrant, only displeasure, without law, 
and contrary to law (loud cries of hear, hear); and from that moment the 
people were thrown upon their self-defence: they resisted not the law, 
but these military bands; and at the very moment when these military bands 
were advancing those who are now accused of inciting them, consulted to- 
gether and advised the people, "If persons come against you with warrants 
for seditious practices, surrender; if they come with warrants for high 
treason, then it is proof that the law of the land is to be set at naught 
that martial law is proclaimed; therefore contrive, if possible, to fly 
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to the States. If you are to be tried according to the laws of your country, 
by a jury of your countrymen, fear nothing, being unprepared for resistance, 
fly. If the Governor of the day, overruled by a weak Council, had not gone 
to the extreme of Middoss wae illegal martial law, no troubles would have 
broken out. (Hear, hear.)403 The Governor had since acknowledged that if 
these extreme measures had not been taken, no trouble would have broken out. 404 
If, Sir, we are to have a Responsible Government, it must be one in which 
public opinion can influence the Governor and the Ministers, and the repre- 
sentatives. And how can they be influenced if there is no freedom of speech, 
of discussion, if personal abuse is to change altogether the nature of the 
discussion; and surely reverting to the past can be of no good in looking 
to the future. I say, then, that reform of Parliament is the first measure 
which we ought to entertain; and that the first principle of representation 
is to let it be in proportion to the population; but the discussion of 
questions like this ought not to give rise to angry, unparliamentary, unfeel- 
ing declamation, alike inconsistent with Parliamentary practice, or that 
freedom of debate which this House ought to allow. (Loud cries of "Hear, 
hear.") I think, Sir, that I have explained, not retorted.’ (Hear; hear.) 

I do not enter into the private life of the gentleman who has been willing 
erroneously, and in a most unfounded manner, to misrepresent both what I 
said to-night and my past life. I do not enter into it, but I conceive that 
he, of all other men, ought to guard against a searching enquiry into his 
private life. 


Loud cries of “Hear, hear," from all parts of the House. 406 


MR. J.S. MACDONALD (Glengarry) had misunderstood the hon. gentleman, and 
was sorry for it.407 after hearing him in English, he adhered in the main 
to what he had said. 408 


MR. BADGLEY thought that it was much to be regretted that the hon. member 
for St. Maurice had not addressed the House in French in the same way that 
he had done in English. If he had done so, his (Mr. B.'s) ears must have 
deceived him; for he had certainly understood the han. gentleman in the same 
way that the hon. member for Glengarry had done. It was perfectly plain and 
distinct that he had called upon the Administration to state what their 


measures would be, and that he had recommended that the supplies should not 
be granted till they had done so, 409 


Cries of "No, no," from the French members, 410 


MR. BADGLEY ((continued:)) The hon. gentleman had certainly stated that 
the supplies ought not to be granted till the new Ministers came back from 
their constituents. (No, no.) If he (Mr. B.) had misunderstood the hon. 
gentleman, it was in common with those around him. (Hear, hear.)411 The 
hon. member had abused the Administration for the passing of the Municipal 
Bill, but if he referred to the Journals he would find that a great many 
French members voted for it; he made these remarks to show how easy it is 
to make misrepresentations against Ministers. He did not say the Bill was 
perfect, though he thought if the Bill had a fair trial and the country had 
time to understand the working of it, it would be found to answer well. 


MR. H. BOULTON (Norfolk) thought it a pity that those members from Lower 
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Canada, who could express themselves so well4l3 in English?+4 as the hon. 
member for St. Maurice had done, did not415 always do so, 16 to prevent 
this misunderstanding (hear, hear....)41/ as the great majority of this 
House understood no other language.418 for his own part, he had not heard 
the expressions attributed to the hon. member; 419 he had understood toler- 
ably well what the hon. member for St. Maurice had said, 420 nor did he 
think that there had been anything inflammatory in the address he had de- 
livered; on the contrary, he (Mr. B.) was prepared to agree with him in 
the greater part of what he had said. (Hear, hear.)421 As it was not 12 
o'clock he would move, seconded by MR. DUCHESNAY, that this House do 
adjourn, 422 


SIR A. MACNAB had felt a little aroused by what he had heard of the 
French speech of the hon. member for St. Maurice, and had thought that 
great injustice had been done to Upper Canada; but the speech that they 
had just heard423 in English,424 was a perfectly parliamentary speech--just 
the speech he should have expected from the hon. member--and425 he must 
say that in a great measure he concurred with him.426 He did not wish it 
to be understood that he concurred in the whole of that speech, but he 
approved of the greatest part of it.427 we had spoken his sentiments 
frankly and boldly, as he had a right to do in that conjuncture;428 he thought 
they ought to speak their minds out freely in that House. For his own part 429 
feeling no shame in agreeing with the hon. gentleman, he would support him 
when he thought him right, and oppose him when wrong. #30 (Hear, hear. )431 


Col. Gugy rose amidst loud and incessant calls of "question" and "spokel"432 | 


COL. GUGY. At last ... Col. Gugy obtained a hearing. He said, that the 
House would surely not compel him to retire to rest without having answered 
some of the remarks of the hon. member for St. Maurice. (Spoke, spoke.") 

He had to charge him in the presence of this House with an uncandid act in 
making a speech in a spirit of most perfect propriety, which had it prevailed 
at the time he addressed the House in French would not have compelled him 
(Col. G.) to have troubled the House with a single observation.433 The hon. 
gentleman had not said in English what he had stated in French.434 In his 
address in French he had maintained that it was necessary and indispensible 
herewith to repeal the Union Act to reconstruct the Legislative Council. 43° 


Loud cries of "no, no.''436 


COL. GUGY ((continued:)) He understood the French language as well as 
any man on the floor of that house, 437 (cries of hear, hear,)438 or perhaps, 
in the world439 (much laughter,) and he asserted that there could be no 
doubt of what he said, as the reporters would show tomorrow. And this was 
not all, it was accompanied by a series of what appeared to him (Col. G.) 
most malignant imputations on the good faith of the British Government and 
nation. (Cries of "spoke" and "question.") He would submit to the House 
some of the expressions which the hon. gentleman had made use of. He had 
described the system of Responsible Government existing in this country as 
“monstrous.'' (Hear, hear.)440 ((He had)) deprecated the present system 


(Loud cries of "hear, hear," and "spoke.") Hon. members might be of that 
opinion, he (Col. G.) was not.444 ((He had)) said that the shame of England, 
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had been copied in the Union of the two Provinces445, l'opprobre et la 
misére de 1'Irelande comme elle avait été de ce pays.)4 (Hear, hear.) 

It appeared to him that opinions of this kind came with a very bad grace 
from the hon. member for St. Maurice. Had the French speech been spoken 

in the same spirit as was the English one,447 he (Mr. G.) would not have 
been obliged to allude to his remarks. By doing so he had already been 
subjected to personal abuse, which he cared nothing for. He wished to bring 
before the House the remarks of the hon. member, so that when his speech 

was laid before the Country, it might not be said that he had silently 
concurred in the charges made by the hon. member.448 The contrast ((between 
the hon. member's two speeches)) was so great, the discrepancy between the 
two so remarkable, that it was impossible to help making remarks on it, 
certainly not creditable to the honourable member's conduct. The hon. 
member had been pleased to advert to and remark upon what he had called 
personal abuse. Now there were occasions when it became necessary to ad- 
vert to the conduct of individuals. The hon. member had been pleased 

to advert to him (Col. G.) personally, as a gallant Colonel who had made 
arrests while protected by troops; but that was a mistake449, He had, 

thank God, never made any arrests; on the contrary, he had liberated many 
that had fallen into his power450 but there was another member on his own 
side of the House who had. (Hear, hear.)491 But when the hon. gentleman 
reverted to him (Col. G.) as one who might have cause to fear a searching 
enquiry into his private life, he could only say that that language deserved 
to be treated as the language of a calumniator and a liar. 


Great commotion, and shouts of "Order" and "Chair.'"453 


COL. GUGY ((continued:)) Such remarks could proceed only from calumniators 
and liars. (Order.) He disregarded them.4°4 He feared no enquiry; =P) he, 
thank God, had no blood on his hands.456 


Cries of order, from the French members.45/7 


COL. GUGY ((continued;)) None could say that the lives of innocent 
men had been lost--that the tears of widows and orphans had been made to 
flow by his selfish--cowardly agitation. 458 


Loud cries of hear and order, and great excitement .459 

Silence shouted COL. GUGY, silence*®?, 

A number of members then rose to call the hon. member to order4®l, 

COL. GUGY. Here the confusion became so great, and the cries of "Order" 
so incessant that the gallant Colonel gave way and resumed his seat, 462 


MR. MORIN having succeeded in obtaining silence; said, that, even if 
in order, the less that was said about such matters, the better. 463 


The question, that the supplies be granted, was then carried in the 
affirmative44, 


The debate was adjourned on the motion of MR. H. BOULTON, seconded by 
MR. DUCHESNAY. 465 
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(38) 
Resolved, That this House wtll, to-morrow, resolve ttself tnto a Committee 


eee 


of the whole House, to constder of that Motton. 


Orders deferred. Ordered, That the Orders of the day be postponed until 
to-morrow. 


Then, on motion of Mr. Laurin, seconded by Mr. Cauchon, 
The House adjourned, *6® 


APPENDIX: 14 MARCH 1848. 


((QUESTION AND ANSWER RE: PROROGATION.)) 


MR. CHABOT. During the evening Mr. Chabot was pertinacious in his enquir- 
ies as to the day of prorogation46/ 


. 


MR. DRUMMOND expressed his inability to give any other answer than the 
one given ... ((previously))--in a very few days. 46 


FOOTNOTES: 14 MARCH 1848. 
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MONTREAL GAZETTE, 15 March 1848, noted that: ''Mr. Baldwin and Mr. Hincks 
were present behind the throne during the proceedings of the House." 
The debate on this matter was reported by: MONTREAL GAZETTE, 15, 17 
March 1848; GLOBE, 22 March 1848; PILOT, 16 March 1848, and PACKET, 
24 March 1848, in identical accounts; and MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 18 March 
1848, PROVINCIALIST, 28 March 1848, and PRINCE EDWARD GAZETTE, 24 March 
1848, whose accounts were identical except that the PROVINCIALIST's 
version was shorter. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 15 March 1848. 

MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 18 March 1848. 

IBID. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 17 March 1848. 

IBID., 15 March 1848, 

PILOT, 16 March 1848. 

IBID. 

ESD. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 17 March 1848. 

PILOT, 16 March 1848. 

IBID. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 17 March 1848. 

TEID. 

IBID. 

MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 18 March 1848. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 17 March 1848. 

MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 18 March 1848. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 17 March 1848. 

MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 18 March 1848. 

TBI, 

The debate on this motion was reported by: HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 22 
March 1848; L'AVENIR, 17 March 1848; GLOBE, 22 March 1848; MONTREAL 
GAZETTE, 15, 17 March 1848; PILOT, 16 March 1848, and BRITISH WHIG, 
22 March 1848, in identical accounts; and MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 18 
March 1848, PROVINCIALIST, 28 March 1848, and PRINCE EDWARD GAZETTE, 
24 March 1848, in identical accounts. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 17 March 1848. 

IBID. 

IBID. 

IBID. 

PILOT, 16 March 1848. 

GLOBE, 22 March 1848. 

PILOT, 16 March 1848. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 17 March 1848. 

PILOL, 6 Maren leas. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 17 March 1848. 

PILOT, 16 March 1848. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 17 March 1848. 

IBID. 

2Si0. 

IBID. 
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PILOT, 16 March 1848. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 17 March 1848. 

TE LD. 

PILOT, 16 March 1848. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 17 March 1848. 

TBID: 

PBLDs 

IBID. 

PILOT, 16 March 1848. 

LBD. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 17 March 1848, noted that: "Mr. H. J. Boulton was 
present but did not vote." 

MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 18 March 1848. 

IBID. 

TBID. 

The debate on this matter was reported by: GLOBE, 22 March 1848; LE 
CANADIEN, 17 March 1848; MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 18 March 1848, and PRINCE 
EDWARD GAZETTE, 24 March 1848, in identical accounts; MONTREAL GAZETTE, 
17 March 1848, and CHATHAM GLEANER, 28 March 1848, in identical accounts; 
PILOT, 16 March 1848, and BRITISH WHIG, 22 March 1848, in identical 
counts; and LA MINERVE, 16 March 1848, LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 21 March 1848, 
and L'AVENIR, 17, 21 March 1848, in identical accounts. 

PILOT, 16: March 1646. 

GLOBE, 22 March 1848. 

PILOT, 16 March 1848. 

EBLD. 

BEDE 

LA MINERVE, 16 March 1848. 

PILOT, 16 March 1848. 

LE CANADIEN, 17 March 1848. 

TBED, 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 17 March 1848. 


-LE CANADIEN, 17 March 1848. 


PILOT, 16 March 1848, 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 17 March 1848. 
MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 18 March 1848. 
IBID. 

BED 

IEEE TED 

TBID. 

IBID. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 17 March 1848, 
PILOT, 16 March 1848. 

LE CANADIEN, 17 March 1848. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 17 March 1848. 
MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 18 March 1848. 
The debate on this motion was reported by: GLOBE, 22 March 1848; PILOT, 16 
March 1848, and BRITISH WHIG, 22 March 1848, in identical accounts; and 
MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 18 March 1848, PROVINCIALIST, 28 March 1848, PRINCE 
EDWARD GAZETTE, 24 March 1848, and PACKET, 25 March 1848, in identical 


a7 


accounts. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 17 March 1848, and CHATHAM GLEANER, 28 March 
1848, noted the debate in identical accounts. 

79. MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 18 March 1848. 

OGye a Le LD: 

O19 9. DL): 

82, PILOT, 16 March 1848. 

83. GLOBE, 22 March 1848. Although the PILOT, 16 March 1848, quoted the 
figures "forty thousand" and "48,000", mathematical calculation shows 
that the GLOBE's version of "four to five hundred thousand" was the 
correct one and thus this version has been given here and below. 

84. PILOT, 16 March 1848. 

85. GLOBE, 22 March 1848. 

66. PILOT. 16 March t3048: 

87. MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 18 March 1848. 

88. GLOBE, 22 March 1848. 

89. MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 18 March 1848. 

90; PILOT 1G March 184s; 

91. MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 18 March 1848. 


92.) LEI, 
G35) LDLD. 
94. IBID. 


95. GLOBE, 22 March 1848. 
96. MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 18 March 1848. 
97. GLOBE, 22 March 1848. 
98. MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 18 March 1848. 
S97. PILOT, T6iMaren 1848. 
IDO = sIBID: 
101. GLOBE, 22 March 1848. 
LO2s aPi Lol. 16 -Merchs1e4s. 
103%; §GLOBE 22. March 1648. 
104. PILOT, 16 March 1848. 
105. GLOBE, 22 March 1848. 
106. PILOT, 16 March 1848. 
107. MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 18 March 1848. 
108. PILOT, 16’ March 1848. 
109. MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 18 March 1848. 
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115. The debate on this matter was reported by: GLOBE, 22 March 1848; PILOT, 
16 March 1848; MONTREAL GAZETTE, 15 March 1848; MONTREAL GAZETTE, 17 
March 1848, and CHATHAM GLEANER, 28 March 1848, in identical accounts; 
LE CANADIEN, 17 March 1848; and MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 18 March 1848, 
PRINCE EDWARD GAZETTE, 24 March 1848, and PROVINCIALIST, 28 March 1848, 
in identical accounts. "Il y eut une trés longue discussion", commented 
LE CANADIEN, 17 March 1848. GLOBE, 22 March 1848, described it as 
"keen debate". 

L163 “PILOT I SL6eMarch’ 1846. 
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GLOBE, 22 March 1848. 

PILOT, 16 March 1848. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 17 March 1848. 

PILOT, 16 March 1848. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 17 March 1848. 

MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 18 March 1848. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 17 March 1848. 

According to PILOT, 16 March 1848, Notman gave "an able and energetic 
speech". 

MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 18 March 1848. 

PILOT, 16 March 1848. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 17 March 1848. 

PILOT, 16 March 1848. 

IBID. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 17 March 1848, observed that Cameron spoke ''very 
eloquently". 

LE CANADIEN, 17 March 1848. 

PILOT, 16 March 1848. 

LE CANADIEN, 17 March 1848. 

GLOBE, 22 March 1848. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 17 March 1848. 

IBID. 

IBID. 

IBID. 

IBID. 

The debate on this motion was reported by: PILOT, 16 March 1848, PACKET, 
25 March 1848, and BATHURST COURIER, 24 March 1848, in identical accounts, 
except that the COURIER omitted certain speeches contained in the other 
papers; MONTREAL GAZETTE, 17 March 1848, and CHATHAM GLEANER, 28 March 
1848, in identical accounts, except that the account in the GLEANER was 
abbreviated and contained fewer speeches; MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 18 March 
1848, PRINCE EDWARD GAZETTE, 24 March 1848, and PROVINCIALIST, 28 March 
1848, in identical accounts; HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 22 March 1848, which 
mistakenly identified its source as the MONTREAL GAZETTE, GLOBE, 25 March 
1848, copying the MONTREAL HERALD, MORNING CHRONICLE, 20 March 1848, 
MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 18 March 1848, some of whose columns have been cut 
away, and PRINCE EDWARD GAZETTE, 24 March 1848, in identical accounts, 
except that the SPECTATOR's and GLOBE's contained more speeches than those 
in the other papers; GLOBE, 22 March 1848; LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 18 March 
1848, which noted the debate, and 24 March 1848, containing a translated 
version of Papineau's second speech obtained from PILOT, 18 March 1848; 
L'AVENIR, 18 March 1848; LE CANADIEN, 17 March 1848, which noted the 
debates; LA MINERVE, 16 March 1848, and LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 21 March 
1848, in identical accounts; L'AURORE, 21 March 1848, in an account iden- 
tical to LA MINERVE, 16 March 1848, except that it omitted certain speeches 
and carried a translation of Papineau's second speech contained in the 
PILOT, 18 March 1848; and BRITISH WHIG, 22 March 1848, in an account 
identical to PILOT, 18 March 1848, and also containing abbreviated ver- 
sions of Papineau's and Gugy's first speeches from the MONTREAL GAZETTE, 
17 March 1848. Commentaries may be found in MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 18 March 
1848, and PILOT, 21 March 1848. The PILOT, 16 March 1848, observed: "We 
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regret to say that rather an angry discussion took place in the House 
on Tuesday evening, originating in Col. Gugy having assailed Mr. Papi- 
neau's conduct in former times in a manner as unparliamentary as it was 
uncourteous."' The MORNING CHRONICLE, 17 March 1848, described the dis- 
cussion as ''warm and animated." LE CANADIEN, 17 March 1848, reported 
that Papineau's first speech took one and a half hours, whereas MONTREAL 
TRANSCRIPT, 18 March 1848, gave the total time of Papineau's and Gugy's 
exchange as one hour and a half. 

GLOBE, 22 March 1848. 

BRITISH WHIG, 22 March 1848, described Papineau's speech as "of much 
power, but full of the most seditious language". According to MONTREAL 
GAZETTE, 17 March 1848, "Mr. Papineau's sentiments seemed to meet with 
exceedingly little sympathy in the House. They were listened to with ... 
silence". 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 17 March 1848, 
GLOBE, 22 March 1848. 

LA MINERVE, 16 March 1848. 
HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 22 March 1848. 
LA MINERVE, 16 March 1848. 

GLOBE, 22 March 1848. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 22 March 1848. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 17 March 1848. 
LA MINERVE, 16 March 1848, 
HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 22 March 1848. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 17 March 1848. 
LA MINERVE, 16 March 1848, 
HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 22 March 1848. 
LA MINERVE, 16 March 1848. 

GLOBE, 22 March 1848. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 22 March 1848. 
LA MINERVE, 16 March 1848. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 17 March 1848. 
LA MINERVE, 16 March 1848. 
HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 22 March 1848. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 17 March 1848. 
HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 22 March 1848. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 17 March 1848. 
HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 22 March 1848. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 17 March 1848. 
LE CANADIEN, 17 March 1848. 
HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 22 March 1848. 
LA MINERVE, 16 March 1848. 
HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 22 March 1848. 
LA MINERVE, 16 March 1848. 
HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 22 March 1848. 
LA MINERVE, 16 March 1848. 
HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 22 March 1848. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 17 March 1848. 
HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 22 March 1848. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 17 March 1848. 
HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 22 March 1848. 
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179. LA MINERVE, 16 March 1848. 

180. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 22 March 1848. 

181. LA MINERVE, 16 March 1848. 

182. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 22 March 1848. 

183. LA MINERVE, 16 March 1848. 

184. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 22 March 1848. 

185. LA MINERVE, 16 March 1848. 

186. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 17 March 1848. 

187. LA MINERVE, 16 March 1848. 

188. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 17 March 1848. 

189. LA MINERVE, 16 March 1848. 

190. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 22 March 1848. 

191. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 17 March 1848. 

192. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 22 March 1848. 

193. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 17 March 1848. 

194. LA MINERVE, 16 March 1848. 

195. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 17 March 1848. 

196. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 22 March 1848. 

197. LA MINERVE, 16 March 1848. 

198. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 17 March 1848. 

199. LA MINERVE, 16 March 1848. 

200. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 17 March 1848. 

201. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 22 March 1848. 

202. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 17 March 1848. 

203. LA MINERVE, 16 March 1848. 

204. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 22 March 1848. 

205. LA MINERVE, 16 March 1848, 

206. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 22 March 1848. 

207. LA MINERVE, 16 March 1848. 

208. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 22 March 1848. 

209. GLOBE, 22 March 1848. 

210. LA MINERVE, 16 March 1848. 

211. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 22 March 1848. 

212. LA MINERVE, 16 March 1848. 

213. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 22 March 1848. 

214. LA MINERVE, 16 March 1848. 

215. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 22 March 1848. 

216. LA MINERVE, 16 March 1848. 

217. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 22 March 1848, 

218. LA MINERVE, 16 March 1848, 

219. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 22 March 1848. 

220. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 17 March 1848. 

221. MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 18 March 1848, observed that "Col. Gugy rose amidst 
considerable excitement". GLOBE, 22 March 1848, commented that Gugy 
"made a most brutal attack on Mr. Papineau. ... Unsoftened by wit or 
cleverness, it was simply a case of common downright blackguarding." 

222. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 17 March 1848. 

223. 2th BLD, 

224. 9 lL BID. 

225. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 22 March 1848. 
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MONTREAL GAZETTE, 17 March 1848. 
PILOT, 16 March 1848. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 22 March 1848. 
PILOT, 16 March 1848. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 17 March 1848, 
PILOT, 16 March 1848. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 22 March 1848. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 17 March 1848. 
HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 22 March 1848. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 17 March 1848. 
PILOT, 16 March 1848. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 22 March 1848. 
PILOT, 16 March 1848. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 17 March 1848. 
PILOT, 16 March 1848. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 22 March 1848. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 17 March 1848. 
PILOT, 16 March 1848. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 17 March 1848. 
HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 22 March 1848, 
PILOT, 16 March 1848. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 17 March 1848. 
HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 22 March 1848. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 17 March 1848. 
PILOT, 16 March 1848. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 22 March 1848. 
PILOT, 16 March 1848. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 22 March 1848. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 17 March 1848. 
HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 22 March 1848. 
PILOT, 16 March 1848, 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 22 March 1848. 
PILOT, 16 March 1848. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 22 March 1848. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 17 March 1848. 
HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 22 March 1848. 
PILOT, 16 March 1848. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 22 March 1848. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 17 March 1848. 
PILOT, 16 March 1848. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 22 March 1848. 
PILOT, 16 March 1848. 

IBID. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 17 March 1848. 
PILOT, 16 March 1848. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 17 March 1848. 
HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 22 March 1848. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 17 March 1848. 
PILOT, 16 March 1848. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 17 March 1848. 
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PILOT, 16 March 1848, 

IBID. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 17 March 1848. 
PEEOT. LG March e485; 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 17 March 1848. 
PILOT, 16 March 1848. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 22 March 1848. 
PILOL, “16> March 2645. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 22 March 1848. 
POLLO TS “Lov Hecche Gao. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 17 March 1848. 
PILOT, 16 March 1848. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 22 March 1848. 
PILOT, 16 March 1848. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 22 March 1848. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 17 March 1848. 
PILOT, 16 March 1848. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 17 March 1848, 
PILOT, 16 March 1848. 

HAMILTON’ SPECTATOR, 22 March 1848. 
PILOT, 16 March 1848. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 22 March 1848. 
PILOT, 16 March 1848. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 17 March 1848. 
HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 22 March 1848. 
PILOT, 16 Mareh 1848, 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 22 March 1848. 
PILOT, 16 March 1848. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 17 March 1848, 
PILOT, 16 March 1848. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 22 March 1848. 
LA MINERVE, 16 March 1848. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 17 March 1848. 
LA MINERVE, 16 March 1848. 
HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 22 March 1848. 
LA MINERVE, 16 March 1848. 
HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 22 March 1848. 
LA MINERVE, 16 March 1848. 
HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 22 March 1848. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 17 March 1848. 
HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 22 March 1848. 
MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 18 March 1848. 
PILOT, 16 March 1848. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 22 March 1848. 
PILOT, 16 March 1848. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 22 March 1848. 
PILOT, 96° Mareh@ 1848. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 17 March 1848. 
HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 22 March 1848. 
PILOT, 16 March 1848. 
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HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 22 March 1848. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 17 March 1848, 
PILOT, 16 March 1848. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 22 March 1848. 
PILOT, 16 March 1848. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 22 March 1848. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 17 March 1848. 
HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 22 March 1848. 
PILOT, 16 March 1848. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 17 March 1848. 
PILOT, 16 March 1848. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 22 March 1848. 
PILOT, 16°March 1848. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 22 March 1848. 
PILOT, 16 March 1848. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 17 March 1848. 
PILOT, 16 March 1848. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 22 March 1848. 
PILOT, 16 March 1848. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 17 March 1848. 
PILOT, 16 March 1848. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 22 March 1848. 
PILOT, 16 March 1848, 

TELD. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 22 March 1848. 
PILOT, 16 March 1848. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 22 March 1848. 
PILOT, 16 March 1848. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 22 March 1848. 
PILOT, 16 March 1848. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 22 March 1848. 
PILOT, 16 March 1848. 

IBID. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 17 March 1848. 
PILOT, 16 March 1848. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 22 March 1848. 
PILOT, 16 March 1848. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 17 March 1848. 
HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 22 March 1848. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 17 March 1848. 
HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 22 March 1848. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 17 March 1848. 
HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 22 March 1848, 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 17 March 1848. 
PILOT, 16 March 1848. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 22 March 1848. 
PILOT, 16 March 1848. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 22 March 1848. 
PILOT, 16 March 1848. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 17 March 1848. 
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PILOT, 16 March 1848. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 17 March 1848. 
PILOT, 16 March 1848. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 17 March 1848. 
HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 22 March 1848. 
PILOT, 18 March 1848. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 22 March 1848, 
PILOT, 18 March 1848. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 22 March 1848, 
PILOT, 18 March 1848. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 22 March 1848. 
PILOT, 18 March 1848. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 17 March 1848. 
PILOT, 18 March 1848. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 17 March 1848, 
PILOT, 18 March 1848. 

LE CANADIEN, 17 March 1848. 

PILOT, 18 March 1848. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 17 March 1848. 
PILOT, 18 March 1848. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 22 March 1848. 
PILOT, 18 March 1848. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 17 March 1848. 
PILOT, 18 March 1848. 

EBEDs 

IBID. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 22 March 1848. 
PILOT, 18 March 1848. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 22 March 1848. 
PILOT, 18 March 1848. 

IBID. 

TBI. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 22 March 1848. 
PILOT, 18 March 1848. 

IBID. 

IBID. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 17 March 1848. 
PILOT, 18 March 1848. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 17 March 1848. 
PILOT, 18 March 1848. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 17 March 1848. 
PILOT, 18 March 1848. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 17 March 1848. 
PILOT, 18 March 1848, 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 22 March 1848. 
PILOT, 18 March 1848, 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 17 March 1848. 
PILOT, 18 March 1848. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 22 March 1848. 
PILOT, 18 March 1848. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 22 March 1848. 
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PILOT, 18 March 1848, 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 22 March 1848. 
PILOT, 18 March 1848. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 22 March 1848. 
PLLOT, LS March’ 1848; 

IBID. 

LBID. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 22 March 1848, 
PILOT, 18 March 1848. 

EBD 

IBID. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 17 March 1848. 
HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 22 March 1848. 
PILOT, 18 March 1848. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 17 March 1848. 
PILOT, 18 March 1848. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 17 March 1848. 
PILOT, 18 March 1848. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 22 March 1848. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 17 March 1848. 
PILOT, 18 March 1848. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 22 March 1848. 
PILOT, 18 March 1848. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 17 March 1848. 
HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 22 March 1848. 
PILOT, 18 March 1848. 

IBID. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 22 March 1848. 
PILOT, 18 March 1848. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 17 March 1848. 
IBID. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 22 March 1848. 
LBID. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 17 March 1848. 
HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 22 March 1848, 
PILOT, 18 March 1848. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 22 March 1848. 
PILOT, 18 March 1848. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 17 March 1848. 


MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 18 March 1848, observed 
place "amidst considerable excitement", 


that the adjournment took 


time of adjournment according 


to the PILOT, 18 March 1848, was “about one o'clack." 


MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 18 March 1848. 
IBID. 


WEDNESDAY, 15 MARCH 1848.1 


(38) 
ON motton of Mr. Notman, seconded by Mr. Wetenhall, 
Oxford Electton. Ordered, That the Order of thts House, of yesterday, 


appotnting the time for taking tnto constderation 
the Petitton of Peter Carroll, Esqutre, a candidate of the late Electton 


(39) 
for the County of Oxford, complatning of the undue Election of the Honorable 
Francis Hineks as a Member to represent the satd County in thts present Parlta- 
ment, be rescinded; and that a nottce, tn writing, embracing the substance of 
thts Motion, be forthwith given by Mr. Speaker to the Pettttoner, and to the 
satd Honorable Franets Htneks. 


On motion of Mr. Notman, seconded by Mr. Wetenhall, 


Ordered, That the Petttton of Peter Carroll, Esqutre, a candidate at the late 
Election for the County of Oxford, complaining of the undue Election of 
the Honorable Franeits Hineks as a Member to represent the satd County 
in this present Parltament, be taken into constderatton by thts House, 
on EEE the stxteenth day of March instant, at the hour of four o "clock, 
P.M.; and that nottce to that effect, in writing, be forthwith gtven by 
Mr, Speaker to the Pettttoner, his counsel, or agent, and to the Honorable 
Francis Hineks, according to the provistons of the second clause of an 
Act passed by the Parltament of Upper Canada, during the fourth year of 
the retgn of Hts late Majesty George the Fourth, chapter four. 


Debentures. Mr. Speaker latd before the House, Schedule of 
Government Debentures of Canada, in sterling and 
currency, outstanding on 4th March, 1848. 


Appendix (M.) For the satd Schedule, see Appendix (M.) 
Petittons The following Petitions were severally brought up, 
brought up. and latd on the table:-- 


By the Honorable Mr. Robinson,--The Petition of the Munictpal Council of 
the Distrtet of Simeoe (grant for Roads.) 

By Mr. Armstrong,--The Petttton of Charles Emond, President, and others, 
Trustees of the Academy of Berthter. 

By Mr. Hall,--The Petition of William M'Donnell and others, of the Touwn- 
shtps of Ops, Me Mariposa, Eldon, and Feneton. 

By Mr. Beaubien, --The Pett Petitton of the Corporatton of the College of Cham- 
bt 
ran Mr. Stevenson,--The Petition of Charles R. Ellis, of the Township of 
Toronto; and the Petition of James Douglass, 0: of the Townshtp of Toronto, in 
the Home District. 

By Mr. Johnson, --The Petttton of Willtam Bradley and others, of the Toum- 
shtp of Caledonia, in the District of Ottawa. 

By Mr, Holmes,--The Petition of Robert W. S. Mackay, of the City of Montreal; 
the Petition of F. T. C. Arnoldi, M.D., and others, Medical Practioners of the 
City of Montreal; the Petition of Mrs. * Adele B. LaFontatne, and other Ladtes 
having the care of the Montreal Lying-in Hospital; and the. Petttton of the Cor- 





sel 


poratton of the Montreal General Hospttal. 
By Mr. Smith of Durham,--The Petttion of Richard E. Vidal and others, 
of the Townships of Sarnia and Plympton, in the Western Bie ae 


By Mr. Laurin,--The Petition of Joseph Huot and others, of the Township 
of Hale fas 


By Mr. Merritt, --The Petttton of the President and Board of Police of 
the Town of St. Catharines. 

By Mr. Wetenhall,--The Petition of John Macfarlane and others, of the 
County of Waterloo. 

By the Honorable Mr. Sherwood,--The Petttton of John Ewart and others, 
of the City of Toronto. 

By the Honorable Mr. Macdonald,--The Petition of John Hopkins and others, 
Teachers of Common Schools in the City of Kingston. 

By Mr. Bell,--The Petitton of Willian Simpson and others, of Smith's 
Falls, in the Townshtp of Elmsley. 

By Mr. Jobin,--The Petition of M. F. Valots and A. C. D. De Celles, Pre- 
sident and Secretary of the Municipal Council of the County of F Montreal. 

By Mr. Sauvageau,--The Petitton of the Reverend A. Morin and others. 

By Mr. Drumnond,--The Pettttion of Mrs. Margaret Lunn Lunn and Mrs. A. Durn- 
ford, the Directress and the Secretary of the Committee of management of — 
the Untverstty Lytng-in Hospttal, Montreal, on behalf of the satd Committee. 

By Mr, Prince,--The Petition of John F. Elltott and James Cuthbertson; 
and the Petition of James Cuthbertson and others, of the City City of Montreal. 

By Mr. M'Farland,--The Petition of John J. Church, of the Township 
of Thorold, tn the Distrtet of Niagara. 

By Mr. M'Connell,--The Petition of John Thornton and others, School 
Commisstoners of the Muntctpaltty of Barnston. 

By the Honorable Mr. Boulton,--The Petition of the Muntetpal Counetl 
of the District of Talbot, (Assessment Rolls.) 


Petittons read. Pursuant to the Order of the day, the following 
Petittons were read:-- 

Of G. K. Foster and others, Trustees of the Richmond Academy , tn the 
Township of Shipton, County of Sherbrooke; praying a grant of money tn aid 
of that Academy. 

Of Thomas C. Alits and others, of the Township of Shipton; praytng 
atd to open a Road from the princtpal settlement of Dudswell, to Lot Wo. 9 
tn the 2nd sla of the Townshtp of Shipton. 

Of G. K. Foster and others, of Durham and other Townshtps, in the Counttes 
of Drummond and Sherbrooke; praying that certain Townships therein mentioned 
may be formed into a new County, to be called the County of Richmond, with 
the Village of Richmond as the County Town. 

Of Thomas C. Allts and others, of Shtpton and other Townshtps ; praying 

a grant of money to continue the Arthabaska Road, from Lot 27 in the first 
eros of Kingsey, to the Village of Danville. 

Of the Corporation of the Seminary of Nicolet; praying an tnereased atd 
tn support of that Instttutton. 

Of the Reverend L. Dufour and others, inhabitants of the Townships of 

eee, Somerset, Blandford and Arthabaska; praying atd to improve the 


main Blandford naa 
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Of W. Demers and others, inhabitants of St. Jean Les Chatlions, St. 

Pierre Les Becqu Becguets, and St. Edouard de Gentilly; praying atd to construct 

a Road from a certain point in the Parish of St. Edouard de Gentilly to the 
limits of the Parish of St. Jean Les Chaillons, to erect a Bridge over the 
Riviére aux Ortgnaux, and - to improve certain hills on that route. 

Of John M'Intosh, of the Township of London; praying remmeratton for 
certain articles furnished by him to the Milttta under Colonel Kerby, dur- 
ing the late Rebellton. 

Of John Geary of London, in the District of London; praying payment 
of a certain amount due htm for labour performed upon the London and Brant- 
ford Road. 

Of Mrs. M. A. F. Viger, Prestdent, and other Ladies, Directresses of the 
Catholic Orphan Asylum of Montreal; praying for aid in support of that Insti- 
tutton. 

Of John M'Cuatg of St. Polycarpe; representing the undefined state of 
the boundary between the Township of Lancaster, in Upper Canada, and the 
Setgntory of New Longueuil, in Lower Canada, and the disturbances endured 
by those in possesston of land in that Setgntory in consequence thereof, and 
praying reltef. 











(40) 

Of Louts Leclere and others, of Ste. Anne des Monts and Cape Chat, in 
the District of Gaspé; praying that their settlements may be “made inte into a 
separate Municipality, having tts seat at Ste. Anne des Monts. 

Of Joseph Vallée and others, of Ste. Anne des Monts and Cape Chat, in 
the District of Gaspé; praying for the construction of a Road fri from the 
furthest inhabited parts of Matane to Cape Chat. 

Of the Reverend J. Doucet and others, of the Partsh of St. Jean Baptiste 
de L'Iste Verte, in the County of Rimouskt, and of the Chtefs and other 
Indians residing tn the Townshtp in the rear of the Setgniory of L'Isle 
Verte, and belonging to the satd Indians; praying aid for a Road leading 
to the Lake Temtscouata. 

Of R. d. Millar and others, of Durham and other Townshtps; praytng atd 
to continue the Quebee Road from the terminus of the Arthabaska Road in King- 
sey, until tt forms a junction with the Road leading from Sherbrooke to 
Montreal. 

Of G. L. Marler and others, of the District of Three Rivers; praying 
that the offtces of Notary and Registrar may be declared incompattble with 
each other, and that the same tndtvtdual be prohtbited from filling both 
those offices at the same time. 

Of the Reverend A. Lefrangots and others, of the Parish of St. Augustin, 
tn the District of Quebec; praying for a grant of money to macadamize the 
Road from Hough's Farm, tn the Parish of L'Anctenne Lorette, to the diviston 
Line between the Setgntortes of Neuville and Demaure, passing by the St. 
Augustin Church. 

Of Samuel muel Anderson and others, of the Townshtp of Rawdon, and of the 
Parishes of St. . Jacques and St. Charles Borromée; praytng ing that the Common 
School Aet may be so amended as to relieve them from certain disabilities 
under whteh they now labour. 

Of Marcel Lymburmner and others, of the Partsh of St. Stanislas de 


Batiscan, tn the County of Champlain; praying for the anendment of the 
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Educatton Law. 

Of I. Toutant and others, of Champlain and other Parishes, in the County 
of Champlain; praying for the repeal of the Muntctpal Act, and the amendment 
of the Educatton Law. 

Of F. A. M'Donald and others, of the District of Montreal; praying that 
certain ranges tn the Townshtp of Upton may be annexed to the County of Shef- 

ord. 

Of the Muntetpal Counetl of the District of Neweastle; praying for 
eertatn amendments to the Common School Act. 

Of the Munictpal Counetl of the Distrtet of Niagara; praying that the 
Queenston and Grimsby macadantzed Road when made, may be continued on the 
old line through the Village of Jordan, in the Township of Louth. 

Of the Muntetpal Counetl of the District of Niagara; praying for the 
passing of an Act to authorize them to provide for the maintenance of tnsane 
destitute persons tn that District. 

Of the Muntetpal Council of the District of Niagara; representing the 
injurtous effect whitch the duty tmposed upon spirituous liquors distilled 
within the Province has upon the agricultural interests thereof, and pray- 
tng a constderatton of the premises. 

Of the Muntetpal Counetl of the District of Niagara; praying certain 
amendments to the Law respecting Surveyors and the measurement of Lands. 

Of the Muntetpal Counetl of the District of Niagara; representing the 
destre for the conftrmatton of certain usages, and for certain alterattons 
tn the boundaries of the Townships of Dunn, Canborough, Moulton, and_Sher- 
brooke; and praying the action of the House thereon. 

Of the Muntectpal Countl of the District of Ntagara; praying that parties 
in the Townshtp of Ratnham whose lots of land have been dimintshed by defining 
the Boundary Line of the satd Townshtp, may be indemnified therefor. 

Of the Muntetpal Council of the District of Niagara; praying that the 
Townshtp of Cayuga may be divtded into two Townships, to be called North 
and South Cayaga respectively. 

Of the Muntetpal Counetl of the District of Niagara; representing 
that no Regtstry Office and Vaults have been built tn the County of Haldi- 
mand, according to the Act 9 Vite. ec. 34, sec. 19, in consequence of por- 
tions of the satd County betng sttuated in three different Districts, and 
praying that spectal proviston be made in the premises. 

Of the Muntctpal Counetl of the District of Ntagara; praying that sutt- 
able measures may be taken for the reconstruction of the Monument on Queens- 
ton Heights to the memory of the late Major-General Stir Isaac Brock. 

Of George Taylor and others, of Stanstead; praying a grant for the butild- 
ing and support of an Institution for deaf and dumb persons. 

Of the Muntetpal Counetl of the District of Niagara; representing the 
present unhealthy state of the vicinity of the River Welland, and praytng 
that the Cut at the outlet thereof may be widened and deepened, and that 
other improvements be made to render that vicinity more healthy. 

Of the Muntctpal Counetl of the Distriet of Niagara; praying that the 
Munictpal Councils may be authorized to hold lands for burying grounds, and 
to levy assessments and make by-laws for the purchase and management of the 
same. 

Of the Munictpal Council of the District of Niagara; praying the adoption 
of certain measures to select and establish a more central stte for the 
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Distrtct Hane of that District. 

Of Louts s Denys and others, of St. Frangots de la Beauce, and other places; 
praying -atd to improve the Lambton Road, and to “construct a a Bridge over the 
River Chaudiére, tn the County of Dorchester. 

OF Gar. Ridout, Esquire, on behalf of the Toronto Athenaeum; praying a 
complete set of the Journals of the House since the Union of the Provinces, 

as also of Upper and Lower Canada previous to the Union, and any other works 
the House may deem meet for the use of the Library of that Instttutton. 

Of Antoine Légaré and others, of the Parish of Ste. Foye, in the County 
of Quebec; praying the repeal oF the existing Munictpal Law, and for the 
re-establtshment of Partsh Muntetpaltttes. 

Of Edouard Noxmand, of Cap de la Magdeletne; praying an enquiry tnto 
the proceedings of the Board of Works respecting hts clatms for damages sus- 
tained and lands taken by them, and for the payment of hts satd claims. 

Of J. Birch and others, of Quebec; praying an investigation of their 
losses by tne salting oF the Government Wall and the Rock beneath tt, tnto 
Champlain Street, tn the year 1841, tn order that they may be compensated 
therefor. 

Of J. B. Martin, of the Parish of St. Paschal, tn the County of Kamour- 
aska, Esquire; praytng the payment of certain claims held by htm agatnst 
the Late Muntetpal Counetl of the satd District. 

Of Vineent Dubé and others, of Ste. Anne de la Pocattére, and of the 
Township of Ixworth, in the County aye of Kamouraska; } praying a grant of money 
to continue the Government Road commencing at the third concession of Ste. 
Anne. 

Of the Reverend Robert R. Burrage, of Quebec; representing the losses 
sustained by him, and the services he rendered tn behalf of Education tn 
that City, and praying for a provtston for the rematnder of his itfe. 


(41) 
Of the Trustees of the Sherbrooke Academy; praying the usual atd in 
support of that Academy. 








Petttton of Resolved, That the Petition of the Muntctpal Counetl 
Niagara Muni- of the District of Niagara (divtston of Cayuga,) 
etpal Counetl. be referred to a Select Committee, composed of Mr. 


Thompson, Mr. Merrttt, Mr. M' Farland, Mr, Webster, 
and Mr. Notman, to examine the contents thereof, and to report thereon 
with all conventent speed, by Btll or otherwise; with power to send for 
persons, papers, and records. 


OF Ca BER Csy, Resolved, That the Petitton of Charles Berezy and 
and others; others, of the City of Toronto, be referred to 


a Select Committee, composed of Mr. Morrison, 
the Honorable Mr. Sherwood, the Honorable Mr. Boulton, Mr. Smith of Dine 
ham, and Mr. Wetenhall, to examine the contents thereof, and to report 
thereon with all conventent speed, by Bill or otherwise; with power to send 


for persons, papers, and records. 





Ntagara Munt- Resolved, That the Petitton of the Muntetpal Counetl 
etpal Council. of the Distrtet of Niagara, (Doekstader Tract) be 


referred to a Select Committee, composed of Mr. 


Thompson, the Honorable Mr. Boulton, Mr. M'Farland, Mr. Merritt, and Mr. 
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Webster, to examine the contents thereof, and to report thereon with all 
conventent speed, by Bill or otherwise; with power to send for persons, 
papers, and records. 


Niagara Muntetpal Resolved, That the Petttton of the Muniectpal Council 
Counetl referred. of the District of Ntagara, (Register Office in 


; Halditmand,) be referred to a Select Committee, 
composed of Mr. Thompson, Mr. Notman, Mr. Merritt, Mr. Smith of Wentworth 


Te pid ee cad ae nes Oe 
and Mr. M'Farland, to examine the contents thereof, and to report thereon 


wtth all conventent speed; with power to send for persons, papers, and records. 


Brock's Mr. Thompson moved, seconded by Mr. M'Farland, 2 
Monument. and the Questton betng put, That the Petttion of the 


Muntetpal Council of Niagara, (Brock's Monwnent) be 
referred to a Select Committee, composed of Str Allan N. MacNab, the Honor- 
able Mr. Sherwood, Mr. Merritt, Mr. M'Farland, and the mover, to examine 


the contents thereof, and to report thereon with all convenient speed; with 
power to send for persons, papers, and records.3 


SIR A. MACNAB could not imagine what thepetitioners wanted or what4 


power the house had in this matter, which was entirely of a private nature. 
It was certainly a private subscription® under the management of a committee 


appointed by the subscribers.’ If the petitioners wanted information as 
to what was doing in the matter, he, as Chairman of the Committee for the 
reconstruction of Brock's monument, could give it them; or, if they wished 
to know the state of the funds, Mr. Ridout8, Cashier to the Upper Canada 
Bank, at Toronto, who was Treasurer of the funds? , would be happy to inform 
them officially. A charge had been brought against the committee of being 
tardy in commencing the work.10 The delay ... had been only caused by a 


desire to accumulate funds to carry out the object. A private subscription 


was commenced for the rebuilding of the Monument a number of years ago--, 
The original amount subscribed was little more than £2,7000: the lowest 
estimate received for the erection of a suitable monument was £5,000. The 
committee had applied to the Administration of Sir Charles Bagot, and that 
of Metcalfe for aid but could get none either from them or Parliament. 13 
The Committee ... did not think it expedient to commence their work until 
they had obtained a larger suml4, What did the committee do then? Why15 
Messrs. Street and Robinson were appointed to invest the money in Govern- 
ment Debentures and Bank Stock, where it still remained. Last winter the 
Cashier of the Bank of Upper Canada sent a statement to him, by which the 


capital now appeared, in consequence of the interest accrued, to about £5,00 


All the arrangements for proceeding with the work were now complete, and 
early in the spring?’ it was intended to give out the contract for erect- 
ing the monument. + 


have remembered the adage, "A man always grows rich if he minds his own 
business, "21 
MR. MERRITT said the petition had been presented year after year, pray- 


ing the house to inquire into this matter; and meeting after meeting had 
been held respecting it. The people wanted to know why the monument had 


OeeP 


But what could the petitioners want even of this explan- 
ation! last year a statement of the accounts were (sic) published1l? by him, 
and went the round of the newspapers. He considered the petition offensive, 
and the petitioners officious, before interfering in the matter, they should 
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not been finished. He believed that the committee had acted judiciously 

and that inquiry could do no harm. He thought, therefore, that the committee 
should be appointed to report what had been done; so that when the money 
became large enough, the monument might be rebuilt. That could do no harn, 
and it would give satisfaction. <2 


COL. PRINCE said the only objection which he had to the motion, was that 
he looked upon the monument as a private affair. Public bodies who had 
the right to appear in Courts of law, shovld not come to that High Court of 
Parliament, to get matters settled, which ought to be investigated elsewhere. 
The District Councils had no right to interfere; and he would vote against 
the motion. If there was anything wrong in the conduct of the committee, 
the parties could bring the matter before the courts. 


MR. THOMPSON said that the Municipal Council had a perfect right to 
petition the house against all grievances. The original monument was built 
by a public grant; and a subscription had been raised throughout the Province 
to rebuild it. The money was paid in good faith long ago, and a Committee 
appointed to carry out their intention. The public had a right to know what 
had been done. He thought the matter had been neglected, and he hoped that 
an investigation would take place, because he was certain it would redound 
to the credit of the Committee.24 


MR. ROBINSON was afraid that the interference of the House would retard 
the progress of the work. The hon. member for Hamilton's statements were 
correct, and although the Committee was appointed by the House, and called 
all Montreal before it, it could not give any farther (sic) information. The 
plans adopted by the Committee was (sic) disiiked by some persons near 
Queenston, who wished to have the plan altered, and to have a stair running 
up inside of the column. 


MR. J.S. MACDONALD ee ae) considered it to be a public affair, and 
was in favor of the motion.2 


MR. BOULTON thought that if the House enquired about Brock's Monument, 
it might as well make enquiries about the Tecumseth and Metcalfe Monuments. 


MR. H. SHERWOOD considered the matter as a public one, as the money had 
been subscribed by the militia of Upper Canada in consequence of a general 
order. No person gave anything unless as a militia officer. 


MR. BOULTON.--I did.2? 


MR. H. SHERWOOD.--The hon. member was mistaken--(laughter)--he was not 
in the country at the time .39 


MR. BOULTON.--I was. 
MR. H. SHERWOOD.--He thought he was mistaken--was he here in 1838732 
MR. BOULTON.--I was.33 


MR. H. SHERWOOD.--Well, he was under the impression that he was not. 
The Committee should be appointed to make inquiries as to the money collected, 
and the additional sum required, and would, he imagined, ask the house to 
grant that sum.34 ((He)) could not explain how it was that the subscription 
money for monuments always disappeared--and for other things as well. They 
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all knew that the silver medals for the Militia, of 1819, had disappeared 
very mysteriously--very. 35 


MR. BOULTON stated that he was in the country in 1838, and although he 
was not in the Militia he subscribed $10 which he paid into the hands of the 
hon. member for Huron. 36 


SIR A. MACNAB said no order was ever issued calling upon the Militia to 
subscribe to the monument, but a resolution was passed asking Militia Offi- 
cers to subscribe and requiring them to lay the matter before their men. 

A day's pay amounting with other subscriptions to upwards of £2,700 was 
subscribed, and a Committee was appointed to carry the object into effect.3/ 


MR. CAYLEY said that the petition complained of delay and expressed a 
desire that the plan for the Monument should be altered. The hon. member 
for Hamilton had stated the work would be begun in Spring, and the Committee 
alone had power to decide about the plan. 


MR. MERRITT regretted that the member for Hamilton had opposed the inves- 
tigation. > 


SIR A. MACNAB.--What investigation do you want?40 
MR. MERRITT.--He wanted information. 4l 
SIR A. MACNAB.--You have it.%2 


MR. MERRITT. The petition requested that an open column be erected instead 
of an obelisk. It had been asked what business had the Niagara District 
Council with the Monument. They had a greater interest in it than any other 
District; they had subscribed more in their County than in any other; it was 
there that the Monument was to be erected. Obelisks were now obsolete. None 
had been erected during the last two centuries, and none were ever erected 
on high places but always on plains. The people wanted an open Monument 
from which they could survey the Country round. 


MR. CAMERON--said the hon. member stated that no obelisk had been 
erected during the last two centuries.44 


MR. MERRITT. Except one in Glasgow, one in Dublin, and one in France. 4? 


MR. CAMERON.--He would like to know if it was not an obelisk that was 
erected on Bunker's Hill. Was that a plain? Was not the Monument erected 
in the Cove of Cork to Father Mathew an obelisk, or an obstacle as the people 
there called it? and was it not erected upon a commanding spot? he could not 
see what business the house had to do with the matter more than with the Com- 
mittee for the relief of the destitute and suffering Irish and Scotch. 46 


Several other members ((spoke a few words)).47 
(41) 
The House divided; and the names betng called for, they were taken down; 
as follow:-- 
YEAS. 
Messteurs Burritt, Macdonald of GLENGARRY, M'Farland, Merritt, Nelson, 
Sauvageau, Smith of WENTWORTH, Thompson, and Watts.--(9.) 
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NAYS. 

Messteurs Badgley, Beaubien, Bell, Boulton of NORFOLK, Cameron of CORN- 
WALL, Cayley, Chabot, Chauveau, Christie, Crysler, Cuthbert, Daly, Davignon, 
Drummond, Duchesnay, DeWitt, Flint, Fortier, Fournter, Fourqutn, Gugy, Guil- 
let, Hall, Holmes, Jobin, Johnson, Laterrtére, Laurin, Lemieux, Lyon, Mac- 
donald of KINGSTON, Str Allan N. MacNab, Malloch, Marquis, M'Conneil, M'Lean, 
Mongenats, Morrtson, Notman, Paptneau, Prince, Robinson, Scott of TWO MOUN- 
TAINS, Seymour, Sherwood of BROCKVILLE, Smith of DURHAM, Smith of FRONTENAC, 


Stevenson, Taché, Webster, and Wetenhall.--(61.) 








So tt passed tn the Negattve. 


MR. H. BOULTON4S rose49 from his seat°° and said he was charged with a 
message from his Excellency the Governor General.-1 


MR. MORIN. The hon. gentleman will bring it up.?2 


MR. H. BOULTON was proceeding to deliver the ... ((message)) to the 
Speaker, when there were loud cries of "from the bar."93 


SIR A. MACNAB. The Hon. gentleman should have brought it in from the 
bar of the House!54 


MR. H. BOULTON. That is the English practice, but it has not been so 
here. > 


MR. MORIN took the Message from the hands of the hon. member, remarking, 
that, although, stricly (sic) speaking, all Messages ought to be delivered 
at the bar, the House was in the habit of receiving them from members stand- 
ing in their place. He was about to read the Message, when Sir Allan 
MacNab rose. © 


SIR A. MACNAB rose and said he thought the Message should be delivered 
at the bar: that was the invariable custom in England. Sir Robert Peel,>/ 
for example, when he had a Message to deliver, went to the bar, and stood 
there resting his elbow on it until he caught the Speaker's eye, when he 
delivered the Message. 


MR. DALY said it had been the invariable practice, during the last two 
or three Sessions, to deliver all Messages at the Bar of the house. >? 


MR. MORIN said that such was the proper course, but he did not think 
it had been strictly followed by the house, and that he supposed that the 
house would allow the hon. member to deliver it from his place. He was 
about to read the Message®0, 


He was stopped by loud cries of "from the bar''®l amid great merriment®2, 
MR. MORIN then handed the Message back to Mr. Boulton®3. 


MR. H. BOULTON, amidst great laughter, went to the bar, and stood there, 
resting his arm on it, in imitation of what SIR A. MACNAB had described to 
be the manner of Sir Robert Peel®4, 


MR. MORIN having observed the signal, lifted his cocked hat. 65 


MR. H. BOULTON, making a very formal obeisance to the house ... stated©6; 
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Mr. Speaker, I am charged with a message from his Excellency the Governor- 
General, signed by himself.67 


MR. MORIN.--Bring up the message. 08 


MR. H. BOULTON proceeded, amidst loud laughter and applause, to place 
the ... ((message)) in the Speaker's hands.6? 


(41) 
Message from The Honorable Mr. Boulton delivered to Mr. Speaker 
Hits Excellency. a Message from His Excellency the Governor General, 


stgned by His Excellency. 
Miao) BOULTON retired to his seat. /0 


(41) 
And the satd Message was read by Mr. Speaker, all the Members of the 
House being uncovered; and ts as followeth:-- 


ELGIN AND KINCARDINE. 

Despatches. The Governor General transmits, for the tnforma- 
tion of the Legislative Assembly, coptes of the several 

Despatches from Her Majesty's Secretary of State enumerated in the annexed 

Schedule. 


Government House, 
Montreal, 15th March, 1848. 


Schedule of Despatches accompanying the Governor General's Message to the 
Legtslative Assembly of 15th March, 1848. 



















110 édlst July, 1847 Respecting the Navigation Laws. 

114 14th August, 1847 In reply to the Jotnt Address praying 
that the Assent may be given to the 
Reserved Civil List Btil. 

Circular. 25th September, 1847 | Respecting an Act passed by the Imper- 
tal Paritament for the Naturaltzatton 
of Altens. 

124 25th September, 1847 | On the subject of the above. 

128 13th October, 1847 In reply to the Address of the Assembly 
praying for the removal of all Duttes 
on Canadtan Produce. 

165 23rd October, 1847 Respecting the Survey of the Haltfax 
and Quebec Ratlroad. 

136 18th November, 1847 Respecting the Railway Bills of last 





Sesston. 
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eapui Downing Street, 

Be gage 31st July, 1847. 
Navigation My Lord, ; 
Laws. I have to acknowledge the recetpt of your Lord- 


ship's Despatch, Wo. 16, of the 24th of March, trans- 
mitting for my constderatton the copy of a Memorial presented to you by the 
Montreal Board of Trade, in which the Memorialtsts invite your Lordship's 
attention not only to several measures relating to the ftscal and commercial 
regulations of Canada, whtch it ts the peculiar province of the Canadian 
Legislature to deal with, but also to the advantages whtch, as the Memortal- 
tsts contend, would result from a modtftcatton of the Navtgatton Laws of the 
United Kingdom, and from the removal of the restrictions at present applic- 
able to the Navigation of the St. Lawrence by foretgn vessels. 

The toptes whitch the Montreal Board of rete have urged upon your notice, 
tn such foretble and appropriate terms, are entitled to, and wtll recetve, 
the most attentive constderatiton of Her Majesty's Government. But we are 
not enabled at present to enter tnto any dtscusston respecting the effect of 
the Navigation Laws upon the Trade of Canada, as we have not yet had an 
opportunity of reading and constdering the evidence which was taken by the 
Committee of the House of Commons, appotnted during the late Session, to 
enquire into the expediency of modifying those laws. In the meantime I have 
caused thts Memorial to be laid before the Committee, tn order that in 
constdering the important subject referred to them, they may be aware of 
the views entertatned by the Montreal Board of Trade. 

With regard to that part of the Memortal which relates espectally to the 
Navigation of the St. Lawrence by foreign vessels, I have to state, that, 
although thts questton ts also connected with the general Laws of Navigation, 
tt may perhaps be posstble to deal with tt separately, and to comply wholly 
or partially with the applicatton of the Memortalists, even though tt should 
be deetded to leave the rest of the Navigation Laws untouched. 
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The very fact, however, of thts betng a peculiarly Canadian question, 
and, as such, admitting of a separate solution, renders tt more than commonly 
tmportant that the sense of the Canadian Legislature and of the inhabitants 
of the Provinee should be clearly ascertained before any attempt ts made 
to effect a settlement of tt; and, however great may be the consideration 
justly due to the body from which thts Memortal proceeds, Her Majesty's Gov- 
ernment would not feel justified in coming to any final dectston upon a 
questton so matertally affecting not only the foretgn relations, and the 
commerce of the emptre at large, but also the spectal fiscal tnterests of 
Canada, without a formal expression on the part of the Provincial Legtslature, 
of its approbation and concurrence. An opportunity of ascertaining the vtews 
of that body wtll probably be afforded by the recent communtcatton whteh I 
have made to your Lordshtp respecting the proposal to allow vessels of the 
United States to pass through part of the inland waters of Canada in voyages 
from Fort Cov: Covington to Lake Champlain. Should tt appear, from the discussion 
that may arise on thts proposttion, that the Provinetal Legtslature ts dectd- 
edly in favor of opening the Navigation of the St. Lawrence to foreign vessels, 
thts subject shall receive the serious constderation of Her Majesty's Govern- 
ment, tn order that such measures may be adopted as may appear to be best 
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caleulated to promote the common interest of this country and of Canada, 

in providing that any changes which it may be expedient to effect in the 
regulations under which the commercial intercourse between the United States 
and the Brittsh domtntons ts now carrted on, may be settled upon the prin- 
ctple of giving equal advantages to both parties. 

If, however, any change of this kind should ultimately be considered 
expedtent, I need hardly potnt out to your Lordship that it will be of the 
greatest tmportance to avoid giving a right to any but British subjects to 
navigate the St. Lawrence; tf ctttzens of the United States should be per- 
mitted to do so, the permisston must be granted upon the clearest under- 
standing that tt may at any time be wtthdrawn at the pleasure of Her Majesty's 
Government. 

Perhaps tt will be expedient further to limtt the duration of any such 
tndulgence to a pertod of five or ten years, unless expressly renewed. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed, ) GREY. 








The Right Honorable 
The Earl of Elgin and Kitneardtine, 


Rovio Maes ame 
gs Downing Street, 
‘ che 14th August, 1847. 
Civtl List My Lord, 
BOLL. I have to acknowledge the recetpt of your Lordship's 


Despateh, No. 70, of the 13th July, transmitting a Joint 
Address to the Queen, from the Legtslattve Counetl and Assembly of Canada, 
praytng that Her Majesty would be pleased to assent to a Btll passed tn the 
last Sesston of the Provitnetal Parliament of Canada, tntituled, "An Act for 
granting a Civtl List to Her Majesty." 

Having laid thts Address before the Queen, I have received Her Majesty's 

commands to tnstruct your Lordshtp to acquatnt the respective Houses of 
the Legislature of Canada, that the Imperial Parltament having, by an Act 
passed tn the late Sesston, empowered Her Majesty, with the advice of Her 
Council, to assent to the Bill referred to in thetr Address, measures will 
be taken at next Council for spectally confirming the same. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed, ) GREY. 


The Right Honorable 
The Earl of Elgin and Kincardine, 
Ge., G@@., &c. 


ia Downing Street, 

Recs 25th September, 1647. 
Naturalization My Lord, 

of Altens. In the last Sesston of Parltament, an Act was 


passed "for the Naturaltzation of Altens," 10th and 


11th Vie. chap. 83. JI herewith enclose a copy of tt. 
The Preamble of that Act explains briefly the circumstances in whtch it 
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originated. In almost all the British Colontes, laws had, of late years, 
been enacted, the object of which was to impart the privileges of natural- 
born British subjects to Aliens tnhabttitng the Colontes tn whtch those 
enactments were made. On referring those Acts to the successtve Law Offt- 
cers of the Crown, tt appeared from thetr answers to such references, to 

be a matter of great doubt whether they were valid and effectual for their 
purpose, and whether the Queen could properly be advtsed to confirm them. 
The prinetpal ground of this doubt was the extstence in the British Statute 
Book, of vartous general Acts respecting the Naturaltzatton of Aliens, some 
of which Acts of Parliament, and especially the Statute 7 and 8 Vie. chap. 
66, were supposed by Her Majesty's legal advtsers to extend to, and to be 
in force throughout the Brittsh Colonies. But the Colonial Acts in ques- 
tion betng found to be in several respects at vartance with, and repugnant 
to, those Acts of Parltamnent, tt was inferred that such Colontal Enactments 
were null and void, etther in whole or in part. 

To obvtate a coneluston replete with so much tneonventence, and recom- 
mended by no asstgnable advantage, Her Majesty's Government recommending 
to Parliament, in thetr last Sesston, the passing of the Act whtch I now 
enclose. 

The result of that Act ts, jiret, tosgive valtdi cyto. art CVolontal 
Naturalization Acts formerly passed, and to declare that they shall be 
taken to have been valtd from the time of thetr enactment. Secondly, the 
Act then proceeds to provide that all Naturaltzatton Acts then proceeds 
to provide that all Naturalization Acts whitch shall hereafter be passed 
by any Colontal Legislature, shall, wtthin the limits of the Colony, have 
the force of law, any Law or Statute to the contrary notwithstanding. But, 
thtrdly, both the retrospective and the prospective operatton of the 10th 
and 11th Vie. chap. 88, ts confined to Colonial Acts whitch authorize the 
enjoyment of the privileges of naturalizatton within the limits of the Colony 
within whteh such Acts shall have been, or shall be made. It also declares, 
fourthly, that all such Naturalization Laws shall be subject to the rules 
whtch regulate the enactment and disallowance of Colonial Laws on any other 
subject. And, finally, tt declares that the 7th and 8th Vic. chap. 66, does 
not extend to the Brittsh Colontes. 

The result of these enactments wtll be to remove all doubts which have 
hitherto prevented the conftrmation of vartous Naturaltzatton Acts of the 
different British Colontes, and to ascertain the competency of the Colontal 
Legtslatures to confer on Aliens the privtleges of natural-born British 
subjects, tf the exeretse of those privileges be limtted to the particular 
Colony tn whtch the enactment may be made. 

t may obviate a posstble misconception to add, that, inasmuch as that 
part of the Navigation Act whtch confines to Brittsh subjects the ownership 
of British regtstered Shipping ts not repealed, but continues in full force, 
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the dtsabtltty of an-Alten naturaltzed under a Colonial Act to own such Ship- 
ping, ts not removed by the- accompanying Statute 10 and 11 Vie. chap. 83.. It 
would, tndeed, be at vartance with the terms of that Act to claim such a pri- 
vtlege in pursuance of tt, inasmuch as the privileges which it authorizes 
the Colontal Legislatures to confer, are expressly restricted to the limits 
of the Colony within whteh they may so be conferred. 
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I propose,in a series of separate Despatches, to advert to, and dtspose 
of the partteular questions of this kind which have hitherto been pending; 
those separate Despatches betng of course addressed to the Governors of those 
Colontes only tn whitch any such questions have arisen. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed, ) GREY. 
The Right Honorable 
The Earl of Elgtn and Kineardine, 


Ge. feces Ges 
(Copy. ) f 
ioe Downing Street, 
25th September, 1847. 
My Lord, 


Referring to my accompanying Despatch on the subject of the Naturaltza- 
tion of Altens, I have to observe, that under the circumstances there men- 
ttoned, tt ts now competent to the Legislature of Canada to remove, if such 
should be their pleasure, the difftcultties to whitch the various Despatches 
of the years 1845 and 1846 refer, wtth the exceptton only that it is not 
competent to the Canadian Legislature to impart to any Alten the right to 
become an owner or part owner tn any registered British Ship. 





I have, &c. 
(Stgned, ) GREY. 
The Rtght Honorable 
The Earl of Elgin and Kincardine, 


GC GCaee: 
ee Downtng Street, 
: : 13th October, 1847. 
Duttes on My Lord, 
Canadtan I have recetved your Lordship's Despatch, No. 72, 
Produce. of the 26th July, tn which you transmit an Address 


to the Queen from the Legtslative Assembly of Canada, 
praying for the removal of all Duttes in the United Kingdom, on the Produce 
of that Provtnee. 

I have to tnstruct your Lordship to acquatnt the House of Assembly that 
I have latd thetr Address before the Queen, and that Her Majesty has been 
pleased to recetve it very gractously, and to command that the following 
answer be returned through your Lordshtp to thetr application. 

In order that the wtshes of the House of Assembly might be justly appre- 
etated, a Statement has been prepared, shewitng the nature and quantities of 
the pritnetpal Artteles of Commerce which were imported into the United King- 
dom from the Brittsh North American Possesstons during each of the years 1843, 
1844, and 1845, together with the past and present rates of Duty thereon 
where any have been chargeable. 

From this Statement (of whtch a copy ts herewith annexed) the House of 
Assembly wtll perceive that with the exception of three articles, viz: Butter, 
Cheese, and Clover Seed, upon whtch moderate Duties still extst for the 
necessary purpose of Revenue, all articles of Canadian Produce are now admt- 
ted for consumption in thts Country, etther free of Duty or at rates purely 
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nominal, and that with reference to the Duttes upon those three articles, 
the rates are very much less than those charged upon the same articles the 
produce of, and imported from Foretgn Countries. It ts matertal to observe 
also that as English Manufactures are ltable to Revenue Duttes in Canada 
of an amount equal to the Duttes paid on stmilar articles imported into the 
Provinee from Foreign Countrtes, the enttre abolitton of Duttes on the 
tmportatton of Canadtan Produce into the United Kingdom would, tf acceded 
to on the grounds urged by the Assembly, require the necessary repeal of 
all Canadian Duttes levted on British Produce, a measure whtch would, I 
apprehend, occaston sertous tneonventence to the Provinetal Treasury, unless 
the deftetency arising therefrom were met by some other mode of taxatton. 

On these grounds I have felt that tt would be not conststent wtth my 
duty to advise Her Majesty to recommend to Parliament that any measure should 
be passed etther for complytng with the appltcation of the House of Assembly 
for the removal of all Duties levted in thts Kingdom on the Produce of Canada, 
or for sanecttoning a devtatiton from the poltcy whitch the Legislature has 
deltberately adopted with regard to differential Duties. 

I have, &c. 


The Right. Honorable (Signed, ) GREY. 


The Earl of Elgin and Kincardine, 
&C, GC. &C. 
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STATEMENT shewtng the Quantities of vartous Articles tmported into the United 
Kingdom from the British North Amertcan Colontes, tn each of the years 
1843, 1844, and 1845, shewtng also the Rates of Duty payable tn each of 
the years, and also under the Tartff of 1846. 





1843. 
ae ee RATERS OF DUTY. 


Ay eT eT Ar TES &: 


Ashes, Pearl and 


Pot ewts. || 156,880 | Free 6d. per cut. 
Bark for tanning S| ears ee dd. *per cut. OG. 100 
Butter if 3,962 | Se. do a do 
Cheese a 99 | 2s. 6d. do 10s. 6d...do 
CORN, vtzZ.:-- 
Wheat qrs. 20,257 | 1s. to 5s. per qr.*|ls. to 20s. per qr. 
Barley id 835 | 6d. 286d. do 1s wis onrtdo 
Oats 264 16d. do do 1s. Se. St do 
Peas and Beans y 859553) Cd 3a. do Jet 11s. 6d. do 
Wheatmeal and 
Flour cwts. || 326,163 | 4 1/8d. tols. 8Y8d.j4 1/8 d. 6s. 103d. 
p. cut. f cut. 
: Wet, Id. p. cwt. |8d. per cwt. 
Hides, untanned 3,416 é eyed: me 6d. Ap \ 


Otl, Spermacett tuns. 295 |} 1s. per tum. £15 per tun. 


ACh 2 Ck oe. 


Oil, other tuns. 
SEEDS, vtZ.:-- 
Clover cwts 
Linseed and 
Flaxseed qrs. 


SKINS AND FURS, viz. :-- 


Bear, Undressed No. 


Beaver, do u 
Deer, do " 
Goat, do " 
Martin, do a 
Mink, do " 
Musquash, do 4 
Otter, do ud 
Seal, do Us 
Tallow cuts. 
Wax, Bees' uf 
Whale-fins " 


WOOD AND TIMBER, vt2.:-- 


Deals, Battens, 


spltt toads 

Do do, not 

sau, " 

Lathwood fathoms. 

Staves Loads. 
Wool, Sheeps' lbs. 
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1846. 







Cotontal. 


qr. 






. each. 
do 
zd. do 
. per dozen 
. each. 
sdaedo 

; per 100 

. each 

. per dozen 
do cwt. 
do do 
do tun. 















539,455 . per load 









578,172 
5,177 
43,903 


13,125 


» Go* do 
. do fathan 
» do load 















RATES OF DUTY. 


Foretgn. 


per tun. 


eeoeeeteoeeeeeeseseeeeee 


. per dozen 

. each, 

do. 

. per 100 

Is. each 

4s. per dozen 

és. 2d per cut. 

2s do 

per cent. ad val. 


32s. per load 
25s. do 

40s. per fathom 
28. do load 


aero ia. ber Lb, 


* From 10th October, 1843, the Duty on Canadian Wheat was ls. per quarter, 
and on Canadian Wheat Meal and Flour, 4-1/8d. per cut. 
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SB 


Ah eC feiao. 


Seal, Undressed No. 


Tallow cuts. 
Wax, Bees' uf 
Whale-fins tT 


WOOD AND TIMBER, 
VLB.i-- 


Deals, Battens, &c. 
saum or spltt loads. 
Do Go, 10% 

sawn loads. 
Lathwood fathoms. 
Staves loads. 


Wool, Sheeps' lbs. 


460,150 
752 

13 

59 


392, 830 


545, 820 
4,688 
44,180 


12, 887 


1844, 


RATES OF DUTY. 


Cotontal. 


per dozen 


per cut. 
do 


per tun 


per load 


do 
per fathom 
per load 





1845, 





Cotontal. 






4s. per dozen 438,909 | Free 









Sead. per cur. 797 \3d. per cut. 
28. do 11 | Free 
£20 p. cent. 453 |do 


Gd. Dabs 





32s. per load 





489,602 |2s. per load 












258. 789,769 |\1e. do 
40s. 6,853 |1s. per fathom 
28s. 6,002 (28. do. toad 








Free 18,280 |Free 





RATES (Ole DIE 5 


Foretgn. 


Free 


38s.2d. per cwt. 

Free 

£20 p. cent. 
ad. val. 


32s. per load 


258. do 
40s. p. fathom 
28s. do load 


Free 
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Ale Pele Gti tees 


Ashes, Pearl and 
and Pot 

Bark for tanning 
Butter 

Cheese u 


CORN, vtz.:-- 
Wheat qrs. 
Barley 
Oats i 
Peas and Beans 
Wheatmeal and 
Flour cuts. 


tdes untanned 
Otl, Spermacett tums. 
Otl, other uf 


SEEDS, vigz.:-~- 


Clover cuts. 
Linseed and 
Flaxseed ors. 


SKINS AND FURS, vtzZ.:-- 
Bear, Undressed Wo. 
Beaver, do if 


Deer, do n 
Goat, do 
Martin, do a 
Mink, do ‘ 
Musquash, do tt 
Otter, do ‘ 
Seal, do 
Tallow cuts. 
Wax, Bees’ us 
Whale-fins tt 


WOOD AND TIMBER, vtZ.:- 
Deals, Battens, &c. 


sawn or split loads. 
Do, do not sawn " 

Lathwood fathoms. 
Staves loads. 


Wool, Sheeps' ec 


Cotontal. 
Free 
do 
as. 6d. per cut. 
18. cca. do 
18. per gr. 
do do 
do do 
do do 
43d. per ewt. 
Free 
do 
do 


2s.6d. per cut. 


Free 


Free 
do 
do 


is. per fathom 
2s. do toad 


1846. 


RATES OF DUTY. 


Foretgn. 
Free 
do 
10s. per cut. 
5s. do 


£o (vO L0Gee Per qr. 
2s. Ee ale) 


ig.o6d. GO 4s. per qr: 
ase LO. 0S. per Gr, 
teseedeetorsces order: 
Free 

£15 per tun. 

£6 do 


os. per cwtl. 


Free 


Free, 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
1s.6d. per cut. 
Free 


£20 per cent. ad. val. 


2s. per load 


LOG. do 

40s. per fathom. 
Leow waGe toda. 
Free 


Cut. 
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(45) 
(Copy. ) Downing Street, 
No. 183. 23rd October, 1847. 
Haltfax and My Lord, 
Quebec Ratl- A favorable Report having reached Her Majesty's 
road. Government as to the practicabiltty of constructing 


one good line of Ratlway between Halifax and Quebec, 
tt appears to Her Majesty's Government that the proper time has arrived for 
recalling the attention of the Legtslature of Canada to the Resolution pas- 
sed by the House of Assembly, on the 2nd June, 1846, pledging the House 
to defray tts fair proportion of the expense of the preliminary survey for 
the projected Ratlway. 

Instructtons have been given to Major Robinson, to transmit to your 
Lordship, and to the Lteutenant Governors of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, 
prectse statements of the amount of expenditure tneurred on this service for 
each Province, and on recetving the account for Canada your Lordship will 
communteate tt to the House of Assembly, and recommend that provtston be 
made for repaying to the British Treasury the amount advanced for the explor- 
ation in question, etther to the late Captain Pipon, or to Major Robinson 


° . e 7 ° ——_$_——’ 
up to the date mentioned tn the statement whitch will be submitted to you. 
I have, &c. 
(Stgned, ) GREY. 


The Rtght Honorable 
The Earl of Elgin and Ktneardine, 


&e. &c. &e. 
nae Downing Street, 
; j 18th November, 1847. 
Ratlway Bills. My Lord, 


I have had under my constderation seven Acts 
passed by the Legtslature of Canada during thetr last Sesston, and reserved 
by your Lordshtp for the stgniftcation of Her Majesty's pleasure. 

The numbers and Titles of these Bills are:-- 
Wo. 441. An Act to incorporate the Woodstock and Lake Erie Ratlway 
and Harbour Company. 
Wo. 442. An Act to tneorporate the Bytown and Britannia Ratlway Company. 
Yo. 443. An Act to tncorporate the Carillon and Grenvitle Ratiway 


No. 444, An Act to tneorporate the Lake St. Louis and Province Line 
Ratlway Company. 

No. 445. An Act to incorporate the Montreal and Province Line Junettion 
Ratlway Company. 

No. 446. An Act to incorporate the Canada, New Brunswick, and Nova 
Scotta Ratlway Company; and, 

Wo. 447. An Act to incorporate the Toronto and Goderich Ratlway Company. 

I have deemed it advisable to consult the Commissioners of Ratlways in 
this country upon the provisions contained in these Bills, and I transmit for 
your Lordship's information the accompanying copy of their Report. The objec- 

tons which they have pointed out appear to me so important as to tnduce me 

to postpone advising Her Majesty to confirm these enactments until I shall be 
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in possesston of the coneluston to whtch a full eonstderation of this Report 
may lead yourself and your Counetl. 

With thts view, therefore, your Lordship will submit the Commisstoners's 
Report to your Counctl, and inform me whether in thetr and your judgment, 
the permanent interests of the Canadian Public requtre that these Bills 
should at once, and without further anendnents, receive Her Majesty's sanc- 
LEON. 

I have, &e. 
(Stgned, ) GREY. 

Governor 
The Right Honorable 

The Earl of Elgin and Kincardine, 

&e. &c. &e. 


(Copu. Office of Commisstoners of Railways, 
Whttehall, 6th November, 1847. 


Sir, 

I have been directed by the Commisstoners of Ratlways to acknowledge 
the recetpt of your letter of the 29th September, tn whitch you transmitted 
for the consideration of the Commtssioners, transertpts of the following 
seven Acts authorizing the construction of different Railways tn Canada, 
whtch have recently been passed by the Legislature of that Province:-- 

No. 441. An Act to tneorporate the Woodstock and Lake Erte Ratlway 
and Harbour Company. 

No. 442. An Act to incorporate the Bytown and Britannta Railway Com- 


Wo. 443. An Act to tneorporate the Carillon and Grenville Ratlway 
Company . 

Wo. 444. An Act to tncorporate the Lake St. Louts and Province Line 
Ratlway Company. ; 

No. 445. An Act to tneorporate the Montreal and Province Line Junction 
Railway Company. 

Wo. 446. An Act to tncorporate the Canada, New Brunswick and Nova 
Seotta Ratlway Company; and, 

Wo. 447, An Act to tneorporate the Toronto and Godertch Ratlway Com- 
pany. 

I am dtrected to acquaint you in reply, that the Commissioners, agree- 
ably to the request of Earl Grey, have taken these Acts tnto consideration, 
and have made the following observations upon them whtch apply for the most 
part to all or more than one of the Acts, and have therefore been arranged 
in a@ collected form wtth reference to the subjects adverted to, rather than 
as remarks upon each Act separately. The provistons of these Acts that 
appear to be most worthy of observatton, on account both of thetr novelty 
and importance, are those by whtch a right ts reserved to the Government of 
purchasing the Ratlway at a future time. In some other Colontal Ratlway 
Acts which have engaged the attentton of the Commntsstoners, the optton of 
purchase by the Government is gtven only upon the event of the Company's 
profits exceeding a certain spectfted rate per cent. on the amount of their 
capital, and 1s thus made dependent upon a conditton whtch, from tts ltabti- 
tty to be evaded by the financial operations of the Company, may prevent, 
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or indefinitely defer, any practical assertion of the right. 

But tn the greater number of the present Acts, (Nos. 442, 443, 444, 445, 
and 447,) the Government ts enabled to purchase the Ratlway at any time, 
etther before or after tts completition, on gtving three months notice of 
thetr tntentton to do so, and repaying to the Company the amount of their 
expenditure, with interest up to the time of opening the Railway. As one 
of the prinetpal advantages to be derived from these provisions appears 
to constst tn the power they confer upon the Government of acquiring upon 
an emergency the exclusive possession of the means of communication, it ts 
tmportant for the attainment of thts object that the exerctse of the right 
of purchase should not be clogged wtth conditions of doubtful effect, or 
such as may occaston dtfftculty in the adjustment of the terms. On this 
account tt appears desirable that the rate of tnterest to be paid by the 
Government on the outlay, should, as in the Acts Nos. 446 and 447, be ftxed 
by the provtstons of the Act, and not, as tn the Acts Nos. 442, 443, 444, 
and 445, be left as a matter for future arrangement. For the same reason 
also, the conditton tnserted in the Act Wo. 445, that the Government, in 
additton to the reimbursement of the patdup capital, shall repay to the 
Company "any swns bona fide furntshed or advanced by the Shareholders 
towards completing and improving the Railway," appears to introduce into 
the terms of the purchase, much that ts very vague and open to dispute. 


=e meh A Gi 
In the Act 446, likewtse, the ferm of the clause adopted in the other 
Aets ts altered tn a manner that seems likely to give rise to constderable 
uncertainty wtth respect to the condittons of the purchase. The price to 
be patd by the Government is, by the ttems of this Act, to be determined 
not simply by the amount of Capital patd up, but according to its value 
at the time; but no mode ts pointed out tn whtch the value ts to acertatned. 

The Commntsstoners observe that in the same Act, No. 446, there occurs 
a modiftcation of the provtstons for purchase, of whtch the explanatton ts 
not apparent, but ts perhaps to be found in certain circumstances pecultar 
to the particular scheme, and which, constdered without reference to any 
etrceumstances of that kind, ts tneonststent with that whitch ts presumed to 
be one of the prinetpal objects of these provtstons. In this Act, the 
power of purchase ts not to be exeretsed till after twenty-one years from 
the completion of the Ratlway, and after three years notice of the intentton 
to purchase. It ts observable, however, that this departure from the form 
followed in the other Acts ts not nottced tn the abstract of these Acts 
transmitted by the Provinetal Law Officers. 

The Commistoners are unilling to pass wholly without remark the omis- 
ston tn the Act No. 441, of any reservation of a power to purchase to the 
Government; since, however, the provtstons of this Act are peculiar, not 
only tn thts, but also tn several other respects, the particular omtsston 
in question may probably be attributable to some cause artsing out of the 
nature of the undertaking itself. One of these peeultarittes, however, that 
can hardly be accounted for in that manner, is the clause contained in this 
Act prohibiting travelling on the Ratlroad on Sundays. 

It appears to the Commissioners that such a prohibition ts objectionable 
in principle, and that perfect Liberty in thts respect should at all events 
be permitted, if the Legislature should not think fit to require accommnoda- 
tion to be given to the public. It may also be remarked in this place that 
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the clause inserted in all the other Acts provtding that the guage shall 
be fixed by the Governor of the Province ts wanting in thts Act, and also 
tn Act No. 445, nor ts the guage of the Ratlway defined by the Act itself. 

In the Acts Nos. 444 and 445, ts contatned a provtston that when the 
annual dividend of the Company shall exceed a certatn rate per cent., one- 
half of the surplus shall be patd to the Government as a tax. It appears 
to the Commisstoners that the conditton requiring that the divistble profits 
shall exceed a certain rate, renders thts proviston liable to the same doubts 
as to its practical utility that they have already had occaston to state 
with reference to the powers of revtston and purchase sometimes tntroduced 
into Colontal Ratlway Acts, and that for thts reason, ltttle reltance can 
be placed upon this provtston as a posstble source of revenue. If tt ts 
contemplated to tax the profits of Ratlway Compantes in the Colontes, a pas- 
senger tax, as under the Impertal Act 5 and 6 Vic. c. 79, or some other 
dtrect tmpost, would, tt ts constdered, form the means best adapted to the 
purpose; as suggested by the Earl of Clarendon tn his Minute of the 10th 
November, 1846, on the Canada Ratlway Acts, Nos. 401 and 402. 

The clauses in these Acts, Nos. 442 to 446 tnelustve, relating. to the 
eonveyance of the Matls and Troops, contain a provtso that the Company shall 
not be obliged to start trains for this purpose, except at the usual times 
of starting. The Comnisstoners understand that in the case of other Cotlontal 
Ratlway Acts tt has been considered that thts limitation might be found tncon- 
ventent as respects the conveyance of Troops, and tt would probably be so 
constdered tn the present instance. In the Act No. 447, the provtso ts 
omitted, and there ts no such restrtctton wtth regard etther to the convey- 
ance of Mails or Troops, although, in the case of the former, tt may not 
be equally ltable to objectton. The Act No. 441 does not contain provisions 
for the conveyance etther of the Matls or Troops. 

It does not appear that there has as yet been any legislation tn the 
Provinee having for tts object the general regulation of Ratlways or Ratlway ° 
Compantes: In an Act however referred to the Report of the Provinetal 
Law Officers, and which has been passed tn the course of the presentyear, 
being an Act for amending the Montreal and Lachtne Ratlway Act, the fol- 
Lowing clause has been introduced whitch has a general application to Ratl- 
ways etther at present authorized, or which shall at any future time be 
sancttoned by the Legtslature:--"That all by-laws of the satd Company, and 
all other Ratlroad Compantes now or hereafter tneorporated, as to which the 

tght to interfere with the Act of tncorporation ts reserved in such Act 
of tneorporatiton, regulating the tolls to be taken on the satd road tn this 
Aet, and tn the satd other Acts of tneorporatton menttoned, shall be subject 
to the approval of the Governor tn Counetl." 

Without remarking on the inconventence of introducing a general law on 
the subject of Ratlways into an Act for the construction of a parttcular 
Ratlway, the Commtsstoners have to observe, that the approval of by-laws by 
the Governor ts, by thts enactment, confined to those which regulate the tolls 
to be taken on the Railway. The Commisstoners would suggest that, as tn the 
case of the New Brunswick Acts lately under thetr constderatton, the power 
of approving the Company's by-laws should not be restricted to by-laws for 
thts purpose only, but should be extended to all by-laws, whatever thetr 
object; or at least, as under the Engltsh Acts relating to the matter, to 
all by-laws affecting persons other than the officers and servants of the 
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Company; the making of by-laws for the tnternal government of the corporation 
being left to the discretion of the Company. 

In connection with thts subject, the Commisstoners would observe that 
the Acts now under constderatton do not contain any scale of maximum charges 
for the conveyance of goods and passengers on the Railway. The enactment 
tn the Montreal and Lachine Act whteh has been referred to, subjects the 
by-laws regulating the tolls to the approval of the Governor; and as there 
ts no power given to the Company to make any charge for carriages or locomo- 
tive power, the tolls may, with respect to these Ratlways, be considered 
to tnelude the whole charge for carrtage and conveyance; this enactment, there- 
fore, affords a certain kind of security, but tt ts the only one that appears 
to be provided for the protection of the publie from exorbitant charges on 
the Railways. It becomes therefore a matter of great importance to ensure 
that this enactment shall have application to all Ratlways. A clause to the 
same effect ts spectally tnserted tn the Acts Nos. 446 and 447. But with 
regard to the Ratlways authorized by the five other Acts, the security of 
the publte in thts respect depends entirely upon that which may be derived 
from the enactment tn the Montreal and Lachine Ratlway Act. The operation 
of this enactment, however, ts restricted to Railway Companies, "as to whitch 
the right to interfere with the Act of tneorporation ts reserved by the Act 
of tneorporatton." This restriction appears to have reference to the clause 
introduced tn compltance wtth the first recommendation in Mr. Secretary 
Gladstone's Ctreular of the 15th January, 1846: "That nothing herein con- 
tatned shall be construed to except the Ratlway by this Act authorized to 


(47) 
be made, from the provtstons of any general Act relating to Ratlways whitch 
may be passed during the present or any future Sesston of Parltament." In 


six of the Acts at present under consideration, thts clause ts inserted; but 
tn No. 441 a clause of an effect in some degree similar, but not expressed 

tn equally comprehensive terms. The manner tn which the benefictal enact- 
ment in the Montreal and Lachine Amendment Act has been qualtfted, constitutes 
an additional reason that the insertton of thts clause should be insisted 
upon with the same strictness and untformity in the Ratlway Acts of the Can- 
adtan Legislature as in those of the Impertal Parliament. 

With the single exception that has just been noticed, there appears to 
be an entire absence of any general legtslation on the subject of Ratlways 
tn Canada. It may be worthy of the constderatton of Her Majesty's Govern- 
ment, whether the best remedy for this state of things mtght not be found 
in the enactment by the Provinetal Legislature, in a consolidated form, of 
such of the provisions of the Imperial Acts of Parltament, as may be capable 
of application to this Colony. The Commissioners in a former communication 
addressed to the Colontal Office, have had oecaston to remark on the gener- 
ally sattsfactory manner in which this has been accomplished in the Colony 
of British Gutana. The great number and extent of the Ratlway enterprises 
at present projected in Canada, would almost seem to demand some measure of 
the same kind, which would be calculated not only to protect the interests 
of the publte, but would afford the means of rendering the Acts for the con- 
etruction of particular Ratlways more uniform and conctse by the expedient 
of embodying in them, by reference, the provistons of the general enactment. 
In the mean time it ts necessary that every Canadian Ratlway Act should 
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contatn in ttself the whole of the regulations that are constdered of essen- 
tial importance. With this view, the Commtsstoners wish parttcularly to 
point out that, tn the Acts at present under constderation, no proviston ts 
made for regulations conducive to the publie safety and convenience, stmtlar 
to those contatned tn the Acts of the Impertal Parltament relative to the 
opening of Railways after notice, the appotntment of Inspectors, returns of 
traffte and acctdents, and the conveyance of the poorer class of travellers 
by cheap trains. 

There are also several tnstances tn which the detatls of these Acts, 
as to matters of considerable tmportance to the public, dtffer in such a 
manner from the provtstons tn the English Acts relating to the same matters, 
as can hardly be wholly accounted for by any diverstty of local ctreumstances; 
of these, the following may be menttoned as appearing to call for remark. 

The powers of borrowing tn most of these Acts are free from several of 
the restrtcttons tmposed on such powers tn Engltsh Ratlway Acts. In all 
these Acts, except Nos. 446 and 441, the exercise of the power may be resorted 
to at any time, and ts not deferred till a certain proportion (by the Stand- 
ing Orders of the Houses of Parltament, one-half,) of the capital has been 
patd up. No untform rate appears to be observed as to the proportton whtch 
the amount of the loan ts to bear to that of the Company's Capttal; in 
many of the Acts tt ts one-half of the whole capttal; tn the Acts Nos. 442 
and 445, tt exceeds that proportton. Under the Standing Orders tt ts 
limited to one-third. 

The powers of borrowing are also expressed wtth too much latttude, in 
gtving the Company power to ratse money on "bond, debentures, or other 
securtttes," 

It appears to the Commisstoners that, as ts usual in the Engltsh Acts, 
the nature of the securtttes tntended to be authorized should be distinctly 
spectfted. 

In these Acts also, the Company are authorized to mortgage the "lands," 
as well as thetr other property. The mortgages of the undertaking by Eng- 
lish Ratlway Companies have not been constdered to tnelude the land on 
whteh the Ratlway ts constructed. 

The power of deviating, tn making the Ratlway, given by all these Acts, 
except Nos. 441 and 447, to the extent of a mile from the line of Ratlway 
as marked in the depostted plan, far exceeds the usual limits of devtation 
under Engltsh Ratlway Acts. So large a deviation might possibly be not 
very objectionable in certain parts of the Province, but might prove 
extremely injurtous and tnconventent tn the netghborhood of a Town, or in 
a thtekly settled District. 

The regulations for the construction of bridges for carrying the Ratl- 
way over roads, dtffer from those adopted in English Railway Acts, in 
respect that the width of the arch required, is less than the average width 
presertbed by the Ratlway Clauses Consolidatton Act, and although the 
hetghth requtred ts tn most cases the same, yet tt ts not the clear heighth 
for any gtven space,--and there js no regulation defining the width of the 
bridge by which roads are to be carried over the Ratlways. 

The Acts Nos. 446 and 447 alone contain a proviston requtring the 
erectton of gates across roads where the Railway crosses them on a level; 
and, near a Town at least, some precaution of that kind appears necessary 
for publte safety. 
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The Commisstoners are desirous to draw the attention of Earl Grey to 
these vartattons from the course pursued in legtslating upon Ratlways in 
thts country. It will be for his Lordship to consider what degree of 
importanee ts to be attached to them, with reference to the local cireun- 
stances of the Colony generally, or of the particular district through 
whteh any of these Ratlways are to pass; and whether any correction may 
be called for in the way of supplementary legislation, either by amendments 
of the Acts tn each case, or, as the Commisstoners have suggested, some 
general enactment embodying, tn a comprehensive form, the provistons appltc- 
able to projects of thts kind. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed, ) H. D. HARNESS, 

Captatn Royal Engineers. 
Benjamin Hawes, Esquire, /+ 
&c., &@., &c. 


SIR A. MACNAB moved that the despatches relating to Railroads in the 


Province, be referred to the Standing Committee for Railroads and Telegraphs. /¢ 
(47) 
Railways. Ordered, That the Despatches on the subject of Ratl- 


ways be referred to the Standing Commtttee on Ratl- 
ways and Telegraph Lines. 


SIR A. MACNAB subsequently moved that 500 copies of the despatches be 
printed for the use of members--one half in each language. 


(47) 
Ordered, That five hundred coptes of the satd Despatches be printed for the 
use of the Members of thts House. 


London Manu- Mr. Wilson, from the Select Committee to which was 
facturing referred the Petition of L. Lawrason and others, of 
Company Bill. the Town of London, with power to report by Brill or 


otherwise, presented to the House, a Bill to tneorpor- 
ate the London Manufacturing Company, whitch was received and read for the 
first time; and ordered to be read a second time, on Friday next. 


Trafalgar, &c., Mr. Wetenhall, from the Select Committee to whtch 
Road Company. was referred the Petition of the Trafalgar, Esquesting, 


and Erin Road Company, presented to the House the Re- 

port of the said Committee, which was again read at the Clerk's table; and 
ts as followeth:-- 

The Road intended to be made by the Petitioners leads from Lake Ontarto 


to Owen's Sound, on Lake Huron, and over which the produce of a large and 


(48) 
fertile section of country ts conveyed over tt to the Port of Oakville, the 
shtpptng port. 

The Townships of Trafalgar and Esquesing, through whtch the Road passes, 
are not surpassed by any portion of the Province in fertiltty of sotl and 
quality of productions, and the improvement of this Road will most materially 
promote the prospertty of the inhabitants of those Townships, and bring tnto 
immediate settlement a large tract of fertile land now Laying waste, solely 
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from the diffreulty of access. 

Your Committee believing that the tmprovement of thts line of Road ts 
worthy of the best constderation of the Government and of the District Coun- 
ceils, beg to recommend that the prayer of the Petitioners be granted. 


Consumers' Gas Mr. Morrison, from the Select Comnittee to whitch 
Company of was referred the Petttton of Charles Beresy and others, 
Foronto Btil. of the Ctty of Toronto, wtth power to report by Bill 


or otherwise, presented to the House, a Bill to tncor- 
porate "The Conswners' Gas Company of Toronto," whtch was recetved and read 
for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time, on Frtday next. 


MR. CHRISTIE’4 wished to know if the House would proceed to consider 
the petition against the return of the sitting member for Bonaventure. /9 
((He)) proposed that this case should be taken up. 76 


MR. DRUMMOND, on the part of the Government’’ said he would desire that 
the vote of the supply should be first taken, and then discharge such orders 
as were likely to lead to discussion, or could not be acquiesced in by the 
administration. This course would materially assist the House in getting 
through the pee ee eet eres eee with despatch. He wished Mr. Christie to 
postpone his motion. 


MR. CHRISTIE decided to give way, and moved that the House should enter 
upon the question. /9 


(48) 
Bonaventure Mr. Chrtstte moved, seconded by Mr. M'Lean, That 
Electton. the Order of the day for taking tnto consideration a 


Motton made on Monday tast, "That the Petition of A. 
Bebee and others, Electore of the County of Bonaventure, complaining of — 
the undue Electton and Return of Willtan Cuthbert, Esqutre, to represent 
the satd County tn thts Parliament, be now recetved;" and also the Amendment 
whitch was proposed to be made to the satd Motton, and whtch Amendment was, 
That the word "now" be struck out, and the word "not" substituted, be now 


read. 


MR. DRUMMOND would then move as an amendment, that the consideration of 
the question be adjourned till to-morrow; he proposed the amendment because 
he thought that they would have a better opportunity of entering into the 
question®*, In the meantime he wished the hon. Member would take some steps 
to inquire into the alleged surreptitious affixing of the seat to the certi- 
ficate of justification, about which so much had been said by hon. Members, 
and which now, he understood, the hon. Member did not intend proceeding with 1, 
The hon. member owed it to the House and to himself to inquire into this mat- 
ter; till this preliminary inquiry had been made, the House could not take 
up the question, 82 He was surprised that, after the question was postponed 
last evening, the hon. member for Gaspé had not moved for a Committee to en- 
quire into the matter. 83 Charges, very serious charges, had been made and 
they must be proved or refuted. The House would not be satisfied with the 
mere assertion of the hon. member for Gaspé, or any other hon. member, that 
the seal was not there. He hoped that after the hon. member had made such 
a serious insinuation against the hon. member for Quebec, he would adopt 
some measure for the purpose of entering into this preliminary inquiry. 
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MR. ARMSTRONG seconded the amendment. 86 


MR. CHRISTIE did not know from whom the hon. member from Shefford had 
got his understanding that he (Mr. C.) did not intend to pursue this matter. 
Certainly not from himself. He had made no allegations that he was pre- 
pared to retract--on the contrary, he believed fully that a seal had been 
put to this paper since it came into possession of the House. He might have 
doubted his own eyes, his own senses, but he could not doubt it when he had 
the positive conviction of no less than five gentlemen who had all seen the 
document. He was, however, disposed to let the thing rest if the House was 
of opinion that it was not essential to the matter under discussion8’, The 
matter was not, in his opinion, essential to the question88, for he thought 
that there were other grounds sufficient to justify the rejection of the peti- 
tion.89 ((He)) said he had no objection to an enquiry into the matter; he 
would proceed with it himself or allow others to do so;99 but it was not his 
business; it was the business of the House--it was the business of the coun- 
try.?1 He never had said he would dispense with enquiry; what he said was, 
that he had sufficient evidence of the illegality of the petition, whether the 
seal was properly affixed or not. In considering the petition he should total- 
ly give up that point, and, therefore, he desired it should be proceeded with 
immediately. 9 He had never meant to insinuate that the hon. member for 
Quebec was concerned in any alteration made in that petition; he was satis- 
fied that he was incapable of such a thing; and if the hon. gentleman had 
so understood him, he could only apologize.93 


MR. H. SHERWOOD was of opinion, for the sake of preserving their consis- 
tency, the House should proceed with this, a question of privilege, before 
any other; 94 (Che)) reminded the hon. gentleman who had represented the Gov- 
ernment--the incarnation of the new Ministry--that at the beginning of the 
session of Parliament questions of privilege were paramount to all others, 2° 
at least this was the opinion of hon. gentlemen opposite when it answered 
their purpose, and he thought it strange they should use his argument at 
one time and abandon it another. Last week they were for purifying the House 
before transacting any business,9© not only ... Cee ee into petitions, 
but ... ((rejecting)) a man from his seat without inquiry. 


A voice, "served him right.'"98 


MR. H. SHERWOOD ((continued:)) But99 this week they were all for the 
orders of the day and adjournment!00, now the hon. gentleman wanted a ques- 
tion of Supply to take precedence. He contended that this question ought to 
be treated with the same promptitude as those cases had been.101 ((He)) urged 
that it was equally just that the enquiry should be entered into with respect 
to this as to the other contested seats,--especially as a heavy charge had 
been made against some person by the hon. member for Gaspé. 102 He hoped the 
House would have sufficient consistency not to be made subservient to the 
views of the Representatives of Government. 193 


MR. DRUMMOND thought that if the House followed the example of the hon. 
member for Toronto, it would show itself very inconsistent indeed. (Hear, 
hear.) This question was actually postponed at the suggestion of the hon. 
member himself (loud cries of "hear, hear"), in order that this inquiry might 
be entered into and yet this gentleman forgot within the short space of 48 
hours that it was in compliance with his own suggestion that this inquiry 


APPENDIX: 17 MARCH 1848. 


((NOTICE OF MOTION RE: OFFICES OF SOLICITOR GENERAL AND COM- 
MISSLIONERS OF BOARD OF WORKS. )) 


MR. CHRISTIE gave notice that before the House went into consideration 
of granting the supplies--he would move hereafter that the office of Soli- 
citor General (East and West) shall be non-political, and likewise the two 
Commissioners of the Board of Works--and that in lieu there be two seats 
in the Executive Council filled by representatives of the Commercial and 
Agricultural interests,101 


((NOTICE OF MOTION RE: PENSIONS FOR MEMBERS OF LATE ADMINIS- 
TRATION.) ) 


COL. GUGY gave notice that he would move for copies of all correspond- 
ence, oor &c., in reference to pensioning any members of the late 
Administration. 


((BREACH OF PRIVILEGE BROUGHT TO THE ATTENTION OF THE HOUSE. ))+93 


MR. BOULTON brought under the notice of the House what he considered 
a breach of privilege. In the report of the proceedings of the House, in 
the Montreal Gazette, he found the following passage. In speaking of the 
appointment of the Committee on Railways and Telegraphs, the reporter said:-- 
"The motion was ultimately carried against the Ministers--yeas, 33; nays, 
31. Mr. H. J. Boulton was present, but did not vote."--He contended that 
the reporters had no right to notice these things. His reason for not 
voting, as it happened, was, that he had not been in the House during the 
discussion. 


((STATEMENT RE: CUSTOMS BILL OF LAST SESSION.) )1+9° 


MR. BADGLEY said, in reference to his notice of enquiry of the organ 
of Ministers, on giving effect to the Customs Bill of last Session--that 
he had been assured the Bill was received, sanctioned, and would be proclaimed 
in the course of a day or two. 


((WLTHDRAWN MOTION RE: SURVEY OF LONG SAULT RAPIDS ON THE ST. 
LAWRENCE RIVER.) )107 


MR. MCLEAN moved for an address to His Exc 
"Long Sault" Rapids on the River St. Lawrence. 


MR. CRYSLER seconded the motion, 109 


ellency for a survey of the 
108 


MR. DRUMMOND thought that the motion of the hon. member for Stormont 
was one which should not be made by any member of that House, especially 
when there was no representative of the Executive Government in the House, 
it was one which might entail expense, probably very great. 


MR. MCLEAN.--It cannot cost more than $25,111 
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(48) 

That all the words after "That" in the satd Motion, be struck out, and the 
following substituted: "a Spectal Committee of five Members be appointed 
to enqutre as to whether the Seals of the Justice of the Peace, and of the 
Judge, affixed to the Certificates attached to the Petition in the matter of 
the Petition against the sitting Member for Bonaventure were, or etther of 
them, afftxed to the satd Certificates before or since the Petition was pre- 
sented to thts House," to report thereon wtth all conventent speed; with 
power to send for persons, papers, and records. 

The Question being put on the satd Motion of Amendment, it was agreed 
to by the House,115 


Resolved, That a Spectal Committee of ftve Members be appotnted to enqutre 
as to whether the Seals of the Justice of the Peace, and of the Judge, 
afftxed to the Certificates attached to the Petition in the matter of 
the Petttion against the sttting Member for Bonaventure were, or either 
of them, afftxed to the satd Certtficates before or sinee the Petition 
was presented to thts House, to report thereon with all conventent speed; 
with power to send for persons, papers, and records. 


Ordered, That Mr. Wilson, Sir Allan N. MacNab, the Honorable Mr. Badgley, 


e ra sf . 
the Honorable Mr. Papineau, and Mr. Drummond, do compose the satd Com- 
mittee. 
MR. pRumMonp , +46 on behalf of the Government, ... took up the list of 


orders of the day, and intimated the measures which it was inclined to allow 
to be proceeded with, and those which it was notil?, 


In consequence of this a large number of measures before the House were 
withdrawn by their movers. 





(48) 
Canada Life Ordered, That Sir Allan N. MacNab have leave to bring 
Assurance tn a Btll to tneorporate the Canada Life Assurance 
Company Brit. Company . 


He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same was 
received and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time, 
on Friday next. 


Western Tele- Ordered, That Mr. Wilson have leave to bring in a Brll 
graph Company to incorporate "The Western Telegraph Company." 
EBLUL. 





He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, 
and the same was received and read for the first time; and ordered to be read 
a second time, to-morrow. 


Dundas Incor- Ordered, That Mr. Wetenhall have leave to bring ina 
poration Bill. Bill to amend the Act, intttuled, "An Act to tneor- 


porate the Town of Dundas." 
He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House, and the same was 
received and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time, 
on Friday next. 


Osgoode Ordered, That Mr. Malloch have leave to bring in a Bill 


Township Bilt. to exempt certain Concessions of the Township of 
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Osgoode from the operatton of the Act therein menttoned. 

He accordingly presented the satd Btll to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the first ttme; and ordered to be read a second time, 
on Thursday next. 


Canada Martine Ordered, That the Honorable Mr. Macdonald have leave 
Assurance to bring in a Bill to tneorporate the Canada Marine 
Company Bill. Assurance Company. 


He accordingly presented the satd Btll to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the first ttme; and ordered to be read a second time, 
on Friday next. 


King's Bench Ordered, That Mr. Lemteux have leave to bring in a 
Judgments Btll to render executory certatn judgments ren- 
BELEN IACS) dered by the late Courts of King's Bench for 


Lower Canada. 
He accordingly presented the satd Btil to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time, 
to-morrow. 





Mosa Taxes Ordered, That Mr. Notman have leave to bring in a Btll 
Collectton Bill. to provtde for the collectton of the taxes for the 


year 1845, tn the Toumshtp of Mosa, tn the London 
TaLPEee.s 
He accordingly presented the satd Btll to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time, 
to-morrow. 


Toronto Athe- Ordered, That the Honorable Mr. Cameron have leave 
naeun Brill. to bring tn a Btll to tneorporate the Toronto 
Athenaeun. 


He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the first time; and orderd to be read a second ttme, 
on Frtday next. 


Quebec Instttut Ordered, That Mr. Chauveau have leave to bring in a 
Canadten Bill. Bill to tneorporate the "Instttut Canadien de 
Québec. " 


He aecordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time, 
to-morrow. 


SIR A. MACNABL19 ((moved that)) the name of Mr. Robinson ((be)) 
added to this Committee ((on Railways.))120 


(48) 
Rat lways. Ordered, That the Honorable Mr. Robinson be added to 
the Standing Committee on Ratlways and Telegraph 
Lines. 
Flour and The Honorable Mr. Cameron, from the Commtttee of 
Meal Act. the whole House to constder the expedtency of amending 


the Act 4 and 5 Vite. c. 89, providing for the tnspec- 
tton of Flour and Meal, reported several Resolutions; whtch were read, as 
16) 
J OLlow:-- 





411 


1. Resolved, That it ts expedient to amend the Act of the 4 and 5 Vie. 
e. 89, by reducing to the sum of one penny the fee of tnspectton to be paid 


(49) 
to the Inspector for each barrel of Flour and Meal by him inspected, as pro- 
vided tn the twelfth clause of the satd Act. 

2. Resolved, That tt ts expedtent that Flour of every quality should 
be of the same standard and quality as in the City of New York, samples of 
whtech should be procured by the said Inspector. 

3. Resolved, That tt ts expedtent to tntroduce stmtlar amendments with 
respect to the inspection of Oatmeal. 

The satd Resolutions being read a second time, were agreed to. 


Flour and Ordered, That Mr. Holmes have leave to bring in a Bill 
Meal Btll. to continue and amend the Act for the inspection 


of Flour and Meal, and to provide for the inspec- 
tton of Oatmeal. 
He accordingly presented the satd Btll to the House, and the sane was 
received and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time, 
on Friday next. 


Expiring The Order of the day for the second reading of 
Laws Btit. the Btll to continue for a limited time certain Acts 


therein menttoned, being read; 


MR. HOLMES+?1 moved for the second reading of the Bill to continue expir- 
ing Laws.122 
(49) 
The Btll was accordingly read a second time; and committed to a Committee 
of the whole House, for to-morrow. 


On motton of Mr. Drummond, seconded by Mr. Duchesnay, 


Supply. Ordered, That the Order of the day for the House to 

resolve itself into a Committee to consider of 
the Motton made on Tuesday last, That at Supply be granted to Her Majesty, 
be now read. 


And the same was read accordingly. 


MR. DRUMMONDL23 ~e. moved that the House resolve itself into a committee 
on granting Supplies124, 


(49) 
The House then resolved ttself tnto the satd Committee. 


MR. MORIN retired.125 
Mr. McFarland was requested to act as Chairman of the Committee. 


(49) 
Mr. M'Farland took the Chatr of the Committee ;127 


MR. DRUMMOND moved, seconded by MR. HOLMES, "That the House grant the 
Supplies to Her Majesty.' 


126 


The motion was carried through. 129 
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MR. DRUMMOND, in advancing his Supply Bill ... took occasion to say that 
he would move (in a few minutes after) that the House adjourn, to enable 
the majority to come to a definite arrangement as to the rising of Parliament .130 


(49) 
and after some ttme spent theretn, 


Mr. Speaker resumed the Chatr; 
And Mr. M'Farland reported, That the Comntttee had come to a Resolutton. 
Ordered, That the Report be recetved to-morrow. 


On motion of Mr. Drummond, seconded by Mr. Morrtson, 


Three Rivers Resolved, That leave be granted to withdraw the Pett- 
Eleetton. tion of Pierre Benjamin Dumoulin, of the Town of 
Three Rivers, Esqutre, Advocate, complatning of 


the illegal and partial conduct of James Dickson, Esquire, the Returning 
Officer for the Electton of a Member to represent the satd Town in thts Par- 
Ltament, and praying an tnvesttgatton tn the premtses. 

And the satd Petttton was withdrawn. 


Jurors Btll, The Order of the day for the second reading of the 
(EeCod Bill to remove doubts as to the time from whtch the 


provistons of the Act regulating the summoning of Jurors 


in Lower Canada, were intended to have force and effect, betng read; 


MR. H. SHERWOOD moved for the second reading of the Bill to remove 
doubts respecting the provisions of the Jury Act of Lower Canada.131 


(49) 
The Bill was accordingly read a second TyRes and ordered to be engrossed. 
On motton of the Honorable Mr. Badgley, seconded by the Honorable Mr. 
Macdonald, 


Ordered, That the engrossed Bill to remove doubts as to the time from whtch 
the provistons of the Act regulating the summoning of Jurors tn Lower 
Canada, were tntended to have force and effect, be now read the third 
time; and that the Rules of thts House be suspended as to the present 
BULt: 


An engrossed Bill to remove doubts as to the time from whtch the pro- 
vtstons of the Act regulating the summoning of Jurors in Lower Canada, were 
tntended to have force and effect, was then read the thtrd time. 


Resolved, That the Btll do pass. 


Ordered, That the Honorable Mr. Badgtey do carry the Bill to the Legisla- 
tive Counetl, and destre thetr coneurrence. 


SLR A. MACNAB133 inquired of the gentleman who represented the Govern- 
ment whether!34 it was really the intention of the Government to prorogue 
the House, or only to adjourn for a short period; and if to prorogue, when?13> 


MR. DRUMMOND stated it was the intention of Ministers to prorogue, not 
to adjourn, the Parliament ,136 in a few days 137 as early as possiblet3 : 
He could not state the precise day.139 
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(49) 
Orders Ordered, That the remaining Orders of the day be 
deferred. postponed unttl to-morrow. 


Then, on motion of the Honorable Mr. Boulton, seconded by Mr. Drummond, 
The House adjourned.140 


FOOTNOTES: 15 MARCH 1848. 
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LA MINERVE, 20 March 1848, commented: "Les débats de ce jour ne roulent 
que sur des sujets d'importance mineure et d@j4a rebattus." 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 25 March 1848, reported the seconder as Mr. Merritt. 
The debate on this matter was reported by: LA MINERVE, 20 March 1848; 
GLOBE, 25 March 1848; MONTREAL GAZETTE, 17 March 1848; PILOT, 18 March 
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and MORNING CHRONICLE, 17 March 1848, in identical accounts; MONTREAL 
HERALD, BRITISH WHIG, 25 March 1848, and HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 25 March 
1848, in identical accounts, acknowledging the MONTREAL HERALD as their 
source. MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 18 March 1848, summarized the debate. The 
TRANSCRIPT reported: '"On entering the Reporter's Box, on Wednesday 
night, we found the House engaged in an animated discussion respecting 
a petition from certain inhabitants of Niagara district". GLOBE, 25 
March 1848, described it as a "very amusing debate" and noted that the 
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The debate on this matter was reported by: GLOBE, 25 March 1848; 
MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 18 March 1848, and PRINCE EDWARD GAZETTE, 24 March 
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MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 18 March 1848. 

IBID. 
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PILOT, 21 March 1848, mistakenly reported that Mr. Drummond took the 
Chair. 

PILOT, 21 March 1848. 

IBID. 

GLOBE, 25 March 1848. 

MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 18 March 1848. 

IBID., which noted that it was Henry Sherwood who made this motion. 
The debate on this matter was reported by: MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 

18 March 1848, and PRINCE EDWARD GAZETTE, 24 March 1848, in identical 
accounts; PILOT, 21 March 1848, and PACKET, 31 March 1848, in iden- 
tical accounts; MONTREAL GAZETTE, 17 March 1848, and ST. CATHARINES 
JOURNAL, 23 March 1848, in identical accounts; and HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 
25 March 1848, in an account copied from MONTREAL HERALD. 
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A discrepancy occurred in reports on the time of adjournment of this 
day. LA MINERVE, 16 March 1848, and L'AVENIR, 17 March 1848, gave 
the time as "7% heures."' The GLOBE, 25 March 1848, noted that the 
House "rose about eight". According to BRITISH COLONIST, 17 March 1848, 
MORNING CHRONICLE, 17 March 1848, and BRITISH WHIG, 18 March 1848, the 
"House adjourned at 84 o'clock", whereas the PILOT, 21 March 1848, 
gave the time as "half-past eleven o'clock." 


THURSDAY, 16 MARCH 1848.1 


4 O'Clock, P.M. 
(49) 
Oxford Electton. THE hour appotnted for taking tnto constderatton 
the Petitton of Peter Carroll, Esqutre, a candidate 
at the late Electton for the County of Oxford, complaining of the undue 
Electton of the Honorable Franets Hineks as a Member to represent the satd 
County in thts present Parliament, betng come; 

The House proceeded to the appotntment of a Select Committee to try and 
determine the merits of the satd Petitton. 

The Serjeant at Arms was directed by Mr. Speaker to go with the Mace to 
the places adjacent, and require the attendance of the Members on the bust- 
ness of the House. 

And he went accordingly. 

And betng returned,--the House was called; and more than thirty Members 
being present, 

Mr. Speaker called upon the Pettttoner, his counsel, or agent, to appear 
at the bar. 

Peter Carroll, Esquire, the Petttitoner, appeared at the bar in hts own 
behalf. 

Mr. Speaker called upon the Honorable Franets Hincks, his counsel, or 
agent, to appear at the bar. 

The Honorable Francts Hincks appeared at the bar in hts own behalf. 

The Petittoner presented a paper, containing the name of a Witness tin 
hts behalf, which was read by the Clerk, as followeth:-- 

Witness on behalf of the Petittoner:-- 

George Brown, Esqutre. 

The Honorable Franets Hincks presented a paper, containing the name of 
a Witmess in his behalf, which was read by the Clerk, as followeth:-- 

Wetness tn behalf of the Honorable Francis Hineks:-- 

George Brown, Esqutre. 

Mr. Speaker then destred the Serjeant at Arms to lock the doors. 

And the doors betng locked accordingly; and the Order of the day for 
taking into constderation the said Petttton betng read, the attestation of 
Mr. Speaker was taken from off the box tn which agreeably to the Statute, 
the names of all the Members of the House were sealed up; and the same was 
read by the Clerk, as followeth:-- 

I attest that this box was, on Wednesday, the fifteenth day of March, 
1848, made up tn my presence, tn the manner directed by an Act passed in the 
fourth year of the retgn of Hts late Majesty King George the Fourth, itntttuled, 
"An Act to repeal an Act passed tn the forty-fifth year of Hts late Majesty's 
retgn, tntituled, 'An Act to regulate the trial of Controverted Elections, 
or Returns of Members to serve in the House of Assembly,' and to make more 


(50) 
effectual provtston for such trials." 








A. N. Morin, 
Speaker. 


The box was then opened, and the attestation of the Clerk was taken out 
of the box, and read by him; as followeth:-- 
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I attest that I did, on Wednesday, the fifteenth day of March, 1848, in 
the presence of the Speaker of this House, put into a box, tn whitch thts 
attestation ts found, the names of all the Members composing the present 
Legtslative Assembly, written upon slips of parchment, and rolled up as dtrect- 
ed by an Act passed tn the fourth year of the retgn of His late Majesty King 
George the Fourth, tntttuled, "An Act to repeal an Act passed in the forty- 
fifth year of His late Majesty's retgn, intttuled, 'An Act to regulate the 
trial of Controverted Elections, or Returns of Members to serve in the House 
of Assembly,' and to make more effectual proviston for such trials." 


W. B. Lindsay, 
Clerk Assembly. 


The names of all the Members were then taken out the box, and put into 
three other boxes. 


The drawing of the names was then proceeded in, in the usual manner; and 
the followtng nanes were drawn, to whtch no objectton was taken:-- 


1 Sauvageau, 18 Beaubten, 

2 (Christe, 14 Chabot, 

é Bell, 15 Seott of TWO MOUNTAINS, 
4 Thompson, 16 Bouthtliter, 

5 Laurin, 17 Dewrtt, 

6 Smith of FRONTENAC, 18 Macdonaid of KINGSTON, 
7 Morrtson, 19 Egan, 

8 MacNab, 20 Duchesnay, 

9 Armstrong, Lie FLT. 
10 Holmes, 22 Taché, 
11 Fourqutn, 23 Notman, 
12 Gugy, 


Nine other names were drawn and set astde, or excused, as follows:-- 

One who was excused. 

Eight who were absent. 

Mr. Prince was chosen Nominee for the Petttioner. 

Mr. Drummond was chosen Nominee for the Honorable Franets Hineks. 

At half-past four o'clock, P.M., the parttes, with Alfred Patrick, 
Esqutre, Clerk to the Select Committee, retired for the purpose of striking 
the satd Committee. 

The forty-one names remaining in the boxes undraun, were read by the 
Clerk. 

At a quarter to five, P.M., the Clerk of the Select Committee delivered 
to the Clerk of the House, a List containing the names of the nine Members 
unstruck, composing the Select Committee, which is as followeth:-- 


IWEEell, 6 Chabot, 

2 Thompson, 7 Bouthillter, 
3 Laurtn, 8 Duchesnay, 

4 Morrison, 9 Taché, 

5 Fourqutn, 


Nominee for the Pettttoner, Mr. Prince. 
Nominee for the Honorable Francts Hincks, Mr. Drummond. 


Alfred Patrick, 
Clerk of Committee. 
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The said nine Members and the Nominees were then severally sworn at the 
table, by the Clerk, in the usual manner. 
On motton of Mr. Notman, seconded by Mr. Wetenhall, 


ordered, That the Select Committee appotnted to try the merits of the Pett- 
tion of Peter Carroll, Esquire, a candidate at the late Election for } 
the County of Oxford, complaining of the undue Election of the Honorable 
Francis Hineks as a Member to represent the satd County tn thts present 


Parltanent, do meet tn the Committee Room No. 8, forthwith. 


Pettttons The following Petitions were severally brought up, 
brought _up. and latd on the table;-- 
By Mr, Armstrong,--The Petition of the Honorable Barthelemy Joltette, 


of the Village of Industry, tn the District of Montreal. 

By Mr. Watts,--The Petition of the Municipal Council of the County of 
Yamaska (Bridges. ) 

By Mr. Notman,--The Petition of the Warden and Members of the Muntctpal 
Counetl of the Dtrstriet of London (Muntctpal Act.) 

By Mr. Duchesnay,--The Petition of the Muntetpal Counetl of the County 
of Portneuf. 2 

By Mr. Holmes,--The Petition of Albert Furniss, on behalf of the City of 
Toronto Gas Lignt and Water Company. 

By Mr. Hall,--The Petition of G. F. Orde and others, of the District of 
Colborne (Court of Asstze); and the Petttion of G. F. Orde and others, of 
the Town of Peterborough (Aet of Incorporation.) 

By Mr. Smith of Durhamn,--The Petition of Elias Burnham, Esqutre, and 
others, Barristers and Attorntes at Law, of the Town of Peterborough, tn 
the District of Colborne; and the Petition of Thomas Grifftth, Lteutenant 
Cotonel, late commanding the Loyal Rawdon Volunteers. 

By the Honorable Mr. Badgley,--The Petition of the Right Reverend the 
Lord Btshop of Montreal. 

By Mr. Laurin,--The Petition of Louts Legendre, Esquire, and others, of 
the Parish of St. Louts de Lotbintére; and the Petttion of J. B. Vachon and 
others, licensed Cullers for the Port and District of Quebec. 

By Mr. Bell,--The Petition of James Shaw and others, of Smith's Falls, 
tn the Townshtp of North Elmstley. 

By Mr. Drunmond,--The Petition of H. Lyman and others, of the Townshtps 
of Granby, Farnham, and Dunhan. 

By Mr. Scott of Iwo Mountatns,--The Petition of the Reverend H. Moreau 
and others, of St. Martin and other Partshes, tn the County of Terrebonne, 
and of St. Eustache and other places, in the County of Two Mountains; the 
Petition of the Reverend_H. Moreau and others; the Petition of J. B. Meloche 
and others, of the Parish of St. Augustin; the Petition of Hyactnthe Stipes 
Germain and others, of the Parish of St. Eustache; and the Petition of the 


Reverend A. Groux and others, of the Parish of St. Benott. 











On motion of Mr. Chabot, seconded by Mr. Drummond, 


Three Rivers Resolved, That leave be granted to withdraw the Pett- 

Electton. tton of Antotne Polette, of the Town of Three Rivers, 
representing that 1n consequence of violence at the 

late Election of a Member to serve in Parliament for the said Town, no return 
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was made, that P. B. Dumoulin, Esquire, who was opposed to him, as a candi- 
date, was disqualified tn consequence of holding office of emolument under 
the Crown, and praying that the Petitioner may be declared duly elected to 
represent the satd Town. 


Resolved, That leave be granted to withdra» the Petition of Pierre Vezina, 
Esquire, and others, Electors of the Town of Three Rivers, complatning 
of the Return made by the Returning Officer at the Tate FE Election for 
the said Town of Three Rivers. 


And the satd Petittons were wtthdrawn. 


(51) 
Petittons read. Pursuant to the Order of the day, the following 
Petittons were read:-- 

Of Daniel M. Gilktson and others, of the Town of Brantford and other 
places, in the District of Gore; praying an Act of tncorporatton to enable 
them to construct a Plank, macadcamiaed, or gravel Road from Brantford to 
Parts. 

Of the Ntagara Falls Suspension Bridge Company; praying for certain 
amendments to their Act of Incorporation. 

Of the Reverend P. Patry and others, of the Parish of St. Stanislas, 
in the County of Champlain; praying atd to construct a Road from Kaptboucheka 
to the Parish of St. Stanislas. 

f Samuel Penfold and others, of the County of Waterloo; praying that the 
Election Law may be so amended as that all the votes may be taken of Electors 
tn those Electoral divistons whitch contain a very great number of voters. 





Petition of Resolved, That the Petttton of the Muntetpal Council 
Niagara Munt- of the District of Ntagara, (District Town) be 
etpal Council, referred to a Select Committee, composed of Mr. 
and M'Farland, Mr. Thompson, Mr. Notman, Mr. Cauchon, 
and Mr. Drummond, to examine the contents thereof, 


Seat otal A et ) 
and to report thereon from time to time; wtth power to send for persons, 


papers, and records. 


Of Ntagara Fall's Resolved, That the Petition of the Niagara Falls Suspen- 
Suspenston Bridge ston Bridge Company be referred to a Select Commit- 
Company, referred. tee, composed of Mr. Merritt, Mr. Thompson, Mr. 


M' Farland, Sir Allan N. MacNab, and the Honorable 
Mr, Boulton, to examine the contents thereof, and to report thereon with all 
convenient speed; with power to send for persons, papers, and records. 


On motion of Mr. Richards, seconded by Mr. Holmes, 


Kent Writ. Ordered, That Mr. Speaker do tissue his Warrant to the 
Clerk of the Crown in Chancery, to make out a new 
Writ for the Election of one Member to serve in the present Provinetal FPar- 
itament for the County of Kent, in the room and place of the Honorable Malcolm 
Cameron, Esquire, who, since ge his Election, hath accepted the Office of 


Asststant Commtsstoner of Publte Works in this Province. 


On motton of Mr. Wilson, seconded by Str Allan N. MacNab, 
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Bonaventure Ordered, That the Select Committee appointed to enqutre 
Eleetton. as to whether the Seals of the Justice of the Peace, 


and of the Judge, affixed to the Certificates 

attached to the Petition against the sttting Member for the County of Bonaven- 
ture were, or either of them, affixed to the satd Certtficates before or 
since the Petttion was presented to the House, have power to report from 
time to time. 

Mr, Wilson then presented to the House the First Report of the satd Com- 
mittee, whitch was again read at the Clerk's table; and is as followeth:-- 

Your Conmtttee have partially proceeded in the investtgatton of the 
matter referred to them, and have examtned all the evidence at present 
within their reach, but cannot finally report unttl they have had reference 
to a party whose residence ts in the District of Gaspé. 


MR. CAUCHON? moved that Messrs. Armstrong and McFarland be added to 
the Railway Committee. 
MR. BOULTON ((seconded the motion.))° 


SIR A. MACNAB would not oppose the motion; but the Committee was already 
so large that he did not like the idea of having more added. There were 
already twelve names on it, which were certainly sufficient. © 


(ol) 
Ratlways and Ordered, That Mr. M'Farland and Mr. Armstrong be added 
Telegraph Lines. to the Standing Committee on Ratlways and Tele- 


graph Lines. 


MR. MCFARLAND would propose an addition of two members to the present 
Committee, as parts of the country were unrepresented. / ((He)) moved, 
seconded by MR. CAUCHON, that the names of Messrs. Thompson and Duchesnay 
be also added.8 


(529 
Mr. M'Farland moved, seconded by Mr. Cauchon, and the Question being 


put, That Mr. Thompson and Mr. Duchesnay be added to the Standing Committee 
on Ratlways and Telegraph Lines. 


MR. MERRITT thought if this motion would be proceeded with, the whole 
thing would become ridiculous. ? 


DR. DAVIGNON moved as an amendment to Mr. McFarland's motion, that four 
more be appointed on the Committee. 


SIR A. MACNAB ... most strenuously opposed any further addition to it, 
as contrary to parliamentary usage, and only calculated to quash the effects 
of the committee to proceed with their most important public works.ll 
((He)) said the Committee was already too large to work,l2 it was already 
the largest committee he had ever seen or heard oft , and to-day several 
members of it did not attend, and it would be impossible if augmented, to 
obtain a working majorityl4. He hoped that the reporters would do justice 
to this discussion and that it might go forth to the country. The end of 
increasing the committee to the number desired, would be that half the mem- 
bers would absent themselves or be engaged on other committees, and for 
the want of a quorum the committee could not proceed to business. Every 
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sensible man must be aware that the completion of the Portland railroad was 
one of the most Bue Lean measures that could be brought before the parlia- 
ment this session.1? tt was evident that the intention was to prevent the 
Committee from reporting at all; for it was at present as fairly constituted 
as it could be.16 Every justice had been done in the selection of the Com- 
mittee to the different portions of the country. Whoever heard of a Committee 
of sixteen being appointed for any matter? Whoever heard of hon. gentlemen 
getting up one after the other to add two names to a Committee?1!/ But he 
supposed it was done on the principle laid down by the present majority, of 
one member backing another, and thus, with their immense majority carrying 
everything: --18 

Tickle me, Toby, 

Tickle me do, 

If you tickle me, 

I'll tickle you.-- (Much laughter. )1+? 
And as this was an absurd motion, he would object to it, and read Parliamen- 
tary precedents to show he was right. This House ought to be guided by 
precedents of the House of Commons, which were intended as some safeguard 
against the opposition of the minority by the majority. The opposition 
had no desire to throw obstacles in the way of the government, but if their 
rights were thus trampled on by a violation of all British Parliamentary 
practice--they would find that they had it in their power to give them 
great trouble.*l The House only consisted of eighty-four members, and out 
of those, twelve were Ministers of the Crown. 


MR. CAUCHON.--They are not in the House now. 22 


SIR A. MACNAB.--No; but the hon. member for Montmorency and the hon. 
member for Shefford represented half a dozen each.--(Laughter.) There must 
be some object in wanting to make these additions; but the hon. gentlemen 
had not stated what that object was. 


MR. DRUMMOND said that the reason the addition of these names had been 
moved was, because it was highly desirable that each locality should be 
represented. 7° 


SIR A. MACNAB.--Then you may take the whole House. (Hear, hear.) 


MR. DRUMMOND.--The hon. members had come forward with these motions 
because they wished their districts to be properly represented in the Com- 
mittee. 


MR. WATTS reminded the hon. and gallant knight that the Education Com- 
mittee of 1841 was much larger than sixteen. For his part, if this motion 
passed, he thought he should move to add two more names. (Much laughter.)28 

SIR A. MACNAB objected to the motion being put, as no notice of it had 
been given. The rule of the House of Commons on this subject was, that "an 
unopposed motion can be brought in by the consent of the House, without 


any previous notice; but if any member should object, it cannot be passed."'29 


MR. CAUCHON said that the rule might be very good for England, but they 
had their own practice here. He had been in Parliament four sessions, and 
additions to committees had always been mage without previous notice; he 
was for following their own practice now. 
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SIR A. MACNAB.--The rule of this House was, that in all undecided cases, 
they should refer to the practice of the House of Commons. (Hear, hear.)31 


MR. MACDONALD had never before seen an objection like this raised, 
although times (sic) and again they had added members to committees with- 
out previous notice. (Hear, hear.) 32 


SIR A. MACNAB had never made any factious opposition to the majority; 
but it was plain that the object of this notice was to destroy the Committee; 
he would therefore avail himself of the rules of the House, and called upon 
the Speaker to support him if he was right.33 ; 


MR. CAUCHON said that if the Committee had been properly formed at first 
by the House, and not the mover, there would have been none of this trouble. 
((He)) would vote for the increase to fhe Committee, as the country was par- 
tially represented on the present one. 2 


MR. MORIN said that the practice of this House had been to add members 
to committees without notice, and he would follow that practice now, if the 
House allowed him. (Hear, hear.) 36 


MR. CHAUVEAU.--(who spoke in English apy ot objected to the motion. 28 
He hoped the motion would 'not pass. 9 ((He)) would vote against the increase 
to the Committee.40 He thought the Committee was as fairly composed as 
could be. (Hear, hear.)41 ((It)) was selected in the most impartial man- 
ner42, One member had been added to the Committee from each section of the 
Province, and he did not think further additions would add to its utility. 3 
To add more names would only prevent it from doing any good. 44 He hoped 
therefore that the hon. member would not press the motion. If the Govern- 
ment were opposed to the Committee, why, let them prevent their reporting. 45 


MR. DRUMMOND said the motions did not proceed from him, and he was not 
answerable for them: the hon. member for Quebec was quite mistaken if he 
supposed that they proceeded from him. 


MR. H. SHERWOOD (Toronto) thought that when this Committee was appointed 
was the time to have opposed it. It was known that the incarnation of the 
Ministry on the opposite side had opposed the appointment of the Committee, 
but a majority of the House had chosen to do it: that was the state of the 
case, and it was clear to his mind that this proceeding was to prevent the 
Committee progressing in any manner whatever for the purpose of giving facil- 
ities to the carrying out of these great and important works, for a more 
impartial selection could not have been made in this Committee.47 ((He)) 
thought it was evident the proceedings of the majority would prevent the 
Railway Committee carrying out the great ends they had in view;48 ((for)) if 
this house chose to continue thus adding to the Committee, the effect would 
be, as the country would know, to prevent the public works in which so very 
great an interest was felt, from proceeding. 49 Adding to the Committee 
would prevent its working, and injure the country. It was well known that 
the more names there were on a Committee the less work they would do.-l He 
trusted the majority would let the Committee go on and report; they were not 
bound to carry out his views, but he would wish for a beginning-2, If they 
clogged it, they would destroy in an indirect way the usefulness of a Conm- 
mittee which might be of benefit to both Provinces. When their report came 
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before the House, the House would have power to resist it or not, according 
as they thought that the suggestions in it could be adopted or not. He 
believed this to be the object of the motion, and therefore he would resist 
the appointment of any other persons to the Committee excepting those admit- 
ted to be necessary to assist in its investigation. He knew his hon. friend 
opposite who had the responsibility of the Ministers on his shoulders, and 

it was an awful load, objected to this Committee, and he doubted not that 

he would throw every obstacle in its way.3 ((But)) if they dreamed to see 

a great system of Railways carried out, they would let the Committee alone. 
To-day some members, namely Mr. Holmes and others, were absent, which obliged 
them to adjourn till to-morrow. The Committee was too large to work--and by 
adding to it they would only injure it, as with an addition they could not 
divide, and thus they would have the proposed Railways in a state both unfav- 
ourable and disgraceful to the country. 


SIR A. MACNAB read the rules of Parliament with regard to the election 

of committees showing that to increase a committee notice must be given? , 
((and also showing)) that they should not consist of more than fifteen mem- 
bers, and that was in the House of Commons, where there were between six 

and seven hundred members, and the majority of members appointed should form 
a quorum. Now, the hon. gentlemen opposite had nothing to do but to appoint 
so many members that it would be impossible to get a quorum, and thus the 
business would be knocked on the head.2? His side of the House had offered 
a factious opposition to the Government, but if every motion originating on 
his side of the House was to be put down by the large majority, forbearance 


on their part would be at an end. He thought that the gentlemen opposite 
would find that the minority could do what they had not done hitherto, and 
give them as much trouble as they gave the minority.--(Derisive cries of 


"Hear, hear.")59 


COL. PRINCE happened to be one of the Committee on Railways, and would 
like to see the hon. member for Welland added to the Committee, but could 
not agree to putting all interested in Railways on the Committee; 0 (Che) ) 
thought that if every one whose constituents were interested in any railroad 
was put on the Committee, it would include the whole House (hear, hear. )61 
((He)) said he would vote for the measure--not that he agreed with hon. 
members that an increase of committee was necessary, he thought the present 
committee sufficient for all useful purposes--but he would not oppose it 
because he thought it should go forth to the country that this liberal par- 
liament©2, this wonderful protector of the rights and privileges of the people, 
should be the very first to throw obstacles in the way of63 all progress, and 
particularly this, the most important of all public improvements for indus- 
try and unity. He maintained the Committee could not have been better chosen, 
but under the protest he had made he would vote for the addition.°4 He 
would ... vote for this and for other similar motions, > he would vote to 
add ten other names to the committee, because it would help to convince 
the people of that which he believed the greater part were already convinced-- 
that the present Parliament had no desire to forward the public improvement 
of the country, one proof of which was their unjustifiable, unwarrantable, 
unparliamentary proceeding, in proroguing the present Parliament before it 
had done one atom of good to the country at large: it would serve to convince 
the people that with all their professions of liberality, they had neither® 
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the desire, the means or the ability to carry on the business of the country. 67 


Cae 
The House dtvided; and the names betng called for, they were taken down; 
as follow:-- 


YEAS. 

Messteurs Armstrong, Beaubien, Bouthtllter, Cauchon, Chabot, Davignon, 
DeWitt, Drummond, Fortter, Fournter, Fourquin, Guillet, Habis Laterrtére, 
Laurin, Lemteux, Macdonald of GLENGARRY, Marquis, M'Farland, Mongenats, 

P Prince, Rtchards yeau, Scott of 


Morrison, Nelson, Notman, apinedu, , ,» Sauvag A 
TWO MOUNTAINS, Smith of DURHAM, Taché, Thompson, and Watts.--(32.) 


NAYS. 

Messteurs Badgley, Bell, Cayley, Chauveau, Christie, Crysler, Cuthbert, 
Gugy, Macdonald of KINGSTON, Sir Allan N. MacNab, M'Connell, M'Lean, Merritt, 
Robinson, Sherwood of BROCKVILLE, Sherwood of TORONTO, Webster, Wetenhaill, 
and Witlson.--(19.) 





The names having been called, it appeared that Messrs. Holmes and Jobin 
had not voted. 68 


MR. HOLMES being called on, said that after the remarks of the hon. 
member for Essex, he should vote for the ayes. 9 


MR, JOBIN did the same. /9 


(ol) 
So tt was carried tn the Affirmative, 


Ordered, That Mr. Thompson and Mr. Duchesnay be added to the Standing 
Committee on Ratlways and Telegraph Lines. 


Mr. Davignon moved, seconded by Mr. Lemieux, That Mr. Cauchon, Mr. 
Mongenats, Mr. Beaubten, and Mr. Watts, be added to the Standing Committee 
on Ratlways and Telegraph Lines. 


Roars of laughter./1 
MR. WATTS intimated his intention to move for ... two others. /2 


SIR A. MACNAB had little more to say; but he hoped/3 that at all 
events’4 the Reporters in this House would do the minority justice, and 
show the people of this country the intention of the majority in this most 
un-parliamentary proceeding/>, He hoped that it would go forth to the 
country who it was who, by this unusual and unparliamentary course, had 
smothered the proceedings of the Committee. (Hear, hear.) He did not 
believe that the constituents of the hon. member for Middlesex would quite 
approve of his making a Committee of twenty when the rules of the House 
on no occasion allowed a larger number than sixteen. (Hear, hear.) This 
was the first time in his parliamentary career that he had ever seen 
a measure destroyed by such an indirect and unparliamentary course as had 
been pursued on the present occasion. (Hear, hear.) He regretted it: 
he was sorry for it. He did not think that the gentlemen opposite had 
anything to complain of in the manner in which the minority had offered 
their opposition. (Hear, hear.) He did not think they could call it 
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factious: but if they thought that, they could justify this course to the 
country why they must pursue it. He left it for the country to say why this 
proceeding had taken place. He asked the hon. gentlemen opposite if this 
was a fair mode of proceeding? He put it to them, was it a correct mode of 
proceeding? /6 They could not justify themselves for their conduct before 
the country and as the Speaker had decided we are not bound to follow the 
proceedings of the House of Commons, he would ask if the Committee had not 
been fairly struck and equally divided?// What fault could they find with 
the way in which the Committee was struck? Was not one half from Upper and 
one half from Lower Canada?--was not one half of it from one side of the 
House and the other half from the other? He asked the hon. member for 
Middlesex if his constituents were not/’8 as much interested in the completion 
of the Grand Western Railway as any other parties?79 He asked the hon. 
member for Montreal if every sensible man in Montreal8l were not, above 
all things, interested in the Portland Railway--if they did not feel that 
it was as important a measure as their representative could attend to? 82 
((He)) thought the people of Montreal felt that the completion of the Port- 
land Railroad was the most important work that could be done to benefit 
their city83, Why then should the majority attempt thus to smother an 
inquiry, merely because it was set on foot by a person not in the majority 
of the House?84 He warned the Government that they would pay up for this-- 
that the opposition were disposed to cause them as little embarrassment as 
possible; but, that if this was to be the order of things, they might look 
out.85 They must take a lesson from this: forbearance must not hereafter 
be expected from them on that side of the House86 as all measures emanating 
from the minority were, he plainly saw, to be damned.87 He could give the 
hon. gentlemen opposite as much trouble as they could give him: and if the 
minority turned over a new leaf, let this proceeding be remembered. (Loud 
cries of "Hear, hear.") 88 


MR. J. S. MACDONALD thought the addition to the Committee was on account 
of the great interest felt by the House on Railways. 89 ((He)) thought that 
this was a matter of vast importance to the whole Province, and that members 
who took an interest in the matter had a right to be added to the Committee. 
(Hear, hear.)--Why not have as many on this Committee as they had on the 
School Committee of 1841? Was that precedent unparliamentary? Why did not 
the hon. and gallant knight raise his voice then? (Hear, hear.) It ought 
to be a matter of great satisfaction to the hon. and gallant knight that 
they on that side of the House were damaging themselves with the country; 
for the sooner they did it, the sooner would he and his friends regain the 
seats which they had lost. (Hear, hear.) But he opined it would be a 
long time yet. (Cheers. ) 29 


MR. NOTMAN had given and should give no vote in that House which he 
should not at all times and under all circumstances be able to justify. 
(Hear, hear.) After the vote he had given to-day, he was perfectly pre- 
pared to meet his constituents and abide their judgment; and by their judg- 
ment he was willing to be guided, rather than by the judgment of the hon. 
and gallant knight, (hear, hear,) who had presumed to rebuke him (Mr. N.) 
for the independent vote which he had given. (Cheers.) He had exercised 
his judgment in every case, and voted for the good of the country and of 
the great constituency which had sent him there.91 He said it ill became 
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Sir Allan to talk of the interest of his (Mr. N.'s) large and influential 
constituency, when he had markedly omitted his name from a committee in 
which his constituents were so much interested. 22 While he (Mr. N.) re- 
presented the largest county in93 Upper Canada, 94 a county, too, through 
which the intended railroad was to pass;--while his constituents, whose 
interests he was here to defend, were deeply interested in this matter-- 
the gallant knight had not had the courtesy, the respect, towards that 
constituency to add his name to the Committee. He had been excluded from 
it, and excluded for reasons best known to the hon. and gallant knight.-- 
He had thought that when the Committee was struck, that his name might 
have been on it; and seeing that the name of the hon. member for London 
was there, he wanted to know what disqualified him from being there too. 
(Hear, hear.)95 He was in favor as much as anyone of the Great Western 
Railway, but he wished to see all interests represented on so important 

a committee. The hon. and gallant knight had named the Committee to 
suit his own purposes, and had risen with a display of temper and feeling 
which was unbecoming one who had been so long in Parliament, and had fil- 
led the dignified position of Speaker. They might have expected from hin, 
if from any man, sobriety and good taste, rather than to rise and assail 
any member of this House who chose fearlessly to perform his duty.--(Cheers.) 
He had told them that they need expect no further forbearances from that 
side of the House. Forbearance! Were they to be bearded with language 
like that?--were they to be told that because they chose to discharge 
their duty fearlessly, that they were to be visited with a termination of 
the "forbearance" of the ministry? (Cheers.) It was monstrous; and he 
charged the hon. gentleman with having some other object in view--some 
other interest at heart--rather than the welfare of their common country. 
Whilst he had a seat in that House, he would not sit quietly and allow 
aspersions to be cast on his conduct or votes--(hear, hear.) While he 

had the honour of representing the great constituency which he did, he 
should express himself even with the forbearance of the hon. and gallant 
knight, and he was satisfied that he would be happy to go back to the 
county of Middlesex, and to be placed side by side with the gallant knight, 
to await the decision of the electors. (Cheers.)9/ He was not afraid 

of the hon. gentleman's influence in Middlesex, and would be happy to have 
him as an opponent--he meant to do his duty, and had no fear of satisfying 
his constituents. 98 


SIR A. MACNAB rose to cries of "spoke" and "question."22 This hon. 
gentleman said he would be happy to run side by side with mel00 and bow to 
the decision of his constituentslOl, He tried it once, and came off second 
best. (Laughter.) I did not cast any aspersions on the hon. gentleman, 
but he has upon me. He says that I am activated by some other motives 
than the desire of carrying out this great undertaking: he has not con- 
descended to say what these motives are. Perhaps the hon. gentleman! 
would like me to sit down while he statesl03 what these motives are. I 
don't think he had any right to arraign my motives. I call it a breach 
of the privileges of the House.l 


MR. NOTMAN.--What I meant to say was, that from the conduct of the hon. 
gentleman, I had a right to assume that he had some other motive.105 
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SIR A. MACNAB.--Well, that's a kind of explanation I don't understand; 
but if he means to say that I am advancing opinions which are not my own, 
and am dissembling why it's something which were I to call it by its proper 
name would not be parliamentary and might displease the hon. gentleman, so 
I'll not do it. Does the hon. member cast any aspersions on the gentlemen 
named on the Committee? No; he can't do it. I believe the hon. gentlemen 
opposite are acting under a wrong motive, and hope to quash the proceed- 
ings of this Committee, and keep it off till the House is prorogued, and 
the hon. gentleman opposite will have an opportunity of telling his con- 
stituents that he assisted to make the Committee so large that it could 
not work. After all, the grand complaint of the hon. member is a younger 
man than the hon. member for London , 106 Mr. Wilson,10/7 who has, perhaps, 
as much of the good will of the people of Middlesex as any man in it; and 
I think if he had been his opponent, the hon. member for Middlesex might 
not have been here on this occasion. I selected a gentleman who has lived 
in the county for years, whilel8 he ((Sir Allan)) believed ... ((Mr. Not- 
man)) did not know much of the county represented,199 ((and)) was never 
known ((there) )110, as, if he remembered right, he was put in that con- 
stituency by an active Reform Association.ll1 I have selected a gentle- 
man who represents the county quite as much as the hon. member1tl2 ((and)) 
not out of disrespect for the hon. member for Middlesex, but in consequence 
of Mr. Wilson's greater experience, 113 The hon. member concluded by read- 
ing the names of the Committee, to show the impartiality with which they 
had been selected.11 


MR. PAPINEAU ... spoke in Frenchll5, ((He)) said he would vote against 
the motionll®, ((He)) thought the Committee was large enough, if it was 
really intended it should work; but he thought they ought first to ascer- 
tain the state of the funds of the Province, as he believed the Province 
was greatly in debt and the warrants for the payment of the Salaries of 
Officials were not all paidll/, The resources of the country were not now 
in a state to carry out great public works.118 The truth WHS. ce tasty 2s 
it were intended to recommend new enterprises, the countryl19 through the 
measures of the late administration,1 was too much in debt, to undertake 
them rashly. This was evident from the want of result to the late mission 
of one of the ex ministers in England, where he had failed to procure funds 
even from the government, which was most bound to furnish them. It was 
therefore, he thought, desirable to add a few new members to the original 
committee, in order to fix its attention on those regulations which he 
thought the proper subject of their consideration; such as the moderation 
of fares, the conduct of the people engaged upon them, the speed of the 
trains, and so forth. If more names were added, the committee would be- 
come impracticable. In the United States they were now abandoning their 
erroneous system of protection on manufactures, and they would thus be 
able to sell at a price that would prevent Canada from imposing high du- 
ties. As, however, he wished the committee to report, he should vote 
against the motion, for its further extension, as the abuse of a good 
thing.121 He again also alluded to the folly of proroguing the House at 


‘ : . : ; : 19:2 
a period when the business of the country required so much investigation. 


MR. CHAUVEAU opposed the motion in French.123 ((He)) would vote 
against the increase of the Committee.t 


MR. INSP. GEN. CAYLEY rose to reply to the remarks made by the hon. member for St. 
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Maurice relative to his mission to England, which he was sure he did not 
wish to impugnl25, ((He)) allowed the country was in debt, and went last 
year to obtain a loan for the Government, but ... he could negotiate no 
loanl26, He would, ((however)), to prevent erroneous impressions going 
forth, state that his mission in England had not been unsuccessful. 

((He)) spoke of the benefits which had accrued to Canada from the proceeds 
of his mission, in consequence of the extension of the loan of £175,000128 | 
the difference of exchange between the guarantee given by Great Britain and 
the sum actually borrowed ,129 and other measures of importancel30, The Home 
Government remitted the Payment of the interest on the three million loan 
((and)) consented to waive the payment of the installments due by the 
colony for four years. The money market was not then in a good condition, 
andl32 all foreign securities were below parl33. This made the operations 
of the government drag on slowly; but it had since invested all the money 
granted by Parliament .134 As to the difficulties of the country ,135 the 
fact was ... that this load of debt was not created by the last government; 
but was left them by their predecessors.136 ((He)) though((t)) that the 
committee first struck would have accomplished all that it was necessary 
for them to accomplish, 13/7 he thought ... ((it)) sufficiently large, and 
would vote against increasing it. 


MR. CAUCHON objected altogether to the mode in which this committee 
had been originally appointed, it ought to have been done by the House. 
(Hear, hear.)139 ((He)) would vote for the increase to the Committee, as 
the present one only represented particular interests. 


MR. WATTS would likewise vote for an increase to the Committee. In 
reference to the Journals hon. members would find that in 1841 the Educa- 
tion Committee was composed of 21 members, when Mr. Sherwood, of Toronto, 
was in office. 


MR. H. SHERWOOD.--As this was the precedent Parliament, he had no doubt 
that they would carry this as they had all other measures. As to the 
allusion of Mr. Watts, he would say he was not in office during Lord Syden- 
ham's Administration. 142 


MR. ARMSTRONG would wish to see men on the Committee not interested in 
running Railways in particular localities.14 


MR. DRUMMOND said, that he did not see why insinuations should be thrown 
out against hon. members on that side of the House, tending to accuse them 
of desiring to swamp the committee. It was very desirable that members re- 
presenting large counties through which section of the country any of these 
proposed railways were to pass should be on the committee. If the Education 
Committee of 1841 was allowed to be composed of 21 members, he thought that 
a Committee on Railways generally should be composed of at least an equal 
number, if not a larger.--(Hear, hear.) 144 ((He would move)) in amendment 
that the names of Dr. Beaubien and Cauchon be struck out of the motion, and 
that of Dr. Fortier added. The County of Nicolet and that section of the 
Country, was not at all represented on the Committee. He therefore proposed 
to add Dr. Fortier, and retain hon. members for Vaudreuil and St. Francis, 
who represented sections for the Country much interested in Railways. 
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(61) 
Mr, Drummond moved tn amendment, seconded by Mr. Nelson, and the Ques- 
tion being put, That the names of Mr. Cauchon and Mr. Beaubten be struck 
out of the satd Motton, and the name of Mr. Fortter be substituted. 


MR. RICHARDS called attention of (sic) the fact that there was only one 
man on the committee, representing a place between Montreal and Toronto, 146 


(51) 
The House divided; and tt passed in the Negative.147 
The Questton being then put on the main Motton, the House again divided; 
and the names being called for, they were taken down; as follow:-- 


WAALS e 
Messteurs Armstrong, Bouthillier, Cauchon, Chabot, Davignon, Drummond 


3 : Oe ee eee 
Fortier, Fournter, Fourqutn, Guillet, Holmes , Jobin, Laterritére, Laurin, 
Lemieux, Marquis, M'Farland, Mongenats, Morrison, Nelson, Notman, Richards, 
Sauvageau, Seott of TWO MOUNTAINS, Smith of DURHAM, Taché, Thompson, and 


Watts.--(268.) 


NAYS. 
Messteurs Badgley, Bell, Boulton of NORFOLK, Cayley, Chauveau, Christie, 
Crysler, Cuthbert, DeWitt, Duchesnay, Gugy, Johnson, Macdonald of KINGSTON, 
Str Allan N. MacNab, Malloch, M'Connell, M'Lean, Merritt, Papineau, Robinson 


; pa ie OS) 
Seymour, Sherwood of TORONTO, Smith of FRONTENAC, Stevenson, Webster, Weten- 


— > 5) 
hall, and Wilson.--(27.) 
MR. H. SHERWOOD made an... attempt to prevent Mr. Drummond's vote being 


taken, on the ground that he had left the House in the interval between his 
own vote being taken and the names being read.+ 


MR. MORIN however ruled the vote was good 49, 


(61) 
So tt was carrted in the Affirmative. 


Ordered, That Mr. Cauchon, Mr. Mongenats, Mr. Beaubten, and Mr. Watts, be 
added to the Standing Committee on Railways and Telegraph Lines. 


MR. WETENHALL moved for a statement of all Patents issued for land in 
the County of Waterloo between the lst January 1847, and the 15th January 
1848. He stated that in 1841, by a return of the Crown Land Commissioner, 
there were only 170 male inhabitants in the Owen Sound Townships in the 
County of West Halton, (now Waterloo), but notwithstanding, over one thou- 
sand votes had been poueed for Mr. Webster, the Government candidate at 
the late election.15 


(a7) 
Crown Land Resolved, That an hwnble Address be presented to 
Patents. Hie Excellency the Governor General, praying that 


His Excellency will be pleased to cause to be 
laid before this House, a Return of all Patents from the Crown for Lands 
in the County of Waterloo, between the first day of January, 1847, and the 
present day; and the names of the persons to whom such Patents were granted; 
the dates thereof; and the names of the persons by whom the certificates of 


having performed the settlement duties were stgned; and the name of the 
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of the agent or person to whom the satd Patents were entrusted. 


Ordered, That Mr. Wetenhall, Mr. Drummond, Mr. Richards, and Mr. Morrison, 
do present the said Address to His Excellency the Governor General. 


(52) 
Great Western Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to Hts 
Ratlroad. Excellency the Governor General, praying that Hts 


Excellency wtll be gractously pleased to direct 
the proper Officer to lay before thts House, the Correspondence whteh has 
taken place between the Government and the Great Western Rattlroad Company. 


Ordered, That Sir Allan_N. MacNab, the Honorable Mr. Macdonald, the Honor- 
able Mr. Badgley, and the Honorable Mr. Robinson, do present the satd 


Address to Hts Excelleney the Governor General. 


On motion of Sir Allan N. MacNab, seconded by the Honorable Mr. Robin- 
son, 


Railways and Ordered, That the Standing Committee on Ratlways and 
Telegraph Lines. Telegraph Lines have leave to report from time 


to time; with power to send for persons, papers, 
and records. 


Ole cucy151 moved for a select committee! ((consisting of Messrs.)) 
Prince, Jobin, Flint, Drummond, Malloch, Latteriére (sic), Gugyl53, to 
inquire and report whether any, and if any, what Legislative measures could 
be adopted to repress the evils growing out of intemperance.154 Sir A. 
McNab's name was put on the Committee at first oN Gol . Gugy appealed to 
Sir Allan MacNab to second the motion,156 


SIR A. MACNAB appealed to the Speaker if it was not unparliamentary to 
refer a matter to a member, when he was opposed to fel 1 eit tis mot ipar- 
liamentary to make such a proposal to a member opposed to the motion. 
(Laughter. )158 


MR. DRUMMOND.--We'll call the hon. gentleman the intemperance member. 
(Hear, hear, and laughter. )199 


MR. FLINT ... seconded the motion1l60, 


COL. GUGY was not going to give a temperance lecture, but would sub- 
mit part of his plan to this House.+ There were vices, he said, which 
no Legislative measures could reach, if moral restraint could not affect 
them they could not be reached at all, and intemperance was one; but it 
was in the power of the Legislature to reduce the number of houses which 
tempted the population to vice, and this was one of the principal objects 
he had in view. In the City of Montreal the number of licensed taverns 
is 305, and it had been ascertained by the police that the number of unli- 
censed houses was 500, or nearly twice as many as the licensed houses.+ 
They were under the control of the Magistrates, subject to be over-ruled 
by the Executive. The system was a uot bad one--indeed it was impossible 
to effect a cure until it was amended.163 ((It led)) to temptations to 
intoxication, that could not fail to have an evil effect upon the community, 
and to prove the fruitful source of every imaginable crime.164 He main- 
tained that one half of the lunatics, two thirds of the crime (sic) and 
suicides committed, and all the pauperism, were caused by the use of spirits. 165 
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Three-fourths of the police force might be dispensed with if liquor were 
not indulged in. The expense of the police was therefore a tax on the 
community for the benefit of the liquor sellers. Another fact was that 
the expenditure of the lower classesl66 in grog shops all over the coun- 
try, was enough to educatel67 all their children--pay for their schooling-- 
the families of those who drank were always sooner or later depraved. 
Drinking also brought on insanity ;168 and he would place thel69 habitual?/0 
drunkard under the interdict as the law did the prodigal, and act with 
drunkards as with lunatics. He would confine the licenses of those 

tavern keepers only that could show to a visiting police that they had 
good stabling and good accommodation!/1, There were various regulations 
at present existing which no one thought of enforcing, with regard to 
taverns; now he proposed that all houses of this sort should be put under 
the supervision of the Chief of the Police--that the supervision should 

be more complete, and that there should be a gradual diminuation of the 
licenses granted. He would also prevent the subletting of bar-roomsl/2 
which created, in some grog shops in this city, half-a~dozen vendors of 
poison under one license, causing the spread of the typhus and the cholera, 
perhaps, as it is generally expected, and by a strict supervision of ta- 
ore coe ((and)) the prevent((ion of)) the adulteration of liquorl74 
hinder them from being, as they are now, in many instances, dens of thieves, 
and receiving houses for stolen goods. He would keep faith with those 
that have licenses, but he would punish the heads of establishments who 
sheltered themselves for their misconduct under the assertion that those 
they employed did it unknown to them. He would show to this House how 
profitable grog selling was. In a room not larger than twelve by four- 
teen, and not a gun shot from this House, a man had cleared, in thirteen 
months, £700. Another, in three years, £5,000, and it appeared to him 
that these enormous pegonrs told against the morality of the community 

in which they lived. 73 He would also enforce the penalties against 

those who sold liquor without a license--the price of the license, £6, 

was not one third of what it should be--he would greatly augment that. He 
would also deprive the Executive of the power of reversing the decisions 
of the Magistrates. Some years agol/6 he was one of seventyl// Magistrates 
that were six weeks visiting all the taverns in Montreall78, ((they) ) 
unanimously determined to reduce the number of public houses,1 and 
though they declared one third180 ((or about)) 50 or 60 of the most notor- 
iously improper persons+ 1 unfit to have licenses, still, as it was on 

the eve of an Election, the Executivel82 were unmprincipled enough to 
exercise their prerogative and issue licenses to unworthy persons in 

spite of the bench of Magistrates,183 who ought to be independent of the 
Executive in cases of this kindl® , and their remonstrance. It was well 
understood that political influence at the election was the cause of 

this iniquitous proceeding. 185 He would therefore deprive the Executive 
of this power, and vest it in the hands of perhaps one magistrate,186 In 
Country Parishes, Ministers and Magistrates and other officers, ought to 
decide on the fitness of all applicants for keeping houses of entertain- 
ment, while now, on the Parish authorities refusing a license, the Execu- 
tive can, and often do, grant it.187 He did not expect to reach the 
drunkard in his own house, but he proposed to diminish, as much as it was 
in the power of the law to do, the number of those who were entitled to 
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traffic in liquor--to make them as much as possible persons of high char- 
acter--to place them under effectual supervision and control, and to make 
them subject to severe penalties in case of their disobeying the laws .188 
His only object was moral restraint; if, by that, you cannot hinder man 
from degrading himself, nothing will. § He concluded by moving for the 
committee.1 


DR. NELSON addressed the House in support of the motion?! C1) 
est d'accord avec le membre pour Sherbrooke sur la facilité avec laquelle 
le gouvernement exécutif se rendait au désir de ceux qui demandaient des 
licenses!92, ((He)) corroborated the statement of Colonel Gugy that the 
Government had reversed the decision of the Montréal Magistrates with 
regard to the granting of licenses in order to subserve election purposes.193 
Cette pratique a excité beaucoup d'indignation parmi les magistrats. 
((He also)) corroborated what fell from Col. Gugy as to the unfitness of 
many tavern-keepers to afford the accommodation required by law.29 


DR. LATERRIERE dit que l'intempérance de langage dont 1'hon. membre 
pour Sherbrooke s'est rendu coupable dans une occasion précédente méri- 
tait bien aussi d'@tre réprimée. S'il ne boit que de l'eau cette intem- 
pérance devait @tre attribuée 4 son mauvais tempéramment qui pourrait 
probablement @tre corrigé par le chloroforme ou le magnétisme aussi bien 
que par une loi. Les lois répressives ont presque toujours l'effet d'en- 
courager le commerce de contrebande. Cependant il voterait pour un comité 
d'enquéte.196 


MR. WILSON proposed to move an amendment that drunkenness be made an 
indictable offence.19/ ((He)) condemned the indiscriminate issue of Licenses, 
and said if drunkenness were a crime, it ought to be made an indictable 
offencel98 (laughter,) and that the Magistrates should have jurisdiction 
over cases of intemperance. 1? 


COL. PRINCE thought this motion ought to be supported ... that it was 
a very proper motion. Justices in Quarter Sessions assembled ought to be 
restrained from granting licenses improperly. (Hear, hear.) If he 
understood the motion aright, it was this, that there should be a committee 
to inquire into the best mode of restraining intemperance not a motion 
for the purpose of establishing Temperance Societies; if it were that, he 
should vote against it. (Laughter.) But as a magistrate of some years 
practice in the western country, the ultima thule of Canada he must bear 
his testimony to the fact that there was a vast deal of intemperance occa- 
sioned by the facility afforded to Magistrates in Quarter Sessions assem- 
bled for granting licenses and enabling parties to establish taverns where 
they were not wanted. He was no friend of drunkenness201 , he approved 
of temperance societies ... but he disapproved of their being made the 
subject of legislation, and he thought that any man who had any command 
over himself, or respect for his character, might retain that respect202 
((and)) abstain from brutal intosieant onl: without being coerced into it 
by societies. (Loud cries of hear, hear.) He (Col. P.) was a great 
friend of Sir John Barleycorn (hear,) and but for strong beer and beef 
the British bayonet would never had carried its way as it had done to the 
hearts of their enemies; and what would become of all the barley204 which 
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te¥sockareely grown? if these temperance societies were fostered by the 
law of the land206 ((and)) beer and whiskey were not manufactured? Amidst 
much laughter he sat down.207 


SIR A. MACNAB said, considering the state he saw the hon. member for 
West Halton in last night, he was astonished Mr. ... ((Wilson)) should say 
that he (Sir A. McNab) had turned the tables on him with his, he was going 
to say, impertinence; but he would say tact, 29 (eaten ce nee09 Still he 
would wish drunkenness to be more severely punished. 210 


MR. BELL made a temperance speech211l in favour of the motion.212 


MR. FLINT rose and said it was not his intention to make a long speech; 
but he fully concurred with what had fallen from the hon. member for 
Sherbrooke with respect to the evils and increase of intemperance. The 
hon. member recapitulated the statements of the hon. member for Sherbrooke, 
and made some facetious allusion to the tavern, or at least to the bar, in 
the House, which was very frequently visited by hon. members, especially 
by his hon. friend the member for Essex. He then alluded to the class of 
houses possessing necessary accommodations for travellers, which alone 


should be licensed,--and expressed his determination to support the motion. 23 


MR. WILSON urged that the crime of drunkenness should be treated as an 
indictable and punishable offence. There had been a time, and not too long 
ago too, when a law of this kind could not be put in force because public 
opinion was very much in favour of the drinking habits of the community, but 
that feeling had in a great measure subsided, and these habits were now 
considered disreputable. He thought therefore that there would be no objec- 
tion to punish drunkards. 


COL. PRINCE rose, and ... alluded to the expressions which had fallen 
from the hon. member for Hastings .215 ((He)) thought it very unfair in his 
friend to allude to him. He had, it is true, been at the Bar for the last 
hour with his friend, the member for Hastings216 | and never spent an hour 
more pleasantly?1/, he really thought that something stronger than water 
kept his honorable friend there. In all tee-total houses the landlord kept 
a drop of something. 718 In fact, he thought the hon. member for Hastings 
would make a good lawyer, for he was calculated to "shine at the bar." 

He should support the motion so far as the refusing licenses to improper 
houses. In allusion to the proposal of Mr. Wilson?29 he thought not 
only should drunkenness be made an indictable offence, but that persons 
who charged those with drunkenness who were sober, should also be indict- 
able22l_-when a gentleman published in the newspapers that a Barrister was 
drunk in open court! 


Some good humoured banter on the same subject took place between 
SIR A. MACNAB and MR. WILSON223, 


(62) 
Intemperance. Resolved, That a Select Committee, composed of Mr. 


Gugy, Mr. DeWitt, Mr. Laterriére, Mr. Jobin, 
Mr, Flint, Mr. Drummond, and Mr. Malloch, be appointed to enquire and 
report whether any and what Legislative measures can be adopted to repress 
the evils growtng out of Intemperance, to report thereon with all conventent 


speed; with power to send for persons, papers, and records. 
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MR. WILSON, seconded by COL. GUGY, ((moved)) ... that the committee 
have power to report that the crime of drunkenness be an indictable offense, 
and punishable under the Petty Trespass Act.224 


(52) 
Ordered, That tt be an Instruction to the satd Committee, to enqutre tnto 
and report upon the expedtency of making the ertme of drunkenness an 
indictable offence, or an offence puntshable under the petty Trespass 


Act. 
On motion of Mr. Flint, seconded by Mr. Johnson, 


River Motra Resolved, That this House do now resolve ttself into 
itdes' Act. a Committee of the whole House, to constder the 


expedteney of amending the Act relating to Sitdes 

on the River Motra. 

The House accordingly resolved ttself into the Committee. 

Mr. Laurin took the Chatr of the Committee; and after some time spent 
therein, 

Mr, Speaker resumed the Chair; 

And Mr. Lemteux reported that the Committee had come to a Resolutton; 
whitch was read, as followeth:-- 


Resolved, That tt ts expedient to repeal the Act passed tn the ninth year 
of Her Majesty's Retgn, intituled, "An Act to requtre Slides of certain 
dtmenstons to be erected upon the several Mill Dams in the River Moira, 
and its tributaries, in the District of Vtetorta," and to make better 
provtston for the construction of Aprons to Dams upon the satd River 


Moira. 





The satd Resolution betng again read a second time, was agreed to. 





River Motra Ordered, That Mr. Flint have leave to bring in a Bill 
MeL Vepame BLL: to repeal the Act therein mentioned, and to make 


better proviston for the construction of Aprons 
to Dams upon the Rtver Moira. 
He accordingly presented the satd Btll to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second 
time, to-morrow. 


Message from The Honorable Mr. Boulton delivered to Mr. Speaker 
Hts Excellency. a Message from Hts Excellency the Governor General, 


stgned by Hts Excellency. 
And the satd Message was read by Mr. Speaker, all the Members of the 
House betng uncovered; and ts as followeth:-- 


Bequharnots ELGIN AND KINCARDINE: 

Electton. The Governor General tnforms the Legtslative 
Assembly, in reply to thetr Address of the 1st instant, 

praying that measures may be taken for the GESCOUCI Ys apprehenston, and 

puntshment of the tndtviduals who foretbly took from the possession and 

custody of the Deputy Returning Officers, the Poll Books of the Township 

of Dundee and the Parish of St. Antcet, in the County of Beauharnots, during 


eerie 
the late Election for that County, that he has tssued a Proclanatton, 
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offering a Reward of One hundred pounds for the apprehension and conviction 
of the offenders above menttoned. 


Government House, 
Montreal, 16th March, 1848. 


A. B. Paptneau. The Honorable Mr. Boulton presented, pursuant to 
Addresses to Hts Excellency the Governor General, -- 

Return to two Addresses from the Legtslative Assembly to His Excellency 

the Governor General, dated, respectively, the 30th June, 1847, and the Ist 

March, 1848, in the case of A. B. Papineau, Esquire, of St. Martin. 


Appendtx (0.) For the satd Return, see Appendix (0.) 
Public Works. The Honorable Mr. Boulton also presented, pur- 


suant to the dtrecttons of several Acts of the 
Provinetal Parliament,--Report of the Commisstoners of Publie Works, for 
the year 1847. 


Appendix (N.) For the satd Report, see Appendix (N.) 

Educatton. Also, Report of the Superintendent of Elementary 
Edueatton for Lower Canada, for the years 1846-7, 

Appendtx (P.) For the satd Report, see Appendix (P.) 

Jesutts' Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to His 

Estates. Excellency the Governor General, praying Hts Excel- 


leney to cause to be latd before this House, a 
Copy of the Securtty Bond given by Louts Eléonore Dubord, Esquire, as 
Agent for the Jesuitts' Estates, in the District of Three Rivers. 





Ordered, That Mr, Guillet, Mr. Gugy, Mr. Jobin, and Mr. Holmes, do present 
the satd Address to His Excellency the Governor General. 

Waterloo and Ordered, That Str Allan N. MacNab have leave to bring 

Hamilton Road tn a Bill to tneorporate a Company to construct 

Brie a Plank or Macadamized road between Waterloo 


and Hamilton. 
He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the ftrst time; and ordered to be read a second time, 
on Tuesday next. 


On motion of Mr. Drummond, seconded by the Honorable Mr. Boulton, 


ache A A) 
Supply. Ordered, That the Order of the day for recetving the 


Report of the Committee of the whole House, to 
whieh tt was referred to consider of the Motton made on Tuesday, the 
fourteenth instant, That a Supply be granted to Her Majesty, be now read. 

And the same betng read; 
Mr. M'Farland, from the said Committee, reported a Resolution; which 
was read, as followeth:-- 


Resolved, That a Supply be granted to Her Majesty. 


The satd Resolution being read a second time, was agreed to. 


Resolved, That thts House will, to-morrow, resolve itself into a Committee 
of the whole House, to consider of the Supply granted to Her Majesty. 
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Western Telegraph The Order of the day for the second reading of 
Company Btil. the Bill to tneorporate "The Western Telegraph Com- 


pany," being read; 
MR. WILSON moved a second reading of the Western Telegraph Bil122°, 


(52) 
The Btll was accordingly read a second time; and referred to the Stand- 
tng Committee on Ratlways and Telegraph Ltnes. 





(53) 
On motton of Mr. Morrison, seconded by Mr. DeWitt, 
Russell Resolved, That the Petttton against the Return of the 
Electton. sttting Member for the County of Russell, ts not 


now pending, the Petitioner having fatled to enter 
into the Recognizance required by law, 226 


Orders Ordered, That the remaining Orders of the day be 
deferred. postponed unttl to-morrow. 


Then, on motion of Mr. Fournter, seconded by Mr. Chabot, 


ee ee 
The House adjourned, 227 


APPENDIX: 16 MARCH 1848. 


((NOTICES OF MOTIONS.)) 
Twomor three notices of motion... ((were)) passed?28, 
((NOTICE OF QUESTION RE: NEW CUSTOMS ACT.) 


MR. BADGLEY gave notice that he would ask the representatives of the 
Government in this House whether the Government intended to proclaim the 
new Custom's Act, and when, 22 


((WLTHDRAWN MOTION RE: APPOINTMENT OF SELECT COMMITTEE TO 
ENQUIRE INTO MANAGEMENT OF GROSSE ISLE QUARANTINE ESTABLISHMENT. )) 230 


COL. GUGY, seconded by MR. MCCONNELL, moved for the appointment of a 
select committee to enquire into the management of the Quarantine Establish- 
ment at Grosse Isle. He said that this motion concerned the vast body of 
persons who annually emigrated from Europe to this country; and if the emi- 
gration at all continued as it had done during the past year, it was of the 
last importance that measures should be taken to see how they had been 
treated on their arrival here and to prevent if possible the horrors of the 
past year. (Hear, hear.) The number of persons that left Great Britain 
last year for the port of Quebec was 98,100; the number who arrived there 
was 86,503; admitted to the hospital at Grosse Isle, 34,523--that was to 
say, three eights of the number landing were admitted to the hospital, an 
event unparalleled in the annals of history. By the 3lst of September last, 
one out of avery five of those who left the British shores had perished. 
(Hear, hear.)2> He alluded to his remarks on a previous occasion, when 
he had spoken on the same subject, and when he had impugned the management 
ofslr. Douglas.232 He had been censured for blaming Dr. Douglas, but233 
when any allusions to the shameful doings at the Quarantine station were 
made, every one was innocent, yet unnumbered evils had occurred.234 If 
this committee was granted, he should be able to establish cases of great 
public and private delinquency against the officers and subordinates of 
the Quarantine Establishment; it was, therefore, of the highest importance 
that the matter should be brought under the notice of the House. He had 
taken it up235 in the discharge of his duty as legislator236 ((and)) as an 
independent member--as one unconnected with either of the great parties 
that divided the House. 237 


Hear, hear, from both sides, 238 


COL. GUGY ((continued:)) Although it might bring down upon his head 
much obloquy239, ((he)) had a natural propensity to assert his and the 
people's rights ,240 ((and)) he was bound, in the performance of his sacred 
duty, towards a class of the population with whom he had little in common, 
to bring under the notice of the public charges of a very extraordinary 
description, affecting Dr. Douglas among others; and, in doing so, he was 
moved by a sentiment of justice towards Dr. Douglas himself. What he was 
about to say, had been whispered, and was the subject of universal conver- 
sation from one end of the Province to the other, and it was due to this 
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that he should be called before24h a tribunal competent to make every 
enquiry242 ((and)) be heard in his defence.243 He would here mention 

that he had no charges to make against any of the subordinate Medical 
Assistants244 of the Grosse Isle Establishment; but cases of great delin- 
quency--of horrible and detestible (sic) conduct--lay at the doors of 

the stewards and nurses. If the committee were granted, he should have 

no difficulty in proving that245 robbery was a case of daily occurrence. 
We have all heard of the robbery of the dead in the plague, and it is 
perhaps not generally known that these poor Irish carry money, and very 
often large sums, sewed up in their rags: and there was no difficulty 

in proving that the nurses and stewards robbed not only the dead but dy- 
ing247; that the nurses actually tore the wedding rings from the fingers 
of dying women.248 Women with their eyes nearly glazed in death had seen 
nurses creeping under their bed249, He could prove amongst other things, 
that wretches of the lowest description eae in that establishment, in 
a month or two, accumulated immense riches 50 He cited a case (one among 
many,) as a sample of facts that had been represented to him. The nurses 
and stewards were generally of bad character; and in the case he alluded 
to, a woman known to be poor and destitute when she accepted the situation 
of nurse, 221 ((was)) returning from Grosse Isle252 to Quebec293 after a 
stay of two months ((and had)) brought on the steamer a bag containing 
money, and while drunk dropped it on the deck, and the bag bursting 200 
sovereigns rolled out, the proceeds of her plunder at Grosse Isle; and 

it is a fact that the nurses generally were women of the most abandoned 
character.254 The steward to whose care the sums left by the dead 
emigrants had been confided, kept two books, (this was a fact of consid- 
erable importance,) in one of them??? , the one for the inspection of the 
Government256 , a parcel of worthless articles were entered; and in the 
other, a private one2>/ only seen by accident ,258 the articles of value 
extracted from the emigrants were entered;29? thus robbing the heirs of 
the unfortunates dying at the sheds; 260 and these cases were common, 
general, he believed, with one solitary exception. 61 these horrible 
facts could be proved, and262 from these facts, could they help dragging 
in horrible inference? These were the acts of those whose business it 
was to tend, to protect, to nurse the sick and the dying; but if they had 
an interest in preventing the recovery of their patients, was there not 

an inference which must occur to every man?263 The stewards and nurses 
had an interest in accelerating death.264 The patients were huddled to- 
gether without distinction of sexes, some wards containing over 300 persons 
and others being nearly empty. He might state also to the House and to 
the country, that the ships arriving were not regularly visited; that 
numbers of them brought a larger number of emigrants than it was competent 
of them to do under the law as then existed, without the offenders being 
punished. He would be able to prove that the rations dealt out for the 
benefit of the emigrants were stolen by the nurses and stewards,265 

for the((ir own)) benefit266, Cheating and theft were constantly adverted 
to, and no measures taken to punish the guilty.267 And now he would 
advert to Dr. Douglas, the superintendent. 268 He could™not* hold Dr. 
Douglas free of blame in his character of Superintendant (sic) . 269 ibe 
would naturally be asked how such cases of such flagrant delinquency could 
be allowed to occur without his interposition.2/0 He would ask this House, 
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if it is not natural for him to accuse Dr. Douglas.2/1 


COL. PRINCE rose to order.2/2 ((He)) asked if it was necessary to 
proceed further to arraign the character of a private gentleman, and to 
charge him with delinquencies which had not been proved?2/3 The motion 
before the House was for the appointment of a committee for which such 
ground had been laid that no man with one atom of humanity--no man with 
the slightest feeling for the human race—-could refuse it. (Hear, hear.) 
Then why enter into the charges against Dr. Douglas? It would be for 
the committee to enquire into their truth or falsehood.274 Till the Con- 
mittee had enquired into the facts, he would protest against any hon. 
member standing up in his place in that House and making observations 
calculated to destroy the reputation of a gentleman276 in Doctor Douglas' 
situation,2// ((who was)) perhaps quite undeserving of the imputation. 
(Hear, hear.)278 He would implore his learned friend, whose heart beats 
in the case of humanity, to abstain from attacking the character of any 
man; and he felt it the more, because, though not knowing Dr. Douglas ,2/9 
he had the highest opinion of his humanity and benevolence.280 He was 
convinced from one case in which Dr. Douglas had corresponded with his 
neighborhood, his heart was in the right place. A poor emigrant from 
that part of England which he came from, died at Grosse Isle, leaving an 
only child and 70 sovereigns--the relations of the child were traced to 
that part of the country where he lived; through the humane exertions of 
Dr. Douglas, the child was forwarded on to Toronto, but as yet had been 
traced no farther, but he was sure, from the way in which Dr. Douglas expres- 
sed himself on the occasion, that he would wrong no one. He would vote 
as every man in this House would for the Committee; that was the tribunal 
to judge Dr. Douglas, and if he or any one at Grosse Isle had wronged 
the poor Emigrant.,261 then let them be made public282, let them be punished, 
but let it not go forth that Dr. Douglas has done wrong.283 Condemn not 
aman, even in public opinion, unheard. The risks incurred by medical 
men in the case of humanity during the last summer in this country for 
no reward, no glory, but for pure philantropy (sic), surpassed the heroic 
actions of the warriors at Waterloo. He hoped the enquiry would be refer- 
red to a committee without further allusion to the subject. 284 In the 


COL. GUGY would take the course Colonel Prince recommended , 286 as 2t 
seemed to be the opinion of the House, although it was not his own view 
on the subject.287 ((He)) was prepared to stand or fall by the accusations 
he would make. He held it to be the duty of every member of this House 
to impeach great delinquencies, and to oo the recurrence of evils 
so enormous as those under discussion. 288 


MR. HOLMES thought that the hon. gentleman who had brought forward 
this subject had done a great service to the country at large, and he 
was very unwilling to believe that he would have advanced charges of so 
serious a kind against a gentleman holding so high an office as Dr. Doug- 
las held, one on which the lives of our fellow creatures depended, if he 
was not fully impressed with the certainty of his ability to substantiate 
them. He thought that if the hon. gentleman had the evidence which he had 
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led the House to believe he possessed, and could convince the House that 
the Superintendent at Grosse Isle was amenable to charges such as he had 
insinuated, 289 he should speak them out plata t taking the responsibility 

of the step. 290 It was a duty which he owed2 i not only to this country 

but to the world at large292 | to prevent the continuation in office of 

such an individual, who otherwise would next season have the superintend- 
ence of so large a mass of the people (hear, hear.) He believed that 

after what had been said that it would be far better that they should 

demand of the hon. member for Sherbrooke that he would come forward 

and state distinctly what were the charges he was prepared to bring 

against Dr. Douglas, that the Executive Government might not, for want 

of information, continue him in a situation so responsible as that of 
Superintendent of Grosse Isle. If the charge which had been insinuated 
against him was well founded, Dr. Douglas was an improper person to have 
charge of the establishment, and the Government293 would be under the 
necessity of suspending the eel implicated and would no doubt insti- 

tute an immediate inguiry.29 But if the charges could not be substanti- 
ated, then an opportunity ought to be offered to Dr. Douglas of demonstrating 
clearly that the accusations were unfounded?9>; he would be exonerated in 

the public mind from all the reports that have gone abroad.296 A committee 
of the House could not report this session, and it was of great consequence 
that another immigration season should not be entered on with such serious 
allegations unanswered.29/ He (Mr. H.) knew nothing of Dr. Douglas person- 
ally, but reports had gone abroad of gross delinquencies committed at Grosse 
Isle, and he much feared that too many of the circumstances detailed to-night 
had been matter of frequent occurrence there.298 


COL. PRINCE called the hon. gentleman to order; he had no right t 


attack a private individual.299 The Committee would make an ce oe 


MR. HOLMES was not attacking a private individual; he distinctly 
disclaimed any intention of attacking Dr. Douglas, nor did he express any 
opinion as to whether Dr. Douglas was amenable to the charges brought 
against him. But the Committee, if appointed, could not report this ses- 
sion, and if there was the slightest foundation for what had been alleged 
this evening, the Government ought to be called on to discontinue that 
gentleman in the position in which he now stood. He thought that the hon. 
gentleman who had brought this subject forward and made the motion for 
inquiry, should be called upon’to state distinctly whether he had evidence 
derogatory to the character of Dr. Douglas or not, and if he was prepared 
to substantiate the charges he had brought against him?301 


COL. GUGY had been about to inform the House when first interrupted by 
the hon. member for Essex , 302 that the information he derived was from 
sources he could rely on; and that many of these delinquencies were 
ascribed to the Superintendent, and was it not natural that he should be 
held responsible for their existence, because he derived profit and emolu- 
ment from his394 various offices at Grosse Isle, 395 and because it was his 
bounden duty to protect his patients and look after his subordinates. The 
hon. member for Montreal had made use of a term which was always disagree- 
able to him (Col. G.) He always asserted--affirmed;--he never "insinuated"; 
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and it was for the purpose of affirming what he believed to be facts that 
he stood there to-night , 306 ready, aye, willing to impeach30/ the capacity 
of Dr. Douglas in his character of Superintendent of the Grosse Isle 
Establishment308 , if it was not contrary to the rules of the House309, He 
stood there to inform the House, the country, and himself of these charges, 
in order that he might be ready to come forward in his defence. If it was 
the pleasure of the House that he should proceed, he would do so, even 
though it was at his peril: if, on the contrary, it was thought that it 
would be most conducive to the ends of justice that he should withhold his 
information, he would cheerfully acquiesce and be silent. But until he had 
elicited from the House an opinion on the matter, he would proceed to 
another branch of the subject. He thought it necessary that a public 
officer, a public curator of the property not only of the emigrants, but 

of the widows and orphans of those who died should be appointed, as it was 
known that a vast amount of property had been feloniously and unlawfully 
abstracted by those whose duty it was to protect the lives and property of 
the owners.-19 Mr, Cary was, it is true, appointed curator to the effects 
of emigrants, but that was only at the end of the season--locking the 

door after the horse was stolen. And as there is to be a large excess of 
population this year, officers ought to be appointed to protect the poor 
emigrants from the harpies always on the lookout to roll them?l1, These 
observations put the House sufficiently in possession of the views he 
entertained: he had thus far said not one word against the character of 
the Superintendent, save that for which, in his capacity of Superintendent, 
he might be held responsible. 312 He held him legally--aye, and morally res- 
ponsible for the actions of his subordinates. He would now yield to 
what he believed to be the sense of the House, and desist from his pain- 
ful duty. 314 


MR. RICHARDS recommended the hon. member for Sherbrooke to withdraw his 
motion, as the attention of the Government had been directed to it, and 
they would, no doubt, take the investigation into their own hands 212 


COL. PRINCE would not give up the Committee?16, ((He)) thought that 
the charge brought by the hon. member for Sherbrooke and endorsed by the 
hon. member for Montreal, ought not to be prejudicial to Dr. Douglas. 31/7 


MR. HOLMES had endorsed no charge against Dr. Douglas--he knew nothing 
whatever against him, but he conceived that if the accusations made were 
well founded, it would be well for the hon. gentleman to bring forward a 
distinct charge, in order that the Government might be enabled to remove 
Dr. Douglas if necessary. 


COL. PRINCE thought that the tenor of his observations went to this. 21? 


"Question, question. "329 


COL. PRINCE ((continued:)) Hon. gentlemen might cry "question" for 
seven hours, he would stand there till he was heard. (Laughter.) He 
thought that the hon. member for the City of Montreal had not suggested 
the proper course to be adopted. He had called upon the hon. member for 
Sherbrooke to come forward with a specific charge; the hon. member who 
represented the Metropolis of the Province had called upon the hon. member 
to make a specific charge on the floor of that House. 321 
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MR. HOLMES .... The hon. gentleman shall not misrepresent me. I said 
no such thing. I stated that if the hon. member for Sherbrooke had charges 
to prefer, he ought to come forward and make them; but that was a very dif- 
ferent thing from asking the hon. member to come forward and make a charge. 
(Hear, hear.) 322 


COL. PRINCE said his hon. friend had been out of Parliament for some 
time; when he had been in this House a few months longer he would learn to 
keep his temper. The hon. member for the Metropolis of Lower Canada cer- 
tainly had called upon the hon. member for Sherbrooke to make a specific 
charge--there could be no doubt about it.32 


MR. HOLMES.--If he had one, 324 


COL. PRINCE.--Well, the general tenor of his hon. friend's remarks went 
to assume that he had one. Now he would like to know if the House was a 
grand jury to discuss this matter325 or, perhaps, a new system was to be 
introduced under the new regime; under this regime he supposed, if he was 
to judge by the proceedings of the precedent majority, an office-holder 
was to be accused and found guilty at once, and kicked out, though at a 
distance.326 He referred particularly to past transactions with regard 
to Returning Officers. (Hear, hear.) The hon. member for Montreal had 
this crotchet in his head, that under the present regime a man holding 
office under the Government had but to be accused, to be found guilty. 
That might do under dynasties and despotism, but he (Col. P.) happened 
to be an old fashioned Englishman, and he did not approve of that doc- 
trine; that was his idea of a tyrannical government. It did not happen 
to suit his327 notions of liberty that men should be accused and kicked 
out in that way,34® and he could tell his hon. friend that it did not 
suit Responsible Government, and that there was no legitimate mode in 
which it could be brought before Parliament, except through the medium 
of a committee. He should no longer wish to be a member of any House, 
or to address any House, under any circumstances whatever, where, accord- 
ing to the doctrine promulgated by the hon. member for Montreal, another 
hon. member could get up in his place and accuse a distant gentleman of 
wrong, and on that accusation the gentleman was dismissed from his office. 
It was not a legitimate notion--it was a bastard notion--one that did not 
belong to English, or Irish, or Scotch, no nor to Canadian “feeling or 
justice, and he for one repudiated it. Dr. Douglas would, after this 
debate, appear before the public as a man who had done wrong; it was 
unjust to bring his character forward, as it had been, weeks and months 
before he could have an opportunity of defending himself before any com- 
petent tribunal. He therefore regretted that his hon. friend had brought 
forward such a proposal. 329 


DR. NELSON339 said Col. Gugy deserved the thanks of the country331 
((and)) of the House for HE the subject to their notice332 ((and)) 
for bringing forward his motion.333 There was no doubt that great evils 
had occurred, but from the nature of the circumstances they could hardly 
be avoided.334 What occurred at Grosse Isle, might have occurred here, 
and had it not been for him and his friends, that stood between the Govern- 
ment and humanity, things might have been as bad here as there.335 The 
hon. member described ... the peculiarities of the circumstances in which 
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Dr. Douglas had been placed. In consequence of the numbers it was impos- 
sible to provide for all; even in Montreal and Upper Canada--sometimes 
sufficient straw for beds could not be obtained. He thought for these 
reasons hon. gentlemen should be sparing of denunciations. He himself had 
risked his life, unpaid, in endeavouring to promote the comforts of the 
emigrants, 336 What he had done, he did for the good of his country, 
without fee or reward, to benefit his fellow creatures, and perhaps this 
House will remember that during the last Session,337 he had spoken ... 
prophetically of what had since occurred, and been called an alarmist. 

But the difficulties of the case were such as none but a medical man could 
know. 338 He would say, when Government saw the evils caused by the Emi- 
grants of last year, money was most liberally given, and as liberally 
expended. He thought, had the system of management at Grosse Isle been 
better, we should not have had so much disease here. He was against the 
moving of the Sheds to Grosse Isle, which would have cost the Government 
£30,000 more, and maintained that, at the Sheds, every comfort was afforded 
to the sick, and every security against the spread of disease through the 
country. He had heard all sorts of rumours about bartering and robbing 

at the Sheds here. He wished for the fullest investigation, 339 Whiche.. 
was imperatively demanded349 and trusted it would cause the Government to 
be careful in delegating power. He would not say that Dr. Douglas ought 
not to be re-appointed to office; every deference ought to be paid to 
public opinion, and he would wish the Government to name a Commission.-- 
He would state typhus was not an epidemic, but as we might expect the 
cholera this year, he would advise all to change their habits, and become 
temperate before it came 341 as ((this was)) the best prevention of the 
increase of sickness in a case of so lamentable a recurrence.?> 


SIR A. MACNAB warmly defended Dr. Douglas, and contended the Committee 
asked for would avail nothing, as Parliament would be prorogued before it 
could terminate its labors. He considered Col. Gugy to be sincere in 
believing the charges against Dr. Douglas, but felt convinced the hon. 
member had been imposed on by false information. 343 


MR. CAUCHON addressed the House in French. He did not mean to accuse 
Dr. Douglas, but those accusations had been made last year both in the 
House and out of the House, and the consequence was that the hon. Solici- 
tor General had been sent down to Grosse Isle to inquire into them, but 
when he got there he was told that it would be dangerous for him to go 
into the sheds, and that he had better keep a distance, so he had leaned 
on a fence and examined from a distance the deaths and fever, and then 
came home and reported that all was right. (Hear, hear, and laughter.) 
He (Mr. C.) did not like to accuse Dr. Douglas, but he knew well and 
could prove that murders had been committed there, and thefts and other 
immoralities, (hear, hear,) and that these crimes had not been brought 
under the notice of the judicial authorities. He could also prove that 
the patients were kept for two or three days without eating or drinking-- 
that many vessels were not examined, and that those who were sent from 
the establishment died in greater numbers both in Montreal and in Upper 
Canada than at the island itself. He thought that if the session was too 
near an end for the House to take up this matter, at least the Government 
should see that inquiry was made, and justice to the public, to the 
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sufferers, and to the Superintendent himself. (Hear, hear.)344 


MR. BADGLEY wished, as a member of the late Administration, to say a 
few words in reference to this painful matter. He could not discharge 
the duty he had to perform by referring to the statistics of the mortality 
and disease which accompanied the emigration last year. The hon. member 
who introduced this motion had adduced a great many facts on which to 
ground his demand, but he (Mr. B.) knew that upon several of those facts 
he had been misinformed. He had said that a number of ships had not been 
visited, and that many of the vessels had brought out more passengers 
than was allowed by law. Now he would assert that every single vessel 
arriving at Grosse Isle had been examined, and that in every vessel which 
had brought out an excess of passengers the master had been punished. On 
referring to the statistics of mortality connected with last year's emi- 
gration, it would be found that of the 98,000 emigrants who left Great 
Britain for this country, 5,000 had died on the passage or on their 
arrival, and that between 8 or 9,000 were received into the Hospital. 
Now all this immense mass of mortality and disease arrived during a period 
of five or six months. How was it possible then, under these circumstances, 
to accuse the superintendant (sic) of the establishment of improper con- 
duct and neglect of duty, when he had such an immense number as 98,000 per- 
sons to examine in that short space of time? He could not conceive how it 
could be done. He left it to medical men who knew the exertion needed to 
go through the wards of a small hospital. It would be found that of the 
whole amount of emigration one-third or more had been, more or less, dis- 
eased--that nearly 30,000 of the individuals admitted into the country had 
been admitted to the hospital. It was only necessary, he conceived, to 
understand the immense amount of emigration, disease and mortality, to 
appreciate the situation of the medical superintendant (sic) of this esta- 
blishment. As to the nurses and stewards, it was possible that, in the 
midst of so much misery and death, persons of the best character might not 
have been selected: but did they not know that both here and at Quebec 
the clergy had devoted their best energies to assist the emigrants, and 
was it to be supposed that they would have allowed crimes like these to 
have been committed without informing the Government of it? (Hear, hear.) 
He could assure the House that no such charge had been made to the Govern- 
ment, either from Grosse Isle or the station here. He was satisfied that 
the Government would adopt means to have a strict and close investigation 
into the conduct of the officers at Grosse Isle. They had the power under 
the law, without the matter coming before the House, before a Committee 
which could arrive at no result. He would suggest to his hon. friend 
that he should withdraw his motion, and move an address to the Government 
to appoint a Committee for the investigation of the matter. (Hear, hear.) 345 


MR. WILSON regretted much that the question should have taken a poli- 
tical, a party turn. He hoped that the House would approach it free from 
any feeling of the kind. A great deal of credit was due to the hon. member 
for Sherbrooke for bringing forward this matter; but he (Mr. W.) thought 
that he had done wrong in making the charges against Dr. Douglas in the 
way he had done: it was wrong in any member of the House to avail himself 
of his position to assail the character of any man who had not an immediate 
opportunity of defending himself.34© 11 that was said in the House went 
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forth. ton the world ,347 ((and)) he would ask, was it possible for an in- 
dividual accused in that House to vindicate himself before the accusation 
went forth to the world?348 tt often took months to clear imputations 
cast in a moment upon character.249 In this instance he thought that the 
character of Dr. Douglas had been very roughly handled--that he had been 
made a victim of attacks intended for those who employed him. He believed, 
for his part, that Dr. Douglas would be able to exculpate himself from 

any blame, physical or moral. The hon. member for Sherbrooke had contend- 
ed, that because Dr. Douglas was superintendent, he was to be held moral- 
ly responsible for all the villainy that was transacted in the establish- 
ment. He (Mr. W.) did not agree with him. It was utterly impossible for 
any one man to superintend such a vast concern. The hon. member might 
have contented himself with stating that outrages had been committed at 
Grosse Isle, and called for a Committee to investigate them, without 
charging anyone or inflicting so serious an injury on any individual. 
(Hear, hear.) 


MR. DRUMMOND remarked that his hon. and learned friend from Essex had 
said that no man possessing one atom of humanity could object to the ap- 
pointment of this committee. He (Mr. D.) was bound to oppose it. No one 
on the floor of the House felt more the injuries which had been inflicted 
on the emigration population. At the same time, he must oppose the ap- 
pointment of this committee, because he could not conceive what good 
could be effected by it, from the want of time. When it was well known 
that the House was about to be prorogued in two or three days, how would 
it be possible to enter into an inquiry upon an immense mass of facts, the 
catalogue of which had merely been begun by the hon. member for Sherbrooke? 
How would it be possible to afford Dr. Douglas a fair opportunity of de- 
fending himself from those very serious charges which he for one much re- 
gretted to have heard so publicly made. (Hear, hear, hear.) 31 


COL. GUGY was willing to withdraw the motion, if the Government was 
disposed to enquire into this matter, >>2 


MR. DRUMMOND.--The Government was not only disposed to enquire into the 
matter, but was grateful to the hon. member for having called their atten- 
tion to the subject.353 


The motion was withdrawn ((by)) COL. Gucy3>4. 
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March 1848. 


18 March 1848. 


March 1848. 


18 March 1848. 


MONTREAL 
HAMILTON 
MONTREAL 


SPECTATOR, 25 March 1848. 


TRANSCRIPT, 18 March 1848. 


SPECTATOR, 25 March 1848. 


TRANSCRIPT, 18 March 1848, 


PILOT, 21 March 1848. 


MONTREAL 
MONTREAL 
MONTREAL 
HAMILTON 
MONTREAL 


GAZETTE, 20 March 1848. 


TRANSCRIPT, 18 March 1848. 


GAZETTE, 20 March 1848. 
SPECTATOR, 25 March 1848, 


TRANSCRIPT, 18 March 1848. 


cited the figure as £170,000. 
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MONTREAL 
HAMILTON 
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HAMILTON 


SPECTATOR, 25 March 1848. 


TRANSCRIPT, 18 March 1848. 


GAZETTE, 20 March 1848. 
SPECTATOR, 25 March 1848. 
GAZETTE, 20 March 1848. 
SPECTATOR, 25 March 1848. 
GAZETTE, 20 March 1848, 
SPECTATOR, 25 March 1848. 


HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 25 March 1848, 
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PILOT, 21 March 1848. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 March 1848. 

PILOT, 21 March 1848. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 March 1848. 

IBID. 

EBID. 

TBEDs 

PILOT, 21 March 1848. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 25 March 1848. 

PILOT, 21 March 1848. 

IBID., which reported that the amendment was lost "by a large majority". 
PILOT, 21 March 1848. 

IBID., which added: "much to the annoyance of the minority." 

GLOBE, 25 March 1848. 

The debate on this matter was reported by: LA MINERVE, 20 March 1848; 
GLOBE, 25 March 1848; MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 March 1848, and ST. CATHARINES 
JOURNAL, 30 March 1848, in identical accounts; MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 18 
March 1848, and PRINCE EDWARD GAZETTE, 31 March 1848, in identical 
accounts; PILOT, 21 March 1848, PACKET, 31 March 1848, and NIAGARA 
MAIL, 5 April 1848, in identical accounts, except that in the NIAGARA 
MAIL some speeches have been omitted entirely. BRITISH COLONIST, 21 
March 1848, and GLOBE, 22 March 1848, noted the debate in identical 
accounts. Commentaries may be found in PROVINCIALIST, 4 April 1848. 
LA MINERVE, 20 March 1848, concluded its report of the debate with 
the following note: "Cette motion fut l'objet de jolis badinages entre 
les honorable membres, mais il y avait tant de termes de cuisine, en 
langage anglais, que nous ne pourrions répondre d'une traduction cor- 
recte,"' 

PILOT, 21 March 1848. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 March 1848. 

PILOT, 21 March 1648. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 March 1848, 

PILOT, 21 March 1848. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 March 1848. 

PILOT, 21 March 1848. 

ERED. 

IBID. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 March 1848. 

PILOT, 21 March 1848. 

GLOBE, 25 March 1848. 

MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 18 March 1848. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 March 1848. 

PILOT, 21 March 1848. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 March 1848. 

PILOT, 21 March 1848. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 March 1848. 

PILOT, 21 March 1848. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 March 1848. 

PILOT, 21 March 1848. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 March 1848. 

PILOT, 21 March 1848. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 March 1848. 
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PILOT, 21 March 1848. 

IBID., which noted that this bench of magistrates was composed of 
"some sixty gentlemen". 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 March 1848, 

GLOBE, 25 March 1848. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 March 1848, 

GLOBE, 25 March 1848. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 March 1848. 

GLOBE, 25 March 1848. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 March 1848. 

GLOBE, 25 March 1848. 

PLLOT. 21 March 13843; 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 March 1848. 

PILOT, 21 March 1848. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 March 1848, 

PILOT, 21 March 1848. 

LBLDs 

LA MINERVE, 20 March 1848. 

PILOT, 21 March 1848. 

LA MINERVE, 20 March 1848. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 March 1848. 

LA MINERVE, 20 March 1848. 

MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 18 March 1848. 

GLOBE, 25 March 1848. 

PILOT, 21 March 1848. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 March 1848, incorrectly 
attributed this speech to Mr. Wilson. 

PILOT, 421° March 1848? 

MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 18 March 1848. 

PILOT, 21 March 1848. 

MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 18 March 1848. 

PILOT,» 21cMarch 1846. 

MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 18 March 1848. 

PILOT, 21 March 1848. 

MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 18 March 1848, 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 March 1848. 

GLOBE, 25 March 1848. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 March 1848. 

PILOT, 21 March 1848. 

GLOBE, 25 March 1848. The PILOT, 21 March 1848, noted however, that 
Bell spoke “in so low a tone of voice that we were unable to catch 
what he said." 

MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 18 March 1848. 

PILOT, 21 March 1848. 
MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 18 March 1848, which reported that Prince spoke 
"sood humouredly". 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 March 1848. 

MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 18 March 1848. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 March 1848. 

MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 18 March 1848. 

GLOBE, 25 March 1848. 

MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 18 March 1848. 
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GLOBE, 25 March 1848, which explained that Prince was "alluding to the 
Globe's report of the cause Horton vs. Partridge, in which Mr. Wilson 
proved that Col. Prince was obfuscated when his client's suit was called." 
MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 18 March 1848. 

PILOT, 21 March 1848. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 March 1848, 

According to GLOBE, 25 March 1848, this motion was passed unanimously. 
PILOT, 21 March 1848, reported: "at about twelve o'clock". 

MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 18 March 1848. 

GLOBE, 25 March 1848. 

The debate on this matter was reported by: MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 March 
1848; PILOT, 21 March 1848, and PACKET, 31 March 1848, in identical 
accounts; and GLOBE, 25 March 1848, MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 18 March 1848, 
PRINCE EDWARD GAZETTE, 31 March 1848, and PACKET, 25 March 1848, in 
identical accounts. 

PILOT 2 March 1646:, 

MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 18 March 1848. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 March 1848. 

MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 18 March 1848, 

PILOT, 21 March 1848. 

MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 18 March 1848. 

PILOT, 21 March 1848. 

IBID. 

IBID. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 March 1848. 

PILOTS 2) March 1646. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 March 1848. 

PILOT, 21 March 1848. 

MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 18 March 1848. 

PILOT, 21 March 1848. 

MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 18 March 1848. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 March 1848. 

PILOT, 21 March 1846. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 March 1848. 

PILOT, 21 March 1848. 
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TRANSCRIPT, 18 March 1848. 
GAZETTE, 20 March 1848. 
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TRANSCRIPT, 18 March 1848. 
GAZETTE, 20 March 1848. 
TRANSCRIPT, 18 March 1848. 
GAZETTE, 20 March 1848. 
TRANSCRIPT, 18 March 1848. 
GAZETTE, 20 March 1848. 
TRANSCRIPT, 18 March 1848. 
GAZETTE, 20 March 1848. 


PILOZ) 2 March 1846. 


MONTREAL 


TRANSCRIPT, 18 March 1848. 


PILOT [© 2) March 1848. 


MONTREAL 


GAZETTE, 20 March 1848. 
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267. MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 18 March 1848. 
268... PILOT, 2) .Mareh 18436, 

269. MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 18 March 1848. 
270. PILOie cl Marche 040. 

271. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 March 1848, 
2/2, PLO. 2) Matehetoas. 

273. MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 18 March 1848. 
274. PILOT, 21 March 1848. 

275. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 March 1848. 
2/6, PILOT 2. March 154s. 

277. MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 18 March 1848. 
2785, . PILOT. 21. March 18463 

279. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 March 1848. 
280. MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 18 March 1848. 
281. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 March 1848. 
282. GLOBE, 25 March 1848, 

283. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 March 1848. 
284. MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 18 March 1848. 
285. GLOBE, 25 March 1848, 

286. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 March 1848. 
287. PILOT, 21 March 1848. 

288. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 March 1848. 
289. PILOL. 21 March. 184.6. 

290. GLOBE, 25 March 1848. 

291. PILOT, 21 March 1848. 

292. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 March 1848. 
293. PILOT, 21, March L646. 

294. GLOBE, 25 March 1848. 

295. FPLLOL 2 March: Leas. 

296. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 March 1848. 
297. GLOBE, 25 March 1848. 

298, PLLOLS 2) March Lado. 

2092 EBs 

300. MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 18 March 1848. 
SOL, FILO, 21 Maren 15438. 

302. iBID. 

303. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 March 1848. 
304. “PILOT, 21, March 1346. 

305. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 March 1848. 
306. PILOT, 21] Mareh: 1348. 

307. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 March 1848. 
308. PILOT, 21 March 1848. 

309. MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 18 March 1848. 
310, PILOT. 21 March, 1848. 

311. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 March 1848. 
3lg@. BILOL 21 March 646. 

313. MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 18 March 1848. 
314. PILOT, 21 March 1848. 

315. MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 18 March 1848. 
316. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 March 1848. 
3Lis .BILOD 2 2) March. L545 
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318. IBID. According to the MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 March 1848, Holmes 
spoke "with great warmth". 

319. -PILOT, 2) March 1848. 

320: GEBLID. 

321 ae BLU 

322. IBID., which noted that Holmes spoke "with some warmth." 

S2au a PLEO pecleMarech 1648. 

324.5 IBID. 

320%. SLBADs 

326. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 March 1848. 

327. TILOT Zi March L646: 

328. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 March 1848. 

329%, PILOL, 21-March. 1848. 

330. IBID., which noted that Nelson "addressed the House at some length". 

331. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 March 1848. 

332. MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 18 March 1848. 

333. MONTREAL GAZETIE, 20 March 1848. 

334. MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 18 March 1848. 

335. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 March 1848. ‘ 

336. MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 18 March 1848. 

337. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 March 1848. 

338. MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 18 March 1848. 

339. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 March 1848. 

340. PILOT, 21 March 1848. 

341. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 March 1848. 

342. MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 18 March 1848. 

343. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 March 1848, which reported that after this point 
there occurred "considerable discussion during which the House showed 
signs of impatience." 

344. PILOT, 21 March 1848. 

345.2) TBD. 

346. IBID. 

347. MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 18 March 1848. 

348. PILOT; 21 March 1848. 

349. MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 18 March 1848. 

350, © PILOT, 21 March 1648. 


35is @1BEDe 
JI LDL, 
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354. “IBID: 


FRIDAY, 17 MARCH 1848.1 


3 O'Clock, P.M. 


(53) 
Stormont THE hour appotnted for taking tnto consideration 
Election. * the Petition of D. AE. Macdonell, Esqutre, candidate 





at the late Electton of a Member for the County of 
Stormont, and others, Electors of the satd County, complaining of the undue 
Eleetton and Return of Alexander M'Lean, Esquire, to represent the said 
County tn thts present Parltamnent, betng come; 


For one hour the hon. members sit quiet, and look at one another. 2 


(53) 
The House proceeded to the appotntment of a Select Committee to try and 
determine the merits of the satd Petition. 


MR. MORIN. Precisely as the clock strikes the hour appointed to strike 
the Committee, the Speaker cries, "Order, order!" 

The Speaker then says: Mr. eee -at-Arms, you will please to go to 
the places adjacent, and desire the attention of the hon. members of the 
House, on the business of the House. 


(53) 

The Berg cane at Arms was directed by Mr. Speaker, to go with the Mace 
to the places adjacent, and require the attendance of the Members on the 
bustness of the House. 

And he went accordingly. 


The Sergeant-at-Arms shoulders the mace, and ... ((searches)) the Read- 
ing Room, Dolly's, the Committee-rooms, &c., 
(53) 


And being returned, -- 
The Sergeant-at-Arms replaces his mace and makes a profound salaam, / 


(6a) 
the House was called; 


The Clerk reads the Roll, and the members answer to their names, which 
are taken down.8 


(53) 
and more than thirty Members being present, 


MR. MORIN then says: "the parties in the case will appear at the bar, 
personally or by their counsel. 


(53) 
Mr. Speaker called upon the Petitioners, their counsel, or agent, to 
appear at the bar. 
D. AE. Macdonell, Esquire, appeared at the bar in his own behalf. 
Mr. Speaker called upon the sitting Member, hts counsel, or agent, to 
appear. 


Murdoch Morrison, Esquire, appeared at the bar as counsel for the 
sitting Member, 10 ; 
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MR. ‘MORIN then said: "Mr. McDonell, have you a list of witnesses in 
this case to give in?"ll 
(53) 


Mr. Macdonell presented a Ltst of Witnesses, in hts own behalf, which 
was read by the Clerk, as followeth:-- 


1. dames Pringle, Returning Officer. 
2. Willtan Carpenter, of the Town of Cornwall. 
38. John Macdonald, Deputy Returning Officer for the Townshtp of Cormall. 
4, Alexander Macdonald, son of the former. 
5. Peter Carter, of Roxborough. 
6. Terence Gallacher, of the Townshtp of Roxborough. 
MR. MORIN ((put)) the same question ... to Mr. Morrison, 2? 
(63) 
Mr. Morrtson handed in a List of Witnesses required on behalf of the 
sitting Member, whtch was also read by the Clerk, as followeth:-- 
NAMES. RESIDENCE. 
Netl M'Lean Townshtp of Finch 
Alexander M'Lean do. do. 
Hugh Corbett do. do. 
Dunean B. M'Mtllan do. do. 
John M'Leod do. do. 
Dunean Grant do. do. 
Dunean M'MtlLan do. do. 
Dunean M'Pherson do. do. 
Jonn Chrysler do. do. 
Donald M'Innts do. do. 
Alexander Cameron do. do. 
Ewen B. Cameron do. do. 
John M'Millan do. do. 
Alexander M'Leod do. do. 
Franets Hetherington do. do. 
Alexander Hume, sen. do. do. 
Samuel Gregory do. do. 
John D. Cameron do. do. 
John Cockburn, sen. do. do. 
Samuel Sutherland do. do. 
John M'Lean do. do. 
John M'Intyre do. do. 
Colin M'Intyre do. do. 
John M'Innis do. do. 
John Sutherland do. do. 
Chrtstopher Cheney do. do. 
Alexander M'Mitllan do. do. 
Henry Hetherington do. do. 
John A. M'Mtllan do. do. 
Laughlin M'Lean do. do. 
Alexr. B. M'Millan do. do. 
John D. Cameron, jun. do. do. 
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John M'Lean 

James Cockburn 
Adan Cockburn 
Alexander M'Gruer 
John Link 
Richard Furney 
Conrad Rupert 
Alexander Cameron 
Andrew Cockburn 
Hugh D. M'Millan 
Archibald T. M'Mtllan 
| Davtd Steele 
Peter Cockburn 
Dougall Cameron 
George Munro 

John Droppo 
Francts Droppo 
James Stephen 
John M'Master 
Archtbald Stephen 
Thomas Feely 
Willtam Stephenson 
John Smtrl 

John Munro 

James Chrysler 
Alexander M'Phatl 
Nathaniel Wood 
Jacob Smtth 
Austin Sherer 
Benjanin G. French 
Jacob Gollingher 
Joseph Beron 
Franets Javeau 
Henry Crawford 
Philtp Stlmsee 
George Cline 
Archtbald M'Donell 
Dunean Kennedy 
John Hartle 
Joseph M'Ewen 
John F. Poapst 
George Poapst 
Dougall M'Millan 
George Bender 
Tunts Hart 

Daniel Aulgyre 
Robert Thomson 
Angus M'Donald 
Michael Myers 
Ronald M'Donell 


SSSSSSSSSSSSS SSS SSS 


do. 


Cormwalt 
do. 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do. 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


Alexander M'Leod 
James Edgar 

George Robtnson 
Jacob Aulgyre 
Michael Gollingher 
Donald M'Donald 


Willtam M'Laughlin - 


James Conlin 


Willtam Cline 
James Myers 
Willtam Millroy 
John Cltne 
Robert Eastman 
Patrtek Corcoran 
David Thompson 
Benjamin Thompson 
David Ransbaugh 
Dunean M'Doneitl 
Matthtas Snitatnger 
Joel Eastnan 
Abraham Marsh 
Sewel Cutler 
Willtam Miller 
Alexander Mullen 
James Robinson 
Robert M'Kay 

Hugh M'Cotlumn 
John M'Donetl 
John Hunter 
Willian Gtllespte 
Maleolm Campbell 
Alexander kirk 
Franets Campbell 
Hector Manson 
Charles Letrace 
Charles M. Cameron 
Godfrey Meyers 
Hugh Thompson 
George Anderson 
Thomas Goodwin 
Henry Selmyer 
Thomas Johnston 
Mathew Orr 

James Pringle 
Alexander Gtllespte 
Robert Atecheson 
Rufus Johnston 
Thomas Kennedy 
Wrlltan Atecheson 


(54) 
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Andrew M'Connell 
Owen Dignam 

Brock Anderson 
Henry Runyons 

Levt Barnhart 
Kenneth M'Letlan 
Donald M'Lellan 
Farquhar M'Crae 
Solomon Y. Chesley 
Michael J. Anderson 
James Hunter 


Christopher Gollingher 


George Crawford 
Levt S. Eastman 
Dunean M'Tavtsh 
John Tully. 
Robert Cratg 
Patrtek Muthoon 
Allan M'Donell 
Harmanus Gollingher 
Wrlltam Wade 
John Moore 
Dantel Daley 
Samuel Runntons 
Dantel Prescott 
Benjamtn French 
James Smart 
Nathan Groves 
James Groves 
John Wright 
Thomas Pendergrast 
David Prescott 
Alexander M'Nairn 
Martin M'Marttin 
Wilitamn Wood 
Willtam M'Intosh 
Jeremiah Vanduzer 
Michael Kelly 
Donald Kennedy 
Willtam Leach 
Welltan Wtdod 
James D. Pringle 
Donald M'Donatd 
Willtan Polly 
James Rae 
Michael Eamer 
Willian Eamer 
John Dtxon 

Adam L. Dixon 
John Irvine 
Joseph Tilton 
John N. M'Leam 
James Milroy 


Robert Milroy 
Alexander M'Cracken 
Alexander Gillespie 
Michael Cline 
Henry Rupert 

John Kennedy 

Angus M'Phatl 
Dunean Scott 

Jacob Aulgyre 
Alvtn Kezar 
Nicholas Eaman 
Thomas E. Johnson 
Thomas H. Maxwell 
James M'Bride 
George Bancroft 
Thomas Anderson 
John R. Smith 
Willtam Hoople 
Martin Fetterly 
Wrlltam Catrns 
John M'Natrn 

Adam Eligh 
Chrtstopher Blakely 
Hiram Baker 

Jacob W. Empey 
John Castleman 
Ira Baker 

Stephen Wood 

Jonn Fulton 

Jacob Shaver 
Hiram Barnhart 
James Martin 

John Stuart 

Adam Weart 

Davtd Weart 

Henry Langle 
Thomas Dorothy 
Philtp Eltgh 
Leslte Foster 
Irvine Hethrington 
John Markle, Sentor 
David Doran 

Davtd M'Laughlan 
Daniel M'Laughlin 
John Jardine 

John Groves 

James Eastman 
Charles M'Clafferty 
Charles M'Gtll 
Isaac Eastman 
Sotomon Eastman 
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do. 
do. 
do. 
ao. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
Ao: 
do. 
Osnabruck 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do, 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
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James Catrns 
John P. Chrysler 
Donald M'Intyre 
Michael Pttilar 
Willtam Kyle 

(55) 
Daniel T. Broffle 
John 5S. Weart 
Rtchard Bingham 
Archtbald Smyth 
John Waldroff 
Joseph Adams 
James Steen 
Joseph Smith 
James Doherty 
John Poapst, Sentor 
Gtlbert Morgan 
Michael Ross 
Henry Breditn 
Robert Steen 
Robert Pitts 
Robert Ersktne 
John Jackson 
Wielltam Doherty 
Guy Sheeks 
Htram Wood 
Samuel Rombaugh 
John Adams 
Wirlitan Hutchins 
George G. Gollingher 
Henry Caple 
George P. Wearley 
Henry Golltngher 
William Nett 
John Nett 
Arthur Neil 
Edward Johnston 
John J. Bockus 
Willtam Ray 
Peter Eltgh 
George Hart 
George Letrace 
James E. Dtekson 
Gtlbert Stuart 
John Smith 
John Johnston 
Wrlltam M'Natrn 
John Kelly 
Robert Packer 
Alpheus Empey 


Willtam Robinson 
John Campbell 
Edward Baker 
John Anderson 
Thomas Moss 

Peter Wenly, sen. 
George Fetterly 
David Snyder 
Conrad Weart 
Paul Crowder 
John Batterly 
George H. Kaman 
Jacob Cook 
Fredertck Fetterly 
John J. Baker 
George G. Wenly 
Alexander Steen 
Willtan Colquhoun 
John J. Rombaugh 
Thomas Maxwell 
John Hutchins 
Dantel Shaver 
Philtp W. Empey 
Richard Prosser 
Charles Fetterly 
Joseph Bancroft 
Willtam Bird 
Nicholas Shaver 
George Sampson 
Jacob Cramer 
Wiiltan Empey 
David S. Miller 
Willard Hutchins 
Willtam Mann 
Willtam Snyder 
George Steen 
Harvey Warner 
Robert K. Bullock 
Dunean M'Catllum 
Netl M'Donald 
David Munro 
WiLltam Munro 
Nelson Montgomery 
Daniel Montgomery 
Levt Montgomery 
John Montgomery 
Alexander M'Ewen 
Andrew Stephenson 
John Stephenson 
Thomas Stephenson 


463 


do. 
Roxborough 
Gos 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 


Peter Stephenson 
Henry Feek 
Willtan Boyce 
Wilttam Boyd 
Samuel Hough 
John Johnston 
Matthew Meek 
John Martin 
Henry Hart 
Joseph Howe 
Charles Howe 
George Johnston 
John Kennedy 
Wirlltam M'Intyre 
Dunean M'Dermtd 
Donald Forbes 
George Hough 
Murdoch Macaulay 
Angus Macaulay 
Maleolm Macdonetll 
Dunean M'Rae 
Dunean M'Rae 
Robert Tait 
Wirlltan Montgomery 
John M'Cuatg 
Levt Montgomery 
Dunean M'Eachern 
Dunean M'Kircher 
Alexander Kinnear 
George Kinnear 
Richard M'Intosh 
Joseph Blatr 
James Blair 
George Ross 
Peter M'kae 

Hugh Rathburn 
Donald M'Millan 
Edward Blair 
Robert Blatr 
Donald M'Ewan 
John M'Lennan 
John Shea 
Donatd M'Rae 
John M'Intosh 
Thomas Appleton 
Michael Reynolds 
James Shea 
Michael Purcell 
Thomas Waddell 
Willtam Cumming 
John Robertson 
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Cornelius Montgomery do. do. 
Htram Eastman do. do. 
Alexander M'Donald do. do. 
(56) 
Alexander M'Dougall do. do. 
John M'Ewen do. do. 
Samuel Hart do. ao. 
MR. MORIN then says: "Mr. Sergeant-at-Arms, you will please to see 
that the doors are locked."13 
(56) 


Mr. Speaker then destred the Serjeant at Arms to lock the doors. 
And the doors being loeked accordingly; and the Order of the day for 
taking tnto constderation the said Petition being read, 


MR. MORIN then produces a small tin canister, carefully sealed up, and 
with a note attached to it; he presents it to the House.14 


The Clerk cuts off the notel?, 


(56) 
the attestation of Mr. Speaker was taken from off the box tn whitch, 
agreeably to the Statute, the nanes of all the Members of the House were 
sealed up; and the same was read by the Clerk as followeth:-- 


((The)) declaration ... of Mr. Speaker ((stated)) that there was made 
up in his presence the day previous certain rolls of paper, each containing 
the name of an hon. member, that there was such a roll made up for the 84 
members of the House, that they were all placed and nothing more in the 
accompanying tin box, and thereupon carefully sealed up.+ 


(56) 

I attest that this box was, on the stxteenth day of March, 1848, made 
up tn my presence, in the manner directed by an Act passed in the fourth 
year of the retgn of His late Majesty King George the Fourth, intttuled 
"An Act to repeal an Act passed in the forty-fifth year of Hts late Majesty's 
reign, intttuled, 'An Act to regulate the trial of Controverted Electtons, 
or Returns of Members to serve in the House of Assembly,' and to make more 
effectual provision for such trials." 

A. W. Morin, 
Speaker. 


The Clerk then breaks the other seals.1l/ 


(56) 

The box was then opened, and the attestation of the Clerk was taken 
out of the box, and read by him; as followeth:-- 

I attest that I did, on Thursday, the stxteenth day of March, 1848, 
tn presence of the Speaker of this House, put into a box, in which this 
attestation ts found, the names of all the Members composing the present 
Legislative Assembly, written upon slips of parchment, and rolled up as 
dtrected by an Act passed in the fourth year of the retgn of Hts late 
Majesty King George the Fourth, intituled, "An Act to repeal an Act passed 
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in the forty-fifth year of Hts late Majesty's Retgn, intttuled, 'An Act to 
regulate the trial of Controverted Elections, or Returns of Members to serve 
in the House of Assembly," and to make more effectual provision for such t 


trtale, W. B. Lindsay, 
Clerk Assembly. 


MR. MORIN.--The Clerk then empties the little rolls into three wooden 
boxes, ((and)) shakes them upl8, 


(56) 
The names of all the members were then taken out of the box, and put into 
three other boxes. 


MR. MORIN. ((The Clerk)) then proceeds to draw one at a time, handing 
it to the Speaker Mr. Morin who opens it and reads the name aloud. The Clerk 
of Committees taken down the names as drawn, until 23 names have been called, 
of members present and competent to sit on a Grenville Committee. 19 


(56) 
The drawing of the names was then proceeded in, the usual manner; and 
the following names were drawn, to whieh no obgjectton was taken -- 








i= Guugu. 13 Badgley, 
2 Beaubten, 14 Chahot, 
éu Berl, lo Hee 
4 Armstrong, 16 Duchesnay, 
5 Robinson, 17 Morrtson, 
6 Taché, 18 Malloch, 
7 Burritt, 19 Seymour, 
8 Thompson, 20 Bouthtllter, 
9 Cryster, 21 Cauchon, 
10 Boulton of NORFOLK, 22 Notman, 
11 Wtlson, 23 Smith of DURHAM, 
12 Jobin, 


Nine other names were drawn and set aside, or excused, as follows:-- 
Three agatnst whom Pettttons are pending. 

One who was excused. 

Five who were absent. 


MR. MORIN then said: '"Mr. McDonell, whom do you chose for your nominee?"29 
MR. MACDONELL.--Mr. Drummond,?21 
(56) 
Mr. Drummond was chosen Nominee for the Petittoners. 
MR. MORIN ((put)) the same question ... to Mr. McLean2?, 
MR. MCLEAN named Mr. John A. McDonald. 23 
(56) 


The Honorable Mr. Macdonald was chosen Nominee for the stttitng Member. 

At thirty-five minutes past four, P.M., the parttes, with Alfred Todd, 
Esqutre, Clerk of the Select Committee, rettred for the purpose of striking 
the satd Committee. 

The forty-one nanes remaining tn the boxes undrawn were read by the Clerk. 

At a quarter to five o'clock, P.M., the Clerk of the Select Committee 
deltvered to the Clerk of the House, a List contatning the names of the nine 
Members unstruck, compostng the Select Comnittee; whitch ts as followeth:-- 
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1 Bell, 6 Hale, 

2 Taché, 7? Duchesnay, 

3 Thompson, 8 Morrtson, 

4 Boulton of NORFOLK, 9 Bouthtllter, 
5 JODEn, 


Nominee of the Petitioner, Mr. Drwnmond. 
Nominee for the sttting Member, the Honorable Mr. Macdonald. 


Alfred Todd, 


Clerk to Committee. 
The satd nine Members and the Nominees were then severally sworn at the 
table, by the Clerk, tn the usual manner. 
On motion of Mr. Macdonald of Glengarry, seconded by Mr. Richards 


Se) 
Ordered,That the Select Committee appointed to try the merits of the Petition 
of D. AE. Maedonell, Esquire, candidate at the late Election of a Member 
for the County of Stormont, and others, Electors of the satd County, 
complaining of the undue Election and Return of Alexander M'Lean, Esquire, 
to represent the satd County tn this present Parliament, meet tn the 
Committee Room No. 4, at twelve o'clock, noon, to-morrow. 








Cormatlt The hour appotnted for taking tnto constderatton 
Electton. the Petttion of Charles Rattray, Esqutre, and others, 


Electors of the Town of Cornwall, complaining of the 

undue Election and Return of the Honorable John Hillyard Cameron, Esqutre, 
as a Member to represent the satd Town of Cornwall in the present Parltament, 
betng come; 

The House proceeded to the appotntment of a Select Committee to try and 
determine the merits of the satd Petttton. 

The Serjeant at Arms was directed by Mr. Speaker to go with the Mace 
to the places adjacent, and require the attendance of the Members on the 
bustness of the House. 

And he went accordingly. 

And having returned,--the House was called; and more than thirty Members 
betng present, 

Mr. Speaker called upon the Petttioners, their counsel, or agent, to 
appear at the bar. 

D. AE. Macdonell, Esquire, appeared at the bar as agent for the Petttton- 
ers, 

Mr. Speaker called upon the sitting Member, hts counsel, or agent, to 
appear. 

The Honorable Mr. Cameron appeared in his place tn hts own behalf. 

Mr. Macdonell presented a list of Witnesses on behalf of the Petitioners, 
which was read by the Clerk, as followeth:-- 


James Dunbar Pringle, Esquire, Cornwall. 
Heram Pitts, Yeoman, ao. 
Willtam M. Park, Watehmaker, do. 
James J. Dickenson, Phystctan, do. 
Charles Poole, Gentleman, do. 
Jacob Carpenter, Carpenter, do. 
Dantel Daly, Saddler, do. 


Solomon Y. Chesley, Esqutre, Montreal. 
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Phtltp Vankoughnet, Esquire, Cormatlt. 


The Honorable Mr. Cameron handed tn a list of Witnesses on hts own 
behalf, which was also read by the Clerk, as followeth:-- 


Je Fs fringe, Cormattl, 
F.. Pringte, do. 

S. Chesley, Montreal, 
P. Vankoughnet,  Cormwall, 
W. Waggoner, do. 
(57) 

J. Carpenter, do. 

J. Hart, do. 
John Sartinger, do. 
Hugh M'Catlumn, do. 

W. R. Wood, do. 


Mr. Speaker then destred the Serjeant at Arms to lock the doors. 

And the doors betng locked accordingly; and the Order of the day for tak- 
ing the said Petitton into constderatton betng read, the attestation of Mr. 
Speaker was taken from off the box tn whtch, agreeably to the Statute, the 
names of all the Members of the House were sealed up; and the same was read 
by the Clerk, as followeth:-- 

I attest that thts box was, on the stxteenth day of March, 1848, made 
up tn my presence, tn the manner directed by an Act passed in the fourth 
year of the retgn of His late Majesty King George the Fourth, tntituled, 

"An Act to repeal an Act passed in the forty-fifth year of His late Majesty's 
Reign, intttuled, 'An Act to regulate the trtal of Controverted Elections, 
or Returns of Members to serve in the House of Assembly,' and to make more 
effectual proviston for such trials." 
A. N. Mortn, 

Speaker. 


The box was then opened, and the attestation of the Clerk was taken 
out of the box, and read by him, as followeth:-- 

I attest that I did, on Thursday, the sixteenth day of March, 1848, in 
presence of the Speaker of thts House, put tnto a box, tn whtch thts attes- 
tatton ts found, the names of all the Members composting the present Legtsla- 
tive Assembly, written upon sltps of parehment, and rolled up as dtrected 
by an Act passed tn the fourth year of the retgn of His late Majesty King 
George the Fourth, tntttuled, "An Act to repeal an Act passed in the forty- 
fifth year of his late Majesty's Reign, tntituled, "An Act to regulate the 
trial of Controverted Electtons, or Returns of Members to serve tin the 
House of Assembly,' and to make more effectual proviston for such trtals." 


W. B. Lindsay, 
Clerk Assembly. 


The names of all the Members were then taken out of the box, and put 
tnto three other boxes. 

The drawing of the names was then proceeded in, tn the usual manner; 
and the following names were dram, to whtceh no objeetton was taken:-- 

1 Str Allan N. MacNab, 5 Sherwood of BROCKVILLE, 


2 Dumas, 4 Davitgnon. 
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5 Egan, . 15 Wtlson, 
6 Mongenats, 16 Cryster, 
y ‘GUuLlles. 17 Fourquin, 
8 M'Connell, 18 Sauvageau, 
9 Smith of DURHAM, 19 Stevenson, 
10 Prince, 20 Robinson, 
Zi Laurin, 21 Duchesnay, 
12 Bouthillter, 22 Marquis 
rane Aastadted thal epic Mecadha) 
13 Cauchon, 23 Paptneau. 


14 Drunmond, : 


Stix other names were dram and set aside, or excused, as follows:-- 

Three against whom Petitions are pending. 

Three who were absent. 

Mr. Rtehards was chosen Nominee for the Pettttoners. 

Mr. Chauveau was chosen Nomtnee for the sttting Member. 

At half-past five o'clock, P.M., the parties, with Alfred Patrick, 
Esquire, Clerk to the Select Committee, retired for the purpose of strtk- 
tng the satd Committee. 

The forty-four nanes remaining in the boxes undram, were read by the 
Clerk. 

At twenty minutes to stx o'clock, P.M., the Clerk of the Select Commit- 
tee delivered to the Clerk of the House, a Ltst containing the names of the 
nine Members unstruck, composting the Select Committee, which ts as followeth:-- 


1 Dunas, 6 Sauvageau, 
Z Egan, 7 Stevenson, 
3 Mongenats, 8 Duchesnay, 
4 M'Connell, 9 Marquis. 

5 Dronmond, 


Nominee for the Petitioner, Mr. Rtchards. 


Nominee for the sttting Member, Mr. Chauveau. 


Alfred Patrick, 
Clerk to Committee. 


The satd nine Members and the Nominees were then severally sworn at the 
table, by the Clerk, in the usual manner. 
On motton of Mr. Macdonald of Glengarry, seconded by Mr. Smith of Durhan, 


Ordered, That the Select Committee appointed to try the mertts of the Peti- 
tton of Charles Rattray, Esquire, and others, Electors of the Town of 
Corrwall, complaining of the undue Election and Return of the Honorable 
John Hillyard Cameron, Esquire, as a Member to represent the satd Town 
of Cormwall in thts present Parliament, do meet tn Committee Room, No. 
5, to-morrow, at one o'clock, P.M. 


Waterloo Mr. Speaker acquainted the House, That John Smith, 
Electton. Esquire, Benjamin Holmes, Esqutre, and the Honorable 


Francis Hineks, had entered tnto the usual Recogntzance 
required by law, on the subject-matter of the Contested Electton for the 
County of Waterloo. 
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Message from The Honorable Mr. Boulton delivered to Mr. Speaker, 
His Excellency. a Message from Hts Excellency the Governor General, 


stgned by Hts Excellency. 
And the satd Message was read by Mr. Speaker, all the Members of the 
House being uncovered; and is as followeth:-- 


Debentures. ELGIN AND KINCARDINE, 

The Governor General recommends to the Legtslattive 
Assembly that means should be adopted to authortze the tssue of Debentures, 
on the credit of the Province, to an extent not exceeding one hundred and 
twenty-five thousand pounds, for the purpose of meeting the exigenctes of 
the publie service connected with the Publie Works, and of sustaining the 
eredtt of the Provinee tn that branch of the publte service. 


Government House, 
Montreal, 17th March, 1848. 


Great Western The Honorable Mr. Boulton presented, pursuant to 
Railroad. an Address to Hts Excellency the Governor General, -- 


Return to an Address from the Legislative Assembly to 
Hts Excellency the Governor General, dated the 16th instant, praying that His 
Excellency would be pleased to cause to be latd before them "the Correspon- 
dence which has taken place between the Government and the Great Western 
Ratlroad Company." 


Appendix (@.) For the satd Return, see Appendtx (Q.) 


SIR A. MACNAB ((moved that)) the papers laid before the House by command 
of His Excellency the Governor General, were referred to the standing com- 
mittee on Railroads and Telegraphs. 2° 


(57) 
Ordered, That the satd Return be referred to the Standing Committee on Ratl- 
ways and Telegraph Lines. 


Petittons The following Petitions were severally brought up, 
brought up. and laid on the table:-- 


By Mr. Johnson,--The Petition of I. J. Forbes and others, of Hawkesbury. 
By Mr. Egan,--The Petition of John Macawley of Buekingham, in the County 
of Ottawa, Teacher. 


(58) 
By the Honorable Mr. Macdonald,--The Petitton of the City Counetl of the 
City of Kingston. 


SIR A. MACNAB2® presented a petition signed by Parson Bettridge and some 
400 others, against a petition from certain inhabitants of the County of 
Oxford, complaining of Mr. Vansittart's conduct as Returning Officer at the 
late election. Parson Bettridge and his friends testify to the general good 
character of Vansittart, and pledge their “united, cordial, and unhesitating 
assurance" in favour of his impartiality2/ and ... ((find)) him utterly 
incapable of acting from the motives ascribed to him, in a series of resolu- 
tions and a memorial adopted at a meeting in East Oxford. He (Sir Allan) 
knew Mr. Vansittart, and all he could say was, that every word in that memorial 
he believed to be true: he believed him to be a gentleman entirely incapable 
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of acting in the manner ascribed to him. He was perfectly satisfied that 
if he had acted wrongly, it was a matter of the head and not of the heart. 
(Hear, hear.) 


(58) 

By Str Allan N. MacNab,--The Petition of Edmmd Deedes and others, of 
the County of Ox Oxford, 

By Mr. Bell, --The Petition of James Atchison and others, of the Village 
of Smith's Falls, tn the County of Bathurst; and the Petition of Welltan 
Bell, A.M., "and « others, of the District of Bathurst. 

ear act Mr, Chabot, ~-The Petttton of Jean Bélanger @ and others, sufferers by 
the fires in n Quebec tn the year 1845. 











MR. MORIN ruled against receiving a petition signed by the Attorney of 
a petitioner. Parties memorializing the House of Assembly, must sign for 
themselves.2? 


(58) 
Petttions read. Pursuant to the Order of the day, the following 
Petitions were read:-- 

Of the Munictpal Couneil of the District of Simcoe; representing that 
the appropriation of thirty thousand pounds for the improvement of Roads 
in the satd District was not applted according to the intention of the 
Act, owing to a mistake; and praying the constderation of the House, and 
reltef in the premises. 

Of Charles Emond, Prestdent, and others, the Trustees of the Academy 
of Berthter; praying the usual atd tn support of that Institution. 

Of Wrlitan M'Donnell and others, of the Townshtps of Ops, Martposa, 
Eldon, and Fenelon; praying atd to improve the main or central Road through 
the Townshtps of Ops and Mariposa. 

Of the Corporation of the College of Chambly; praying aid in support 
of that Institutton. 

Of Charles R. Ellis, of the Township of Toronto; praying for certain 
amendments to the Common School Law. 

Of James Douglas of the Township of Toronto, tn the Home District; com- 
platning of the conduet of the Reverend Mr. M'Grath in relation to a certain 
Lot of Land now occupted by the Petttioner, and praying to be allowed to 
purchase the lot from the Government, and that the Reverend Mr. M'Grath be 
compelled to pay over to the Government the money received by him on account 
of the satd land. 

Of Willian Bradley and others, of the Townshtp of Caledonta, in the 
Distrtet of Ottawa; praying that a certain Road allowance in that Township 
may be granted to the said Willtam Bradley, tn lteu of an allowance made 
by htm for a ltke purpose. 

Of Robert W. S. Mackay, of the City of Montreal; representing the pecun- 
tary loss sustained by him in the publication of a Topographical and Pic- 
torial Map of the City of Montreal, and praying reltef. 

Of F. T. C. Arnoldt, M.D., and others, Medteal Practitioners of the City 
of Montreal; praying ying that the School of Medicine and Surgery of Montreal, 
and the Medtcal Faculty of the Untverstty of M'GtlLl College, may be placed 
upon an equaltty and perpetuated by a aoe of money commensurate with 
thetr duttes. 
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Of Mrs. Adéle B. LaFontatne and other Ladtes having the care of the 
Montreal Lying-in-Hospttal; praying a grant of money tn atd of that Insti- 
tutton. 

Of the Corporatton of the Montreal General Hospital; praying an increased 
atd. 

Of Richard E. Vidal and others, of the Townships of Sarnia and Plympton, 
in the Western District; praytng atd to construct a Road along the shores of 
Lake Huron through those Townships. 

Of Joseph Huot and others, of the Townshtp of Haltfax; representing the 
total failure of thetr harvest during the past. season, and that they have 
netther seed nor money to procure tt for the approaching spring, and praying 
reltef. 

Of the Prestdent and Board of Police of the Town of St. Catharines; 
praying. for certatn amendments to the Aet tneorporating that Town. 

Of John Macfarlane and others, of the County of Waterloo; praying for 
anendments to the Electton Law. 

Of John Ewart and others, of the City of Toronto; praying for certain 
amendments to the Act incorporating the Toronto Dry Dock Company. 

Of John Hopkins and others, Teachers of Common Schools in the City of 
Kingston; praying for the amendment of the Common School Law. 

Of William Simpson and others, of Smith's Falls, in the Township of 
Elmsley; praytng the repeal of the Act 10 and 11 Vite. c. 58, relative to 
the boundary line between the 4th Concesston of Montague and Elmstey. 

Of M. F. Valots, and A.C.D. De Celles, President and Secretary of the 














Muntetpal Council of the County of Montreal; praying the repeal of the 
present Muntetpal Law, and the re-enactment of the Acts 8 Vie. ce. 40 and 
OuVLes et eae, with such alterations as may be deemed meet. 

"OF “the Reverend A. Morin and others; praying tndemniftcatton for losses 
sustatned during the troubles of 1837 and 1838. 

Of Mrs. Margaret Lunn and Mrs. A. Durnford, the Dtrectress and Secre- 
tary of the Committee of Management of the Untverstty Lying-in Hospttal, 
Montreal, on behalf of the Committee; praying atd tn support of that Insti- 
tutton. 

Of John F. Elltott and James Cuthbertson; praying to be tncorporated 
as the Root River Mintng Company. 

Of Janes Cuthbertson and others, of the City of Montreal; praying to 
be incorporated as the Sault de Sainte Marte Copper Company. 

Of John J. Church, of the “Tounshtp of Thorold, tn the District of 
Niagara; praytng 3 compensation for the destruction of timber on his land 
by the labourers employed on the Deep Cut of the Welland Canal. 

Of John Thornton and others, School Commissioners of the Municipality 
of Barnston; praying that the Superintendent of Schools may be authorized 
to pay over to that Muntctpaltty their proportton of the School appropria- 
tion stnece the Ist July, 1846. 

Of the Munictpal Council of the Distrtet of Talbot; praying for the 
passing of an Act to remove all doubts respecting the offtcer whose duty 
tt ts to make out the Assessment Rolls, and that the right of District 
Counetls to appotnt, ‘remunerate and GonerOr that officer, and hts duttes, 
may be recognized. 




















Message from The Honorable Mr. Boulton deltvered to Mr. Speaker 
Hts Excellency. a Message from Hts Excellency the Governor General, 
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signed by His Excellency. 
And the satd Message was read by Mr. Speaker, all the Members of the 
House betng uncovered; and ts as followeth:-- 


Estimates ELGIN AND KINCARDINE, 
for 1848. The Governor General submits to the Legtslative 


Assembly, that tn order to enable Her Majesty to 
meet the extgenetes of the Publte Service connected with the Public Works, 
and to sustatn the eredit of the Province in that branch of the Public 
Service for the present year, there be advanced a sum not exceeding one 
hundred and twenty-five thousand pounds, and that to enable Her Majesty 
to meet the necessary and tndispensable Expenses of the Government of 
thts Provinee, from the first day of January, to the thirty-first day of 
December, tn thts present year, not otherwise provided for, there be 
advaneed a sum of one hundred and forty thousand pounds; both which sums 
to be accounted for in detatl, at the opening of the ensuing Sesston of 
the Legislature. 

In relation to the foregoing subjects, the Governor General lays 
before the Legislative Assembly the Report of the Inspector General, with 
the accompanying documents. 

Government House, 

Montreal, 17th March, 1848. 


Appendtx (R.) For the Documents accompanying the satd Message, 
see Appendtx (R.) 
(59) 
On motion of Str Allan N. Macllab, seconded by Mr. Wilson, 
Western Tele- Ordered, That the Standing Committee on Ratlways and 
graph Company Telegraph Lines have leave to proceed forthwtth 
BLU. to the constderatiton of the Bill to tneorporate 


"The Western Telegraph Company;" and that the 
stxty-third Rule of thts House be suspended, as to the present motton, 

Str Allan N. MacNab, from the Standing Committee on Ratlways and Tele- 
graph Lines, presented to the House the First Report of the satd Committee, 
whitch was again read at the Clerk's table; and ts as followeth:-- 

Your Committee have exanined the Bill to tneorporate "The Western Tele- 
graph Company," and have made certatn anendnents thereunto, whitch they beg 
leave to submit for the adoption of Your Honorable House. 


Ordered, That the Bill and Report be now committed to a Committee of the 
whole House. 


The House accordingly resolved itself into the satd Committee. 
Mr. Seott of Two Mountatns took the Chatr of the Committee; 


A proposal was made to fix the scale of charges to be allowed the Com- 
pany, and to enable the public to benefit by the Telegraph, at a reasonable 
rate. This would have been carried3l, 


MR. WILSON ((however)) showed the unfairness of placing the Western 
Company under a greater disadvantage than other similar Companies, ((but 
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consented)) to add a clause giving the Legislature the right to regulate 
the scale at any time under a general Act32. 


The Bill went through. 33 


(59) 
and after some time spent theretn, 
Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair; 
And Mr. Scott of Iwo Mountains reported, That the Committee had gone 
through the Bill, and made amendments thereunto. 





Ordered, That the Report be recetved to-morrow. 


On motion of Mr. Drummond, seconded by Mr. Holmes, 


Supply. Ordered, That the Order of the day for the House in 
Committee of Supply, be postponed until Monday 
next; and that tt be then the first Order of the day. 


Ordered, That the several Messages of Hts Excellency the Governor General, 
latd before the House this day, together with the Documents accompany- 
tng the same, on the subjects of the Publie Service and of the Publte 
Works of thts Province, be referred to the satd Committee. 


Educatton. Ordered, That one thousand coptes of the Report of 

the Superintendent of Elementary Educatton for 
the year 1846-47, be printed in each of the English and French languages, 
for the use of the Members of thts House. 


On motton of Mr. Holmes, seconded by Mr. Drummond, 


Expiring Laws Ordered, That the Order of the day for the House in 
BULL. Committee on the Brll to continue for a limited 


time certatn Acts theretn mentioned, be postponed 
unttl Monday next; and that tt be then the second Order of the day. 


MR. G. SHERWOOD > (Brockville) moved that the House at its rising 
adjourn till Saturday. 35 


MR. DRUMMOND would not oppose the motion if the majority of the House 
were inviavour of it. 





(59) 
Adjournment. Ordered, That when thts House doth adjourn, it will 
adjourn unttl to-morrow, at three o'clock, P.M. 
Written Memor- Ordered, That the Honorable Mr. Cameron have leave 
anda Bill. to bring tn a Bill to render necessary written 


Memoranda in certain cases. 
He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House, and the same was 
received and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time, 
on Monday next. 


COL. GUGY3’ rose to call the attention of the House to the case of Mr. 
Ryland, formerly Clerk of the Executive Council, in Lower Canada. He con- 
tended that any gentleman in the possession of an appointment similar to 
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that once Mr. Ryland's had as much freedom in his office, as a landowner 

had in his acres. There were various pursuits by which men sought to gain 
fortune, or distinction; some attach themselves to professions; some seek 

a livelihood by following a trade or calling; some devote themselves to 

the service of their country; Mr. Ryland had chosen the latter path. 38 IGE 
seemed to him that there was no difference between the interdiction of the 
right of practising a profession and depriving a man of the office which fur- 
nished bread for his family. This was precisely the case of Mr. Ryland. 

He was engaged in the service of his country for a period of about twenty 
years, when suddenly , 39 by no fault of his own, 40 without any cause being 
assigned, he was deprived of that on which he relied just as much as the 
merchant did on the profits of his business and the citizen on his daily 
labour.41 Was this right? Was this just? He would state the facts of the 
case, in order that the House and the country might judge of the injustice 
which had been committed.42 The facts of the case were these: In the year 
1841 Mr. Ryland was found in the possession of an office. Upon the change 
in the form of the Government of the country to that which now prevailed-- 
Responsible Government--it was deemed expedient by the then Governor General-- 
Lord Sydenham--to enter into a contract with Mr. Ryland for the disposal of 
his office for a consideration; eventually at the request of the Governor 
General of this Province, one possessed of Imperial power, he consented 

to surrender office on the condition that he should have either a pension 
amounting to the sum of £57542, or an equivalent office for life: on these 
conditions he had consented to surrender his office, and was forthwith 
appointed Registrar of the district of Quebec*4 which he anticipated would 
have afforded him ample remuneration; but presently the District was divided 
into Counties, and he found himself not the Registrar of Quebec, the District 
of the emoluments which would have been considerable, but the Registrar of 
the County of Quebec, with scarcely any emoluments at all. 


MR. DRUMMOND rose to inquire what part of the correspondence the hon. 
member required; he was, perhaps, not aware that a portion of it was already 
in the possession of the House. 46 


COL. GUGY was not; he would take an early opportunity of specifying 
the documents he required; but considering, as he did, that a pledge had 
been given to Mr. Ryland, he was desirous of taking the earliest opportunity 
of taking the sense of the House on the propriety of redeeming that pledge; 
and it would be impossible for the House to arrive at a just conclusion 
without being made aware of the facts of the case. He had said then that 
the hon. gentleman in question had surrendered one office and received 
another, of which he had been deprived. In consequence of the prejudice 
done him by the deprival of the second office, he applied to the Imperial 
Government for indemnity4’, He had the pledge of Royalty that those claims 
should be satisfied; and he (Col. Gugy) called on the House to redeem that 
pledge. 48 It was right that the House should know that there had been no 
difference of opinion as to the justice of his claim among the different 
Governors General, Sir Charles Bagot, Lord Metcalfe, and, he believed, the 
present Governor General; all admitted his right in this matter; the same 
admission had been made by two of Her Majesty's Secretaries of State Lor 
the colonies,--this House, too, had adopted an address to Her Majesty unani- 
mously praying that compensation might be made to Mr. Ryland.--Then they 
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had the Imperial admission and the admission of the House itself of his 
rishe, .and yet 49 all settlement had been delayed from year to year until 

he and his family? were on the brink of destitution in consequence of his 
confidence in the Royal word. With all his respect, both personal and 
public, for the gentlemen comprising the late Administration, he must say 
that they had not taken the pains which they ought to have taken to redeem 
the solemn pledge which he had brought under the notice of the House. 1 

The Secretary of State had transmitted a dispatch favouring Mr. Ryland's 
demand; and the hon. member for Missisquoi, when a member of the Provin- 
cial Government 2, was reported to have said in this House that this 
question was under process of adjustment?3; yet it seemed to him (Col. 
Gugy) they were as far from adjustment as ever. 4 He (Col. G.) had no 
talent for splitting hairs, and he could not understand what his hon. 
friend meant when he spoke of adjustment, if he did not mean to pay. It 
would have been quite as well if he had said that he did not intend to 
adjust it at all, if the adjustment was not to be followed by the necessar 
and only reasonable consequences viz., the payment of the demand (hear, 
hear.) These were the facts of the case. They had here that which was 

the most binding of all obligations--that which would be conclusive between 
man and man, and the violation of which in private life, would lead to an 
action in a court of law, the result of which could not for a moment be 
doubted. But it was impossible for the subject to sue the sovereign or 

her advisers: he could not summon them before any tribunal or in any way 
enforce his claim. Mr. Ryland has pressed his claim with singular ability 
during the last four years, but as yet he has received no fraction of that 
which every honest man must allow was his due. He (Col. Gugy) was told that 
hon. members on all sides of the House had admitted the ciaim of Mr. Ryland 
on a former occasion. > 


MR. G. SHERWOOD (Brockville)--. No, no. 


COL. GUGY ((continued:)) He had heard of a person who was fond of 
decayed oysters--had a liking for them (laughter); and so he dared Say 
that there might have been found one individual in that reverent assembly 
to contend that it was convenient not to pay their just debts; but he 
believed that the majority of the House had been of opinion that this 
amount was due, and ought to be paid (hear, hear.)°/ There was also 
another feature in the case to which he would allude in the last Parlia- 
ment, although the debt was admitted; 8 only one party had contended 
that it was an Imperial debt and ought to be paid by the Home Government, 
and another party had contended that it was a Colonial debt, and devolved 
upon the Government of the Province; 2? so that, between the two stools, 
Mr. Ryland had fallen to the ground. 69 He knew no better way to bring 
about an adjustment of his claims, and, in plain English, a satisfactory 
payment, than by an appeal to the sentiments of honour and liberality of 
the House on his behalf. If this correspondence was granted, it would 
form the subject matter of an address to His Excellency; and he (Col. Gugy 
hoped and thought a Liberal Ministry, such as that we now had, would not 
only 62 willingly®3 assume the debt, but would pay it,64 (hear, hear.) ®5 
The hon. gentleman concluded by moving, seconded by MR. WEBSTER, that 
an humble address be presented to His Excellency on the subject of Mr. 
Ryland's claims, and soliciting their immediate adjustment. 66 


61 
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MR. BADGLEY. The hon. member for Sherbrooke had referred to a term 
used by him in reference to this matter in the last Parliament--the term 
“adjustment.'"' There had been a difference of opinion between the Govern- 
ment and Mr. Ryland as to the amount he was entitled to, and it was in 
reference to this matter the term had been used.©’ Had it not been for ... 
((this)) very serious difference between Mr. Ryland and the Government as 
to the amount of compensation, the matter would have been settled long 
before this. 


(59) 
Me. CG. H. Auland. Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to 


Hts Excellency the Governor General, praying 
that Hts Excellency will be pleased to cause to be laid before thts House, 
coptes of all correspondence, and other papers and documents, relating 
to the applteatton of George Herman Ryland, Esquire, for a pension or 
ecompensatton for the loss of his offtce as Clerk of the Executive Counectl 
of the late Province eee Lower Canada, and as Clerk of the Executive Coun- 
etl of thts Province. © 


Ordered, That Mr. Gugy, Mr. Webster, Mr. Scott of Two Mountains, and Mr. 
Thompson, do present the satd Address to His Excellency the Governor 


General. 
Whitby and Ordered, That Mr. Morrtson have leave to bring in 
Pickerin a Bill to tneorporate the Whitby and Pickering 
Road Company Road Company. 
Bell. He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the 


House, and the same was received and read for the 
first time; and ordered to be read a second time, on Monday next. 


Bill relating Ordered, That Mr. Richards have leave to bring in 

to forms o a Bill to render unnecessary the tnsertion of 

words tn Acts. eertatn Forms of Words tn Acts of the Provinetal 
Legtslature. 


He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the ftrst time; and ordered to be read a second time, 
on Wednesday next. 


Bill relating Ordered, That Mr. Richards have leave to bring in a 
to Mortgagers. Bill to provtde for the sale under executions 


of the tnterest of Mortgagers in real estate in 
Upper Canada. 
He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time, 
on Thursday next. 


Sault de Ste. Ordered, That Mr. Prince have leave to bring in a 
Marte Copper Bill to tneorporate "The Sault de Sainte Marte 
Mining Brill. Copper Company." 


He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House, and the same was 
received and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time, 
on Monday next. 


Root River Ordered, That Mr. Prince have leave to bring in a 
Mining Company Bill to ineorporate "The Root River Mintng Com= 


Bill. pany." 
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He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same was 
received and read for the first ttme; and ordered to be read a second ttme, 
on Monday next. 


On motton of the Honorable Mr. Badgley, seconded by the Honorable Mr. 


Maedonatld, 
Shtpping of Resolved, That thts House do now resolve itself into 
Seamen Act. a Committee of the whole House, to amend the Act 


for regulating the shipping of Seamen, by provid- 

ing that the fees recetved tn virtue of the same be funded, and a salary 
allowed to the Shtpping Master. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the satd Committee. 

Mr. Lyon took the Chatr of the Committee; and after some time spent 
therein, 

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair; 

And Mr. Lyon reported that the Committee had come to a Resolution. 
Ordered, That the Report be recetved to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. M'Farland, seconded by Mr. Thompson, 


Ntagara Dis- Ordered, That the Entries in the Journals of this 
trict Town. House, of the Sesston of 1846, whtch relate to 


the removal of the stte of the District Town of 
Niagara, be now read. 
The Entries were read accordingly. 


Ordered, That the satd Entries be referred to the Select Committee to whitch 
was referred the Petttton of the Munitectpal Counetl of the District of 


(60) 
Niagara, relating to the District Town. 


Cullers Bill. Ordered, That Mr. Laurin have leave to bring in a 
Bill to amend the Act to regulate the culling 
and measurement of Timber. 
He accordingly presented the satd Btll to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the ftrst time; and ordered to be read a second time, 
on Monday next. 


Norfotk Joint The Order of the day for the second reading of the 
Stock Compantes Bill to authorize the formation of Jotnt Stock Companies 
BELL. tn the County of Norfolk, for the construction of 


a Plank or Macadanized Roads withtn the satd County, be- 
ing read; 


aon MORIN informed the House that the fee of £20 had been paid on this 
ante 


MR. H. BOULTON (Norfolk).--It was a local but not a private pill. 72 
He had amended it so as to make it applicable to any part of Upper Canada. /3 
He intended to refer the bill to a committee with a view to extending the 
provisions to other parts of the Province. 


MR. J. S. MACDONALD (Glengarry) would like to know if this was not a 
private bill, what was it? This was a bill for the county of Norfolk to 
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enable certain parties there to have the privilege of subscribing stock and 
laying down roads, upon which they were to exact tolls for their own benefit. 
Where did that differ from a bill to incorporate a Gas Company, or an Insur- 
ance Company? (Hear, hear.) He should like to know the distinction between 
them and any private undertaking which any individual might choose to get 

up in any part of the country? (Hear, hear.) It was for the benefit of 
stockholders--they subscribed a certain amount, and if there was any profit 
in the transaction they got it. The hon. gentieman wanted to refer this to 
a committee and get rid of the £20, (hear, hear, and laughter,) but he (Mr. 
McD.) maintained this was just one of these bills upon which the House ought 
to impose a rate of £20; they were not to pay enormous expense on these 
bills; the country was not to be saddled with bills of this description. 

He appealed to the Speaker whether this was not a private bill./5 


MR. MORIN said that unquestionably this was a private bill, one of those 
bills which ought to pay a fee of £20. The House however, had the power 
to dispense with that fee. (Hear, hear.) 76 


MR. H. SMITH (Frontenac) was surprised at the remarks of the hon. member 
for Glengarry. For his part, instead of desiring to impose the £20 fee, he 
tendered his thanks to the hon. member for Norfolk for having introduced the 
bill, which he was glad to find the hon. gentlemen proposed to extend to 
the whole of Upper Canada. // 


MR. H. BOULTON was also surprised at the remarks of the hon. gentleman. 
He had either not read the bill, or read it, and not been able to understand 
it. When first he brought the bill in he had intended it for his own consti- 
tuents, but it had met with such unanimous approbation from the Upper Canada 
members, that he had been requested to extend its provisions to the whole of 
Upper Canada. He now wanted it to be read a second time that he might 
refer it to a select committee for the purpose of this amendment. /8 


MESSRS. WETENHALL and MCFARLAND supported the bill./9 


MR. CHAUVEAU thought that the very title proved the bill a privite one, 
"A Bill for the formation of Road Companies in Norfolk." (Hear, hear, ) 80 


MR. ROBINSON eulogized the bill, and the hon. member for Norfolk for 
bringing it in, 81 ((He)) moved to dispense with the payment of the £20, 82 


(60) 
On motton of the Honorable Mr. Robinson, seconded by the Honorable Mr. 
Macdonald, 


Ordered, That the seventy-first Rule of thts House, be suspended as to the 


present Bill. 

MR. J. S. MACDONALD (Glengarry) was opposed to the bill, and this, the 
second reading, was the proper time for opposing it. He was opposed to the 
principle of the bill because it gave to small companies the power of making 
small roads whenever they pleased. (Hear, hear.)83 It proposed to hand 
over the highways of the country in little patches of 3 miles, to... 
((them)).® He was disposed to leave the matter to the District Councils, 
and not to individual companies. (Hear, hear.) He should oppose the 
measure. 85 
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MR. BOULTON explained that the District Councils would have power over 
these companies. 


SIR A. MACNAB thought it a pity they should waste the time of the 
House in discussing this bill, which it was only proposed should be read 


a second time pro forma. 8/ 


(60) 
The Honorable Mr. Boulton moved, seconded by Mr. Bell, and the Questton 
being put, That the said Bill be now read a second time. 
The House divtded; and the names betng called for, they were taken down; 
as follow:-- 


YEAS. 
Messteurs Badgley, Bell, Boulton of NORFOLK, Cameron of CORNWALL, Cayley, 
Crysler, Johnson, Macdonald of KINGSTON, Str Allan N. MacNab, Malloch, 


sets Pela (Sat edie be ee et | 


M'Farland, M'Lean, Papineau, Seymour, Smith of FRONTENAC, Webster, and Wil- 


son.--(17.) 
NAYS. 

Messteurs Armstrong, Beaubten, Bouthillier, Chabot, Chauveau, DeWitt, 
Flint, Fortter, Fournter, Guillet, Holmes, Jobin, Laterriére, Laurtn, Lemieux, 
Lyon, Macdonald of GLENGARRY, Mongenats, Nelson, Sauvageau, Stevenson, Taché, 
and Watts.--(28.) a aaa a 


So tt passed tn the Negative. 


Land Survey- The Order of the day for the second reading of the 
Orel ELL. Coe Bill to repeal the Ordinance therein menttoned, and 


to make better provtston respecting Land Surveyors 
and the admeasurement of Lands tn Lower Canada, betng read; 


Ordered, That the Etll be read a second time, to-morrow. 


ee 
Huron Copper Bay The Order of the day for the second reading of 
Company Bill. the Bill to incorporate "The Huron Copper Bay Company," 


betng read; 


Ordered, That the Bill be read a second time on Monday next. 


Bill relating to The Order of the day for the second reading of the 
Letters Patents Bill relating to Letters Patent whereby any waste 
for Lands (L.C.) or other Publte Lands tn Lower Canada are granted, 


to simplify the process of Land granting, and to 
render the same more expedtttous and less expenstve than heretofore, being 
read; 
Ordered, That the said Order be discharged. 
Eleetton Bill. The Order of the day for the second reading of 


the Btll to amend the Electton Law of thts Provinee, 
being read; 


Ordered, That the Bill be read a second time, to-morrow. 


Montreal Incor- The Order of the day for the second reading of the 
poration Bill. Btll to anend the Act 8 Vite. ec. 59, consolidating the 


provtstons of the Ordinance to tneorporate the City of 
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Montreal, being read; 88 


A brief discussion arose in the House on the subject of Responsible 
Government 89, 


The subject was introduced by SIR A. MACNAB??, OR The gallant member 
for Essex, COL. PRINCE originated the discussion. 21 


DR. NELSON?2 ... rose, and as we understood, speaking to Mr. Papineau, 
said,?3 that any member who would rise in the House and say the Lower Cana- 
dians were opposed to Responsible Government, said that which was not the 
fact; that a member making such assertions was not the organ of the Lower 
Canadians; not their trumpet; not their mouthpiece; nor did he represent 
their feelings. At the late election he had put the question to his consti- 
tuency, who had proclaimed their satisfaction?4 with Responsible Government 
as at present conducted, and the reason they were satisfied was, because 
they believed what he believed--that the present system of Responsible Gov- 
ernment would confirm those privileges they had so long wished for, and which, 
some few years since, they never expected to enjoy. 


MR. PAPINEAU spoke in French. We understood him to say he did not oppose 
Responsible Government, but what had falsely been called Responsible Govern- 
ment. He then contended that what he had said on the subject had been mis- 
represented, and declared himself independent of all Governments, and that 
he had a right and would exercise it, of freely expressing his opinions. 


MR. CAUCHON, who spoke in French, in a short speech, rebuked Mr. Papi- 
neau for continually reminding the House of his independence. He (Mr. Cau- 
chon) was as independent of any Government as the hon. Member, and he 
thought he was not singular in being so. He was also as free to express 
his opinions as any hon. Member in the House, and was there to support good 
Se ee and vote against bad ones, let them emanate from whosoever they 
might. 


The conversation then dropped?9, 


(60) 
The Bill was accordingly read a second time; and committed to a Committee 
of the whole House, for to-morrow. 


Butter Inspec- The Order of the day for the second reading of the 
CLOMSELLL. Bill to provide for the Inspection of Butter in Quebec 
and Montreal, betng read; 


The Btll was accordingly read a second time; and committed to a Committee 
of the whole House. 


Resolved, That this House will immediately resolve ttself into the satd Com- 


mittee. 

The House accordingly resolved itself tnto the Committee. 

Mr. Chauveau took the Chatr of the Committee; and after some time spent 
theretn, 


Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair; 
And Mr. Chauveau reported, That the Committee had gone through the Brill, 


and had made anendments thereunto. 


Ordered, That the Report be recetved to-morrow. 


St. Paul's Church The Order of the day for the second reading of 
Glebe BLLL. the Btll to authorize the Rector and Chureh Wardens 


of St. Paul's Church, London, to sell a part of the 
Glebe, on certatn conditions, betng read; 
The Btll was accordingly read a second ttme; and committed to a Commit- 
tee of the whole House. 


Resolved, That thts House will immediately resolve ttself tnto the satd 
Committee. 


The House accordingly resolved itself into the Committee. 

Mr. Jobin took the Chatr of the Committee; and after some ttme spent 
therein, 

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chatr; 

And Mr. Jobin reported, That the Committee had gone through the Btll, 
and made amendments thereunto. 


Ordered, That the Report be now received. 


Mr. Jobin reported the Btll accordingly; and the amendments were read, 
and agreed to. 





Ordered, That the Bill, with the amendments, be engrossed. 


Kingston Gas The Order of the day for the second reading of 
Light Company the Bill to tneorporate the Ctty of Kingston Gas 
BLL. Light Company, being read; 





The Btll was accordingly read a second time; and committed to a Commtit- 
3 
tee Of the whole House. 


Resolved, That thts House wtll tmmedtately resolve itself into the satd 
Committee; and that the Rules of thts House be suspended as to the 


present Brill. 


The House accordingly resolved itself tnto the Committee; and after 
some time spent theretn, 

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chatr; 

And Mr. Smith of Frontenae reported, That the Committee had gone 
through the Btll, and made amendnents thereunto. 


Ordered, That the Report be recetved to-morrow. 


Census Bll. The Order of the day for the second reading of 
the Bill to extend the time for taking the Census in 
Lower Canada, for the year 1848, being read; 


Ordered, That the Btll be read a second time, on Monday next. 


Osgoode Town- The Order of the day for the second reading of the 
ship Bill. Bill to exempt certain Concesstons of the Township of 


Osgoode from the operatton of the Act therein menttoned, 
betng read; 
The Btll was accordingly read a second time; and ordered to be engrossed. 


king's Bench The Order of the day for the second reading of 
Judgments the Btll to render executory certain Judgments rendered 
BELG (Ged by the late Courts of King's Bench for Lower Canada, 


betng read; 
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The Bill was accordingly read a second time; and ordered to be engrossed. 


Mosa Taxes The Order of the day for the second reading of 
Collection Bilt. the Btll to provide for the collection of the taxes 
C6) 


eee year 1845, tm the Township of Mosa, in the London District, being 
read; 


Ordered, That the Bill be read a second time, to-morrow. 


Quebec Instvtut The Order of the day for the second reading of the 
Canadten Bill. Bill to tneorporate the "Institut Canadien de Québec," 


being read; 
The Bill was aecordingly read a second time; and committed to a Commit- 
tee of the whole House. 


Resolved, That this House will immediately resolve itself into the said Com- 


mittee. 

The House accordingly resolved ttself tnto the Committee. 

Mr. Malloch took the Chatr of the Committee; and after some time spent 
therein, 

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chatr; 

And Mr. Malloch reported, That the Committee had gone through the Bill, 
and made amendments thereunto. 


Ordered, That the Report be now received. 


Mr. Malloch reported the Bill accordingly; and the amendments were read, 
and agreed to. 


Ordered, That the Btil, wtth the amendments, be engrossed. 


Consumers ' The Order of the day for the second reading of the 
Gas Company Bill to tneorporate "The Consumer's Gas Company of 

of Toronto Toronto," betng read; 

Bele. 

Ordered, That the Btll be read a second time, to-morrow. 

London Manu- The Order of the day for the second reading of 
facturing the Bill to tneorporate the London Manufacturing Com- 
Company Bill. pany, being read; 


The Btll was accordingly read a second time; and committed to a Com- 
mittee of the whole House. 


Resolved, That this House will tmmedtately resolve itself tnto the satd 
Committee; and that the Rules of this House be suspended as to the 


present Brill. 


The House accordingly resolved itself into the Committee. 

Mr. Bouthillter took the Chair of the Committee; and after some time 
spent therein, 

Mr. Speaker reswned the Chair; 

And Mr. Bouthtllter reported, That the Committee had gone through the 
Bill, and made amendments thereunto. 
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Ordered, That the Report be received to-morrow. 

Canada Life - The Order of the day for the second reading of the 
Assurance Bill to tneorporate the Canada Life Assurance Company, 
Company Btil. betng read; 


The Btll was accordingly read a second time; and committed to a Commit- 
tee of the whole House. 


Resolved, That thts House will immedtately resolve ttself tnto the satd 
Committee; and that the Rules of thts House be suspended as to the 


present Brill. 


The House accordingly resolved ttself into the Committee. 

The Honorable Mr. Robinson took the Chatr of the Committee; and after 
some ttme spent therein, 

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chatr; 

And the Honorable Mr. Robtnson reported, That the Committee had gone 
through the Bill, and directed him to report the same, wtthout amendment. 


Ordered, That the Btll be engrossed. 


Dundas Incor- The Order of the day for the second reading of 
poratton Brill. the Bill to amend the Act, intttuled, "An Act to 


tneorporate the Town of Dundas," betng read; 


Ordered, That the Bill be read a second time, to-morrow. 


Canada Martine The Order of the day for the second reading of 
Assurance the Btll to tneorporate the Canada Marine Insurance 
Company Bilt. Company, betng read; 


Ordered, That the Btll be read a second time, to-morrow. 


Toronto Athe- The Order of the day for the second reading of 
naeun Brill. the Bill to tneorporate the Toronto Athenaeum, being 
read; 


The Bill was accordingly read a second time; and committed to a Com- 
mittee of the whole House. 


Resolved, That thts House will tmmedtately resolve ttself into the satd 
Committee. 


The House accordingly resolved ttself into the Committee. 

Mr, DeWitt took the Chatr of the Committee; and after some time 
spent therein, 

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chatr; 

And Mr. DeWitt reported, That the Committee had gone through the Bill, 
and dtreeted htm to report the same, wtthout amendment. 


Ordered, That the Bill be engrossed. 


Flour and The Order of the day for the second reading of 
Meal Brill. the Bill to continue and amend the Act for the tnspec- 
tion of Flour and Meal, and to provide for the tnspec- 
tton of Oatmeal, betng read; 
The Bill was accordingly read a second ttme; and committed to a Committee 
of the whole House. 
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Resolved, That this House will immediately resolve itself into the said 
Conmt ttee. 


The House accordingly resolved ttself into the Committee. 

Mr. Laurin took the Chair of the Committee; and after some time spent 
theretn, 

Mr. Speaker reswned the Chair; 

And Mr. Laurin reported, That the Committee had gone through the Bill, 
and made amendments thereunto. 


Ordered, That the Report be now recetved. 


Mr. Laurin reported the Btll accordingly; and the amendments were read, 
and agreed to. 


Ordered, That the Btll, wtth the amendments, be engrossed. 


River Motra The Order of the day for the second reading of 
Mill Dams Bill. the Brll to repeal the Act therein mentioned, and to 
make better proviston for the constructton of Aprons 
to Dams upon the River Motra, being read; 
The Bill was accordingly read a second time; and committed to a Committee 
of the whole House. 


Resolved, That thts House wtll immediately resolve ttself into the said 


Committee. 

The House accordingly resolved ttself into the Committee. 

Mr. Wilson took the Chatr of the Committee; and after some time spent 
therein, 

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chatr; 

And Mr. Wilson reported, That the Committee had gone through the Bill, 
and made amendments thereunto. 


Ordered, That the Report be recetved to-morrow. 


Then, :on motion of Mr. Laurtn, seconded by Mr. Chabot, 
The House adjourned, 100 


APPENDIX: 17 MARCH 1848. 


((NOTICE OF MOTION RE: OFFICES OF SOLICITOR GENERAL AND COM- 
MLISSIONERS OF BOARD OF WORKS.)) 


MR. CHRISTIE gave notice that before the House went into consideration 
of granting the supplies--he would move hereafter that the office of Soli- 
citor General (East and West) shall be non-political, and likewise the two 
Commissioners of the Board of Works--and that in lieu there be two seats 
in the Executive Council filled by representatives of the Commercial and 
Agricultural interests,101 


((NOTICE OF MOTION RE: PENSIONS FOR MEMBERS OF LATE ADMINIS-— 
TRATION.) ) 


COL. GUGY gave notice that he would move for copies of all correspond- 
ence, des reneuce &c., in reference to pensioning any members of the late 
Administration. 


((BREACH OF PRIVILEGE BROUGHT TO THE ATTENTION OF THE HOUSE. ))1°> 


MR. BOULTON brought under the notice of the House what he considered 
a breach of privilege. In the report of the proceedings of the House, in 
the Montreal Gazette, he found the following passage. In speaking of the 
appointment of the Committee on Railways and Telegraphs, the reporter said:-- 
"The motion was ultimately carried against the Ministers--yeas, 33; nays, 
31. Mr. H. J. Boulton was present, but did not vote.''--He contended that 
the reporters had no right to notice these things. His reason for not 
voting, as it happened, was, that he had not been in the House during the 
discussion. 


((STATEMENT RE: CUSTOMS BILL OF LAST SESSION. ))+9> 


MR. BADGLEY said, in reference to his notice of enquiry of the organ 
of Ministers, on giving effect to the Customs Bill of last Session--that 
he had been assured the Bill was received, sanctioned, and would be proclaimed 
in the course of a day or two.t 


((WITHDRAWN MOTION RE: SURVEY OF LONG SAULT RAPIDS ON THE ST. 
LAWRENCE RIVER. ))107 


MR. MCLEAN moved for an address to His Exc 
"Long Sault" Rapids on the River St. Lawrence. 


MR. CRYSLER seconded the motion. 109 


Scns for a survey of the 


MR. DRUMMOND thought that the motion of the hon. member for Stormont 
was one which should not be made by any member of that House, especially 
when there was no representative of the Executive Government _in the House, 
it was one which might entail expense, probably very great. 


MR. MCLEAN.--It cannot cost more than £25,111 
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MR. DRUMMOND. Whether it costs £25 or 25s. it would entail expense. He 
should oppose the motion, 112 


MR. J. S. MACDONALD (Glengarry) thought it was a very important matter 
to the trade of the country that a survey should be made of the North side 
of the St. Lawrence, the Long Sault Rapids. Unless the Government would 
take this in hand and authorize persons who had a talent for services of 
this description, to make a faithful report of it, individuals could not 
be expected to risk their vessels on the North side. It was of vast impor- 
tance in another point of view. In the event of difficulty with our neigh- 
bours, we ought to have a channel of our own, and one infinitely better 
than the channel on the south side.113 


MR. MCLEAN had called the attention of the Government to this matter. 
He would now withdraw his motion. 


FOOTNOTES: 17 MARCH 1848. 
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PILOT, 23 March 1848, reported that on this day, "The attendance of 
members was very thin." 

GLOBE, 29 March 1848, which prefaced its report of the following matter 
by these observations: "At four o'clock the House proceeded to appoint 
(by appeal to the lot) a Committee under the Grenville Act, to try the 
merits of the petition of D. A. McDonell, Esq., against. the return of 
Alex McLean, Esq., for the County of Stormont. As the process is some- 
what? curious, welshall’detalleit:” 

GLOBE, 29 March 1848. 

IBID. 

TEID. 

IBID. 

INE) 

IDE MEDS 

TBD. 

IBID., which observed that both MacDonell and Morrison "made their most 
captivating salaams." 

GLOBE, 29 March 1848. 
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IBID. 

LBL: 

EBD. 

JEVSIEND) 
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LBID: 
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IBID. 

The debate of this matter was reported by: MORNING CHRONICLE, 20 March 
1848, BRITISH COLONIST, 21 March 1848, GLOBE, 22 March 1848, and 

PRINCE EDWARD GAZETTE, 24 March 1848, in identical accounts. 

MORNING CHRONICLE, 20 March 1848. 

The debate on this matter was reported by: GLOBE, 29 March 1848, PILOT, 
21 March 1848, and PACKET, 31 March 1848, in identical accounts. 

GLOBE, 29 March 1848. 

PILOT, 21) Marche 184s. 

GLOBE, 29 March 1848. 

A commentary on the Inspector General's Report may be found in EXAMINER, 
29 March 1848. 

GLOBE, 29 March 1848. 

TBD: 

IBID. 

The debate on this matter was reported by: PILOT, 23 March 1848, 

and PACKET, 31 March 1848, in identical accounts. 

PILOTS. 23¢Marchel34c. 

IBID. 

The debate on this matter was reported by: PILOT, 23 March 1848; and 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 March 1848, copied by MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 23 March 
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1848, and ST. CATHARINES JOURNAL, 30 March 1848, in identical accounts. 
PILOT, 23 March 1848, observed that the motion "excited little or no 
interest.'' The MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 March 1848, mistakenly reported 
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GLOBE, 25 March 1848. 

PILOT, 23 March 1848. 

ERED: 

LBD 

The debate on this matter was reported by: MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 23 
March 1848; PILOT, 23 March 1848; and MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 March 1848, 
and ST. CATHARINES JOURNAL, 30 March 1848, in identical accounts. 
MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 23 March 1848. 

EBD 

PILOT, 23 Marchelo4e. 

MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 23 March 1848, added: '"who had been apparently 
impatiently waiting for an opportunity to express his opinion on the 
subject". 

MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 23 March 1848. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 March 1848. 

MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 23 March 1848. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 20 March 1848. 

TBID. 

Tea. 

EBLD. 

GLOBE, 25 March 1848, noted: "at eleven o'clock". 

IBID., 29 March 1848. 

DBE. 

The debate on this matter was reported by: PILOT, 21 March 1848, 
and PACKET, 31 March 1848, in identical accounts. 

PILOT, 21 March 13048. 

The debate on this matter was reported by: PILOT, 23 March 1848, 
and PACKET, 31 March 1848, in identical accounts; and GLOBE, 25 March 
1848. 

GLOBE, 25 March 1848. 

The debate on this matter was reported by: PILOT, 23 March 1848, 
and PACKET, 31 March 1848, in identical accounts. 

PILOT, 23 March 1848. 

IBID. 

IBID. 

TBED. 

TBED. 

TRLD: 

EBLD: 


SATURDAY, 18 MARCH 1848.1 


(61) 
Petitions THE following Petttions were severally brought 
brought up. up, and latd on the table:-- 


By Mr. Thompson,--The Petitton of Alexander M. Lockhart and others, of 


the Townshtp of Sherbrooke Forest, in the District of Ntagara. 


(62) 

By Mr. M'Farland,--The Petition of Simcoe Chapman and others, of the 
County of Welland. 

By Str Allan N. MacNab,--The Petition of George S. Tiffany, Esquire, 
and others, of the District of Gore; the Petttiton of the Great Western 
Ratlroad Company (corresponding Committee); and the Petition of the Great 
Western Ratlroad Company (Provincial atd). 


Toronto Athe- An engrossed Bill to tneorporate the Toronto 
naeum Bill. Athenaeum was read the third time. 
Resolved, That the Bill do pass. 


Ordered, That the Honorable Mr. Cameron do carry the Bill to the Legtsla- 
tive Counetl, and destre thetr concurrence. 


Osgoode Town- An engrossed Bill to exempt certain Concesstons 
ship Bill. of the Township of Osgoode from the operation of the 


Act theretn menttoned, was read the third time. 

Mr. Malloch moved, seconded by Mr. Seymour, That the Bill do pass, and 
the tittle be, "An Act to exempt certatn Concesstons of the Township of 
Osgoode from the operation of the Act theretn menttoned." 

Mr. Lyon moved, tn amendment, seconded by Mr. Hall, That all the words 
after "That" tn the satd motton be struck out, and the following substituted: 
"the Bill be recomnitted to a Committee of the whole House, on Tuesday next, 
to constder the proprtety of repealing the Act therein menttoned." 

The Questton being put on the motton of amendment, the House divided; 
and the names being called for, they were taken down; as follow:-- 


YEAS. 
Messteurs Bouthtliter, Burritt, Chabot, DeWitt, Drwnmond, Duchesnay, 
Fortter, Fournier, Guillet, Hall, Holmes, Johnson, Lemieux, Lyon, Marguts, 
M'Farland, Mongenats, Morrison, Notman, Richards, Sauvageau, Smith of 


DURHAM, Smtth of WENTWORTH, Taché, Thompson, Wetenhall, and Wtlson.--(27.) 


NAYS. 
Messteurs Badgley, Bell, Cameron, Cayley, Macdonald of GLENGARRY, Mac- 
donald of KINGSTON, Malloch, M'Connell, M'Lean, Seymour, Sherwood of TORONTO, 
Stevenson, and Webster.--(138.) 





So tt was carrted in the Affirmative. 

The Question being then put on the matn motion, as amended, the House 
again divtded; and the names being called for, they were taken down, as tn 
the last preceding dtvtston. 


Ordered, That the Bill to exempt certatn Concesstons of the Townshtp of 


Osgoode from the operation of the Act therein mentioned, be recommnitted 
to a Committee of the whole House, on Tuesday next. 
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Canada Life An engrossed Bill to tncorporate the Canada 
Assurance Life Assurance Company was read the third time. 
Celsec ns Resolved, That the Btll do pass. 


Ordered, That Str Allan N. MacNab do carry the Bill to the Legislative 


Counetl, and destre thetr coneurrence. 


St. seeuits An engrossed Btll to authorize the Rector and 
‘Church Glebe Church Wardens of St. Paul's Church, London, to sell 
BLLLe part of the Glebe, on certain conditions, was read 


the thtrd ttme. 


Resolved, That the Btll do pass, and the Title be "An Act to authorize the 
Rector and Church Wardens of Satnt Paul's Chureh, London, to sell a 
part of the Glebe on certain conditions." 


Ordered, That Mr. Wilson do carry the Bill to the Legtslative Council, 


and destre thetr concurrence. 


Quebec Institut An engrossed Bill to tneorporate the "Institut 
Ganadten Bill. Canadien de Québec," was read the third time. 
Resolved, That the Btll do pass. 


Ordered, That Mr. Chauveau do carry the Btll to the Legislative Counetl, 


and destre their concurrence. 


king's Bench An engrossed Btll to render executory certain 
Judgments Judgments rendered by the late Courts of King's Bench 
BELO eiee: 2 for Lower Canada, was read the thtrd time. 

Resolved, That the Brill do pass. 


Ordered, That Mr. Lemieux do carry the Bill to the Legtslative Counetl, and 
destre thetr concurrence. 


Flour and An engrossed Btll to conttnue and amend the Act 

Meal Brill. for the tnspectton of Flour and Meal, and to provide 
for the tnspection of Oatmeal, was read the third 

time. 

Resolved, That the Btll do pass. 


Ordered, That Mr. Holmes do carry the Bill to the Legislative Council, and 
destre thetr concurrence. 


Pettttons read. Pursuant to the Order of the day, the following 
Petttions were read:-- 


Of the Honorable Barthelemy Joltette, of the Village of Industry, in 
the District of Montreal; praying atd for the Joliette College in that 
Village. 

Of the Municipal Counetl of the County of Yamaska; praytng atid to con- 
struct Bridges over the Rivers Yamaska and St. Francis in that County. 

Of the Wardens and Members of the Muntetpal Council of the District 
of London; praying for certain amendments to the Muntetpal Council Law. 

Of the Muntetpal Counetl of the County of Portneuf; praying for the 
amendment of the Muntetpal Council Law. 
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Of Albert Furniss, on behalf of the City of Toronto Gas Light and Water 
Company; praying ng that the Act petttioned for, to tneorporate another Gas 
Light and Water Company in Toronto, may not be granted. 

Cie Gwwhe Ona and others, of the Dtstrtct of Colborne; praying the 
repeal of the Act 8 Vie. ec. 14, whitch deprives that District of a spring 
term of the Court of Assize, or that other provision be made for the satd 
Dtstrtct tn the premises. 

Of G. F. Orde and others, of the Town of Peterborough; praying for the 
ineorporatton of that Town. 

Of Elias Burnham, Esqutre, and others, barristers and attorneys at law 
of the Town Toum of Petert Peterborough, in the District of Colborne; praying that the 
Act 9 Vie. @ 36, may be so amended as to allow judgments to be entered up 
in the several Districts, tnstead of being sent to the Clerk of the Crown 
at Toronto. 

Of Thomas G Griffith, Lteutenant-Cotonel, late commanding the Loyal Rawdon 
Volunteers; D: praying tndenntftcattion for the loss of hts property destroyed — 
by tncendtaries, while he was absent on duty during the late troubles. 

Of the Rt ight Reverend the Lord Bishop of Montreal; praying for the 
indenmtficatton of those elergymen of the Church of England who have incur- 
red expenses by thetr attendance upon the stek and destitute Emigrants at 
Point St. Charles during the past season. 

Of Louts ts Legendre, Esquire, and others, of the Parish of St. Louis de 
Lotbintére; praytng aid to comp Le te the Bridge over the River Duchéne, and 
to tmprove the two hills on each side thereof. 

Of J. B. Vachon and others, ltcensed Cullers for the Port and District 
of Quebec; praying for certatn amendments to the Act regulating the tnspec- 
tion and measurement of Timber, Masts, Spars, Deals, Staves, and other 
artteles of a ltke nature. 

Of James Shaw and others, of Smith's Falls, in the Townshtp of North 
Eimsley; praying to be tneorporated as the Smith's Falls Road Company. 
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Of H. Lyman and others, of the Townships of Granby, Farnham, and Dun- 
han; praying atd to tmprove the Road from the Village of Granby, in the 
County of Shefford, to Nelsonville, in the County of Mtsstsquot. 

Of the Reverend H. Moreau and others, of St. Martin and other Parishes 
in the County of Terrebonne, and of St. Eustache and other places in the 
County of Two Mountains; praying aid to improve the Road between Lachapelle's 
Bridge over the River Jésus, opposite. to the Village of St. Eustache. 

Of the Reverend H. Moreau and others, of the Parish of St. Eustache; of 
J. B. Meloche and others, of the Parish of St. Augustin; of Hyacinthe St. 
Germain and others, of the Partsh of St. Eustache; and of the Reverend oh. 
Groux and others, of the Parish of St. . Benott; praying indemnification for 
Losses sustained during the troubles of 1837 and 1838. 


On motion of Sir Allan N. Macilab, seconded by the Honorable Mr. Robtin- 








son, 
Two Pettttons Ordered, That the Petition of the Great Western Ratl- 
of the Great road Company, praying the amendment of thetr Char- 
Western Ratlroad ter, by abolishing the Corresponding Committee tn 


Company referred. England, and repealing thetr extraordinary powers; 
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and also, the Petittton of the Great Western Railroad Company, praying for 
Publte Provinetal atd to secure the early completton of that Ratlroad, both 
presented to the House thts day, be now read; and that the Rules of this 
House be suspended as to the satd Pettttons. 

And the Pettttons were read accordingly; and referred to the Standing 
Commtttee on Ratlways and Telegraph Lines. 


Petition of Resolved, That the Petttton of John Ewart and others, 
J. Ewart and of the Ctty of Toronto, be referred to a Select 
others, referred. Committee, composed of the Honorable Mr. Sherwood, 
Mr. Morrison, Mr. Webster, the Honorable Mr. 
Robinson, and the Honorable Mr. Boulton, to examine the contents thereof, 


and to report thereon wtth all conventent speed, by Bill or otherwtse; 
with power to send for persons, papers, and records. 


Petition of A. Resolved, That the Petttton of Ashton Fletcher and 
Fletcher and others, of the Townshtp of Markham and its 
others, referred. vietnity, be referred to a Select Committee, 
composed of Mr. Morrtson, Mr. Notman, Mr. Smith 
of Durham, Mr. _Wetenhall, and Mr. Lyon, to examine the contents thereof, 


and to report thereon wtth all conventent speed, by Bill or otherwise; 
with power to send for persons, papers, and records. 


Cayuga Town- Mr. Thompson, from the Select Committee to whtch 
ship Dtvtston was referred the Petition of the Muntetpal Counctl of 
Bill. the District of Niagara (Diviston of Cayuga,) with 


power to report by Bill or otherwise, presented to 
the House a Bill to divide the Townshtp of Cayuga, in the Distrtet of Nta- 
gara, into two Townships, which was received and read for the first time; 
and ordered to be read a second time, on Monday next. 


Oxford Election. Mr. Chabot, Chatrman of the Select Committee 

appointed to try the merits of the Petttton of Peter 
Carroll, Esquire, a candtdate at the late Electton for the County of Oxford, 
complaining of the undue Electton and Return of the Honorable Franets Htnecks, 
as a Member to represent the satd County in thts present Parliament, 
presented to the House the Final Report of the satd Committee, which was 
again read at the Clerk's table, as followeth:-- 


1. Resolved, That the allegattons contatned in the Petttton of Peter Carroll, 
Esqutre, touching the sufftetency of the declaratton of Qualtftcattion 
produced at the late Eleetton for the County of Oxford on behalf of the 
Honorable Franets Htneks, are not sustatned by evidence adduced before 
thts Committee on the part of Peter Carroll, the satd Petitioner. 

2. Resolved, That the declaratton of Qualtfteatton of the satd Honorable 
Francis Hineks was duly and legally made at the satd Electton for the 
County of Oxford. 

3. Resolved, That the satd Honorable Francis Hineks was duly elected a 
Member to serve tn the present Parliament, and ought to have been 
returned as such by the Returning Offtcer at the said Electton for the 
County of Oxford. 

4, Resolved, That the Petition of Peter Carroll, Esqutre, ts not frivolous 
or vexattous. 

5. Resolved, That the defence by the Honorable Franets Hitneks to the satd 
Petttton, ts not frivolous or vexatious. 
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Cormuall Mr. Dumas, from the Select Committee appointed 
Electton. to try the merits of the Petition complaining of an 


undue Election and Return for the Town of Cormall, 
reported that the Committee met this day at one o'clock, P.M., and having 
watted for one hour, they were unable to proceed to business, in conse- 
quence of the absence of Mr. Duchesnay and Mr. M'Connell, two Members of 
the Committee. 


Ordered, That Mr. Duchesnay and Mr. M'Connell do severally attend in their 
places, in this House, on Monday next. 


Leave of Ordered, That Mr. Thompson* have leave to absent 

Absence. himself from this House, during the remainder of 
the Sesston, on urgent Bustness. 

Norfolk Joint The Honorable Mr. Boulton moved, seconded by Mr. 

Stock Compantes Egan, and the Questton being put, That the Bill to 

BULl. authorize the formation of Jotnt Stock Companies in the 


County of Norfolk, for the construction of Plank or 
Macadamtzed Roads within the said County, be read a second time on Monday 
next. 


MR. H. BOULTON. In making this motion he thought it necessary to 
enter into some explanation of the bill, as it had been lost on preceding 
evenings owing to its not being properly understood. For several sessions 
of Parliament they had been in the habit of passing private bills for the 
construction of plank roads for short distances, and the companies formed 
under these acts had been found very advantageous to the parts of the 
country where they were formed. At the last election he had suggested to 
his constituents the formation of these companies, and in all the townships 
both his friends and his opponents were most anxious that a course of the 
kind which he had now the honour of proposing to the House should be adopted. 
There was no principle of Legislation so valuable as that of allowing people 
to manage their own affairs, to have their own roads, and to mend their own 
ways (a laugh.) In the language of Montesquieu, "that Government is the 
best which governs least and interferes least with the private operations of 
the public at large.'' If this bill passed, plank and macadamized roads 
would be enterprized in ... this manner, the people interested in any con- 
cession road or sideline would join themselves together into joint stock 
companies at no expense, not having to go to the Legislature to get bill 
after bill passed to plank or macadamize that road. It was argued in ob- 
jection that this was taking possession of the public roads and turning 
them into private speculations. He denied it; the object of the company 
would be to plank or macadamize the road--to improve it; and they would 
only be allowed to levy such tolls as would repay them for the capital 
which they had expended. This was a matter of great importance to the 
agricultural districts as the roads, as now existing, were so bad in the 
autumn and winter as to render it difficult to transport the farming pro- 
duce and greatly increase the expense to the farmers of bringing their 
commodities to market. The expense to the persons making these roads would 
be very small; they would be able to take stock and pay for it by their 
labour. One might take four or five shares and engage to break up a cer- 
tain portion of the road; another having a saw mill might take a number of 
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shares and engage to plank a certain portion of the road without laying 
out any money. Hon. gentleman who represented rural constituencies must 
recollect that in affording these facilities to the farmer, they were en- 
abling him to turn his labour into what was better than cash, into stock, 
affording ten or twelve percent profit. These were the advantages to the 
public and the farmer and the people of the country were most anxious to 
see the measure carried out. Hon. gentleman who lived in parts of the 
country where they had no sympathy with this class of the population, must 
recollect that in throwing out this bill they were throwing obstacles in 
the way of the great productive interests of the country: this bill would 
moreover be of advantage to the towns. What caused the value of property 
in Toronto, Kingston, and other large towns to increase? Was it not the 
increased facilities afforded for bringing commodities from the country 

to the market? He hoped that under these circumstances hon. gentleman 
would not object to this bill being read a second time; and it was his 
(Mr. B.'s) intention then to refer it to a Select Committee. The people 
of the country were strongly in favour of this measure: there was no 
measure from which they would derive more advantage than this, which would 
enable the farmers to make their own roads, and to put a small toll upon 
them to pay them for the interest of their money and labour. 4 


MR. ROBINSON thought that before any road now under the contract of the 
Executive Government was put into the hands of a private company, it should 
be submitted to the approval of the Government. 


The motion was not opposed. © 


(63) 
The House divtded; and tt was carrted in the affirmative. 


Ordered, That the Btll be read a second time, on Monday next. 





Western Tele- Mr. Scott of Two Mountains, from the Committee 
graph Company of the whole House on the Btll to tncorporate "The 
BULL: Western Telegraph Company," reported the amendments 


to the Btll; and the amendments, as far as the amnend- 
ment tn Clause 10, line 26, were again read at the Clerk's table, and agreed 
to by the House./ 


MR. H. BOULTON on one of the clauses of the bill being proposed, showed 
that those Telegraph companies were of very great importance to the public-- 
they were becoming almost necessities of life (hear, hear.) He thought, 
therefore, that they ought to be put under some kind of restraint. The 
observation of the hon. member for Simcoe, late of the Board of Works, with 
regard to the plank roads, applied still more strongly to companies of this 
description. There should be some regulation with regard to the charges 
which they might make; there were great complaints from the public press of 
the exorbitant rates which companies imposed. He thought there ought to be 
a clause introduced into the bill submitting the regulation of the rate 
tolls to the Government. 


MR. eee who had the conduct of the bill, explained that there was 
such a clause. 
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Clause 10, line 26, the next amendment, being again read, as followeth:-- 
"Provided always, that the charges shall be so rated as not to pay a divt- 
dend in any year exceeding twelve per cent. on the Capital Stock over and 
above the expenses of carrying on the affatrs of the Company, and keeping 
the Telegraphs and the property of the Company tn repair;" and the Question 
of concurrence being put thereon, the House divided; and it passed in the 
Negative. 

Then the restdue of the satd anendnents betng agatn read, they were 
agreed to by the House. 


Ordered, That the Bill, with the amendments, be engrossed. 


Shtpping of Mr. Lyon, from the Commtttee of the whole House 
Seamen Act. to amend the Act for regulating the shtpping of Sea- 


men, by providing that the fees recetved in virtue 
of the same be funded, and a salary allowed to the Shtpping Master, reported 
a resolutton; whitch was read, as followeth:-- 
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Resolved, That the Act passed tn the last Sesston, tntttuled, "An Act for 
regulating the shipping "of Seamen," should be amended, by providing 
that the fees recetved under the satd Act be funded, and that an annual 
salary of two hundred and fifty pounds currency, be patd to the Shtpptng 
Master, besides his necessary expenses and disbursements. 


The satd Resolutton being read a second time, was agreed to. 


Shipping of Ordered, That the Honorable Mr. Badgley have leave to 
Seamnen Brill. bring tn a Btll to amend the Act for regulating 


the shtpping of Seamen, and to fund the fees 
payable under the satd Act. 
He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the first time. 


Ordered, That the Btll be now read a second time; and that the Rules of 


thts House be suspended as to the same. 
The Bill was accordingly read a second time; and ordered to be engrossed. 


Ordered, That the satd engrossed Bill be now read the third time; and that 
the Rules of this House be suspended as to the same. 
An engrossed Bill to amend the Act for regulating the shtpptng of Sea- 
men, and to fund the fees payable under the satd Act, was read the third 


time. 

Resolved, That the Bill do pass. 

Ordered, That the Honorable Mr. Badgley do carry the Bill to the Legtstla- 
ttve Counetl, and destre thetr concurrence. 


Butter Inspec- Mr. Chauveau, from the Committee of the whole 
ELONIBLLL, House on the Bill to provide for the Inspection of 


Butter in Quebee and Montreal, reported the amend- 
ments to the Bill; and the amendnents were read, and agreed to. 


498 


Ordered, That the Bill, wtth the amendments, be engrossed. 


Kingston Gas Mr. Smith of Frontenac, from. the Committee of the 
Light Company whole House on the Btll to tneorporate "The City of 
BLLt. Kingston Gas Light Company," reported the amendments 


to the Bill; and the anendments were read, and agreed to. 


Ordered, That the Bill, with the amendnents, be engrossed. 


Ordered, That the satd engrossed Bill be now read the third time; and that 


pee eee as 

the Rules of thts House be suspended as to the same. 

An engrossed Bill to incorporate "The City of Kingston Gas Light Company, 
was read the third time. 
Resolved, That the Btil do pass. 


Ordered, That the Honorable Mr. Macdonald do carry the Bill to the Legislative 


pote eae, 
Counetl, and destre their concurrence. 


” 


London Manufac- Mr. Bouthitliter, from the Committee of the whole 
turing Company House on the Bill to ineorporate the London Manufactur- 
BiLls tng Company, reported the amendments to the Bill; and 


the amendnents were read, and agreed to. 
Ordered, That the Bill, with the amendments, be engrossed. 


River Motra Mr. Wilson, from the Committee of the whole House 
Mill Dams Brill. on the Bill to repeal the Act theretn mentioned, and 


to make better provtston for the construction of Aprons 
to Dams upon the Rtver Motra, reported the amendments to the Bill; and the 
amendments were read, and agreed to. 


Ordered, That the Btll, with the anendments, be engrossed. | 


Penttenttary. The Honorable Mr. Boulton presented, pursuant to 
the dtrecttons of an Act of Parltament,--Statement of 
the Aecounts and Affairs of the Provinetal Penttentiary for the year 1847. 


Appendix (S.) For the satd Statement, see Appendtx (S.) 
Land_ Surveyors The Order of the day for the second reading of the 
PiU Cos Bill to repeal the Ordinance theretn menttoned, and 


to make better proviston respecting Land Surveyors 
and the admeasurement of Lands in Lower Canada, being read; 


Ordered, That the satd Order be discharged. 


Eleetton Law The Order of the day for the second reading of the 

BOLL. Btll to amend the Electton Law of thts Provinee, being 
read; 

Ordered, That the said Order be dtscharged. 

Dundas Ineor- The Order of the day for the second reading of the 

poratton Brill. Bill to amend the Act, intttuled, "An Act to tneorporate 


the Town of Dundas," betng read; 
The Btll was accordingly read a second time; and committed to a Committee 
of the whole House. 


Resolved, That this House wtll immediately resolve ttself into the satd Com- 
mittee. 


The House accordingly resolved itself into the Committee. 
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Mr. Smith of Wentworth took the Chatr of the Committee; and after some 
time spent therein, 

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair; 

And Mr. Smith of Wentworth reported, That the Committee had gone 
through the Bill, and made amendments thereunto. 





Ordered, That the Report be now recetved. 


Mr. Smith of Wentworth reported the Bill accordingly; and the amendments 
were read, and agreed to. 


Ordered, That the Btll, with the amendments, be engrossed. 


Canada Marine The Order of the day for the second reading of the 
Assurance Bill to tneorporate the Canada Marine Assurance Company, 
Company Bill. being read; 

Ordered, That the Bill be read a second time, on Monday next. 

Mosa Taxes The Order of the day for the second reading of the 
Colleectton Bill to provtde for the collectton of the Taxes for the 
BecLe year 1845, tn the Townshtp of Mosa, tn the London Dis- 


trict, betng read; 


Ordered, That the Bill be read a second time, on Monday next. 


Consumers Gas The Order of the day for the second reading of 
Company of the Bill to tneorporate "The Consumers' Gas Company 
Toronto Bill. of Toronto," being read; 


The Btll was accordingly read a second time; and committed to a Commit- 
tee of the whole House. 


Resolved, That thts House wtll tmmediately resolve ttself into the satd 


Committee. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the Committee. 

Mr. Cauchon took the Chatr of the Committee; and after some time spent 
theretn, 

Mr. Speaker reswned the Chatr; 

And Mr. Cauchon reported, That the Committee had gone through the Brill, 
and directed him to report the sane, wtthout amendment. 


Ordered, That the Bill be engrossed. 


Montreal Incor- The Order of the day for the House in Committee 
poration Bill. on the Btll to amend the Act 8 Vic. ec. 59, consoltdat- 


ing the provistons of the Ordinance to tneorporate 
the City of Montreal, betng read; 
The House accordingly resolved itself into the satd Committee. 
Mr. Laurin took the Chair of the Comntttee; and after some time spent 
therein, 





(65) 
Mr. Speaker resumed the Chatr; : 
And Mr. Laurin reported, That the Committee had gone through the Bill, 


and made anendnents thereunto. 


Ordered, That the Report be recetved, on Monday next. 
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Then, on motton of Mr. Laurin, seconded by the Honorable Mr. Badgley, 
The House adjourned)? yntil Monday next. 


FOOTNOTES: 18 MARCH 1848. 


The PILOT, 23 March 1848, reported: ''The House proceeded to business 
shortly before four". 

According to PILOT, 23 March 1848, it was Mr. Merritt who was granted 
leave of absence this day. 

The debate on this matter was reported by PILOT, 23 March 1848. GLOBE, 
29 March 1848, noted the dabate. GLOBE reported that Boulton's motion 
"caused a good deal of debating". 

PILOT, 23) March, 1846. 

IBID. 

IBID. 

The debate on this matter was reported by: PILOT, 23 March 1848, and 
PACKET, 31 March 1848, in identical accounts. 

PILOT, 23 March 18468. 

IBID. 

PILOT, 23 March 1848, noted: "at half-past five." 


MONDAY, 20 MARCH 1848. 


(65) 
Bank and Insur- MR. SPEAKER latd before the House, Statements of 
ance Statements. the Affatrs of the Chartered Banks and Insurance 


Offices of the Province, received tn conformity to 
an Order of the House of the 10th tnstant. 


Appendix (T.) For the satd Statements, see Appendix (T.) 
Montreal Mechan- And also, Statement of the Real and Personal 
Les Institute: Estate of the Mechanics' Instttute of Montreal, as 
ted by the Act 8 Vie. ec. 98. 

Appendix (U.) For the satd Statement, see Appendix (U.) 
Pettttons The following Petittons were severally brought 
brought up. up,and latd on the table:-- 

By Mr. Nelson,--The Petitton of J. M. Lamothe, Mayor, on behalf of the 


Municipal Council of the County of Richelieu. 

By the Honorable Mr. Laterriére, —-The Petition of F. Iremblay and 
others, of Bate St. Paul. 

By Mr. Taché,--The Petition of WN. ree and others, of the Partsh of 
Trots Pistoles; and the Petition Cree: S. Damour and others, Pilots for and 
below the Harbour of Quebec. 

By Mr. Thompson,--The Petitton of Richard Martin, Prestdent, and others, 
on behalf of the Agrtcultural Soctety of the County of Haldimand. 

By the Honorable Mr. Badgley,--The Petition of Willian Baker and others, 
Trustees of the Dunham Htgh School; and the Petition of Albert Furniss, on 
behalf of the Toronto Gas Light and Water Company. 

By the Honorable Mr. Sherwood,--the Petition of the Toronto Board of 
Trade. 


On motion of the Honorable Mr. Badgley, seconded by the Honorable Mr. 
Maedonatd, 














Petition of Ordered, That the Petition of Albert Furniss, on 
Toronto Gas behalf of the Toronto Gas Light and Water Company, 
Light and Wa- be now read; and that the Rules of thts House 

ter Company. be suspended as regards the same. 


And the Petttton was read; praying that the Btll now before the House 
for incorporating a new Gas Company tn the City. of Toronto, may be recom- 
mitted, and that the Pettttoner be allowed to appear by Counsel, at the 
bar of the House, to represent the claims, rights, and privileges of the 
Toronto Gas Light and Water Company. 


On motton of the Honorable Mr. Badgley, seconded by Mr. Prince, 


Petition of Ordered, That the Petition of the Toronto Board 
Toronto Board of Trade be now read; and that the Rules of 
of Trade. thts House be suspended as regards the same. 


And the Petition was read; praying that so much of the Provinetal Cus- 
toms Act as tmposes Duttes of Customs on Agricultural Produce imported tnto 
thts Province, be repeated. 
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Ordered, That five hundred coptes of the satd Petition be printed in each 
of the English and French languages, for the use of the Members of 
this House. 


Dundas Incor- An engrossed. Bill to amend the Act, intituled, 
poration Bill. "An Act to tneorporate the Town of Dundas," was 


read the thtrd time. 


Resolved, That the Bill do pass, and the Title be, "An Act to amend the 
Act to tncorporate the Town of Dundas." 


Ordered, That Mr. Wetenhall do carry the Bill to the Legtslative Council, 
and destre thetr coneurrence. 


Western Tele- An engrossed Bill to ineorporate "The Western 
graph Company "Telegraph Company," was read for the third ttme. 
EEC. 





Resolved, That the Bill do pass. 


Ordered, That Mr. Wilson do carry the satd Bill to the Legislative Council, 


Seer ees ee i - 

and destre thetr coneurrence. 
London Manufac- An engrossed Bill to tneorporate the London 
turing Company Manufacturing Company, was read the third time.+ 
Bec. 


Some discussion arose as to the limitation of liability clause in the 
Bill to charter the London Manufacturing Company. 2 


MR. WILSON.--After a good deal of debating Mr. Wilson carried his point. 


(65) 
Resolved, That the Bill do pass. 


Ordered, That Mr. Wilson do carry the Bill to the Legislative Council, 


and destre thetr concurrence. 


River Motra An engrossed Btll to repeal the Act therein 

Mill Dams Brill. menttoned, and to make better provitston for the 
construction of Aprons to Dams upon the River Motra, 

was read the third time. 

Resolved, That the Bill do pass. 


Ordered, That Mr. Flint do carry the Bill to the Legislative Counctl, and 


destre thetr concurrence. 


Butter In- An engrossed Bill to provide for the Inspec- 
spectton Bill. tton of Butter tn Quebec and Montreal, was read 


the third time. 
Mr. Holmes moved, seconded by Mr. Drwnmond,and the Questton being 
put, That the Bill do pass, and the Title be, "An Act to provide for the 
Inspection of Butter in Quebec and_Montreal." 


a 


The House divided; and the names being called for, they were taken down; 


as follow:-- 
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YEAS. 


Messieurs Armstrong, Badgley, Beaubien, Bell, Boulton of NORFOLK, 
Burritt, Cameron, Cayley, Chabot, Christte, Cuthbert, Drwnmond, Egan, 
Flint, Gugy, Hall, Holmes, Jobin, Johnson, Laterriére, Lyon, Macdonald 
of KINGSTON, Str Allan N. MacNab, Malloch, M'Connell, M'Farland, M'Lean, 
Meyers, Mengenats, Morrison, Nelson, Notman, Papineau, Robinson, Sherwood 
of TORONTO, Smith of DURHAM, Smith of FRONTENAC, Smith of WENTWORTH, 
Stevenson, Thompson, Watts, Webster, and Wtilson.--(43.) 


NAYS. 


Messteurs Bouthillter, Cauchon, Fortter, Fournter, Fourgquin, Guillet, 
Laurin, Lemieux, Macdonald of GLENGARRY, Marquis and Taché.--(11.) 
So <tt was resolved in the Afftrmative. 





Ordered, That Mr. Holmes do carry the Bill to the Legislative Council, 
and destre thetr concurrence. 


Consumers An engrossed Bill to ineorporate "The Con- 
Gas_ Company sumers Gas Company of Toronto," was read the 
of Toronto third time. 

Beer Mr. Morrison moved, seconded by the Honor- 


able Mr. Sherwood, That the Bill do pass, and the 
Title be, "An Act to incorporate the Consumers Gas Company of Toronto. "4 


MR. DRUMMOND, on behalf of Mr. Furniss, opposed the motion, and claimed 
that the final passage be postponed until Mr. Furniss was heard at the 
bar by counsel.>2 ((He)) opposed the third reading of this bill ... not as 
the representative of the Government but as member for Shefford. He 
opposed it because it accorded privileges to the new company which had not 
been accorded to the City of Toronto Gas and Water Company, incorporated 
in 1841.6 ((Mr. Furniss)) had greatly benefitted the city at a time when 
nobody else would--that it was hard that his onerous and responsible 
pesca ka ales for the public benefit should be so ill rewarded, and so 
LODt Ne 


(65) 

Mr. Drumnond moved, tn amendment, seconded by Mr. Holmes, That all the 
words after "That" tn the satd Motton, be struck out, and the following 
substituted: "the Btll be recommitted to a Committee of the whole House; 
and that the Toronto Gas Light and Water Company be heard by Counsel, before 
the Committee, against the provistons of the Bill." 


MR. H. SHERWOOD replied to Mr. Drummond’. ((He)) supported the bill, 
which, he said, was anxiously desired by his constituents. The opposition 
to this bill came from those who desired to have a monopoly of the supply 
of gas, in order that they might continue to impose on the inhabitants 
of Toronto by exorbitant charges. 9 


MR. BADGLEY entirely differed with his late Honourable colleague, and 
opposed the passage of the Bill. Montreal influence, versus Toronto. 
Mr. Furniss makes horrible gas--but he resides in Montreal; he poisons the 
people of Toronto with his filthy water, and burns them out from want of 
it--but he is a rich monopolist. 10 
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(66) 
The Question being put on the Motion of amendment, the House divided; 
and tt passed in the Negative. 
The Question being then put on the main Motion, it was resolved in the 
Affirmative, 14 


Ordered, That Mr. Morrison do carry the Bill to the Legislative Council, 
and desire thetr concurrence. 


Pettttons read. Pursuant to the Order of the day, the following 
Pettttons were read:-- 

Of f. J. Forbes and others, of Hawkesbury; praying for the completton 
of the Road from the Ottawa to the St. Lawrence upon the boundary line 
between Upper and Lower Canada. 

Of John Macawley, of Buckingham, in the County of Ottawa, Teacher; 
praying for the passing of an Act to enable the School Teachers in that 
Township to realize the whole anount allowed them by Government. 

Of the City Council of the City of Kingston; praying an amendment to 
thetr Act of Incorporation. 

Of Edmund Deedes and others, of the Coumty of Oxford; setting forth:-- 
That the Pettttoners have learned, with considerable surprise and regret, 
that certain members of the Muntctpal Counetl of the District of Brock have 
forwarded a Memortal,--and a large assembly in the Townshtp of East Oxford 
a Petitton--to Hits Excellency the Governor General, in both of whitch the 
act of the Returning Officer, John G. Vansittart, Esquire, in rejecting 
Mr, Hineks' qualifteation as illegal, is declared to be utterly unjustifiable; 
and that tn the resolutions of the East Oxford meeting his motives of 
actton are interpreted and set forth, and his character maligned, in language 
too gross and vituperative to be repeated to the House: That the Petitioners 
presume not to present to the House any expresston of thetr political 
sentiments, neither do they venture to offer any optnton on the legality of 
the aet of the Returning Officer,--the dectston of this matter the Pettttoners 
can confidently refer to the competent tribunal; nor would they have troubled 
the House on the subject, had not the personal character of the Returning 
Officer been so maligned: That the Pettttoners, however, in the very 
natural apprehension that such assertions tacttly acquiesced in might be 
supposed to have challenged and obtained general credence in the County of 
Oxford, do regard it as their imperative duty to present to the House their 
united, cordial, and unhesitating assurance, that from a long and very 
intimate acquaintance with many of them, and from the publie and acknowledged 
estimate of the character of the satd Returning Officer among them all, the 
Petitioners do solemnly declare their beltef that Mr. Vanstttart ts utterly 
incapable of entertaining such base motives as those tmputed to him in the 
resolutions above alluded to; that hits demeanor, distinguished as it ever 
has been, by impartiality and kindness to all, irrespective of polttical 
opinions, presents to the candid and honorable mind the best proof of his 
own integrity and justice in the discharge of hts publte duttes: That the 
Petitioners beg to press upon the attention of the House the obviously rational 
coneluston, that nothing but a sense of duty could have influenced Mr. 
Vansittart to make the Return he did, inasmuch as considerations of interest 
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whether personal or party, would have suggested to him the expediency of 
a dtrectly contrary course of actton, it betng at that time apparent that 
the majority of the present House would be more favorably inclined towards 
Mr. Hineks than towards Mr. Carroll; and craving the tndulgence of the 
House for thts declaration of thetr sentiments. 

Of James Atchison and others, of the Village of Smith's Falls, in the 
County of Bathurst; praying that. the Act 10 and 11 Vic. cap. 58, defining 
the boundary line of the Townshtps of Montague and Elmstey, may not be 
repealed, as petitioned for. 

Of the Reverend Willtam Bell, A.M., and others, of the District of 
Bathurst; praying the adoption of measures for the suppresston of Drunken- 
ness, and the making and vending of Sptrttuous Ltquors,--and for the regula- 
tion of Temperance Houses or places of a like character. 

Of Jean Bélanger and others, sufferers by the fires in Quebec in the 
year 1845; praying to recetve current money in exchange for the Debentures 
tssued to them, to enable them to rebuild thetr Houses destroyed by those 
fires. 

Of Alexander M. Lockhart and others, of the Townshtp of Sherbrooke For- 
est, tn the District of Ntagara; praying that all that part of the Township 
of Moulton south of the Welland Canal Feeder, and east of Sherbrooke, may 
be annexed to the Township of Sherbrooke Forest,--or otherwise that the satd 
last menttoned Townshtp may remain as at present defined. 

Of Stmeoe Chapman and others, of the County of Welland; praying for the 
construction of an artiftctal Cut from the River Welland to the Ntagara 
River, so as to render the vicinity thereof more healthy. 

Of George S. Tiffany, Esquire, and others, of the District of Gore; 
praying that the extsting law for the preservation of Fish and Fisheries 
may be amended, by tnereasing the penalty for tts vtolattion. 











Petttton of Resolved, That the Petttton of G. F. Orde and others, 
G. F. Orde of the Township of Peterborough, (Act of Incor- 
and others; poratton,) be referred to a Select Committee, 


composed of Mr. Hall, Mr. Wilson, Mr. Notman, 
Mr. Morrison, and Mr. Smith of Durham, to exanine the contents thereof, and 
to report thereon wtth all conventent speed, by Bill or otherwise; wtth 
power to send for persons, papers, and records. 


Of the Col- _ Resolved, That the Petttion of the Muntctpal Coun- 
borne Munt- etl of the District of Colborne, (Land. Tax) 
eipal Council. be referred to a Select Committee, composed of 


Mr. Hall, Mr. Wilson, Mr. Notman, Mr. Morrison, 
and Mr. Smith of Durham, to examine the contents thereof, and to report 
thereon with all conventent speed; with power to send for persons, papers, 
and records. 








Of A. M. Lock- Ordered, That the Petttiton of Alexander M. Lock- 
hart and others; hart and others, of the Township of Sherbrooke 


_ Forest, in the District of Niagara, be refer- 
red to the Select Committee to whtch was referred the Petition of the 
Muntetpal Counetl of the Distrtet of Ntagara (Dockstader Tract.) 
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Of W. Bradley Resolved, That the Petitton of Willian Bradley and 
and others; others, of the Township of Caledonta, itn the 


District of Ottawa, be referred to a Select Com- 
mittee, composed of Mr. Johnson, Mr. Lyon, Mr. Hall, Mr. Bell, and Mr. 
Egan, to examine the contents thereof, and to report thereon wtth all 
conventent speed, by Bill or otherwise; with power to send for persons, 
papers, and records. 


Of the Rev. W. Ordered, That the Petttiton of the Reverend William 
Bell and others Bell, A.M., and others, of the District of 
referred. Bathurst, be referred to the Select Committee 


on Intemperance. 
Ordered, That Mr. Bell be added to the satd Committee. 
Publte Works. Ordered, That five hundred copies of the Report of 
the Commisstoners of Publte Works, for the year 
1847, be printed in each of the Engltsh and French Languages, for the use 
of the Members of thts House. 


bay) 
Cormmatll According to Order, Antoine Juchereau Duchesnay, 
Electton. Esquire, Member for the County of Portneuf, who was 


absent, on Saturday last, from the Select Committee 
appotnted to try the merits of the Petitton complaining of an undue Elec- 
tion and Return for the Town of Cornwall, attended in hts place; and hav- 
tng gtven satisfactory reasons for hts not being present at the meeting 
of the Committee, on that day; and having vertfted the same upon oath; 


Ordered, That Mr. Duchesnay be excused for not attending the Committee 


on Saturday last. 


According to Order, John M'Connell, Esquire, Member for the County 
of Stanstead, who was absent, on Saturday last, from the Select Committee 
appointed to try the merits of the Petition complaining of an undue Elec- 
tion and Return for the Town of Cornwall, attended in his place; and 
having gtven satisfactory reasons for hts not betng present at the meet- 


ing of the Committee, on that day; and having vertfted the same upon oath; 


Ordered, That Mr. M'Connell be excused for not attending the Committee on 
Saturday last. 


Montreal Incor- Mr. Holmes, from the Committee of the whole 
poration Bull. House on the Bill to amend the Act 8 Vic. ec. 59, 


consolidating the provistons of the Ordinance to 
incorporate the City of Montreal, reported the amendments to the Bill; 
and the amendments were read,and agreed to. 


Ordered, That the Bill, with the amendments, be engrossed. 


An engrossed Bill to amend the Act 8 Vic., ec. 59, consolidated the pro- 
vistons of the Ordinance to incorporate the City of Montreal, was read the 
third time. 
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Resolved, That the Bill do pass, and the Title be, "An Act to amend the 
Laws relating to the Incorporation of the City of Montreal." 


Ordered, That Mr. Holmes do carry the Bill to the Legtslative Council, 
and destre their concurrence. 


Supply. The Order of the day for the House tn Commit- 
tee of Supply, being read;12 


MR. H. BOULTON rose and addressing the Speaker, said,--Before you 
leave the chair I think it right to make a few observations on the course 
I intend to take. I do not intend, as I have before said, to divide the 
House or oppose the Administration upon any of the propositions which they 
think it fit.to. bring forward) whichwlecantat yell vapprove wfsebut Tothinkest 
right, in the Legislative proceedings under our new constitution, to 
express my opinion respecting the course which the Administration have 
thought proper to adoptl3 with reference to the intended prorogation of 
Parliament.14 (Hear, hear.) I think, sir, it will be a reproach to 
Responsible Government and do it an injuryl5 ((and)) bring ... ((it)) into 
contemptl6 in the estimation of the public,if it is conceived necessary upon 
every change in the Administration of the Government, that the business 
of the country shall be put a stop to.1l/ 


Loud cries of "Hear, hear," from the Opposition.18 


MR. H. BOULTON ((continued:)) I think that it is an inconvenience 
which the system of Responsible Government does not render necessary. 
(Hear, hear, hear.) If such a course is to be the necessary consequence 
of Responsible Government, I fear it will not be quite as popular as it is 
expected to be. (Hear, hear.)19 He saw no reason why they should not 
pursue the course of British Practice*9 and therefore protested against the 
present action of the House, being drawn into a precedent for the future. 21 
This course shall not be made a precedent of as far as my voice is concerned. 
Parliament is to be prorogued for some time--for what? For the purpose of 
enabling the new Administration to be prepared with their measures.22 He 
would raise his voice against such practice, or any such precedent.23 I do 
not wish to find fault with the new Administration; I should be sorry to 
do it. But I have a high duty to perform, a duty to the country, which I 
am bound to perform fearlessly, and not because I support a particular 
administration to acquiesce without observations in everything which they 
may think proper to do.24 


Hear, hear, from the Opposition. 29 


MR. H. BOULTON ((resumed:)) I think this House ought to be continued 
in the ordinary way, and complete an ordinary session26--not an extraordinary 
one.27 I do not intend to put forward the opinion that the Administration 
should come down at once with all their important measures--I do not say 
that they should have been prepared at the instant of Parliament meeting 
with a bill on the College question,or on any of the great measures which 
the Head of the Administration desires. I think they are quite right in not 
bringing forward any great measures of importance without consulting one 
another, and discussing in the Cabinet the course of procedure they should 
adopt28, for these should not be undertaken hastily29. But it is a very 
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different thing abstaining from bringing forward the large and important 
measures which the country is looking for, and allowing the session to go 
on in the ordinary course and transact the general business of the country 
which wants so much attention30, ((transacting)) such measures as the 
Ministry did not oppose, and ... ((which)) independent members desired to 
SOON a. ((with)).31 (Hear, hear.) 32 This could be done without Ministers 
being responsible33. There are many measures which have been postponed 
during the present session which the Ministry have set their faces against, 
which might have been proceeded with. (Hear, hear.) I speak as an 
independent member of this House, and I hope every other member will be 
equally independent and assert his independence of this or that, or any 
Ministry, and exercise his own judgment. I think, sir, that it is not 
desirable, that it is inconsistent with our constitution34 ((and)) with 

the privileges of Parliament, that every Member of that House should run 

to the Administration with the Bills they desired to introduce, to get 
their consent that such measures should pass. It was inconsistent with 

the independence of Members; it was inconsistent with the constitution35 
that any member of this House, I care not on which side he sits, should be 
regarded36 as opposing a Ministry he had founded,37 as opposing the party 
which he is supposed to support, because he may think proper38 to introduce 
and carry some measures to which the Administration had not given its 
sanction--he did not think members were bound to get the sanction of any 
Administration. 39 (Hear, hear.) I don't think that the measures of this 
House are bound to come from any Administration of any party--I think, sir, 
of course, that the Administration ought to exercise a wise, judicious 

and cautious surveillance over the general business of the country, but 

I think it would be very much trenching on the independence of members of 
Parliament, if, for a moment, it went forth that they could give no 
encouragement to this measure, or discouragement to the other, because it 
had or had not the sanction of the Government. (Hear, hear.) I think, sir, 
that nothing is so conducive to the independence of Parliament and to the 
best interests of the country, as that every member of this House should 

be willing to bring forward measures which he deems necessary, without ever 
consulting the Administration. (Hear, hear.)40 Every member ought to be 
free in fact and feeling; it would add most unduly to the power of the 
Government, if members were bound to ask their consent.41 I am most 
anxious then at this, the first stage of Responsible Government, to enter 
my protest against such principle being, for a moment, entertained by 

any member of this House; therefore, though I do not mean in any way to 
interpose my voice in opposition to those measures the Administration may 
think proper to bring forward to-night, if I can at all concur in them, as 
i have no-«doubt Lishall, yet 1 feel it my duty, as this is the first 
occasion when such a thing has been done, to expressmy decided opinion that 
it is not necessary, that it is inconsistent with the proper working of 
Responsible Government that the course proposed should be adopted.42 


Cheering chiefly from the Opposition benches. 43 


MR. H. BOULTON ((continued:)) It was argued that no member of the 
Administration was in his place on whom responsibility could be fixed.44 
Of course, it was most desirable that Ministers should be in the house during 
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the discussion of important measures, but45 I understand that the election 
for Montreal is to take place on the 25th. 46 


A voice, "no, the 28th.'"47 


MR. H. BOULTON ((continued:)) Well the 28th of this month, so 
that in all probability on the evening of that day the hon. gentleman who 
is understood to be the leader of the Ministry, will be in his place in 
this House48 and ... be ready to conduct the business of the country49 
as it is impossible that under the circumstances there will be any opposi- 
tion to his return.20 The hon. member for Quebec might also be back before 
the end of the month.5l I am merely pointing out that we ought not to 
have a prorogation. I know it will take place, but I am stating my reasons 
why I think the course proposed improper. 2 He hoped hon. Members in 
considering this question, would not be carried away by a desire of not 
opposing the wishes of the Ministers if they thought their intentions 
were wrong.23 My opinion is that the House might have gone on, and ought 
to have gone on in the performance of the ordinary business of the country, 
I don't say the extraordinary business--I don't expect people to do 
impossibilities--I don't expect that the Administration will be prepared 
with every measure of importance to the country, but I think this,54 the 
hon. gentlemen now members of the government, must have had a pretty good 
idea of their position, and ought to have been prepared.2> When persons 
come into office they ought to have, and I have no doubt the present 
Administration have a clear idea of their political principles and views, 
and therefore there is no reason why they should not carry on the ordinary 
business of the country. (Hear, hear.)56 What would be the effect of this 
sudden prorogation? Why the country would have been put to an expense of 
fifty or sixty thousand pounds’ and what good will it be to the country 
except the change of the Administration which the country looked for, and 
which I hope they are satisfied with. With the present Administration 
or a large portion of those in it, I am perfectly satisfied. I think 
that2® most of the present administration were confided in by the country, 
and were expected to be in the Government as a matter of course29; but 
sir, I must say, that, without desiring to make any observation on any 
individual whatever, for I think that men of greater usefulness, versality 
(sic) of talent, and adaptation to their situations, could not have been 
found than those who compose the present Administration, I allude 
especially to the Secretary of the Province and the two Attorney Generals; 
but, I do think that the Administration is too large, (hear, hear,) that 
it ought to consist of seven or eight, or even as low as five Cabinet 
Ministers. (Cheers. ) 60 How many had England to conduct the business of 
her extensive dominions? Thirteen,--and here, in this small country and 
limited population, they had eleven and anticipated twelve.61 I think ... 
that it is more than is expedient. I think seven or eight members enough, 
and I would go even to five. (Hear, hear.) Because the less the 
responsibility is diffused, the more it is felt. Then there are offices 
introduced into the Administration that I think altogether inexpedient. 
I think the Board of Works ought not to form any part of the Administration. 62 
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Cheers from the Opposition. 63 


MR. H. BOULTON ((continued:)) For a variety of reasons.64 First, 
because it could not be kept under proper control. Inter pares est 
equalitas.65 ((The Board of Works)) having an immense expenditure of the 
public money under its control, the other members of the Administration 
cannot find fault with or disapprove of its expenditure with the same 
freedom as if the Commissioner was not one of them and were only their 
servant©®, Then, who ever heard of67 a Cabinet Minister rushing about 
the country to inspect canals and roads?768 (Hear, hear.) 69 He complained 
that it was degrading to the Cabinet to place in it such subordinate 
officers./0 I feel it my duty to state, as a member of this Parliament, 
that I think it wrong to place persons in this Cabinet whose duties are 
totally inconsistent with the situation which they are called to fill./1l 


Loud cheers from the Opposition. /2 


MR. H. BOULTON ((continued:)) For the acts of the Administration, 

he held that the whole were responsible/3. A few nights before, he had 
gone back to the time when the hon. member for Megantic was alone in the 
Cabinet, and had shown that all the hon. gentlemen opposite were/4 
answerable for the acts of the hon. Member for Megantie, committed prior to 
their joining the Ministry of which he formed a part/5 even for what took 
place three years before/6, and this ((was a)) principle of Responsible 
Government.// On the same principle the’8 Commissioners of Public Works 

. would be responsible for the acts of their colleagues;/9 yet how could 
they be so, when one was perhaps on the Welland Canal or the Ottawa, and 
another, perhaps at Gaspé780 They would be ignorant of what their colleagues 
were doing, and could not perform the duty they were appointed for-oL 
They would ask, how they could be responsible, and his only answer must 
be, that they had no business in the Cabinet.82 Besides having control 
of such immense sums of the public money, they ought to be Administrative 
and not Executive officers, or who was to have control over them.83 There 
was another appointment to which he desired to make an allusion, though he 
was sorry, from personal motives of regard to the hon. gentleman who had 
been named, to be obliged to do so.84 The hon. gentlemen opposite did the 
same thing, or perhaps worse, the hon. gentlemen did what I considered 
highly improper,--I did not hesitate to say so,--they appointed85 the 
hon. Peter McGil186, a gentleman who was President of the Bank of Montreal 
to be a member of the Cabinet. I say such an individual has no right to 
be in the Cabinet at all; but I understand within the last few days8/ 
the present Government had chosen for a colleague a gentleman who was in 
the same position.88 Mr. Viger ((has been appointed)) to the office of 
Receiver General, when that gentleman89 is President of a Bank with very 
large stock in it99, the Banque du Peuple91, I say that it is not right92 
to make such appointments. He stood on the floor of that House as an 
independent Member to protect the people; and he asserted that no person 
engaged in commerce93, ((no)) President of a Bank should be a member of any 
Cabinet whatever, Whig, Tory, or any party. (Cheers.) The reasons are 
obvious--because they must know everything about the state of exchange in 
the monetary affairs of the country--they know what money isein the pubite 
treasury, and they ought not to be placed in a situation where they can be 
suspected of putting it in their own way .24 Not that he wished it to be 
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thought he was impugning the probity of any Member of the Administration9); 
he did not believe that the present Receiver Gen. would take any advantage 
of his position96 but they should all be "like Caesar's wife, above 
suspicion.'' He defied any one to point out a single instance in the British 
Cabinet of a Member holding office, and, at the same time, being engaged 

in commerce.97 When Lord Sydenham, then Mr. Poulette (sic) Thompson, was 
about to become President of the Board of Trade in England, not many years 
ago, within the recollection of us all, he was then a merchant concerned 

in large mercantile business both in London and Russia; as soon as he 
thought proper to take office under Lord Grey, I think it was, for the 
first time, what did he do? Did he go into the Board of Trade a trader 
himself, with a full knowledge of the business of the country which he 
might apply to his own private mercantile affairs? No. Immediately on 
being offered the situation he resigned his business, dissolved partnerships 
and from that day to his death was never concerned in any mercantile 
speculation whatever. (Hear, hear.) There are many honourable instances 
of the same thing. The Hon. Edward Ellice had once been in trade, but he 
ceased to be so when he was Secretary of War; and no hon. member of this 
House can give me a solitary instance of a man carrying on business being 

a member of the Cabinet or filling a permanent situation in the Government 
that affords him facilities and advantages which none of his fellow traders 
enjoy, and which gives him an undue preference over every body else. (Cheers.) 
I feel it my duty to make these observations, because I feel it my duty to 
act as an independent member in future98. He had a right to express his 
opinions freely, and he always would do so, whether they affected his 
friends or enemies, 29 and I also think that that man is the best friend 

to an Administration who tells them before it is too late that he does not 
approve of any of their acts.100 In the incipient state of Responsible 
Government, he wished to see established precedents and principles for the 
guidance of the House, that would be applicable to all Administrations. He 
never would concur with any Ministry who, in his opinion, was wrongl0l, it 
don't mean to say that I withdraw my confidence from the leading men in 
that Administration; I do not; I have full confidence that they will do 
what is right; but faith in public men is like religious faith, it is faith 
in things unseen.102 Whenever things were done, and could be seen, then 
confidence gave place to judgment, and the deeds were either approved or 
condemned.103 I believe they are going to do right, but when I see things 
I don't approve of, I shall say so, without regard to any Administration 
that ever did or that ever will sit on the Ministerial Benches of this 
House. 104 


Cheers from the Opposition. 105 


MR. H. BOULTON ((continued:)) I have made these observations, I do not 
desire to embarrass the new Administration,106 but he could not concur with 
them in their desire so suddenly to stop the business of the country; and 
he hoped the House would give expression to that opinion.107 I shall not 
divide the House against them on these points of supply but I felt it right 
at this, the outset of a new political era, when we have reached, as it were, 
the first stage of Responsible Government, to make these remarks, and to 
state what I consider are the great principles which ought to govern the 
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gentlemen coming into office.108 


The hon. gentleman resumed his seat amidst cheering from the independent 
members .109 


MR. CHRISTIE then rose to move an amendment of which he had given 
notice; he quite agreed with what had fallen from the hon. member who had 
just sat down, that the Commissioners of Public Works had no right to a 
seat in the Cabinet or the House, because they were concerned in the 
expenditure of the public money, and would thus have, at the same time, the 
auditing of the public accounts.--They ought to be confined exclusively to 
the duties of their office;119 he also agreed with the hon. member for 
Norfolk as to the Receiver General, though he confessed he entertained a 
high personal respect for that gentleman. But he must also say, what he 
had not heard from the hon. gentlemen on the other side, that he thought 
there were too many lawyers in the Cabinet.1lll (Hear, hear.) They had 
two Attornies General, and two Solicitors General. It might be in the 
recollection of many in the House, that in 1843, when the gentlemen, now 
the Ministers, were about to go out, that it was stated in the House, in 
answer to a motion which he (Mr. C.) had made, that it was their intention 
that in future the Solicitors General should not form a part of the Cabinet, 
and yet now they had the two in. There were many reasons for not admitting 
the Solicitors General to the Cabinet,112 among the rest that while they 
formed part of the Cabinet, there could be no independent law opinions 
from Crown Officers.113 The necessity ((exists)) that the Crown should have 
the opinion of at least one independent lawyer out of the Cabinet.114 At 
present when questions were referred to the Solicitors General, there was 
nothing of that independence in their decision which would attach to those 
given by men wishing for professional reputation, and knowing that their 
judgments would be revised by others. Again, if the Solicitors General were 
in the Cabinet, they must necessarily be engaged in Montreal, while others 
were employed to do their business in Quebec or Toronto. He would appeal 
to the common sense of the house whether a Cabinet of twelve members was 
not more than adequate for the business of115 this thinly populated 
country. 116 In England there were but twelve or thirteen persons in a 
Cabinet that governed one hundred million of subjects; here eleven or 
twelve were required for less than two millions. He moved in amendmentll/, 
seconded by MR. MERRITT118 , a resolution declaring it expedient that the 
offices of thell9 two Solicitors General1l20 and Commissioners of Public 
Work,121 should be non-political, and that they should be withdrawn from 
the political concerns of the Province, and restricted to the business 
of their offices.122 


MR. H. BOULTON, although agreeing with the hon. member for Gaspé, 
could not, as a supporter of the present Administration (Ironical cries of 
"Hear, hear"), vote in their absence for a resolution so completely against 
them as this was.123 If Ministers were in the house, he would vote for 
it124, ((but)) it was neither fair nor just to bring forward this question 
in their absence,125 and he would act unjustly to none.126 


Loud cries of "Hear, hear," from the Opposition benches.127 
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MR. H. BOULTON ... moved,.seconded by DR. NELSON, the "previous 
question."128 


MR. DRUMMOND proposed an amendment129. 


It was (we believe) ultimately agreed that Mr. H. J. Boulton's was the 
correct course to be pursued to get rid of the motion without the House 
expressing any opinions as to its propriety .130 


MR. WATTS urged the withdrawal of the motion of the hon. member for 
Gaspé.13l1 ((He)) was sure the hon. member for Gaspé would do nothing 
unfair; but at the same timel32 he did not think that in the absence of 
the missing Members that such a question should be discussed.133 His 
motion should not have been made till it could be replied to from the 
Treasury Benches. He differed from the hon. member for Norfolk, who had 
complained of the Ministry being too large: why, what did the country1l34 
at largel35 care if the Ministry had two ... threel36 or fourl37 persons, 
more or less in its ranks?138 He ((Mr. Watts)) considered the prorogation 
of Parliament to be perfectly justifiable.139 The hon. member thought the 
house should have been kept together, though he was willing to waive the 
more important measures; why, it was just those important measures that 
the country expected, and if the house were kept together at all, it should 
be to pass these measures.140 It was a waste of the peoples' money to 
stay these passing Petty Bills.141 The hon. member for Norfolk had declared 
he was independent. He was independent in the house and out of it; but 
the country might like to have men there who were as independent in the 
house, though they were not so independent in their private circumstances 
as the honorable member.142 For his own part, as an independent member, 
he intended to give an independent support to the present Administration. 143 
The agriculturists of Canada sent fifty or sixty members. Should they 
not, as farmers, be at liberty to send farmers to represent them? If so, 
then it was worth remarking that no man who lived on his farm, could come 
to Parliament, if it was held in the summer session.144 He argued, that 
to the majority of Members, it would be most inconvenient to continue in 
Session after the opening of the navigation, and that the House owed a debt 
of gratitude to Ministers for deciding that the Legislation should be 
carried on at a period when agriculture and commercial business were at a 
standstil1.145 The country wanted School Bills and Municipal Bills; but 
cared nothing for such insignificant changes as those brought forward by 
the hon. member for Norfolk, relative to the numbers of the Administration. 146 


COL. GUGY thought the hon. member who had just spoken was at least 
consistent. He supported the Ministry, and gave his reasons. Butl47 ((he)) 
could not see exactly the consistency of the hon. member for what had been 
called in that House, he did not exactly know why, "Glorious 0ld Norfolk." 
(Hear, hear, and laughter.)148 


MR. H. BOULTON rose to order: he desired to know whether the hon. 
member had a right to make use of any soubriquet when speaking of members .149 
(Great laughter. )150 


MR. MORIN said, if the word "glorious" related to the person,it was 
not in orderl51. ((But)) the hon. member had applied it to the county; he 
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was therefore in order. (Hear, hear. )152 


COL. GUGY certainly never thought of applying it to the person. 
(Laughter.) As to the place, he would say it was not glorious, if the 
hon. member pleased ,153 He would take the liberty of asking the hon. 
gentleman what he called supporting a ministry?154 


Loud cries of "Hear, hear,'’ from both sides.155 


COL. GUGY ((continued:)) Demonstrating that they were wrong? (Cheer- 
ing.) If any man had ever made an instructive speech in support of any 
proposition before that House, it was the hon. member for Norfolk. (Loud 
cries of "Hear, hear.") He had demonstrated in a most completel56, direct,1°/ 
and thorough manner, he could not say in the most happy or the briefest 
manner, (cheers and laughter,) that the hon. member for Gaspé's proposition 
was constitutional and founded on right and justice; he had anticipated the 
motion and demonstrated its propriety, and yet the hon. member told them 
that he would vote against the proposition. (Hear, hear,)158 


MR. H. BOULTON.--No, I said no such thing.1°? 


COL. GUGY.--Will the hon. gentleman vote for it then? (Hear, hear, and 
laughter. )160 


MR. H. BOULTON desired that the hon. gentleman, if he quoted his words, 
would quote them correctly. He had said that he did not desire at all to 
vote on the question; but that if he was compelled to vote, he would vote 
with him, but that he thought it unfair to move this resolution in the ab- 
sence of the Government.161 ((He had)) only moved the previous question, 
to avoid voting upon ... ((the motion of the hon. member for Gaspé) ) , 162 


COL. GUGY.--The Honble. Member for, not Glorious Old Norfolk, thought 
it unfair to propose the House should vote on the motion; but if it was 
unfair to vote, was it not unfair for the Hon. Member to make speechesl63 
directed to the House and the country ... endeavour((ing)) to destroy the 
confidence of the country in the Ministers by demonstrating that their 
course was wrong and erroneous 7164 


Loud cheers from both sides, 165 


COL. GUGY ((continued:)) That he took to be the logical conclusion to 
be drawn from the speech of the hon. gentleman; he had meant that, or he 
meant nothing. (Renewed pieerineey 166 He ree Gugy) would leave the hon. 
member to choose between the alternatives.1®’ ‘The Hon. Member for Old 
Norfolk (mot Glorious) 168 reminded him of a man in a boat, he pulled one 
way and looked another. (Cheers and laughter.) That was his precise posi- 
tion only his boat had no rudder. (Hear, hear.) 169 But departing from this 
support of the hon. member, which if it were support at all was certainly 
most independent, he would revert to the proposition of the hon. member for 
Gaspé.179 He (Col. G.) could not but express his opinion on the excessive 
number of the Cabinet.1/1 ft had recently been intimated to the Governor 
of Nova Scotia, by the Secretary for the Colonies that three Cabinet Minis- 
ters were sufficient for that Colony. Ten Cabinet Ministers had been suffi- 
cient in Englandl/2 on whose dominion the sun never setsl/3, at a time when 
she carried on wars all over the world--during the brilliantand heroic period 
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of Pitt. In Mr. Fox's Ministry which succeeded eleven persons composed the 
whole Cabinet. At the present moment it was larger; but even yet had only 
sixteen members, while it had to manage the affairs of an empire, while 
there were in England thirty millions of native subjects; and while the 
City of London alone had more inhabitants than all of Canada. Even for 
that Empire with India, Australia, the Cape of Good Hope, and the British 
Possessions in North America, sixteen was an unusual (sic) large number.174 
He thought that to conduct the business of Canada, the number of the 
Administration was unnecessarily larger (sic), especially for a reform 
Ministry, and a reform party.l/5 Corrupt people would certainly entertain 
corrupt opinions of the corruption of others, and without imputing anything 
wrong to the present Government, persons could not help having an idea that 
their union in such considerable numbers might be for reasonsl!/6 they were 
ashamed to ownl// ((and)) which they would not dare show to the public. 

It was demonstrated the other night that, a Committee of twelve might be 
too large for work; but besides this inconvenience it must be remembered 
that twelve was the seventh part of the whole house--certainly a greater 
preponderance in favor of the Ministry than was necessary fer the peace or 
good Government of the country. In a pecuniary point of view, too, he must 
say that such a number was unnecessarily expensive.178 He considered the 
objection to the Sol. Gen. being in the Cabinet most important; nor was the 
objection to the Commissioner of Public Works of less magnitude. They would 
be judges in their own cause; they would sit in judgment on their own Acts. 
They were raised above that responsibility to the public which it was right 
they should possess.179 Those who had any subject to discuss with the Board 
of Works would necessarily find the whole weight of the Ministry opposed 

to them.180 The Hon. Member argued, that while the legal adviser of the 
Administration was attending to his business as a Cabinet Minister, he must 
be neglecting that of his other office, which, in the mean time, must be 
done by a deputy.181 The Solicitors General ought ((therefore)) to be 
excluded ... . It was true a precedent might be cited from the case of the 
late Solicitor General for Canada (West); but that precedent was in his 
opinion one, which would be much more honoured in the breach than in the 
observance. No man could have greater respect for the prerogative than he, 
but that house had certainly full power to advise the Sovereign, and if a 
precedent were demanded, he would show one in which the House of Commons 
declared it inexpedient that there should be any further creation of peers. 
The Crown might sometimes be coerced, and it was quite possible that a 
liberal reform majority who were prepared to support a Ministry of twelve, 
might be equally ready to support one of twenty-four or finally one that 
should include the whole of that side of the house.182 Why should not the 
whole of the majority resolve themselves into Cabinet Ministers? He had 
heard it had been doubted whether the House was competent to entertain the 
question. The House had the right, its exercise would have great moral 
weight.183 If the opinion of the hon. member for Norfolk were that of the 
house, surely there must be some moral power to reduce the number of the 
Cabinet.184 He concurred with ... ((him)) that it was most inexpedient to 
prorogue Parliament in such haste.185 In ten days there would certainly be 
enough of Ministers returned to the house to conduct the business of the 
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country. They were aware that immediately after the meeting of the Legis- 
lature power would be placed in their hands; and they must have been 
prepared for a long time back to come before the country with the measures 
they deemed necessary. Some measures there were not only necessary but 
indispensible (sic). The Bankrupt law affected the whole commercial community, 
and that with a little care might, he thought, be got through. There were 
Railroad Bills186 and many Bills which in the aggregate, were of great 
importance to the country.187 ((There were)) Bills for the promotion of 
private enterprise which he thought it expedient to pass, among others, 

the Portland Railway, which, if Parliament sat a little longer, might 

be brought under its notice, in a shape that might probably induce the 

house to give it their attention, then there were the systems of judicature.-- 
The hon. member for Montreal know (sic) that the system in Canada East was 
anything but satisfactory; and though he knew little about the other section 
of the Province he supposed from the advice of his Excellency that a change 
was necessary there also. There were still two weeks to the period when 
commerce or agriculture required the presence of those who followed these 
pursuits, and in leaving town just at that moment, hon. gentlemen would have 
to travel in the most inconvenient season. These were the reasons why the 
house should apply itself to some of the subjects to which he had alluded, 
and should in committee or otherwise attempt to obtain statistics for future 
legislation.188 He opposed the prorogation of Parliament and hoped the 
House would prevent it.189 . 


MR. CAUCHON remarked that during the evening the hon. member had spoken 
of all sort of things, including a gnat and a poney (sic) (alluding to 
some remarks of the hon. member on a previous motion), and he now wanted to 
know if the affairs of the country were more advanced than they were at the 
beginning of that evening's sitting.190 


MR. H. SHERWOOD thought there was one thing wanting which ought to 
restrain the hon. gentlemen from entering into the wide field for discussion 
which this question afforded191 by the motion for going into committee of 
supplyl92, and that was the presence of the Ministers in the House. (Hear, 
hear.) If they were in a position to take up these several questions and 
enter on them fairly, he could say a great deal upon them, but he thought 
that in justice to those who were compelled by their elections to be absent, 
that these questions affecting them to a certain extent ought not to be 
raised. He felt strongly on the question before the Chair as to the 
Solicitors General sitting in the Cabinet; he had invariably been of opinion 
that neither of the Law Officers ought to hold seats in the Cabinet, that 
they ought to assimilate their practice here to the practice in England, and 
that the Law Officers should be out of the Cabinet, and be in an 
independent position to give their opinions when the Administration required.193 
The Law Officers ought to advise the Government; not to carry on their 
advice in the Government.194 With regard to the constitution of the present 
Cabinet he must say this, that he was very much disappointed in that con- 
stitution. (Hear, hear.) He did feel that while Her Majesty had undoubtedly 
the power to call to her councils who and as many as she pleased, that the 
selection of Clerk of Departments like the Assistant Commissioner of Public 
Works, was degrading the standing of the Government. (Cheers.) He was 
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disappointed at the selection of a person to fill that office. He thought 
the Cabinet had been dishonoured by the appointment of persons of that 
description.195 If hon. members would only look back to the resolutions of 
1841, they would find nothing like it. In those resolutions the heads of 
departments were referred, not to sub-clerks  t& was not prepared by any 
address, or by any other course to circumscribe the power of the Crown as 
to the number of persons who should sit in the Cabinet, but he thought that 
the Crown should select as her advisers persons who would give dignity to 
the Council. But if the advisers of the Crown advised Her Majesty to do 
that which would bring the Government into contempt, they had a right to 
declare their opinion upon it by an address or by any other means. If this 
question had been brought up when the Ministry were in their seats, he 
should, as a slight instalment, support with pleasure the motion of the 
hon. member for Gaspé, but when he saw no one opposite to him prepared to 
rise and defend the actions of the Government in placing these gentlemen 

in the Council, and the reasons why they might be important there, he 

could not support it.197 As to the Solicitors General he owned he expected 
what had been done. The late Ministry had brought the Solicitor General 
(West) into the Cabinet, he supposed for good reasons; but notwithstanding 
that, whenever the question came up, he should be prepared to vote against 
it.198 He did not purpose giving in any vote of censure in the absence of 
Ministers, but had a right to express his sentiments. He would suggest 
that the motion be withdrawn and brought forward at some other time.199 


DR. LATERRIERE spoke in French.200 Etourdi des charges déclamatoires, 
de cette mitraille parlementaire dont on nous fait trembler sans pitié 
depuis deux heures, j'avoue que je n'ai pas l'audace qu'il me faudrait pour 
faire face 4 un tel tintamarre de paroles. Mais enfin, j'ai un devoir 4 
remplir. Si j'ai bien compris cette motion, que propose-t-on 4 la majorité 
de cette chambre? rien de moins qu'une déclaration de non-confidence contre 
le ministére actuel. C'est un piége? voyez de quelle part il nous est 
tendu? c'est a4 ne s'y pas méprendre: c'est nous proposer de renverser 
aujourd'hui les hommes que nous avons élevés hier! Ona dit, et ceux qui 
soutiennent cette formidable motion disent qu'il y a trop d'avocats dans le 
conseil exécutif tel qu'il vient d'étre constitué; que cet arrangement est 
des plus dangereux. On aurait du nous dire au contraire qu'il y en a trop 
dans cette chambre. Ces messieurs, par leurs sophismes, leur stratégie 
d'état et, conséquemment leurs moyens insidieux, embrouillent les choses 
les plus simples, les plus clairvoyants finissent par ne plus se comprendre 
eux-mémes; personnifiant ainsi la confusion de toutes les idées, de toutes 
les langues, nous simples campagnards, qui n'avons que des raisons toutes 
petites a leur donner, jugez, M. l'orateur, quel doit étre notre embarras 
en leur présence? Heureusement 1l'opinion publique vient 4 notre secours. 
La presse, excepté le Herald et le Courier, a approuvé et félicité le pays 
du changement qui vient de s'opérer dans l'organisation au grand complet 
d'un nouveau ministére. Ces antécédents des hommes appelés au pouvoir pour 
manoeuvrer le vaisseau de 1'état, sont des garanties d'un meilleur avenir, 
il faut l'espérer! 

Au moins serait-il juste,puisque ces hommes ont eu le courage de se 
charger d'une aussi grande responsabilité, de ne pas chercher les moyens 
insidieux de contrecarrer, de vouloir faire avorter leurs dispositions, 4 
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moins donc que dans une prochaine session, qui devra décider de leur 
efficacité comme gouvernement responsable, ils auraient donné prise 4 la 
malveillance de ceux qui ne croient point a ce gouvernement responsable. 
Cette tentative n'est point surprenante de la part de 1'hon. membre de 
Gaspé, mais de l'hon. représentant de Sherbrooke, c'est de se mettre en 
contradiction avec son vote de non-confidence contre les ex-ministres, que 
d'agiter une question qui, si elle était emportée, serait le renversement de 
l'idole, d'un pouvoir dont il ne fait point partie, 4 son regret peut-étre. 
Serait-ce bien libéral de notre part, de profiter de ce que ces hommes ne 
sont point 4 leur places, de les attaquer pendant leur absence, leur 
supposer des motifs dans cette nouvelle organisation, qui peut-étre sont 
ceux de 1l'hon. membre pour Sherbrooke, de se créer des resources et de 
s'imposer comme une nécessité pour l'avenir. Mais pour l'amour du pays, 
pour l'amour de la liberté, (images dont il se sert si souvent avec 
habileté) qu'il prenne donc patience? Est-ce bien le moment de commencer 
une telle agitation? va-t-il vouloir préjuger l'opinion publique contre 

des hommes qui ne sont point encore entrés dans l'exercice de leurs 
fonctions responsables? Je le répéte, quelque soit sa puissante parole, 
cette puissance ne triomphera pas, car elle ne fait pas cause commune avec 
la majorité de cette chambre. C'est ce qu'il nous a dit et répété plusieurs 
fois dans le cours de la soirée. Je réduirai cette question, telle que je 
l'entends, 4 sa plus simple expression. La chambre d'assemblée ne pouvant 
point siéger d'une maniére permanente, déléguée, pour ainsi dire, son 
pouvoir a un organe intermédiaire entreelle et l'exécutif. Cet organe est 
appelé le consiel de l'exécutif, composé de tous les grands fonctionaires 
publics. Il me parait juste et conséquemment logique que tous les membres 
de ce conseil, devant leurs attributions respectives, aient voix délibérative; 
autrement, comment pourraient-ils étre solidairement responsables des actes 
de leurs collégues dont ils seraient isolés, écartés? La responsabilité 

ne péserait point sur eux. Quelle serait la garantie de cette chambre? 

Quel compte pourrait-elle demander, d'actes qui ne seraient point les leurs? 
Le conseil exécutif ainsi constitué n'est qu'un comité permanent bien payé 
par cette chambre pour faire et lui rendre compte de ce qu'elle n'est pas 

en mesure de faire elle-méme auprés de l'exécutif. Ne nomme-t-on pas tous 
les jours des comités de 5, 7, 9, ou 11 membres pour entendre et faire ce 
rapport sur des objets moins compliqués que 1l'administration d'un gouvernement? 
Voulait-on que l'administration d'un gouvernement comportat moins de 
responsabilité que la référence d'une requéte pour une élection contestée? 
D'aprés ces raisons, qui me paraissent aussi logiques que celles qui ont 

Sté données en faveur de cette proposition intempestive, je voterai contre.201 


MR. J. S. MACDONALD (Glengarry) addressed the House. He had listened 
with great pleasure to the speech of his hon. friend from Sherbrooke, 
particularly to that portion of it which referred to the speech of his 
hon. friend the member for "Glorious Old Norfolk." (Hear, and laughter.) 
When an hon. member sat on their side of the House, presumed to belong to 
their party, and to support the Administration which they had all along 
supported, and at the same time made a speech calculated to strike a death 
blow to that Administration202, he could with difficulty reconcile ((it)) 
with sincerity. If, said Mr. McDonald, the hon. gentleman is not ready to 
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go with us,203 he thought it better that he should vote against their 
party altogether.204 


Loud cheers from the Ministerial benches.205 


MR. J. S. MACDONALD ((continued:)) and not to affect to be supporting 
a party at a time when he was openly attacking it. (Renewed cheering.) It 
was far better that he should go into opposition, than to return to that 
Side of the House, pretending to support them at a time when he was doing 
all he could to injure them. (Cheers again.)206 I should like to ask if 
the hon. member's speech was not well calculated to destroy that support 
which is so necessary for the Ministry, now when they are about to commence 
the carrying out of Responsible Government?207 The hon. member for 
Sherbrooke had said that it was dangerous to enlarge the number of the 
Executive Council, because they might go on to enlarging it to any number.208 
However dangerous it may be to enlarge the number of the Executive, I 
believe209 that if it had been enlarged to a much greater number, and that 
if certain hon. members had found themselves included in it210, we should 
not have heard the speech of the hon. member for Norfolk211 to-night. 
(Cheers.)212 It is much kinder, and more generous to act as the hon. 
member for Toronto had done, than to attack those who are absent21l3. He 
thought they ought to adopt the views of the hon. member for Toronto and 
not attack those who were not in their places to defend the policy they 
had adopted. (Cheers.) But, whilst he admitted that it was highly 
creditable to the hon. member for Toronto to have made the admission which 
he had done, he (Mr. McDonald) was not prepared to take in silence some 
of the remarks which he had made.--What! were they to be told that the 
Government had been dishonoured by the appointment of the Assistant- 
Commissioner of the Board of Works--a clerk, as he had been pleased to 
call him--to a seat in the Cabinet?214 That hon. member stands in Upper 
Canada in a most enviable position with respect to popularity, such as I 
question much if the hon. member for Toronto will ever attain to215; and 
yet because the hon. member for Toronto had not felt very well disposed for 
a number of years towards the hon. member for Kent, were they to be told 
that that hon. member had dishonoured the Cabinet? Mark his glorious 
victory in the County of Kent--mark his popularity throughout Upper 
Canada--and say was it fair to charge that hon. gentleman with having 
disgraced the ministry by being in the Cabinet? (Cheers.)216 He would 
ask if the late lamented Assistant Commissioner was a clerk? No; he was 
a useful and serviceable individual.217 He ((Mr. MacDonald)) would pledge 
himself that the people of the Province would be prepared to stand by the 
gentleman who had been stigmatized to-night on his elevation to the Cabinet-- 
upon whose standing aspersions had been cast very discreditable to the hon. 
member for Toronto (cheers.)218 Each of the hon. gentlemen at the Board of 
Works would have enough work on his hands, and219 he believed that the 
duties of the two Commissioners of Public Works although in one establishment 
would be quite distinct;--that of Upper Canada would be delegated to the 
care of the Hon. Malcolm Cameron--that of Lower Canada to the Chief 
Commissioner. He should oppose the motion of the hon. member for Gaspé. 
If he had been called upon at the proper time, he might have agreed with the 
hon. member for Toronto that the law officers of the Crown should not be 
in the Cabinet (hear, hear.) He had before expressed his opinion in that 
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House that the Solicitors General ought not to be in the Cabinet. He 

was prepared to maintain it now; and when the time arrived when it should 
be proposed that the Attorney General should be also out of the Cabinet, 
he should be found ready to support it220, but in the infancy of our 
system, I think it necessary that the Government should have the support 
of their legal characters.221 However, it would disgrace the House to 
vote on the question when Ministers were not present to defend themselves. 222 
He would not unnecessarily prolong this debate; he had merely risen to 
defend--feebly as he had done--from the aspersions cast upon him, a highly 
honourable individual, one who enjoyed great confidence with the people of 
this country, and to deny that the country could ever be disgraced by 
having the hon. member for Kent called to a seat in the Cabinet. (Loud 
cheers.) 223 


MR. H. BOULTON (turning to Mr. McDonald) ...224 ((said he)) was 
much amused at the hon. gentleman who had just sat down; he had said that 
he wished that he (Mr. B.) would not "oppose us."--225 "How we ride," as 
a fly said sitting on226 the coach-wheel (much laughter)227. The hon. 
gentleman from Glengarry says--I had better vote against "us", if I do 
not choose to support "us'' with my speeches (laughter.) As if I came down 
here from Canada West to support "us". (laughter.)228 He ((Mr. Boulton)) 
came to this side of the House to support a Reform Government and Reform 
measures229, Those people took a wrong view of the question if they con- 
sidered their allegiance to Ministers was paramount to their duty to their 
constituents.230 I can tell the hon. member that I sit on this side of 
the house to gratify no man in it; so if any one labours under the idea that 
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I am going to support "us", he had better disabuse his mind as quickly as 
possible of that great mistake (renewed laughter.) 231 


Laughter and cheers from the Opposition. 232 


SIR A. MACNAB thought that the hon. member for Glengarry had been 
rather hard upon his hon. friend from Norfolk, for233 if he understood the 
two hon. members for Norfolk and Glengarry, they perfectly agreed in 
opinion. The hon. member for Glengarry said he would vote for excluding 
the Attorney and Solicitor General from the Cabinet, while at the same 
time he charged the other hon. member with uttering sentiments injurious 
to the character of the Ministry.234 


MR. J. S. MACDONALD attempted to explain235. 
But ((he)) was called to order by MR. MORIN. 236 


SIR A. MACNAB ... would not submit to anything disorderly; this was 
not the. proper time for an explanation. Perhaps the hon. member for 
Glengarry might feel the force of what he said--perhaps he might feel that 
whilst he was charging the hon. member for Norfolk with uttering sentiments 
injurious to the Administration, he was doing precisely the same thing 
himself .237 


Cheers from MR. H. BOULTON.238 


SIR A. MACNAB ((continued:)) He understood the hon. gentleman to say 
that he himself would vote to exclude from the Cabinet Council the 
Attornies and Solicitors General (hear, hear.)239 It was entirely a new 
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doctrine, however, to him, that any members owed allegiance240 to one side 
or the other, or24l to any set of gentlemen merely because they. filled 
the seats vacated by the late Ministry. 242 He agreed with the hon. 

member for Norfolk that constituencies sent hon. members to Parliament to 
exercise their own opinions and to act independently.243 He always 
understood that hon. members came down because they were considered by 
their constituents men of some sense and understanding, who had opinions 
of their own, and did not advocate those of other people. The hon. member 
for Glengarry was he understood, a thick and thin supporter of the Ministry; 
but still he supposed the hon. member did not receive his brain from them. 
He (Sir A.) understood the hon. gentleman agreed with them on every thing, 
therefore he voted with them on everything and was right to do so. But 

if he did not agree with them, he (Sir A.) apprehended he would not vote 
with them. He could not vote for the amendment, because it was not 
proposed at a proper time244. He always thought a Cabinet should be 
formed of the most eminent men of the party it represented; he did not 
know if that was the case with the present administration. He was not 
then called upon to express his opinion upon the members which should 

form a ministry. It was not just that at this time the house should do 
so. The late administration consisted of eight, afterwards under peculiar 
circumstances increased to nine. The present administration numbered 
twelve245 while in England there were but sixteen.246 He admitted this 
was not the happiest time to discuss the acts of the ministry, but he 
could not refrain from asking247 if a single instance could be pointed 
((out)) in British history when an hon. member had risen in his place without 
a single minister being present to be responsible for it, and ask for so 
large a supply as £200,000 or £300,000?248 He thought ministers, or some 
of them, should be in their places when supplies were granted. They 

might have been so.249 He thought no harm could have been done, if the 
house had not been called on for this vote till after the return of the 
hon. member for Montreal. At any rate the writs might have been issued 
sooner.250 The hon. member for Montreal could have been there, and the 
hon. Sol. Gen. from Quebec.2>1 He concluded by urging ... ((the)) 
withdrawal ((of the amendment)).252 


MR. J. S. MACDONALD begged to correct the hon. and gallant knight; he 
had not said that he was opposed to the Attornies and Solicitors General 
being now in the Cabinet, he had said that this was a new era, the commence- 
ment of a Government they had never the like of before--Responsible 
Government based on a proper foundation. He contended that he was quite 
as independent in his support of the Administration as any member in the 
House. 253 


MR. CAMERON (Cornwall) was unable to vote for the motion of the hon. 
member for Gasp., because he could not conceive how it could meet with 
the support of the House in the way in which it was drawn up.254 It would 
be committing an act of injustice; although under different circumstances 
it would meet his concurrence.255 It should not be laid down that the house 
could not at any time take up the subject.256 It had been contended that 
the offices of legal advisers of the administration, should not be political 
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or ministerial2>5’7. He was not prepared to vote for this298. He areued 
they ought not to be ministerial, but they ought to be political. 25 He 
thought that they ought to hold seats in that House and go in and out 
with the Administration.260 oR He thought not only that the Solicitors 
General should be non political officers, but even that they should not 
hold seats in the house.261 He should be prepared to vote that the Solic- 
itor Generalships should be abolished altogether, and when the proper time 
arrived he should be prepared to vote for an address to His Excellency for 
that purpose. 262 OR He thought that the better plan would be to have a 
Solicitor General at each end of the Province263, He would have one At- 
torney General in the Province not in the Cabinet, but of the politics 
of the Administration of the day. 264 He would beg his honorable friend 
from Gaspé to withdraw his motion because he felt that the house was not 
in a position to go on with the matter. At the same time he agreed with 
the hon. member for Hamilton, that the house of Commons could furnish no 
example of hon. members being called on to go into a Committee of Supply 
without a7 responsible member of the Government present266 to sanction 
the proceeding. 267 Members on this side of the house had no desire to 
embarrass the Government; they were entitlted to a fair trial. He said 
hon. aioe who acted with him had appealed to the country; they had 
peen208 fairly269 defeated, and would submit with cheerfulness to the 
decision of the pocneae 10 It was not proper or right that they should 
oppose those who had been placed in power, in carrying on the measures 
which they deemed to be for the good of the country. But it was not to 
be said that they were treating them unfairly, when they had placed the 
country in an anomolous (sic) position2/1, it must not be said they were 
doing wrong when they started at being asked for the first time, for 
£200,000, with no one but a kind of accredited agent to sanction the 
demand, and2/2 without having any one there to explain to the House, as 
a Responsible Minister_of the Crown, the views which the Government en- 
tertained. (Cheers.) 273 If evil arose out of the acts of the present 
administration, his side of the house was not responsible.2/4 He hoped 
the resolution would be withdrawn. 7 


MR. DRUMMOND rose amidst cries of 'question.'' Surely hon. members 
would allow him to express his opinion. (hear, hear.) He never spoke for 
the mere sake of making a speech; but when he had a duty to perform, he 
would endeavour to perform it--(hear, hear);--and at the present moment 
he felt that he had a duty to perform, and he was ready to perform it. 
(Cheers.) The conduct upon this occasion of the hon. gentlemen who lately 
occupied the seats about to be filled by the gentlemen last year in opposi- 
tion, was highly creditable to them and deserving of the gratitude of the 
country and of the present Ministry. Opposition came not from them--they 
acknowledged that they had fallen in a fair fight--but it came from the 
disappointed--(cheering)--from those in whom the country had never placed 
any confidence, and from those in whom, unless they changed their course, 
the country never would feel any confidence. (Renewed cheering.) The 
conduct of the hon. gentlemen opposite was highly deserving of the gratitude 
of the country; there was no desire on their part to impede the march of the 
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Government--to throw unnecessary obstructions in the way of Ministers at 

a time when they were not here to speak for themselves. He thought that 
this was not_the time to discuss a question which was one of the highest 
importance. He would, however, say, that in judging of the questions 
brought before the house that Boon it would be proper to take into con- 
sideration the peculiar position 77 of the Province of Canada ... before 
hon. gentlemen undertook to decide what number of officers should advise 
His Excellency.--There was no other country like Canada. Had we an homo- 
geneous population? no; we had two distinct races here; we had one large 
and predominant part of the population, as far as numbers was concerned,-- 
the French race;--and he asked, was it not fair that they should be rep- 
resented in the councils of their Sovereign in this Province? and whether 
the gentlemen competent to represent the Upper were also competent to rep- 
resent the Lower section of this Province? There was then no other colony 
under British Government like this; and, in forming a Cabinet, both sec- 
tions of the Province ought to be taken into consideration. (Cheers.) It 
was strange to see these sticklers for the Prerogative of the Crown coming 
forward some days after a Cabinet had been formed, giving satisfaction 

to the people of Canada, and finding fault, not with the existing Council- 
lors, but with the Representative of the Sovereign, for having called so 
many to his Council, for they must remember that he had a right to call 

to his Council as many as he pleased. 278 The men who were so ready to 
stand by the prerogative, when it was used to trample on the liberties 

of the people, were now most ready to restrain it, when it was exercised 
for liberal purposes.279 Now when the Council had been formed in such 

a Manner as to secure a representation to the people of Lower Canada in 
the Council, the High Prerogatives of the Sovereign were lost sight of, 
and the representative was banned for his conduct. (Cheers.) So much in 
reference to the number of the Cabinet. Now with regard to the particular 
officers, he humbly maintained that there was no department in the country 
which so much required the presence of a representative on the floor of 
this House as the Department of Public Works. (Hear, hear.)?89 Those 

who opposed the present arrangement, were among the first to speak in that 
sense, when it had no other representative than the first Attorney General 
of the late ministry. Did not the house repeatedly see that hon. gentle- 
man attempting to give explanations which were entirely unsatisfactory. 281 
Confusion had frequently arisen from the bungling attempts of other min- 
isters attempting to defend in that house, the acts of a department of 
which they were ignorant - But it was said, and he had been astonished 
to hear the hon. member for Toronto, whose conduct had been so generous 
(hear, hear,) on this occasion, after what he had said, at the opening 

of his speech, declare that the Cabinet had been dishonoured by the intro- 
duction of a certain individual. (Hear, hear, hear.) He thought that 

the honourable member for Glengarry must have misunderstood the hon. mem- 
ber for Toronto; the hon. member could not have meant to cast any ler 
sions on the gentleman in question--283 the Assistant Commissioner. 284 


Hear, hear, 285 certainly not286 | from MR. H. SHERWOOD287, 
MR. DRUMMOND ((continued:)) No, what he meant was that the office was 
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one that should not entitle the holder to a seat in the Cabinet. But288 
he ((Mr. Drummond)) was astonished that the charge of dishonouring the 
country by such appointments should be made, if it was the office and not 
the individual that was complained of, he could not conceive the difference. 
If the country were dishonoured in one case, it was in the other.289 (Hear, 
hear.) He conceived that the hon. member had fallen into an error upon 
this point. Hon. members who occupied seats in the House during the last 
Parliament must recollect that when the new organization of the Board of 
Works was proposed, the hon. member who brought in that bill stated that 
the object of creating two commissioners instead of one was to have a 
commissioner under whose eye the public works of Upper Canada would be 
more particularly laid, and another who would have the more immediate 
surveillance of the works of Lower Canada, and he would ask if the Cabinet 
be dishonoured by having the gentleman who was to have the surveillance 

of Lower Canada in the Cabinet? (Cheers.) Would any gentleman say that 
Lower Canada had a right to have its representative in the Board of Works 
in the Cabinet when Upper Canada had not? No; he felt sure that there was 
no man in the House prepared to make such a proposition. (Cheers.)290 

Both parts of the Province should therefore be represented.291 He had 
given his views on these points as an "independent member";--he would apply 
to himself that epithet so frequently abused, he would be sorry to apply 

it to himself in the sense in which it was applied to some hon. members. 

He trusted his hon. friend from Norfolk would not suppose that he alluded 
to him. No; he conceived that the motives of that hon. gentleman had been 
entirely misconceived and misrepresented by those who accused him of a 
desire to obstruct the Government.292 He believed there was not a more 
independent member than the hon. member for Norfolk293. He (Mr. D.) 
believed that the object he had had in view was to express an honest, 
independent opinion, and not in any way to obstruct the Government294, 

or he would have seconded the motion in amendment.295 (Hear, hear.) The 
hon. member for Toronto seemed to have placed himself somewhat in con- 
tradiction by saying that he always said what he believed to be true, that 
he always expressed his opinion, and had always been of opinion, that the 
Solicitors General should not be in the Council of their Sovereign. The 
hon. member might have determined in time to come, always to express his 
opinion, but during the last eighteen months, the country had been deprived 
of that expression, for the hon. member had sat in the Council of the 
Sovereign in this Province during these eighteen months with the hon. 
member for Cornwall as Solicitor General (cheers); and during the whole of 
that time he did not express his opinion as he said he always had done; for 
if he had he would have resigned his office unless the hon. member for 
Cornwall had resigned his seat in the Cabinet. (Cheers.) He concluded 

by reading the amendment he had intended to propose, had the hon, member 
for Gaspé not consented to withdraw his motion; it was to the effect, that 
in the absence of the Ministers of the Crown, it was alike unjust and 
inexpedient to proceed to the consideration of a question arising out of 
appointment to high office.296 


MR. PAPINEAU addressed the House in English. ... The opinion set forth 
in the proposed amendment,297 qu'on ne puisse exprimer ses opinions, 
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librement dans cette chambre sur les affaires de la Province, en 1'absence 
des ministres298, was unconstitutional and unparliamentary299. Quand 4a 
lui, comme membre indépendant il insiste sur la liberté qu'ont tous et 
chacun les membres de dire leur pensée sur les affaires du pays. La 
prétention contraire ferait supposer que le gouvernement responsable a été 
octroyé, adopté sans que les gens scussent ce qu'il était et le moins du 
monde.300 Ye agreed with the hon. member for Norfolk that the Cabinet, 

as now constituted, was unduly large and numerous301 et en disproportion 
avec le nombre des membres dans cette chambre302, 


Cheers from the Opposition. 303 


MR. PAPINEAU ((continued:)) That as to the selection of persons there 
could be none better chosen in the country; but looking to the responsibility 
of office--to the actual working office--to the useful and constitutional 
government of the country--he thought that there were at least strong 
grounds for the belief that the Cabinet was too numerous (cheers.) He was 
not now opposing the Ministry, but he protested against the House being 
whipped into-two parties--304 one always voting one way, one another.305 
They sought all to be independent members. Lord Sydenham's idea of 
Responsible Government was, that the heads of Departments, the advisers of 
the Crown, should have the control of all the subordinates, who should 
be306 slaves, abject slaves. His system of Responsible Government had 
been accepted, blindly accepted307 by the people of this country and308 
had been blindly acted upon by each and every party309who had since held 
office. In England and other independent countries, the Ministers were 
only responsible for a few measures of great moment, and in which the 
greatest interests were at stake. They allowed the independence of members 
to be respected310. They allow independent members to introduce bills for 
the approbation of Parliament; and a great portion of the business of the 
country is left to the Committees, and other impartial tribunals. The 
idea of ministers originating every measure was absurd.311 No men, or 
no body of men, could take upon themselves the31l2 enormous313 responsibility 
of taking so many and such a variety of questions into consideration314. 

He wished it to be understood that his observations were not to be construed 
into a want of confidence in the intentions of the present administration; 
on the contrary, he had every confidence in them, and he merely desired it 
to be known that their friends considered it their duty to advise them315 
qu'ils avaient tort de proroguer si t6ét la chambre, de ne pas expédier les 
affaires du pays va que la chambre était responsable et pas eux de cela.316 
The hon. member agreed that some measure to increase the representation of 
the country was imperatively demanded; the present number being fixed by a 
Governor and a Council of neuters, whose every act should have been 
protested against as tyrannical and unjustifiable.317 I1 désirait beaucoup 
savoir l'intention du ministére sur cette question de la représentation.318 
When was the census to be completed; it was to be postponed, and why? only to 
delay to (sic) necessary reform in Parliament, of which the census shall be the 
basis; and by management, this measure, so much needed by the country, will 
be postponed for the next four years, in fact, until the present Parliament 
expires. The hon. member contended that to put a stop to all printed bills, 
would inflict as great an injury on the country as the postponement of 


Sa 


resources affecting the great principles of Legislation.319 Le ministére 
aurait dtii garder la chambre en session; c'est d'elle qu'il doit attendre 
des avis charitables. C'est sur elle qu'il doit se reposer. L'honorable 
membre s'étend au long sur les principes de la liberté commerciale, la 
libre navigation du St. Laurent et toutes les améliorations publiques 
possibles.320 ((He)) believed that Canada should have the liberty of 
buying and selling either in the market of Great Britain of the United 
States, whichever answered her purpose best.321 He urged the importance 
of a speedy canal communication between the St. Lawrence and Lake Champlain 
and contended at length for the continuation of the present session.322 

If parliament was prorogued, the hope of a speedy canal communication 
between the St. Lawrence and Lake Champlain would be lost, and no one could 
estimate the injury this would inflict on the country. Let us once have 
good communication and Free Trade, with the U.S., and that magnificent 
country would be to us as if it were ours by right of conquest. The hon. 
gentleman alluded to many important commercial measures, which he thought 
it imperative, should be immediately Legislated on; as well as the con- 
struction of bridges and other improvements .223 Le parti libéral et tout 
le pays attend ces mesures du ministre et il lui semble que les affaires 
ne devaient pas 6tre arrétées en ce moment. I1 est vrai que pour le présent 
le ministére n'a aucun de ses membres en chambre, mais n'est-il pas représenté 
par la majorité qui l'a placé au pouvoir?324 We do not, said the hon. 
member, understand Responsible Government, if we assert these subjects cannot 
be proceeded with, without the concurrence of the ministry. That they 
should have the credit of originating the measures of others, would be 
unjust, and if they insisted on having the right to do so, they would be 
attempting to destroy the independence of Parliament. He would vote that 
the Session be prolonged, but he would also vote the supplies. He would 
not ask Ministers to do what was impracticable, but he would ask them not 
to impede what could be done. If the House would consent to remonstrate 
with them, and if, after that remenstrance (sic), they persisted, the 
responsibility would be theirs. He was sorry to disagree with friends on 
what he considered a solitary error. The hon. Member then discussed the 
passing of the Union Act, which, he said, had been accomplished by fraud, 
violence, and corruption, and had led to similar results.22> Il blame la 
conduite des chefs du parti libéral qui selon lui, avaient pris alors une 
mauvaise route et qui maintenant semblement vouloir empécher la libre 
expression de l'opinion dans la chambre. L'opposition avait belle grace 
l'année derniére d'accuser l'ex-ministére de se cramponner au pouvoir, 
elle qui n'avait pas protesté ni réclamé, quand 1l'acte méme qui avait 
enchatné le peuple, l'autorisait 4 le faire. L'acte d'Union avait créé326 
a rotten borough system, the effect of which was to introduce not a free, 
but a purchasable election. What now decides the votes of the 
Constituencies327 en Haut-Canada?328 Was it not deplorable that Lower 
Canada should be so situated, now she had the protection of the example of 
the United States? The hon. gentleman here pronounced a flaming eulogy 

on the United States, its people, its laws, its financial prosperity, and 
its Republican Government. He then adverted to the Solicitor and Attorney 
General having seats in the Cabinet, of which he disapproved; he contended 
that the Commissioners of Public Works had no right to the Ministry, they 
having the expenditure of so much of the public monies.329 I1 censure la 
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nomination de M. L.M. Viger; comme ce monsieur appartient 4 une institution 
financiére et en est le président330. He censured the appointment of 

Mr. L. M. Viger on the same grounds as he condemned that of Mr. McGill by 
the late Cabinet. It was an indiscretion in both instances33!1, La demande 
des subsides que le ministére faisait aujourd'hui comme il la faisait, était 
sans exemple dans les annales parlementaries332 but still, the present 
Government had his confidence; he daresay he should not be found voting 
against them once in ten times, which case, were the late Ministry in 
office, would be exactly reversed. He concluded by entreating the 
Government333 for the last time334 to reconsider the determination of 
proroguing Parliament, even if they prolonged the sitting for another 
fortnight.335 


MR. CHAUVEAU addressed the House in French.336 mM. 1l'orateur cette 
discussion est la suite et la conséquence d'autres débats. Je crois que 
c'est un devoir pour tous ceux qui ont déja pris une part active a la 
politique du pays de dire franchement leur pensée sur les questions 
importantes que, hors de cette chambre et dans cette chambre, l'honorable 
membre pour le comté de St. Maurice 4 cru devoir évoquer a plusieurs 
reprises. Je ne ferai pas a l'honorable préopinant de ces banales 
protestations de respect, qui ne servent 4 rien et ne signifient rien: 
aprés le role qu'il a joué dans la politique de ce pays, aprés le témoignage 
glorieux que son pays lui a rendu au retour d'un exile de huit années, 
pareilles protestations de ma part seraient parfaitement inutiles. Je me 
bornerai a dire que sur plusieurs points je m'accorde parfaitement avec 
l'hon. membre qui vient de s'asseoir; et j'expliquerai pourquoi je différe 
d'avec lui sur quelques autres points. Je réserverai cependant pour une 
autre occasion, mes opinions sur des questions toutes ministérielles, 
auxquelles ont trait les motions maintenant devant nous, et sur la formation 
du ministére actuel. Ces questions toutes ministérielles et presque 
personnelles pour les ministres, ne doivent point se discuter dans leur 
absence. 

Je regrette vivement avec plusieurs des préopinens que nous soyons forcés 
de voter les subsides sans avoir de ministres responsables au milieu de 
nous: je regrette qu'il n'y ait pas de session a proprement parler, et 
que nous nous soyons réunis ici a grands frais pour faire trés peu de chose 
en vérité; mais je ne crois pas que pour cela, on puisse raisonnablement 
blamer les ministres actuels (écoutez!) La position qu'ils occupent, ils 
ne l'ont pas faite eux-mémes. Ils viennent 4 la suite d'un pouvoir 
corrompu et corrupteur, d'un pouvoir qui n'a gouverné qu'en vue du pouvoir, 
et qui pour s'y maintenir plus longtemps, a mis le désordre partout. Notre 
pays est d'ailleurs un pays exceptionnel sous bien des rapports, et placé 
dans des conditions d'existence sociale et politique encore plus exceptionnelles. 
Dans un pays ou l'opinon publique est sans cesse en émoi, et pour bien dire 
toujours sous les armes, les hommes qui veulent du pouvoir, doivent étre 
préts a s'en servir au moment méme ou ils s'en saisissent. En est-il 
de méme ici? Avons-nous une population homogéne? Un ministére nouveau ne 
contient-il point des élémens divers, des hommes qui ont besoin de rester 
quelque temps ensemble pour s'entendre? N'avons-nous point une contrée 
singuliére, immense en longueur, assez longue pour border huit des états 
de la confédération Américaine, s'étendant méme dans des climats différens; 
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contenant diverses races, des populations diverses d'origine, de langage, 
de religion, de moeurs, de civilisation, d'antécédens politiques; et ne 
faut-il pas un peu de temps pour trouver ce qui convient A tous les 
habitans de cet étrange pays, ot vous trouvez juxtaposés tous les degrés de 
la civilisation depuis le pionier isolé dans la forét, jusqu'a 1'homme 
de la civilisation Européenne la plus raffinée? D'ailleurs les chefs de 
la nouvelle administration auraient-ils ici comme lord John Russell, ou 
Sir Robert Peel, leurs mesures toutes prétes dans leurs potefeuilles 
(sic)? n'y a-t-il pas dans ce ministére des hommes qui ne devaient point 
s'attendre a s'y trouver? (Ecoutez!) Ces hommes ne doivent-ils pas avoir 
le temps de considérer et d'étudier les mesures que leurs collégues ont 
préparées? I1 me parait juste en thése générale que cette chambre ait 
suspendu ses travaux dans l'absence des ministres, et qu'elle ne les 
blame point pour une prorogation que je crois inévitable. Cependant toute 
régle a ses exceptions: dans tout ordre de choses, il y a l'excés, 
l'abus, la caricature, le charlatanisme; cela arrive quand on pousse la 
régle trop loin, quand on ne veut pas admettre les exceptions légitimes. 
Le gouvernement responsable me parait susceptible d'avoir comme tout autre 
ordre de chose ses excés, son charlatanisme, ses caricatures; cela arrive 
lorsqu'on veut rapporter jusqu'au moindres chose a son action. J'étais 
prét 4 voter il y a quelques jours la prise en considération d'un projet 
de loi pour rappeler les lois de banqueroutes. Je croyais et je crois 
encore que j'avais mis le doigt sur une exception. La présence des 
ministres ne me semblait point nécessaire, pour voter ce que les deux 
cotés de la chambre s'accordaient 4 demander, ce qu'on nous représentait 
comme urgent de toutes parts. L'honorable représentant du comté de Rouville 
pour ne pas embarrasser le nouveau ministére, et aussi aprés s'étre 
entendu avec ceux qui l'avaient chargé de cette mesure a retiré son projet 
de loi. Je suis loin de blamer l'honorable membre, je l'approuve au 
contraire. Mais si le commerce qui avait chargé l'honorable membre de 
cette mesure, si l'honorable membre lui-méme eit cru devoir persister: 
j'aurais certainement voté avec lui. I1 y a encore d'autres projets de 
loi propres a remédier a des inconvéniens pratiques, a des contradictions, 
a des difficultés techniques dans les lois existantes, dont j'aurais 
désiré que la chambre s'occupat pour la méme raison. 

Passons a des choses plus graves. L'hon. membre pour le comté de 
St. Maurice blame la politique suivie dans ce pays depuis l'Union. I1 
admet cependant que le pays a protesté contre cet acte arbitraire. I1 
admet surtout que les districts de Québec et de Trois-Riviéres ont fait 
nobelement leur devoir dans cette circonstance. I1 n'ignore pas non 
plus que les mandataires du peuple ont protesté en chambre; qu'ils ont 
enregistré leur protét sur les régistres de cette chambre. Cela fait, 
que veut-il? Que pouvait-on, que devait-on faire de plus? Fallait-il 
toujours protester et ne jamais agir? Fallait-il se croiser les bras, 
se laisser lier les mains, et laisser pousser jusqu'a leur derniére . 
conséquences le mauvais systéme? Ne fallait-il point songer aussi a la 
législation, songer aux choses pratiques? Ne fallait-il pas essayer de- 
reprendre ce qui nous appartenait au moyen de ce qu'on nous avait laissé? 
Certes c'était bien une chose infame, un attentat, un crime politique 
(car il y a ces crimes dans l'ordre politique comme il y en a dans l'ordre 
moral) de la part d'un grand empire, d'une nation riche et puissante, 
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d'aller dire 4 une partie des habitans d'une pauvre petite colonie, perdue 

dans un pauvre coin au bout du monde: vous ne serez plus maitres chez vous, 

vous n'aurez plus de droits politiques; nous allons vous noyer, vous anéantir: 
vous avez bien le sol de vos ancétres; vous avez bien le nombre pour vous; 

mais d'un trait de plume nous allons effacer tout ce qui pour les autres hommes 
est la conséquence de semblables avantages. I1 était juste qu'un cri de détresse, 
qu'une protestation énergique suivit un pareil acte. Mais aprés?... Et ne me 
dites point que nous laissons proscrire nos droits. Les droits des peuples, 

les droits de l'humanité sont imprescriptibles. (Ecoutez!) 

Je ne veux certainement pas étre M. l'orateur, l'homme des idées rétrogrades; 
je ne veux pas @tre non plus l'homme d'un avenir qui exagére; je ne veux point 
blamer ce qui a été fait; mais je veux encore moins m'engager d'avance a4 dire 
que tout ce qui se fera sera bien: homme du présent; avant tout, je dis: res- 
pect au passé, et courage 4a l'avenir. (Trés bien!) 

Le peuple a poussé le cri de la réforme é@lectorale. L'honorable membre 
pour le comté de St. Maurice a éloquemment dévelopé la nécessité de cette réforme. 
Le peuple 1'a demandée, le peuple le demande encore, et je me flatte qu'il la 
demandera jusqu'a ce qu'il l'obtienne. La formation d'un nouveau ministére ne 
doit pas empécher que l'on s'occupe d'une aussi importante question. Plus il 
y a de difficultés, plus on devra insister, plus on devra demander par la voix 
de la presse, et aussi par le moyen de requétes, qui devront couvrir la table 
de cette chambre lors de la prochaine session, ce qui n'est qu'une conséquence 
logique et vigoureuse, un développement indispensable des institutions qu'on 
nous a données. C'est le fonctionnement de ces institutions qui nous a démontré 
d'une maniére pratique la nécessité de cette réforme. Lorsqu'on a vu qu'avec 
les principes méme du gouvernement responsable, il était possible, il était 
loisible 4 un gouverneur, un beau matin, soit par des instructions sacrées, 
soit par un caprice, soit par le résultat d'une intrigue, de renvoyer son 
conseil, d'en former un nouveau 4 sa guise, d'acheter une part de la représenta- 
tion, de se faire une majorité factice, et de gouverner trois ou quatre ans 
contre les voeux bien entendus du peuple; c'est alors qu'on a vu que la réforme 
électorale était indispensable et que sans elle le gouvernement constitutionel 
pouvait devenir une illusion. Quatre années d'un gouvernement détestables, qui 
se trainait misérablement sur une majorité d'une ou deux voix, d'un gouvernement 
qui ne savait point ce qu'il voulait, qui ne savait point ce qu'il fesait; d'un 
gouvernement faible qui fesait méme le mal qu'il ne voulait pas faire: quatre 
années d'un pareil état de choses ont tiré de nos poitrines dans cette chambre 
et de la voix du peuple hors de cette chambre, le cri de la réforme électorale. 
Parce que nous avons aujourd'hui une majorité, je ne crois pas que nous devions 
nous taire. Je ne crois pas que l'opinion publique, parce qu'elle a triomphé, 
doive abdiquer ou mourir le lendemain de son triomphe. (Ecoutez!) Le district 
de Québec et le district des Trois-Riviéres auxquels l'honorable membre a fait 
allusion au sujet de l'Union ont encore dans cette occasion fait noblement leur 
devoir. Ils persévéreront sans aucun doute. 

Je me flatte qu'avec le temps nous obtiendrons d'une administration libérale 
ce que nous avions osé demander 4 une administration ennemie. Je me flatte que 
cette administration libérale s'instruirera de l'opinion publique, ne cherchera 
pas a la comprimer sous prétexte que cela la géne ou l'embarrasse; que cette 
administration libérale ne fera pas comme font souvent les chefs d'un parti 
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populaire victorieux, qui plantent sur la citadelle de 1'ennemi leur drapeau, 
puis se retournent vers ceux qui les ont suivis pour leur crier: Liberté! 
Liberté!.... de ne rien penser, de ne rien dire, de ne rien faire! J'espére 
aussi qu'elle sauraréprimer le zéle indiscret des subalternes et des partisans 
aveugles, qui ne manqueront pas de se scandaliser de 1'indépendance des repré- 
sentants du peuple. Une administration forte et populaire ne doit pas crain- 
dre une opinion publique indépendante; elle doit employer ses forces contre 
ses ennemis et non pas contre ses amis. ? ((He concluded by urging the with- 
drawal of Mr. Christie's motion.))338 


DR. NELSON trusted that the house would allow him to make a few remarks 
upon the present occasion.339 {1 est prét 4 défendre la politique du cabinet. 340 
((He)) said that he had listened with great pleausre to what had been said by 
his young friend341 and fully agreed with him that Ministers ought to have time 
to mature their measures. 342 ((They ought)) not drag their friends the Minis- 
ters before the public at a time when they conceived that they were not prepared 
to meet the country with these measures which were required from them. (Hear, 
hear. ) 343 Time is required for great things, and344 he conceived that those 
who expected all those great radical changes which must be gradually brought 
about, to take place at once345 and those who would drag them forward unprepared 
were346 dans son humble opinion,347 not good citizens; not good politicians; 
not good men.348 we would take that opportunity to say,349 ((that)) he thought 
that the gentlemen opposite had conducted themselves, since they changed sides 
in that House, generally speaking, in a manner which did them infinite honour; 329 
and he was now prepared to say that they were honourable men, although he had 
never thought so before.35l They had refrained from throwing difficulties in 
the way of the Ministry, when they had it in their power to have caused them 
great trouble--the members opposite had acted with forbearance and generosity, 
which showed that they did not wish to give any 322 miserable> 93 factious oppos- 
ition, and which showed that they were actuated by principle. They have said 
that they appealed to the country, and finding that it was against them, 354 
they bore their defeat gracefully;355 they had the generosity to give fair play 
to those who had been chosen to replace them--356 they were not disposed to 
offer any factious opposition to those who have succeeded them.3°/ Their con- 
duct since that defeat would raise not lower, them in the opinion of every 
man of sound understanding, and they deserved the favour and good will of their 
country. But, it had been said, that the Ministry should have been pre- 
pared with measures, as they were aware that they were coming into office, 360 
That was a most extraordinary assertion to be made in this House. How would 
they expect to be in office? 61 How could they know the late Ministry would 
have appealed to the country, at the time that they did?362 Would the hon. 
gentlemen opposite, who had vacated office, have consented to appeal to the 
country had they not expected that the public voice would have been in their 
favour? If they had their appeal thinking that they would have been defeated, 
they would have shown very little judgment--they had not expected the defeat 
they had got, but they had submitted to it gracefully, and he (Dr. N.) doubted 
not that on all great constitutional measures they should be able to unite 
harmoniously. 363 


Ironical cheers from the minority. 364 


DR. NELSON ((continued:)) But how could the present Ministry be prepared 
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with measures when there was no expectation, at least when it was extremely 
doubtful, that they would come into office? (Hear, hear.) And more than 

that, 365 how could the Ministry be expected to bring forward measures until 

they learned something of the real state of the affairs of the country? How 
could they know anything about the real state of the affairs of the country, 
until they came into office?--366 He hoped that things would not be found to 

be in so bad a state as some people anticipated, but still it was the opinion 

of the Ministers that Parliament had better be prorogued, and was it fair to 
force them against their own convictions to continue the session? (Cheers. ) 36/ 
It had been said that there should be no prorogation, for there were only a 

few minor measures to be brought forward. How many of these small measures, 

he would ask, when they had fallen upon the country, might prove injurious to 
it?368 He considered Ministers were pursuing the proper course, and he thought 
himself as independent as any Member in that House. 36 The hon. member for 
Quebec had said that he would support the Ministry, but that he would not be 
their slave; 379 he (Dr. N.) would watch the Ministry, and he trusted other 
members on his side would do so also. They would give the Ministers no slav- 
ish support, but in their turn, they would not seek to make slaves of them. 3/1 
Respectons notre position actuelle et ceux que nous avons placés 4 notre téte 
pour conduire les affaires. Ne perdons pas de vue la lourde responsabilité 

de ceux qui sont maintenant chargés de faire les grandes réformes dont le pays 

a besoin.3/2 They might dissent from them on some measures, but3/73 they had 
confidence in this Ministry, let them and their party go3/4 upon all great 
measures which came before the House, give their support to those men whom they 
had put at their head--whom they had appointed to act for them.37>2 For himself, 
in supporting this Administration, in whom he had full and unbounded confidence, 
he was but complying with the wishes of his constituents, who had pledged him to 
support the party now in power, 3/6 He had wished to know if he would be doing 
his duty in giving them his support; and when he went before his constituents 

at the late election, he put to them the names of three or four leading States- 
men, who, he thought, would probably be at the head of a new Ministry--which, 
from circumstances, he thought would probably be formed. He asked his consti- 
tuents if they had confidence in these men, and they replied that they had--did 
they think they knew the interests of the country, they replied they did--and 
did they wish that he should give them his support, they replied they did.37/7 
L'honorable membre croyait de son devoir de suivre ces instructions de ses élec- 
teurs.378 But altho' he gave them his support, he did not wish to make slaves 
of them--379 he would not be the slave to these gentlemen, but at the same time 
it was not just, it was not fair to thwart them and impeach them on the very 
threshold of their administration.380 Let them recollect that it was the Min- 
istry who had assumed the responsibility of proroguing the Parliament381, 
((Therefore)) the country had reason to expect that when those gentlemen returned 
to the House to meet their friends, their advisers, their supporters, they would 
come with measures well matured, and that they would not come and pass measures 
in hot haste382 that they might be repented of at leisure--383 ((and)) that 
would require endless alterations and amendments , 384 ((and)) which would require 
them to use the pruning knife , 385 a mode of Legislation which had a tendency to 
shake the confidence of the people in their representatives 386, Nothing could 
be more injurious, for if the country required anything, it was perfect legis- 
lation. If there had been much opposition shewn to the Education Act, to the 
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Municipal Act, much of it was to be attributed to the numerous changes which 

had been made in them, year, after year, so that the people now expected a 
yearly change: and some persons had contrived to make political capital by 
saying that, at the next session, they would propose such and such amendments, 28/7 
He hoped he should hear for the future much less about the iniquity of the 
Union, 3 about a Repeal of the Union Act 389 | and other matters which had been 
talked about, which he considered to be "bunkum.'"390 Let them recollect that 
they were Legislators--let them remember the respect which they owed to them- 
selves, to the country, 1 to society3?2 , and to posterity--and let them not 
legislate in a manner which would bring digrace upon themselves. Such members 
had spoken about the necessity of passing measures for increasing the represen- 
tation--measures about the free navigation of the St. Lawrence--about Canals 

and Railroads--and had asserted that persons were anxious to invest their money 
in such undertakings393, He would ask any hon. member was it fair to say that 
they must have a Repeal of the Union, an increase of the representation, the 
freedom of the St. Lawrence, and the opening of a canal between the St. Lawrence 
and Lake Champlain, all at once? Was it possible, was it reasonable? Hon. menm- 
bers were undermining the very foundations of the Ministry they proposed to sup- 
port.39 Did not these measures require to be well considered--did they not 
affect the welfare of the country, and was not much of the distress, which 
lately existed in England, owing to the enormous investments made in Railroads. 
On a dit qu'on voulait empécher la libre opinion des membres de cette chambre 
et cacher la conduite du ministére. >? But he did not want to hide them; he 
wanted the public to see them and to express its opinion about them, to see 
that they were friends of Responsible Government; but he did not wish to har- 
ass them.397 Pourquoi harceler harasser les membres du ministére, surtout 
quand ils ne peuvent se défendre? Est-ce juste et honnéte? The members 
opposite had had their day, they had lately received a lesson3?9 dont ils pro- 
fiteraient sans doute, en suivant la méme conduite généreuse qu'ils avaient 
montré dans cette session.499 He did not like them politically, they were the 
old family compact, but he must say that, since the present session had com- 
menced, the members from Upper Canada had done much credit to themselves; they 
had exhibited much generosity. He had heard a great deal said against the 
Union, and there might be something in what had been said . He doubted not 
that it was brought about in a most unfair manner, that it was carried by vio- 
lence , 402 and badly concocted403 | but it was one thing to talk about the injus- 
tice by which it had been brought about, and farce another to say that it should 
be done away with. Since it had taken place, 04 how was it now to be altered 
for the better.495 we did not see how, if it was done away with, they could 

be transplanted to their former position--406 the thing was impossible49/, Did 
hon. Members fancy they ever had a chance of getting their ee eae again 
from Upper Canada, if they did, they were marvelously deceived. Upper Canada, 
even if willing, could not give back the money which we have spent there. --409 
(rires prolongés410 and cheers.) He was, therefore, in favor of the Union be- 
ing continued, but the last Election had made him still more in favor of the 
Union. When he looked at the men which Upper Canada had sent to that house, 

and when he looked upon the talent which was arrayed on the benches on his 

side, he must say, that he was not so dreadfully afraid of the Union; because 
where they measured their talents they found that they had been able to cope 
with their friends opposite--and there was one thing which the Country had 
gained by the Union, and that was4ll the blessing of412 Responsible Government, 
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which emanated from the resolutions of 1841. Before the Union the poor unfor- 
tunate people of Lower Canada, were thought to be in such an unenlightened state 
that they did not deserve, or indeed that they could not understand, Responsible 
Government, and hence a source of many of the injuries inflicted upon that 
country, but since they had been united with the people of Upper Canada, they 
had obtained the rights which they desired; and he trusted they would be willing 
to fight in defence of these rights--they must have those rights, and they would 
not be contented with the shadow of them,413 ((But))° it was”*folly for hon: 
members to pursue shadows while they possessed the substance. “ Some people 
had said that he had become monstrously loyal of late, and that his present 
sentiments were very different from those he had previously held415, He denied 
this.416 We (Dr. N.) assured them, his sentiments had never changed. 417 All 

he wanted at any time was his rights as a free man418 | he asked for nothing 

more , and having gained these, he was prepared to defend them420 with the 
last drop of his blood.421 He could prove he had not changed.422 When he was 
obliged to leave his country, a number of years ago, he was received most cor- 
dially by the people on the other side of the lines--whose institutions and 
manners he admired, and whose enterprise and prosperity he wondered at423, ((He)) 
was aSked to abjure his country; was offered advantages if he would do so; 42 

it was tendered to him to make him a citizen of the Republic, 425 but no, he 
replied, Canada was his home, British blood was in his veins; he was a dissatis-— 
fied subject, but he was a subject still, and he told his American friends that 
he knew well that the time would come when right would be done, and426 in a 
short time, when a better state of things existed,427 he should return to his 
home with the dignity of a man who had suffered for conscience sake, and the 
privileges of a British subject, which he loved and would defend428, He said 

he admired their institutions in the United States, and how smoothly all went 
on; yet, 429 he might be allowed to reply to the laudations they had heard of 
America and the Americans, that, although all now was rakes not a ripple was 
to be seen on the surface of the tranquil lake; that43 they had learned from 
men that had lived amongst them, that the Government does not always run smoothly, 
and that the stream does become turbid at times; and, though he admired their 
institutions and thought them well calculated to advance the interests of the 
people, it remained to be seen whether, perhaps, that extraordinary prosperity, 
which they give rise to, does not carry with it the seeds of destruction. 

He hoped this would not be the case; he hoped for ages America would continue 

to be the refuge of the exile and the oppressed. #32 He was perfectly happy and 
contented with the Responsible Government they now enjoyed, and, if it was pro- 
perly carried out it would leave them nothing to envy on the other side of the 
line 459, The change which had lately occurred in the house, shewed that they 
had Responsible Government and the excellent man, the able statesman, now at 

the head of the Government has shown that he understands Responsible Govern- 
ment, and that he was activated by honest principles, in the course he has. 
lately pursued. But, although the Ministers were all honorable men, he hoped 
the house would hold them by their principles when they again Soar before them-- 
they had asked for time and he hoped they would give them it.4 3 He concluded ... 
by urging the withdrawal of Mr. Christie's motion. 


MR. H. SHERWOOD said he was not in his place when the hon. member for Glen- 
garry had charged him with having made an attack upon an absent member. (Mr. M. 
Cameron). He wished to disavow having done so, he never would attack any person 
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when absent, he had made no reference to Mr. Cameron's private character 
whatever; all he stated was, that he considered the appointment of a per- 

son holding the office of Assistant Commissioner of Public Works to be a 
member of the Executive Council, took away from the dignity of the Council. 
He (Mr. S.) had always been opposed to the Solicitors General being members 
of the Executive, and when he accepted that office in 1843, it was one of the 
conditions of which he took it that he should not be a member of the Council. 
When he afterwards joined the Ministry, as Attorney General, he found his hon. 
friend for Cornwall, belonging to it; as the hon. member was a member of the 
Executive before he joined it, it was not in his power to prevent his contin- 
uing so, nor did he conceive he had any right to demand that, he should be 
deprived of that office--he therefore denied having been inconsistent; his 
opinion had always been the same, 435 


MR. BADGLEY said they had heard a great deal about whether the house 
should be prorogued or not; but that it did not appear to have entered into 
the head of any person to make a substantial motion, which would have brought 
the matter to a determination by every member voting for or against it. The 
honorable member for Gaspé's motion was withdrawn and the only question before 
them was whether the supplies were to be granted or not. In the question of 
the supplies great scope was allowed, and many had used it to a great extent; 
it was quite right that those gentlemen, the only men who could give the Gov- 
ernor advice as to the course to be pursued, should be in Parliament to express 
their opinion upon measures, and whether the Ministry should be composed of 
eight, nine, or ten members; he Peer it was very properly stated by his 
friends on his side to be entirely a 36 question with which the House had no 
concern, and could not interfere with without encroaching on the prerogative 
of the Crown.437 In England they had not only the heads of the departments, 
but also the Assistants and under Secretaries in the Government--those were 
the men who worked out the details, and if the Ministry found it necessary 
for the good Government of both sections of the Province, that their members 


should be increased, it was, he contended, a matter certainly of prerogative. #38 


MR. WILSON was opposed to the preceding motion, and was also opposed to 
the present one--the Ministry had a right to go on as they pleased until they 
came before the House, and it did not become those who had been fairly beaten, 
to take advantage of their absence to embarrass them. He would oppose every 
attempt to do so; he would try the Ministry by their measures, and would sup- 
port every measure which he considered a good one. He thought it ungenerous 
and unjust to attack them whilst they were absent. 


MR. HOLMES did not often trespass on the House, but he could not upon 
this occasion give a silent vote. He regretted that the circumstances of the 
country were such as to compel the present Administration to defer the consid- 
eration of the various important questions which had been alluded to440 until 
another session; and he thought that the country should know the reasons. 
During the late elections there was much excitement ,441 the attention of the 
public had been drawn to those great measures which it was intimated would be 
carried by the Reform Administration, and they were now looking anxiously to 
that Administration to redeem the promises which they had made at the hustings. 
That there were many and important measures which 2" he had hoped to have seen 
introduced this session was beyond a doubt, and amongst others that of 
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increased representation444 Was GnCLedt cas 5 measure, +4 of the highest impor- 
tance, 446 and which he thought would have been the grand measure of the session; 
and he regretted much that447 the circumstances of the Administration had 
compelled them to defer it. They had had during the present session Responsi- 
ble Government conferred on them for the first time: the Prapcabas of Respon- 
sible Government had been fairly and honestly carried out. 48 They had 
Responsible Government nominally for a number of years, but in whose hands 

had it been placed? into the hands of449 persons avowedly opposed to its prin- 
ciples, and therefore the system of Responsible Government could not be carried 
out honestly and fairly.4°9 In the meantime, they were not secure of their 
liberties, until they put it beyond the power of any Ministry to corrupt this 
House451, It seemed to him to be incumbent on the Administration to bring 
forward a measure that would give the country a good and fair representation, 
such as would put it out of the power of the Government to corrupt this House 
(hear, hear.)452 If they had 160 members in the House they would have the 
country better represented, and they would render it impossible for any Min- 
istry to purchase up a majority. There were other very important measures 
which he was sorry to see deferred--There was the Navigation Laws, and the 
country would regret deeply that they had not been agitated during the present 
session : There was throughout the country an opinion that it was necessary 
for the well-being and the advancement of the interests of this great Province 
that the navigation of the St. Lawrence should be thrown open to the world; 
that was one measure expected by the country at large. Then there were various 
measures of internal improvements--the opening of railways and canals--of great 
importance to the whole Province454, and there was one which had caused great 
attention in Montreal--he referred to the proposed Canal, by which the waters 
of the St. Lawrence would be united with those of Lake Champlain--which would 
increase their trade beyond all calculation, and would enable them to recover 
that portion of it, which had, in some measure, been already diverted from the 
St. Lawrence. It would also, it was expected, furnish them with an up-freight 
to Upper Canada, which would be one of the greatest boons they could offer 

to the country, as it would enable them to lower the downward freight, to a 
lower rate than the Americans could bring down produce for,--And the peous 
will ask why this455 ((and)) why the ((other)) great measures had not4°6 been 
brought forward, and will naturally blame the Ministry for having delayed 

it. What, then, is the reason that they have been obliged to close?45/7 It 
was because the finances of the country were found to be in a most extraordi- 
nary458 ((and)) deplorable state, from the neglect and mismanagement of the 
late Ministry,4 (hear, hear), so as to render it utterly impossible that 

the present Administration should take the responsibility of going into matters 
which might greatly involve the Province. It was absolutely necessary to 
defer the consideration of the matter#6l, He thought therefore that it was 
proper that those gentlemen who now composed the Administration should be 
exempted from the charges brought against them of neglect in bringing forward 
those measures--of neglect which arose solely from their total inability to 
carry on these in the wretched state in which the finances of the country were 
placed (cheers.) He should oppose the amendment.462 


MR. RICHARDS was much obliged to the hon. member for St. Maurice for 
addressing the House in English, as it enabled him (Mr. R.) to form a correct 
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opinion of what he had said. Entertaining, as he did, a high respect for 
the constitutional learning and political knowledge of the hon. gentleman, 

he must confess that he thought that upon this occasion the hon. gentleman 
had not done justice to those who would ere long take their seats on the 
Ministerial benches, and whom he professed to desire to support (hear, hear.) 
He thought that after the emphatic manner in which the House had declared 

its confidence in the gentlemen called to seats in the Executive Council of 
this Province, they ought at least to trust them sufficiently, to give them 
such confidence as would enable them to carry on the Government of the 
country (hear, hear.) It seemed to him exceedingly hard for hon. gentlemen 
who had never been in a situation to assume the responsibility of Government, 
to get up and say, that in their opinion such and such things might be done. 
It was very well for hon. gentlemen to point out that this course ought to 
be pursued, or that course, but let an hon. gentleman once take upon himself 
the responsibility which the hon. gentleman opposite had done, and then they 
would see that there were circumstances in which it was necessary that the 
Government should have the confidence of the House, and that it was necessary 
for their friends to endeavour to accord them that confidence. 463 


Cheers from both sides464, 


MR. RICHARDS ((continued:)) For one he (Mr. Richards) was perfectly 
willing to give those gentlemen his "confidence", because he believed that, 46> 
they were activated by patriotic motives, and466 individually or collectively, 
they were desirous of advancing the interests of Canada (cheers.) Such being 
the case, he believed that the great majority of the people were willing that 
they should take upon themselves the Government of the country, and prepare 
such measures as they might think desirable for the welfare of the country 
(cheers) . 467 They had to take the responsibility of proroguing the House , 468 
and when they at the next session of the Legislature to expose to the country 
what measures they thought necessary, then gentlemen on all sides of the 
House might put such questions, and demand such explanations as they desired; 
and if they thought that these explanations were not satisfactory, and that 
these gentlemen ought not to have the confidence of the country, they could 
then turn them out of office469, If it was shown that they had wasted their 
time, he for one would vote against them 470 but till he had given them a 
trial471 he was willing to support them. 72 He would not oppose them (loud 
cheers)--This friendly advice, coming from gentlemen who had not assumed the 
responsibility of office, might be very well meant; but he thought that it 
ought to be withheld (cheers.) An hon. gentleman had said that he could not 
see why the Government should come and demand such an extraordinarily large 
sum as this (hear, hear.) He (Mr. R.) thought that if hon. members would 
look to the statement made by the finances of the country, they would find 
that this large demand was made in consequence of debts becoming due which 
the public faithrequired should at once be settled (hear, hear.) Hon. gentle- 
men could not be expected to take possession of the public departments of a 
vast country like this, and immediately, by a species of legerdemain, become 
aware of everything that was in them.4/3 The Ministry ... required time, 
which must be afforded to them, to allow them to_become acquainted with 
the state of the departments, and to allow them?/4 an opportunity of consult- 
ing together: and then they could come down with measures complete in their 
character, and that it would not be necessary to amend, year after year, to 
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make them perfect (cheers.)*/° They required nothing more in Canada than 
perfect legislation. 4/6 Another hon. gentleman had remarked on the larger 
number of the Executive Councillors. The arguments advanced from this side 
of the House had been extremely satisfactory to him (Mr. Reyedd Lord Grey, 
in a despatch to the Governor of Nova Scotia, stated that, he thought, four 
or five were enough to form an Executive Council for the Government of that 
country; but the Governor thought it was advisable to have nine ... if Nova 
Scotia requires nine, surely twelve or even thirteen, were not too many for 
Canada. If these gentlemen think the Ministry have done wrong, allow the 
House to be prorogued, and, when the Ministers come down next Session, then 
attack them, when they will be able to answer for themselves. 478 He believed 
that when these gentlemen were in their places, they would be ready to satis- 
fy the House and the country, and be prepared to stand the complaints of 
their friends and the attacks of their enemies; for his own part, if he 
thought they were wrong he would vote against them--if he thought they were 
wrong he would not support them, but at least he would be willing to trust 
them for a time (hear, hear.) § He could not see the propriety of members 
talking against the Ministry and voting with them. He was a young member of 
the House, and it was, perhaps, because it was so he trusted them. He 
asked for them what was required by every one in business--that the person 
who employed him should put confidence in him until he proved himself to be 
unworthy of it. He asked hon. gentlemen to give the Ministry their confid- 
ence till they proved themselves to be unworthy of it (cheers.)481 When they 
lost confidence in them, then let them turn them out. 482 


M. CAUCHON.--M. l'Orateur, 4 cette heure avancée de la nuit, je ne me 
serais pas levé si je ne sentais que j'ai un devoir a remplir. Je ne par- 
lerai pas longtemps. Quelqu'un a dit qu'il prétendait conserver dans cette 
chambre son libre arbitre et l'indépendance de ses opinions, moi aussi je 
veux 6tre indépendant et je dirai des vérités que je crois utiles. 

On a dit d'abord qu'il n'y avait pas d'exemple en Angleterre qu'on ait 
demandé des subsides lorsque l'exécutif n'était pas dans la chambre pour 
répondre et pour porter la responsabilité d'un pareil vote. Je demanderai 
a ceux qui ont de pareilles prétensions si l'histoire d'Angleterre depuis 
la révolution de 1688 fournit un seul fait comparable 4 notre situation, et 
si jamais un ministére a été directement défait A la suite d'un appel au 
peuple, et si un vote de la chambre y a constitué un ministére nouveau 
spontanément et au commencement d'une session. Mais il y a quelque chose 
de plus pour nous que les précédents, du parlement impérial, il y a nos 
propres précédents, il y a notre histoire parlementaire. En 1843, aprés la 
résignation du ministére LaFontaine-Baldwin, il n'y avait plus qu'un seul 
ministre dans la chambre, M. Daly, et M. Daly était malade, de sorte que ce 
fut M. John Neilson, qui maintenant n'est plus, qui proposa le vote des 
subsides. Personne alors de ceux qui siégeaient 4 gauche n'osa affirmer 
qu'il était inconstitutionel de voter des subsides quand il n'y avait pas 
de ministres dans la chambre. D'ailleurs est-ce qu'a une prochaine session 
nous n'aurons pas moyen d'atteindre ceux que nous venons de placer dans les 
conseil du Souverain? 

Maintenant je dois dire sans hésitation ce que je pense de la conduite 
de l'honorable membre pour le comté de Saint-Maurice. Je dis que son oppo- 
sition systématique au ministére qu'il nous a aidé 4 créer, lorsqu'il affirme 
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qu'il a confiance dans les hommes qui le composent et qu'il est disposé 

a laisser essayer le systéme actuel sous de pareilles conditions; qu'une 
pareille opposition, que de pareilles exigences, ne sont ni loyales ni 
généreuses, surtout lorsque les bouches éloquentes qui pourraient lui 
répondre ne peuvent pas se faire entendre dans cette enceinte. J'ai beau- 
coup admiré ses brilantes harangues, mais je ne les admire plus parce qu'- 
elles ne conduisent 4 rien. Je ne puis flétrir la politique du passé, 
parce que les hommes qui l'ont faite étaient consciencieux, mais j'ai 
droit de la considérer comme une lecon d'expérience et de la condamner 
parce qu'elle s'est suicidée a force d'@étre excessive. A quoi nous ont 
servi les 50 années de luttes de l'ancien régime, si ce n'est a produire 
l'état de choses actuel et les iniquités de l'Union? Il y a des hommes 
puissants a détruire, mais qui n'ont jamais rien élevé sur les ruines 
qu'ills ont faites. Avant que de consentir 4 détruire, je veux connaitre 
ce qui doit remplacer nos éléments actuels de société politique. Voila 
pas moins de cinq longs discours pour dire qu'il faut un élargissement de 
la représentation, une réforme électorale, le libre @échange et la liberté 
de la navigation, et mille autres réformes également importantes; qu'est-il 
donc besoin de remonter 4 la création et au déluge et d'exhumer toutes les 
iniquités du genre humain, pour en venir 4 voter les subsides dont le pays 
a besoin et que vous demande sur sa responsabilité un ministére dans lequel 
vous venez de placer si largement votre confiance? 

Je sais que ceux qui, dans tous les temps, ont crié aux abus et 4 
L'injustice, ont été populaires momentanément au moins. Mais il y a quel- 
que chose de plus pour le législateur que de crier aux injustices du passé, 
il y a les besoins de l'avenir, la surveillance et la sauve-garde des des- 
tinées sociales et politiques qui nous sont confiées. Nous avons quelque 
chose de plus a faire que de parler pour les galeries; je maintiens moi 
qu'au lieu de crier contre ce qui n'est plus, nous devons nous efforcer de 
sauver l'avenir contre son gré méme s'il est nécessaire. Que veut l'honor- 
able membre pour le comté de St. Maurice, que veut-il des hommes qu'il 
vient de placer au pouvoir? Il veut de suite des réformes qui demandent 
le travail de plusieurs hommes et de plusieurs années. Je le lui demande 
a lui-méme, que ferait-il 4 l'égard de toutes ces réformes s'il se trouvait 
tout a coup a la place du ministére actuel. Serait-il prét de suite avec 
autant de mesures d'une pareille portée? Je dis a 1l'honorable membre pour 
le comté de St. Maurice, que nous, hommes du Bas-Canada, ne pouvons consentir 
a nous diviser pour aucune considération au monde, la division pour nous est 
un suicide, et une funeste et récente expérience devait lui faire comprendre 
que ses exigences injustes et ses oraisons n'auront pas d'écho dans la popu- 
lation qui a le sentiment, l'instinct de sa conservation propre. D'ailleurs 
il n'a pas l'initiative de toutes les réformes qu'il suggére. La chambre a 
exprimée (sic) l'année derniére par sa résolution unanime son désir d'obtenir 
la liberté du commerce comme beaucoup d'autres réformes, +83 


MR. CHRISTIE withdrew his motion.484 


(67) 
The House accordingly resolved itself into the satd Committee. 
Mr. Webster took the chatr of the Committee; 


Two resolutions--the first granting £125,000 to defray expenditure on 
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public works, and the second granting £140,000 to defray expenses of Govern- 
ment for 1848, were passed without any discussion y 


It... ((was)) understood that ... ((discussion)) should take place 
when the question of concurrence was put to the resolutions to-morrow. 
(67) 


and after some ttme spent theretn, 

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chatr; 

And Mr. Webster reported that the Committee had come to several Resolu- 
tions. 


Ordered, That the Report be recetved to-morrow. 


Pasties pstiaienlai ber 

On motion of Mr. Macdonald of Glengarry, seconded by Mr. Richards, 
Stormont Ordered, That the Petitioners itn the matter of the 
Eleetton. Controverted Electton for the County of Stormont, 


have leave to add the following names to the Ltst 
of Witnesses handed in, tn their behalf, at the striking of the Committee, 
VUE. in= 
Hugh Richardson, Esqutre, of Montreal. 
The Honorable John Htllyard Cameron, Member for Cornwall. 


On motton of Mr. Notman, seconded by Mr. Watts, 


Oxford Writ. Ordered, That Mr. Speaker do issue his Warrant to the 
Clerk of the Crown tn Chancery, to make out a new 
Writ for the Electton of one Member to serve tn the present Provinetal Parlia- 
ment for the County of Oxford, in the room and place of the Honorable Francis 
Hineks, Esquire, who, stnce the last general Election, hath accepted the 
Offtee of Her Majesty's Inspector General of Publte Accounts for thts Provinee. 


On motton of Mr. Macdonald of Glengarry, seconded by Mr. Richards, 


Prescott Electton. Ordered, That the Petition of Willtam Kenneth M'Kenate, 
of L'Orignal, tn the County of Prescott, Esqutre, 
complaining of the undue Election and Return of Thomas Hall Johnson, Esquire, 
as a Member to represent the County of Prescott in thts present Parltament, 
be taken tnto constderatton by this House, on Friday, the twenty-fourth day of 
March instant, at the hour of four o'clock, P.M.; and that notice to that 
effect, in writing, be forthwtth gtven by Mr. Speaker to the Pettttoner, 
hts consel, or agent, and to the sitting Member, according to the provtstons 
of the second clause of an Act passed by the Parliament of Upper Canada, 
during the fourth year of the Retgn of His late Majesty George the Fourth, 
chapter four. 


Orders of the Day. Mr. Laurin moved, seconded by Mr. M'Connell, and 
the Question being put, That the rematning Orders of 
the day be postponed until to-morrow. 


The House divided; and tt passed in the Negative. 
On motton of Mr. Drummond, seconded by Sir Allan N. MacNab, 


Three Rivers writ. Ordered, That Mr. Speaker do issue his Warrant to the 
Clerk of the Crown tn Chancery, to make out a new 
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Wrtt for the Electton of one Member to serve in thts present Provinetal 
Parltanent for the Town of Three Rivers,--the Returning Offteer for the 
said Town not having returned any Member to serve in the said Parltament 


for the satd Town. 


Exptring Laws' The Order of the day for the House tn Committee 
Bere. on the Bill to continue for a limited time certain 


Aets therein menttoned, being read; 
The House accordingly resolved ttself into the satd Committee. 
Mr. Richards took the Chair of the Committee;48/ 


MR. DEWITT consented to withdraw his opposition to the extension of the 
Bankrupt Act, on the understanding that the Government intended to give their 
earliest attention to the subject. 488 


MR. J. SCOTT (Bytown), and MR. MCCONNELL, ((made a few remarks)) against 
the law, and ... ((declared)) that they only voted for the Bill, because the 
ministry had given them most positive assurance that it would be amended 
next session. 489 


(B72) 
and after some time spent theretn, 
Mr. Speaker resumed the Chatr; 
And Mr. Richards reported, That the Committee had gone through the Bill, 
and made amendments thereunto. 


Ordered, That the Report be now received. 


Mr. Richards reported the Btll aecordingly; and the amendments were 
read, and agreed to. 


Ordered, That the Bill, wtth the amendments, be engrossed. 


Orders deferred. Ordered, That the remaining Orders of the day be post- 
poned unttl to-morrow. 


Then, on motton of the Honorable Mr. Boulton, seconded by Mr. Notman, 
The House adjourned. 


APPENDIX: 20 MARCH 1848. 


((QUESTION AND ANSWER RE: DATE OF PROROGATION.))490 


MR. H. SHERWOOD (Toronto) inquired of the incarnation of the Government 
whether he could give any more definite information as regarded the time 
at which it was intended to prorogue Parliament? Hon. members were appre- 
hensive of some difficulty in reaching their homes on account of the 
weather, and some had already left, anticipating a speedy termination of the 
session. (Hear, hear.)491 


MR. DRUMMOND replied that it would depend a great deal on the length 
of the speeches made on the other side of the House. (Hear, hear.) He had 
already stated to the House that Parliament would be prorogued as soon as 
the supplies could be granted and the expiring laws extended. Of course it 
was not within the limits of human knowledge to foresee to what length debates 
might be protracted in this House, (hear, hear,) especially when they saw hon. 
members getting up with motions, and when they were perfectly satisfied that 
the object of the motion would be granted, continuing to address the House 
for hours. (Loud cries of "Hear, hear.") The length of the session would 
entirely depend on the length of the speeches made by gentlemen on all sides 
of the House, but theymight rely upon it, that Parliament would be prorogued 
as soon as the supplies had been voted and the expiring laws extended. 
(Cheers. )492 


MR. H. SHERWOOD asked the hon. member to name a definite day for the 
prorogation, as then hon. members might be induced to be brief in their 
speeches. 493 


MR. DRUMMOND replied, that the House should be prorogued on Thursday, 
provided these measures passed. 


((WITHDRAWN MOTION FOR ADDRESS RE: PENSIONS FOR FORMER EXECUTIVE 
COUNCILLORS. ) )49> 


COL. GUGY49®, seconded by MR. HOLMES, moved for an address to His Excel- 
lency the Governor General for any despatches and correspondence respecting 
any claim of any member of the late Administration for a pension. The gal- 
lant Colonel then proceeded to address the House. He said, that notwithstand- 
ing the threat of the hon. gentleman opposite, that the House should be 
punished for the long speeches of individual members, he thought he must 
take the parliamentary liberty of offering for the consideration of the 
House the remarks which appeared to him to be german (sic) to the subject. 
(Hear, hear.) The House could dispense with any speeches, long or short, 
from the gentleman, who, for want of a better, represented the Government, 
and with any reasoning or arguments from him, for he had but to raise up 
his little finger for a majority ready to give him right on every occasion. 497 


Hear, hear, from the Opposition. 498 


COL. GUGY.--It was not so with him (Col. G.): he had the misfortune 
to stand alone in the House--(ironical cheers):--he stood there as one who 
expected nothing--who desired nothing--who feared nothing--from either side 
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of the House--(ironical cries of "Hear, hear;")--and if he happened to have 
reason on his side, he was not to be silenced--enquiry was not to be stifled, 
even though it should interfere with purpose of the hon. member for the 
county of Shefford, whether sitting as member for the county of Shefford, or 
as the representative of a whole Administration. He would make his observa- 
tions, too, with the permission of the hon. member for Montmorency, who never 
failed to favour him with those little marks of attention which were so 
flattering to a public speaker. Laughter.) He had to call the attention 

of the House to what appeared to him to be a matter of the last importance: 
it was, whether individuals, in the discharge of high and important functions, 
were entitled, on leaving office, to receive remuneration in the shape of 

a pension? (Hear, hear.) He brought this question under the notice of the 
House in consequence of a public rumour adverting more particularly to the 
hon. member for the county of Megantic, (hear, hear,) who was stated, for 

his long, extensive, and valuable services, to have a great claim on the 
gratitude of the country. (Ironical cheers.)--There were a great number of 
public officers who had held office in this country who had been dismissed 
under very trying circumstances, under circumstances which had formed the 
theme of public conversation, and exposed not them alone and their families 
to great subsequent distress, but brought into question the Royal faith. 
(Hear, hear.)499 ((He)) gave a history of divers dismissed public offcials 
who had no pension, but who were entitled to equal consideration with 

Mr. Dominic Daly, against whom he brought a charge of allowing a letter to 
remain unanswered which he (Col. Gugy) had addressed to him on the subject 

of vexatious and illegal proceedings taken against three of his servants in 
the district of Three Rivers. He adverted to the case of Alex Ray and others, 
of the Indian Stream; glanced at that of Mr. Rice; and then proceeded to 
condemn the appointment of Mr. Turcotte; and considered that no member of 

an Administration, acting as the late one had done, could, under any circum- 
stances, deserve a pension of the country: at any rate, if a claim was made 
in that House--if that were to be the rule, let it be a general rule, and 
then he (Col. Gugy), having as good a right to a pension as any other deposed 
public servant, should most assuredly assert it. 0 (Ironical cheers.) He 
then entered at length into the details of the circumstances attending his 
dismissal from the Adjutant Generalship, and declared that if any one got a 
pension he ought to have one too. 


This declaration caused considerable merriment from all parts of the 
House,292 


COL. GUGY ((continued:)) He had brought this subject before the House 
for the purpose of eliciting thought and public opinion. He descanted 
at great length on the service which he had rendered to the country, and 
drew the conclusion from these services not having been duly appreciated, 
that in the Government of this Colony "native born talent" was to give way 
to "imported mediocrity. "904 The hon. member concluded by moving an humble 
address to his Excellency for a copy of despatches and correspondence relat- 
ing to the claims for a pension of any Member of the Administration.? 


MR. DRUMMOND.--Perhaps the hon. member for Sherbrooke would be so 
kind as to withdraw his motion when he assured him that there was in the 
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possession of the Government no such document--that no such claim had been 
made206 by any Member of the late Administration?9?, 


Hear, hear, from MR. DALY. 208 


MR. DRUMMOND ((continued:)) There were no despatches and no such cor- 
respondence had been alluded £0299, (Loud cries of hear, hear.)510 He 


therefore, under these peculiar circumstances, requested the hon. Member 
would withdraw his motion, 11 


COL. GUGY was satisfied and withdrew the motion.-14 


FOOTNOTES: 20 MARCH 1848. 
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GLOBE, 29 March 1848. 

LSry. 

IBID. 

The debate on this matter was reported by: PILOT, 23 March 1848; and 
GLOBE, 29 March 1848. 
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484. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 1 April 1848. 

485<.eeLbLD. 

486. IBID. 

487. The debate on this matter was reported by: HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 1 April 
1848; and PILOT, 25 March 1848. 

466, SFLLOT 225" Marcn 1646. 

489, HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 1 April 1848. 

490. The debate on this matter was reported by: PILOT, 23 March 1848, and 
PACKET, 31 March 1848, in identical accounts; MONTREAL GAZETTE, 22 March 
1848, LA MINERVE, 23 March 1848, LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 28 March 1848, and 
L'AVENIR, 28 March 1848, in identical accounts; MORNING CHRONICLE, 22 
March 1848, BRITISH WHIG, 22 March 1848, GLOBE, 22 March 1848, BRITISH 
COLONIST, 24 March 1848, and PRINCE EDWARD GAZETTE, 7 April 1848, in 
identical accounts; MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 21 March 1848; and LE JOURNAL 
DE QUEBEC, 23 March 1848. Commentaries may be found in L'AVENIR, 24 
March 1848, and MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 23 March 1848. 

AOL. PILOT 23: Mareh 1846. 


492. LBLD. 
493. IBID. 
494. IBID. 


495. The debate on this matter was reported by: MONTREAL GAZETTE, 22 March 
1848, LA MINERVE, 23 March 1848, LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 28 March 1848, 
and L'AVENIR, 28 March 1848, in identical accounts; PILOT, 23 March 1848, 
and PACKET, 31 March 1848, in identical accounts; and GLOBE, 29 March 
1848. LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 23 March 1848, noted the debate. 

496. Gugy's speech provoked ironical commentaries from both LE JOURNAL DE 
QUEBEC, 23 March 1848, and the GLOBE, 29 March 1848. LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC 
made the following observations: "M. Gugy a régalé hier la chambre 
d'un discours interminable qui n'a pas de sens et qui ne pouvait avoir 
de but, si ce n'est celui de glorifier le parleur. Ce bavardage a duré 
plus d'une heure, et je suis convaincu que les trois quarts de cette 
heure ont été employés 4 la louange et a la glorification de M. Gugy 
lui-méme, en sa qualité d'adjutant-général de milice."' The GLOBE des- 
cribed the speech this way: ‘In introducing his motion, the honorable 
gentleman went at great length into his views of things in general and 
as to his own claims to a pension in particular. For two mortal hours 
did the gallant Colonel consume the evening oil, asking for what had no 
existence. It however afforded him an opportunity of exhibiting his 
charming person, and delighting a large qallery audience with the magni- 
ficence of his eloquence--'Ah! Mr. Speaker, ah!' Really if Col. Gugy 
goes on increasing the number and length of his orations at the rate 
he has heretofore done, he will presently leave no room for any one but 
himself. Could not a second chamber be opened downstairs for the demon- 
strations of hon. gentlemen who speak for their constituents and general 
admission, and not to convince their fellow representatives? It would 
be a wonderful saving. For one part if they will only hold their endless 
tongues we will print as much as they like to write, or make speeches for 
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them if they have a difficulty in that way. It is fair however to say 
that these delinquents are not numerous--it is the long speeches of the 
few, not the continual speaking of the many, we complain of. Col. Gugy 
does remind me so much of a peacock fanning his feathers, when he rises 
to speak! The way he expands his feathers and looks about for admir- 
ation and exclaims ‘Mr. Speaker ur a-a-a!' is delicious. " 

PILOT, 23 March 1848. 

LBID. 

IS ED) 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 22 March 1848. 

PILOT, 23 March 1848. 

IBID. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 22 March 1848, 

PILOT, 23 March 1848. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 22 March 1848. 

PILOT, 23 March 1848. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 22 March 1848. 

PILOT, 23 March 1848. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 22 March 1848. 

PILOT, 23 March 1848. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 22 March 1848. 

PILOT, 25 March 1648. 


TUESDAY, 21 MARCH 1848. 


(67) 
Petitions THE following Petitions were severally brought 
brought up. up, and latd on the table:-- 


By the Honorable Mr. Robinson,--The Petition of William C. Hume and 
others, of the Townshtp of Orillta; and the Petttion of Frederick Dallas 
and others, of the Townshtps of Orillia and Medonte. 

By Mr. Thompson,--The Petition of John Jarron, Chatrman, and D'Arcy 
Boulton, Secretary, of a meeting of tnhabitants of Dumnville, and others, 
of the County of Haldimand. 

(68) 

By Mr. Drummnond,--The Petition of Francis Duclos and others, of the 
City and District of Montreal. 

By Str Allan N. MacNab,--The Petttton of Edmund Deedes, of the District 
of Brock, Esqutre. 


Petition read. Ordered, That the Petition of Edmmd Deedes, of the 
District of Broek, Esqutre, be now read; and that 
the Rules of thts House be suspended as regards the same. 

And the Petttton was read; setting forth:--That the Petitioner in approach- 
ing the House on a matter apparently of a private and personal tnterest, ts 
tmpelled by a sense of justice towards the Returning Officer for the County 
of Oxford, John George Vanstttart, Esquire: That the Petittoner desires not 
on the present occaston to express an optnion on the legaltty of Mr. Vansit- 
tart's procedure in returning Mr. Carroll: That the Pettttoner feeling in 
duty bound to make known to the House a ctreumstance, in his optnion, clearly 
proving the honorable motives whitch actuated Mr. Vanstttart in the discharge 
of his duty, begs, upon hts solemn word of honor, to state that tn a conver- 
sation a short time prevtous to the day of return, Mr. Vanstttart declared 
to the Petitioner that "he felt himself placed in an exceedingly critical 
position, for that tf he dtd as he honestly belteved the law required, he 
should be doing that which would be injurious to the Conservative cause, and 
of all things most ltkely to destroy the chance of any Conservative who 
might be tnduced to come forward at another Election, and at the same time 
hazardous to his own personal interests; but that tf he did otherwtse, he 
must feel that he was shirking his duty to accommodate himself to ctrewnstances;" 
and praying to be excused for troubling the House with this statement of an 
important fact. 





Expiring Laws! An engrossed Bill to continue for a limited time 
Bruee certain Acts theretn mentioned, was read the third 
time. 


Resolved, That the Bill do pass, and the Title be, "An Act to continue for a 
Limited time the several Acts and Ordinances therein menttoned, and for 


other purposes." 


Ordered, That Mr. Holmes do carry the Bill to the Legislative Council, and 
destre thetr concurrence. 
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Stormont Mr, Jobin, Chatrman of the Select Committee 
Electton. appointed to try the merits of the Petition com- 
plaintng of an undue Election and Return for the 
County of Stormont, reported, That the Committee met thts morning at 
eleven o'clock, but were unable to proceed to business tn consequence 


of the absence of Mr. Drummond, one of their numbers. 


Ordered, That Mr. Drummond do attend in hts place, in this House, to- 





morrow. 
Markham and Mr. Morrison, from the Select Committee to 
Elgin Mills’ whteh was referred the Petttton of Ashton Fletcher 
Road Bill. and others, of the Townshtp of Markham and its 


vietnity, with power to report by Btll or other- 
wise, presented to the House a Bill to tneorporate the Markham and 
Elgin Mills Plank Road Company, whtch was recetved and read for the first 
time; and ordered to be read a second time, to-morrow. 


Report on Mr. Cauchon, from the Select Committee to 
Petition re- whitch was referred the Petition of the Muntctpal 
lating to Counetl of the District of Niagara (relating to 
Niagara the Distriet Town) and another reference, with 
Distrtet Town. power to report from time to time, presented to 


the House the Report of the satd Committee; whtch 
was agatn read at the Clerk's table, as followeth:-- 

Your Committee, tn obedience to the Order of your Honorable House, 
have examtned the contents of the Petition referred to them, as also the 
Entries tn the Journals of prevtous Sesstons upon this subject, and have 
unanimously agreed to adopt the recommendations of previous Committees, 
and again most earnestly to recommend to the favorable constderatton 
of your Honorable House, the passage of a Bill removing the site of the 
present District Town to a more central posttton, tn accordance with the 
prayer of the Petitton, emanating as it does, from a body representing 
the tnterests of every section of the District. 


On motton of Mr. Wetenhall, seconded by Mr. Morrison 


Seki See 
Waterloo Ordered, That the Petttton of Adam Johnston Fergusson 
Electton. and others, Electors of the County of Waterloo, 


complaining of the undue Electton and Return Return of 
Janes Webster, Esquire, to represent the satd County tin thts present Parlta- 
ment, be taken tnto constderatton by thts House, on Friday, the twenty-fourth 
day of March instant, at the hour of five o'clock, P.M.; and that notice 
to that effect, in writing, be forthwith given by Mr. Speaker to the Peti- 
tioners, thetr consel, or agent, and to the sttting Member, according to 
the provtstons of the second clause of an Act passed by the Parltament of 
Upper Canada, during the fourth year of the Reign of His late Majesty George 
the Fourth, chapter four. 


Message from A Message from the Legislative Counetl, by 
the Counetrl. John Fennings Taylor, Esqutre, one of the Masters 


tn Chancery :-- 


Mr. Speaker, 


559 


The Legtstative Counetl have passed the following Bills, wtthout 


any amendment: -- 


Butter Inspec- 
tion Brit. 


St.wlauLis 
Church Glebe 
Buel. 


King's Bench 
Judgments ' 
BELEOMG SC.) 


Kingston Gas 
Light Company 
Boll. 

River Motra 
Mtll Dams! 
BELL. 


Consumers' Gas 


Company of 
Toronto Btll. 
Western Tele- 


graph Company 
BULL. 


Dundas Incor- 
poration Le. 
Shtpping of 
Seamen Brill. 





Jurors' Bill, 
fie.) 


were tntended to have 


Quebee Instt- 
tut Canadten 
Bet: 


Toronto Athe- 
naeum Brill. 


Flour and 


Meal Bill. 


Bell, tntiruted, An Act to provide for the Inspec- 


tton of Butter tn Quebee and Montreal:" 


Bill, tntttuled, "An Act to authorize the Rec- 
tor and Chureh Wardens of St. Paul's Chureh, London, 
to sell a part of the Glebe on certain condittons:" 


Bill, tntituled, "An Act to render executory 
certain Judgments rendered by the late Courts 
of King's Bench for Lower Canada:" 


Bill, tntituled, "An Act to tneorporate "The 
City of Kingston Gas Light Company:" 





Bill, tntituled, "An Act to repeal the Act 
therein menttoned, and to make better provision 
for the construction of Aprons to Dams upon the 
River Motra:" 


Bill, tntituled, "An Act to tnecorporate "The 
Consumers Gas Company of Toronto:" 


Bill, intttuled, "An Act to tneorporate "The 
Western Telegraph Company:" 


Bill, tntituled, "An Aet to amend the Act to 
tneorporate the Town of Dundas:" 


Bill, intituled, "An Act to amend the Act for 
regulating the shipping of Seamen, and to fund 
the fees payable under the satd Act:" 


Bill, intituled, "An Act to remove doubts as 
to the time from which the provistons of the Act 
regulating the summoning of Jurors in Lower Canada, 
force and effect:" 


Bill, tntituled, "An Act to incorporate the 
"Institut Canadien de Quebee:" 


Bill, intituled, "An Act to incorporate the 
Toronto Athenaeun:" 
Bill, intttuled, "An Act to continue and amend 


the Act for the inspection of Flour and Meal, and 
to provide for the inspection of Oatmeal." 


And then he wtthdrew. 
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(69) 
Supply. Mr, Webster, from the Committee of Supply, 
reported several Resolutions; which were read, as 
follow:-- 

1. Resolved, That a sum, not exceeding One hundred and twenty-five thousand 
pounds currency, be granted to Her Majesty, to meet the extgenctes of 
the Publte Service connected with the Publie Works, and to sustain the 
eredtt of thts Province tn that branch of the Publte Service, for the 
year one thousand etght hundred and forty etght; to be accounted for tn 
detatl, at the opening of the ensutng Sesston of the Legislature. 

2. Resolved, That a sun, not exceeding One hundred and forty thousand 
pounds currency, be granted to Her Majesty, to meet the necessary and 
tndtspensable Expenses of the Government of thts Province, for the year 
one thousand etght hundred and forty etght, not otherwise provided for; 
to be accounted for tn detail, at the opening of the ensuing Session 
of the Legislature. 


MR. DRUMMOND rose and moved that the Report of the Committee of Supply 
granting £125,000 to meet the expenses connected with public works, and to 
sustain the credit of the Province in that respect for the year 1848, and 
also of £140,000 to meet the expenses of the Government for 18483, be 
received. In moving the question of concurrence, he said, that it had been 
understood on the previous evening that the debate should,at the pleasure of 
hon. members, be continued.4 His remarks, he said, in proposing this 
resolution would be very succinct, as hon. members could not expect that in 
the position in which hestood he could enter as fully into the details of 
these matters, as the Hon. Inspector General would if he were present. 
However, hon. gentlemen were in possession for several days of the very clear 
statement made by the Inspector General himself which would much facilitate 
the explanation which he (Mr. D.) had to make. He would premise by 
observing that the Consolidated Revenue account might be compared to the 
profit and loss account of the merchant. The merchant in his profit and 
loss account might show that his business was in a good position, and yet he 
might have no money in his chest, he might have gone too far in making 
improvements in building warehouses, and other things of a like profit; his 
accounts might show a clear balance in his favour, and yet he might be 
unable to meet the demands that were daily coming upon him. He thought that 
it would be found on a close investigation of the accounts of the Province, 
that they were much in the position of the merchant who had drawn too 
largely on his available funds for the purpose of improving his property. 

It would be found on looking to the account that all the resources of the 
country during the past year, the whole revenue of the Province from 
whatever sources derived, and the balance at the close of the preceding 
year were all so expended. If they looked merely to the balance of this 
account, they would certainly be inclined to think that the aspect of 
affairs was flourishing, as there was a balance somewhat exceeding £100,000 
of the credit of the Consolidated Revenue account: but on a minute 
examination of the account it would be found that this fund was liable for 
£15,000 charged on it under the authority of laws and orders of council for 
the service of the past and preceding years. It appeared therefore by the 
report of the Inspector General that the finances of the country were not 
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in the flourishing condition which the late Inspector General described 
them to be, during a previous debate, 6 when he said that they left the new 
Ministry in the possession of an overflowing treasury. He did not mean to 
say that any deliberate attempt had been made to conceal the state of 
affairs, but perhaps a full explanation had not been given. (Hear, hear.) 
It would be found from the explanation now before them, that the Province 
was in advance of its income about £50,0007, thus leaving the country, on 
the 3lst of January, largely in debt, instead of being in credit.8 Yet 
this fact was no cause for apprehension or anxiety. He wished it to be 
perfectly understood that the present Ministry did not consider that there 
would be any great reason for apprehension on account of this charge on 
the Consolidated Fund, because it would be remarked that many charges for 
public works had been placed upon that Fund which ought not to have been 
charged upon it, and that fund once delivered from liability for public 
works would, if the revenue of the next year equals that of the preceding 
years, more than suffice to pay current expenses. The embarrassment, if 
any there might be, would arise from our inability to raise a sum sufficient 
to meet the works which had been contracted for.? Too many public works 
had been undertaken, which must be temporarily suspended; and he trusted 
the embarrassed state of the public funds would be a sufficient answer for 
their suspension. It was not necessary that an abandonment of the projects 
should ensue, but great circumspection would be necessary.10--The late 
Administration had entered into contracts for the completion of public 
works to the extent of about £270,000, £170,000 of which they were 
authorized to raise by debentures, and the present Ministry now asked to 
raise £125,000 in the same way to meet the remainder. (Hear.) It was, 

of course, utterly impossible at the present moment to say anything as to 
the practicability of raising the loan or suspending the works. If the 
loan were effected, and they abstained for a time from engaging in any 
public works,all might come out right in a short time; but it was a matter 
of pure speculation whether the loan could be effected or not. It was a 


fact, however, which must be stated to the country, that the Consolidated 
Fund had charges upon it of £270,000, £170,000 of which the late Adminis- 
tration were allowed to raise as a loan by debentures; and the present 

RE EASA St now came out to ask for permission to raise £125,000 

more. The hon. gentleman then entered into a statement of the various 
sums expended during the period that the late Administration was in power, 
and among other items, spoke of the sum of £20,000 which had been expended 
during the past year without the authority of Parliament. On Emigration the 
sum of £150,000 had been expended; of this the Imperial Government had 

paid about £5,000; £20,000 had been collected by the tax on emigrants, and 
$20,000 had been voted in the supplies during the last Session. This last 
item of £20,000 might, or might not, be paid by the Imperial Government. 
About £80,000 was yet due, including outstanding debts which the parties are 
clamorous for.!2 The present embarrassment was not so much caused by the 
public works, because there was a balance of £36,000 unexpended on the 3lst 
of January last, out of the loan, but was owing to causes which he (Mr. i) 
would explain. On the 3lst of January last the Consolidated Fund raised 

by the loan for public works not expended of £36,000, also the balance of 
special funds amounting to about £55,000, making, with various other sums, 
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about £224,000, which would appear at first sight to be available means.--But 
it was owing to the fact of this sum being locked up in various ways that 
the Province was now in a state of embarrassment. First of all there was 

a very large amount--about £125,000--locked up in bonds, due for Timber 

and Construction duties, the greatest part of them consisting of Customs 
duties; then there was the amount advanced for the expenses of Emigration, 
for the payment of which we may look to the Imperial Government, but there 
was no certainty that it would be so paid. This sum amounted to £65,000 
unavailable. The advances made by order of Council for public works amounted 
to £22,000, and on the 31st of January last, there was cash on hand about 
£8,000, which, with some other smaller sums, would make £224,000. The bonds 
for Custom Duties would become due in a short time, consisting of about 
£120,000. The amount due by the Imperial Government which, it was hoped, 
would be reimbursed to the Province, was about £65,000. The advance 
applicable to the public works and remaining unexpended on the 3lst January, 
amounted to about £36,000; but this money had since been nearly consumed 

by the demands for the payment of the various contractors. With this short 
and imperfect statement, which would be made more clear by the figures 

given by the Inspector General in his statement, he should conclude by 
saying that although there was no reason for any great apprehension, yet 

we were far from being in the condition which the late hon. Inspector 
General represented. Instead of leaving an overflowing treasury, he had 
left £270,000 to be expended on public works, although a debt of £65,000 

due to this Province was not paid, and upon the reimbursement of which we 
could not count with certainty, and the consolidated fund in advance about 
£50,000. He (Mr. Drummond) was not instructed: he would not take upon 
himself in making this statement to cast any opprobrium on the hon. gentle- 
men opposite: it was not his intention to do so; but hon. gentlemen on 

both sides of the House would see that it was absolutely necessary that the 
statement should be made (hear, hear,) in order that if any embarrassment 
should accrue to the Province from the position in which they now stood, 

the fault might not fall upon the present Ministry, but upon those who were 
really responsible for it. For his own part, he believed that too many works 
had been commenced. He could feel the embarrassing position in which the 
present Ministry were placed--taking office with an exhausted treasury,--and 
he trusted that the present statement of the financial affairs of the country 
wold be a sufficient answer to all those who had asked how it came that 
immediately after the Ministry had come into power they had thought proper 
to prorogue Parliament (hear, hear.) He should be sorry for his own part to 
take it as a precedent as a general rule that when a Ministry came into office 
the affairs of the country should be immediately suspended (cheers.) He 
should be sorry to take it for granted that a prorogation must necessarily 
ensue upon the assumption of office by a party, till that moment in 
opposition. He believed that the present Ministry did not intend the 

course that they had adopted to be laid down as a general rule--a 

precedent. (Ironical cheers.) They called upon the country, and they 
called not only upon their friends on this side of the House,but upon the 
gentlemen on the other side, to take into consideration the position in 
which they assumed office--to take into consideration not only their 
position with regard to the financial affairs of the country, which it was 
their duty to investigate before they could assume the responsibility, 
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coming to conclusions upon measures of such vast importance as those which 
had been alluded to by the hon. member for St. Maurice--such as whether they 
would pledge the revenue of the country to the amount of several millions 

of money to assist in carrying railroads and canals through all parts of the 
Province. It was their duty to take time to consider of the financial state 
of the country--to consider whether in the first place, money should be 
raised in addition to the large amount already contracted for, and whether 
it would be in their power to raise the money on debentures or any other 
way. He was wrong perhaps in saying “in any other way," for the hon. 
gentlemen opposite had exhausted the various funds. They had not obtained 

a single loan in the ordinary way. The late Inspector General, when he 

went to England, did not obtain any loan for this Province in the ordinary 
manner, but merely obtained what the Province had a right to--viz., the 

sum of £140,000, which formed a part of the loan of a million and half, 
which had been already guaranteed by the Imperial Parliament. He had said 
that all the means of raising the wind had been exhausted. The Ministry 
could no longer raise money on debentures, on the Jesuit's Estates, School 
Lands or Clergy Reserves Funds. He asked hon. gentlemen therefore, if it 
would have been right in the Ministry who had recently accepted office, if 
it would have been justifiable in them to have assumed the responsibility 

of assenting to these immense improvements before having had any 

opportunity of ascertaining the position in which they stood, and what were 
their prospects for the future. He thought that these hon. gentlemen would 
have to be neglectful of the duty which they owed to the country had they 
attempted to take upon themselves matters of such vast importance without 
having first ascertained the character of the ground upon which they stood, 
whether it was firm ground or ground moving in the throes of an earthquake. 
(Cheers.) Several hon. gentlemen in the debate last had touched upon this 
matter, which tickled the popular ear, they talked of improvements without 
caring whether there was money in the treasury to meet the improvement urged, 
and the men who would not grant the money--who would not vote for the money 
whether they had it or not--were stigmatized as enemies to improvement. 
(Hear, hear.) It was necessary then to say a word upon this point. The 
hon. member for St. Maurice was in error in saying that before they knew 
any thing about the future, they ought to have take (sic) upon themselves 

to say that it was necessary, advisable, or just, at the present moment, to 
vote a grant for any work of any kind whatever, if the hon. member meant to 
say that they should express some opinion as to their being friendly to these 
works, he could only say that it was totally unnecessary, every man in the 
country knew that every individual member of that Cabinet had expressed 
himself favourable to most of these improvements, and it only remained to 

be seen whether they, as Ministers, could command the means of carrying out 
these views which they had so much at heart. (Hear, hear.) He repeated then 
that it was not right that any hon. member should call on them at the 
present moment to come down to the House and pronounce a decided opinion on 
matters of such importance.13 It was apt to create a bad feeling in the 
public mind; but until some means were found of raising the necessary money, 
it was not right they should enter into any business whatever. The hon. 
member then entered into a statement of matters relative to the Caughnawaga 
Canal, but which so abounded with figures that it was impossible to attempt 
to convey them to paper with certainty, from the rapid utterance of the 
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speaker. 14 The hon. member for St. Maurice was mistaken in saying that 
under the system of Responsible Government Legislation rested exclusively 
with the Administration. It was not so, he (Mr. Drummond) appealed to 
honourable members accustomed to a seat in that House, whether when the 
Ministers were in the House it was not customary for them to leave many 
important measures to be taken up by private members. (Hear, hear.) It 
was customary, and he was sure that the present Ministry had no desire to 
depart from the usages and precedents of the British House of Commons, 
which ought to be our exemplar and model on such matters.15 


Ironical cheers from the Opposition. 16 


MR. DRUMMOND ((continued:)) No such pretension had been originated by 
any Provincial Ministry, as to assume the excessive right to legislation; but 
he maintained that it was necessary for good legislation that there should 
be some surveillance over the bills introduced by members of this House to 
prevent the introduction of imperfect and improper measures. He thought that 
it was due to those large and important constituencies of Montreal, Terrebonne, 
Oxford, Kent and others, that they should not proceed with measures of such 
great importance as those alluded to by the honourable member for St. Maurice 
while these constituencies remained unrepresented on the floor of this House. 
True the honourable and learned gentleman who intended to offer himself for 
Montreal might be elected within a fortnight, but he would ask hon. members 
who knew the distance and the difficulty of communicating between the County 
of Kent and the City of Montreal, how long it would take the hon. gentleman 
who intended to offer himself for the suffrages of the people of that 
County to return to that House? It would take him six weeks.17 


SIR.A. MACNAB.--No, no.18 


MR. DRUMMOND ((continued:)) And the hon. gentleman who was a candidate 
for the County of Oxford was in the same position; but let it take eight 
weeks, or only four, in what position would they be placed in the meantime?-- 
Were they to adjourn for that time and put hon. members to the inconvenience 
of going home for so short a period? For these debates were idle, when a 
gentleman proposed a motion for a certain object, and was told that that 
object should be granted, and then continued to speak for the mere purpose 
of making a speech. He thought that under these circumstances it should not 
be set down as a precedent, as held to be the opinion of the Ministry, that 
whenever one Ministry was overthrown and supplanted by another, the business 
of the country should be suspended: he thought that, under the present 
circumstances of the country, it was absolutely necessary for the Ministers 
to prorogue Parliament; they had thought proper to do so; but he believed 
their intention was to meet the wishes of the country as much as possible 
and cause Parliament to be convened at the earliest period which could be 
fixed consistently with the convenience of honourable members. Before 
closing he would say a word on a subject which had excited much interest 
both in and out of that House, he meant the Bankrupt Law. It had been pro- 
posed by some members that the law now in existence should be allowed to 
drop, and that nothing should be substituted for it. He (Mr. D.) was one 
of those who did not consider a Bankrupt Law necessary, even in a commercial 
community, except on occasions of great commercial embarrassment; then it 
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was the duty of the Legislature to interfere and protect the honest debtor, 
when his hopes had been blighted by circumstances over which he had no 
controul; then it was the duty of the Legislature to interfere, and pass a 
temporary Bankrupt Law; but he believed that a permanent Bankrupt Law had a 
tendency to corrupt the morals of the community .19 It was calculated in his 
opinion to induce a laxity of principle with regard to commercial 
transactions.20 England was an exception to the general rule, because in 
England the merchant and trader were in a different position from that which 
they occupied in this country. In England no man embarked in commercial 
enterprize without capital: a man there entering into large commercial 
undertakings without capital was an exception to the general rule. In this 
country the reverse was the case, and therefore the Bankrupt Law, which 
operated well in England, was not wanted in Canada. He was therefore 
opposed to this law and several members of the Ministry had expressed the 
same opinion, both on the floor of this House and out of doors. But what 
would have been the responsibility of allowing that law to drop without 
providing any means of detaining the important interests now in the hands of 
Bankrupt Commissioners and Circuit Judges of the Province? Had they done so, 
hundreds21 of poor families22 would have been ruined; they could not do so. 
(Hear, hear.)--But he would beg to assure the House, and through them the 
country, that this would be one of the first measures taken up by the 
Ministers; and that when they met Parliament they could be prepared to bring 
in such a law as would be satisfactory, he believed to the whole community. 
He concluded by moving the adoption of the resolutions. 23 


MR. CAYLEY24 thought that the hon. member for Shefford had not given 
such explanations in reference to the question before the Committee as the 
house had a right to expect, and as were due in simple justice to the 
members of the late Administration. The hon. member had laid upon the table, 
and referred to the Committee, a memorandum from the Inspector-General, 

Mr. Hincks, showing that a considerable sum was required for past and 
existing engagements, beyond what the revenue of the Province could cover, 
and asking for the sanction of Parliament to raise further supplies by 
Debentures. No one could read that statement, unexplained, without being 
impressed with the idea that the late Government had stretched their powers 
to a very great length, if,indeed, they had not exceeded them, and that the 
demand now made was solely to repair the mischief which had been created 

by their irregular proceedings. Had the question been one of little 
moment, he (Mr. Cayley) would not have risen to discuss it, as it was 
extremely unsatisfactory to witness the proceedings of the house in the 

way in which they had lately been conducted, when the hon. member, who was 
the mouth-piece of the Administration, was compelled to run behind the 
Speaker's chair, every other minute, to receive instructions as to what he 
was to say or leave unsaid, and as to what business the show-man who pulled 
the wires behind the screen would permit the house to proceed with. The 
matter, however, containedin the memorandum was of too serious a character 
to be passed over without notice, and as neither he (Mr. Cayley) nor his 
colleagues were disposed to shrink from the responsibility which attached 
to their acts while in the Government, or silently submit to the censure 
which justly was due to the others, he would move that the memorandum of the 
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Inspector-General be read by the Clerk at the table. The statement which 
had just been read purported to show that, although there was a surplus from 
the revenue of the past year, of £100,000, there were demands against it of 
£150,000, which when paid, would leave the consolidated fund in advance of 
£15,000 and that it was to meet this expected deficiency, and the excess of 
expenditure which it was apprehended would occur on account of the Public 
Works, as shown in another part of the memorandum, that the present demand 
was made. The first item comprising this sum of £150,000 was, for Public 
Works, £35,000, the unexpended balances of the Parliament grants for the 
years 1845-6-7, which needed no explanation. The next was £22,283 5s. 9d., 
expended under orders in Council, without the authority of Parliament; 

no one could read the expression without feeling that a reflection was 
intended to be conveyed by it, and yet, every one was aware that demands 
would occasionally arise in the interval between Session and Session, which 
the interests of public service would not permit to stand over to the next 
meeting of the Legislature, and that there was an especial column in the 
annual printed accounts headed "indispensible expenses for which provision 
is required," under which such services were ranged. Now, what was the 
first item of these orders in Council, why, the sum of £9475 4s. Od., for 
the Administration of Justice in Lower Canada, which in consequence of the 
new Civil List Bill coming into operation in the middle of the recess, was 
defrayed by order in-Council, as it could no longer be charged in the former 
way. What was the next item, of importance?--Printing Statues (sic) &c., 
£5213 18s.; there was no question that the country required that the laws 
should be printed, and the slightest unnecessary delay was a public grievance. 
He would however, read the statement:-- 


Balance due Dr. William 

Ross, Superintendent 

of Lunatic Asylun, 

Toronto. 543 1 8 
Rent of the Parliament 

Buildings for the 

six months to lst 

November 1847. 750 0 0 
Balance due Messrs. 

Reid & Larned, 

Contractors, Chat- 

ham and Amherst- 

burgh Road. sp eae) L 
Messrs. Desbarats 

& Derbishire.-- 

Am'nt paid them 

for printing Laws 

and other printing 


&c. RS ales Papen hs) 1 
Repairs to the Temis- 

couta Road, fee oe 9 
Aid to Montreal General 

Hospital, 400 0 0 
Various other items, 1106 ee kt) 


12635) eo ete 


Total Currency, f22195 9 10 
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Inspector General's Office, 
Montreal, 18th March, 1848. 


These were all charges which it was reasonable to suppose that the 
Legislature would sanction, and for the payment of which it would be 
extremely unjust to make the parties who had performed the service wait 
until the Parliament should assemble.--The next item to which he (Mr. Cayley) 
would call the attention of the house, was the Commissariat demand of £22,000 
composed of three charges as shown by a memorandum which the Inspector 
General had furnished him; first, for draw-back duties on Commissariat 
supplies, £8,500, for the years 1844, 1845, 1846, 1847; the second, a 
balance of £4,500 advanced by the Imperial Government to Lower Canada 
in 1837; and the third, of £10,000 for Indian Annuities. The great anxiety 
which the new Administration had shown to recognize the debt due to the 
Home Government could not fail to astonish hon. members, when they were 
reminded that the Indian Annuities began to accrue from the time of the 
Union of the Provinces at the rate of £6,655 a year; and that no payment 
had been made on account of this liability, up to the time when the late 
Administration took office in 1844, that in 1845 they made a payment of 
cy, 94701055 ,eandehad Since patd annually the sum of £6,655, and that this 
sum of £10,080 properly belonged to the years 1842 and 1843, and should 
have been paid at that time. Again, with regard to the balance on the 
advances made in 1837; why had no effort been made to reduce the amount 
claimed by the Home Government, when the Administration was in power in 
1843? The debt existed equally then as now, but a much larger amount, and 
the circumstances connected with it must have been at least as strongly 
impressed upon their minds, and the propriety of paying it. Was it that 
their sense of perception had grown more keen?:.and that they were now more 
justly able to appreciate their obligation to pay their debts? or did they 
hope by jumbling it up in a general statement of liabilities transferred 
over by the last Government, to convert it into a charge of mal-administration? 
When the Administration to which he (Mr. Cayley) belonged took office, the 
claim, if he was not mistaken amounted to £19,396 17s. 4d. Of this sum 
£8,813 10s. 8d. was in 1844 set off against the Imperial allowance for 
Emigration for the years 1843 and 1844--and two sums of £3,041 13s. 4d. 
each in the years 1845 and 1846,--reducing the claim to what it now stood 
in the statement, and which would have been paid for last year, had it not 
been for the extraordinary Emigration of last year. He now came to the 
item of £50,000 for school monies, and would read a statement giving the 
particulars of which it was composed:-- 


> 


AMOUNT OF AMOUNT OF 
YEARS . PAYMENTS. GRANTS. 
1842 DPecoll 26. 9 £ 30000 0 O 
1843 LIZ99. “TAs 2 30000 0 O 
1844 25409 ae a) 29000 O O 
1845 12486 4 9 29000 SU sO 
1846 51075: he ee 29000 0 O 
1847 318/8.219.5 4 29000 0 0 
Total £1260646 15 9 £176000 O O 
£126646 15 9 


Sg AP tee lp ye ee | Ly ee a ae 
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Leaving unexpended 5 A935) a 


Inspector General's Office, 
Montreal, 18th March, 1848. 


This statement shewed that the unexpended balances for the years 1842 
to 1847, inclusive, amounted to about £50,000, which it was proposed now 
to raise by debentures, with the view of its expenditure during the present 
year, in addition to the ordinary supply of £29,000. The claim for this 
amount, at this peculiar moment, mixed up with orders in Council, without 
authority of Parliament, wore very much the appearance as if it was intended 
to charge the omission, to make provision for the School Act of 1843, when 
the present Administration were in power, against the late Government, 
for which, of course, the late Government were very much obliged. The 
remaining point to be noticed, was the emigration vote of £20,000 in 
reference to which the Inspector General had stated in his memorandum, it 
was to be feared the Province would have to pay. Why the Inspector-General 
should take so different a view of the matter to that contended for by 
Mr. Aylwin, now Solicitor-General for Eastern Canada, while debating the 
subject in July, 1847, when he asserted that unless the Provincial Govern- 
ment would guarantee that Great Britain would repay the whole advance, he 
would oppose the expenditure of a single shilling in aid of the emigrants, 
it was not for him, (Mr. Cayley) to say; but one thing was clear, that 
better reasons could be assigned now, when the proceedings of the Irish 
Landlords were fully known to the public, why Canada should not bear the 
burden, than when the subject was discussed in 1847. While on this subject 
he would notice the allusion made in the Inspector-General'’s Report to the 
large amount locked up in Emigration expenses, was this to be charged 
against the late Administration as an act of misgovernment? it might be 
well enough for the member for Montreal, in his heartless remarks of last 
night, about the misappropriation of funds, to wrap himself up in his stoicisn, 
following in the steps of the Scottish judge, though reversing the order, 
who played at chess on the one night with his neighbor, and tried him for 
treason on the next. But were there two hearts in that Hall that would 
have refused the hand of succor to a helpless Emigration equal in numbers 
to half the population of a sister Colony; it was not a time for hesitation, 
it was not a question of discriminative charity between the honest and the 
dissolute, the industrious and the idle, all distinctions merged in one 
fearful equality of claim, the right to be succoured, man crying to his 
fellow man--help or we perish. In examining then this part of the Inspector- 
General's memorandum, he (Mr. C.) could not take the view adopted by 
Mr. Hincks, that the sum of ¢150,000 would be required for the five services 
named in the provision for the first two items--Public Works £35,000, 
Indispensable Expenses £22,283--he was prepared to concur, and that Great 
Britain was properly entitled to the sum of £22,000 claimed by the 
Commissariat; and at the same time he wished to congratulate the Administra- 
tion upon the more correct view they had taken upon this subject, than when 
in office in 1843--but he was not prepared to concur in the opinion that 
Great Britain would refuse to bear the Emigration expenses; on the contrary, 
he thought that the Home Government would cheerfully consent to set off the 
demands made by the Commissariat against an equal amount advanced by the 
Province for the purposes of Emigration--this would effect a reduction in 
the estimates of £20,090. Again, in the matter of the arrears of School 
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money for Lower Canada of £50,000, he did not see upon what basis of 
calculation, judging by the amount called for by the Superintendent of 
Education, Dr. Meilleur, for the last several years, it could be assumed 
that a larger sum than £5,000 or £10,000 would be required for the service 
of 1848 in addition to the regular allowance of £29,000. Governed by 

this opinion, he (Mr. Cayley) would strike off £40,000 from the estimate 

of £50,000, arrears of School Monies for Lower Canada for this year, which 
added to the £20,000. Emigration money, to be reimbursed by the Commissariat, 
would leave funds in hand to the amount of £10,000 or £20,000 in lieu of an 
advance by the consolidated fund of £50,000. The passage in the memorandum, 
to which he would now turn, referred to the Public Works. It was stated 
that in addition to the sum of £172,000 for which authority had been 
granted,--contracts to the amount of £100,000 had been entered into beyond 
the appropriations,and for which no ways and means had been provided. The 
plain inference to be drawn from this statement, was, that the Board of 
Works and the Government had undertaken important works without the authority 
of Parliament. Now, what was the true statement of the case.--The Board 

of Works had been called upon to furnish a statement of what would be 
required to finish all the works on hand, and that the statement shewed 

that £100,000 would be required, beyond the appropriations made, to finish 
them. Did this statement or estimate imply that fresh engagements had been 
entered into without authority, or by the authority of the late Government 
alone? How stood the case with reference to the Welland Canal? In the 
spring of 1846 he (Mr. Cayley) called for an estimate of what would be 
required to complete it, which was furnished by Mr. Killaly in March,1846, 
which was submitted to the House, and the amount, about £183,000 voted; 

in the same year, when other officers had been appointed to the Board of 
Works, he again called for an estimate of what would be required to finish 
it, and as part of this sum, £50,000 was voted last session, the balance 
now stood on the estimates, absorbing nearly three-fourths of the excess of 
£100,000. Was this chargeable against the late Administration?--did they 
commence the work?--did they enter into the contracts which had committed 
the country?--did they change the summit level of the canal, which had 
brought such an additional expense with it? He (Mr. Cayley) would read an 
extract of a minute of the Board of Works:--"Welland Canal minute of the 
Board of Works, dated llth of August, 1843. The Board again took up the 
subject of the levels, by which it was considered most desirable that 

the letting out of the remainder of the works should be granted; after a 
very mature consideration of all the circumstances, the Board was more and 
more impressed with the propriety of at once adopting the waters of Lake 
Erie as the summit level of the canal. Again--pending the final decision 

of the Council, the Board ordered that the contractors for the several 
sections, not affected by this decision as to the level, should be 
immediately notified and called upon to enter into their contracts without 
loss of time." Again, under date of 11th of May, 1843, the Secretary, 

Mr. Begley, writes to the Engineer on the Canal Works:--"Sir, the view of the 
Board upon the dimensions by which the earthwork remaining to be done should 
be governed as well as upon the aqueduct and remainder of the masonry having 
been fully explained to you, they are determined that you should immediately 
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take steps to advertise all the works. They have also taken into serious 
consideration the representations made by Messrs. Brondson & Crooks, 
respecting the Locks, and they are desirous of having the chambers lengthened 
to 145 feet."--So then, it appeared that the excess upon this work, which, 

by two separate estimates, had been shewn to have been increased to 

$300,000, was the act of the very Administration now in power, without any 
reference to Parliament, and which, by the statement now before the house, 

it was intended to saddle upon the late Administration. Could any course 

be more pitiful,--more contemptible.-- 


Hear, hear, from MR. CAUCHON. 26 


MR. CAYLEY ((continued:)) Yes, these facts should be heard, though, 
perhaps, reluctantly by the hon. gentlemen opposite, upon whom we could 
hope to make little impression. Their view of Responsible Government was 
that the majority could do no wrong, that they might squander the public 
money, violate the constitution, and calumniate the minority; they claimed 
Responsible Government as their bantling, to do with as they choose; a 
system of Government which none were supposed to understand, or to be 
able to work out, but themselves, and which they assumed the right to 
misuse, as the mob in London did their favorite Mr. Hunt, pelting and 
abusing him, claiming that he was the man of the people, and they had the 
right to do what they pleased with their own. 

There were other items which he would enumerate, which helped to make 
up this excess of £100,000, and for which the late Administration could 
not, in any way, be considered responsible, namely, to finish the St. 
Lawrence Canals, £65451; the Ottawa, £3777, and an estimate for arbitration 
damages, £10,217. Before leaving this part of the subject, he would advert 
to the course pursued by the new Government, in again making the Board of 
Works a part of the Council, and as bearing on this, and shewing the 
probable consequence, he would read an extract from Mr. Killaly's evidence 
given before the Commission of Enquiry:--''Mr. Killaly states it to have been 
the practice at that period, and as long as the Chairman of the Board 
continued a member of the Council, for matters relating to the business 
of the Board of Works to be discussed in the Executive Council, and for 
verbal orders to issue from that body to the Chairman, to proceed with 
the public works therein decided upon, and when, at times, written 
instructions were written by him, Mr. Killaly states that compliance 
with his request was declined on the ground that with a member of the 
Executive Council, such a formality was unnecessary.'' Thus it would appear 
that the very first act of the new administration was to return to the 
very same state of things which had created all that confusion, and had led 
to the present heavy burden on the Province. The extract from Mr. 
Killaly's evidence brought to his (Mr. Cayley's) recollection the remarks 
which fell the previous evening from hon. gentlemen opposite, that they 
(the late Administration) had ill-used that gentleman in discontinuing his 
services in the Board; if that was their view, why had not the honorable 
gentlemen opposite restored him on their return to power? Did not their 
refusal to do so fully justify the course taken by the late Administration? 
To return to the subject: admitting that the excess over the appropriations 
amounted to £100,000, did it follow that the whole of the amount would be 
required during the present year, and if required, that it should be raised 
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by Debenture, the whole or in part? In one of the memorandums submitted 

by the Inspector-General it was shown that the expenditure for the Public 
Service for the past year, was £158,000, including several services and 
votes not of annual recurrence, which, if struck off, would place the usual 
annual expenditure in round figures at about £400,000; while the net revenues 
exceed half a million; at the same time that the revenue from Public Works 
was stated at £42,557, far below the actual returns, which approached 

nearly to £70,000; this difference was created by charging against the 

tolls extensive alterations and re-constructions, for instance, on the 
Welland Canal to an amount exceeding £10,000, as though it formed a part 

of the annual wear and tear to be classed with the expense of management 

and collection. By this calculation, then, it would appear that the 

surplus revenue of the year, with proper economy, would go far to meet, 

if not entirely to defray, the amount required beyond the appropriations 

for Public Works, now sanctioned by law. Such a course it appeared to 

him (Mr. C.) most desirable, as it prevented the necessity of throwing 
additional Debentures into the market at a time when such securities were 
not in demand. Nor could he understand the reasoning of the Inspector- 
General, who, in the very paragraph in which he stated that Debentures could 
not be realized at par, and that there were on hand £172,000 for sale, 
proposed a further issue of £125,000; as if the value of the article was 

to be raised by flooding the market with it. In this it would appear that 
he was prepared to adopt a diametrically opposite course to the one pursued 
by the late Administration, who made no attempt to force a sale of 
Debentures at a sacrifice, though at times severely pressed by demands from 
the Board of Works and Emigration expenditures. The Inspector-General 

had stated in his memorandum, that the Emigration expenses and the outstand- 
ing Bonds had occasioned serious embarrassment to the Government--this, 
undoubtedly, was true as regarded the past, but the continuance or recurrence 
of the pressure was hardly to be expected. The burden of the Emigration 
was passed, all the Customs Bonds, amounting to nearly £90,000, would 
mature the first week in April, and the operation of the new Customs’ Bill 
would prevent a recurrence of the evil. While on the subject of raising 
money and the value of Debentures, he (Mr. Cayley) could not avoid referring 
to the remark which fell from the Assistant-Commissioner of Works, 

Mr. M. Cameron, in debate last Session; namely, that if the duty had 
devolved upon him, he (Mr. Cameron) could raise money at 8 per cent. As 
this observation was made at a time when the Bank rate of interest in 
England was varying from 6 to 10 per cent, it was not to be regretted 

that a gentlemen so gifted had not been selected to fill a post where 

such capabilities could not fail to be highly appreciated. In reference 

to the vote of credit, he had no objections to offer. The services 

named were annually estimated for in the Public Accounts, but he regretted 
to see in this, and more particularly in the matter of the Debentures, 
unmistakable indications that it was not the intention of the Govern- 

ment to meet that House again this year. They had asked for a credit 

for the whole service of the year not provided for by permanent Acts 

and Ordinances, and they had applied for authority to raise money by 
Debenture to an amount beyond what could possibly be required for the 
expenditure within the year. From this it was conclusive, either that 
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they looked forward to a long interval before they expected again to 
meet the House, or that they had sent that statement down, and made that 
demand, with the view of throwing discredit on the late Administration. 
To bring so serious a charge by a deputy, with whom rested no OS Son EES SAR 
was too unmanly a course to permit the idea to be entertained for more 
than a moment. The conclusion, therefore, which he (Mr. Cayley) had 
arrived at was that the house would not be permitted to meet the 
Administration again for many months, and that the expectation which the 
public had fondly indulged in, of the many and comprehensive measures 
with which the country was immediately to be blessed, would resolve 
itself into one single act, then again merging the Board of Works, the 
source of all the mischief, in the Executive Council, and giving in 

that Council a preponderance of 7 to 4 in favor of Lower Canada. 2/ 


MR. DRUMMOND said, the hon. member might have abstained from personal 
remarks upon the recent occasion, when the Ministry were absent. He 
(Mr. D.) would leave them to defend themselves; but it was necessary for 
the hon. member to endeavour to get up a good deal of indignation, and, 
by assailing the Ministry of 1843, to make the country lose sight of the 
true state of the case. He would like to know,if other expressions could 
have been in the statement of the Inspector-General, so as to convey the 
true sense of what he intended to convey to the house. The hon. Inspector 
General did not mean to offend the late Administration--he disclaimed 
that such was his intention--and the hon. gentleman opposite had not 
impugned the truth of the correctness of any of the statements made; but 
he had, by cloaking his speech in generalities, created something like 
a feeling upon his own side of the house, which he (Mr. D.) did not think 
would meet witH any response from the majority of the members of the 
house, or from the country. If there would be any feeling excited, it 
would be one of indignation, that the late Ministry should have come down 
to the house to ask for large sums of money for new works, without giving 
full statements of the true)-condition et thevpublichiinances. Sout tie 
hon. members opposite objected to the grantingof the supplies, because 
it was not stated that the whole of the sum asked was immediately 
required. Did the late Inspector General do so, when he was in power?-- 
Did he not wait a whole year, after he had obtained the money, before 
he showed that it had been required? He (Mr. D.) maintained that they 
were not bound to do so upon the present occasion; but he equally 
maintained that it was the duty of the Government to show the real state 
of the finances of the country. Let them suppose that the expenditure 
of 1848 exceeded the appropriations; was that any reason why the late 
Ministry should have entered into any new works, when they found such to 
be the case? It was their duty to have pointed out the danger of 
entering into any further contracts, until they had provided for the 
previous undertakings; but he believed that the present Ministry were 
prepared to justify the advice given in 1843, with regard to the Welland 
Canal, by Mr. Killaly. They were unjust in inferring) that, because 
that gentleman had not been brought into the new administration, they 
thought he had done wrong. Why was it that none of the charges brought 
against that gentleman could be substantiated; and how was it that 
the first Engineer in the country could not obtain justice from the 
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members opposite, when the report into his conduct left him blameless?-- 
The late Inspector General was one of the Commissioners to investigate 
the charges against Mr. Killaly; but he had thought fit to withdraw from 
the investigation--at least his name did not appear to the report made 
by the Commissioners. 28 


MR. CAYLEY.--The main one is signed by me. But not the supplemen- 
tary report.2? 


MR. DRUMMOND ((continued:)) Then it must have been the latter report 
which he (Mr. D.) had looked at, but he knew that it did not appear to 
(sic) one of the reports. He (Mr. Drummond) maintained that the report 
justified Mr. Killaly's conduct, and how was it that they did not 
employ him? He was prepared to say, that the new Ministry were prepared 
to employ Mr. Killaly, who was admitted to be the first engineer in 
the country--that gentleman was put in a difficult situation,when he 
was called upon by Lord Sydenham to make the estimates for the whole of 
the vast works which were then contemplated; and that, without being 
allowed sufficient time to do so. He then remonstrated with the 
Government that he had not time, nor was his knowledge of the localities 
of those works, sufficient to enable him to make proper estimates, he 
declared they were not such as could be relied upon. Mr. Killaly could 
not, therefore, be blamed, if his calculations did not turn out to be 
correct. There was no engineer in the country equal to Mr. Killaly, 
in professional standing, and he (Mr. Drummond) was certain that there 
could not be a more honest man. He trusted that the present Ministry 
would do Mr. Killaly justice, and procure for the country the benefit 
of his talents. He (Mr. D.) said, that the accusations about the Welland 
Canal did not come with a good grace from the memebers opposite, and the 
present Ministry would be prepared when they came to that house to defend 
the advice they had given. Were the members opposite aware that the 
works were going on in 1844 and did they not tell the house, the country 
was overflowing with wealth when they asked for grants for this improvement 
in the County of Ottawa,--which parts of the country were alone alluded 
to,--he said that they were to blame, because that they did not warn the 
country of the difficulties it would be plunged into, by carrying out 
the undertakings then contracted for. He did not say that they were to 
be blamed for the debts in existence when they entered office, but they 
were to be blamed for the condition in which the country was found when 
they left office. In reply to the assertion of the member for Huron, 
that a more contemptible attack was never made upon any retiring Ministry, 
than that which had been made by the Inspector General, in his report; 
he scarcely thought it was worthwhile to notice it; but he would say, 
that a clearer statement was never laid before the house than that report 
contained. And he put it to the house, whether it was not such a fair 
and candid statement which the member for Huron should have laid before 
the country long ago. He regretted that that member had assailed the 
present Ministry, as he had not intended to enter into any particulars 
on the present occasion, but he now felt it his duty to do so from the 
course he had pursued. In attacking the Ministry, the hon. gentleman had 
also attacked Responsible Government, and now they had had an opportunity 
of ascertaining the fact, that the gentlemen opposite, although they 
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assumed to carry on the Government under that name, were enemies to 
Responsible Government--that was the most flashing part of the hon. 
gentleman's speech. Now the truth would come out--the truth generally 
came out in opposition and occasionally, even on the Government Benches. 30 
It had not been his intention to make any attack on the late Inspector- 
General, but as Mr. Cayley had chosen to go into the subject, and impute 
motives to them, he should now be compelled to reveal the secrets of 

the office3l. He would now produce another document, which would prove 
to the house the successful negotiation of the hon. member for Huron, 
when he went to England to obtain a loan, and which was merely, in 

fact, the balance of the loan obtained under Lord Sydenham.32 ((He 
should)) read a letter just received from the Cashier of the Bank of 
England, by which it appeared that Mr. Cayley had effected a loan of 
£140,000 with the Bank, at 4 per cent, for a period of nine months, and 
that that period had elapsed, and neither principal nor interest had 
been paid.33 


MR. DRUMMOND was about to read the document,when MR. GAYLEY rose and 
said, he wished to know if he was authorized to lay that paper before 
the house; and that, he trusted, that although the Ministry were not 
present, the hon. member would assume the responsibility of bringing 
down all the papers connected with the loan of £140,000 from the Bank of 
England. 34 


MR. DRUMMOND had no hesitation in saying that he would te able to 
bring down all the papers which it was usual to lay before the house. 
The hon. member, then, proceeded to read the document in his hands, which 
was a communication lately received, from the Cashier of the Bank of 
England, addressed to the hon. Mr. Bruneau, as the late Receiver General; 
and which stated that £140,000 had been loaned upon Debentures to the 
Provincial Government at the rate of 4 per cent interest, for a period 
of nine months, and that that period had elapsed and that no remittance 
had. been) received, either on account of principal or interest, “and=that 
he was therefore directed to call the attention of the Provincial 
Government to the matter.35 


MR. CAYLEY said, that he must be allowed in answer to allude to 
other papers connected with the matter, how could they pretend to argue 
the question fairly without having the whole of the papers before them?36 


MR. DRUMMOND said, that the letter established the naked fact, that 
a loan of £140,000 had been obtained for nine months, and that that 
gentleman had not taken the trouble to pay even the interest upon that 
loan, although the principal was due--so that they might induce their 
creditors to give them further indulgence for the principal amount. 
But it did not matter to the hon. gentleman when he was about to 
withdraw from office, whether interest was paid or not, or whether 
they could get further credit or not.3/7 


MR. CAYLEY rose, and asked whether Mr. Drummond was prepared to 
bring down all the papers connected with that transaction. 38 
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MR. DRUMMOND stated he knew of no other papers, that the letter had 
just been placed in his hands and spoke for itself.39 


SIR A. MACNAB wished to know how that letter came into this house. 
Did it come.in consequence of an Address to the Governor General?40 


MR. DRUMMOND.--It had been handed to him by the Inspector General, 
and the Government was responsible for its authenticity.4l 


SIR A. MACNAB.--And this house was responsible for its privileges. 
There were various modes of proceeding in that house, and some were 
inconsistent with propriety.42 


MR. CAYLEY said he could hardly give an opinion of the constitution- 
ality of the course Mr. Drummond pursued, and whether he was not about 
to be equally irregular in following him; but he felt himself compelled, 
in consequence of what Mr. Drummond had read, to allude to papers in 
the Civil Secretary's office, and state all the circumstances connected 
with the transaction. In consequence of the informalities of the 
Debenture Bill, it was found the Debentures drawn in compliance with its 
views could not be made negotiable in the English market, and that he 
had, in consequence, made an arrangement with the Bank of England for a 
loan for nine months, at 4 per cent., until a new Bill could be intro- 
duced, and Debentures issued under the guarantee of the Imperial 
Government, with which to replace the loan. ‘Within a week after his 
return to Canada, Debentures for the whole was (sic) transmitted to 
England, and in compliance with the desires of the Imperial Government, 
a Bill was brought in the Session of 1847; authorizing the Home Government 
to issue Debentures of the same character as those of the original loan 
of a million and a half, as a substitute for the Debentures which had 
been temporarily transmitted to England as securities, and to reimburse 
the Bank. Towards the close of the last year, when it was understood 
that the Imperial Government would place a sum in the Bank of England 
to the credit of the Province, he had furnished a memorandum to be 
transmitted Home, showing that there was an amount of interest due for 
about a twelve-month on this loan of £140,000, for which provision should 
be made; but the precise sum could not be stated, as the Provincial 
Government had received no particulars since the transmission of the 
last Debenture Bill; but assuming the amount would be somewhere about 
twelve months interest on the £140,000,in reply to which the Colonial 
Secretary informed the Government that a sum of £25,000 sterling had been 
placed to the credit of the Province, with the Bank of England, and which, 
it was assumed, would cover the amount of intereston £140,000. And if 
he (Mr. Cayley) was not mistaken, Mr. Drummond had alluded to this fact. 
Mr. Cayley again protested against the course which Mr. Drummond had 
pursued, and observed, if any proof were wanting of the animus in which 
the document lying on the table was framed by the Inspector-General, 
it was to be found in the production of the letter which he had so 
unaccompanied by a single document explaining the nature of the trans- 
action to which it referred.43 


MR. CAMERON.--If the hon. member for Shefford as the organ of the 
Government had thought it right and proper to have produced in that 
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House a letter addressed to a member of the Government in his official 
capacity, he ought to have taken the proper course, and given notice of 
his intention to move an Address to his Excellency for that purpose. 
Then, if other papers were necessary for an explanation, some gentleman 
on his side of the house would be prepared with them; but who could be 
prepared for so important, so unconstitutional a course as that pursued 
by the organ of the Government, when he rises to read a letter, by which 
he makes a charge, when he had before expressly declared it was his 
intention not to do so. Hon. gentlemen on his side of the House had 
felt it would be unfair and unjust, in the absence of Ministers, to 
attempt to embarrass their proceedings; but how did those behave who 
came down with honied words upon their lips, which turned to gall as 
they were uttered. We, said the hon. gentleman have given fairness and 
we ask fairness. We are in a minority now, and if the hon. member 

feels that a majority can act toward (sic) ... as he pleases, does he 
expect that we are to sit silent and hear reflections cast upon us at 
his pleasure; when if the true explanation of the subject of those 
reflections were given they would be our triumph rather than our reproach. 
The hon. gentleman was continually rising in his place and blandly 
observing he wished it now to be understood he was the organ of the 
Administration, and now that he was the hon. member for Shefford, he 
(Mr. C.) wished to know in which of those characters he came to the 
House, and unconstitutionally produced a document which was intended to 
show the late Administration mismanaged the finance of the country without 
accompanying it by any other paper by which the transaction it referred 
to could be understood. Did he imagine the facts of the case might have 
been difficult to explain without the production of papers, and then the 
charge might have gone forth to the country unaccompanied by its refu- 
tation? But the explanation had been given, and it was their duty to 
give it, for on that, they must go to the country. He thought it 
disgraceful that charges should be brought against them when their 
opponents had the means of the contradiction in their own power. All they 
(the late Administration) required was to do as they would be done by, 
to act fairly, and to have fairness shown to them, and on their acts 
they were prepared to stand up fearlessly before the people and to be 
held responsible by them. There was an unjust and indefensible insinu- 
ation in the report of the Inspector General which he (Mr. C.) felt it 
right should be alluded to; he meant the remark on the appropriation in 
the Supply Bill of 1851, of £20,000 for Emigration and Quarantine, which, 
it is to be feared, the Province would be called upon to pay. By what 
right had the Inspector General assumed that the Province would be 
called upon to pay,when there was a perfect understanding with the 
Imperial Government? If they had, why was it not produced to fortify 
the erie coc: and if they had not, by what authority was that assertion 
made? 


MR. RICHARDS addreseed the House.--He thought that a great deal of 
unnecessary warmth had been excited on this occasion. As far as he 
was capable of judging, it was the duty of the Inspector General to 
send down to the House a statement of the liabilities of the Province 
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unaccounted for by the Act of Parliament, and to make provisions for 
their payment. With regard to the peculiar language used, it did not 
strike him that there was any particular animous (sic) exhibited. The 
report of the Inspector General was nothing more than a strait (sic) 
forward document showing to the Governor General and through him to the 
House and the country, what is the actual state of the finances of the 
country, and what would be required for the demands which the Government 
would be called upon to pay. But when he (Mr. R.) had read that document 
and contrasted it with the speech of the late Inspector General now 
sitting on the other side of the House, he had certainly seen a 
remarkable difference between a treasury containing £100,00045 and one 
owing £150,000. (Cheers.) With regard to the sums which the hon. 
gentleman had said were justly chargeable on the Ministry of 1843, it 
struck him, if he had read the Journals of the House correctly, that 
large appropriations had been made by the hon. gentlemen opposite when 
occupying these seats, for other public improvements not then contemplated, 
for whatever object made; some had been foolish enough to imagine that 
they were made to purchase Parliamentary support (loud cries of hear, 
hear,) instead of being applied to discharge the debts incurred before 
that time. When the gentlemen opposite, on coming into a responsible 
position, and examining into the state of the revenue of the country, 
found that anything but a judicious expenditure had been made, if they 
found that a former Government had gone beyond a proper expenditure, 
then they ought to have gone before the country and by stopping46 all 
further improvements, until they were then certain of being able to 
provide for them47 and showing to the country that they had managed the 
affairs well, and with economy, they might have proved that it was 

owing to the misconduct of his hon. friends now in office that the 
revenue was not in the state that it ought to be, and that the debts 
were too large; but instead of that they had gone on making improve- 
ments when they must have known that they would bring the country into 
trouble, 49 and increasing the debts of the country, or rather they had 
omitted to pay the charges which were on the Consolidated Revenue.50 

He ((Mr. Richards)) would rather all improvements were stopped than they 
should get into debt.5l The hon. gentleman had alluded to the School 
Bill of Lower Canada, but did he mean to say that that sum was not 
charged by an Act upon the Consolidated Fund, how could the Inspector 
General make his statement to the House without informing the House that 
that debt had been laid upon the province? (Hear,hear.) The hon. 
gentleman had seemed to say that in the present Administration the 
influence of Upper Canada in the Cabinet was 4 to 7; that was perhaps 
like most of the figures of the hon. gentleman, but he (Mr. R.) was under 
impression that the gentlemen of the two sections of the Province would 
be about equal; he might however be mistaken. As to the course pursued 
by the hon. member for Shefford in reading that letter; he (Mr. R.) was 
a young member in Parliament, and could not pretend to discuss the 

point with the hon. gentlemen opposite, but it seemed to him that there 
was nothing improper in it. He had read the statement of the Inspector 
General, and in comparing it with the speech of the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer at the opening of the session, the contrast had struck him as 
rather singular and remarkable. The hon. member for Huron did not contend 
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that there was a single item on that list which the Government of the 
Province was not liable to pay, and this being the case, if it were 
admitted even that some of the expenditure would not take place for a 
year or two, the Government having come into power, and found that large 
works were entered into, that contracts had been signed, was it not 
right and just towards all parties that provision should at once be 

made for the payment of those contracts, of the sums engaged, and was 

it not the duty of the Government to come down to the House. and ask 

for such credit as would enable them to meet the expenditure incurred? 
(Cheers. ) 22 


MR. DRUMMOND had seldom seen a gentleman more eloquent than the 
hon. member for Cornwall, a gentleman more gifted in becoming eloquent 
and waxing wrath. (Cheers.) The hon. and gallant knight objected to 
the manner of making the statement, and immediately up jumps the hon. 
member and makes a most eloquent harangue. 3 


MR. CAMERON.--As it happens, it was I made the suggestion 
to the gallant knight .>4 


MR. DRUMMOND ((continued)) The suggestion then came from the 
hon. member--if, therefore, the speech was not occasioned by the 
suggestion, the suggestion occasioned the speech. (Hear, hear.) From 
whatever cause it had come, they had seen one of the brilliant displays 
of eloquence which they heard from time to time from the hon. member. 
(Ironical cheers.) However he could make a great deal of eloquence of 
very trifling things; he had the gift in that respect of the poet, 
rather than the orator, for, in general, the orator becomes eloquent 
upon great things, but the poet can range from the greatest things to 
the most trifling immaginable. Now the great accusation, the cause of 
all this eloquence was, that he (Mr. D.) had read from a letter received 
in the Receiver General's office from the Chief Cashier of the Bank of 
England; he maintained that there was nothing unparliamentary in that 
course, he had a perfect right to refer to the letter or not--he had a 
perfect right to refer to any communication received by that Administra- 
trion, or by any member of that Administration, or by any assistant in 
the offices--he had a right to refer to any document seen upon the 
public journals--he had a right to state any fact which he was prepared 
to avouch for on his honour as a gentleman,--and for the authenticity 
of this letter, he would pledge the honour of the Ministry and himself. 
It was not necessary that the document should come into his hands from 
the Clerk of the House--it was not necessary that it should have been 
sent down to the House by the Governor General, to enable him (Mr. D.) 
to read it. But the hon. member for Cornwall, taking up that fallacy, 
had endeavoured to create a great deal of indignation in the minds of 
certain gentlemen who felt most indignant at certain rules of the House 
being violated which were never known before. (Cheers.) He had a 
perfect right to read the letter, and he had done it not to cast 
infamy on the hon. gentleman opposite, but merely to show that that 
hon. gentleman, who had accused the present Ministers of having made an 
unfair statement, and had said that his own management of the finances of 
the country was perfectly right, had effected a loan for which he had made 
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no provision; for it was clear, that if this letter was to be believed, 
no provision had been made for the interest when the hon. member for Huron 
said that the interest was paid. 25 ((He)) denied having stated that 

he had said there was the sum of £6,000 to the credit of the province 

in the Bank of England: it was quite the contrary, the sum was due 

to the Bank56. ((He)) thought it highly probable the Province might 
have to pay the £20,000 alluded to by the hon. member for Cornwall5/7. 

He said that he was not aware of the Imperial Government, having pledged 
itself for the payment of the sum of £20,000 expended upon Emigration 
last year. They had talked as if the sum of £20,000 was all that had 
been spent for that purpose, while nearly £150,000 had been spent. The 
Imperial Government, he was certain, would be willing to pay a large 
portion of the expense, but he did not think it would pay it all--it 

had no right to pay the expenses incurred upon those who had been 
brought into the country for the country's good.28 


SIR A. MACNAB expressed a decided opinion that the manner in which 
the peaee had been brought before the House was unusual and unparliament- 
ary. 


MR. H. BOULTON rose amidst vehement cries of "question." He 
wished to make a few observations. There was an item in the Inspector 
General's account of £22,288, which had been expended during the last 
year by an order in Council without the authority of Parliament. Now, 
it was his opinion that no Government in this country ought to be 
permitted, or have the authority to expend, any sum, large or small,with- 
out the consent of Parliament. When a sum of money had been set aside 
by Parliament to meet the contingencies of Government, they ought not 
to exceed that sum, unless some great public calamity should render it 
necessary for them to assume the responsibility. Now during the last 
year that state of things might have been such as to render it essential 
for the Government to take upon itself to relieve the suffering of their 
fellow-countrymen, but no attempt ought to be made in that House to lay 
down the doctrine that this or any other Ministry might at their discre- 
tion expend the public money, and come to Parliament afterwards to 
approve of it and indemnify them. He, for one, would raise his voice 
against it as long as he had a seat in Parliament.60 


(69) 
The said Resoluttons being read a second time, were agreed to. 


On motton of Mr. Drwnmond, seconded by the Honorable Mr. Boulton, 


Ways and Resolved, That this House do now resolve ttself 
Means. into a Committee, to consider the Ways 


and Means for ratsing the Supply granted 

to Her Majesty. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the said Committee. 

Mr. Bouthillier took the Chatr of the Committee; and after some 
time spent therein, 

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair; 

And Mr. Bouthillier reported that the Committee had come to several 
Resolutions; whtch were read, as follow:-- 
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1. Resolved, That towards ratsing the Supply granted to Her Majesty, 
the sun of One hundred and twenty-five thousand pounds currency, 
be ratsed by Debentures, for the service of the year one thousand 
etght hundred and forty-etght. 

2. Resolved, That towards making good the Supply granted to Her Majesty, 
the sum of One hundred and forty thousand pounds currency, be 
granted out of the Consolidated Revenue Fund of this Province not 
otherwtse appropriated. 

The satd Resoluttons being read a second time, were agreed to. 


Supply Bill. Ordered, That Mr. Drummond have leave to bring 
tn a Bill to grant a certatn sum to Her 
Majesty for defraying certain Expenses of the Ctvtl Government, for the 
year one thousand etght hundred and forty-eight. 
He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House, and the same 
was recetved and read for the first time. 


Ordered, That the Bill be now read a second time; and that the Rules 
of this House be suspended as to the same. 
The Bill was accordingly read a second time; and ordered to be 
engrossed. 
Debentures Ordered, That Mr. Drwnnond have leave to 
BEL. bring in a Bill for ratsing, on the cre- 





dit of the Consolidated Revenue Fund, a 
sum of money required for the Publte Service. 

He accordingly presented the Bill to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the first time. 


Ordered, That the Bill be now read a second time; and that the Rules 
of thts House be suspended as to the same. 
The Btll was accordingly read a second time; and ordered to be 
engrossed. 


Oxford The Order of the Day for the attendance 
Election. of John George Vansittart, Esquire, Returning 


Officer at the late Eleetiton for the County 
of Oxford, at the bar of this House, betng read; 
And the House pee informed that Mr. Vansittart attended at the 
door; he was called inl 


MR. NOTMAN rose and said that in calling the attention of the House 
to the case of the Returning Officer for the County of Oxford, he 
begged to remind the House of the resolutions to which it had already 
come in this case. (The resolutions amending, the return were read.) 
In order that the House and the Returning Officer might know the resolu- 
tion he intended to propose, he would read it:--"'Resolved, That John 
George Vansittart, Esquire, Returning Officer at the last election for 
the County of Oxford, having taken upon himself to return Peter Carroll, 
Esquire, as member for the said County to serve in this Parliament 
contrary to the majority of votes received by him on the poll-books in 
favour of the Hon. Francis Hincks, who ought to have been returned, acted 
illegally, in defiance of the law, in manifest violation of the rights 
of the freeholders of the said County, and in breach of the privileges 
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of this House." He could not in any manner explain to the House what 
could possibly have induced the Returning Officer at the Bar to make 

the return which he had chosen to make. It appeared to him that under 
the election law, the duty of the Returning Officer was clear as the 

sun at noon day. When a gentleman took upon himself the responsibility 
of an office--an office conferred upon him not by force, for he accepted 
it voluntarily and of his own free will--he (Mr. N.) could not conceive 
how it was that any gentleman who desired to discharge that highly 
important and honourable duty, could for a moment forsake the course 
pointed out by law, and adopt proceedings and perform acts totally 
incomprehensible to the community at large. With regard to the duty 

of the Returning Officer, the law pointed out clearly that he should, 

on the nomination day, ask for a show of hands, he should declare that 
candidate who in his opinion had the majority returned, unless a poll 
was demanded by either of the other candidates. In case of a poll 

being demanded, his course was equally clear. In this case there were 
three candidates--Mr. Hincks, Mr. Carroll, and Mr. Campbell. Upon the 
show of hands, the Returning Officer himself declared Mr. Hincks to 

have the majority, and a poll was then demanded by the other gentlemen. 
At that poll the qualifications of all the candidates were given in. 

The Returning Officer upon that occasion accepted the qualification of 
the Hon. Mr. Hincks as complying with the law in all particulars, that 
as far as he was concerned he was satisfied that the law was complied 
with, and that Mr. Hincks was duly qualified and eligible to the suffrages 
of the electors. In pursuance with his orders, the poll-books now 
before the House were made out: certain columns were ruled, wherein 

the name of Mr. Hincks was inserted as a qualified candidate; the names 
of the other two candidates were also inserted. Deputy Returning Officers 
were duly appointed; these poll-books were transmitted to each of the 
Deputy Returning Officers in the Country; the day of voting was publicly 
proclaimed; the poll clerks were appointed, and severally sworn to 
perform the duties which the law imposed on them. The County at large 
knew perfectly well who the candidates were--who the gentlemen were who 
desired to represent them in Parliament; it was known beyond a doubt 
that these gentlemen were admitted by the Returning Officer to be 
according to law, candidates. The poll-books were sent to the different 
polling places; a day was fixed--an extraordinary day--Saturday, the 

lst of January; and Monday, the 3rd, was the day on which it was to 

be closed. On the nomination day (Tuesday, December 28) all the Liberal 
party supported Mr. Hincks. On that occasion, from some intimation, 

a misgiving which they had, they were prepared, if any objection was 
offered to Mr. Hincks' qualification, to maintain their principles, and 
send to this House a man who belonged to their party; they were prepared 
on that occasion to put in nomination a candidate against whom no 
objection could be offered--a gentleman to whom none of these objections 
could apply--When they came to the nomination, however, they found that 
their rights were to be maintained; and that under the security of the 
constitution under which they lived, they had the right and were to 

have the pleasure of electing and returning to Parliament, triumphantly 
as they did, the man of their choice. They went forward to the polls-- 
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their votes were permitted by the Returning Officer--they were everywhere 
recorded by his deputies in their books--and upon the return of these 
books a large majority was found in Mr. Hincks' favour. True, the op- 
posing candidate, Mr. Carroll, exerted himself in representing to the 
electors of Oxford that Mr. Hincks was disqualified;--true, he published 
a placard cautioning people not to vote against him; but the placard was 
on his own responsibility--the Returning Officer had nothing whatever to 
do with it. The electors, however, recorded their votes in the faith 
that they were exercising that right which they would be secure in by the 
law; they went there determined to carry the man of their choice; they 
went there determined, cautious and resolute; they knew that on a former 
occasion they had been defrauded of representation by means the most cor- 
rupt and shameful that could disgrace a House of Assembly. (Loud cries 
of "Hear, hear.")--They were determined, therefore, to proceed cautiously 
and lawfully in the exercise of their right. On the 5th of January--the 
day appointed by the Returning Officer for making the declaration--it 

was whispered about, to the astonishment of every elector,--aye, to the 
astonishment of hundreds of those who voted against Mr. Hincks,--that 

the Returning Officer at the bar had taken upon himself, for reasons best 
known to himself, the audacious, extraordinary and unwarrantable course 
of returning the man with the minority of votes; and here, at the bar, he 
would ask that Returning Officer to account for his extraordinary conduct. 
He (Mr. N.) did not desire to condemn him. If he was able to show to the 
House that his conduct was just and right, he should be as ready as any 
hon. member in the House to acquiesce in the justice of it, and allow 

him to depart honourably from the bar. (Ironical cheers.) But the duty 
which they owed to the electors of Oxford--the duty which they owed to 
the people of Canada--the duty which they owed to themselves--demanded 
that this matter should be thoroughly investigated. (Cheers.) It might 
be alleged, and ... no doubt it would be by the gentlemen opposite, that 
the qualification tendered by Mr. Hincks was insufficient, and that being 
insufficient, he was not in a position to have votes recorded forphim; 
and, therefore, that the proceeding of the Returning Officer was correct. 
Admitting, for the sake of argument, that the qualification was not worth 
a straw--supposing that it was invalid in every particular--yet he would 
not for one moment screen the Returning Officer, or hold him blameless for 
his extraordinary conduct. Whether the document were valueless or good, 
the Returning Officer took upon himself to decide that it was good: he 
induced the electors to believe that Mr. Hincks was a candidate legally 
and duly qualified to receive their suffrages, and upon that assurance 
the electors went forward and recorded their votes; they saw the whole 
machinery of election in full and fair operation, and it was unreasonable 
to suppose--was it an unfair conclusion for them to arrive at--that after 
all these proceedings had been taken, the Returning Officer had intended, 
notwithstanding the delusion and fraud that he was practising upon the 
electors, that the votes polled for the Hon. Francis Hincks should be 
thrown away. In the face of the law, which was clear as the sun at 
noonday, it was strange that this course should have been adopted by 

the Returning Officer--a gentleman, he believed, possessed of common 
sense, and of whom better might be expected. It was most extraordinary 
that after the poll-books had been returned to him, showing a large 
majority--upwards of 300 votes--in favour of Mr. Hincks, that he should 
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have declared all the votes polled for him illegal, and presumed to 
have returned the man in a minority of votes. On the face of his 
return, he stated to the House that the qualification of Mr. Hincks was 
invalid. On the 18th of January, he then addressed the House in a 
letter, in which he stated that having inquired into the law and 
studied the particular case, he had come to the conclusion that Mr. Hincks' 
qualification was invalid--that Mr. Hincks was absent on the occasion, 
and so he had come to the conclusion of rejecting the elected of the 
people and returning the man who was rejected. How were they to come 
to the conclusion that the conduct of the Returning Officer was fair 
and above suspicion? Sympathy had been created for Mr. Vansittart. 

His friends opposite would exert themselves for him; they would send 
petitions. A petition had been already presented giving him the 
highest character. This would doubtless, be brought forward in his 
defence. For his part, he should have been delighted that,the House 
should have been spared the trouble and time that had been wasted in 
this case; that the country should be spared the expense, and the 
electors the mortification, the chagrin and the disgust which they had 
felt. He should be delighted if, instead of being advised dishonestly 
and under the impulse of party feeling, Mr. Vansittart had been advised 
to follow the course which the law required. (Hear, hear.) There was 
a petition presented in favour of that gentleman, look at the petition, 
a petition addressed to the Government and this House, couched in the 
language of complaint and reproach against an independent constituency 
who had presumed to exercise their rights as British freemen, and 
appeal to this House and the British Government for protection. (Loud 
cheers.) The petitioners told the House that they had read with con- 
siderable surprise the strong language made use of at a meeting of the 
District Council, and a large assembly of the inhabitants of East 
Oxford, in favour of seeking the constitutional protection of their 
rights, and punishment for the offender who would rob them of these 
rights. These persons were stigmatized in the petition as persons 
addressing the House in a language too gross to be repeated to this 
House, and what was that language? They charged the conduct of the 
Returning Officer with being atrocious, illegal, and unjust. (Cheers.) 
Could any man come to any other conclusion? Were 1,113 independent 
electors who recorded their suffrages for a man, to be treated with 
contempt and scorn, their votes scattered to the winds like the sand of 
the desert (cheers) and a man of a minority of 400 returned? He asked 
the House not to be influenced by petitions of this kind, or by what 
might be said by friends on the opposite side. (Ironical cheers.) He 
regretted exceedingly the situation of Mr. Vansittart on this occasion. 
This was the place for politics, but when they were met together to 
perform a solemn duty, under the sanctity of an oath, that duty ought 
to be faithfully discharged andall partisanship set aside, and the great 
and glorious privileges they enjoyed ought to be maintained and faithfully 
carried out. (Cheers.) The conduct of the Returning Officer on this 
occasion led him to no other conclusion than that he had been actuated 
by other motives than those which ought to govern a public officer. He 
had no other motives on this occasion than to give a fair trial, an 
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opportunity of fairly explaining to the House why he had acted in this 
extraordinary manner. He hoped that hon. members would come to the 
consideration of this case devoid of all party feeling, and that if 
the Returning Officer was wrong they would not hesitate one moment in 
awarding him the punishment he deserved, and protecting the rights and 
privileges of the electors of the County of Oxford.62 


(69) 

Mr. Notman moved, seconded by the Honorable Mr. Boulton, That John 
George Vansittart, Esquire, the Returning Officer at the last Election 
for the County of Oxford, having taken upon himself to return Peter 
Carroll, Esquire, as Member for the satd County to serve in thts 
present Parltament, contrary to the majority of votes recetved by him on 
the Poll Book in favor of the Honorable Franets Hineks, who ought there- 
fore to have been returned, acted tllegally, in defiance of law,in 
manifest violation of the rights of the freeholders of the satd County, 
and in breach of the privileges of this House. 


SIR A. MACNAB thought the hon. member opposite should state the 
course he intended pursuing, provided the resolution now read was 
carried. He submitted to the house whether it was not the usual and 
proper course to know at the outset what the nature of all the resolutions 
were, which it was intended to propose.63 


COL. PRINCE said it would prevent a lengthened debate which might 
otherwise take place on each separate resolution. 64 


MR. NOTMAN would give no information on the subject.®5 


MR. H. BOULTON was surprised at the hon. and gallant knight. The 
other resolutions must of course depend very much on Mr. Vansittart's 
defense. If it was shown that he had only committed ap error, it would 
only be necessary to admonish him, if however he was proved to have 
acted from corrupt motives he must be more severely punished. 66 


COL. PRINCE said hon. members opposite had adopted the course which 
was now contended for on his side of the house, when they originally 
introduced the Oxford Election to the notice of the House. He con- 
sidered the resolution now proposed was improper, and the course the 
prosecutors were pursuing, wrong.® 


MR. H. BOULTON said the resolution was proper and the course 
right, and was proceeding to relate the opinions entertained at the 
time,by the inhabitants of the counties adjoining Oxford, when he was 
interrupted by ((Col. Prince.))68 


COL. PRINCE ... asked if it was right to endeavour to prejudice the 
members of the House, by reporting what had been said in adjoining 
counties .69 


MR. MORIN decided that the question was in order. It would be for 
the House after examining into the case to decide what punishment they 
would inflict.70 


SIR A. MACNAB deprecated the course pursued by the hon. gentlemen 
opposite in pressing this resolution before giving the individual at 
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the Bar an opportunity to be heard by counsel./1l ((He)) had little 
doubt the indictment (for the resolution was an indictment) would be 
carried, if he were to judge by former proceedings in that house; but 

he protested against the injustice/2. He moved as an amendment,--"That 
a copy of the resolutions of this House respecting the return of the 
Returning Officer for the County of Oxford be furnished to him, and that 
time be given to him till to-morrow, to prepare his answers and defence, 
and that he be informed that he has the permission of the House to be 
heard by counsel."73 


MR. J. S. MACDONALD (Glengarry) seconded the amendment, and urged 
that the resolutions, which were to follow, should be laid before the 
House, as was consistent with Parliamentary usage./4 ((He)) thought 
it right that the Resolutions should be made known to the accused 
person, and that he should have every opportunity to defend himself by 
being made aware of the course intended to be pursued against him./5 


SIR A. MACNAB inserted the words "or that may be adopted by this 
House" into his amendment. /6 


(69) 

Str Allan N. MacNab moved in amendment, seconded by the Honorable 
Mr. Maedonald, and the Question being put, That all the words after 
"That" in the satd Motion, be struck out, and the following substituted: 
"a copy of any Resolutton or Resolutions that may be adopted by this 
House, respecting the Returning Officer for the County of Oxford, be 
furntshed to him; that time be given to him for twenty-four hours after 
the delivery of such Resolutton or Resoluttons to prepare his answer or 
defence thereto; and that he be informed that he has the permission of 
this House to be heard at the bar by counsel." 


MR. RICHARDS opposed the amendment, and thought that the course 
proposed by the hon. member for Middlesex was the right one.--When this 
resolution was passed, it would be read to Mr. Vansittart, and the 
punishment inflicted would be according to his answers and the defence 
he had to make.// 


MR. H. SHERWOOD/8 rose and ... condemned the course hon. members 
were purusing--although he said he knew it would be of little use 
pointing out to them the absurdity, the arbitrary character of their 
proceedings. /9 ((He)) did not intend to enter into a discussion on 
the merits of the charge brought against Mr. Vansittart; it was the 
mode of procedure that he objected to80. ((He)) said the majority 
opposite having brought Mr. Vansittart to the House, and now he was 
there for the first time, they proceeded to make a charge against him. 
Such a proceeding was against all justice. But not only did they commit 
this injustice, but in the worst spirit of tyranny, they not only wished 
to charge him with crime, but to deny him the privilege of defending 
himself by counsel.81 It would be recollected that he (Mr. Sa) nad 
maintained that the practice in England was to resolve at once that 
he had been guilty of a breach of the privileges of the House, and 
then send for him. If that had been done at the time, as it ought to 
have been done, Mr. Vansittart would have known what they had to say 
against him, and be prepared to answer in his defence. But, for the 
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first time, to-night they told him the charge against him, and called 
upon him to answer to that charge without having time to consider his 
defence. He thought the amendment of the gallant knight, which asked 
for delay only till to-morrow, ought to prevail.82 Let Mr. Vansittart 
appear, and tell him he is to be accused, and may make what preparations 
he can for defence; then send him away, pass your resolution, and let 
him come up to-morrow, to answer the charge. 83 The hon. gentleman 

spoke energetically of the high character of Mr. Vansittart, and con- 
cluded by observing that if the proceedings were entered on the journals 
of the House, they would stand forth a glaring contradiction to the 
great right secured to every British subject by the Magna Charta, and 
cause the Province to regret that they ever had a House of Assembly. 84 


MR. J. S. MACDONALD (Glengarry) suggested that the original 
resolution should be passed, and then the resolution of the gallant 
knight. 85 


SIR A. MACNAB declined to withdraw the amendment, as he thought 
that it was the proper course to pursue: he thought the speech of the 
hon. member for Middlesex unfair; the minds of those who were to sit in 
judgment upon Mr. Vansittart ought not to have been prejudiced by such 
a statement. 86 


MR. H. BOULTON thought that the course they were pursuing was 
right; the Returning Officer ought to be called to the bar by this 
resolution, and then he would have an opportunity to defend himself .87 


MR. CAMERON said the proceedings of gentlmen on the minis- 
terial benches were unjust and unprecedented®8, ((He)) would like 
to know from the hon. and learned members from Norfolk or Middlesex if, 
Since the passing of the Grenville Act, the House had proceeded in the 
way in which it was now proceeding, because he thought his hon. and 
learned friends would be unable to find one single precedent. In the 
Grenville Act, and in the Act subsequently passed, whenever there was 
a petition against a Returning Officer, or a charge or statement made 
against him, he had not merely had the privilege of being heard before 
an Election Committee, sworn to decide his case, but he had had the 
privilege of being himself a party to the striking of his Committee. 
He thought his hon. and learned friends would find it difficult to show 
him one instance since the passing of that Act, when a Returning Officer 
had been brought to the bar of the House and there voted guilty of a 
breach of the privileges of the House, without first being heard in his 
defence. That resolution said that his conduct was arbitrary, illegal, 
contrary to law, and against the privileges of the House; but if his 
conduct was contrary to law, the House,in the first instance, judged 
him guilty of a misdeameanor which they had no right to do, before he 
was in a position to be heard. They had included in this resolution, 
not merely that he acted against the privileges of the House, but they 
declared that in making that return he had acted illegally and contrary 
to law: in fact by passing this resolution they pronounced him guilty 
of a misdemeanour which they could not do without permitting him to be 
heard. (Hear, hear.) He should support the amendment.89 
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MR. PAPINEAU opposed the amendment and considered the Parliament 
was justified in its proceedings.90 ((He)) thought that the motion in 
amendment was throwing obstacles in the way of the Returning Officer: 
his friends and advocates in the House were misleading him. In the 
course which had already been pursued by the House, there was sufficient 
enough for him to know and understand for what object he was brought 
there. He knew,and every man in the community knew also, that he would 
not be taken from his home, dragged from a distance, and brought there, 
if he had not infringed the privileges of the House, and that he must 
account to the House for his conduct. The Speaker's warrant which had 
been put in his hands summoning him to appear, was a sufficient accusa- 
tion--putting him upon his guard, and giving him to understand that he 
must be prepared to defend himself. He (Mr. P.) believed that the 
regular course was that he should be called to the Bar of the House, 
the motion read to him, and then it would be for him to determine whether 
he had a better chance of avoiding the punishment which at first sight 
he seemed to have deserved for having so clearly gone out of his duty 
as Returning Officer, by throwing himself on the mercy of the House, 
and saying at once that he was ill-advised--that it was merely from 
ill judgment, and not from intention, that he had done wrong. If he 
wished for delay, it was open to him to express that wish for a 
petition, which might be drawn out in9lthree92 ((or)) four lines, and 
which many of his friends on the opposite side would be ready to 
present,93 and then he anticipated the House would grant it.94 But it 
must come spontaneously from him.95 


SIR A. MACNAB.--It was at the request of the gentleman that I made 
this motion: he desires to have counsel. 96 


MR. PAPINEAU.--It ought not, then, to have come through a member 
of this House. The only way in which he could present himself before 
the House was by a petition from himself, because then they might see 
and understood (sic) and know what was the course in his own judgment 
he thought best to pursue. ?/ But the resolution should first be passed, 
condemning his conduct, which it was impossible to justify. 98 The law 
was so plain, so direct, that even if he had not deemed the qualification 
illegal, when he had not cautioned the electors that they would cast 
their votes away by voting for one not qualified, when on the contrary 
he had in his sounder judgment, in his sounder interpretation of the 
law, seen clearly that it was illegal to question the qualification 
after having called on the electors of the County to make use of their 
rights; under such circumstances, he could not undertake at a later 
period to determine that which every man of common sense must see it did 
not belong to him to determine. If he had not made such an extraordinary 
return--if he had stated the case and expressed the doubts on his 
mind, there might have been some excuse; but he had proclaimed openly; 
he had given out to the County, that there was no objection to the 
qualification--in expectation, it might be that he whom he was determined 
to exclude from the representation would fall in a minority;he had 
acted as he had, it might be, to gratify his own angry feelings; it 
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might be with the hope and expectation that mortification would be 
heaped on the man whom he was determined to exclude from the seat; but 
it was strange that having first come to a clear,sound determination, 
he should afterwards have come to so unsound a decision as he did. The 
time for objection to the qualification, if any was to be made, was at 
the nomination. He concluded by declaring the present course to be 
quite in accordance with British Parliamentary precedents. 99 


MR. H. BOULTON observed that the remarks of the late Solicitor 
Generalwere only applicable in cases where there was a petition against 
the Returning Officer, and even in that he had no right to be a party 
to striking the Committee: it was only at the discretion of the House 
to permit him to do so. But surely it was in the power of the House, 
when they found that a Returning Officer had done wrong, to pass a 
resolution declaring him to be guilty of a breach of privilege, and 
then he might be called to the Bar for the purpose of being heard. The 
precedents quoted did not apply to cases like the present, but only to 
cases in which the Returning Officer had been petitioned against, and 
then the House had permitted them, but not as a matter of right, to be 
a party to the petition, 100 





COL. PRINCE.--The resolution before the chair declared that Mr. 
Vansittart was guilty of an act in defiance of all law, contrary to all 
law, and in infringement of the privileges of the House. That resolution, 
if it passed, as he had no doubt it would, would be resolved without any 
evidence as to the facts stated in it. Hon. gentlemen opposite might 
say the Committee had seated Mr. Hincks; if true, they had done it, and 
he (Col. Prince) had the honor of being the only dissentient voice in 
the Committee; and he should be ready at all times, and under all cir- 
cumstances, to maintain the position which he had taken up in that 
Committee, that Mr. Hincks was not legally qualified.101 


Cheers from the Opposition.102 


COL. PRINCE ((continued:)) It was not competent to the House to 
resolve that Mr. Vansittart had acted in defiance of all law--that he 
had acted illegally, or even partially--without first proving that he 
had done so; and certainly the report of that Committee was no evidence 
of the illegality of his act.--(Cheers.) He (Col. P.) had probably 
acted from misguided judgment, or a deficiency of legal knowledge and 
understanding, but he had given his vote against the seating of Mr. Hincks, 
and against that spurious qualification which he gave in. 103 


Loud cheers from the Opposition.104 


COL. PRINCE ((continued:)) They had no right to bring an individual 
to the bar as they had brought Mr. V., and the only justice they could 
do now to him was to grant him the privilege of being heard by counsel. 
What object could he have in being heard by counsel but to defend himself 
against any punishment which the House ought to award him, but for the 
purpose of convincing the House that that resolution ought not to pass 
without his being heard in his defence. What other object could he have 
in employing counsel? There was a great deal of sound sense in what fell 
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from the hon. member from St. Maurice, in questioning the propriety of 
forcing on the Returning Officer being heard by counsel without his 
request or consent: but his (Col. P.'s) difficulty upon that path was 

at once removed when the hon. and gallant knight from Hamilton rose in 
his place and said that it was Mr. Vansittart's desire to be heard. He 
would not go as far as the hon. gentlemen opposite, who said that the 
Returning Officer had "advocates" on this side of the House, or at any 
events not when their advocacy would go contrary to their duty as 
Legislators; still there were individuals on that side who, when a 
Returning Officer was brought five or six hundred miles from his home, 
asked that a resolution should not be passed without his being heard by 
counsel. (Cheers.) The hon. member for Middlesex, in moving this 
resolution, entered into a long detail of what he supposed to be facts, 
by means of which, and by his eloquence, he had seduced the minds of 
many hon. members; but on some of these facts he had been misinformed; 
for he (Col. P.) would state, from the very best authority--from 
information on which he placed the greatest reliance--that the Returning 
Officer, when this qualification was given in, in the form in which it 
was received it under protest, saying that he would file it to abide his 
judgment, after reflection and advice. He hoped and trusted that under 


all the circumstances of the case, the House would give him an opportunity 


of being heard by counsel, which hearing would perhaps prevail upon them 
to abandon the resolution now proposed. (Cheers.)105 


MR. DRUMMOND thought that there was not one word in the resolution 
proposed by the hon. member for Middlesex in which every gentleman who 
had at all considered the circumstances of the case could not concur in. 
Whatever might be the opinion of any hon. member with reference to the 
motives from which Mr. Vansittart had acted, no man, unless he were the 
hon. member for Essex, could hesitate to say that he had, having returned 
Mr. Carroll instead of Mr. Hincks as representative for Oxford, violated 
the law and the privileges of the House. He was astonished to hear the 
hon. member for Essex, who styled himself an English gentleman, and as 
Such ought to be conversant with the usages and customs of the British 
Parliament, shire his wonderment that this House should come to any 
resolution--1l0 


COL. PRINCE.--I never used the word wonderment. (Laughter.) It does 
not belong to my vernacular. It was not to be found in an English 
dictionary, though it may be Canadian. (Laughter. )107 


MR. DRUMMOND.--The hon. gentleman certainly used an expression very 
like it; astonishment perhaps. Perhaps the hon. gentleman would allow 
him to make use of the expression. For one, he (Mr. D.) did not mean to 
say that he had used the word, but he certainly did express a good deal 
of astonishment and wonderment, that this House should directly come to 
the conclusion that Mr. Vansittart had acted contrary to the law, without 
giving him an opportunity of proving that which it would be impossible 


for him to do. (Hear, hear.) An "English gentleman," an "English lawyer, 


ought to know that when it appeared in the face of matters that an 
individual had violated the law, he might be heard in examination of his 
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offence. (Hear, hear.) -He conceived that the amendment was contrary to 
the usages and customs of Parliament,--he maintained that no person was 
ever at the Bar of this House without having previously petitioned. 

The hon. member for St. Maurice, with his well known experience in these 
matters, had called the attention of the House to this fact, and he 

(Mr. Drummond) had looked into the matter and into authorities, and he 
heard that there was no example of any person being allowed to address 

the House by counsel without having previously petitioned for it. The 
ordinary rules of the House should not then be violated in this instance. 
It would be easy for any friend of Mr. Vansittart's to present a petition, 
but unless a petition was presented he must vote against his being heard 

by counsel.--He should vote against it at any rate, he should vote against 
his being heard upon this resolution; he had nothing to do with this 
resolution. He could not interfere with the expression of public opinion 
by the Housel08. Hon. members opposite had talked of justice for the 
Returning Officer, but he demanded justice for the country. First, do 
justice to the country, and then proceed to do justice to) Mr: Vansittart.109 
If he could show that although he had violated the law and the privileges 
of Parliament, that he had been led into error, and had not done it willfully, 
then for one he (Mr. D.) should be ready to grant that he should be 

heard by counsel in explanation. And now to another point. He was 

sorry the hon. member for Essex had thought proper to refer to the proceed- 
ings which had taken place on an election committee, and to say, "I for 

one voted in such a way, and Mr. So and So in that way," he believed it 

was not irregular to do so, but he would tell that hon. member, since he 
had referred to it, that he ought to remember that the reason which incited 
that committee to declare the petition of Mr. Carroll "frivolous and 
vexatious,'' was that one hon. and learned member of that House--upon that 
committee--had declared that he considered the qualification of Mr. Hincks 
was not pursuant to the requirement of the statute. The members of the 
committee thought therefore that if an hon. and learned member of the 

House could after mature consideration form an opinion, in our judgment 
extraordinary, we ought not to decide the petition frivolous and vegatious. 
That was the sole reason which influenced them, therefore any hon. 
gentleman who said that Mr. Vansittart's conduct,in refusing the qualifica- 
tion, was justifiable or right, placed himself in opposition to the 
decision of that committee. He thought therefore that they would be per- 
fectly consistent in declaring that Mr. Vansittart had violated the privileges 
of the House and been guilty of such a breach of the public confidence as 
should call down punishment upon him, at the same time that they declared 
Mr. Carroll's petition not frivolous and vexatious. 110 


COL. PRINCE contended that the Election Committee were not secret, and 
that there was nothing unusual in declaring what tcok place there. The 
Committee had unanimously agreed that Mr. Carroll's petition was not 
frivolous or vexatious; and if Mr. C. had good ground for appeal and 
petition in the House--and if the Committee, after great difficulty, decided 
that Mr. Hinck's qualification was good, but that Mr. Carroll's petition 
was not frivolous--surely that was some argument in favour of the Returning 
Officer's conduct. (Hear, hear.)111 


Sep 


MR. CAMERON quoted any number of precedents and authorities to prove 
that a Returning Officer had a right to be heard by counsel without 
petitioning.112 


SIR A. MACNAB demonstrated the injustice of the proposed Ministerial 
proceeding.113 


MR. ARMSTRONG said he rose for the purpose of saying he felt, in this 
instance, compelled by a sense of justice, to vote against his friends.114 
((He)) did not think it fair that the Returning Officer should be brought 
up and condemned before being heard in his defence: he did not think it 
fair that he should be accused and immediately condemned without having 
an opportunity of vindicating himself and bringing forward witnesses on 
his behalf.115 


Cheers from the minority.116 


MR. ARMSTRONG ((continued:)) The decision of the House, once passed, 
would go upon the Journals and could not be recalled: he would be con- 
demned, by a resolution of the House, unheard. (Cheers. )117 


MR. DRUMMOND insisted that in voting for this resolution,they were 
following the mode of proceeding invariably adopted in England. It was 
no condemnation of Mr. Vansittart: it merely stated the fact that he had 
committed an act contrary to law.118 


Ironical cheers of "Hear, hear," from the minority.119 


MR. DRUMMOND ((continued:)) How often men committed acts which were 
contrary to law without being guilty of wrong. They on this side of the 
House, in voting for the motion of the hon. member for Middlesex, were 
only following the invariable course in England in these matters. Gentle- 
men opposite ought not, therefore, to drag them before the country as 
being guilty of injustice and impartiality; he, for one, did not stand 
in that position. They did not declare Mr. Vansittart guilty of a 
misdemeanour.120 


SIR A. MACNAB.--Yes, you do.121 
MR. DRUMMOND.--No, they did not.122 
SIR A. MACNAB.--I say, you do.123 


MR. DRUMMOND.--Every man who voted with the majority on a former 
occasion when this election was before the House, and now declared that 
Mr. Vansittart had not committed an act contrary to law, placed himself 
in direct contradiction. (Hear, hear.) If the person at the bar wished 
to be heard by counsel, he must obey the rules of the House and petition. 
(Hear, hear.)124 


(69) 
The House divided; and the names being called for, they were taken 
doum; as follow:-- 


YEAS. 
Messteurs Armstrong, Badgley, Cameron, Cayley, Christie, Cuthbert, 
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Daly, Macdonald of KINGSTON, Str Allan N. MacNab, Matloch, Meyers, Prince, 


Robinson, Sherwood of TORONTO, Stevenson, and Webster.--(16.) 


NAYS. 


Messteurs Beaubten, Bell, Boulton of NORFOLK, Bouthtllter, Cauchon, 
Chabot, Chauveau, DeWitt, Drwnnond, Duchesnay, Dumas, Egan, Flint, 
Fortier, Fournier, Fourquin, Guillet, Hail, Holmes, Jobin, Johnson, 
Laurin, Lemteux, Lyon, Maedonald of GLENGARRY, Marquis, Mongenats, 
Morrison, Nelson, Notman, Papineau, Richards, Sauvageau, Scott of BYTOWN, 
Smith of DURHAM, Smith of WENTWORTH, Taché, Thompson, Watts, and Wetenhall.-- 
(40.) 

So tt passed in the Negative. 





The main question was then put by MR. MORIN.125 


MR. ARMSTRONG would vote for the original motion, since the amendment 
was lost,.126 


MR. H. SHERWOOD127 said, since the House had now resolved to proceed 
with the condemnation of the Returning officer, he supposed it was of 
little use to illustrate the absurdity that hon. gentlemen opposite were 
committing. They were not attempting to bring Mr. Vansittart to their 
bar for trial, but they were passing sentence upon him; and then, after 
condemnation, declaring he should be tried for the offence. What could 
be said of such proceedings? They were contrary to reason; contrary to 
common sense; contrary to the proceedings of any court or any other 
Parliament. Could it be the intention of this Parliament to convict the 
Returning Officer before they tried him? He could not believe it; he 
thought hon. gentlemen opposite must misunderstand the effect of the 
resolution they were about to pass. He could not imagine it possible that 
the hon. mover could intentionally commit so great an injustice. You, 
said the hon. gentleman addressing the opposite benches, summon a man to 
appear at the bar of this House, and before you ask for explanation, you 
decide that he is guilty. You convict him first, and ask him to defend 
himself afterwards. It was as contrary to all principle, and however 
much he regretted occupying the time of the House, he could not give a 
silent vote. How had Mr. Vansittart acted in making his return? He 
believed, from all he knew or heard of this question, he had acted on 
the best advice he could get. If this be the case he could be guilty of 
no crime; he could have no intention of wilfully doing wrong, and without 
intention there could be no crime. In your resolution, you assert, he 
acted in defiance of the law. To assert this is to say that Mr. Vansittart 
knew the law. What possible right have you to assume this to be the 
fact? This resolution is of a piece with the whole proceeding in this 
Oxford election case; and not only had the conduct of the Ministerial 
majority been grossly unconstitutional in this House, but he had been 
credibly informed that, at one time, 128 it had been proposed and canvassed 
about to issue a new writ for the county of Oxford before deciding on 
Mr. Carroll's petition.129 But this was one step too far for even the 
hon. Members opposite. The hon. Member spoke ... in favour of Mr. Vansittart, 
and pronounced him incapable of committing a corrupt action. You bring 
him, said the hon. gentleman, to the bar of this House to explain his 
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conduct, and pass judgment on him before he appears. Suppose when you 
hear his defence, you admit he is innocent, will you reverse your judgment? 
No. There it will stand upon the journals of the house, and Mr. Vansittart 
may vainly endeavour to wipe away the stain. And this gross injustice is 
to be committed through what hon. gentlemen opposite call proceedings of 
Parliament. In the opinion of these hon. gentlemen the privileges of 
Parliament are to overbear all reason; to overrule all Courts of Justice; 
to run rampant through the land at the will of the merciful majority; that 
no one shall know where they begin, or where they may end; that they may 
deprive a man of trial by jury, that great right secured to every British 
subject by Magna Charta, and cause the nation to regret they ever had a 
House of Assembly.130 


MR. NOTMAN had never heard of such a proposal ((as Mr. Sherwood spoke 
of)) before; it had certainly never been contemplated or canvassed by 
him, 131 


MR. RICHARDS had heard many extraordinary things connected with 
elections, but the speech of the hon. member for Toronto was one of the 
most extraordinary. After hearing the hon. gentleman's arguments in the 
Beauharnois case, he had understood him to say, as well as the gallant 
knight for Hamilton, that by bringing the Returning Officer to the bar 
and putting interrogatories to him before the House had declared him 
guilty of a breach of privilege, was most irregular and unconstitutional. 
(Loud cheers.) They had been told that the course which they were to-night 
pursuing would have been perfectly Parliamentary, the House first declaring 
the party at the bar guilty of a breach of privilege, because persons were 
not supposed to know what were the privileges of the House--they were in 
their own power and possession--they therefore declared the party guilty 
of a breach of these privileges, and brought him to the bar to answer the 
charge.132 ((He, Mr. Richards)) assert((ed)) his ignorance of Parliamentary 
usages; butl33 he was sure that any gentleman acquainted with Parliamentary 
law would concur with him that this was the course usual to be pursued. 

It certainly would strike one accustomed to the proceedings of common 

law as strange, that a party should first be declared guilty of a breach 

of privilege and then be called upon to answer; but he believed that it 

was the Parliamentary law, and he certainly gathered that conclusion from 
the arguments, energetic and forceful, of the hon. member of the city of 
Toronto on the Beauharnois case; therefore he had never been more surprised 
that (sic) when ((the)) hon. gentleman argued as he had been doing to-night, 
for it seemed to him that the views and position he took in the Beauharnois 
case were quite contrary to those which he was taking now. (Cheers.) The hon. 
member said that there must be a charge; it seemed to him that it was for 
the House to decide upon the charge. It was argued that they were now the 
tribunal who made the charge and the judges who tried it; it might be so, 
but it must invariably happen in all cases connected with a breach of the 
privileges of the House.134 


MR. STEVENSON said a few words!35 against the resolution. 136 


MR. CAMERON opposed the tone, the feeling, and the character of the 
proceedings of the hon. gentlemen opposite, and asserted that not one 
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instance could be given in which an election case had gone before a 
Grenville Committee, unless that Committee made a special report concerning 
the conduct of the Returning Officer, before any subsequent proceedings 

had been taken by the House. He contended a Returning Officer was not a 
mere machine to add up figures; but that his office was judicial as well 

as Ministerial. The hon. gentleman cited many authorities for his opinion. 
He contended that, despite the decision of the Committee, the qualification 
of Mr. Hincks was insufficient from being out-dated. He argued the 
Returning Officer was judge of the facts, and quoted cases in which the 
British Parliament had so decided; he alluded to a petition in favour of 
Mr. Vansittart which had been presented to the House, by 250 or 300 of the 
supporters of Mr. Hincks, and concluded by denouncing the injustice of 

the whole proceedings, and his determination that right should be done to 
the Returning Officer by a jury of his countrymen, and in a Court where 

the judges would not refuse the aid of counsel, which had been so tyrannically 
denied by the honourable gentlemen on the Ministerial Benches.13/ ((He 
declared)) his determination, in case it was proposed to punish Mr. Vansittart, 
of moving an amendment that an address be presented to His Excellency 
praying him to direct the Attorney General for Upper Canada to the 
information against Mr. Vansittart, in order that the decision of the 

Court of Queen's Bench might be taken as to the question of the 
qualification.138 


MR: H. BOULTON ..: spoke in favour of the resolutionl39, 


MR. J. SCOTT (Bytown) said that the hon. member for Cornwall had stated 
his intention in case this resolution passed, to move that the matter be 
referred to the Court of Queen's Bench. He did not know whether the hon. 
gentleman meant to raise this as a bugbear to frighten the members of the 
legal profession from Upper Canada, or that side of the House from exercising 
their judgment. But if he did, it would fail most signally. (Cheers.--) 
Had the hon. member not been guilty of one of those quibbles which so often 
disgraced that House, he would have seen that the Queen's Bench could not 
have decided this matter otherwise, for this reason:--When the qualification 
was entered, a poll was allowed, and the polling took place; so that if 
Mr. Vansittart had any objection to the qualification of Mr. Hincks, he 
waived it by allowing the polling. This being the case, the hon. and 
learned member for Cornwall must know as well as he (Mr. Scott) did, 
that the Court of Queen's Bench would not take the matter up. They were 
there now not to decide if the qualification was good or bad--that question 
was already determined by a competent tribunal--but simply to try Mr. 
Vansittart for the course he thought proper to pursye with regard to the 
return, and this resolution must be passed in order to arrive at the 
point they desired. For this reason he would support the resolution before 
the Chair; and if Mr. Vansittart should then require to be heard by counsel, 
he should be one of the first to grant it to him; but Returning Officers 
must not be allowed to play with the privileges of the House, and trample 
on their rights. (Loud cheers.)140 


MRL LYON™.2. Ct cnen spoke. ))141 
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(69) 
The Question being then put on the main Motion, the House again 
tvtded; and the names being called for, they were taken down; as 
wes 
follow:-- 


YEAS. 


Messteurs Beaubten, Bell, Boulton of NORFOLK, Bouthtllier, Cauchon, 
Chabot, DeWitt, Drummond, Duchesnay, Egan, Flint, Fortier, Fournter, 
Fourquin, Guillet, Hall, Holmes, Jobin, Johnson, Laurin, Lemteux, Lyon, 
Macdonald of GLENGARRY, Marquis, Mongenais, Morrison, Nelson, Notman 


Papineau, Richards, Sauvageau, Seott of BYTOWN, Smith of DURHAM, Smith 
of WENTWORTH, Taché, Thompson, Watts, and Wetenhall.--(38.)) 


NAYS. 


Messteurs Badgley, Cameron, Cayley, Macdonald of KINGSTON, Sir 
Allan N. MacNab, Mulloch, M'Connell, Meyers, Prince, Robinson, Sherwood 
of TORONTO, Stevenson, and Webster. --(13.))14 

So tt was resolved tn the Afftrmative. 

Mr. Notman moved, seconded by the Honorable Mr. Boulton, and the 
Question being put, That John George Vansittart, Esquire, do appear 
forthwith at the bar of this House; that the foregoing Resolutton be read 
to him; and that he be heard in hts defence. 











Cheers and counter cheers.143 


COL. PRINCE said it was little use now contending for justice to 
Mr. Vansittart: and he should advise him if his advice were of any use 
that the only chance for him now wasto throw himself upon the mercy of 
this most merciful house. There was no other course, justice was out of 
the question.144 


SIR A. MACNAB said he considered this summary condemnation rather 
sharp practice, however, let it go as it was. His side of the House could 
do nothing against the will of the majority opposite.145 


(70) 
The House divided; and the names being called for, they were taken 
dowum, as tn the last preceding dtviston, 
So it was resolved in the Affirmative. 
John George Vansittart was then called, and appeared at the bar 
forthwith; and the said Resolution having been read to him, 





MR. DRUMMOND urged that Mr. Vansittart should petition to be heard by 
counse1146, 


But the proposition was ... repulsed by SIR A. MACNAB.147 


(70) 
he addressed the House; 


I appear, said MR. VANSITTART, 148 at the Bar of this hon. House to 
answer for my conduct as Returning Officer at the late Oxford Election, 
and I assure the hon. House that until this moment I was ignorant how it 
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would be treated; and when I entered the House I was hurt and surprised 

to find the course it was proposed should be pursued by adopting the 
resolution which has just been read.149 When he first ... heard the 

manner in which it was to be treated, and the grave way in which the 

House would take it up, he confessed he was desirous of being allowed the 
assistance of some counsel in the matter. However, the House had now 

passed the resolution against which he would have prayed to be heard, and 

it was now only left to him to explain as briefly as he could, the cir- 
cumstances connected with the election, to endeavour to exculpate his 
character from the charges thrown upon it, and not to defend in a legal 
point of view that which the House had already decided against. In the 
first instance, he would mention that the appointment of Returning Officer 
of the County of Oxford was never sought by himself or his friends; and 

the first intimation of it was the communication announcing the appoint- 
ment.150 f objected to accept ats I had’ no désire to. actein that wcapacity, 
and used all exertions to be relieved from so doing, but finding my 

efforts vain,I resolved, to the best of my ability and conscience, to do 

my duty.151 He immediately went to a friend--a gentlemen (sic) of the 

legal profession in Woodstock--to request that he would direct his attention 
to the laws on the subject, and at the same time express his great disin- 
clination to act. It was represented to him, however, that this refusal 
might cause some embarrassement to the Government, and that it would be 
unseemly for him to embarrass them, as he held office under them: he had, 
therefore, consented toactl°2, It would be unseemly to me to assert my 
decision was right, now that this hon. House has decided against me; but 

I can declare that throughout the Election I endeavoured to actl53 an open, 
impartial, honourable and upright part, notwithstanding what had been said 
to the contrary. He immediately consulted with his friend upon those 

points of law which were to regulate his conduct, and his attention had 

been called to the fact that if the hon. candidate, now Inspector General, 
had not returned at the time of the election, there might be some question as 
to the qualification.154 I ... heard the qualification intended to be 
produced on the part of Mr. Hincks was dated long before the Election.155 
This was the fist occasion on which his attention was directed to the 

point: he looked minutely into the Acts of Parliament and such Statutes 

as were at hand; and it appeared to him, that in the event of the Hon. 
Francis Hincks not being present, there would be a difficulty in the 
casel56, that ... ((the qualification)) would be insufficient; but if on 
that qualification I allowed votes to be taken, and did not return the 
candidate having the majority, my decision might be questioned.157 He then 
took the advice of another legal gentleman in his own neighborhood,158 in 
Hamiltonl°? and that advice quite concurred with what had appeared to him 

to be the law, viz.: that if the qualification produced was long ante-dated, 
it would not be valid.169 I was still disinclined to take upon myself the 
great responsibility of rejecting it, and thought it my duty to obtain an 
opinion of the highest legal offices of the Crownl61, as he felt entitled 

to dol62, J addressed a letter to Her Majesty's Solicitor General1l63 whom 
he had the honour of claiming as an old friend. Not being sure whether that 
gentleman was in Montreal or Toronto, he addressed his letter under cover to 
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a friend at Toronto, requesting himl64 that, if Mr. Cameron was not in 

the neighborhood, it should be sent to Mr. Sherwood. In writing this 
letter,ein solicitine his opinion, Tvasked it not for party purposes, 

but because I honestly believed that in the difficulty in which I found 
myself a resort to the legal advisers of the Crown would be my proper course. 
From what cause I cannot say, the letter never reached its destination; 

I obtained no answer.16> The day of nomination came on; butl66 my anxiety 
on this point soon became greatly lessened; I ascertained that Mr. Hincks 
was in Montreall6/, he therefore considered the difficulty at once set at 
rest, and assumed, as he naturally might, that the hon. gentleman would 
forward a qualification sworn to, since his returnl68 before the day of 
nominationl69; and when, on the day of nomination, a qualification was handed 
to him, and he read it over and found that it was drawn out some time 
previously, he was quite taken by surprise. He could scarcely have con- 
ceived that when the gentleman was himself in Montreal, a qualification 

so long ante-dated would have been handed to himl/0, I, therefore, argued 
that the non arrival of another was a miscalculation as to the time 
occupied by the post, or to the badness of the roads, or some delay of 

the parties who it ought to be entrusted with; I confidently expected a 
fresh qualification would arrivel/1 before the polling day. He velteved, 
then, as he did now, that the law permitted a candidate to present a qual- 
ification up to the hour of going to the polll’72, 1 considered I should be 
injuring and acting unjustly ... to Mr. Hincksl/3, ((to)) those in 

Mr. Hinck's interestl74, and ((to)) the constituency by preventing a Poll 
on his behalf;175 and it might have been supposed that if he had refused 

to admit that gentleman as a candidate, he desired to exclude him from the 
representation of the county.176 I, therefore, withheld my judgment, 

and received the qualification offered, under protest.1// Hon. members 
were wrong in stating that he received and accepted the qualification; 

he did no such thing:178 I was asked by the gentleman acting for Mr. 
Hincks, as to what course I should adopt; I replied: I should file the 
qualification and allow the election to proceedl/9 and then endeavour to 
find out the law of the case and take further advice.+89 At the close of 
the Poll, I still reserved my decision, for I could not resolve what 
return it was my duty to make under the peculiar circumstances, and with 
the conflicting opinions I heard around me. To the best of my judgment 

the qualification was bad; but I took further advice froml81 2 professional 
gentleman from Hamilton; and seeing by the papers that his friend, the 
Solicitor General, was to leave Toronto on a certain day for the county 

of Kent, he had determined to be in Woodstock and endeavour to see him as 
he passed through. Accordingly, he saw him whilst he stopped at the inn 
having his horses ee and obtained his opinion with regard to the 
point of qualification 82 | the interview lasting little more than fifteen 
minutes.1§3 Mr. Cameron had produced legal authorities, and referred him 
to precedents which he had with him, and also to precedents in English law, 
in some of the English law works on elections, and also to the clauses 

in Acts of Parliament, and stated that he had no doubt in his mind, and 
thought that there could none in anybody's, that his (Mr. V's) course 

must be perfectly apparent from the points of law to which he had referred, 
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He gave no directions; he merely gave his legal opinion, and referred 

most distinctly to different law books and Acts of Parliament, and 

again to the English laws and precedents, and made it conclusive to him 
(Mr. V.) that he was right in reserving his decision on the day of 
nomination. Accordingly184 after much anxious deliberation I made up 

my mind in what manner to act; I felt confirmed in my previous opinion, 
that Mr. Hinck's qualification was invalid, but I reserved that opinion, 
and never declared it either to friend or foe, until this day of declaration, 
when I185 went to the Court Housel86 ((and)) returned Mr. Peter Carroll. 
The House has decided I made, an improper return, but they have also 
decided it was corrupt and in defiance of the law. I think I can make it 
clear that this was not the case. For days before the declaration I knew 
the result of the Upper Canada Electionsl8/7. He knew well then that this 
House would be adverse to the party who had appointed him,188 I knew 

the majority of this House would be adverse to my decision; I knewl89 
equally well ... that the Hon. Francis Hincks would be at the head of his 
party; that he would, from his talents, be certain to assume a high position 
amongst those who would be called to powerl90 and that I should make a 
powerful enemy .191 He was, therefore, sure that what he was doing was 
hazardous to his personal interests, and was likely to be injurious to the 
Conservative cause generally, and especially in Oxfordl92, Had I acted 

for my own interest or for the interest of the party, which it is said I 
have corruptly supported, I should have returned the present Insp. Gen., 
because I felt certainl93 and ... stated ((so)) at the time, that194 my 
decision would perpetuate that gentleman's seat for Oxford for three or 
fourl9> Parliaments to comel96, but I did what I thought right, I acted as 
my conscience told me I ought to actl97, He had acted not from impure 
motives: he had made the return according to what he believed that the 
law required, as he was accustomed to act up to what he believed to be 
right, and to do his duty without attempting to weigh other considerations, 
or to calculate what might be the consequence. He knew well, in making 
that return, that he was doing what would serve neither him nor his; but 
he felt that it was his right course: and though the hon. gentleman who 
moved the resolution which condemned him, had thought proper to pour con- 
temptl98 reproachl99 and contumely on his head, yet he could assure that 
hon. gentleman, that he had been actuated by motives as high and honorable 
as any which he had ever known in his own breast. (Cheers.)200 


(70) 
and was subsequently examined; as followeth:-- 
By Mr. Notman, 
1. Were you the Returning Offtcer at the last Election for the 


County of Oxford?--I was. 

2. Were Peter Carroil, Esquire, the Honorable Francis Hincks, and 
Robert Campbell, Esquire, candtdates at the said Election, and were they 
severally proposed and seconded as such, and was a show of hands taken 
thereat?--These three Gentlemen were candidates, and there was a show of 
hands. 

3. On a show of hands, whom and whtch of the satd candidates did you 
declare as having the majority?--The Honorable Francis Hincks. 
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4. Was a Poll demanded on behalf of etther or both of the candidates-- 
the satd Peter Carroll, and the satd Robert Campbell?--It was demanded on 
the part of both. 

5. Was the Qualtficatton of the Honorable Franets Hineks demanded on 
the day of nomination; and by whom was it handed to you on his behalf?-- 

It was demanded; and, I think, handed me by Mr. Brown, but of this I am 
not certain. 

By Mr. Prince, 

6. Did Mr. Brown then state to you that he was authorized by Mr. 
Hineks to put tn the Declaratton?--I do not remember that he postttvely 
expressed it. 

By Mr. Notman, 

7. Dtd you accept tt, and did you send out Poll Books to your several 
Deputtes with the name of the Honorable Francis Hineks entered in them as 
a properly qualtfted candtdate?--I filed the Qualificatton;--I say no to 
the latter part of the questton. 

By Mr. Prince, 

8. Did Mr. Brown at any time during the electton, represent himself 
as the agent of Mr. Hincks; and tf so, did he produce any authority from 
Mr, Hineks to support hts representation to that effect?--Mr. Brown sent 
hts name to me tmnedtately before the proceedings of the nominatton, 
desiring to act as Mr. Hineks’ friend, whtch I allowed; but he produced 
no authority to that effect. 

By Mr. Morrison, 

9. Dtd you instruct or intimate to your Deputy Returning Officers, 
that the Honorable Francts Hineks was a candidate for whom they were to 
recetve votes?--No. 

By the Honorable Mr. Boulton, 

10. Were the Poll Books prepared with colwms for the names of the 
candidates, and tf aye, was there, or not, a colwm with Mr. Hineks' name 
entered at the head thereof, as a candidate?--I directed the two or three 
elerks or persons employed to prepare Poll Books, to rule colwms for the 
eandtdates, lots, townships, and remarks, and to head them for the different 
Townshtps. 

11. Was there any notice or intimatton given by you to the Deputies, 
relating to Mr. Hineks' Qualtficatiton?--No. 

By Mr. Rtehards, 

12. Was the name of the Honorable Francis Hineks tnserted as a candidate 
in the Poll Books sent out by you to your Deputies at the said Election, 
and before the satd Poll Books were given to the satd Deputies?--Not by 
my orders. From conversations had sinee with some of the Deputies, I believe 
tt was tnserted itn some of them, but tt had not been by me. 

13. Were you,or not, aware at the time that the satd Poll Books were 
sent to your Deputtes, that the name of the said Franets Hineks was 
tnserted in them, or some of them, as a candidate?--I do not remember 
whether it was the case; but tt may have escaped my attentton, as I did not 
constder tt a matter of tmportance whether tt was the case or not. 

14, Did you, or not, examine the said Poll Books before they were sent 
to your Deputtes, to see tf they were made out according to law?--I 
examined the proof page as a pattern for the rest, to see if tt was correct, 
on whteh there was no writing. 
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By Mr. Notman, 

15. Are the several letters, respectively bearing date the sixth day 
of January last, the ftfteenth day of January last, and the etghteenth 
day of January last, accompanying the Poll Books, the Writ of Election, 
and the Return thereto, in your handwriting?--They are. 

By the Honorable Mr. Boulton, 

16. Dtd you cause a colwnm to be prepared, or were you aware whether 
or not a column was prepared, for the name of Mr. Carroll._as a candidate, 
or dtd you constder that of no tmportance?--In the proof page that I 
examined, there were three colwms, but whether Mr. Carroll's name was 
written there I know not: I thought it of little tmportance. 

By Mr, Morrtson, 

17. Dtd you or dtd you not intimate to your Deputy Returning Officers, 
who were the candidates nominated at the Election; tf yea, state the names 
of such candidates; tf nay, who gave your Deputies the names of the can- 
didates for your Poll Books, to the best of your beltef?--Indeed I did 
not; for the matter was of such notortety, that I thought «tt quite unnecessary. 

By the Honorable Mr. Boulton, 

18. Look at the Poll Books now shewn to you. Were they prepared 
under your direction tn the form in which they now appear?--I belteve they 
are in accordance with the proof page of whteh I have spoken before, and 
on which there was no writting. 

By Mr. Rtchards, 

19. Look at the first page of the Poll Books for the several townshtps 
now shewn to you, and say in whose handwriting are the names of Carroll, 
Hineks, and Campbell, at the head of each of them?--I really cannot say: 

I recognize some of them in the handwriting of Mr. Fequett, my clerk at 
the time, the only one whose handwriting I was familiar with. 

By Mr. Morrison, 

20. What are the names of the candidates whose notoriety you have 
referred to in a former answer; and whose names you did not think necessary 
to intimate to your Deputies on account of such notortety?--Mr. Hincks, 

Mr. Carroll, and Mr. Campbell. bY cee 

By Mr. Notman 


SS 

21. Had you any legal advice for the course you pursued; and, if so, 
from whom did you receive that advice, and thetr names?--Legal opinion, 
in conversation, I had from several; and, directly, from Mr. Hughes, a ' 
barrister, formerly at Woodstock, and now at London; from Mr. Cameron, 
Late Solicitor-General; and, in an indirect manner, from Mr. Hatt, a 
barrister at Hamtlton. 

By Mr. Smtth of Durhan, 

22. Did you give the electors to understand, at the time of the 
nomination, that you should hold votes given to the said Honorable Francis 
Hineks as thrown away, and that you considered him ineligible?--I have 
before stated that I had then reserved my opinton upon the Qualtfication. 

23. Did you not say at the nomination, that the question of Qualifica- 
tton would be left to thts House for decision?--I belteve not. 

And then he was dtrected to withdraw. 
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(7i2 
On motion of Mr. Notman, seconded by the Honorable Mr. Boulton, 


Ordered, That the further constderation of the case of John George Vansittart, 
Esquire, Returning Officer at the last Election for the County of 
Oxford, be postponed unttl to-morrow. 


Ordered, That George Brown, Esquire, do attend this House to-morrow, to 
be examined as a witness, touching the matter of complaint against 
the said John George Vansittart, Esquire. 





Contingenctes Resolved, That an humble Address be presented 
of the House. to Hts Excellency the Governor General, 


praying that His Excellency will be pleased 
to tssue hts Warrant in favor of Willtam Burns Lindsay, Esquire, the Clerk 
of this House, for the sun of Nine thousand five hundred and sixty-four 
pounds currency, towards defraying the Contingencies of thts House; and 
assuring Hts Excellency that this House will make good the same. 


Ordered, That Mr. DeWitt, Mr. Cauchon, Mr. Smith of Durham, and Mr. Smith 
of Wentworth, do present the said Address to His Excellency the Governor 











General. 
Orders Ordered, That the remaining Orders of the day be 
deferred. postponed until to-morrow. 


Then, on motton of Mr. Notman, seconded by Mr. Smith of Wentworth, 
The House adjourned. 


FOOTNOTES: 21 MARCH 1848 
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The debate on this matter was reported by: HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 

5 April 1848, copied from MONTREAL HERALD, PILOT, 25 March 1848, 
PACKET, 7 April 1848, MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 March 1848, and MONTREAL 
TRANSCRIPT, 25 March 1848, in accounts containing some speeches which 
are identical, and some which are omitted from the PILOT's, the 
PACKET's, the MONTREAL GAZETTE's, and the MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT's ac- 
counts and abbreviated in the PACKET's account; PILOT, 28 March 1848; 
and BRITISH COLONIST, 7 April 1848, whose columns have been cut 
away, and whose account is in some respects similar to, although 
shorter than, the PILOT's account, 28 March 1848, and in other 
respects is identical to the MONTREAL GAZETTE's account, 24 March 1848. 
Commentaries may be found in PACKET, 14 April 1848, copied from the 
PILOT, 23 March 1848. The debate was described by PILOT, 23 March 1848, 
as-"warm:.. almost angry. 

MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 25 March 1848. 

PILOT, 28 March 1848. 

MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 25 March 1848. 

PILOT, 28 March 1848, 

MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 25 March 1848. 
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IBID., 23 March 1848, noted that Cayley "spoke with great warmth". 
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IBID., which gave the figure as £14,000. 

PILOT, 28 March 1848. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 5 April 1848. 
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The debate on this matter was reported by: MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 
25 March 1848; PILOT, 28 March 1848, and L'AVENIR, 30 March 1848, 
in identical accounts, except that in L'AVENIR, some speeches have 
been omitted entirely; HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 8 April 1848, copied from 
MONTREAL COURIER, CHATHAM CLEANER, 11 April 1848, and MONTREAL 
GAZETTE, 24, 27 March 1848, in accounts which are identical, except 
that in the CHATHAM GLEANER some speeches have been omitted entirely; 
PILOT, 25, 30 March 1848. MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 23 March 1848, noted 
the debate and provided a commentary. LA MINERVE, 23 March 1848, 
gave the following explanation for only providing a summary of the 
debate: "Comme la langue francaise n'a pas pris beaucoup de part 
a ces débats, qui d'ailleurs étaient passablement ennuyeux, et vu 
aussi que la chose regarde spécialement le Haut-Canada, nous ne 
ferons qu'en donner la substance." The discussion on this matter 
"lasted for several hours" according to PILOT, 25 March 1848. 
PILOT, 28 March 1848. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 March 1848. 

MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 25 March 1848. 
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IBID., which commented that Sherwood spoke "long and energetically". 
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MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 March 1848, added: '"We regret that from the 
low tone in which this gentleman gives utterance to his sentiments, 
we could scarcely distinguish a syllable, much less understand his 
arguments." 
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MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 March 1848, whose reporter observed in a note: 
"This gentleman harangued the assembly in a remarkably calm and 
dispassionate manner; but whether he was addressing the Speaker 

or a large book before him on which he kept his eyes constantly 
fixed, it was impossible for me to determine." 
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23 March 1848, reported: 


"ata ‘Late hour". 


WEDNESDAY, 22 MARCH 1848. 
3 O'Clock A.M. 





CT) 
Leave of ORDERED, That Mr. M'Connell have leave to absent 
absence. himself from thts House during the remainder 
of the present Sesston, on urgent private 
business. 
Contingenctes Resolved, That an hwnble Address be presented to 
of the Sesston. ts Excellency the Governor General, praying 


that Hts Excellency will be pleased to tssue 
hts Warrant tn favor of the Speaker of thts House, for the sum of Five 
thousand pounds, to enable him to defray certain Contingencies of the 
Sesston, already voted, and to be provided for tn a Btll of approprt- 
ation to be passed tn the present Sesston. 


Ordered, That Mr. Chrtstte, Mr. DeWitt, Mr. Notman, and the Honorable 
Mr. Badgley, do present the satd Address to Hts Excellency the 
Governor General. 


On motion of Mr. Christie, seconded by Mr. DeWitt, 


Sesstonal Resolved, That the Sessional allowance to Members, 
Allowance and for the present Sesston, be Fifty pounds, to 
Mileage to those who have not been absent without leave 
Members. for more than twenty days; and mileage at the 


rate of ten shillings for twenty miles, in 
coming to Parltament, and the sane tn returning home. 


MR. DRUMMOND2 announced that a message had been sent down from His 
Excellency the Governor General stating His Excellency's intention to 
prorogue Parliament this day, at half-past three o'clock.3 


(22) 
Mr. Speaker communteated to the House the following Letter:-- 


Government House, 
Montreal, 22nd March, 1848. 


His Excelleney Str, 

intends to pro- I am commanded by the Governor General to tn- 

rogue the form you, that it ts Hts Excellency's tntentton, 

Legislature. should the state of the public bustness permit, to 
prorogue the Provincial Legtslature, to-morrow, 

at half-past three o'clock. 


I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 
Yours most obedtent humble servant, 


T. Edmund Campbell, 
Major. 


The Honorable The Speaker 
of the Legtslative Assembly, 
&e. &e. &c. 
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Petition Mr. Meyers brought up the Petition of the Munt- 
brought up. etpal Counetl of the District of Neweastle, praying 


that both secttons of the Province may be placed 
upon the same footing with respect to the payment of the expenses of 
the Administration of Justice; and latd the same upon the table. 
Supply Btll. An engrossed Bill to grant a certain sum to 
Her Majesty for defraying certatn Expenses of the 
tvtl Government, for the year one thousand etght hundred and forty-etght, 
was read the third time. 


Resolved, That the Bill do pass. 


Ordered, That Mr. Drwnmond do carry the Bill to the Legtslattve Counetl, 
and desire thetr coneurrence. 


Debentures An engrossed Btll for raising, on the credit 
BLL of the Consolidated Revenue Fund, a sun of money 


requtred for the Publte Service, was read the 


© 
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hat the Bill do pass. 


Drummond do carry the Bill to the Legislative Counetl, 


and destre thetr concurrence. 


Petttions read. Pursuant to the Order of the day, the followtng 
Pettttons were read:-- 

Of J. M. Lamothe, Mayor, on behalf of the Muntetpal Counetl of the 
County of Richelteu; praying that the place of meeting of the satd 
Counetl may be changed from the Parish of St. Dents to the Partsh of 
Obs UUrs. 

Of F, Tremblay and others, of Bate St. Paul; praying indemnification 
for expenses tneurred by them as Contractors on the Road known as Le 
Chemin des Caps, between the Partshes of St. Joachim and Bate St. Paul. 

Of N. Tétu and others, of the Parish of Trots Pistoles; praying atd 
to complete the Road from the Riviére des Trois Pistoles to Lake 
Temtscouata, and for the construction of wharves and landing-places below 
the Harbour of Quebec. 

Of J. S. Damour and others, Pilots for and below the Port of Quebec; 
representing the dangers tnetdent to them and thetr families from feve 
and other diseases, in consequence of their detention on vessels at 
Quarantine, and praying reltef. 

Of Richard Martin, Prestdent, and others, on behalf of the 
Agricultural Soetety of the County of Haldimand; praytng that the satd 
County may enjoy the same privileges as Agrtcultural Districts. 

Of Willtam Baker and others, Trustees of the Dunhan Htgh School; 
praying the usual atd tn support of that Instttutton. 

















MR. MORIN4 ... retired for a short interval, and, on resuming 
the Chair, stated that it had been intimated to him, that the committee 
on the Cornwall election was in sitting,at a quarter to 7 o'clock. 
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(71) 
Cormmatltl The House being informed that the Select Commit- 
Electton. tee appotnted to try the mertts of the Petition 
ecomplatning of an undue Election and Return for 
the Town of Cornwall, was sttting; 

The Honorable Mr. Sherwood moved, seconded by the Honorable Mr. 
Badgley, and the Question being put, That the Members of the satd 
Committee be requested to attend in thetr places in thts House, wtth 
a view of proceeding wtth the business of the House. 

The House divided; and the names being called for, they were taken 
doun; as follow:-- 


(72) 
YEAS. 


Messteurs Badgley, Curtstte, Crysler, Cuthbert, Laurin, Str Allan 
N. MaeNab, Mallock, M'Lean, Meyers, Robinson, Sherwood of TORONTO, and 
Webster.--(12.) 


NAYS. 


Messteurs Beaubien, Bouthtliter, Cauchon, Chabot, DeWitt, Fortier, 
Fournter, Fourquin, Guillet, Holmes, Jobin, Laterriére, Lyon, M'Farland, 
Morrison, Nelson, Notman, Papineau, Seott of BYTOWN, Smith of DURHAM, 
Smith of WENTWORTH, Thompson, and Wetenhall. (23.) 

So tt passed tn the Negative. 

Mr. Speaker then left the Chatr. 

And when the satd Committee had returned to the House, 

Mr. Speaker reswned the Chatr. 





Message from A Message from the Legtslative Counetl, by John 
the Council. Fennings Taylor, Esquire, one of the Masters tin 
Chancery :-- 
Mr. Speaker, 


The Legislative Couneil have passed the following Bills, without any 
amendment, VtZ:-- 


Expiring Laws Bill intituled, "An Act to conttnue for a limited 
BLL. time the several Acts and Ordinances therein mentioned, 
and for other purposes:" 
Debentures Btll, tntttuled, "An Act for ratstng, on the 
Lee eredit of the Consoltdated Revenue Fund, a sum of 
money required for the Public Service:" 
Supply Bill. Bill, intituled, "An Act to grant a certain sum to 


Her Majesty for defraying certatn Expenses of the 
Civtl Government, for the year one thousand eight hundred and forty 
etght:" And also, 


Montreal In- The Legislative Counctl have passed the Bill, 
corporatton intituled, "An Aet to amend the Laws relating to the 
Btitl. Ineorporatton of the City of Montreal," with an 


Amendment, to whieh they destre the coneurrence of 
thts House. 
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4nd then he wtthdrew. 


Ratlways and Str Allan N. MacNab, from the Standing Committee 
Telegraph on Ratlways and Telegraph Lines, presented to the 
Lines. House the Second Report of the satd Committee, which 


was agatn read at the Clerk's table; and ts as 
followeth:-- 

Your Committee have dtrected thetr anxious attentton to the subject 
of Ratlway extension through Canada--a subject whose wnportance cannot 
be overrated, and in favor of whteh the publte votce has conclusively 
declared itself. That Ratlways are of the greatest asststance in 
developing the resources of a country, both agrteultural and commercial, 
has been too fully established in Great Britain and the United States, 
to require discusston. Thts Province ts naturally well adapted for the 
construction of Ratlways, and would be benefttted by them in an equal, 
tf not greater, degree than any other country. with great facritttes 
for foretgn and tnternal commerce during the summer season, by means of 
tts magntficent chain of water communteation, Canada labors under great 
disadvantages from the complete cessatton of bustness, and exeLuston 
from the markets of Europe oes tts tong winters. 

These disadvantages can only be overcome by a well-arranged and 
comprehensive system of Ratlroads, whtch would allow of an active and 
uninterrupted trade, both foretgn and domestic, being carried on for 
the whole year, and tn that respect would put tt upon a par with the 
netghbourtng States 
e Pee lines of Ratlway whitch at present press themselves 
a ittentton, as being of primary inportance, and connected 
er ral prosperity of the Provinee, are: 

get. ‘The line extending from Quebec westward along the north shores 
of the R¢rver St. Lawrence mee Lake Ontarto to Toronto, from that City to 
Hamilton, and from thence along the Great Western Ratlway to Windsor, 
oppostte Detrott in the State of Michigan. 

énd. The Ratlroad projected, and now in progress of construction, 
from the St. Lawrence, oppostte Montreal, to the Province Line, and 
there to be connected with another Road, also tn progress, running to 
the City of Portland tn the State of Maine, and on the Atlantte seaboard. 

3rd. The Ratlway connecting the Cittes of Halifax and glebec, and 
Es: through the Provinces of Nova Seotta and New Brunswick. 

There are several other lines of Railroad proposed, all of great 
uttltty to thetr respective localities; but the Committee have not taken 
them tnto constderatton, as they are generally of a limited extent, and 
may be safely left to private enterprize. 

The first line naturally divides ttself into five Sections. 

Beginning at Quebec, the ftrst Sectton will terminate at Montreal, 

a distance of about 180 miles. Wo Charter has yet been obtatned for 

this portton of the line, nor any steps taken to obtatn one. The St. 
Lawrence and Atlantte Ratlraod Company propose to run.thetr Road through 
the Eastern Townshtps for seventy miles, to Melbourne, on a course towards 
Quebec, It remains yet to be settled whether it would be preferable to 
extend thts Road to Quebec, or to construct a separate one on the north 
bank of the River. No surveys having been made of this sectton, the 
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probable expense cannot be esttmated. 

The second Section, from Montreal to Kingston, a dtstance of 180 miles, 
ts another necessary link tn the great chain of Ratlway communication. 

A Charter was obtained for ~t tn 1845, but the Company has not yet 
organized ttself, nor have any surveys or estimates been made. A 
Ratlway has been finished from Montreal to Lachine under a separate 
Charter. By thetr Charter, this Company are bound to transfer their 
Ratlroad, on certain specified terms, to any other Company who will 
extend tt onwards towards kingston, and shall have bond fide expended 
the sum of £100,000 on such extenston. This Section, connecting as it 
does, the great chain of Lakes with the chtef commercial City of Canada, 
and with the Atlantte navigation, will undoubtedly command a large and 
tuerative trade. It will probably, tn a few years, be intersected by 
a Ratlway running from Bytown to Prescott, and connecting the Ottawa and 
St. Lawrence. The Ogdensburg Ratlroad, with its terminus opposite 
Prescott, will also contribute to tnerease tts trade. 

The thtrd Sectton extends from Kingston, 165 mtles along Lake 
Ontario, to Toronto. A charter has been obtatned for this Road, and a 
preliminary survey made, estimating the probable cost of the work at 
£865,000. The prospects and advantages of thts Road are stated at length 
tn the Prospectus of thetr Company, and the Report of thetr Engineer 
published in 1846. t wtll be connected at Kingston, with "The Rome, 
Watertown, and Cape Vincent Railroad," in the State of New York, by 
means of Steam Ferries over the St. Lawrence, and a short Ratlroad of 
seven miles across Wolfe Island. A complete Ratlway commmtication will 
thus be established between Kingston and the Atlantic Cittes of Boston 
and New York. 

Active exertions are now being made by the Port Hope and Peterborough 
Railroad Company, to commence thetr undertaking, which will intersect 
the main Road at Port Hope, and pour into tt the large and tnereasing 
trade of the Newcastle ana Colborne Districts. 

A Charter has also been granted for the fourth Sectton, connecting 
Toronto with Hamilton. The length of thts portion of the line ts about 
40 miles; but tts construction has not been begun, nor have the Company 


(73) 
as yet made any preparattons for that purpose. 

The fifth and last Section has been for some years before the pubite, 
as "The Great Western Ratlway." 

This great undertaking cannot be better described than by the 
following extracts from the able and elaborate Report of Mr. C. B. Stuart, 
the Chtef Engineer, of the 1st September last:-- 

"The Stockholders of this Company control the destiny, and may 
appropriate the profits of a line of Ratlway, 228 miles tong, under a 
Liberal Charter, with a right to exact Toll without legal restriction, 
to make various important branches running through a dtstrtet of country 
highly favoured by nature, and oceupying a stte, whieh for attarnment 
of speed, and the future economy of working, ts unsurpassed in this 
country or Europe. Commencing on the west, at the head of Lake Erzve, 
where daily Steamers connect tt with all the shores of the great Upper 
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Lakes, and the fertile lands of the Northwestern States, and a Ratlway 
now nearly fintshed, completes the line through the heart of Michigan, 
touching on tts route, and by tts trtbutartes, at conventent Ports on 
Lakes St. Clatr, Huron, and Ontarto, and terminating tn the east on 
Niagara River, where two Ratlways and a noble Canal form tts conttnuation 
to New York and Boston; and Lake Ontario and the St. Lawrence furnish 

an independent channel to Montreal and Quebec. Thts work seems destined 
to absorb the traffte of a wider regton than often falls to the share of 
any single enterprtze." 











Agatn Mr, Stuart says:--"It ts a work running through the Western 
Peninsula of Canada, which depends for its support-- 
Ist. On the trade and travel of the St. Lawrence and Lake Ontarto, 


brought from the east by numerous steamers to the mouth of the Nragara 
River, and to the City of Hamilton at the head of the Lake. 

2nd. On that of the State of New York, brought by the Erte Canal to 
the foot of Lake Erte and Niagara River, near the Falls. 

3rd. On thatbrought by extsting Ratlways from the Cittes of New York 
and Boston, and the other ports of the New England States, through the 
centre of New York, to Buffalo and Niagara Falls, destined for Mrehigan 
and the North Western States. 

4th. On the traffie and travel brought by steamboats from Lakes 
Michigan, Supertor, and Huron, to the western termint of your Road. 

5th. On the trade and travel of the States of Michtgan, Illinois, 
and the Misstsstppt Valley, brought to the same potnt by the Michigan 
Central Railway, soon to be completed to Lake Michigan, opposite Chteago. 

"These are the great contrtbutors to the support of your work--the 
tines already in activity, whtch diverge from tts extremittes towards 
he east and west--quite independent of the wealth and resources of the 
tmmnedtate district traversed by the improvement itself, by far the most 
populous and fertile portions of Canada West, whtch this line must 
control, without rival, or the probability of future rivalry. 

Ample Surveys whitch have extended over every route, offering any 
pretenston to authorize tts exploration, have led to the coneluston 
that there ts no appropriate ground on which to place a competitor 
on either side of that whtch has been recommended for your adoption." 

The main trunk line of the Great Western Railway extends from Hamtlton 
to Windsor, a distance of nearly 186 miles, and wtll cost, according to 
the Engineer's estimate, the sum of £989,853. 

A branch from thts matn line runs from Hamtlton, 42 mtles, to the 
Niagara River, at the estimated expense of £248,767. Another branch 
extends to Port Sarnta, at the foot of Lake Huron. This branch is 
about 50 miles long, and will cost £166,410, making the total estimated 
expense of the Great Western Ratlway and Branches, £1,404,930. 

It appears from the petttton of the Company to the Legtslative 
Assembly, presented to thts House during the present Sesston, and referred 
to the Committee, that the Capttal Stock of the Company ts £1,500,000, 
divided into 60,000 Shares of £25 each; of those Shares, 20,725 are held 
tn England, on 10,000 of whitch five per cent, has been patd in, and on 
the remaining 10,725, five shillings sterling per Share has been paid 
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tn; that 5000 Shares are also held tn this Provinee, on which five per 
cent has been patd; that the amount taken by the Contractors will be 
about 8,847 Shares, making in the aggregate, 34,572 Shares. It also 
appears by thts memorial, that the right of way for the most part has 
been aequtred by the Company; that spactous depot grounds have also 
been secured at Windsor, Chatham, Lobo, London, Ingersoll, Woodstock, 
Parts, Dundas, Hamilton, Grimsby, St. Catharines, and Niagara River; 
that the portions of the ltne from Hantlton to Ntagara, and from London 
to Windsor, have been placed under contract at rates under the estimate 
of the Engineer; and that the Contractors take, tn payment, one-fourth 
of the amount of thetr contracts tn the Capttal Stoek of the Company 

at par; that a commencement has been made on both these Secttons; that 
the Sectton tn the City of Hanilton has also been contracted for ata 
price below the Engineer's estimate, taking one-fourth in Stock as part 
payment,--whteh work has also been commenced; that a Company ts now 
formed who wtll take the restdue of the line from Hamtlton to. London 

on similar terms, and at the estimate of the Engtneer,--thus placing 
the enttre ltne under contract to responstble Contractors, for a sum not 
exceeding the estimated expense. 

The Company have already expended about Fifteen thousand pounds, and 
are vigorously prosecuting the work as fast as their limited means will 
allow. 

The second great line ts that known as "The St. Lawrence and Atlantte 
Rattroad." The whole dtstance from Montreal to Portland, the two termtnt 
of the Ratlway, ts 280 miles, of whitch 130 ite tn Canada, and the 
remaintng 150 in the United States. Two Incorporated Compantes--one 
Amertean, "The Atlantic and St. Lawrence," and the other Canadian, 

"The St. Lawrence and Atlantic Ratlroads"--have undertaken to complete 
this line. Though quite uneonnected as to stock, liabtitttes, and 
profits, and in every respect independent, these Compantves have a 

common object and similar tnterests--act tn perfect unison with each 
other. The cost of constructton of the Jotnt Line ts estimated £1,750,000; 
and that of the Canadian Sectton at £825,000. 

The advantages of thts line are thus desertbed by Mr. A. C. Morton, 
the intelligent Engineer of the Ratlway:--"With reference to your Road 
as a great thoroughfare, tt occuptes a most remarkable posvtion, 
connecting as tt does the St. Lawrence and the Atlantic, at a potnt 
where the New England Coast approaches nearest to the Western Waters; and 
having a large and populous city at either terminus, with capactous 
harbours, and a rich intervening country, tt cannot fatl to be one of 
the most important and profitable Roads yet commenced. From its pecultar 
position, tt never can be subject to competition. It ts the shortest 
and cheapest channel through whieh the travel and trade of the Provinces 
ean reach the seaboard. With a long line of natural and artifietal 
communteation, connecting Montreal with the Western Waters and the far 
West, tt cannot be doubted that the completion of thts last link will 
change enttrely the channel of trade, open new resources, and add vastly 
to the bustness of the Public Works of the Province, and to the wealth 
and enterprize of the country through which tt passes. To the City of 
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(74) 
Montreal, tt ts of vttal tmportance; sttuated as she wtll be, at the foot 
of thts long line of communicatton on the one hand, and within ten 
hours rtde of one of the best harbours of the Atlantte coast on the other, 
she must unavortdab ly receive large accesstons to her trade and commerce, 
and a vast tncrease of wealth." 

The Capital Stock of the Company ts £600,000, divtded into 12,000 
shares of £50 each. Of thts Stock, 4083 shares have been subsertbed mn 
Canada, 750 shares more wilt be absorbed tn the contracts for the portton 
of the Road under construction, and 700 shares rematn on the list 
subscrtbed tn Great Britain, making a total of 5493 shares, and forming 
Qa Capt Ear vey Bip s Vide Annual Report, 1847. 

It appears from the last Amual Report of the Directore, of the 19th 
January, 1848, that the right of way for the first thirty miles, has been 
adjusted with 304 of the landowners. The first divtston of the. work, 
Lying between the St. Lawrence and Richelieu Rivers, a dtstanee of 
stxteen mtles, ts tn progress, and expected to be finished in August 
next. From the Richelteu to St. Hyacinthe the grading ts tn a state 
of much forwardness, and the bridge over the Richelteu nearly completed. 
The total anount of expenditure by the Company, to ist November last, 

Was EEL Sot TSS: 9d. 

The prospertty of that part of the Province through whieh this 
Road will pass, has hitherto been greatly retarded from the want of 
water communteation with tts chtef market, Montreal, and the consequent 
great expense of land carrtage over the ordinary country roads. Thts 
dtsadvantage will be overcome by the Railroad, whtch will, at all seasons, 
give the tnhabttants of the netghbourt ng Counttes, a speedy, safe, and 
cheap means of access to market. The route as surveyed passes through 
the Counttes of Chambly, part of Verchéres, Rowville, hee Hyactnthe, 
Shefford, Sherbrooke, and Stanstead, and in the picintt ty of Richelteu 
and Drummond, all of whieh Counttes will be matertally benefitted by 
the constructton of the Ratlway; and tt may be stated with confidence 
that at least 140,000 inhabitants of the Province will be dtrectly 
benefitted by thts undertaking, wtthout any reference to tts favorable 
beartng on the tnterests of the Province at large. Vide Statistical 
Statement submitted to Parliament tn 1844. 

The third and last great line of Ratlway ts that connecting Halifax 
and Quebec, and passing through Nova Seotta and New Brunswick. 

Your Committee are happy to learn, from the Speech from the Throne 
at the begtmntng of the Sesston, that the Engtneers to whom was entrusted 
the survey of thts tmportant route, have discovered a good and practicable 
line of Road. 

The Provinee may therefore expect that the Impertal Government wtll, 
ere long, take thts great nattonal undertaking tnto tts most favorable 
consideration. Your Committee have no data on which to form a sattsfac- 
tory opinton as to the probable cost or proftts of the line. 

The expense has been variously estimated from three and a-half to 
five mtlltons. To this Province tt will be of immediate benefit, as 
securing an aecess to the Ocean, and the means of communtcattion with 
the Mother Country at all seasons of the year, without betng ltable to 
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the tneonventences which artse from the passing through a Foretgn Country, 
and will especially ensure us the regular and uninterrupted passage of 
the Matls to and from Europe with as much expedition as by the route 
through the United States, and without the annoyances lately suffered 
from the Postal dtfferences between that country and Great Britain. 

Our Stster Colonies will parttetpate tn these advantages, and the 
Road will be in a greater degree beneficial to them, as passing through 
the settled parts of thetr country, and gtving them a large and lucra- 
tive way business. Convinced of this, Nova Seotta and New Brunswick 
have entered upon the project with great vigour and enthustasm. 

To Imperial interests this Road ts of paramount importance, as 
affording the only sure Milttary communtcation wtth Canada during the 
winter months, and as the means of employing and settling a large mumnber 
of the surplus labouring populatton of the Empire. The magnitude of 
thts undertaking ts such, that the united actton of the three Provinces, 
atded by the Mother Country, wtll be required tn order to carry tt through. 
And Your Committee can now only say with respect to tt, that they are 
well assured that Canada will meet the vtews of the other Provinces in 
the most liberal sptrtt, and wrll heartly concur tn such measures as 
may be jotntly agreed upon. 

With respect to the two first lines of Ratlway, which may be con- 
sidered as exclustvely Canadtan; Your Committee fear that, from the cost 
of their constructton, and the want of capital tn the Provinee, they 
cannot, within any definite pertod, be completed by private enterprize. 

It may also be constdered as certain that the large anount of capttal 
required for the unfintshed and projected Ratlways tn Europe, and the 
present depresston tn the money market in England, wtli prevent British 
Capttalists from tnvesting their montes in such dtstant enterprizes, 
on the credit of the Works alone, however favorable may be the prospects 
of a profitable return. 

Unless, therefore, some assistance ts afforded by the Provinetal 
Government, Your Committee are apprehensive that the eompletion of these 
Works will be postponed to an indefinite pertod, and that the Province 
must submit to see ttself fall behind the rest of the world tn the 
great march of improvement; and with all tts natural advantages, to stnk 
tnto a hopeless infertortty in compartson wtth the netghbouring States. 

The Great Western and the St. Lawrence and Atlantic Ratlways are 
both applicants for aid from the Provinee, and should the Government 
think themselves justified in entertaining the proposttton at all, Your 
Committee would respectfully recommend that such atd should, tn the first 
place, be granted to these two Railroads, as being now tn actual progress. 
The rematnder of the great line from Quebec to Hantlton might afterwards 
be asststed as etreumstanees would permit; and Your Committee are of 
optnion that the suecess of the two Ratlways above mentioned, when 
fintshed, will be so deetded as to induée Capitalists, by degrees, to 
undertake the whole line. 

Three modes by which the Provineial Government might assist these 
Companies are suggested by the Directors of the Great Western Ratilroad. 
Ist. By a direct loan on the securtty of the Road and Property. end. 

By taking stock to a specified amount; and, 3rd. By guaranteeing six per 
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cent, interest to any Capitalists taking the Stock and completing the 
Works. 

Your Committee are fully impressed with the conviction that these 
Railroads can only be completed by the hearty concurrence of the Government, 
and that such coneurrence must be regulated by a prudent regard to the 
state of the Finances of the Province, and the preservation of the Pubite 
Credtt. 

It ts not therefore the desire of Your Committee, nor ts it within 
their province, to do more than invite the serious attentton of the 
Legislature and Government to these propositions, and to submit them for 
thetr most favorable constderatton. 


(78) 

Whenever the Government may feel themselves justified to take up tne 
subject, with a vtew to grant the asststance prayed for, Your Committee 
are of opinton that the guaranteeing of the legal interest to Capitalists 
will be found the least objecttonal mode. 

Increasing the debt of the Province by a large loan may have a pre- 
judtetal effect on the Public Credit; and the objections to the Province 
becoming a Stoekholder in these works, in connectton with private Capitalists, 
are also obvious. 

It would appear from the applicattons of the two Companies, that a 
million of MONEY y in addition to their present funds, would enable them 
ies sh thetr undertaking 3 and that were the Government to guarantee 

interest on that amount, the Stock so guaranteed could readily be 
ed of at par. 
ts confidently expected that these two Railroads will, when 
ted, return an amp Le revenue; and that the Province wtll never be 
d upon to advance a farthing on thetr guarantee. 

But ‘Looking at the subject tn tts worst potnt of view, even tf the 
Railroads, or etther of them, did not for the first few years meet the 
whole interest on the anount guaranteed, the Province would only be liable 
for the deficiency, Your Committee are decidedly of opinion, that under 
no etreunstances could such defictency exceed three per cent of the tnterest; 
and tn such case the whole amount of the annual liability of the Province 
would not be more than £30,000,--a sum of no importance when compared with 
the great objects attained. 

Your Committee, tn concluston, beg leave to call the attention of the 
Legislature to the able and satisfactory letter of Mr. Lot Clark, of 
New York, of the Ist March, 1848, to Sir Allan N. MacNab, the President 
of the Great Western Railroad Company , hereunto annexed, shewing to what 
extent and in what manner similar enterprizes have been aided by the 
States of the neighbouring Unton. 


vl 

dispos 
cE» 
comp Le te 
ealled 


New York, March ist, 1848, 
To Str Allan MacNab, 
President of the Great Western Railroad. 


SIR,--In reply to the ingutries: 
1. Whether tt would be beneficial to the Company to apply for, and 
recetve a loan through the atd of Government, to assist in the construction 
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of your work, with reference to the value of the Stock? 

2. Whether tn my optnion such atd could be afforded by the Government, 
conststently with the public interest and the exercise of its proper 
functtons ? 

38, Whether similar atd had been afforded in the United States, and 
tf so, what had been tts effects upon the public interest? 

I would state that the answer to the first inquiry must depend on the 
expense of construction, and the amount of business which would probably 
be done on the road to be constructed. For the purpose of satisfying 
myself on these points, I have carefully examined the Report of Major 
Stuart to the Board of Directors of your Company, dated ist September, 

1847, which has been furnished me. I have scrutinized the Survey reported 
on, as the only means tn my power to ascertain the probable expense of its 
eonstructiton. It seems to me to have been made with much care, and the 
estimates for the expense appear fair, and the allowance for contingencies 
quite itberal. From these, and my knowledge of the country over whtch it 
ts located, I have but little doubt that it can be completed within the 
estimate, from Niagara River to Detroit, to wit, £1,238,520, Halifax 
currency, or 4,954,080 dollars. 

I have also examined the statisties in that Report, and compared them with 
statistics tn my possession, such as the trade and navigation of the Lakes, 
the Canals, the arrivals and departure and tonnage of the several ports, 
and the Ratlroad and Steanboat passenger traffic, &c. It seems to me that 
Major Stuart is fully sustained by them tn his estimates of business and 
profits. Indeed, I shall be very much mistaken tf the profits he 
anticipates are not more than realized, tf the work shall be successfully 
completed and prudently managed. 

It has been our experience in all tmprovements, and channel 
and traffic connected with the Western Country and the Lakes, t 
have far outstripped the most sanguine antictpations. This has been 
strikingly tllustrated in the case of the Erie Canal and the line of 
Western Ratlways. 

It may not be improper here to remark, that I regard Major Stuart's 
Report as the most able docwnent of the kind that has fallen under my 
observation tn a Long time. No one can rise from its perusal without 
feeling a conviction of its reliable character. 

If I am right, then, in my coneluston thus drawm,--that the work can 
be constructed within the estimate, and that the profits will be as large 
as contemplated, a loan contracted with or without the atd of Government, 
at a reasonable interest, much below the per-centage of profits, for a 
pertod of considerable duration, it would follow that such a loan of a 
portion of the capital for constructing the Road, would make the Stock 
much more valuable to the holders, because the excess beyond the interest 
would go to swell the dividends as much as the profits should exceed the 
interest, or be applied as a sinking fund to diminish every year and 
finally extingutsh the prinetpal of the loan. 

The second question is not as easy of demonstration, because tt depends 
on more complicated circumstances, some of whitch are not connected with 
the tmmedtiate work before us. 

It may safely be adopted as our axtom, that all Governments are or 
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should be administered with reference to the general interests of their 
constituents, and that no departure from this general rule should be 
tolerated, except where the favouring of a local or particular interest 
wtll in no material degree prejudice the whole or any of the other parts. 

It would not therefore be rtght for Government to furnish capital for 
a sectional road or private improvement, wtthout a reasonable prospect and 
security for tts indemnity; because the application of tt would not be 
universal, but the money would come from a common fund in which all would 
be tnterested. 

It might be adopted as another safe axiom, that wherever it can be done 
without tngury or probable tnjury to the whole or tts other parts, Govern- 
ment should lend its aid to advance the interest and prosperity of any class 
or sectton of tts people. And in ratio to the extent and magnitude of the 
benefit, ts the obltgatton imperative to put forth a helping hand. In 
deciding then on the answer to the second question, we must be governed by 
the UES rules. I do not think thts Ratlway can be presented as one 
that will so universally embrace the interest of the people of the Province, 
as to warrant the Government in embarkt ing in a Loan without at least a 
fair prospect of indemtty; but it ts nevertheless a work of very extensive 
interest; as much so at least to your PHORESS as was the Erte Canal to the 
people of the State of New York, and as large a proportion of them would 
partietpate in its benefits, as did the people of the States in the benefit 
of the Canal. 

It connects Lake Ontario by a dtrect line wtth the Upper Lakes. It 
forms a base line where nearly all the people of Canada West, and with 
other and cheap Se ee gee connect. ~ jt tsi ae partnoy- a -lanenoy, hav iways 
that will soon be made, passing through the intertor to the Atlantic, and 
will be a portion of the outlet from the whole regton of the Upper Lakes 





to the sea; andisa oheee connecting link between waters following the 

St. Lawrence to the Atlantic, and ascending Detroit River to the head of 
Lake Supertor, tn all following a demareation of 2,000 miles through and 
along the Provinee. It gtves your people the carrying business and traffic, 
and makes your country the transit between five Western States, and seven 
Eastern States of the Unton. Thts must be a source of great profit and 
advantage to your people, and may become a source of revenue to your 
Government, In every potnt of view it ts clear, that your Road embraces an 
interest general enough to command the attention and patronage of Govern- 
ment, at least so far as will be compatible with general interests. This 
brings me to enquire whether the Government can, with safety to tts own 
interest as such, lend you the benefit of tts security. 

In the first place, all the interest in the Road wtll be pledged for 
the payment of the loan, and unless that pays more than enough to pay the 
interest, nothing will go to the Stockholders; they get no dividends. I am 
not informed as to the amount of the contemplated loan, but I will assume 
tt to be one half of the estimated expense of the work, as I understand the 
other half ts already subscribed. Interest on this sun, say at 5 per cent, 
would be £31,250 currency, or $125,000 yearly. To endanger the safety of 
thts loan, then, the profits of the Road must anount to less than this sun, 
or about 23 per cent on the outlay. The Utica Railroad from Buffalo East 
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parallel with Lake Ontarto and the Erie Canal, with which it has had to 
compete without matertally shortening the distance, has averaged over 15 
per cent profits yearly since tts construction, and the last year has 
netted about 20 per cent. The Central Ratlway of Michtgan completed only 
144 miles, and terminating in a wilderness, running from Detrott West, 
netted last year 14 per cent. These Railways are mentioned because they 
are at the termination of your Road east and west of it, and furnish more 
approximate data to ascertain the profits of your Road than any other; but 
they do not in my opinton furnish or possess the advantage for profits 
that your does; because yours from Hanilton to Detroit, 166 miles, will be 
without a competitor. It will shorten the dtstance of all the travel up 
and down the Lakes more than one third, and shorten the time two-thirds, 
bestdes giving a safer and more agreeable passage. It would appear from 
these facts that the Government can lend you the aid of thetr credit without 
any public injury, or the most remote hazard of loss, and if I am right in 
this, they can fulfil a duty, render an incalculable benefit to a very 
great proportion, and probably a majority,of their constituents, 

That tt ts one of the proper JunerLons of Government thus tndtrectly 
to aid the people in the tmprovement of the coumtry, seems to me to be a 

ettled question, tf indeed itt ever was a questton. 

It ts done extensively in Englan and and France; indeed, tn various forms, 
all over Europe, and in nearly all the States tn the Union, and by the 
General Government of the Unton. 

Should tt be objected that it would be unsafe, even wtth such ample 
security, to advance the Public Credit, because the Corporation may so 
mismanage tts concerns that the Road will not produce enough to tndemnrfy 
the Government, I answer that the whole Road lies within the Province, and 

tll be under their eye and control, and they have the power in their own 
hands. If the agents mismanage the concerns of the Road, they can check or 
remove them, and take the Road under their own control whenever the Govern- 
ment ts put in jeopardy by such mismanagement, and thus secure the fatthful 
payment of the loan. 

In reference to the third question, whether "such aid has been granted 
to Companies by the States, and with what effect?" I Epes that th 
State of Massachusetts has guaranteed to Railroad Companies upwards of 
etght milltons of dollars, which has enabled them to carry the means of 
transportation to nearly every section of the State, and to penetrate other 
States also, and thus to draw their commerce to their own State. These 
roads, tt ts belteved, have doubled the valuation of the land in that 
State, and probably more than doubled their commercial business, and the 
State has never had a dollar of the interest to pay, and seems in no manner 
of danger of ever being obliged to pay amy. 

The State of New York, about nineteen years ago, loaned to the Hudson 
and Delaware Canal Company, by an issue of debentures, 793,000 dollars, which 
enabled them to complete their works. They have always paid thetr interest 
punctually, have reduced of the principal about half, and have a surplus on 
hand sufficient to pay the remainder. This Canal has been of very great 
benefit to the section of country within the reach of its influence, has 
made heavy dividends to the Stockholders, and the Stock ts now worth over 
150 per cent tn market. 
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The State has since made similar loans of credit to the Auburn and 
Syracuse Railroad Company, the Auburn and Rochester Railroad Company, the 
Tonqwanda Railroad, the Long Island Railroad, and the Schenectady and Troy 
Ratlroad Company, all of whitch have punctually paid thetr interest and pro- 
vided sinking funds for the prinetpal, and nearly all of them made large 
dividends to the Stockholders. No well grounded fears exist that the State 
wtll every meet with any loss by them, and these Works too have increased 
the business and enhanced the value of property within thetr influence, to 
an unknown extent. The only Corporations by which the State has suffered 
by becoming security, are the Cannejohante and Catskill Railroad Company, 
the New York and Erie Ratlroad Company, the Uttca and Oswego, and the Hudson 
and Berkshire Railroad Company. ; 

The two first failed because the anount of Stock subscribed, and the 
loans guaranteed by the Government, were not more than one-fourth sufjietent 
to complete the Roads, and when thts was extended the Roads were only gust 
begun and unproductive, and being a doubtful Stock, they could ratse no 
more money to complete them. The two latter Roads were located where there 
was nerther travel nor business, and the tneome scarcely enough to support 
the Roads. Yet it is believed the Government will yet be indennifted for 
the loan to the Berkshire and Hudson Company by a sale of the Road. All these 
unfortunate loans were made at a time of great expanston of currency and 
commerce, when the nominal value of real estate was every where swollen, 
and the public excited by these fictitious prices almost to manta. The 
Government partook of this excitement to a dangerous extent. In short they 
were most improvident guarantees, and a little presctence ought to have 
foretold the disastrous issue. 

No inference unfavourable to Government guarantees for internal 
improvements can be drawn from the failure of the loans to these four 
Roads, any more than would an improvident loan to an tnsolvent tndividual, 
where the mortgaged property was without value, and a defective title given, 
be evidence against a provident loan with good securtty and perfect title. 

I would not advise that Government should lightly or without 
most satisfactory evidence of safety, loan its credit to a Company. Nor 
would I think it advisable, even in cases otherwise holding out strong 
assurance of indemnity, to loan more than half the anount of the Capital. 

It appears to me, too, that the Government should require, tn all cases, 
that there should be an annual sinking fund to be applied to a reductton of 


eae 
the principal. Where one half of the capital is furnished by Stockholders, 
their willingness to invest and give the loan a preference and make thetr 
oum holden for it, furnishes one very notable ttem of information to the 
Government in determining the safety of the loan, 

The State of Maryland has loaned about four milltons of dollars to the 
Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad Company. This road ts completed to the 
Cumberland Mountains, ts carrying on an extensive traffic, and saving the 
Government harmless, 

Its benefits to Maryland are beyond ealculatton. Recently the State of 
Tenesssee, which ts nearly free from debt, and in this respect deemed very 
prudent and cautious, has loaned ite credit to a Ratlroad Company for 
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$800,000. Indeed it has; indeed it is practiced by most of the States 
of the Unton tn a greater or less degree, and where reasonable caution 
has been used, always, so far as I have learned, with excellent effects. 

Some of the new States tn the south-west parts of the Union, anxious 
to afford extensive commercial factlittes, to force thetr business into 
competition with older and more commercial neighbouring States, have 
lent thetr credit to Banks, and in some cases to Banks connected with 
Railroads. Such loans have generally proved failures, and involved the 
States. The States of thts kind are, Alabama, Mississippi, and Arkansas; 
each of these has entailed upon itself a heavy, cumbrous,and in some cases 
a repudiated debt. The other States that have brought upon themselves 
burthensome debts are, Pennsylvania, Indiana, Illinois, and Michigan. But 
none of the debts of these States were t~neurred by lending their credit to 
Corporations. They undertook to make their improvements directly by the 
Government, and not by encouraging individual enterprize. None of them, 
that I an qware, becane surety for any Company, except Michtgan in one 
single case, which was carried through successfully, and the Government 
saved harmless. 

I have thus, Sir, given you my views on this subject, and have avoided, 
as far as I was able, all matters foretgn to the matter in hand. I am 
under an impression that your Road promises more accommodation and better 
profits than any unconstructed work now before the public, withtn my 
knowledge. 

I am, with great respect, 
Your obedtent servant, 


(Signed, ) hot Clark, 
SIR A. MACNAB ... moved that one thousand copies be printed, one half 
in French and the other half in English”. 


(77) 

Ordered, That five hundred copies of the said Report be printed in each of 
the English and French languages, for the use of the Members of this 
House. 

MR. DRUMMOND, in the course of a conversation on the subject, said, that 


a reduction in the rates of postage were under the consideration of the 
Executive. / 


(22) 
On motion of Mr. Holmes, seconded by Mr. Morrison, 
Montreal In- Ordered, That the Amendment made by the Legtslative 
corporation Counetl to the Bill, intituled, "An Aet to amend 
BEOe the Laws relating to the Incorporation of the 


City of Montreal," be now taken tnto consideration. 

The House proceeded accordingly to take the said Amendment into con- 
stderatton. 

And the Amendment was read; and ts as followeth:-- 

Press 3, line 4. After the word "pleaded," insert Caluse (A.) 

Clause (A.) "And be tt enacted, that thts Act shall continue in force 

for two years; and from thence until the end of the then next ensuing 

Sesston of the Provincial Parliament, and no longer." 
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The satd Amendnent being read a second time, was agreed to. 


Ordered, That Mr. Holmes do carry back the Bill to the Legislative Council, 


and acquaint thetr Honors that this House hath agreed to their 
Amendment. 


Answer to an Mr, DeWttt,accompanted by the other Messengers, 
Address. reported to the House, that their Address of 


yesterday, to Hts Excellency the Governor General, 
praying that he will be pleased to issue his Warrant in favor of Willian 
Burns Lindsay, Esquire, the Clerk of this House, for the sum of Nine 
thousand five hundred and sixty-four pounds currency, towards defraying the 
Contingenctes of thts House and assuring His Excellency that this House 
will make good the same, had been presented to His Excellency; and that 
he had been pleased to say that he will comply with the Address of thts 
House. 


Assessment Mr, Drwnmond presented, pursuant to the direc- 
Rolls, (U.C.). tions of an Act of the Provinetal Parltamnent of 

the late Province of Upper Canada--Assessment 
Rolls for thirteen Districts of that part of Canada heretofore Upper 


Canada, and for the City of Toronto, for the year 1847, 


la oe 
Appendix (V.). For the satd Assessment Rolls, see Appendix (V.) 
Stormont According to Order, Lewts T. Drwnmond, Esquire, 
Election. Member for the County of Shefford, who was 


absent, yesterday, from the Select Committee 
appointed to try the merits of the Petttton complaining of an Election and 
Return for the County of Stormont, attended in hts place; and, having given 
satisfactory reasons for his not being present at the meeting of that 
Committee, yesterday; and having vertfied the same upon oaths 


Ordered, That Mr, Drummond be excused for not attending the Committee 


yesterday. 
Oxford The House proceeded to take into further const-— 
Se ’ 4 . 
Election. seratton the case of John George Vansittart, 


Esquire, Returning Officer at the last Electton 
for the County of Oxford. : 


MR. NOTMAN moved that Mr. Vansittart be summoned to the Bar.” 


This was opposed by SIR A. MACNAB1O, 


The motion was withdrawn by MR. notman, 7+ 


And the Order of the ies the attendance of George Brown, Esquire, 
as a witness, touching the matter of complaint against the satd Jom 
George Vansittart, Esquire, being read; 

And the House being informed, that George Brown attended at the door, 


MR, NOTMAN ... then moved that George Brown, Esq., should be ordered to 
attend to the evidence in the matter of the Oxford Election. 
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(a2 
he was called tn; and, at the bar, examined, as followeth:-- 

By Mr. Notman, 

1. Were you present at the nominatton of the Oxford Election, in 
December last, as agent for the Honorable Francis Hineks?--I was. 

2. Was Mr. Hineks' Qualification demanded; and to whom did you hand 
it?--It was demanded; and I handed it to the Returning Officer. 

38. Did the Returning Officer make any remark thereupon: say what took 
place?--When I handed tt to Mr. Vanstttart, Mr. Carroll and one or two 
other gentlemen came forward, and inspected the contents of the Qualtfica- 
tion very eagerly, and some one remarked, "just as we thought." Mr. 
Vansittart then sat down tn his chatr, and Mr. Carroll sat down beside him, 
and a whispered conversation took place between them for some minutes. I 
observed them for some minutes, and having called the attention of some of 
my frtends to the proceeding, I satd to the Returning Officer that I thought 

ts conduct was very indecent, whtspering over in that way over the Qualifica- 
tton of one of his opponents. Mr. Vansittart started up, and satd that he 
had a right to talk to a private friend without interference; and he added: 
"At any rate I have decided the point in your favour. I shall hold Mr. 
Hineks' Qualiftcatton to be good for the present oecaston;" and, as I 
understood tt, he added that he would leave the other parties to have a 


(78) 
dectsion elsewhere. I was told by a poltttcal opponent on the hustings, on 


the declaration day, 


COL. PRINCE rose and asked what matter was it what the witness was 
told; that person was Beeced at the Bar of the house to say what he knew, 
not what he was told.l ((He)) called upon the Speaker to restrain "that 
person at the Bar," that "ready and willing witness" from departing from the 
rules of evidence, and stating what he knew only from hearsay. +4 He could 
tell the merciful majority opposite, if they allowed this hearsay evidence 
to be admitted, it would be the last degree of degradation to which the 
Members on his side of the house would be inclined to submit. No testimony 
should be received in that house not in accordance with the rules of 
evidence and the law of the land.15 


MR. DRUMMOND had never heard a more extraordinary claim put forth than 
this--that they were to dictate to the witness the answers he was to give 
to the Oe eee put to him. In Law Courts, if a question was put1é ((by)) 
Counsel+/ with the intention of getting hearsay evidence, then the question 
might be over-ruled; but if a witness chose to give evidence that was 
hearsay, the Court could not stop him. And were they on that House to 
dictate to the witness how he should answer? 


COL. PRINCE had as much experience, and knew as much of the rules of 
evidence as the gentleman who had just spoken, indeed he rather thought 
that he (Col. P.) had forgotten more law than the hon. gentleman ever 
knews. ((He)) contended against the tyranny of the whole proceedings 
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in this Oxford Election case. Had the majority denied the right of the 
prisoner (for he was a prisoner) to be heard by Counsel in his defence?-- 

a course unprecedented in any Court of Justice—-had they not pronounced him 
guilty before trial? and were they now going to allow (looking towards 

Mr. Brown) that "voluntary and willing" witness to tell what somebody had 
told him that somebody else told somebody, when nobody would be able to 
discover who those somebodies were? In that High Court of Parliament, on 
this occasion, every member sat as judge; and, like the judges in the Courts 
of Law, it was their duty to defend the prisoner from an illegal course of 
proceeding; and he called upon them to protect Mr. Vansittart, and to 
restrain the anxious evidence of the "voluntary and willing" witness they 
had before them. * He did not desire to dictate to the voluntary, willing 
witness at the Bar, what he should say, but he only wanted that he should 
be kept within the strict rules of legal evidence and restrained from saying 
that which was contrary to law. 


MR. CAUCHON (who spoke in English) contended Parliament was not bound, 
in receiving evidence, to follow the strict practice of the Courts.22 ( (He) ) 
though (sic) they were too much lawyers, they ought to be judges. 3 This 
house was not a Court of Justice, (laughter and cheers,) but a Court of 
Honor. 24 (Ironical cheers.) It was a high court of honour. Gentlemen 
had no business to jump and say that this or that must not be done because 
it is not done in a court of justice. The House was not to be guided by 
the same rules.25 


MR. NOTMAN admitted that hearsay evidence would not be received in a 
court of justice, but if the hon. member was to start up whenever the witness 
said "he heard,"' and stop him it would be impossible to arrive at facts. 

They desired to have no improper testimony taken, but the hon. member should 
exercise a little forbearance and allow the replies to be fairly given 
before he objected, 26 ((He)) contended, in giving their judgment, the 

house could dismiss from their mind all that was not relevant to the case; 
and that you ought not to bind down witnesses at the Bar of the house as 

you would in a Court of Law.27 


SIR A. MACNAB again complained that Mr. Vansittart had been refused to 
be heard by counsel, 


MR. PAPINEAU defended the witness??, ((He)) said that it was geile. 2. 
accusation against the House to say that they had disallowed the Returning 
Officer to be heard by counsel. They were to be guided in this matter by 
the rules of Parliament and not by the rules of a court of justice. In 
every case where the House had to adjudicate on a breach of its own 
privileges, it was the sole judge, because it alone knew in what they 
consisted. It cannot remit to any other power the right of deciding in such 
cases, and thus from necessity it was grand jury, petty jury, and judge. 
(Hear, hear.) They then, being the representatives of all and each of 
the subjects of the Province, having the desire that full justice should 
be done to all, might take a greater degree of freedom both in questioning 
and answering in the proceedings of the high court of Parliament than it 
was customary to permit in other courts. He agreed with Mr. Cauchon that 
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Parliament was more a Court of Honor than a Court of Justice, and was not 
bound by any strict rules of evidence.2+ The gentleman at the Bar might 
have been heard by counsel had he petitioned as he ought to have done, but 
he had not asked to be defended, and it might be that he wished to seek an 
honourable martyrdom (hear, hear;) to raise a hue and cry against the 
proceedings of the House, against the arbitrary proceedings of the majority. 
In his small locality he would acquire a degree of importance that he would 
not otherwise obtain, and this little notoriety might make it worthwhile 
not to make any defence; but let him take his course, the fault was his, 

for how could he tell before hand what request would be refused him? Of 
latter years the public had become jealous of the exercise of the privileges 
of Parliament. What was to be inferred from this? Not that the law of 
Parliament was changed, but that the convictions of the people were changed, 
and that they had come to the conviction that the House of Commons was no 
longer the defender of the people's rights, that it was too readily an 
instrument. in the hands of power, too readily turned to the support of the 
Ministry of the time being. When the House of Commons was strong in the 
love and confidence of the people they exercised their privileges to a 

much greater extent than they do at present, and exercised it with good 
will and with good effect to check the overgrown power of the people; and 
during the brighter era of Parliamentary history, from the Revolution to 
almost the end of the reign of George the Second, they curbed the encroach- 
ing power of the House of Lords, but since then they have succumbed and 

are considered as too frequently upholding the Ministry, which from that 
time has been constantly composed of men willing to diminish the public 
liberty, and to increase their own prerogatives, and therefore the people 
have become more jealous of their privileges. It was for the House to 
judge whether the course they were now pursuing was promoting the public 
good, and if they “thought that it was then they might be confident that they 
would be backed by the good will and confidence of the people at large in 
spite of the opposition of those who had first injudiciously selected these 
Returning Officers and then misdirected them as to their duties. He con- 
cluded by urging the consideration of this question free from all party 
feeling, and that the House should consent to be guided by the laws of 
Parliament rather than by the rulesof any court of justice. 


MR. H. SHERWOOD said the house had denied the right of the accused, or 
rather the condemned, to counsel, and therefore it was their duty to act 
the part of counsel for the defence, and not to have permitted the disgrace- 
ful scene that occurred yesterday, when Mr. Vansittart was examined; when 
they saw six or seven hungry lawyers, exerting all the ability they were 
possessed of, in an endeavour, by vexatious examination, to compel an 
individual to criminate himself; was it manly, was it honorable, was it 
just, thus to join in a sort of conspiracy against one to whom they 
denied the right of defence? and what should be said of a man so lost to 
all sense of justice, so contemptible, as to desire to convict a fellow 
man out of his own mouth; but, to this act of gross injustice they were 
now about to add another; they seemed resolved to allow their witnesses to 
relate what had been told; did they do so fearing that what that witness 


626 


knew would not be sufficient to justify their previous tyrannical proceed- 
ings. The house ought not, and could not, without violating the uEgnes 

of the subject, receive evidence not admissible in a Court of law.? 

The House was bound by the rules of evidence, and not in the manner in 
which they were proceeding, which he considered to be irregular, unprecedented, 
and unjust.” No privileges could sanction them in so gross a disregard 
of the first %principles of the liberty of the subject. He could not 
understand the attacks made on the British House of Commons, (alluding to 
some observations made by Mr. Papineau,) nor did he think them creditable 
to the party who made them, The Parliamentary history of Lower Canada was 
a history of the most unparalleled exercise of oppressive power, and during 
the reign of the hon. member opposite, the journals show a course of 
despotism and tyranny unworthy of any uncivilised nation. The hon. member 
for St. Maurice had said the house were, in themselves, grand jury petty 
jury, and judge; if they were so, he could only say it was a most unfor- 
tunate thing for a culprit to be brought before them, and after conviction, 
he supposed, they would act as executioners, and he was told they were 
prepared to do so in the case before the house.29 It did not matter what 
might, or what might not be proved against Mr. Vansittart-—-the members 
opposite were determined to punish him--they had come down to the House with 
their resolutions cut and dry before even Mr. Vansittart appeared at the 
bar; and26 he was told the punishment to be inflicted on that gentleman 
was already meted out, and that it was carefully appointed by hon. 
gentlemen opposite before the accused was placed at the Bar; having decided 
on that punishment, he little wondered that a verdict of guilty was recorded, 
and defence denied. The resolutions awarding the punishment have been 

seen by hon. members of this house, and what is proposed in them? Why, 
before the house had seen Mr. Vansittart, before they had heard one 
syllable in justification or explanation of his conduct as Returning 
Officer, they were prepared to propose, and, of course, if to propose, to 
carry, a motion that the Executive Government be asked to dismiss that 
gentleman from his situations3/ as being ‘totally unfit to hold them, 28 
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This announcement created considerable excitement in the house””. 


MR. NOTMAN denied that any one had seen such resolutions. 40, 


MR. H. SHERWOOD said that he stated it upon the information of members 
who had seen the resolutions they intended to propose. - y, they were 
shown to the hon. member for Hamilton, and to the hon. member for Cornwall, 
before Mr. Vansittart was brought to the Bar, 42 


MR. CAUCHON wished to know if the hon. member was authorized to make 
this statement.4 


MR. H, SHERWOOD.--Authorized? No! It was no secret; no mystery; no 
matter of special confidence; it was the subject of conversation before 
a dozen members in the lobby of the house. Yes! The prosecutors who had 
seats in that house, strong in their majority for good or evil, had taken 
their places as judges; having resolved beforehand on a verdict of guilty, 
and having the punishment prepared. This was the dignified course pur- 
sued by this self-elected Grand-Jury, Petty-Jury, Judges and Executioners. 


He could not help pitying the subject of these most oppressive and des- 
potic proceedings, and could not resist believing that they were 
commenced and carried on, not to avenge the law, but from motives of a 
very different character. 44 


SIR A. MACNAB moyed that the witness, George Brown, Esq., should not 
be allowed to say what he was told unless Mr. Vansittart was called to tne 
Bar and permitted to examine him in his defence. 


MR. MORIN ... decided the motion could not be received. 46 


SIR A. MACNAB.—-Did he understand the Speaker to decide that the 
witness might give in evidence what he was told?4/ 


MR. MORIN ... decided that the witness ought to keep himself as closely 
as possible to the questions, and be as precise and clear as possible, but 
that the evidence was receivable.48 


SIR A. MACNAB49 ,—-I wish distinctly to know if the hon. Speaker decided 
that the witness is allowed to give hearsay evidence?0 


MR. MORIN ... I think he is.-l 
SIR A, MACNAB.—-Oh! You think he is?°2 


MR. BROWN would wish to make a remark or two in reference to the 
insinuations thrown out by the hon.——> 


MR. MORIN.--The witness cannot make remarks, 24 


MR. BROWN must then decline to give further evidence; for he could not 
allow members of this House to throw out insinuations against his 
character-—— 


MR. MORIN advised the witness to remember the tribunal before whom he 
was.2° The House have had it in their power to compel him to ... ((give 
evidence)), and admonished him to be careful.°/ 


MR. BROWN would look to the Speaker for protection from the attacks of 
the members of the House. The evidence he was going to give——>8 


MR, MORIN (interrupting) said that it was his duty to protect the 
witness, and he would do it; at the same time no remarks must be made by. 
the witness on what took place in the House. >9 


SIR A. MACNAB protested against a witness being allowed to refuse to 
give his evidence, unless he was allowed to reply to the remarks of 
members of the House. °0 


MR. MORIN.-—-Those remarks of the witness were certainly highly 
improper. 61 


MR. CAUCHON rose on a question of privilege®2, ((He)) said that if 
insinuations had been thrown out by hon. members of this House, Mr. Brown 
would not have been called upon to defend himself. (Loud cries of "Hear, 
hear.) The gentlemen opposite were not contented with defending Mr. 
Vansittart, whom they had brought by their bad advice into the position 
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in which he now stood, but they must also act as partizans in interrupting 
the witness in giving his evidence. It should be shown in the next 
session, at all events, that there were some men who had acted as par- 
tizans, and been guilty of a high breach of the privileges of the House, 
and those men must be reached; the hon. member for Cornwall, for one, must 
be brought to the Bar of the House, to answer for S57 breach of privilege 
he had committed in advising the Returning Officer. 


SIR A. MACNAB thought it beneath any member of the House to make a 
charge against an,hon. member not in his place. 5 ((He)) accused Mr. 
Cauchon of having looked all around the House to see that Mr. Cameron was 
not there, and then got up and charged him with having acted corruptly; 
and he said that they would be prepared in the next session of Parliament-—- 
to do what?, To punish him. (No. no, )°6 


MR. CAUCHON said no such thing. (Hear, hear.)®/ 


SIR A. MACNAB had no doubt the majority would take up the proposition 
of the hon, member for Montmorenci; perhaps ... already®8 the hon. 
gentleman had his resolutions all cut and dried. (Hear, hear.) He con- 
tended that it would be dangerous for any man to be tried at the bar of 
this House, if a witness was at liberty to tell he had heard. He denied 
that he had ever advised Mr. Vansittart-——-and it was not his intention to 
do so,--but he wished that he should be tried fairly and honestly for 
the charges brought against him. The hon, member for St. Maurice had 
said that this was a Court of Honour. He would like to ask the hon. 
gentleman, being in a Court of Honour, if it would not have been honourable 
to have sent a copy of those charges on which he was to be tried to Mr. 
Vansittart, and to allow him to be heard by Counsel? Was it honourable for 
five or six talented lawyers to puzzle the prisoner by all kinds of 
questions, and, at the same time, to refuse him Counsel at the bar? Was 
it honourable that Mr. Vansittart should be tried in his absence from the 
bar of the House? Was he there now? Was he permitted to open his mouth 
to object to the questions put to the aitness?. No she, could motkda. ie; 
he had not been brought to the bar as he should have been, because then 
it would have been in his power to have interrupted.the witness and 
objected to questions if he thought proper, The hon. member for St. 
Maurice had figured long in Parliament and elsewhere, d if:he desired to 
protect this House as a Court of Honour, he should mpetaeed that Mr. 
Vansittart was at the bar. But no, they had refused to hear Mr. Vansittart 
by Counsel; they refused him that advantage. Not a word was said about 
petitioning then; it was only after they felt that they had done wrong, and 
that he was entitled to be heard by Counsel,--they had looked into authorities 
and found that on no occasion had a Returning Officer at the bar been 
refused Counsel,--and now they wanted to hide themselves under the paltry 
screen "he did not petition." (Cheers. ) 69 


MR. CAUCHON.--The hon. member for Hamilton had accused him of having 
spoken as he had done because the hon. member for Cornwall was not in 
the House. This was the first time that he had ever been accused of 
cowardice. He had thought that Mr. Cameron was behind the Speaker's 
chair; but if it was thought that he was not ready to have said it in 
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the presence of the hon. member, he could repeat it: that if no one else 
would do it, he would bring the hon. member for Cornwall to the bar/0, 

if not this Session most certainly the next/1l, to answer for a high breach 
of the privileges of the House. (Cheers.) He cared not who was the 

man against whom he was to act/2, Did the hon. member for Hamilton ima- 
gine he (Mr. Cauchon) was afraid to utter what he thought, or afraid of 

any man, "whether he was a powerful speaker or clever with a pistol?"/3 

He thought that the_hon. and gallant knight had no right to cast the asper- 
sions which he had./4 


MR. PAPINEAU defended the proceedings of the House, and declared, al- 
though they appeared harsh, they were Parliamentary. 


MR. J.S. MACDONALD (Glengarry) urged the inexpediency, at this late 
period of the session, of preventing the evidence being taken and the 
case disposed of. If they delayed in this manner Mr. Vansittart would 
have to be brought down again next session./© oR ((He)) did not wish 
it to go forth that he had prevented the Returning Officer from having 
Counsel to defend him, and agreed with the hon. member for Hamilton, 
although in opposition to the decision of the Speaker, that hearsay evi- 
dence could not be heard.// 


MR. CAMERON/78 who had entered the house during Mr. Papineau's speech, 
here rose,/? and said, that he was not in the House just now when the hon. 
member for Montmorency did him the honour to make some remarks which he 
might have had the candour to have made when he (Mr. C.) was in his place; 
but as soon as he had heard the voice of the hon. gentleman, and under- 
stood80 that he had been assailed by ... ((him)), while absent from his 
place,81 he had hurried here82 to vindicate himself from the aspersions 
and the charge of corruption that he understood had been made against him 
by that hon. and learned gentleman83, and (C(he had)) found the hon. member 
for Glengarry addressing the House. He thought that when an hon. gentle- 
man rose in his place and charged another with corruption, it was far 
more likely that the corruption existed in his own breast.84 He did 
not know whether that hon. member had desired to take advantage of his 
absence to use language towards him which he might have felt it impudent 
to utter in his presence, or whether he wished to shelter himself under 
the privilege of speech which his position in Parliament afforded him to 
give utterance to words which might receive a different description of 
answers if spoken out of doors, but he felt that the charge which had been 
made, and the threats with which it had been accompanied, could never be 
borne by any one on the floor of the House. Was he to be told that because 
he had given an opinion as a Counsel, that he was85 to be charged with cor- 
ruption and threatened8® to be dragged to the Bar as a criminal; that be- 
cause he was one of the Law Officers of the Crown, he had lost his right 
as an Advocate, and was to become forgetful of that duty8/ CCof)) giving 
an opinion88 , which, upon his admission to the practice of a high and 
honourable position, he had sworn89 to give to every man who asked for it? 
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Whether they were to be charged by the hon. member for Montmorency and 
persons like him with being guilty of corruption for so doing90-- 


Loud cheers from the Opposition. 91 


MR. CAMERON ((continued:))--it might be well for that honour- 
able gentleman with the precedents that might be found in the Lower 
Canada Assembly, 24 to find out that though there were precedents ... 
((there)) where advocates had been found guilty of a breach of privilege 
for giving an opinion as he (Mr. Cameron) had done, that the House of 
Commons afforded none (cheers.)?3 I£ he desired to pursue that course 
with him, he would find that a different feeling and spirit prevailed 
among the Barristers of Upper Canada, which all the power of the majority, 
with all the tyranny they could exercise, would be unable to put down. 
Let that hon. gentleman move to bring him to the’ Bar; let him do it, 
not next Session, but at once; he (Mr. C.) would make any admission 
that might be required, give him any information that might enable him 
to take that step, immediately in his place upon the floor of this 
house; and he would soon be made aware of the course he would pursue, 
fearless in the expression of his opinions, as an advocate, and 
regardless of the censure or punishment that the house, in the plentitude 
of its power, might award, Let not hon. gentlemen on the other side 
of the house surmise that because the chances of the house?4 had given 
them the majority,--?>5 because the benches on that side were entirely 
filled--because their benches were crowded with those who but required 
a wave of the hand from one man to decide whether they should go to 
the right or to the left?6, let them not suppose that they could crush 
the minority through fear; though few in number, they were fearless 
for their position, and determined to resist oppression, whether it 
was directed against themselves or others?/. (Cheers.) He had heard 
of despotic power , 98 he had read of the enforced obedience of tyranny ,99 
but let it be remembered that if there was tyranny in the despotism 
of one man, there was a hundared-fold more tyranny in the despotism of 
many, becausel00 rejoicing in, their Strength, wey were relentieca an 
its exercise, and, proclaiming to the world that truth and liberty were 
their guides, they were Ses to bind chains upon the one, and trample 
the life out of the other.19 (Loud cheers. )192 t did not come well 
for an hon. member for Lower Canada to use the language of oppression; 
it did not come well from one who had often spoken, in that house, of 
the wrongs that his people had suffered, when in the minority, from 
the power of the majority, to turn upon one of the minority from Upper 
Canada, and threaten him with the vengeance of the majority from Lower 
Canada. If he had felt, and said, that those of his race had been 
treated almost as slaves by their masters, did he, and those with whom 
he acted, desire, on that account, to set their feet upon the necks of 
the minority from Upper Canada, and trample them into the dust.--He 
had heard them talk of oppression he had heard one hon. member describe 
how the people had been driven from passive resistance to active rebellion, 
by what he was pleased to term the inflictions of tyranny, and did any 


631 


honble. member think that there was no spirit of resistance in the 
minority ,103 (cheers)104 that there was no Saxon blood in them, 
which would boil up with indignation at a legislative tyranny, which 
was unheard of elsewhere in the annals of the world.195 And the hon. 
member for Montmorency, when he chose to charge him, (Mr. Cameron) 
with corruption, need not think that the privilege of Parliament so 
often made to fence round wrong doing, would guard him harmless, or 
them harmless who might stand by him on such an occasion. (Loud 
cheers.) The hon. member would bring him to the bar of the House next 
session as a criminal. For what? For doing that which in England 

the Attornies and Solicitors General had done--aye, and without one 
single word of remonstrance or complaint. (Cheers,)106 Could any 
man who was versed in the Parliamentary or legal history of England 
turn to a page in either the one or the other in which proceedings 

had been taken against an advocate for an opinion that he had given. 
If they proceeded against a Returning Officer under the statutes in 
England, they must charge as well as prove that he had acted wilfully 
and maliciouslyl®7. When Dunning, than whom a greater man neyer stood 
at the English bar, was Attorney General of England, did he not give 
an opinion to a Returning Officer? And whenl98 in the case of Burgoyne 
vs. Moss ... an action... for a false returnl9? was brought against 
that Returning Officer to recover damages against him, the learned 
judge who tried the case and the judges who sat in judgment upon it 
afterwards, decided that he had obtained the opinion of one who was 
entitled to respect, and he was immediately allowed to go free.110 Did 
the Committee of the house charge Dunning with corruption, or threaten 
him with commitments for breach of privilege, although they differed 
from him in the opinion he had given? Had not the Attornies and 
Solicitors General of England given opinions in similar cases, and 
were they ever proceeded against as he was threatened?--lll Hon. 
geutlemen micht not desire to hear British precedent or. British practice 
quoted, for they wished to set the law of Parliament above the law of 
the land and increase their privileges already so enormous and ill 
definedll2 ey using the power of many to work the injustice and wrong 
to the few.l13 The hon. member for Montmorency before he dared to 
charge one with corruption of whom he knew nothing, ought to have been 
a little better acquainted with the facts of the case, and not haye 
dragged before the country on a charge of corruption, one whose life 
give((s)) the lie to the statement. (Hear, hes oe The house might 
decide that he was wrong in the opinion he had given, but he was there 
and purposed to maintain that he was right, not by broad assertions, 
such as were used by honorable gentlemen opposite, but by argument which 
had not been overruled.t15 The hon. and learned gentleman, and those 
who acted with him on the other side of the House, might desire to 
follow the precedents established by the Parliament of Lower Canada 
and bring to the Bar of the House an individual who, in the exercise 
of the judgment with which God had blessed him, and out of respect for 
the oath which he took on being admitted as a member of the bar, had 
given an opinion which he was isha at all times and in all places 
to justify and maintain; buttl6 he had told the house that he intended 
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to move, in amendment to any resolution awarding punishment to Mr. 
Vansittart, that an address be presented to His Excellency to direct 

the Attorney General for Upper Canada to file an information 

against that gentleman for the return he had made, and if that resolu- 
tion were adopted, and an information were filed, the house and the 
country would have the opportunity of knowing who was in the right, not 
by the decision of a tribunal of political partizans, overflowing with 
all the fervour, and, perhaps the rancour, of party spirit,--but by 

the solemn judgment of the Court of Queen's Bench, where political 
prejudice could create no bias, and party virulence have no place. 
(Cheers.) Let it not be thought that they were to be bound down by 
precedents established in Lower Canada, that they should not speak, 

that they should not hold opinions and give them when they were required 
to do so, because they would have hanging over them the charges and 
observations which might be made by the hon. member for Montmorency. 

Were they to be told that by his motion they should be brought to the 

bar and judgment passed upon them by the House for corruption in having 
their opinions in their professional capacity2118 That honorable member, 
with freedom of speech on his lips, might wish to prevent the expression 
of his opinion as an advocate, and he might use fierce words and grandi- 
loquent expressions to create terror and dismay, but although, perhaps, 
the censure of that hon. gentleman might give him pain, although he 
might be terrified at having incurred his displeasure, and the fear of 
the torrent of his eloquence being turned against him be punishment, 

yet he should be merciful, and not add to ali these heavy penalties 

the threat of punishment by the house. But did that hon. member really 
think that the opinions of the Bar were to be made subservient to the 
will of the house of Assembly!--did he believe that he could close 

the lips or silence the pen of an advocate by a resolution of privilege?—— 
did he think that the Bar would see their rights torn from them, and 
their integrity destroyed, because that house should choose to set itself 
above the law, and proclaim its omnipotence? He would tell him, and 
those who were like him, that no threat that could be uttered, no 
punishment that could be inflicted, would ever cause in him (Mr. Cameron) 
one moment's hesitationll? either now, or ((at)) any future period,t 

as to the course he should pursue in the Court or in his Council Chamber 
where his advocacy was needed, or his opinion required, and that, too, 
whether he was in the position cf an humble Barrister, or clothed with 
authority as a Law Officer of the Crown.!21 (Loud cheering. )122 He was 
glad that the country would know that there were men in that house who 
called themselves Reformers, and made a hoast and parade of their liberal 
principles, who were prepared to check privileges of speech and freedom 
of opinion, who under the cover of the privileges of Parliament would 
use their power for the destruction of some of their dearest and most 
sacred rights, and who would sacrifice the honor and character of an 
individual who was opposed to them, because he dared to have an opinion 
of his own, and would not submit to a new reading of a law at their 
dictation. He hoped the hon. member would make his motion against him 
at oncel23, He (Mr. Cameron) was prepared now to justify the opinion he 
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had given, he was ready to hear judgment passed upon him by the House, 

to have a summons to the bar, and to have a warrant sent to drag him to 
the bar, 24 he was ready to feel tyranny work injustice on his person ,125 
to have sentence passed upon him for having given his opinion as an 
advocate; but neither by Parliament, or any other Court, should his 

advice as an advocate, or his opinion as a freeman, be bound down: that 
was his position, a position he was prepared to keep. (Cheers.) Let 

the hon. gentleman move his resolution, and bring him at once to the bar, 
that the people of the country might see at once the kind of rule they 
were to expect. (Cheers.) Let them hear that there was a power above 

the law, a power called Parliamentary privilege,126 He might tell the 
hon. gentleman that for all that a day of reckoning and retribution would 
come, and come speedily. Upper Canada would not suffer the rights of 

the humblest to be trampled upon by a monstrous engine such as privilege 
of Parliament. She looked upon the free expression of opinion of the men 
of her Bar as something that could not be lightly surrendered; he would 
rather say destroy all your Parliamentary privileges;12/7 away with all 
these privileges--blot out every vestige of Parliamentary privileges if 

it was attempted to create something monstrous out of them, and to crush 
out the liberties of the people by destroying the right of discussion. 
(Cheers. )128 Destroy all your mysterious rights; but tamper not with 

the independence of the Bar, nor think that they can be silenced by your 
unrighteous decrees. He threw back the charge of corruption with scorn 
upon the man who had made it, it would cleave rather to him by whose lips 
it was uttered than to him upon whom it was cast; his character, he 

hoped, would bear the assertion without stain, his past life would disprove 
the facet, He felt that but.little weisht<could be.,attached to thesasper=- 
sions of any man, or set of men whose acts proclaimed their own injustice, 
who were prepared to punish before they had evidence to condemn. The 
whole course of the majority in the Oxford case sprumg out of injustice, 
and was continued in injustice--Mr. Carroll unseated--the Returning 
Officer condemned unheard--Mr. Vansittart had been treated as a criminal 
before a charge had been made against him, he had been denied time to 
prepare for his defence, he had been refused the assistance of Counsel, bad- 
gered and brutted (sic) by a host of lawyers on the other side, he was con- 
victed first and tried afterwards. And with all these monstrous proceedings 
before his eyes, what had he (Mr. C.) to expect from the hon. gentlemen 
opposite; he expected nothing, feared nothing, as he was prepared to 
assert to the last the independence of his profession, and to tell those 
who might be inclined to be his prosecutors, that strong in the conviction 
of his own integrity, and the soundness of the opinions he had given, he 
was to be driven into no admission of error by calumny, nor awed into sub- 
mission to oppression by threats, and that alike fearless of their power, 
and regardless of their punishment, he saw nothing to regret in the course 
he papenU asa ss » nor to dread the proceedings that might be taken against 
him. 


MR. CAUCHON would be prepared to answer the hon. gentlemen (sic) 
when the eee time arrived, but he denied that he had charged him with 
corruption.1 0 
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MR. BROWN was then allowed to proceed with his answer .131 


(78) : 
that the Returning Officer had said at the nominatton, that "he would hold 
Mr. Hineks' Qualification to be good for that day only, and that he would 
consider the matter previous to the close of the Election," and not, as 
I have stated, leave the parties to find redress from his final dectston. 
And I also heard the observation of Mr. Vanstttart as to that potnt 
yesterday, but I did not hear any such statement made on the nominatton 
day; and had there been such statement, I must have heard tt. 


SIR A. MACNAB desired that the sense of the House should be taken as 
to the question of evidence.432 ((He)) objected to the manner of the 
witness giving his evidence, because he had been told. Why did not 


honourable gentleman opposite produce the man who told him?133 


(78) 

Str Allan N. MacNab moved, seconded by the Honorable Mr. Macdonald, 
and the Question being put, That the last preceding Answer contains hear- 
say evidence, and is. therefore tnadmissable by the Law of Evidence and 
the practtce of Parlvament. 


MR. PAPINEAU thought that this was not the time to discuss abstract 
points of law, 134 


MR. NOTMAN accused the Opposition with factious conduct calculated 
to prevent the truth being arrived at. He deprecated the display of 
party feeling so unbecoming to gentlemen sitting there as judges ,135 


COL. PRINCE and MR. CAMERON supported the motion13®, 
MESSRS. PAPINEAU and NELSON ((opposed the motion. ))13/ 


MR. J. A. MACDONALD (Kingston) supported ... ((the motion)) because 
he thought it would settle the point for ever. As they were threatened 
with further proceedings of this sort with members of ((the)) House being 
brought to the bar, he thought they should settle at once by an author- 
itative vote of the House, what evidence could be received and what 
evidence could not. True the rules of evidence yaried in different 
countries and in different courts. but the general principles vo, evaceuce 
were alike. In all countries and in all courts of all law, eyidence was 
considered illegal which could not be held as sufficient and satisfactory 
proof to a reasonable man, and therefore unless a witness could assert 
from personal knowledge that which he was attempting to prove, his 
evidence should be rejected. If they weré to be at all bound to the 
laws of the English Parliament it was settled there authoritatively 
that secondary evidence could not be received. They ought certainly to 
be guided in a great measure by the usages of the English Parliament, and 
there it was authoritatively settled in the great case of Warren Hastings 
that secondary evidence should not be received, and it had been held as 
a Parliamentary law ever since, Every one must remember the answer of 
Charles James Fox to Napoleon when they were discussing trial by jury. 
Bonaparte said, "I don't like your trial by jury, it is inconvenient." 
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Pineerue tone peoples replied. Fox. ike thial by jury, because of the 
inconvenience." For the same reason he (Mr. MacD.) hoped the House would 
submit to the inconvenience of being hampered by the rules of evidence, 
for the moment they broke through these rules, the gentleman at the bar 
would be deprived of any protection. He would support the motion, and 

he hoped a division would be taken that it might be seen how political 
parties had voted on this great question.138 


(78) 
The House divided; and the names betng called for, they were taken 
down; as follow:-- 


YEAS. 


Messteurs Badgley, Cameron, Cayley, Crysler, Daly, Macdonald of 
GLENGARRY, Macdonald of KINGSTON, Stir Allan N. MacNab, Prince, Robinson, 
Sherwood of TORONTO, and Webster,--(12.) 


NAYS. 





Messteurs Beaubten, Bouthtliter, Cauchon, Chabot, Chauveau, PewWitt, 
Drummond, Duehesnay, Dumas, Fortier, Fournier, Guillet, Holmes, Jobin, 
Laterriére, Laurin, Marguts, M'Farland, Mongenats, Morrison, Nelson, 
Notman, Papineau, Taché, and Thompson.--(2a.) 

Mr. J. S. MacDonald, of Glengarry, was in his seat, but not voting 
it was noticed by SIR A. MACNAB,139 


He MR. ihe S. MACDONALD wished to be excused for the reason that he 
had not heard all the debatel49, 


bub the rules ef ithe House Cidid)) not°..% Cldmit)) this reasonl41l, 
MR. J. S. MACDONALD voted against Ministers.142 
(78) 


So tt passed tn the Negative. 


MR. DRUMMONDL43 begged permission to interrupt the proceedings before 
the House,144 to make a short statementl45 to offer some explanation, 
which the hon. member for Huron (Mr. Cayley) was entitled to have, in 
reference to the letter from thel4® Solicitor to the Bank of Englandl47 
which was produced by him, (Mr. Drummond) yesterday, during the debate 
on the supplies .148 As that letter was calculated to cast a prejudice 
on the late Inspector-General, which would be undeserved, he begged to 
read the statement sent down by the present Inspector-General, in explan- 
ation of the transaction, in order that justice should be done to 
Me Cayley .149 This letter had been placed in the hands of the Hon. 
Inspector General for the first time about an hour or two before the 
debate ((on the supplies.)) The original intention of the Hon. Inspector 
General, in bringing that document down to the House, was to communicate 
it to his predecessors, but having had no opportunity of doing so, before 
the debate, and finding the course he had adopted in his report of the 
17th inst., unexpectedly assailed by the hon. member for Huron, the Hon. 
Inspector General authorised him (Mr. D.) to make use of the letter in 
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his reply. The purport of that communication is certainly such as to 
convey the impression that the conduct of the late Hen. Inspector 

General was open to blame for not having made provision for the payment 
of either the principal or the interest of the loan effected by hin. 

Nor had the present Inspector General any reason to believe that the 
Cashier of the Bank of England could have been in error as to the facts. 
The subsequent explanations afforded him by the honorable member for 
Huron, have induced the Inspector General to offer through him to this 
Hon. House the following statement in reference to the matter, This 
statement I have reduced to writing in order to avoid the risk of either 
going beyond or falling short of the intentions of the Hon. Inspector 
General.150 He ((Mr. Drummond)) excused the present Inspector-General 
for permitting the reading of the letter alluded to, on the ground that 
he could not at present be supposed to De «acquainted with. the facts 
referred to in all the documents in the Department. Mr, Drummond then read 
the following statement:/°+ "With reference to the demand of the hon. 
member for Huron, the late Inspector General, for certain papers, the 
object of which is to explain his proceedings on the subject of the loan 
of £140,000, I have to state that there are documents in the possession 
of the Government (and if time allowed and the hon. gentlemen wished to 
have them produced they would be communicated to Parliament) which show 
that the loan in question was obtained with the sanction of the Imperial 
Government; and that no blame can be attached to the hon. gentleman 
opposite for its nonpayment. The delay in the negotiation of the Deben- 
tures dias béen caused lst by objections to their form, and latteniv.. 2t 
is to be presumed, owing to the state of the money market. On the subject 
of the interest, there appears to have been a misunderstanding, on the 
part of the Bank of England, in reference to the intentions of the 
honorable gentleman. As he has since explained them to the Inspector 
General, £25,000152 was paid to the Bank’of England to ithe crediijomtne 
"Canada Dividend Account'; and, in requesting that this amount should 

be so paid by the Imperial Government to the Bank, the hon. gentleman 
expected that it would have been applied to the payment of the January 
dividends, including the interest on the £140,000, But the Bank, as 
appears by their letter, have not so applied it, and the amount, consequent- 
ly stood to the credit of the Province with the Bank in January VastalL-3 


MR. CAYLEY said he was satisfied with the explanation given, and 
should not press for the production of the papers he had demanded.154 


(78) 

4, Dtd you protest agatnst the Qualification oaths of Mr. Carroll 
and of Mr. Campbell?--I did. 

5. Did the Returning Officer make any remark when you handed him 
the protest against Mr. Carroll's Qualification?--The protest I gave in 
against Mr. Carroll's Qualtfieation was general, on the ground of 
informality, and being contrary to the statute. When I handed tit to the 
Returning Officer, Mr. Carroll and he inspected tt for a few minutes, 
and the Returning Officer then came to me and satd, "Mr. Brown, what are 
the informalittes tn Mr, Carroll's Qualtfieatton?" I satd that I 
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thought that wae not a part of lis duty as Returning Officer, and declined 
telling him. Mr. Vanstttart satd he had no interest in the matter; tt 
was only <n order to keep the parttes right, He then took the protest, 
and Mr. Carroll's Qualifteatton, and consulted with one of the officials 
of the District; after tnspecttng them, they discovered that Mr. Carroll 
had omitted to desertbe the property upon which he qualifted. Mr. 
Vanstttart potnted thts out to Mr. Carroll, who amended his Qualification, 
interlining the property on whtch he qualified, as may be seen on the 
original document now in the possession of the House. 

6. In whose favor was the show of hands; and did the Returning 
Officer declare Mr. Hineks duly elected by a show of hands?--The show of 
hands was tn favor of Mr. Hincks, and the Returning Officer declared it 
so. 

e t days were fixed upon as the polling days; and were the days 
first fixed upon changed; and tf so, why were they changed?--At the com- 
mencement of the proceedings on the nomtnatton day, I was tnformed that 
the polling days would be Tuesday and Wednesday of the week following; 
but before the close of the proceedings, they were changed to Saturday 
and Monday, being New Year's day and the Town-Meetitng day. Of course, I 
have no posttive knowledge of the reason of thts change, but I can suspect 
the reason. 

8. Dtd the Returning Officer send etreularse to his Deputtes; and tf 
so, on what potnt; and did you apply to hun tn reference to those 
etreulars,--and what was his reply?--The Returning Offtcer did send 
etreulars to hts Deputrves in reference to his construction of the 
Naturaltzatton Act, He called at my hotel during the progress of the 
Electton, and I then took occasion to show him, tf posstble, that his 
instructions were tllegal, and ltkely to prove very injurious to Mr. 
Hincks' tnterest. He stated that he had taken legai adytce on the subject, 
and that had been his mature dectston. I then called hts attention to 
the proclamation whtch had just appeared <n the Royal Gazette, extending 
the Alten Act for a further pertod, and requested him, as he had already 
sent one ctrcular, that he would send another, bringing under the notice 
of his Deputies the proclamation tn the Royal Gazette. He satd he could 
not do that as tt would be taking a stde, and refused to comply with my 
request. JI think Mr. Vansittart said that he had not seen the Royal 
Gazette referred to. 

9. Was the Returntng Offtcer assoctated wtth Mr. Carroll's Comnittee 
during the Electton?--If I give any answer to that question, tt must be 
upon hearsay evtdence; evidence, however, of the truth of whteh I have 
no doubt. 

10. Did you tender a second Qualiftcation oath, or declaration of 
Qualtficatton by Mr, Hincks to the Returning Offteer, before the close of 
the Electton; and dtd he accept or refuse tt; and what happened as to 
tt2--Mr. Hineks had sent up, before the declaration day, a second Qualtft- 
catton, not doubting that the date of the first one was perfectly legal, 
but under the impresston that some Legal technicality might be found in 
the document. Thts impression, on examination, was seen to be unfounded; 
but as a rumour was current on the morntng of the declaration, that not- 
withstanding the large majority of votes whtch Mr. Hineks had recewed at 
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the Polls, the Returning. Officer was about to return Mr, Peter Carroll, 
I called upon Mr, Vanstttart at his office, and not finding him, spoke to 
him in the Court House on the subject of the second Qualtifteatton whitch 
I had recetved. JI told him that Mr, Hineks had no doubt, nor had I 
myself, nor counsel, whose opinion we had obtatned, that Mr. Hincks' 
first Qualtfteatton was perfectly valtd; but, as tt had been urged 
against that Qualtfteatton that, though Mr. Hincks might have been 
possessed of the necessary property in August preceding yet he might not 
be so qualtfted on the nomtnatton day, tn order to remove all eonsetenttous 
doubts which he mtght have upon returntng a gentleman posstbly not having 
the proper Qualtfteation, I had brought him a second Qualtftcatton oath, 
shewing that, tn fact, Mr. Hineks was possessed of the very same property 
one week before the nomtnatton. Mr. Vanstttart replted that vt was too 
Late; and did not wish to recetve tt. On my urging his recetving it, he 
did so; but brought tt again to me within a few minutes, and insisted 
on my taking tt from him, whtch I dtd. 

Ji. Is there any other matter or ctrewnstance within your own 
knowledge, not before mentioned by you, whitch you desire to state; or, 
tf menttoned, you wish to explatn?--Prevtous to the nomination, tt was 
generally believed, and indeed Mr. Vanstttart stated yesterday to the 
House, that he had taken legal advice on the potnt previous to the nomtn- 
ation, that Mr. Hineks' Qual<freatzon would be summarily refused by the 
Returning Officer on the nominatton day; and as we were, consequently, 
afraid of some such proceeding, we had arranged, tn that event, to bring 
forward another candidate. ‘Mr. Vanstttart's temporary acceptance of 
Mr. Hineks' Qualtfteatton deprived us of thts resource, and was, no doubt, 
the reason why the Qualtficatton was not summarily refused; besides this 
advantage that the step need not have been resorted to, tn case Mr. 
Carroll gatned the majority of votes. After Mr. Vanstttart declared 


(79) 
Mr. Carroll duly elected, tn addressing the Electors I commented on hts 
conduct, and mentioned that the only excuse I had heard for tt was, that 
he aeted on the advice of Mr. John Hillyard Cameron; and proceeded to 
shew that the advice of the leading partizans tn the contest was no 
excuse for hts not exererstng hts judgment tn so plain a case, Mr. 
Vanstttart rushed forward, and said, "that ts not true: I do not act i 
under the advice of Mr. Cameron." I appealed to Mr. Riddell, who was on 
the hustings, whether he had not told me so, and whether such was not the 
fact. Mr. Riddelt admitted tt to be the fact. The last potnt ts ag to 
the politteal partizan character of all the Deputy Returning Officers, 
and the tllegal conduet of many of them; but as petittons are before the 
House in reference to this, I concetve tt unnecessary to make any statement. 

By Mr. Prinee, 

12. Have you, stnee the examtnatton of Mr. Vanstttart, read or 
discussed any of the questtons put to, or answers made by, Mr. Vanstttart, 
at the bar, yesterday?--I took notes of Mr. Vanstttart's examtnatton 
yesterday, and I have discussed the mertts of his evidence. 

13. With whom have you discussed them, and where?--I believe that I 
have spoken on thts subject with most persons with which I have been 
since the evtdence has been taken. 
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14. Have you dtseussed the subject with any Member or Members of 
this House, and tf so, wtth whitch or whom of them?--I had no discusston 
with any Member of the House,--I have spoken to many of them, and stated 
to them my opinton; thetr names I cannot accurately condeseend upon. 

15, Did you at any tyne, prtor to this examination, recetpe any 
tntiumatton of the character of the questions whtch have been put to you; 
tf yes, from whom?--I was, as to some of those questtons, and as to others 
also whitch have not been put by Mr. Notman. 

16. You acted as the frtend of Mr. Hineks at the Election; did you 
so act by his destre, or as hts agent quthorized by him,--or were your 
services voluntarily proffered?--I was requested so to act by several 
datfferent parttes, and I understand that Mr. Hineks was one of those 
parties. It was exceedingly doubtful which I would be able to be tn 
Oxford durtng the Election, and Mr. Hineks' Qualtftcation had been many 
weeks prevtous to the Election lytng at Woodstock, for whoever should be 
his agent. On my arrtval <n Toronto the day previous to the nomina- 
tion, I found a Telegraph report watttng me, begging that I would go to 
Woodstock to represent Mr. Hineks; and on my arrival there, all the 
papers were handed to me, Mr. Hincks having, I presume, previously written 
that I would act as hts frtend, tf I could be present on the oeccaston. 

17. By whom were you telegraphed?--The communtcation was stgned by 
Mr, H. Holton; and Mr. Hineks has stnce told me he destred him to send 
tt on his behalf. 

18. You have stated that you talked with Mr. Notman-on this subject; 
were any of the questions shewn to you as tntended to be put to you by 
Mr. Notman, altered, amended, or withdraum at your suggestton?--Not 
one--and the questions whtch have not been asked, I think are those whtch 
I could not have answered, unless under hearsay evidence. 

19. Dtd you deliver in Mr. Hincks' declaration of Qualtfreation by 
hts destre; from whom dtd you recetve that declaration; and tf you did 
not deliver tt to Mr, Vanstttart, as Returning Officer, by Mr. Hincks!' 
destre,at whose instance dtd you so deliver tt?--As I have already stated, 
Mr. Hineks' Qualtfteatton was sent up to the County long prevtcus to 
the Eleetton, with tnstructtons from him that vt should be presented as 
hts Qualtfreatton, by whoever should represent him, tn case of an 
Eleetion occurring durtng hts absence in England. Before Mr. Hineks' 
arrival from England, tn this country, I was actively engaged in the 
County on his behalf; and at the request of many of the leading Electors, 
I had consented to act as Mr. Hineks' agent, tn case he dtd not arrive 
tn time for the Election. After Mr. Hincks arrtwved, he was tn full 
expectation of being present himself; but not betng able to overtake vt, 
he wrote to Mr. Shenstone, who held his Qualification, that I would 
probably be there to represent him, and in that cage to hand me the 
Qualification. Upon the authority of these docwnents, the knowledge 
from third parties that Mr. Hineks was destrous of my representing hum, 
and on my acquaintance with his handwriting, I acted. i 

20. Are you a freeholder of the County of Oxford; and, tf $0, did 
you vote at the late Election; and for whom?--I am not a freeholder in 
the County of Oxford, and I dtd not vote. 

21. Were you, on the day on whtch Mr. Vanstttart made his Return, 
threatened to be commttted by him for intemperate and abustve Language 
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used by you towards him ag Returning Officer?--The language I used on the 
declaration day would no doubt be differently estimated according to the 
vartety of optnton held as to hts conduct by different tndtviduals; but 
I belteve my own friends were of optnton that the language I used was 
temperate in the ctrewnstances, and well merited. Mr. Vanstttart dtd 
threaten to comntt me for putting a hypothetical case, that ~f a person 
under oath, on a perfectly clear case, dectded against common sense, upon 
the advice of any lawyer, whoever he might be, he was tn my optnion gurlty 
of moral perjury. He dtd not carry out hts threat, and I belveve he 
wtll himself adntt that my interference alone prevented vtolence ensu- 
ing in consequence of <~t--an interference which, on several oecastons 
during the Election, he asked and obtatned. 

22. Have you lately expressed your optnton as to the result of this 
investigation, or as to what puntshment ought to be awarded to Mr. 
Vanstttart for his conduct as Returning Offtcer?-- 


MR. J. SCOTT(Bytown) objected to the questions on the same ground as 
gentlemen on the opposite side had objected on the previous evening to 
Mr. Vansittart being asked as to matters of opinion, and this was a 
matter of precisely the same nature, No witness could be called upon 
to give his opinion. He objected to this question as being frivolous 
and only put to cause delay and gain time. What would it matter to 
the House what Mr. Brown's opinion was? Was it to guide them? Was it 
any matter to the House whether Mr. Brown had expressed an opinion or 
not? Had it any bearing on the case? Every one must see from the nature 
of the questions put by the hon. gentlemen on the other side, that it was 
done merely with a view of gaining time and nothing else. This was not 
the only question on which the time of the House had been taken up to 
no purpose. (Hear, hear.) He was but a young member and had sat in the 
House but a short time but he could point to several instances in which 
hon. members had kept the House sitting till early in the morning to 
serve purposes of their own, and that was doubtless the reason this 
guestion was now put; but the hon. gentlemen opposite might rest assured 
that if they were stubborn, so were his (Mr. S.’s) party, and that though 
they might be kept there for hours longer, they would carry their measures 
as they wished, notwithstanding the frivolous_and vexatious okstacles 
that might be thrown in the way. (Cheers. )1> 


COL. PRINCE had not had the benefit of the hon. gentleman's complaisant 
countenance until that moment. Where had he sprung from? Had he been to 
the dinner party at Monklands, and having left his last place of amusement 
come down to amuse the House? (Laughter.) He was told that the hon. 
gentleman was a lawyer by profession, he wished that he was one by 
practice too,for he had said that they had no right to ask a witness if 
he had ever expressed his opinion on any subject, 156 


MR. J. SCOTT attempted to explain.15/ 


CO. PRINCE.--He (Col. P.) had ears and could understand his own 
vernacular. (Laughter.) True the law in the different portions of the 
Province differed according to the capacity of those who were the 
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advocates of it, and pursued it as a profession; but was there any 

place where it was laid down that a witness could not be asked a question? 
The hon. member should not pretend to lecture those who had forgotten 
more law than he had ever learned, For his own part he thought that 

there was no objection to this question. 158 


MR. J. SCOTT had objected to this question on several grounds, 
because on the preceding night they had not been allowed to put a question 
to Mr. Vansittart of a similar kind, he objected to it on legal grounds, 
because part of the question required the opinion of the witness; and 
he also objected to it because the question was merely put to cause delay 
and annoyance.--The hon. member for Essex had said that the law differed 
in different parts of Upper Canada, The law in Bytown might be defec- 
tive, but he would ask the hon. member if the law in the Western part of 
the Province, from which he came, was not a little more defective, a 
little more arbitrary, and a little more--something else, than in any 
other part. (Loud cries of “Hear, hear.) The hon. gentlemen opposite 
might have forgotten more law than he (Mr. Scott) had ever known. He 
could readily believe that they had lost the little they ever had in their 
heads, when they told the House that they had themselves been pursuing a 
course this session which was good, sound, proper law; and notwithstanding 
the little experience he had had in the law, he must still maintain that 
his law was as good as that of the hon. member for Essex, and he should 
hope that whatever want he might have of legal knowledge, he never could 
during his life commit such a breach of the law, as every man in the 
House,and every inhabitant, of at least Upper Canada, knew the hon. 
member for Essex to have committed. 

The hon. gentleman sat down amidst much cheering.159 


COL. PRINCE.--The hon. gentleman who spoke last had yet to learn that 
truth was to be obtained by slow degrees: he had not learned to use his 
brains, if he had any. He jumped up and accused a gentleman of being 
guilty of a breach of the law without knowing what the law was. The 
object of this question was not delay; it was to obtain the truth, which 
could not be jumped at and caught suddenly; it must be obtained by slow 
and painful progress.160 


MR. J. S. MACDONALD (Glengarry) would ask his hon. friend, the member 
for Essex, who styled himself the "Old English Gentleman, full of British 
feeling, brim-full of right and just feelings," if it was fair to use the 
language which he had used this evening towards the gentleman at the bar, 
who was giving his evidence in a manner which could not be impeached, to 
charge him with being a "voluntary witness," a "willing witness." There 
was one satisfaction, and that was, that the hon. gentleman might rely 
upon it, that the day of retribution was at hand, and that though Mr. 
Brown was gagged at this moment, that he would have his answer. (Loud 
cries of "Hear, hear.)161 


(792 
I have expressed no opinton as to the result of this investigation. I 
have stated that in my optnion Mr. Vanstttart should be severely 
puntshed. 
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23. Did the Returning Offtcer inform you that the polling days would 
be Tuesday and Wednesday?--I am under that tmpresston, but I am not 
certatn that tt was hun. 
24. Are you aware that at any publte meettng, about or after the 
time of the Electton, a resolution or other declaration that Mr. Vanstttart 
was to be deprived ef hts-offtces was made, and that Mr. Hineks ought 
to enforce tt, tf he intended to be returned again for Oxford, or words 
to that effect?--I never heard of such a resolution, directly or tndtrectly. 
And then he was dtrected to wtthdraw. 


On motton of Mr. Notman, seconded by Mr, Cauchon, 


Ordered, That John George Vanstttart, Esquire, do appear forthwith at the 
bar of this House; that the foregoing evidence be read to hum, and 
that he be heard tn reference thereto. 


Mr. Vanstttart appeard at the bar accordingly; and the foregotng 
rder betng read to him, he stated that he lad no desire of taking up 
he time of the House by the reading of the evedence of Mr. Brown, having 
een present during hts exantnation: he subsequently addressed the 
House tn reference thereto. 


ct 
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MR. VANSITTART.--He would only make a very few remarks upon the 
evidence, as he did not wish to detain the House a moment longer than was 
necessary. The witness appeared to have a much more tenacious memory 
than he had, and appeared to have recollected things which he had entirely 
forgotten.--With regard to the first question and the answer about certain 
whisperings which were said to have taken place. Whatever of this nature, 
passed occurred during an interval in the proceedings, which was allowed 
until Mr. Campbell could prepare his qualification; that gentleman having 
come unprepared--During the time Mr. Campbell was preparing his qualifica- 
tion, Mr. Carroll, who was not sitting by his side approached, and, in an 
undertone, suggested something,relative to Mr. Campbell's qualification, 
that he thought would facilitate that gentleman's making his declaration. 
Mr. Brown, whe appeared to have assumed all the powers of a dictator, 
immediately pounced down upon him, (Mr, Vansittart) and accused him of 
improper conduct, in a very impertinent and uncalled fqrmanner. Mr. Brown 
had stated that he declared Mr, Hincks duly elected, upon the day of 
nomination, when he {Mr. V.) found he had a majority of yotes; but he 
never did so. Mr. Brown had then referred to the days of polling, and 
said that he had heard that the election would be held on Tuesday and 
Wednesday. What Mr. Brown might have heard, he (Mr. V.) could not tell, 
but he-certainly did not hear it from him, because he had not then 
determined upon the precise days. It had been said that he had chosen 
extraordinary days, for holding a poll. He had selected those days 
so that they would not interfere with the sittings of the Quarter 
Sessions, when he knew that many of the electors would be engaged at 
the Court; and with regard to the instructions, which it was stated 
he had sent to the Deputy Returning Officers, he did not send them 
any instructions; but he sent them all the information which he could 
give them, and which, he believed to be true,--he faithfully abstained 
from interfering with the duties of the Deputy Returning Cfficers, and he 
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could now, if he desired, show a letter from one of those gentlemen, 
desiring information. The question had been asked, if he had associated 
with Mr. Carroll's committee,and he had no hesitation in saying that he 
was several times in his committee room; he went to see persons there on 
business, and he did not think that he had committed any fault in doing 
so. Mr.Vansittart then, after commenting upon several parts of Mr. 
Brown's evidence, which he considered to be incorrect, and which, he 

said, he could prove by testimony to be so, stated he did not know’until 
he was called before the Bar what the charges against him were, and he 
therefore did not think it advisabhe to bring down from a distance of 

500 or 600 miles, a witness whose evidence he did not know he should 
need--he did not apprehend that he would be calledupon to answer, as a 
criminal, as he now found himself; and he would therefore, now crave 

time to bring down such evidence as would enable him to prove his 
character to be above suspicion.-—-He had borne, he trusted, an unblemished 
character up to that hour, and he never thought any person would have 
charged him with having sold himself. He did not disregard the offices 
which he had held under the Crown, &c. Since the District, in which he 
lived, was formed, he held the office of Inspector of Licenses, and he 
was prepared to prove that during the 8 or 9 years he had held this 
office, he had never asked the political opinion of any person who came 
before him in the discharge of his duties. He did not undervalue his 
office. At present, from the fact that an aged relative resided with him, 
he was in comparatively affluent circumstances; but, when death removed 
that aid from him, he would have mainly to depend upon his offices for 

his support. When he made his return he was aware that he would jeopardize 
his interests, that ft would place the Inspector General in a hostile 
position to him; but he found that the law required it, and he felt it 

to be his duty to make the return he had done--he did so, although he 
knew that it would injure him. He was thankful for the assistance which 
the office he held afforded him: and, a few years ago, when Mr. Malcolm 
Cameron, at that time Inspector of Public Offices, inspected his, he was 
pleased to express himself highly satisfied with the manner, in which he 
fulfilled his duties. During the time he held office he had never been 

a partizan, and never had attended public meetings, because he felt his 
hands tied, and, as far as the office he held was concerned, he had done 
his duty. If it was considered necessary in consequence of the return he 
had made, that this office should be taken away, he bowed to the decision 
of the House. But the House had gone further: it had made charges against 
him,which would brand him as a person who had deceived a constituency. 

He regretted that he had done wrong, but he had acted from conscientious 
and honest motives, and claimed from the House that it should not put that 
censure upon him which he felt he did not deserve. He would now present 

a petition, praying that he be allowed time, to procure evidence, to 

prove that much of what Mr. Brown had stated, was erroneous. Another 
charge which had been made against him was, that he had appointed partizan 
Deputy Returning Officers. He had a letter in his hands which he had sent 
to a friend in London, requesting him to inform him if he could suggest 

to him any persons whom he thought would be proper persons to appoint as 
Deputy Returning Officers; which letter might be useful to show what kind 
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of persons he desired to appoint, and which showed that he wished to 
appoint moderate and unprejudiced men, as Deputy Returning Officer.16 
Mr. Vansittart read the letter alluded to 


(79) 
And then he was dtrected to withdraw. 
(80) 
Petition of Str Allan N. MacNab brought up a Petitton 
oles of John George Vanstttart, Esquire, Returning 
Vanstttart. Officer at the last Election for the County of 
Oxford. 


Mr. Vansittart's petition was read and received 164 


MR. NOTMAN had been requested by Mr. Brown to desire that he might 
be permitted to give an explanation of a few words on the part of his 
testimony, in reply to some remarks--165 


SIR A. MACNAB interrupted Mr. Notman, and declared that it would be 
absurd to allow the witness to reply. He moved, seconded by MR. J. A. 
MACDONALD, that the petition of George Vansittart, Esq,, be received and 
read,and that the rules of the House, so far as related to the said 
petition, be dispensed with.t 


(80) 
Ordered, That the Petttton be now read; and that the Rules of thts House 
be suspended as regards the same, 

And the satd Petttton was read; setttng forth:--That prtor to being 
placed at the bar of the House, the Pettttoner had recetped no tntimatton 
of the course that would be adopted towards him, and was not tn any 
manner made aware that evtdence would be addyced agatnst him: That the 
Petittoner begs to say, that several of the statements made by George 
Browum, Esquire, at the. bar of the House, as a witness, relat tve to the 
conduet of the Pettrttoner, are eenoncene and not founded in facet; and that 
the Petitioner will be able, tf time ts afforded hin, to disprove such 

erroneous and tlil-founded statements by competent and credible witnesses; 
that such witnesses rest~de tn the County of Oxford, and that, tf permitted, 
the Petitioner will procure thetr attendance at the bar of the House; and 
praytng that no deetston may be come to by the House on the Petittoner's 
case, tnvolving as tt does not only hts future prospects, but affecting 
his personal honor, until an opportunity ts gtven him of producing the 
satd testimony. 


SIR A. MACNAB then moyed that the prayer of the petition of George 
Vansittart, Esq., be granted, and that he haye time to produce the testimony 
offered in the said petition till the fourth day of the next session of 
Parliament, and that the said John George Yansittart do attend at the 
Bar of the House upon that day. 167 


MR.NOTMAN had no desire to oppose the prayer of the petition: he 
should support the motion.168 


COL. PRINCE then rose, and, after eulogising Mr. Vansittart for his 
eloquent and satisfactory defence, asked honorable gentlemen opposite if’ 
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they would not at once resolye to acquit that persecuted gentleman, and 
relieve him from the trouble and expense of a journey next year, to 
establish a defence which he could not but believe had impressed every 
member of the House with a conviction of its truthfulness.l69 The rights 
and privileges of the House had been vindicated. Was it worth while, 
therefore, to proceed further in the matter?170 


MR. DRUMMOND said that his feelings had been aroused by the appeal 
made by the gentleman at the Bar. He saw that he was not the true 
delinquent, but that they had the true delinquent on the floor of the 
House (cheers.) He had been moved by the appeal of the gentleman at the 
Bar, because he believed him to have been led astray by the wily words of 
those who had tortured the clear and simple letter of the law into fraud 
and falsehood. He could perfectly understand the position of a person 
holding an office under the Crown, so that although he blamed Mr. Vansittart 
for having accepted the position of Returning Officer, the greatest blame 
was with the Administration for having imposed upon one of their own 
servants the task of doing a double service for them, lest he should be 
deprived of his office. It would be an act unbecoming British statesmen, 
unbecoming men of honour and honesty, to refuse Mr. Vansittart the simple 
request which he had made, He (Mr. Drummond) was not prepared to 
recede one inch from the ground he had taken, that Mr. Vansittart had 
been guilty of a violation of the law, He had resolved with the House 
that Mr. Vansittart had violated the law, but he denied that he had 
ever charged him with a misdemeanour. The hon. member who dealt out 
"Sandwich law," instead of the law of the land, told them that they had 
accused him of a misdemeanour. He (Mr. D.) had always understood, that 
following the principles of the code of every civilised and enlightened 
nation, it was necessary to charge a man with wilful and malicious 
violation of the taw, before it could be said that he had been guilty of 
a misdemeanour. But the hon. member for Essex, judging of the law by that 
practised in his own neighborhood, told them that they had declared 
Mr. Vansittart guilty of a misdemeanour; it was not so; the House had done 
no such thing, and in that they had acted more generously than the 
British House of Commons had fréquently done in similar cases. They 
had not resolved that he was guilty of a misdemeanour, but that he had 
violated the law; and it remained to be seen whether he had done it 
wilfully “malicicusiy, or corruptly; and, of course, if he did <it 
corruptly, it must have been done wilfully and maliciously. Upon this 
point he was yet in doubt. He had been struck by the ability and talent 
displayed by Mr. Vansittart at the bar; so striking was it as almost to 
exclude the idea of his having been unable to interpret a law, which was 
so plain that he who can might read. But had he not seen hon. members 
on the floor of that House of high intelligence, whose wits seemed to be 
actually bewildered by the sophisms which they had heard from the other 
side of the House, thrown into a state of doubt by the amazing volubility 
of the hon. member for Cornwail, by the immense number of precedents 
which he quoted, whether applicable or not,--by his wonderful recollection 
of dates, and names and places. He was not astonished, therefore, 
that Mr. Vansittart, who, being in doubt, had gone to the hon. member-- 
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he was not astonished that to the short space of a quarter of an hour 

that hon. gentleman should have so perfectly overwhelmed him with law and 
precedents, that Mr. Vansittart did not really know what course he should 
adopt in the matter. He (Mr. D.) had sometimes listened to the hon. 
member in utter amazement, almost incapable of understanding what he was 
driving at, until after due and mature reflection he found that the hon. 
member had been referring them to Maull and Selwyn, to find out the 
definition of the simple word "Candidate" (loud cheers); and he had felt 
disposed to ask where they were to look for a definition of the word 
"quibbler." (Renewed cheering.) The hon. gentleman jumped up and over- 
whelmed them with precedents, names, and dates, and defied them to produce 
authorities for their opinions, as if no one dared venture an opinion 
unless a precedent could be found about the year 1650, where a similar 
opinion had been insisted on by some one with a high sounding name. 
(Cheers.) And, on the other hand, the hon. member for Toronto came down 
to the House and accused them of violating all precedents-—-violating the 
rights and liberties of British subjects--doing what no deliberative body 
in the world ever did before,--and talking about the cry which would go 
through the country--throughout the world,--although he knew full well 
that the cry raised by him would be caught up by none save the few pitiful 
curs who yelped at the heels of such declaimers. That honourable member 
got up and defied them to produce authorities,--and immediately authorities 
were produced in crowds,--and it was shown that the course of the British 
House of Commons had invariably been first to resolve that the person, 
standing in the position of Mr. Vansittart, had been guilty of a violation 
of the law and the privileges of Parliament, and then not to intimate it 
to him, as they had done with great delicacy, to attend at the bar on a 
certain day, but to send for him by the Sergeant-—at-Arms, and compel him 
to pay the expenses.--He (Mr. D.) considered--and he defied hon. members 
to prove the contrary--that their course towards Mr. Vansittart had been 
just--(hear, hear)-- that they had adopted the proper course,--and that 
was the course which he hoped they would ever adopt. He was prepared to 
follow precedents, when good, but bad precedents he would not adopt. 
(Hear, hear.) On the other side of the House every effort had been made 
to cast ridicule upon this examination, but the attempt would recoil 

upon their own heads, the people of the country knew that the majority 
were acting not for themselves but for the people. Had they not petitions 
entreating them not to shrink from their duty in this case? Had they not 
complaints from one end of the country to the other with reference to the 
conduct of the Returning Officers, at the late general election? He 
regretted that this examination had been so unnecessarily long and tedious, 
but at the same time he could not regret that the spirit of the hon. 
gentlemen on the other side had been shown to the country. They had talked 
of a conspiracy against Mr. Vansittart on this side of the House, but 

on this examination they had been able to obtain a further insight into 
the deep, dark, diabolical conspiracy, organized by the late Administra- 
tion for the purpose of overthrowing the liberties of the people, of 
stifling the voice of the people of Canada. (Loud cheers.) That 
diabolical conspiracy, which had attempted to overrule the elections 
throughout Upper and Lower Canada; and throughout the advice, the 
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instructions, the opinions were the same. (Cheers.) The men who gave 
them were not the same; but the organization,the plan was the same. It 
was evident that that plan, that organization had been formed in the same 
council chamber, within the walls of the same council. (Cheers.) There 
had been too much similarity observed throughout for them to shrink from 
this conclusion. Aye, and the question put by the hon. member for Essex 
to Mr. Brown, whether he had adduced any authority from Mr. Hincks to 

act as his agent, was a part of the same conspiracy; this was the first 
step in the plan, to prevent the true and full expression of opinion on 
the part of the people. (Hear, hear.) Written powers of attorney were 
demanded from every agent by every deputy who served under every Returning 
Officer appointed by the late Ministry; spurning by this course the 

great principle that no man can demand his authority of an agent save 

the principal himself. He knew not if this was the law at Sandwich, but 
it was the rule of law in all civilized parts of the world. Then they 
had seen the advice given concerning the qualification, they had seen 
that in one, two, and three counties the election had been fixed for the 
same day and short notice had been given in various parts of the country 
on the same advice. They must therefore be convinced when they considered 
all these things, that Mr. Vansittart, if he be guilty, was more the 
victim of the crimes of others than an offender himself; but they must 
see to the instrument as well as to the makers, and punish him if they 
found him guilty, at the same time it would be unworthy of a British or a 
Canadian Legislature to refuse him the simple request which he had now 
made. He (Mr. D.) sympathised deeply with Mr. Vansittart, because he 
believed him to have been victimised like too many others. He thought 
that the country would be grateful to the House for this investigation, 
because it would not only deter other Returning Officers in future from 
obeying the improper orders of those who had appointed them, but it would 
also deter future Administrations from daring to trade with the liberties 
of the people, and to interfere with the elective machine. (Cheers. )1/1 


SIR A. MACNAB was sorry the hon. gentleman had worked himself into 
such a passion about nothing.1/2 


MR. DRUMMOND.--It might be nothing to the hon. and gallant knight, 
but the people did not think that it was nothing.1/73 


SIR A. MACNAB thought the country would think it very foolish bringing 
Mr. Vansittart there at all. He could tell the hon. member for Shefford 
that the late Solicitor General was as well known in Canada as he was, 
and that it would he well for him if he would ever earn so high a 
reputation in his profession as the hon. member for Cornwall, than whom no 
man in the Province possessed a higher, and one which was not likely to 
suffer much in public estimation from the attacks of the hon. gentleman 
opposite.l74 


MR. CAMERON had no doubt that he should have many opportunities 


of replying to the hon. member for Shefford, notwithstanding that that 
hon. gentleman had decided to turn him out of his seat.175 


MR. DRUMMOND denied that he expressed any such determination; he had 
merely said, when the hon. member had expressed surprise at the committee 
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having adjourned till next session, that had it not adjourned, he must, 
following his civil law impressions, have decided against him, but that 
he had taken time to look into the authorities to which the attention of 
the committee had been called--He had said this in confidence, and he 
asked was it fair or honourable in the hon. member for Cornwall to found 
such an accusation upon it? (Loud cries of hear, hear.)1/76 


MR. CAMERON.--Whether it was meant in confidence or not, it 
had been said in the presence of his friends around him. The hon. 
gentleman had called him "quibbler": he would return the compliment 
and call him braggart. The hon. gentleman, knowing that the House was 
on the eve of adjourning--that the country was about to lose the 
benefit of their services--had desired that the flash of his lamp should 
be seen brightest at the hour of expiration, and therefore he had taken 
the opportunity to make a grand--a splendid speech. The hon. member might 
take any steps he chose, and make use of any power that was in his hands 
in any way that he thought justifiable; but let him not imagine that 
anything he could say could damage his (Mr. Cameron's) character in this 
House or out of doors. He (Mr. C.) was quite as well known in Upper Canada 
as the hon. gentleman was in Lower Canada. He was well known in the 
circle of his profession for bringing forward precedents; and he would 
like to know if: it. were to be laid asa fault against..any,man that, in 


arguing before this House or any where else, he took care to ... ((form)) 
himself as strongly as he could hy the law of the land and the precedents 
of his country. ... ((1t)) was a weak and shallow attack, especially 


from one belonging to the legal profession. -He should be ever ready to 
meet the hon. member for Shefford, and would take up the gauntlet whenever 
he threw it down.1/7 


COL. PRINCE1/78 rose for the purpose of replying to some of the obser- 
vations of the hon. and learned member for Shefford (Mr. Drummond) and 
others who had preceded him in the debate. That honorable member had 
appeared to take advantage of that, the last night of the session, to 
pronounce an eulogy upon the Ministers whom he so ahly and constitutionally 
represented, and to censure, at the same time, the honorable and learned 
member for Cornwall for the professional advice which he had given to 
the gentleman who had just retired from the Bar. He (Col. P.) would, 
however, take the liberty of telling the hon. member for Shefford, that 
no eulogium he might bestow upon the present Administration could raise 
them in the estimation of the people at large, or justify the acts 
committed by them during even the short period they had been in power. 
Their overbearing, if not tyrannical, conduct, was exemplified in the 
cases of the three Returning Officers, who had been summoned from their 
distant homes, unjustly and unnecessarily summoned, in his opinion, and 
then proroguing the House at so early a period of the Session, without 
having conferred upon the country any substantial benefits, by passing 
important acts or otherwise, must stamp them as men unfit for business, 
or, at least unequal to the task of administering the Government of 
hts important Colony. He (Col. P.) would refer to the subject more 
immediately under debate, namely, the trial of Mr. Vansittart. The great 
organ of the Ministry, as he was called, backed by the second toned 
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instrument, "Glorious Old Norfolk," had refused to allow Mr. Vansittart 

to be heard in his defence by Counsel at the Bar, and that refusal had 
been backed by a large majority of this House, who, for the most part, 
seemed to be captivated with these organ notes. Such a refusal was 

unjust and anti-British; and Mr. Vansittart had been condemned by the 
resolution they passed, without a trial, aye, even without a hearing! 

And he would ask to what had the examination for hours together, of the 
witness,the only witness, (and a very willing witness he was, and an 
avowed partizan too of the persecutors of Mr. Vansittart,) tended.1/9 
((He)) contended that Mr. Vansittart ought to have every opportunity to 
rebut the evidence brought against him.180 By whom was that evidence 
given? One George Brown, a printer at Toronto--a man unknown except as 

a violent partizan of Radicals--of Destructives--and as editor of a 
libellous and scandalous paper called "The Globe," had appeared before 
them in the character of Squire Brown, or George Brown Esquire. From the 
manner in which that Brown gave his evidence--from his prevarication--and 
the reluctance which he exhibited to answer the questions put to him by 
him (Colonel Prince) after he had so glibly answered those by the prosecu- 
tors or Mr Vansittart, he (Col. Prince) wes inclined to think that he 
belonged to a peculiar class of "Esquires." A person asked Macklin, the 
player, to subscribe to some charitable institution——Macklin threw down a 
£10 bank note upon the table. The man requested the favour of his Christian 
name and profession, that so generous a benefactor might be on the list. 
Macklin replied, "Put me down Charles Macklin, a rogue and vagabond by Act 
of Parliament." And he, Col. Prince, would remind the House that by 

an old obsolete English Statute "Players" are denominated "rogues and 
vagabonds."" "Impossible," cried the man; "you must, Sir, permit me to 

put your name down as Charles Macklin, Esquire." "Well, do so, replied 
Macklin, "for I believe the three terms are synonomous (sic) in these 
days"--(laughter.) And, continued Col. Prince, when the opportunity is 
afforded to me, as it must eventually be, to sift this Squire Brown's 
testimony, and to shew it up in its true deformity, piece by piece, I 
foretell that this House, if it possesses any virtue or honest indignation, 
will put that willing and dishonest witness in the same category as 
Macklin placed his "Esquire." He (Col. Prince) pronounce((d)) that George 
Brown, Esquire, to be a man unworthy of belief;and he would find himself 
"done brown," indeed, before this case would be finally adjudicated upon, 
unless he (Colonel Prince) was very much mistaken. Colonel Prince then 
proceeded to argue at much length upon the weakness of the case made out 
by the Ministry (because it was their case after all) against that 
Returning Officer.181 The proceedings of the House in this case had been 
marked by tyranny and oppression. Tyranny and oppression had been 
exercised against Mr. Vansittart in a manner subversive to the law of the 
land--of the law of evidence and of the law of Parliament.182 He showen 
(sic) that no grounds had been laid for his accusation, and that after 

the clear and unanswerable, as well as gentlemanly defence, made by 

Mr. Vansittart in the trying situation in which he had been placed, it 
would become the House to dismiss him from the Bar and from all further 
annoyance; and the Colonel made a powerful appeal to their sense of 
justice and honour, and to their better feelings to stop there--at once, 
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and forever--the proceedings against that Returning Officer. Colonel 
Prince then replied to some observations made during the debate by another 
learned and hon. member!83. The hon. member from Bytown, who came amongst 
them like a comet, had184 taunted him with having a peculiar law of his 
own--a Sandwich Law--invented and summarily carried out by himself .185 
He'd tell the House to what he and other gentlemen alluded. "Sandwich 
Law" was this: to deal out summary punishment when it was necessary; 

that was "Sandwich law,"’ and that was the law which he (Colonel Prince) 
would always act upon when necessity required it.186 It, of course, 

must have been obvious to all then present that the member for Bytown 
intended to cast reflections upon him for his conduct on the 4th 

December, 1838, when he ordered 5 scoundrels to be shot at Windsor, and 
which was done according. He thanked the member for Bytown for having 
brought the allusion so prominently before the House, because it afforded 
him (Col. P.) an opportunity of--not repudiating--but reiterating the 
legality, and the justice, and the strict propriety of his acts upon that 
occasion--and which saved the further effusion of human blood, and perhaps, 
in the end, the lives of many who had ungratefully and cruelly calumniated 
him. 187 Why did not the hon. gentleman come out openly and accuse John 
Prince of having acted contrary to law, and ordered five vagabonds to be 
shot?188 God forbid, that necessity should again be required to demand a 
repetition of those acts; but he would now tell the member for Bytown as 
he told the Lieutenant-Governor that day, (Sir George Arthur,) that no 
censure, no prohibition, should ever restrain him (Col. P.) from pursuing 
a similar line of conduct under similar circumstances. He did not stand 
there to boast or to glory in the act--it was a sad and a melancholy duty 
to perform; but stern necessity demanded it, and he would not shrink from 
the demand. As he said before, God forbid that such a necessity should 
ever again arise; but he there, from his place in that House, told hon. 
members, and he desired to be distinctly heard within its walls, that if 
foreign commotions, in near or distant lands, or if internal dissentions 
should hereafter procreate in this province, sympathizers and pirates, 

and invaders of the class of 1838, or of any such ruffians or similar 
kidney, and if such sympathizers ever dared to act as they acted,189 and 
if he had a command, which he hoped he should not have, except over his 
fellow citizens,190 and ((if they)) fell into his hands as they did, not 
one should be released--191 he'd order them to be shot or hanged;192 the 
penalty of death, (a penalty to be justified and enforced only under 

such circumstances, and for self-preservation) should assuredly follow 

the commission of their crimes, when the murderer was taken with the weapon 
in his hand--and the only difference he should make would be as to the 
mode of execution--the gallows, and not the soldier's death, should be the 
portions of such rascals!l93 Instead of flinching from enquiry on the 
subject, he was proud to have been the means of stopping invasion and 
bloodshed: and if ever again foreign pirates came to molest himself or 
his neighbours, he would deal out summary law, and not wait to try them in 
a court of law, but hang them.194 Col. Prince then addressed himself to 
the House upon various other points in Mr. Vansittart's as well as in the 
late case of Mr. Norval; and having replied to some observations reflecting 
upon his consistency, he concluded by asuring (sic) the organs of the 
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Ministry, and the Ministry itself, and the whole House, that the charge 
of inconsistency should never more be made against him, that he was by 
education a British Whig, that he had, at times, lent his humble aid in 
the Provincial Parliament to those who, styling themselves Reformers, he 
thought were Whigs as he was, but he had been deceived; he had found them 
less liberal than the true liberal Conservatives in fostering and carrying 
out legitimate reforms--that the main reform in their creed appeared to 
him to be the reformation of place, and power, and patronage, and trans- 
ferring the position to themselves; that they had elevated to the highest 
political honors men utterly unfit for such positions,--and had insulted 
by such acts those of education and ability,--that they had manifested a 
desire to check private enterprise and public improvements,--and that, in 
time to come, he should repudiate such pseudo-reforms, and steadfastly 
adhere, so long as he held a seat in Parliament, to the cause of true 
Conservatism with more consistency than may, perhaps, prove agreeable to 
his hon. friends on the other side, notwithstanding the gallant minority 
to which he then had the honor to belong forming in that House "Her 
Majesty's loyal Opposition."' The Col. sat down amidst loud applause.195 


MR. J. S. MACDONALD was very sorry that one who had on many occasions 
stood up in behalf of the injured and oppressed, should have taken this 
occasion to deal out the language which the hon. member for Essex had done 
towards an individual at the bar of this House whom he knew to be unable 
to address the House. If the hon. gentleman was smarting under the lash 
of what the gentleman at the bar had written in the Globe, he might have 
used the same means of reply, as a large part of the press of Canada would 
be open to him. 196 


COL. PRINCE.--I would not condescend to do it.197 


MR. J. S. MACDONALD.--But was it fair, he would ask him, in the position 
in which Mr. Brown was placed at the bar--gagged so that he could not 
answer to the accusations and motives imputed to him--to assail him as he 
had done? He was charged as a vagabond and a scoundrel--with giving his 
evidence for party purposes. Those who knew Mr. Brown, knew him to be 
incapable of such a thing (hear, hear): they knew that his talents had 
been appreciated in Upper Canada, and that no man wielded a more powerful 
influence there; and yet upon this occasion the "English gentleman," who 
had talked so much about British practice and fair play, and who had stood 
out boldly and manfully in his defence of Mr. Vansittart, attacked the 
gentleman at the bar when he was unable to say a word in his defence. 
(Hear, hear.) He (Mr. McD.) had referred to the Globe, and he did it 
because he felt certain that the time would come when the hon. member 
should have his answer thundered from one end of the Province to the other. 
The hon. gentleman might sneer at the press but was he impervious to the 
attacks of the press? He (Mr. McD.) doubted if there was any man in the 
House less so. (Hear, hear.) Let no man pretend to say that the press 
did not rule public opinion in the country. (Hear, hear.) He knew it was 
fashionable for gentlemen to say that they did not care what was in the 
papers, whilst at the same time they procured them and read them secretly; 
and certainly no man had been more the subject of the press than the hon. 
member for Essex. (Hear, hear.) What he complained of to-night was not 
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that his hon. friend had. defended Mr. Vansittart, but that he had acted 
in a manner in which no true-hearted Englishman would ((wish)) to act 

towards Mr. Brown at the bar; but he was satisfied that that gentleman 
would, ere long, defend himself in the proper place. (Hear, hear.)198 


MR. J. SCOTT again addressed the House, and stated in the course of his 
observations that he had never in his life heard or read of a case of such 
atrocity as the conduct of the hon. member for Essex, in shooting the five 
men to whom he had referred; and he could tell that hon. gentleman, that 
if ever such a thing took place in Canada again in any circumstances, it 
would not escape so easily; and had not Canada been in a state of excite- 
ment and confusion at the time, the hon. and learned member would have 
taken his trial as a murderer; and if ever again a similar act of villany 
(sic) was committed, the man who did it, would stand a very good chance of 
being convicted and hung. (Cheers.)199 


MR. RICHARDS defended the course of Mr. Drummond in the Cornwall 
election, and accused Col. Prince of ungenerous conduct, in attacking, 
as he did, the young and inexperienced members of the House. 200 


COL. PRINCE denied that he had acted in an ungenerous manner, and 
defied the hon. member to point to one occasion in his Parliamentary 
career in which he had said a harsh word or used rough language without 
being first attacked. He should never have alluded to the Sandwich 
affair had he not been goaded into it by the hon. member for Bytown and 
others. He was a child in gentleness of heart, but when attacked he had 
the fierceness of the bull-dog.201 


4 MR. CAMERON had not intended to impute to the hon. member for 
Shefford any unfairness when acting as Chairman of the Cornwall Election 
Committee; and if he had been so understood by the hon. member, he begged 
to offer him a frank and fair apology. (Cheers.)202 


MR. MORRISON203 said he would not have risen on this occasion had it 
not been for the disgraceful and unmanly attack made by an hon. member 
opposite (Col. Prince) on the gentleman who had given evidence at the 
Bar. 204 ((He)) rose for the purpose of vindicating the character of the 
gentleman at the bar. He had known that gentleman for years, and would 
believe his word as soon as that of the hon. member for Essex. When that 
hon. gentleman said that he had used no "rough language" in the House, 
his conduct to-night gave him the lie. He had used unmanly, cowardly 
language. 295 He had heard the language used by that hon. member with 
disgust, uttered, as it was, against one who, by the rules of the house, 
could not say a word in his own defence.206 He talked of his "British 
feeling,'' and had referred them to the Sandwich matter; but was murder 
consistent with British feeling? (Loud a He might talk207 
daily208 of being an "old English gentleman"--299 was the language used 
that of a gentleman? was it British-like to insult one whose hands were 
tied up, and whom he dared not have so maligned under different circum- 
stances? Thank God, it was not.210 He might sneer at Canada, and get 
up and attack the young men growing up in Canada who would replace that 
gentleman and others like him. He (Mr. M.) had seen more unmanly and 
un-British feeling in this House than he ever expected to witness in a 
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British Colony.--Every evening that gentleman (pointing to Col. Prince) 
had played his fantastic antics before the House, to amuse not the members 
of this House, but the gallery. (Cheers.) He was but a young member of 
the House, but he would ever maintain the character of a gentleman, and 
never allow an individual talking of his "British feeling"to traduce the 
conduct of any one at the bar. The gentleman at the bar had been called 
a "scoundrel." Other individuals within these walls might be deserving 
of the name, but he was not. (Hear, hear.)211 He could tell the hon. 
member that whatever might be his opinion of Mr. Brown, the testimony of 
that gentleman would receive credence in Upper Canada far beyond his 
(Col. Prince's) own. For his (Mr. Morrison's) part, he had known Mr. 
Brown for many years, and he could only say that he would at any time take 
his word much sooner than he would the oath of the honorable member for 
Essex, 212 (Cheers. )213 There was no member of that House who held a 
more unblemished character in Upper Canada than the gentleman who had 
been so foully-maligned214. If conduct like this was to be tolerated, 
the sooner they had no House of Assembly the better. (Cheers.) This was 
the first time he had addressed the House, he had not intended to have 
done so until he was acquainted with its usages and customs, but when he 
saw a gentleman like Mr. Brown called to the bar, called a scoundrel, and 
insinuations leveled against him, the British feeling that he had within 
him was aroused. He trusted that conduct like this would be put down in 
future sessions, and that individuals would not be allowed to jump up 

and traduce the conduct of gentlemen. He repeated that there was no 
member in that House of more unblemished character than the gentleman who 
had been so foully maligned, and it would matter little to him what 
opinion might be held of him by a man who had blood stains on his hands, 
and had been pronounced guilty of murder--cold blooded murder--by a 
British House of Peers. (Great cheering.)215 


COL. PRINCE replied briefly to the speech of Mr. Morrison, and said 
he would extend to him the mercy of silence. 216 


(80) 
Ordered, That the prayer of the satd Petition be granted, and the 
Petittoner have time to produce the testimony offered in hts Petition, 


until the fourth day of the next Sesston of Parliament. 


Ordered, That the said John George Vansittart, Esqutre, do attend at the 
Bar of this House, on that day. 





Message The Honorable Mr. Boulton delivered to Mr. 
from Hts Speaker a Message from Hts Excellency the Gover- 
Excellency. nor General, stgned by His Excellency. 


And the said Message was read by Mr. 
Speaker, all the Members of the House being uncovered, and is as followeth:-- 
ELGIN AND KINCARDINE. 


Despatches The Governor General transmits for the 
relative to information of the Legtslative Assembly, the 
Emigration. accompanying coptes of Despatches from Her 


Majesty's Secretary of State, relative to the 
Emigratton of last year. 
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Government House, 


Montreal, 21st March, 1848. 

Appendix (W.) For the Documents accompanying the above Mes- 
sage, see Appendix (W.) 

Jesutts ' The Honorable Mr. Boulton presented, pursuant 

Estates. to an Address to Hts Excelleney the Governor 


General,--Return to an Address from the Legts- 
lative, Assembly to Hits Excellency the Governor General, dated 16th March, 
praytng His Excelleney to cause to be laid before the House, a copy of the 
Security Bond gtven by Louts Eléonore Dubord, Esquire, as Agent for the 
Jesutts' Estates tn the District of Three Rivers. 





Appendix (X.) For the satd Return, see Appendtx (X.) 


Then, on motion of Mr. Richards, seconded by Mr. M'Farland, 
The House adjourned?1/ until to-morrow at two o'clock, P.M. 


FOOTNOTES: 22 MARCH 1848. 
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1848, GLOBE, 25 March 1848, MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 March 1848, and 
BRITISH WHIG, 25 March 1848, in identical accounts. 

5. BRITISH COLONIST, 24 March 1848. 

6. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 March 1848. 
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MONTREAL COURIER, HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 8 April 1848, MONTREAL GAZETTE, 
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HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 25 March 1848, ST. CATHARINES JOURNAL, 30 March 1848, 
and CHATHAM GLEANER, 28 March 1848, noted the debate in identical 
accounts. Vansittart's speech was identically reported in PILOT, 
1 April 1848, MONTREAL GAZETTE, 27 March 1848, and HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 
8 April 1848. Wherever these portions of the account in HAMILTON 
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selected, the HAMILTON SPECTATOR has been reproduced because it is 
much more legible. The debate was carried on till 3 o'clock in the 
morning and was described as very lively by the newspapers. '"'The 
discussion was carried on very warmly at different periods of the 
evening", noted MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 23 March 1848. LE CANADIEN, 
27 March 1848, called it "orageux" and went on to observe: ‘''Dans 
le cours de cette discussion extrémement courtoise et parlementaire 
les mots "ruffians,'"’ assassin, meurtrier, brigand, spectre vengeur, 
atrocité, etc., ont plu de tous cotés. Les cris d'"ordre," d'"écoutez," 
etc., ont couvert, 4 plusieurs reprises, la voix des orateurs." 
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Sherwood "spoke at great length". 


IBID., noted that MacNab rose "in apparent consternation". 
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71. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 8 April 1848. 
72Ze PILOT, 30 March 1848. 
73. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 8 April 1848. 
742 ~PLLOL, 30 March 1848. 
75. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 8 April 1848. 
76. PILOT, 30 March 1848. 
77. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 8 April 1848. 
78. LE CANADIEN, 27 March 1848, described Cameron's speech as "entiérement 
virulent". 
79. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 8 April 1848. 
SO, | FILOT, 30 March 1648. 
81. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 8 April 1848. 
S25 BELO. 30 March, 1848. 
83. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 8 April 1848. 
84. PILOT,.30 March 1848. 
85. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 8 April 1848. 
66, PILOF,.30 March. 1848. 
87. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 8 April 1848. 
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89. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 8 April 1848. 
90. BILOR, 30 March 1848. 
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92. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 8 April 1848. 
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95. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 8 April 1848. 
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113. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 8 April 1848. 
114. PILOT, 30 March 1848. 
115. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 8 April 1848. 
116. PILOT, 30 March 1848. 
117. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 8 April 1848. 
118. PILOT, 30 March 1848. 
119. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 8 April 1848. 
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120. PILOT, 30 March 1848. 

121. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 8 April 1848. 
122. PILOT, 30 March 1848. 

123. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 8 April 1848. 
124. PILOT, 30: March L846. 

125. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 8 April +1848. 
126. PILOT, .30 March. 1848. 
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HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 8 April 1848. 

PILOT, *L April *1648- 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 8 April 1848. 

IBID., which reported that "the House adjourned at 3 o'clock, A.M." 


THURSDAY, 23 MARCH 1848.1 


(80) 
ON motton of Str Allan N. MacNab, seconded by Mr. Drummond, 
The Queen's Ordered, That the Clerk of this House be dtrected to 
Portratt. write to John Partridge, Esquire, Portratt Painter 





to Her Majesty The Queen, requesting him to for- 
ward the likeness of Her Majesty, painted for thts House. 


On motton of Str Allan N. MacNab, seconded by the Honorable Mr. Macdonald, 


Huron Resolved, That the Petttton against the Return 
Election. of the sttting Member for the County of Huron 

ts not now pending, the Petitioner having 
failed to enter into the Recogntzance required by law. 





Legtstlattive The Honorable Mr. Boulton moved to resolve, 
Counetlilors. seconded by Mr. Drummond, 


MR. H. BOULTON.--((moved)) that "Legislative Councillors be 
deprived of their votes in the elections for Members of Parliament. '4 


MR. ROBINSON expressed considerable surprise that a motion of such 
importance should be made just at the termination of the session of 
parliament.2 ((He)) rose to move an amendment, and, before doing so, 
stated that he took that opportunity_of making some remarks to the 
House,® before the question was put,’ on a subject that had recently 
occupied its attention. When the House was in Committee of Supply on 
Tuesday last, and the Memorandum furnished by the Hon. Inspector- 
General, of the state of the finances of the country, was under discussion, 
he (Mr. R.) refrained from addressing the House, although he at one time 
intended doing do. His Hon. friend from Huron (Mr. Cayley) had so fully 
answered the statements in that Memorandum, that he did not feel called 
upon to speak, though one paragraph seemed to require notice from him; 
he alluded to that when it was stated, "That the Commissioners of Public 
Works have entered into contract to the extent of upwards of £100,000, 
beyond the approbations, and for which no ways and means have been 
provided.'' Now, Mr. Speaker, although it was admitted in the House, that 
the Department over which he (Mr. R.) and his lamented colleague, 

Mr. Casgrain, for a time presided, was one, subordinate to the Govern- 
ment, and, in fact, an Executive one, and no blame had been attached to 
him, or Mr. Casgrain, by the Hon. Member for Shefford, who represented 
the Government, or any one else still, he was aware, that many persons 
considered that the Department was in fault, and had, in fact, entered 
into contracts for work to a large amount, without adequate authority.8 
He would beg permission to say a few words respecting some remarks which 
had appeared in the leading article in the Pilot of this morning. He was 
aware that he was trespassing on the time of the House, but’ he (Mr. R.) 
had felt it necessary to take the course he was now doing we Hee thought 
he was entitled to be heard, as the remarks alluded to, reflected 
severely upon himself and his hon. friend. The Pilot was not, he was 
aware, the actual accredited organ of the Government, but from certain 
circumstances it might be so considered in the countryttl, (Cit was)) a 
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paper high in the confidence of the Government, 1 and he did not wish it 
to go forth unanswered. The hon. gentleman then read from the Pilot the 
following passage: 

"Had no new works been commenced, the Province might have completed 
the old ones. Again, we deny that there was any necessity for going on 
at present with the Welland Canal works; and we say emphatically, that 
to enter into contracts for about £100,000 over and above the parliamen- 
tary appropriations, and for £270,000 over and above the loan contracted, 
was--in the state of the money market, which has existed for some time 
past--an act of sheer insanity. Mr. Robinson and Mr. Cayley, between 
them, have brought the Government of the Province into disgrace by their 
system of issuing certificates to contractors, payable three months 
after date, without any prospect of being better able to pay at the end 
of the time."13 This, Mr. Speaker, is a serious charge, and one that he 
(Mr. R.) was not inclined to allow to pass unnoticed. He denied that the 
course pursued by the Government, or by himself, so far as he was 
concerned, was calculated to have that effect. He contended, that when 
the work necessary to complete the Welland and other great Canals of the 
Province, was once, by sanction of the Government placed under contract, 
it was necessary to go on, and not by suspending (as had been suggested 
in the Pilot) delay the completion of works of such importance, to the 
manifest injury of the trade and revenue of the country, as well as give 
contractors, working in good faith, claims to damages to a large amount. 
He contended that notonly was it better to make such an arrangement with 
the Banks, but the Government, in his opinion, had better pay 10 percent 
for money than suspend the work.14 The Government,said the hon. gentleman, 
cannot, dare not, stop the public works now in progress; to do so would 
lead to greater evils than those they are anxious to avoid. The contrac- 
tors would be down upon them, and they would have to pay ruinous claims 
for work not done. The late Government was not to blame for carrying on 
to the utmost of their power the works contracted for by their predeces- 
sors. He would advise the Government to carry on these works with the 
least possible delay ,l°and make them productivelSand the revenues derived 
from the profits of them when completed, would enable the Government to 
proceed with the construction of railroads and other necessary and 
important works for the benefit of the country ,17 which the public so 
much desired18 ((and)) which they could not commence till then.19 He 
thought he might with some confidence appeal to such gentlemen in the 
House, as paid any attention to the trade of the Country, whether the 
exertion made by the Government and his Department to complete the 
Lachine Canal, last Summer, was not of some importance and justified 
the means said to have been adopted to carry it on. For the last four 
years, the water had been drawn from this Canal, in the months of August 
and September, for a period of from one to two months,20 causing great 
inconvenience to merchants and persons engaged in the commerce of the 
country2t and loss of Revenue, as any one must have observed who had 
occasion to pass over the Lachine turnpike, and witnessed the immense 
amount of carriage going on, in consequence of such an interruption to 
the navigation.““ The works were now so far completed that there would 
be no necessity for doing this again. The true policy of the country 
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was to finish the public works now under operation as soon as possible. 
The completion of the canal had made an increase in the revenue of £3,000, 
and that sum would pay the interest of 50,000. He certainly thought it 
was right to carry on works, that found in themselves, the means of their 
completion. The hon. gentleman alluded to the new channel having been 
brought into view, and means thereby afforded for the transit of a larger 
class of vessels, and various other facilities to the commerce of the 
country. 23 The same reasons applied for completing the Welland in the 
most perfect manner, and shortest time. Many vessels of the larger 

class were obliged to be withdrawn from the route; by their owners in 

the Western States and Canada, because the navigation was so imperfect. 
From £700 to £1,200 per annum had been expended, for many years, at the 
Lake Ontario terminus (Port Dalhousie) in keeping open the old and 
insecure harbour, when, by the exertion of the Department and their 
Engineers, and sanction of the Government, the new entrance, with 12 

feet of water, would be brought into use this Spring, and the wasteful 
expenditure on the old one put a stop to. And other improvements, 
equally important, had been made in this work during the last year. He 
(Mr. R.) felt that instead of deserving censure, the late Government 
merited the thanks of the Country for _ not suspending these great works 24 , 
The people were in general satisfied. He was prepared here and 

before the Country, to defend the share he had had in prosecuting the 
works under the arrangement so much condemned by the Pilot. He felt that 
if by any exertions of his, he had advanced the completion of these 

great works one year, he had conferred a positive benefit on the Country, 
and deserved not the censure of any one. If he desired the gentlemen 

who were now in power to forfeit the confidence of the Country, in the 
shortest possible time, he would say, suspend the Public Works. But he 
was not one of those who desired the country to stand still in the march 
of improvement, merely because his friends were not in power; no, he 
desired to see the country prosper and "go ahead," no matter who filled 
the Ministerial seats. Hon. gentlemen would no doubt remember that during 
the two first Sessions of the last Parliament, a large portion of every 
day was taken up with questions to the Government, "Why the Public Work 
was not finished,"or "Why such a Road or Bridge was not in progress," 

the money for which had long before been voted. They would also 

remember the almost universal dissatisfaction of the people at seeing 
grants for roads and other works frittered away by surveys and resurveys, 
and nothing more done. Was the Government, therefore, not justified in 
doing every thing in its power to put an end to_these very just complaints?26 
The cry is not heard now for the work is done.2’ He contended it was for 
economy, and the best interests of the country demanded it.28 His 

(Mr. Robinson's) advice to the late ministry had been?? to finish the 
Works now in progress,and not undertake others,30 until the great works 
in hand were completed and productive, 31 ((and)) the circumstances of the 
country would permit32, and he would inform the present government that 
it was the intention of the late ministers not to commence any new 
works.33 He, in all sincerity, advised those now in power for to follow 
that ceereane’ When the motion for supplies had been made, his and his 
hon. friends' votes had been given freely, and he thought it extremely 
unjust that remarks such as those in the Pilot had been made. Anything 
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was better than suspension; this had been clearly proved on the Erie 
Canal; the enlargement of that great work was suddenly stopped; and he 
believed he was correct in saying that almost as much was paid, in the 
shape of damages, as would have furnished the enlargement of the sections 
under contract. Large fortunes had been made in the shape of anticipated 
profits. Reverting again to the Welland Canal, he (Mr. R.) was not pre- 
pared to admit the sufficiency of the reasons given for the cost~~. He 
alluded to the low estimate for the reconstruction of the Welland Canal, 
in the first instance. When the sun, £495,000, 3/7 was mentioned to hin, 
he had said that £750,000 was a much likelier estimate of the probable 
costs of the work, and the result of the expense incurred, estimated at 
((£950,000)) , 38 had shown that he was far nearer the truth than 
Mr. Killaly--who, talented engineer as he was, should have given ina 
better detimares? The late Chairman of the Board of Works had been 
nearly two years employed as Engineer on that work, and thus had ample 
time and opportunity of estimating the cost of its reconstruction; he 
did not blame him so much for the insufficiency of the estimate, as for 
sending an officer to take charge of that great work, who had never 
made a canal or a lock in His life. And he (Mr. R.) knew that Mr. 
Killaly was aware of the inexperience of that Engineer, and his utter 
incompetency to prepare a correct estimate of such a work. (Hear, hear.) 
Of many other works he was aware Mr. Killaly had not the time to prepare 
a correct estimate--he meant the various harbours and roads, most of which 
he believed had been completed for amounts not much exceeding the estimates. 
In ((these)) cases he certainly had done well, and deserved credit for 
his correct estimates. 41 If, Mr. Speaker, (said Mr. R.) Mr. Robinson was 
guilty of bringing the country into disgrace, was not his lamented colleague, 
the late Mr. Casgrain, equally so?--they acted in concert. He would take 
that opportunity of stating to the House that Mr. Casgrain was incapable 
of so acting, as, he trusted, he himself was. And he desired to state 
most emphatically that a more amiable, high-minded? ((or)) better?3 man 
he never met with than the late Mr. Casgrain44, During the whole time 
they were connected in the department of public works, there had been no 
difference of opinion between them, and the remarks of censure passed on 
him would apply to the memory of his late deceased friend.45 Referring 
to the remarks made by an hon. gentleman on Tuesday, of the impropriety 
of placing the Assistant Commissioner of Public Works in the Executive 
Council, he begged to say that it would be a happy thing for this or any 
other country, if such men as his late colleague were called to their 
council but he, (Mr. R.) at the same time, asserted that in his opinion, 
it was inexpedient to place either of the Commissioners of Public Works 
in the Executive Council--their whole time and attention was required in 
their office and on their works--and the more they saw of the works under 
their charge, the better would they be able to discharge their duty. 
The hon. member for Shefford made a great show of fair dealing and desire 
to abstain from casting blame on any one. He stated that the Government 
merely laid a statement of facts before the House, and no accusations. 
But it now appears that the moment his hon. friend from Huron and his 
(Mr. R.) backs were turned, and the session was over, they were accused 
of "bringing the country into disgrace." He, therefore, felt it to be due 
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to himself to say what he had said and not allow the suspicion to rest 
on him, of having been dismissed for malversation of office, He felt 
that both the late government and himself merited the thanks of the 
country, and not its condemnation, for advancing the public works to 
completion as rapidly as possible. 46 He would detain the House but a 
short time longer .47 


MR. THOMPSON here rose to order, and requested to know if the hon. 
gentleman had a right to occupy the attention of the House, when 
scarcely half an hour remained; with a subject having no connection with 
the motion before the House.48 


MR. MORIN ... gave his opinion that hon. gentleman had a right to 
speak on questions of privilege. 


MR. J. S. MACDONALD, of Glengarry ... appeared greatly anxious to 
move something-9, 


This brought up several other members .>1 


It was with great difficulty MR. MORIN could reduce the disputants 
to order°2, 


When ... ((order)) was effected MR. ROBINSON again rose, and gave 
place to Sir A. MacNab??. 


SIR A. MACNAB hoped the hon. member for Norfolk would withdraw his 
motion for the present, and he ... would beg to move-4, with the consent 
of the Government, > that the petition of .John Wellington Gwinne and 
others, against the return of the Hon. Mr. Cayley for the county of 
Huron be discharged, as the petitioner had not completed his recognizance 
according to law. 26 


MR.NOTMAN said, he had intended to have moved to the same effect./ 
The motion was in the hands of the SPEAKER MR. MORIN-8. 


MR. J. S. MACDONALD (Glengarry,) who had repeatedly risen and 
attempted to make himself heard, rose and said, as we understood, that 
he intended to move for the appointment of a Special Committee, to 
examine witnesses for the election in the County of Stormont.--99 


A scene of perfect confusion ensued. Several hon. members _on both 
sides of the House ... ((attempted)) to make themselves heard. 


Amidst the din, MR. ROBINSON said, it was his intention to move, as 
an amendment to the motion of Mr. H. J. Boulton, that©l in the opinion 
of the House, it is desirable to complete the Welland and other Canals 
in this Province as soon as possible, in order that the country may derive 
the full benefit anticipated from their construction; and that the 
revenue may be speedily relieved from the charge for paying the engineer- 
ing establishment employed upon them. 


MR. ROBINSON handed the amendment to the Chair, but the House once 
more became "confused and confounded"®3, 
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Several hon. members objected to the amendment, as having no connec- 
tion with the original motion. 64 


MR. ROBINSON said, any thing might be moved in amendment. ©5 


MR. H. BOULTON said, that to carry such a motion, would be tan- 
tamount to voting a want of confidence in the Ministry .66 


Oe. 


Hon. members again rose on both sides of the House 


Amidst the din the Hon. MR. H. SHERWOOD obtained possession of the 
floor, and said, he could not conceive what had induced the hon. member 
from Norfolk to bring forward a motion of such importance at the moment 
that the Parliament was about being prorogued. To bring it forward for 
the first time, when the guns which announced the arrival of the Governor 
General were actually firing! When there was no Minister of the Crown in 
the House! Why had the question not been introduced in a proper and con- 
stitutional manner, by a petition from the people? But no: the hon. 
gentleman had waited until a great many of the members had gone home, and 
it would be the last word of the Reporters that a motion had been intro- 
duced at such a strange time,--That Legislative Councillors should not 
vote at elections. §® 


MR. SHERWOOD ... resolutely held ... ((the floor)) until three 
mysterious knocks summoned the members to appear before His Excellency 
the Governor-General®9, 


(80) 
and the Question being proposed, That no Member of the Legislative 
Counetl hath any right to give hts vote tn the electton of any Member to 
serve in the Commons House of Parltament of this Province;-- 


Royal assent A Message from Hts Excellency the Governor- 
POOEELLS. General, by Frederick Starr Jarvts, Esquire, Gen- 


tleman Usher of the Black Rod:-- 


Mr. Speaker, 

I am commanded by Hts Excellency the Governor General to acquaint this 
Honorable House, that 1t ts the pleasure of Hts Excellency that the Mem- 
bers thereof do forthwith attend him tn the Legtslative Counetl Chamber. 


Accordingly, Mr. Speaker, with the House, went up to attend His 
Excelleney; where Hts Excellency was pleased to gtve, tn Her Majesty's 
name, the Royal Assent to the followtng Publte and Private Bills:-- 


7grattion An Act to make better proviston with respect 
Bue. to Emigrants, and for defraying the expenses of 


supporting indigent Emigrants, and of forwarding 
them to thetr place of desttnation, and to amend the Act theretn 
menttoned: 


Jurors! Bill An Act to remove doubts as to the time from 
(halon whteh the provistons of the Act regulating the sum- 


moning of Jurors in Lower Canada were tntended to 
have force and effect: 


Kingston An Act to tneorporate "The City of Kingston 
Gas Light Gas Light Company:" 


Company Bill. 


Toronto 
Athenaeum 
BLL. 


Siew s 
Church Glebe 
BEL. 


king's Bench 
Judgements 
Bit teal «ue 


Quebec 
THEEL OLE 
Canadten Btll. 


Shipping of 


Seamen Bill. 





Flour and 
Meal Bill. 


Dundus Ineor- 
poration Bill. 
Western 


Telegraph 
Company Bill. 


Butter Inspec- 


ELOM BELL. 


iver Motra 
MtlLl Dams 
BLL. 


Consumers 


Gas Company 
of Toronto 


Bill, 
Montreal 
Ineorporatton 
Bite. 
Expiring 

Laue BLeL. 





Debentures 
BLLe. 
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An Act to tneorporate "The Toronto Athenaeum:" 


An Act to authortze the Rector and Church 
Wardens of St. Paul's Chureh, London, to sell a 
part of the Glebe, on certain condittons: 


An Act to render executory certatn Judgments 
rendered by the late Courts of King's Bench for 
Lower Canada: 


An Act to tncorporate "The Institut Canadien 
de Québee:" 


An Act to amend the Act for regulating the 
shipping of Seamen, and to fund the fees payable 
under the satd Act: 


An Act to continue and anend the Act for the 
tnspection of Flour and Meal, and to provide for 
the inspection of Oatmeal: 

An Act to amend the Aet to incorporate the 
Town of Dundus: 


An Act to tneorporate "The Western Telegraph 
Company :" 


An Act to provide for the inspection of Butter 
in Quebee and Montreal. 


(81) 

An Act to repeal the Act therein mentioned, 
and to make better provtston for the eonstruetton 
of Aprons of Dams upon the River Movra: 


An Act to tneorporate "The Consumers' Gas 
Company of Toronto:" 


An Act to amend the Laws relating to the 
Ineorporatton of the City of Montreal: 


An Aet to continue for a limited time the 
several Acts and Ordinanees therein menttoned, and 
for other purposes: 

An Act for ratsing, on the credtt of the 


Consoltdated Revenue Fund, a sum of money requtred 
for the Publte-service. 
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Speaker's ad- _ Then the Honorable the Speaker of the Legtstla- 
dress to Hts tive Assembly addressed Hts Excellency,as followeth: 
Excellency. May tt please Your Excellency, 


We, Her Majesty's loyal and faithful Subjects, 
the Commons of Canada, having taken tnto our sertous constderattion the 
Message of Your Excellency on the subject of the montes required for the 
Publte Service, have voted a Supply to the amount estimated on the part 
of Your Excellency, although we have not had time to examine fully the 
finaneial state of the Province, and to enquire tnto the detatls to 
which the Estimates refer, and having thus evineed our destre to enable 
Her Majesty to meet the wants of the present year, we fully rely that the 
grant of Her Majesty's fatthful Commons, the Legtslative Assembly of 
Canada, will be applied with due regard to economy and the public 
resources. 


Royal assent The Honorable the Speaker of the Legislative 
to Supply Btll. Assembly, then presented the following money Bill: 


An Act to grant a certain sum to Her Majesty, 
for defraying certain Expenses of the Civil Government, for the year one 
thousand eight hundred and forty-eight. 

To thts Bill the Royal Assent was stgntfted in the following words:-- 
"In Her Majesty's name, His Excellency the Governor General thanks 
her loyal subjects, accepts thetr benevolence, and assents to this Brill." 


ts Excel- After which, Hts. Excelleney was pleased to 
leney's Speech. make the following Speech to both Houses:-- 


Honorable Gentlemen of the Legtslative Counctl, 
Gentlemen of the Legislative Assembly, 

I have reason to belteve that I shall best consult the public tnterest 
and your conventence by bringing the present Sesston to a close, with a 
vtew to the resumption of our joint labors at an early pertod. 

In pursuanee of my declared tntenttons, I have taken measures for 
the formation of a new Adnintstratton, and I an enabled to apprize you 
that the arrangements necessary for that purpose are completed. 

I trust that the measures which have been adopted by the Provinetal 
and Imperial Parltaments for preventing the recurrence of the calamntttes 
by whtch last year's Immigration to the Province was attended, may effect 
the objects they are destgned to accompltsh. 


Gentlemen of the Legtslatitve Assembly, 
I thank you, tn Her Majesty's name, for the readiness wtth which you 
have granted the Suppltes which are requistte for the Publie Service. 


Honorable Gentlemen and Gentlemen, 

Your attention will necessartly be directed after the recess to 
vartous measures for developtng the resources of the Province, and 
promoting the soctal well-betng of tts tnhabttants. 

It ts my stneere destre to co-operate with you for the attatnment 
of these tmportant objects, and to abet by all means tn my power your 
endeavours to establish and to increase the happiness and contentment of 
Her Majesty's subjects in Canada. 
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Parliament Then, the Honorable the Speaker of the Legislative 
proroqued. Counetl satd:-- 


Honorable Gentlemen of the Legtslattve Council, 
and Gentlemen of the Legislattve Assembly, 

It ts Hts Excellency the Governor General's will and pleasure, that 
this Provinetal Parltament be prorogued until Tuesday the second day of 
May next, to be then here holden; and thts Provinetal Parltament ts 
accordingly prorogued until Tuesday the second day of May next. 


FOOTNOTES: 23 MARCH 1848 

1. GLOBE, 25 March 1848, noted: "The House met today shortly after 
two o'clock. No business was transacted." 

2. The JOURNALS report that MacNab made his motion at this point in 
the proceedings, but newspaper accounts place it later in the day. 
It would seem that owing to the general confusion of events, the 
editor of the JOURNALS made an error in the order in which motions 
were made. 

3. The debate on this matter was reported by: MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24, 
27 March 1848; MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 25 March 1848; LE CANADIEN, 
27 March 1848, noted the debate; MORNING CHRONICLE, 24 March 1848, 
CHATHAM GLEANER, 28 March 1848, GLOBE, 25 March 1848, BRITISH WHIG, 
25 March 1848, HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 25 March 1848, and ST. CATHARINES 
JOURNAL, 30 March 1848, noted the debate in identical accounts. 

4, MONTREAL GAZETTE, 27 March 1848, which reported that Boulton made 
a speech "remarkable for nothing but a brevity very unusual in this 
honorable gentleman." 


3S. MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 25 Mareh 26467 

6. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 27 March 1848. 

7. MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 25 March 1848. 

8. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 27 March 1848. 

9. MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 25 March 1848. 
10. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 27 March 1848. 
11. MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 25 March 1848. 
12. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 27 March 1848. 
13. MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 25 March 1848. 
14. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 27 March 1848. 
15. MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 25 March 1848. 
16. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 27 March 1848. 
17. MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 25 March 1848. 
18. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 27 March 1848. 
19. MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 25 March 1848. 
20. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 27 March 1848. 
21. MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 25 March 1848. 
22. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 27 March 1848. 
23. MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 25 March 1848. 
24. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 27 March 1848. 
25. MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 25 March 1848. 
26. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 27 March 1848. 
27. MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 25 March 1848. 
28. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 27 March 1848. 
29. MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 25 March 1848. 
30. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 27 March 1848. 
31. MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 25 March 1848. 
32. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 27 March 1848. 
33. MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 25 March 1848. 
34. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 27 March 1848. 
35. MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 25 March 1848. 
36. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 27 March 1848. 
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IBID., which cited the figure as £500,000. 


MONTREAL 
MONTREAL 
MONTREAL 
MONTREAL 
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MONTREAL 
MONTREAL 
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IBID. 

MONTREAL 


session, 
MONTREAL 
polished 
MONTREAL 
MONTREAL 
MONTREAL 
MONTREAL 
MONTREAL 
MONTREAL 


GAZETTE, 


ef 


TRANSCRIPT, 


GAZETTE, 


Ga. 


TRANSCRIPT, 


GAZETTE, 


ae 


TRANSCRIPT, 


GAZETTE, 


ea | 


TRANSCRIPT, 


GAZETTE, 


Zi 


TRANSCRIPT, 


GAZETTE, 27 
IBID., which added: 
minutes which remained before the expiring, although youthful 
should breathe its last." 

GAZETTE, 27 March 1848, which referred to Morin as "the 
and amiable" Speaker. 


GAZETTE, 


27 


TRANSCRIPT, 


GAZETTE, 


27 


TRANSCRIPT, 
TRANSCRIPT, 


GAZETTE, 


Pw 


March 1848, referred to "nearly £900,00." 
25 March 1848. 

March 1848. 

25 March 1848, 

March 1848. 

25 March 1848. 

March 1848. 

Ze Manel oa ore 

March 1848. 

25 March 1848. 


March 1848. 
"seemingly desirous of profiting by the few 


March 1848. 
25 March 1848. 
March 1848. 
25 March 1848. -- See above, Footnote 2. 
25 March 1848. 


March 1848, which added: "but without the 


advent of a second Oliver Cromwell there appeared to be no chance 
of its being put much less carried, for nothing could restrain the 
volatile and parched-pea-like eccentricities of the hon. member 
for Glengary ..." 

MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, 25 March 1848. 
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MONTREAL GAZETTE, 27 March 1848, which added: 
end to their sessional existence. 


Precedent Parliament of 1848." 


"who speedily put an 
Thus ended the last days of the 
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The following Index is divided into two sections: proper names 
and subjects. The proper name Index is limited to the names of the men 
who sat in the Canadian Assembly in 1848. This Index therefore excludes 
the names of all other persons, such as people mentioned in debates, 
witnesses testifying before the House in Committee of the Whole, or 
Messengers such as Félix Fortier, Clerk of the Crown in Chancery, who 
at one time or another addressed the House from within the Bar. It 
also excludes the names of people merely mentioned in the House, 
such as those whose testimony before Select Committees was reported or 
referred to in the JOURNALS, and signatories to Petitions presented 
whose names are noted in connection with various kinds of legislation. 

The decision to limit this section of the Index to members of 
the Assembly was made necessary by the fact that in 1848 the other 
names number in the thousands, so that their sheer bulk makes it 
impossible to include them. In addition, every piece of legislation 
or testimony with which these names are associated is always indexed 
under subject references. To summarize, the proper name Index refers 
to every occasion when a member proposed or seconded a motion or 
resolution, or brought up a petition; it refers to every speech he 
delivered during debates, and to every other time he addressed the 
House or took the chair of the House in Committee of the Whole, 

Only individual votes are excluded because divisions rightfully belong 
with the legislation they pertain to, and all legislation is 
included in the subject Index. 

The subject Index is based on the Index to the JOURNALS. However, 
it has been modified, corrected and expanded to render it more useful 
and complete. In particular, the subjects of all the legislative 
events reported in the daily Appendices are included in the Index. 

This Index provides more than a subject analysis of parliamentary 
events. It also indicates the passage of each particular item through 
the various stages of the legislative process. It is thus a parliament- 
ary subject Index. 

The entries in this Index contain double sets of numbers whenever 
this is appropriate. One set is contained within parentheses, the other 
is not. All numbers within parentheses refer to pages in the JOURNALS. 
All other numbers refer to pages in this Volume. When something is 
mentioned in the JOURNALS it will be indexed with a double reference. 
Subjects mentioned only in reconstructed material will be indicated by a 
single page number. An additional distinction must be made within the 
category of numbers in parentheses. This category includes italicized 
numbers which always refer to official communications made in the House, 
usually Addresses or Messages to or from the Governor-General or the 
Legislative Council. All words expressed in italics refer to primary 
subject headings. 
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SECTION II: «SUBJECTS 


ABSENCE, LEAVE OF:--Vide Members. 
ACCOUNTS AND PAPERS:--Laid before the House, relative to: 
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Return to an Address of last Session, and one of the present Session, 
relative to the case of André Benjamin Papineau. Ordered by Address, 
(8) 77-78. Presented, (52) 437° 

That His Excellency take measures to discover those responsible who 
forcibly took possession of the poll-books of Beauharnois County. 
Ordered by Address, (10) 93. Answer, (52) 436-437. 

Registrar's report of bonds and securities. Ordered by Act 4 and 5 
Vic.w,, Gap. 91. »Presented, Ai15)e159.. 

Statement of affairs of the Montreal and Lachine Railroad. Ordered 
by Act, 9 View, cap. 62. Presented, (15) 159. 

Return of immovable property held by the Canada Baptist Missionary 
Society. Ordered by Act,8 -Vic.,. cap.. 102,-section 6. Presented, 
G39 gi 59 

Statement of affairs for 1847 of the Champlain and St. Lawrence Rail- 
road. Ordered by Act. Presented, (18) 242. 

Statement of affairs of the Sherbrooke Cotton Factory. Ordered by 
Aet 8 Vic., cap. 91. Presented, (18) 242. 

Peterborough and Port Hope Railway Company's statement of affairs. 
Ordered by Act 10 Vic., cap. 109. Presented, (23) 283. 

Quebec Trinity House's accounts for 1847. Ordered by Act. Presented, 
(27) 9294, 

Reports of Agricultural Societies in Upper and Lower Canada. Ordered 
by Aet: 8: View.) caps: 533 and 54." Presented, (27) 294. 

Statement of property of the High School of Montreal, and of the rev- 
enue and disbursements for the year ending 31 July 1847. Ordered by 
Act & Vie., cap. 104, Presented,, (27294. 

Report of the Commissioners for the relief of invalid persons and 
foundlings, District of Quebec. Ordered by Speaker. Presented, (27) 
294. 

Statement of affairs of the St. Lawrence and Atlantic Railroad Company, 
to 30 November 1847. Ordered by Act 8 Vic., cap. 25. Presented, 
(27) 294. 

Statements from several Chartered Banks and Insurance Companies. Or- 
dered by House, (27) 295. Presented, (65) 502. 

Accounts of Trustees of the Montreal Turnpike Roads from 1 January 
1847 to 29 February 1848. Ordered by Act. Presented, (28) 299. 
Schedule of Government debentures, outstanding. Ordered by Speaker. 
Presented, (39) 380. 

Despatch respecting the Navigation Laws of the United Kingdom. Or- 
dered by Message. Presented, (41-42) 390-391. 

Despatch relative to the reserved Civil List Bill. Ordered by Message. 
Presented, (42) 391. 

Two despatches respecting the reserved Bill for the naturalization of 
aliens. Ordered by Message. Presented, (42-43) 391-393. 

Despatch in reply to Address to Her Majesty for a removal of the Im- 
perial duties on Canadian produce, with a statement of articles im- 
ported into the United Kingdom from the North American Colonies in 
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1843, 1844, and 1845, with the rates of duty payable thereon, and the 
rates under the tariff of 1846. Ordered by Message. Presented, (43- 
44) 393-398. 

Despatch from Colonial Secretary, respecting the project of a rail- 
road from Quebec to Halifax. Ordered by Message. Presented, (45) 
399. Printed; Referred to the Committee on Railways and Telegraph 
Lines, (47) 405. 

Two despatches respecting the reserved Bills for incorporating the 
following Railway Companies: Woodstock and Lake Erie, Bytown and 
Britannia, Carillon and Grenville, Lake St. Louis and Province Line, 
Montreal and Province Line, Canada, New Brunswick, and Nova Scotia, 
and Toronto Goderich. Ordered by Message. Presented, (45-47) 399- 
405. Printed; Referred to the Committee on Railways, (47) 405. 
Report of the Commissioners of Public Works, for 1847. Ordered by 
Command of His Excellency. Presented, (52) 437. Printed, (66) 507. 
Report of the Superintendent of elementary education for Lower Can- 
ada, for 1846-1847. Ordered by Command of His Excellency. Presented, 
(52) 437." Printed; (59)--474. 

Correspondence between the Government and the Great Western Railroad 
Company. Ordered by Address, (52) 432. Presented; Referred to the 
Committee on Railways and Telegraph Lines, (57) 470. Vide Railways. 
Copy of the Security Bond given by Louis E. Dubord, as agent for the 
"Jesuits' Estates" in the District of Three Rivers. Ordered by Ad- 
dress, (52) "437. Presented, (80) 654. 

Recommending the issuing of debentures to the extent of £125,000. 
Presented, (57) 470. Referred, (59) 474. 

Report from the Inspector General in relation to the sums required 
for the Service of 1848, with accompanying documents. Ordered by 
Message. Presented, (58) 473. Referred to the Committee of Supply, 
(59) 474. 

Statement of the affairs of the Provincial penitentiary for 1847. 
Ordered by Act. Presented, (64) 498. 

Statement of the Real and Personal Estate of the Montreal Mechanics’ 
Institute. Ordered by Act 8 Vic., cap. 98. Presented, (65) 502. 
For a warrant for £9,564, on account of the contingencies of the 
House. Ordered by Address, (71) 601. Answer, (77) 622. 

Assessment rolls for thirteen Districts of Upper Canada, and for the 
City of Toronto, for 1847. Ordered by Command of His Excellency. 
Presented, (77) 622. 

Despatches from the Colonial Secretary, relative to the emigration of 
last year. Ordered by Message. Presented, (80) 653-654. 


ACTS OF PARLIAMENT:--Bill to render unnecessary certain forms of words in 


Acts of Parliament, presented and read, (59) 477. 


ADDRESSES: 


i 


To His Excellency:--For copies of the documents, &c., applied for last 
Session, relative to André Benjamin Papineau, also any subsequent com- 
plaints against Mr. Papineau, and proceedings consequent thereon, cor- 
respondence with him as a Justice of the Peace, or Commissioner of 
Small Causes, and correspondence with W. 0. Stephens, relative to 
André Benjamin Papineau, or to his own removal or resignation as a 


Justice of the Peace, (8) 77-78. Vide Accounts And Papers, (1.) 


To His Excellency:--For copies of certain documents relative to the 
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accounts of S. P. Jarvis, late Chief Superintendent of Indian Affairs, 
omitted to be sent down last Session, and of any subsequent correspon- 
dence, &c., (8-9) 78-79. 

a To His Excellency:--Praying His Excellency to take measures for the 
discovery and apprehension of the parties by whom the poll-books for 
Dundee and St. Anicet were forcibly taken from the Deputy Returning 
Officers for those places, at the last election for Beauharnois, 

(10) 93. Vide Accounts And Papers, (2.) 

4. To His Excellency:--For a return of the Toronto harbour dues collected 
in 1847, and accounts connected with the construction of the Queen's 
Wharf at the entrance of the harbour, (16) 162. 

ae To His Excellency:--In answer to His Excellency's speech from the 
Throne at the opening of this Session, (17-18) 221-222. Committee 
appointed to draft an Address, (18) 223. Reported, (20-21) 247-248. 
Read second time, (21) 248. Concurred in, on division, (21) 248-249. 
Engrossed; Members to present Address; His Excellency appoints to be 
attended, (21) 249. House waits on His Excellency with the Address; 
Answer,” (227) 293. 

Gis To His Excellency:--For a copy of the correspondence between the Gov- 
ernment and the Great Western Railroad Company. Notice of Motion, 
251. Postponed Motion, ((37)) 335. . Motion, (52) 432. —.Vide Accounts 


And Papers, (25.) 


fac To His Excellency:--For a return of patents issued for lands in the 
County of Waterloo, since 1 January 1847, (51) 431-432. 
8. To His Excellency:--For a copy of the Security Bond given by Louis E. 


Dubord, as agent for the "Jesuits' Estates" in Three Rivers, (52) 
437. Vide Accounts And Papers, (26.) 

Soe To His Excellency:--For copy of all correspondence, é&c., relating to 
the claim of George Herman Ryland, for a pension for the loss of his 
office as Clerk of the Executive Council, (59) 474-477. 

Gr To His Excellency:--Notice of Motion for correspondence on pensions 
for former Executive Councillors, 486. Motion, 542-544. Withdrawn 
Motion,) 544. 


is, To His Excellency:--Motion for a survey of the "Long Sault" Rapids 
on St. Lawrence River, 486-487. Withdrawn Motion, 487. 

ies To His Excellency:--For a warrant for £9,564, on account of the con- 
tingencies of the House, (71) 601. Vide Accounts And Papers, (31.) 

EST To His Excellency:--For a warrant for £5,000, sessional allowance to 


Members, (71) 607. 
------ Addresses for papers and documents not transmitted to the House. 


Vide Addresses. To His Excellency, (2.5%. 7,198) 
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCE:--Petition of the Toronto Board of Trade, for repeal 


of the duties on agricultural produce, presented; Standing Rule suspended; 
Petition, read.) (65)2502, “Printed, (65)2503. 


------ Vide Accounts And Papers, (20.); Governor General, Messages From His 
Excellency, (5.) 


AGRICULTURAL SOCIETIES:--Vide Accounts And Papers, (10.) 


ALE AND BEER:--Petition of William Davis, and others, of Toronto, for a law 
to prevent the salesof beer, ale, tc. , without a licence, (6)) 47,3) 
L648 


ALIENS:--Petition of Joseph Donegani, for an Act to confirm his title to 
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certain property, of which his nephews have dispossessed him, as an 
alien, and to quiet the titles of all persons in a similar situation, 
(B5'VL65 CS)" 70577. 

------ Vide Accounts And Papers, (19.); Governor General, Messages From His 


Exceitency, (4.) 


AMHERSTBURG:--Bill to incorporate the Town of Amherstburg, presented and 
read. (16) "163, 


ASSESSMENTS:--Petitions praying that the assessment rolls may be made out 
by an officer amenable to the District Council: Of the Municipal Coun- 
Grr, WUTSetrrcesOe Welleneconm, (6) 475 (12) 133. Of Municipal Counesl, 
District of London, (22) 254, (26) 288. Of Talbot District, Municipal 
Couricigeor, (39) 361, (56) 472. 

------ Petitions for appointment of Assessors and Collectors by the District 
Councils, and the transfer of a part of their duties to the Council 
Glerks a0, che Municipat Council, District of Gore, (19) 243, (25) 
wOie Of Municipal Council, District of Simcoe, (22) 254, (26) 289. 
Petition of William B. M'Vity, Clerk of the Peace for Simcoe, against, 
(22) 2545-5626) 3289; 

------ Petition or the Municipal Council, District of Simcoe, for a more 
equal system of assessment, (22) 254, (26) 289. 

------ Vide Accounts And Papers, (32.) 


BANKRUPTCY LAWS:--Petition of the Montreal Board of Trade, for an Act to 
continue the Act relating to Bankruptcy Laws, and that regulating the 
inspection of flour and meal, (15) 159. (20) 245. “Vide Flour And Meal. 

------ Petition of Messrs. Robertson, Masson, & Co., and others, of Montreal, 
for repeal of the Bankruptcy Laws, and for a provision to terminate 
Cases» pendine im the Bankrupt Courts, (24) 284, (31) 307=308. 


BANKS :--Vide Accounts And Papers, (14.) 
BARNSTON:--Vide Education And Schools. 


BATHURST DISTRICT:--Petition of J. Egan, and others, for a division of the 
Bathurst District, .€23) (233, .@28) (302. 


BAYHAM:--Petitions for annexation of Bayham to the District of Brock, in 
exchange for a part of Nissouri: Of William S. Kanady, (22) 254, (25) 
287. Of Municipal Council, District of London, (22) 254, (25) 288. 


BEAUHARNOIS CANAL:--Petition of Joseph Watier, and others, for the appoint- 
ment of new Commissioners for ascertaining their claims for damages 
caused by the construction of the Beauharnois Canal, (22 2545 C26) 289. 


BEAUHARNOIS ELECTION:--Vide Accounts And Papers, (2.); Addresses, To His 
Excellency, (3.); Election, Controverted, Beauharnois; Governor General, 
Messages From His Excellency, Con) 


BEER:--Vide Ale And Beer. 


BEGLEY, ROBERT JAMES:--Petition of, for an inquiry into a charge of defal- 
cation made against him by the Chief Commissioner of Public Works, (24) 


2842 .C30) 306. 
BERTHIER ACADEMY:--Petition of Charles Emond, and others, for aid to that 
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Institution, 21039) s3803eCSs)) Gras 


BILLS, PRIVATE:--Time for receiving petitions for Private Bills, extended, 
C27) ee oes 

—---—— Committee on a Private Bill (Western Telegraph) empowered to proceed 
forthwith to the consideration of the same, without giving a week's 
notice thereof, as required by the 63rd Rule, (59) 473-474. 

-----— Exempted from the payment of the usual fee, (60) 479. 

------ Reference to Select Committee dispensed with (and Rule suspended for 
that purpose), (60) 478-479, (61) 484, (64) 497. 

——— A Private Bill, The Toronto Consumers’ Gas Company Bill, ordered to 
be engrossed, without having been referred to a Select Committee, as 
required by the 63rd Rule, (64) 499. Petition of Albert Furniss, on 
behalf of the Toronto Gas Light and Water Company, praying that the Bill 
may be recommitted to a Committee of the whole, and the Petitioner be 
heard by Counsel to represent the claims and rights of the said Company, 
(65) 502. Motion, that the Bill be recommitted, and that the said Com- 
pany be heard by Counsel, against its provisions, negatived, on division, 
and Bill passed, (65-66) 504-505. 


BISHOP'S COLLEGE, LENNOXVILLE:--Petition of the Rt. Rev. Lord Bishop of 
Montreal, praying that the said College may receive the privilege of 
conferring Degrees, (24) 284, (30) 306. 

<< Petition of the Corporation of the Bishop's College, for the usual 
aid, (24) 2847°(30j°306% 


BOARD OF WORKS:--Notice of Motion concerning making the office of the Com- 
missioners of the Board of Works non-political, 486. 
------ Vide Normand, Edouard. 


BONDS AND SECURITIES:--Vide Accounts And Papers, (3.) 
BOUNDARIES:--Vide Brock District; Rainham; Wells, Alphonso. 


BRANTFORD AND PARIS ROAD:--Petition of Daniel M. Gilkison, and others, for 
an Act of Incorporation to enable them to construct a turnpike road 
from Brantford? to Paris, (35) 330." (See 


BRIDGES ;=—Petition of Rev. Es Blyth, sand sothers, fom construction of Vastoll 
bridge over the River Chateauguay, (15) 159, (20) 245. 

------ Petition of Ferdinand Filteau, and others, for reconstruction of the 
bridge over the River Champlain, (18) 242, (24) 285. 

meme me Petition of A. LaRocque, and Amable Archambeault, and others, for 
authority to build a toll bridge over the Riviére L'Assomption, (19) 243, 
(25) 286. ,Petitiog iofsL. Nolin yiand others, saecainstsaC27).204,) Colmes 

------ Petition of Louis Méthot, and others, for the reconstruction of a 
bridge over la (ravine tn-the Parichiotes rt eCro: =, (Gle) i242 425) ese 

------ Petition of Francois Normand, and others, of Three Rivers, for the 
payment of an amount due them for building bridges over the Rivers St. 
Maurice, Batiscan, and Ste. Anne de Lapérade, (22) 254, (26) 288. 

------ Petition,of.M. A. Primeau, and. A. Hs “Trottier, for authority to 
build a toll bridge over the River Chateauguay, (27) 295, (32) 311. 

enema Petition of the Municipal Council, County of Yamaska, for aid to 
build bridges over the Rivers Yamaska and St. Francis, (50) 420, (62) 
492. 

i eomeene Petition of Louis Legendre, and others, for aid to complete the bridge 
over the River Duchéne, and to improve the approaches thereto, (50) 420, 
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(62) 493. 
Sete Vide Motz, James. 


BROCK DISTRICT:--Petition of the Municipal Council, District of Brock, 
for the appointment of Commissioners to settle disputed boundary lines 
boy Dost e istrict. (12). 132%. (29) 244. 

------ Petition of the same, praying that the several Courts may be held 
in that District more than once in the year, (12) 132, (19) 244. 

------ Vide Bayham. 


BROCK'S MONUMENT:--Petition of the Municipal Council, District of Niagara, 
for the reconstruction of Brock's Monument, (28) 300, (40) 383. Motion 
for referring Petition, negatived, on division, (41) 385-388. 


BROWN, GEORGE:--Vide House. 
BUCKINGHAM:--Vide Education And Schools. 


BURIAL GROUNDS:--Petition of the Municipal Council, District of Niagara, 
for authority to Municipal Councils to hold lands for burial grounds, 
(28) 300, (40) 383. 


BURRAGE,) REV. ROBERT R.:=-—Petition of, for a-pension in consideration of 
his losses and services, (28) 300, (40) 384. 


BUTTER:—-Petition of the Montreal Board of Trade, for an Act to regulate 
the packing and inspection of butter, (15) 159, (20) 245. 

— i mee Sore Bill to provide for the inspection of butter in Quebec and Montreal, 
presented and read, (38) 337. Motion for second reading, carried, on 
division, (38) 337-338. Read second time; Committed; Considered, (60) 
481. Reported, (64) 497. Engrossed, (64) 498. Motion on title, car- 
tied, ‘en civision, (65)°505-504. Passed, (65) 504. By the Council, 
(OSjo ooo ee noyal Assent. (80) 666. “Cll Vic...) cap. 7.) 


BYTOWN AND L'ORIGNAL ROAD:--Petition of Charles P. Treadwell, and others, 
for expenditure of the allowance for the said Road, upon the front road, 
and for an increase of the amount, (19) 242-243, (25) 286. Motion to 
refer Petition, (26) 289-290. Amended, on division, and carried, (26) 
290. 


Cz 


CANADA BAPTIST MISSIONARY SOCIETY:--Vide Accounts And Papers, Cou 


CANADA LIFE ASSURANCE COMPANY:--Petition of Hugh C. Baker, and others, for 
anv Act of Imecorporation, (27) 295, (32-33) 311. Bill presented and read, 
(48) 409. Read second time; Rule requiring reference to a Select Com- 
mittee, suspended; Committed; Considered; Reported; Engrossed, (61) 484. 
Passed, (62) 492. 


CANADA MARINE ASSURANCE COMPANY:--Petition of John Counter, and others, of 
Kingston, .Or an Act of Imecorporation, (19) 243, (25) 287. Bill presented 
and read, (48) 410. Ordered for second reading, (61) 484, (64) 499. 


CANADA, NEW BRUNSWICK BOUNDARY:--Vide Wells, Alphonso. 


CANADIAN PRODUCE:--Vide Accounts And Papers, (20.); Agricultural Produce; 
Governor General, Messages From His Excellency, (5.) 


CANBORO':--Vide Niagara District. 
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CAP BLANC:--Petition of Richard Tims, and others, for the protection of 
their rights in the event of the renewal of the leases of certain land 
called Cap. Blanc, (15) 100,020). 246. 


CAPE CHAT:=--Vide Gaspé, District Of. 


CAYUGA:--Petition of the Municipal Council, District of Niagara, for a 
division of the Township of Cayuga, (28) 300, (40) 383. Referred, 
(41) 384. “Report a Bill, (63) 494. 


CENSUS:--Bill to extend the time for taking the Census for Lower Canada 
for 1848... Motion, .G(37))-334,. 508i): presented andereads. (37 )e354=325% 
Ordered for second reading, (60) 482. 


CHAMBLY COLLEGE:--Petition of the Corporation of the said College, for 
pecuniary aid, (39) 380, (58) 472. 


CHAMPLATN AND ST. LAWRENCE RAILROAD:--Petition of John Molson, Chairman 
of the Committee of Management, for relief from the operations of 
the clause respecting ferries, in the Act amending the Montreal Incor- 
porstionaAct, (27i=—295., (324314. 


------ Vide Accounts And Papers, (6.) 


_CHAPERON, GEORGE:--Petition of, for remuneration for his services in 
opening a communication between La Baie St. Paul and St. Joachin, 
(15) "10, (20)9 24620, Referreds #123) 255, 


CHARLESTON ACADEMY:--Petition of Charles Jackson, and others, for aid 
toPthat« Institutions? C4) 2842s shes: 


CHURCH, JOHN J.:--Petition of, for compensation for the destruction of 
his timber by the laborers employed on the Welland Canal, (39) 381, 
(58) 472. 


CIVIL LIST:--Vide Accounts And Papers, (18.); Governor General, Messages 
From His Excellency, (3.) 


CLARENCEVILLE ACADEMY:--Petition of M. Townsend, and others, for an in- 
ereasedsaiditonthat sinstitution, (22 )6b32 20) 22452 


CLARK, DAME ADELAIDE TURCOT:--Petition of the widow of the late John 
Clark, for a pension, in consideration of the death of her husband 
from fever contracted in medical attendance upon sick emigrants, (24) 
283, (2992303. 


CLARKE ((OR CLARK)), ORANGE:--Petition of, for compensation for loss as 
a contractor on the London and Chatham Road, (19) 242, (25) 286. 


CLERK OF CROWN IN CHANCERY:--Ordered to attend, forthwith, with Returns 
to Writs of Election, poll-books, &c.; He attends accordingly, (3) 
L6=3.74024 0425) 6000: 

------ To attend forthwith, and amend returns; He attends accordingly, 
(103° 935, (12) 0120760,(14), 139-1402 


COHO, NATHAN S.:--Petition of, for a pension for a wound received during 
Che sLaSt. Wat «ul Opmehe IC LoL oO. 


COLBORNE DISTRICT:--Petition of G. F. Orde, and others, for repeal of the 
Act which deprives that District of spring assizes, (50) 420, (62) 493. 


COMMITTEE, STANDING:--Appointed, (37) 335-336. 
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COMPANIES, JOINT STOCK:--Petition of J. T. Brondgeest, and others, of 
Hamilton, for a general law to authorize the formation of Joint Stock 
Companies, (19) 243, (25) 286. 

——-- Vide Norfolk. 


CONTINGENCIES:--Vide Accounts And Papers, (31.); Addresses, To His Excel- 
dency. (12. 15.) < Members. 


COUNSEL:--Petition of A. Furniss, praying that the Toronto Consumers' 
Gas Company Bill may be recommitted, and that he be heard by Counsel 
to represent the claims of the Toronto Gas Light and Water Company, 
(65) 502. Motion, that the Bill be recommitted, and that the said 
Company be heard by Counsel against its provisions, negatived, on di- 
vision, (65-66) 504-505. 

<= Motion, that Mr. Vansittart, charged with a breach of privilege in 
the return made by him for the County of Oxford, be permitted to be 
heard by Counsel, negatived, on division, (69) 584-592. 


COURTS:--Vide Brock District. 


CUSHING, MRS. ELIZABETH L.:--Petition of the widow of the late Dr. F. 
Cushing, for a pension, on account of the death of her husband while 
attending the Emigrant Hospital at Montreal, (27) 295, (32) 311. 


CUSTOMS:--Vide Agricultural Products; Customs Bill; Governor General, 


Messsges From His Excellency, (5-.) 
CUSTOMS BILL:--Question concerning the Customs Bill; Answer, 224. 
------ Notice of Question concerning proclamation of the Customs Act, 439. 
Statement on Customs Bill of last Session, 486. 


ie 


DEAF AND DUMB PERSONS:--Petition of George Taylor, and others, of Standstead, 
for erection and endowment of an Institution for deaf and dumb persons, 
(25)< 300, s(40) 383. 


DEBENTURES, GOVERNMENT:--Vide Accounts And Papers, (16, 23, 27, 28.); Gov- 
ernor General, Messages From His Excellency, (9, 10.); Supply. 

DEBTORS:--Petition of James A. Chambers, and others, of Farmersville, for 
appointment of officers to attach the moveable property of debtors 
about. tor leave the country... (19) 2455. (25) 287. 


DECHENE, JEAN BAPTISTE MIVILLE:--Petition of, for compensation for the 
loss of his schooner in 1816, in assisting the distressed inhabitants 
of Rimouski, <e., (24) 284,31)" 308. 


DEGUISE, PIERRE:--Petition of, for remuneration for his services as Clerk 
of, thepMunicipala District, of, St. Thomas; (6)° 47,7 C12). 133. 


DE NIVERVILLE, JOSEPH BOUCHER:--Petition of, for remuneration for his , 
services during the last War, (12) 132, (19) 244. 


DIVISION COURTS:--Petition of the Municipal Council, District of Johnstown, 
for the repeal of the Division Courts Act, and the restoration of Com- 
missioners, Courts... (2236 25452(26). 289. 


DONEGANI, JOSEPH:--Vide Aliens. 
DOUGLASS ((OR DOUGLAS)), JAMES:--Petition of, complaining of the conduct 
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of the Rev. M'Grath, in relation to a lot of land occupied by the pe- 
titioner, and praying to be allowed to purchase the same from Govern- 
ment, (39) 380, (58) 471. 


DRUMMOND AND SHERBROOKE:--Petition of G. K. Foster, and others, for erec- 
tion of certain Townships in those Counties into a County, by name 
of Richmond, (28) 299, (39) 381. 


DUBORD; “MR. :=-=VideAccounts And Papers, (26.); Addresses, To His Excel= 
lency, (8.) 


DUNDAS TOWN:--Bill to amend the Dundas Incorporation Act, presented and 
read, (48) 409. Ordered for second reading, (61) 484. Read second 
time; Committed; Considered, (64) 498-499. Reported; Engrossed, (64) 
499. Passed, (65) 503. By the Council, (68) 559. Royal Assent, (80) 
GOO; oGlt GVLC ese GemeL a 


DUNHAM HIGH SCHOOL:--Petition of William Baker, and others, for aid to 
that Institution. (65) 2902. (71) .60s. 


DUNN:--Vide Niagara District. 


DUTIES:--Vide Accounts And Papers, (20.); Agricultural Products; Customs 
Bill; Governor General, Messages From His Excellency, (5.) 


Fs 


EDUCATION AND SCHOOLS:--Petitions for aid: Of William Patton, and others, 
for a grant towards an establishment for educating young girls, in the 
Parish of St.Thomas, (3) 26, .<C7 975s “GEA We Kencrieky and otners, 
for aid: for an academy to-be established in Compton, (6) 47, (12) 133. 
Of Rev. C. Gauvreau, and others, of Riviére Ouelle, for a grant for 
an establishment for educating young females, (12) 132, (19) 244. Of 
kev. awohn Cook, .D.70. ,-and others, for aid for a Schoo =in “commection 
with St. Andrew's Church, Quebec, (24) 285, (31) 308. 

ae Petitions for amendments to the Upper Canada School Act: Of the 
Municipal :\Council, District of Wellineton, (6))47,-Gi2)e133. Of;Munic- 
dpel Coueil, Western“District, C19) -243, (25) 267. Ot Muniecinal 
Council. District rof London, (2237 254. (25) 4265. 60. up tcl poe Counce I. 
District of Gore, (22) 254, (26) 288-289. Of Municipal Council, Dis- 
trict of Newcastle, (28) 300,-(40) 383. Of Charles Ri Ellas; of To- 
ronto, (39) 380, (58) 471. Of John Hopkins, and others, of Kingston, 
C39) “S81, “658)5147 2" 

------ Petitions for amendments to the Lower Canada School Act: Of David 
Trudel, and others, of St. Geneviéve, (12) 132, (19) 244. Of Roman 
Catholic School Commissioners of Quebec, (15) 160, (20) 246. Of D. F. 
M'Laren, and others, of Litchfield, (23) 283, (28) 302. Of Benjamin 
Bailey, and others, of Ste. Anne de Lapérade, (24) 284, (30) 306. 

Of Samuel Anderson, and others, of Rawdon, &c., (28) 299, (40) 382. 
Of Marcel Lymburner, and others, of Champlain, (28) 299, (40) 382-383. 
Of T.. Toutant,; “and others, of Champlain; (28) 2995 (40) 383: 

a em Petition of Luc Hyacinthe Masson, and others, of Dundee, praying 
that the proceedings on their complaints, as school commissioners, 
against John M'Gibbon, may be laid before the House, and for relief 
from their obligation to pay the teachers hired by them, (27) 295, 

(So Jaros 
igi Petition of John Thornton, and others, praying that the Superin- 
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tendent of Schools may pay over to the Municipality of Barnston its 
proportion of school moneys since 1 July 1846, (39) 381, (58) 472. 
------ Petition of John Macawley, of Buckingham, praying that the school- 
masters in that Township may receive the whole of the amount allowed 
them by Government, (57) 470, (66) 505. 
------ Vide Accounts And Papers, (11, 24.); Indians; Quebec District 
Association of School Teachers. 


ELECTION, CONTROVERTED, BEAUHARNOIS:--Clerk of the Crown in Chancery or- 
dered to attend forthwith, with the return and poll-books; He attends 
accordingly, and presents the same, (3) 16-17. Referred to a Commit- 
tee of the whole, (3) 17-22. Bringing up of Beauharnois election 
postponed, ((6)) 65. Considered, (9) 84-92. Several resolutions re- 
ported and agreed to, declaring that Jacob DeWitt had the majority of 
votes, and ought to have been returned, and that he has a right to 
take his seat, saving, however, to all candidates and electors the 
right of contesting the election, (9-10) 92-93. Vide Addresses, To 
nis Excellency, (3.) Mi. DeWitt takes bis seat. (10) 93.- The; Re~ 
CUrnine Oriicer, Mr. RR. uo. Norval, to appear at the Bar on.6 March, 
carried, on division, (10) 93-99. Order of the Day postponed, on 
qivision,. (22)290. He appears accerdingly,;, (23) 256-263. Motion, 
that there being no charge against him, and he be discharged, nega- 
tived. (on division, (23) 264-274. He is* examined, (23) 274-275. 
Dischareséedsy(23) 275: 


ELECTION, CONTROVERTED, BERTHIER:--Petition of Maurice H. Beaubien ((or 
Beaulieu)), and others, against David M. Armstrong, presented, (24) 
284. Motion, that the Petition be received, (34) 315. Amendment, 
fOr substituting not tor "now", .carried,.on division, (34) 315-316. 
Main Motion, as amended, carried, (34) 316. 


ELECTION, CONTROVERTED, BONAVENTURE:--Speaker reports recognizance, (27) 
294. Clerk of Crown in Chancery to attend, with the return to the 
last Writ of Election; He attends accordingly, (28) 300. Petition of 
A. Bebee, and others, presented, (27) 295. Motion that the Clerk of 
the Crown in Chancery appear before the House and produce the writ of 
election, carried, ((34)) 316. Motion, that the petition of A. Bebee, 
and others, against William Cuthbert, be received, (34) 316-317. 
Amendment, that "not"-be substituted for "now", (34) 317-318. Con- 
sideration of Motions postponed, (34) 318. Motion to resume con- 
sideration thereof, (48) 406. Motion to adjourn, (48) 406-408. Amend- 
ment, for appointing a Committee, to enquire whether the Seals of the 
Justice of the Peace, and of the Judge, affixed to the certificates 
attached to the petition, were affixed thereto before or since the 
presentation of the petition, carried, (48) 408-409. Committee ap- 
pointed, (48) 409. Power to report from time to time; First report, 
(51) 421-422. 


ELECTION, CONTROVERTED, CARLETON:--Petition of George Lyon, against Ed- 
ward Malloch, (24) 284, (30-31) 306-307. 


ELECTION, CONTROVERTED, CORNWALL:--Petition of Charles Rattray, and 
others, electors, against the Hon. John Hillyard Cameron, (6) 047, -Ci3;) 
135. Recognizance, (15) 159. Day appointed for consideration of 
Petition, (27) 290. Order rescinded, (35) 319. Another day appointed, 
(35) 319-320. Lists of Witnesses, (56-57) 467-468. Ballot, (57) 468- 
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469. Committee, (57) 469. Special report, of absence of Messrs. 
Duchesnay, and M'Connell; They are ordered to appear in their places, 
(63) 495. They appear. accordingly, and having stated, on oath, the 
cause of their absence, are excused, (67) 507. House informed that 
Committee is sitting, (71) 608-609. Motion, that the Members of the 
Committee be requested in their places in the House, to enable the 
House to proceed to business, negatived, on division, (71-72) 609. 
Speaker leaves the Chair until the Committee returns to the House, 
C72) 609. 

------ Notice of Question concerning election of John Hillyard Cameron, 
292. Member desiring to rescind Notice; Overruled, 297. 


ELECTION, CONTROVERTED, GLENGARRY:--Petition of Alexander M'Donell, and 
others, against John Sandfield Macdonald, (24) 283, (29) 303. 


ELECTION, CONTROVERTED, HURON:--Petition of John Wellington Gwynne, 
against the Hon. William Cayley, (24) 283. Motion that the Petition 
be received, carried, on division, (33) 311-312. Petition read, (33- 
34) 312-315. Resolution, that the Petition is not now pending, that 
the Petitioner having failed to enter into the necessary recognizance, 
(80) 660. 


ELECTION, CONTROVERTED, KENT:--Clerk of the Crown in Chancery to attend 
forthwith, with the return and poll-books; He attends accordingly, and 
presents the same, (3) 16-17. Motion, that Clerk of Crown produce 
poll-books and return,((3)) 25-31. Several resolutions, declaring 
that Malcolm Cameron, had the majority of votes, and ought to have 
been returned, and that he has a right to take his seat, saving, how- 
ever, to all candidates and electors, the right of contesting his 
election, (14) 137-139. Clerk of Crown in Chancery to attend forth- 
with and amend the return, (14) 139-140. Return amended; Malcolm 
Cameron takes his seat, (14) 140. George Wade Foote, Returning Offi- 
cer, summoned to appear at the Bar on 24 March, (14) 140-152. (Par- 
liament prorogued on 23 March.) 


ELECTION, CONTROVERTED, NICOLET:--Withdrawn Motion concerning the elec- 
tion, 323-324% 


ELECTION, CONTROVERTED, OXFORD:--Clerk of Crown in Chancery ordered to at- 
tend forthwith, with the return, poll-books, and all other papers 
transmitted to him by the Returning Officer at the last election; He 
attends accordingly, and presents the same, (3) 23-24. Resolutions 
read, (3) 24-25. Motion, that in obedience to a Writ of Election, an 
election was held for Oxford on 28 December 1847, (10) 99-114. Two 
motions, for postponing consideration of question, negatived, on divi- 
sion, (10) 114, 114-115. Motion to adjourn, negatived, on division, 
(10) 115-117. Motion, that the only proper mode of determining upon 
a Controverted Election, for a Member to represent a constituency 
within Upper Canada, is under the limits of the Act regulating the 
trial of such Election in Upper Canada, negatived, on division, (10- 
11) 117. Motion to adjourn; Motion to postpone discussion, negatived, 
on division, ((11)) 117. Motion for adjournment, negatived, on di- 
vision, ((11)) 117-119. Main Motion carried, on division; Several 
other resolutions, declaring that Francis Hincks, had the majority of 
votes and ought to have been returned, but that the Returning Officer 
returned Peter Carroll, who has taken his seat pursuant to such return, 
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(11) 119. Motion, that a due regard for the rights of the electors 
and the privileges of the House, requires that the return should be 
amended according to the facts apparent on the poll-books, carried, 
on division; Clerk of Crown in Chancery to attend and amend the re- 
turn, s3reservine to Mr. Carroll and electors’ the right to contest: the 
return, carried, on division; Return amended, (11) 120. Mr. Hincks 
takes his seat; John George Vansittart, Returning Officer, to appear 
auechenroar.eana: euswer. tor his return, (iil) 1225 Vide House. ~Peti-= 
tion of Edmund Deedes, and others, of Oxford, expressing their firm 
conviction that Mr. Vansittart was influenced by no improper motives 
in making the return, (58) 471, (66) 505-506. Petition of Edmund 
Deedes, making known a circumstance which he conceives sufficient to 
prove the honorable motives by which Mr. Vansittart was actuated, 
presented; Standing Rule suspended; Petition read, (68) 557. Vide 
below. 

------ Petition ot Peter Carroll, against the Hon. Francis. Hincks, (24) 
283, (30) 305-306. Motion for consideration, 324-325. Postponed 
Motion, 325. .Recoenizance, (37) 333.... Resolution that Mr. Hincks, 
who since the election had accepted office, be permitted to defend 
against the petition, carried, on division, (38) 341-343. Day ap- 
pointed for consideration of Petition, carried, on division, (38) 
343. Order rescinded, (38-39) 380. Another day appointed, (39) 380. 
Lists of witnesses, (49) 418. Ballot, (49-50) 418-419. Committee, 
(50) 419-420. Final report, that Mr. Hincks was duly elected, and 
ought to have been returned, (63) 494. 


------Vide Vansittart, John George. 


ELECTION, CONTROVERTED, PRESCOTT COUNTY:--Petition of William K. Mackenzie, 
against Thomas Hall Johnson, and praying for a new election, (15) 
160, (20) 246. Recognizance, (18) 242. Twenty-fourth March appointed 
for consideration of Petition, (67) 540. (Parliament prorogued on 
23° March. ) 


ELECTION, CONTROVERTED, PRINCE EDWARD:--Petition of Robert B. Conger, 
and others, opposing candidate, and others, electors, against David 
Barker Stevenson, (6) 74, (15) 160-161. Petition withdrawn, (35) 320. 


ELECTION, CONTROVERTED, RUSSELL:--Petition of Archibald Petrie, against 
George B. Lyon, (7) 74, (16) 161-162. Resolution, that the Petition 
is not now pending, Petitioner having failed to enter into a recogni- 
zgance, (53) °438:; 


ELECTION, CONTROVERTED, ST. HYACINTHE:--Petition of PP. C., Poaneur,. and 
others, against Thomas Bouthillier, presented, (22) 253.0 octon,, enat 
the Petition be received, (28) 300. Amendment, that it not be received, 
carried, (28) 301-302. Main Motion, as amended, agreed to, (28) 302, 


ELECTION, CONTROVERTED, STORMONT:--Petition of Donald Aeneas Macdonell, 
opposing candidate, and others, electors, against Alexander M'Lean, 
presented, (6) 47. Recognizance, (6) 74. Petition read, (12-13) 
133-135. Day appointed for consideration, (26-2) )) 290.5 - Orderere= 
scinded, and another day appointed, (35) 319. Lists of witnesses, 
(53-56) 456-465. Ballot, (56) 465-466. Committee, (56) 466-467. 
Petitioner allowed to add to his list of witnesses, (67) 540. Special 
report, of abse~ce of Mr. Drummond; He is ordered to appear in his 
place, (68) 558. He attends, and having stated, upon oath, the cause 
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of his absence, is excused by the House, (77) 622. 


ELECTION, CONTROVERTED, THREE RIVERS, TOWN:--Clerk of Crown in Chancery 
ordered to attend forthwith, with the return and poll-book; He attends 
accordingly, and presents the same, (3) 16-17. Motion that the Clerk 
present poll-book, carried, ((3)) 22-23. Petition of Antoine Polette, 
one of the candidates, complaining of the election, and praying that 
he may be declared duly elected, (3) 16, (7-8) 75-76. Motion, that 
in obedience to a Writ of Election, an election for Three Rivers 
was held on 29 December, (14) 152-154. Superseded by Previous Ques- 
tion, “(b4—15). 154. Retcoendzancese(23)e2S3-9" Petition; or4Pierre 
Benjamin Dumoulin, a candidate, against the election, (27) 295, (32) 
309-310. Petition of Pierre Vezina, and others, electors, in favor 
of Mr. Polette,. (24). 285,. (36-37). 330-333... Petition. of. Pierre 
Benjamin Dumoulin withdrawn, (49) 412. Petitions of Antoine Polette, 
and of Pierre Vezina, and others, withdrawn, (50) 420-421. 


ELECTION, CONTROVERTED, WATERLOO COUNTY:--Petition of Adam Johnston Fer- 
gusson, and others, against James Webster, and in favor of Mr. Fer- 
gusson, (24) 283, (29-30) 303-305. Recognizance, (57) 469. Twenty- 
fourth March appointed for consideration of Petition, (68) 558. (Par- 
liament prorogued on 23 March.) 

ee Motion, that the only proper mode of determining upon a Controverted 
Election for a Member to represent a constituency within the limits of 
Upper Canada, is under the provisions of the Act for the trial of Con- 
troverted Elections in Upper Canada, negatived, on division, (10-11) 
a7 

------ Parties allowed to add to their lists of witnesses, (67) 540. 


ELECTION, CONTROVERTED, YORK, FOURTH RIDING:--Petition presented against 
Robert Baldwin, ((24)) 284... Petition’ withdrawn,  ((34)) 35; 


ELECTIONS:--Petitions for amendments to the Election Law: Of George 
Simley, and others, of Waterloo, (7) 74, (16) 161. Of Samuel Penfold, 
and (Others, of “Waterloo,s (36)°330;"C51) 421. "Of «Jonn Macfariane, and 
others, of Waterloo, (39) 382,- (58) "472. 

------ Bill to amend the Election Law, presented and read, (16) 163. Or- 
dered for second reading, (60) 480. Order for second reading dis- 
charged, (64) 498. 

mene Motion, that no Member of the Legislative Council has a right to 
vote in the election of any Members of the Legislative Assembly; Super- 
seded by prorogation, (80) 665. 


ELECTIONS, WRITS ISSUED DURING THE SESSION: -— 
FOR WHAT PLACE IN THE ROOM OF ON WHAT ACCOUNT 


Hon. Thomas Cushing 
QuebecsCitys~. ec2oeAylwino. 4. Shea, ', . sACCeEPpted torpace. C4) otc 


Hon. Louis Hypolite 
Montreal City... <0 Llakontadine.). Srl. fh ACCeDEecuUl tice gaG34 anole. 


WO. 
North Riding’: <o: Honv<Robert Batdwin’s s«vAccepbedeOrtice, (34-35) sto-oLl9. 


York. James Hervey 
South Riding -o9. s0brice,, Esq. 48. 2. HACCENLedmOn mL Ce mero ans nol 
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FOR WHAT PLACE IN THE ROOM OF ON WHAT ACCOUNT 
Hon. Louis Hypolite 

Perreroune. -. 7. Earoncaine. i. . . . Accepted Office, (35) 319. 

Verchéres. . .. . James Leslie, Esq . .. Accepted Office, (35) 320. 
Malcom 

Ren Guage mecees mete. 9-1 Cameron, ES 5%... od~.08 ActCepted Offices (651) 142k. 


Hon. Francis 
Oxrord s . . 2). « HiNCKS. 5 . . . . os s ‘Accepted Office, (67) 540: 


Three Rivers, 
LOW Dei ecmee 2 i kG PRCUUTD ws) Rimes he adams te 67. 40=541., 


ELMSLEY, NORTH:--Vide Montague And North Elmsley. 


EMIGRATION:--House resolves to go into Committee, to consider of amend- 
ing the Indigent Emigrants’ Act, 4 and 5 Vic., cap. 13, and of making 
further provision respecting Emigration, (6) 48-52. Considered, (6) 
52=65. -Four resolutions reported, (9) 79. First two resolutions 
agreed to, (9) 79-80. Motion, to recommit the third resolution, neg- 
atived, on division, (9) 80-83. Fourth resolution agreed to, (9) 83. 
Vide below. 

----=— Bill to make better provision respecting emigrants, and to defray 
the expense of supporting indigent emigrants, presented and read; 
Rule suspended; Read second time; Committed; Considered, and amended; 
Rule suspended; Reported, (9) 83. Engrossed, (9) 84. Recommitted; 
Considered, (14) 136. Further amended; Passed, (14) 137. By the 
Couneig)| (bj) e159 a Royal -Assent,(80) 665. .(11. Vics, eap.: 1.) 

me mee Petitions for adoption of measures for preventing a recurrence of 
the evils arising from the pauper emigration of last year: Of Munic- 
PealLacouneci., District of Wellington, (6) 47, (ClZ). 133... 0f W.-H. 
Beulton, Mayon, om behalf vof the-inhabitants of Toronto, (12) 132, 
(19) 243-244. 

= Petition of the Rt. Rev. Roman Catholic Bishop of Montreal, for 
indemnification for expenses incurred in relieving distressed emi- 
grants last season, and for a provision for the coming season, (27) 
294, (31) 1308. 

------Petition of the Rt. Rev. Lord Bishop of Montreal, for indemnifi- 
cation of those clergymen who incurred expenses by their attendance 
on sick emigrants at Point St. Charles last season, (50) 420, (62) 
493. 

a= Vide Accounts And Papers, (33.); Clark, Dame Adelaide Turcot; 
Cushing, Mrs. Elizabeth L.; Governor General, Messages From His Ex- 
ecellency, (11.) 


ESTIMATES, PUBLIC:--Vide Accounts And Papers, (23, 27, 28.); Governor 
General, Messages From His Excellency, (9, 10.) 


EVANS, WILLIAM:--Petition of, representing his losses, &c., from the 
devotion of his time and money to the promotion of agriculture, and 
praying reliet,(27)-295, =¢32), 311% 


EXECUTIVE COUNCILLORS:--Vide Addresses, To His Excellency, (10.) 
EXPIRING LAWS:--Vide Laws, Expiring. 
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FISHERIES:--Petition of George S. Tiffany, and others, of the Gore Dis- 
trict, for the greater protection of the fisheries, by increasing the 
penalty for violating the law, (62) 491, (66) 506. 


FLOUR AND MEAL:--House resolves to go into Committee, to consider of 
amending the Act, 4 and 5 Vic., cap. 89, providing for the inspection 
of flour and meal, (38) 339. Considered, (38) 339-341. Three resolu- 
tions reported and agreed to, (48-49) 410-411. Vide below. 

meme Bill to continue and amend the Act for Inspection of flour and 
meal, and to provide for the inspection of oatmeal, presented and 
read, (49) 411. Read second time; Committed, (61) 484-485. Consid- 
ered; Reported; Engrossed, (61) 485. Passed, (62) 492. By the Coun- 
Cil 7.(68)4559.5 eRoyalbAssent, (C0; cco. bull ey cee ween mo.) 


------ Vide Bankruptcy Laws. 
FOOTE, GEORGE WADE:--Vide Election, Controverted, Kent; House. 


FORMS OF WORDS:--Vide Acts Of Parliament. 
FOUNDLINGS AND INVALIDS:--Vide Accounts And Papers, (12.) 


G. 


GAGNE, ALEXIS:--Petition of, for remuneration as Returning Officer at 
the Parish Elections in St. Louis de Kamouraska, since 1841, (27) 
294~295.,, (3L). 309. 


GAME:--Petition of Rev. P. Routier, and others, of St. Louis, for an 
Act to protect game at certain seasons, (6) 47, (13) 136. 


GASPE, DISTRICT OF:--Bill to amend the Gaspé Judicature Act, presented 
and reac. 301 4)eb357. 

------ Petition of Louis Leclerc, and others, of Ste. Anne des Monts, 
and Cape Chat, praying that their settlements may be made into a sep- 
arate municipality, (28) 299,, (40) 382: ; 


GEARY, JOHN:--Petition of, for payment of a balance due him for labor 
on the London and Brantford Road, (28) 299, (39) 382. 


GORE DISTRICT:--Petition of the Municipal Council, District of Gore, 
Sgainst a divisionxof thes District, bec ec ose. ZO) eZeG. 


GOVERNMENT:-=Vide Addresses, To His Excellency, (10.); Ministry. 


GOVERNOR GENERAL:--His Excellency's Speech at the opening of the Session, 
reported by Mr. Speaker, (2-3) 14-15. Day appointed for taking the 
same into consideration, (3) 15. Consideration deferred, (14) 137. 
Considered, (16) 163. Vide below. Motion, for an Address to thank 
His Excellency for his Speech from the Throne, &c., (16-17) 163-179. 

A Motion of an amendment, moved and carried, on division, (17) 179- 
221. Main Motion, as amended, agreed to, (17) 221. Address ordered, 
(17-16) 221-222,. Vide Addresses. Io. dis, Excellency, =.) 

—<---- Speech further considered, (38) 344. Motion, that a supply be 
granted to Her Majesty, (38) 344-366. To be considered in a Committee 
of the whole, (38) 367. Vide Supply. 

------ Gives the Royal Assent to Bills, (80-81) 665-666. 


Shee 


=-=—-His speech at the close of the Sessién, (81) 667. 
---Conversation prior to delivery of Message from His Excellency, 


(G1), 368-389.. 


GOVERNOR GENERAL, MESSAGES FROM HIS EXCELLENCY:-- 


1 


one 


a. 


10. 


Ae 


Desiring the attendance of the House in the Legislative Council 
Chamber ertioel., U2) ets, C60) 605) 

Transmitting copies of despatches from the Colonial Secretary, re- 
specting the Navigation Laws, (41-42) 390-391. 

Transmitting copies of despatches from the Colonial Secretary re- 
specting the Civil “List Bill, (42) 391. 

Transmitting copies of despatches from the Colonial Secretary, 
respecting the Bill for the Naturalization of Aliens, (42-43) 
291-393. 

Transmitting copies of despatches from the Colonial Secretary, re- 
specting the removal of Imperial duties on Canadian produce, (43- 

44) 393-398. 

Transmitting copies of despatches from the Colonial Secretary, re- 
specting the Halifax and Quebec Railway, (45) 399. Printed, (47) 
405. Vide Railways. 

Transmitting copies of despatches from the Colonial Secretary re- 
specting the reserved Railway Bills, (45-47) 399-405. Printed, (47) 
405. Vide Railways. 

Informing the House that he has offered a reward for the apprehension 
of the persons concerned in the destruction of the poll-books for 
Dundee and Ste. Anicet, in the County of Beauharnois, during the late 
election, (52) 436-437. 

Recommending the issue of debentures to the extent of £125,000, to 
meet the exigencies of the Public Service, connected with the Public 
Works, (57) 470. Referred to the Committee of Supply, (59) 474. Vide 
Supply. 

Recommending an advance of £125,000 for Public Works, and £140,000 to 
meet the expenses of the Government for the current year; and trans- 
mitting a report from the Inspector General in reference thereto, with 
other documents, (58) 473. Vide Accounts And Papers, (28.). Refer- 
red to Committee of Supply, (59) 474. 

Transmitting copies of despatches from the Colonial Secretary, rela- 
tive to the emigration of last year, (80) 653-654. Vide Accounts And 


Papers, (33.) 


GREAT BRITAIN:--Imports into, from British North America. Vide Accounts 


And= Papers, (20. ) 


GREAT WESTERN RAILROAD COMPANY:--Petition of the said Company, for an 


amendment of their Charter, by abolishing the Corresponding Committee 
in England, presented, (62) 491. Standing Rule suspended; Petition 
read; Referred to the Committee on Railways and Telegraph Lines, (63) 
493-494, 


---~-Petition of the same, for public aid to secure the completion of the 


Railroad, presented, (62) 491. Standing Rule suspended; Petition read; 
Referred to the Committee on Railways and Telegraph Lines, (63) 493-494. 


----Vide Accounts And Papers, (25.); Addresses, To His Excellency, (6.); 
Railways. 


GRIFFITH, THOMAS:--Petition of, for compensation for destruction of his 
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property during his absence on militia duty, (50) 420, (62) 493. 


GRIMSBY:--Petition of David ((or Daniel)) Palmer, and others, for estab- 
lishment of the Concession Road allowances in that Township, (12) 132, 
(19) 244. Referred, (22-23) 255. 


GROSSE ISLE:--Motion for appointment of a Select Committee to enquire 
into the management of the quarantine establishment, 439-447. With- 
drawn Motion, 447. 


Be 


HALDIMAND COUNTY:--Petition of the Niagara District Council, relative to 
the want of a Registry Office for the County of Haldimand, (28) 300, 
(40): 383. + Reterred, (41)" 385. 

------ Petition of Richard Martin, and others, on behalf of the Agricul- 
tural Society of Haldimand, preying that that County may enjoy the 
same privileges as Agricultural Districts, (65) 502, (71) 608. 


HALIFAX TOWNSHIP:--Petition of Joseph Huot, and others, of the Township 
of Halifax, representing their distress from the total failure of their 
harvest last year, and praying relief, (39301, 2096 ).4126 


HALIFAX AND QUEBEC RAILROAD:--Vide Accounts And Papers, (21.); Governor 
General, Messages From His Excellency, (6.) 


HAMILTON AND PORT DOVER ROAD:--Petition of James O'Loame, and others, 
complaining of the unequal mode of levying tolls on the said Road, 
CTO} 247, 25)" oo. 


HARBOUR DUES:--Vide Addresses, To His Excellency, (4.) 


HIGH SCHOOLS:--Vide Accounts And Papers, (il.) 


HOUSE:--Attends His Excellency at the Bar of the Legislative Council 
Chamber: At the opening of the Session, (1) 1. After the election 
of.the Speakers, (2)013 “At! the close of “they Session.+(30)1.665.." At 
Government House, with the Address in answer to the Speech, (22) 253. 

------ Names ‘taken on divisions) Affirmative, (10) 9S) Geyser 4120-47) 
221, (21) 248-249, (3/7) 336, (38) 238. S435e"OoL) 426.841. 62) ool 
(65097 5045 °(G9)s 595: 

------ Names taken on division: Negative, (1-2) 7, (9) 83, (10) 114, 116- 
did, (23) 2¢4,,(41),38/7=-388.5. (60), 480. (69) 591=5925 of 72) 26098 Cia) 
635% 

------ House divides without taking the names, (10) 114, (11) 117, ((11)) 
Ties LES seid) 120. 22 25 Ole COG 290. 653d eee) od Oi el eh ee 
(C38) 343.0 SE )e Srna 6S)e 496 eGo) 2505-8 (Or) 40 CO )en Os 

------ Adjournment to a particular hour on a future day, (2) 8-9, (23) 
255~256. 

ween Adjourns to an earlier hour than usual on the following days, (22) 
250. (80), 654. A Laters houre( 20 ecdecenet coor 

------ House informed that the Cornwall Election Committee is in Session; 
Motion, that the Members of the Committee be requested to attend in 
their places in the House, with a view to proceeding with the business 
of the House, negatived, on division; Speaker leaves the Chair until 
the Committee return to the House, (71) 609. 
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PERSONS SUMMONED TO APPEAR AT THE BAR OF THE HOUSE. 


a Foote, George Wade: Returning Officer at the late election for 
Kent. On the 24 March, to answer for his conduct in relation to his 
return to the Writ of Election, (14) 140-152. (The Legislature was 
prorogued on the 23 March, consequently Mr. Foote did not appear.) 

------ Norval, Robert H.: Returning Officer at the late election for 
Beauharnois. On the 6 March ensuing, (10) 93-99. His appearance at 
the Bar, (23) 256-263. Motion, that there being no charge against 
him, he be discharged, negatived, on division, (23) 264-274. He is 
examined, (23) 274-275. Discharged, (23) 275. 

= Vansittart, John George: Returning Officer at the late election 
fOr Uxtord: “On the 21 March, to answer for his return, (il) 221.” He 
appears in attendance, and is called in, (69) 580. Motion, that 
Vansittart, having taken on himself to return Peter Carroll, as Member 
for Oxford, contrary to the majority of votes on the poll-book in 
favor of the Hon. Francis Hincks, acted illegally and in breach of 
the privileges of the House, (69) 580-584. Amendment, that a copy of 
any resolution to be adopted by the House, be furnished to Vansittart, 
that he be allowed twenty-four hours to prepare his defence, and that 
he be heard by counsel, negatived, on division, (69) 584-592. Main 
motion carried, on division, (69) 592-595. Resolution, that he do 
appear forthwith at the Bar, and that he be heard in his defence, 
carried, on division, (69-70) 595. He appears accordingly, and ad- 
dresses the House, (70) 595-598. He is examined by the House, (70) 
598-600. He is directed to withdraw, (70) 600. Case postponed till 
next day, and George Brown, then to appear and give evidence, (71) 
601. Consideration resumed, (77) 622. George Brown called in and 
examined, (77-78) 622-634. Motion, that Brown's answer to the third 
question contains hearsay evidence, and is therefore inadmissable, 
negatived, on division, (78) 634-635. His examination concluded, (78- 
79) 635-642. Vansittart called in, and permitted to address the House 
in reference to the evidence of George Brown, (79) 642-644. Withdraws, 
(79) 644. Petition of Vansittart, to be allowed time to bring wit- 
nesses to disprove some of the statements made by Brown, presented; 
Standing Rule suspended; Read, (80) 644. Resolution, allowing him 
until the fourth day of next Session to produce the evidence offered 
in his Petition, and requiring him to appear at the Bar on that day, 
(80) 644-653. 


------ Vide Addresses, To His Excellency, (12, 13.); Privileges Of House; 
Representation, Increase Of. 


HURON COPPER BAY COMPANY:--Bill to incorporate the Huron Copper Bay Com- 
pany, presented and read, (8) 77. Ordered for second reading, (60) 
480. 


L. 


INDIANS:--Select Committee appointed to inquire if certain documents, 
relative to Indian affairs, which appear in the APPENDIX to the JOUR- 
NALS of last Session as having been sent down by the Executive Gov- 
ernment, did in reality emanate from the Government, (6) 47-48. 

Sea eae Petition of Joseph Metsalabolet, and others, of the Indian Village 
of Bécancour, for the support of a Missionary among them, out of the 
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proceeds of ‘the “Jesuits” Hstates"yr(s)'16,.°€7) 74. 

—----- Petition of Rev. Joseph Maurault, and others, of the Indian Village 
of,.St.. Francois du lac St. Pierre,.fonia. grantoutoe the, wesuita, 
Estates” to, rebuild .a-school. house -therein,. (16.407 he 

—----- Petition of Ignace Portneuf, and others, Chiefs, &c., of the Abenakis 
Village of St. Francis, for the confirmation of their appointment of a 
Trustee, (27) 295,. 1-32), 5309. 

------ Vide Addresses, To His Excellency, (2.) ~ 


INDUSTRY, HOUSES OF:--Petition of the Municipal Council, District of 
London, for a repeal of the Act relating to Houses of Industry, so far 
asiittvatiects. that Districts G2) 254.) (251 267-260. 


INSTRUCTION TO A COMMITTEE:--Vide Intemperance. 
INSURANCE OFFICES:--Vide Accounts And Papers, (14.) 


INTEMPERANCE:--Select Committee appointed to inquire and report what Leg- 
islative measures can be adopted to repress the evils growing out of 
Intemperance. Notice of Motion, 251. Motion, (52) 432-436. Instruc- 
tion, to inquire into the expediency of making drunkenness an indict- 
able of fence,. &¢.-,..(592) 436..8 Petition of, Rev.s William Bell. A.M. «and 
others, relative to the suppression of Intemperance, (58) 471, (66) 
506. Referred to above Committee, (66) 507. 


INVALIDS AND FOUNDLINGS:--Vide Accounts And Papers, (12.) 
J. 


JARVIS, S. P.:--Vide Addresses, To His Excellency, (2.) 


JESUITS' ESTATES:--Vide Accounts And Papers, (26.); Addresses, To»His 
Excellency, (8.); Indians; Regiopolis, College Of. 
JOINT STOCK COMPANIES:--Vide Companies, Joint Stock. 


JOLIETTE COLLEGE:--Petition of Hon. Barthelemy Joliette, for aid to that 
Institution, 0) 420, (62) 492, 


JOURNALS:--Entries in JOURNALS of former Sessions, again read: Relative 
to Address on case of André Benjamin Papineau, (8) 77. Vide Addresses, 


To His Excellency, (1.) Niagara District Town, (59) 478. Vide Niagara 


Dass Erect. 


JUDGMENTS:--Petition of Elias Burnham, and others, of Peterboro', for such 
an amendment of the Act 9 Vic., cap. 36, as to allow judgments to be 
entered up in the several Districts, (50) 420, (62) 493. 


JURORS:~-—Petition of John D. Bostwick, and others, of St. Francis, for 
the payment of Jurors in Canada East, (6) 47, (12) 133. 

------ Bill to remove doubts as to the time from which the Act regulating 
the summoning of Jurors in Lower Canada was to take effect, presented 
and read, (16) 162. Read second time; Engrossed; Passed, (49) 412. 

By the Council...(68) 559. -Koval Assen. (80) 2665. ntl LaV LO Cates.) 


USE ADMINISTRATION OF:--Petition of J. Baptiste C. Dupuis, and others, 
of L'Islet, &c., for establishment of a permanent and less expensive 


system of judicature in the remote parts of the Province, (6) 47, 
GLA) ti Ss 
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------ Petitions for payment of the expenses of the Administration of Jus- 
tice in Canada West out of the Provincial chest: Of Municipal Council, 
Districtwor Victoria, (6)\ 47, (13) 135-136. Municipal Council, District 
of Johnstown, (15) 160,. (20). 245-246... Municipal, Council, District of 
Colborne, .(19) 243, (25) 286. Municipal Council, District of Simcoe, 
fae) eo4, (26) 289. 


K. 


KING'S BENCH, LOWER CANADA:--Bill to render executory certain judgments 
of the late Courts of King's Bench for Lower Canada, presented and 
read, (48) 410. Read second time; Engrossed, (60) 482-483. Passed, 
(62) 4492. tBy, the Council. (68) 559. Royal: Assent, (80) 1666. (11 
View, cape. 4.) 


KING'S COLLEGE:--Petitions against a division of the endowment of King's 
College, and against any public provision for Theological Institutions: 
OEwiuneeipal Council, Drstrict) of Broek, (12) 132. °(19) 244. "02 the 
Municipal Council, District.of London, (22) 254, (25-26) 288. 


tenet Vide Regiopolis, College Of. 


KINGSTON CITY:--Petition of the City Council of Kingston, for an amend- 
ment to their, Act of incorporation, (58)<-4/0.. (66) 505. 


KINGSTON GAS LIGHT COMPANY:--Petition of John Counter, and others, for 
an Act of Incorporation as the Kingston Gas Light Company, (12) 132, 
(19) 244. Bill presented and read, (37-38) 337. Read second time; 
Committed; Considered, (60) 482. Reported; Engrossed; Standing Rule 
suspended; Passed, (64) 498. By the Council, (68) 559. Royal Assent, 
CoO MOGI, (IIMNICs sat ap et oss) 


i 


LANCASTER AND NEW LONGUEUIL:--Petition of John M'Cuaig for a settlement 
of the boundary line between Lancaster, Upper Canada, and New Longueuil, 
Lower Canada, (28) 299, (39) 382. 


LANDS:--Petition of William Caldwell, and others, of the Western District, 
for an extension of the time for the payment of the fees on their lands, 
and for a reduction of the fees in all cases, (3) 16, (7) 74. 

a Bill relating to letters patent for public lands in Lower Canada, 
presented and read, (14) 137. Order for second reading discharged, 
(60) 480. 

onan Petition of the Municipal Council, District of Colborne, for pay- 
ment of all land taxes to the treasurer of the District in which the 
land is situated, (19) 243, (25) 287. Referred, (66) 506. 

a coon Petition of the Municipal Council of, Western District, complaining 
of the insufficiency of the law passed by them for taxing the lands of 
absentees, and praying relief, (19) 243, (25) 287. Petition of the 
Municipal Council, District of London for authority to recover such 
taxes mae) 254 sat20) 2OG. 

eae Vide Addresses, To His Excellency, (7.); Rainham; Surveyors. 


LANGEVIN, JEAN:--Petition of, for the payment of certain claims against 
the Municipal Council of Quebec, (22) 254, (26) 289. 
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LARIVE, MICHEL:--Petition of, for indemnification for expenses incurred 
in constructing roads. through St... Germain, St.,.Luce,s! éc.,5422) 254, 
(26) © 2885 


L'ASSOMPTION, COLLEGE OF:--Petition of J. B. Meilleur, and others, for a 
erant to* the said’ Colleges (19) 2435," (25) 28o% 


LAWS, EXPIRING:--Bill to continue certain Acts, for a limited time. Stand- 
ing Rule suspended, (35) 320. Bill presented and read, (35) 320-321. 
Read second time; Committed, (49) 411. Order of the Day postponed, 

(59) 474. Considered; Reported; Engrossed, (67) 541. Passed, (68) 
55/7.. »By..the Council, (72) 7609. @RoyaleAssent, “CS "666, Skea sic. 
CAD oe) 


LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL:--Speech of Legislative Council's Speaker, (1) 1, (2) 
13% 

Selatan! ae Motion, that no Member of the Legislative Council has a right to 
vote in the election of any Member of the Legislative Assembly, (80) 
660-665. Superseded by Prorogation, (80) 665. 


LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL, MESSAGES FROM THE:--Agreeing to Bills, (15) 159, 
(68) 559... 672). 609° 
—----- Returning a Bill, with an amendment, (72) 609. 


LENNOXVILLE COLLEGE:--Vide Bishop's College, Lennoxville. 
LETTERS PATENT:--Vide Lands. 

LIBRARY:--Vide Montreal Association Of Teachers. 

LIBRARY, LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF:--Vide Speaker. 


LINDSAY, WILLIAM BURNS:--Vide Addresses, To His Excellency, (12.) 
LONDON DISTRICT:-—-Vide Industry, Houses Of. 


LONDON MANUFACTURING COMPANY:--Petition of L. Lawrason, and others, of 
London, for an Act of Incorporation for manufacturing purposes, (12) 
132, (19-20) 245.. Referred, (22) 255. Alteration tn, Committee:.Power 
to report by Bill, (35) 321. "Reportar Bill, (47) 405. Readesecond 
time; Reference to a Select Committee dispensed with, and Rules sus- 
pended; Committed; Considered, (61) 483-484. Reported; Engrossed, 
(64)2498.spPassed;" (65) 503% 


LONDON, ST. PAUL'S CHURCH:--Petition of the Rector and Church Wardens of 
the said Church, for authority to dispose of certain Church Lands, 
(12) 132,19); 244-245. (Referred, (22) 254-255..4"5 Report, a Beil, fa] ) 
333. Read second time; Committed; Considered; Reported; Engrossed, 
(60) 482. Passed, (62) 492. By the Council, (68) 559. Royal Assent, 
(80) 6667" (LL View, cap. cles) 


LONG SAULT RAPIDS:--Vide Addresses, To His Excellency, (1l.) 
M. 


MARKHAM AND ELGIN MILLS ROAD:--Petition of Ashton Fletcher, and others, 
for an Act of Incorporation to construct a plank road from Yonge Street, 
mear Elgin Mills, to the 8th Concession of Markham, ((19)°243, (25))287. 
Referred, (63) 494. Report a Bill, (68) 558. 
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MARRIAGE:--Petition of the Wesleyan Methodist Conference, for a law to 
permit persons authorized to solemnize matrimony in Upper Canada, to 
do the same in Lower Canada, (24) 284, (31) 308. 


MARTIN, J. B.:--Petition of, for the payment of his claim against the Mu- 
nicipal Council of Kamouraska, (28) 300, (40) 384. 


MCGILL COLLEGE:--Petition of the Medical Faculty, of McGill College for 
an increased grant, (24) 284, (31) 308. 


MEAL:--Vide Flour And Meal. 


MEGANTIC:—-Petition of Rev. James Nelligen ((or Nelligan)), and others, 
Roman Catholic Clergymen, for laws to facilitate the attainment of 
property, and thei completion of the roads in that County, (18) 242, 
(24=25) 285. ‘Referred, (26) 289. 


MEMBERS:--Postage on all letters, not exceeding 1 oz., and printed papers, 
to and from Members, and on Petitions, to be charged to the Contingen- 
etes7e¢3) el5. 

-~----- take the.@aths and their seats, (1) 1, (3) 42, (18) 242. “Pursuant 
to decisions of the House, upon Special Returns, (10) 93, (21) 121, 
(14) 140. 

—----- Obtain leave of absence, (16) 163, (63) 495, (71) 607. 

------ Added to Committees, (48) 410, (51) 422, 426, 431, (66) 507. 

------ Excused from serving on Election Committees, (50) 419, (56) 466. 

See Reported absent from Election Committees; Ordered to attend in 
their places, (63) 495, (68) 558. They attend, and having stated the 
cause of their absence, and verified the same on oath, are excused by 
CheehOUSe se LOL) Ul. (Cs) eOeee 

<< Members, not of the Executive Council, lay Accounts and Papers be- 
fore the House, by desire of His Excellency, (52) 437, (64) 498, (77) 
622, (80) 653-654. 

-----— Resolution, that the Sessional allowance to Members be £50, and 
mileage at the rate of ten shillings for twenty miles in coming and in 
returaing. (71) 4607. 


MEMORANDA:--Vide Written Memoranda. 
MENNONITES:--Vide Militia. 


MESSAGES:--Vide Governor General, Messages From His Excellency; Legisla- 
tive Council, Messages From The. 


M'GIBBON, JOHN:--Vide Education And Schools. 


MILITIA:--Petition of Philip Wismer, and others, of Niagara District, for 
repeal of so much of the Militia Law as imposes fines on Quakers, Men- 
nonites, and Tunkers, refusing to do Militia duty in time of war, C12) 
$525 (19) 2Zaer 


MILLS:--Petition of William Kirk, and others, of Hemmingford, &c., pray- 
ing to be allowed free ingress and egress to the mills and machinery 
of the United States, for the purposes of domestic milling, (12) 132, 
(19) 263. 


MINISTRY:--Resignation of, ((21)) 249, ((22)) 253. 
ae ooo Announcement of accepted resignation, 297. 


------ Vide Addresses, To His Excellency, (10.) 
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M'INTOSH, JOHN:--Petition of, for remuneration for articles furnished 
the militiavdurine: thes rebellion,a(28) 9299 2069 esse 


MOIRA, RIVER:--House resolves to go into Committee to consider of amend- 
ing the Act relating to slides on the River Moira; Considered; Reso- 
lution, for repealing in said Act, and making the provision therefor, 
reported, and agreed to; Bill presented and read, (52) 436. Read 
second time; Committed; Considered, (61) 485. Reported; Engrossed, 
(64) 498. Passed, (65) 503. By the Council, (68) 559. Royal Assent, 
CSL) 1660." GELOV iC. Ca gn Os) 


MONTAGUE AND NORTH ELMSLEY:--Petition of William Simpson, and others, 
for repeal of the Act regulating the line of the 4th Concession of 
those Townships, (39) 381, (58) 472: Petitions»sagainst:* Of John 
M'Gill Chambers, (24) 285, (31) 308. Of James Atchison, and others, 
(58) 471, (66) 506. 


MONTREAL AND LACHINE RAILROAD COMPANY:--Petition of the Company, for au- 
thority to borrow money at any rate of interest, and for an increase 
Gf, their Capital Stock, (19) §2435..025) e286; 

------ Vide Accounts And Papers, (4.) 


MONTREAL ASSOCIATION OF TEACHERS:--Petition of F. X. Valade, and others, 
for aid to the said Association to establish a library, (27) 295, 
(31) 3097 


MONTREAL CATHOLIC ORPHAN ASYLUM:--Petition of Mrs. M. A. F. Viger, and 
others, ‘foraiditoxthatelnstitution, 6 (288299. 2039 yras2. 


MONTREAL CITY:--Petition of the Mayor, Aldermen, and citizens, for amend- 
ments to the Act establishing the Mayor's Court, (3) 16, (7) 75. Re- 
ferred, (14) 136. Bill reported, (23) 255. Read second time; Commit- 
ted, (60) 480-481. Considered, (64-65) 499. Reported; Engrossed, 
(67) 507. Passed, (67) 508. By the Council, with an amendment, (72) 
609. Considered, and agreed to, (77) 621-622. Royal Assent, (81) 
660. SO sVieu, cap. tL.) 

ee Petition of Robert W. S. Mackay, for assistance in the publication 

of a map of the City of Montréal, (39) 380,.(56)e4712 


------ Vide Champlain And St. Lawrence Railroad. 

MONTREAL GENERAL HOSPITAL:--Petition.of the Corporation of the said Hos- 
pital, for pecuniary aid, (39) 380-381, (58) 472. 

MONTREAL HIGH SCHOOL:--Vide Accounts And Papers, (1l.) 


MONTREAL LADIES BENEVOLENT SOCIETY:--Petition of, for the usual aid, (24) 
Lose Cau) sus. 


MONTREAL LYING-IN HOSPITAL:--Petition of Mrs. Adéle B. LaFontaine, and 
Others, for aid to that Institution, 039), 380. (55) 472. 


MONTREAL MECHANICS' INSTITUTE:--Vide Accounts And Papers, (30.) 


MONTREAL NEW CITY GAS COMPANY:--Petition of, for amendments to their Act 
Gfeineerporation.. (3) sl6,—( /)7 5° 


MONTREAL PROTESTANT ORPHAN ASYLUM:--Petition of the Ladies Directresses, 
forvaid tto: that slnstitutron ye. 4) 265 80o0) Pa05. 

eit Petition of the same, for aid to erect a building, (24) 283, (30) 
305. 
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MONTREAL SCHOOL OF MEDICINE:--Petition of F. T. C. Arnoldi, M. D., and 
others, praying that the said School may be placed on an equality with 


the Medical Faculty of McGill College, and for pecuniary aid therefor, 
(39) 360, (58) 471. 


MONTREAL "SISTERS OF MERCY:--Petition of, for an Act of Incorporation, 
(27,6294 se631) 309. 


MONTREAL TELEGRAPH COMPANY:--Petition of, for amendments to their Act of 
Incorporation, (19) 243,625) 286: 


MONTREAL TURNPIKE ROADS:--—Petition of John Clark, and others, complaining 
of injustice sustained by them from the operations of the Montreal 
Road Trustees, (24) 284, (31) 308. 


-—----- Vide Accounts And Papers, (15.) 


MONTREAL UNIVERSITY LYING-IN HOSPITAL:--Petition of Mrs. Margaret Lunn, 
and Mre. A. Durniord,. tom aid to, that Institution, (39). 381, (58) 472. 


MORIN, AUGUSTIN NORBERT:--Vide Speaker. 


MORTGAGERS:--Bill for the sale under execution, of the interest of Mort- 
gagers, in Upper Canada, presented and read, (59) 477. 


MOSA AND WILLIAMS:--Petition of the Municipal Council, District of London, 
relative to the collection of taxes in those Townships, for 1845, (27) 
294, (31) 308. Billy to provide for the collection of taxes for 1845, 
in Mosa, presented and read, (48) 410. Ordered for second reading, 
(60-61) 483, (64) 499. 


MOTIONS, NOTICES OF:--Given by several members, 32. 
------ Two or three notices of Motion, 439. 


MOTZ, JAMES:--Petition of, praying to be secured in the possession of the 
toll-bridge over the River Etchemin, (3) 16, (7) 75. 


MOULTON: --Vide Niagara District. 


MUNICIPALITIES, LOWER CANADA:--Petitions for a revival of the Parish 
Municipal Councils: Of Rev. John O'Grady, and others, of Ste. Catherine 
de Fossambault; of J. E. Pageot, and others, of L'Ancienne Lorette, 

(12) 133, (20) 245. Antoine Légaré, and others, of Ste. Foye, (28) 
300-240) 984.- Ofall.w Fk. Valois, and A. C.°D.’De Celles,. County of 
Montreal, (39) 381, (58) 472. 

ae Petitions for repeal or amendment of the Municipal Council Act: 

Of T. Toutant, and others, of Champlain, (28) 299, (40) 383. Of Munic- 
ipal Council, County of Portneuf, (50) 420, (62) 492. 


MUNICIPALITIES, UPPER CANADA:--Petitions for amendments to the Municipal 
Council Act: Of John Jarron, and others, of Niagara District, (19) 
242, (25) 285-286. Of the Municipal Council, District of Gore, so as 
to pay the wardens, (19) 243, (25) 287. Of Municipal Council, District 
of Simcoe, respecting election of District Councillors, (22) 254 (200 
289. Of Municipal Council, District of Ottawa, increase of pay to 
District Councillors, (24) 284, (30) 306. Of Warden and Members of 
London District, Municipal Council of, (50) 420, (62) 492. 

———— Vide Assessments; Burial Grounds; Lands; Poor; Registrars. 
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N. 


NAVIGATION LAWS:--Vide Accounts And Papers, (17.); Governor General, Mes- 
sages From His Excellency, (2.) 


NEPEAN: --Petition of George B. Hopper, and others, for completion of the 
survey of Concession A, Rideau front, of that Township, (12) 132, (19) 
243. 


NEW LONGUEUIL:--Vide Lancaster And New Longueuil. 


NIAGARA AND DETROIT RIVERS RAILROAD:--Petition for renewal of the Rail- 
road's Charter, presented, 323. 


NIAGARA DISTRICT:--Petition of the Municipal Council, District of Niagara, 
for authority to provide for the maintenance of insane persons in that 
District .s¢28) 2300, 25040) 2383" 

------ Petition of the same, relative to the boundaries of Dunn, Moulton, 
Canboro', and Sherbrooke, (28) 300, (40) 383. Referred, (41) 384-385. 
Petition of Alexander M. Lockhart, and others, relative to the bound- 
aries of Sherbrooke Forest, referred, (66) 506. 

------ Petition of Alexander M. Lockhart, and others, praying that a por- 
tion of Moulton may be added to Sherbrooke Forest, or that the latter 
Township may remain entire, (61) 491, (66) 506. Referred to the Com- 
mittee on the preceding petition, (66) 506. Vide above. 

------ Petition of the Niagara District Council, for removal of the site 
of the District Town to a more central position, (28) 300, (40) 383- 
384. Referred, (51) 421. Entries in JOURNALS of 1846 relative to 
same subject, read, (59) 478. Referred to the Committee, (59-60) 478. 
Report, (68) 558. 


NIAGARA FALLS SUSPENSION BRIDGE COMPANY:--Petition of the Company for 
amendments to their Act of Incorporation, (35) 330, (51) 421. Re- 
ferred, 5b) 4271. 


NICOLET SEMINARY:--Petition of the Corporation of the Seminary of Nicolet, 
for incteased. aid, -(28) 299,(39,) .38L; 


NORFOLK:--Bill to authorize the formation of Joint Stock Companies in 
Norfolk, for the construction of plank or macadamized roads therein, 
presented and read, (9) 79. Ordered for second reading, (21) 250. 
Seventy-first Rule, fee of £20, suspended in relation thereto, (60) 
478-479. Motion for second reading, negatived, on division, (60) 
479-480. Restored to the Orders of the Day, on division, (63) 495- 
496. 


NORMAND, EDOUARD:--Petition of, for an enquiry into the proceedings of 
the Board of Works respecting his claim for damages, &c., (28) 300, 
(40) 384. 


NORTH AMERICAN COLONIES:--Imports into United Kingdom from, vide Accounts 
And Papers, (20.) 


NORVAL, MR. R. H.:--Vide Election Controverted, Beauharnois; House. 
NOTARIES:--Vide Registrars. 


NOTICES OF MOTION:--Vide Motions, Notices Of. 
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Ox 


OATMEAL: --Vide Flour And Meal. 


ORDERS:--That the postage on all letters, not exceeding 1 oz., and printed 
papers, to and from Members, and on Petitions, be charged to the Con- 
tingencies, (3) 15. 

------ Extending the time for presenting private Petitions, (27) 295. 

------ That John George Vansittart, be allowed until the fourth day of 
next Session to produce testimony in support of his case against the 
evidence of George Brown, and that he do attend at the Bar on that 
day, (80) 644-653. 

so rm ene That the Clerk do write to James Partridge, portrait painter to Her 
Majesty, requesting him to forward the likeness of Her Majesty, paint- 
ed for the House, (80) 660. 

------ Standing Orders suspended: Relative to Bills, (9) 83, (35) 320, 
(63) 493-494, (64) 497, 498, (69) 580. Private Bills, (59) 473, (60) 
WP on) 46s, 406. “Petitions, (65) 502; (68) 557, (80) 644. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY:--A certain item to be first on the Orders of a future 
Gaye, (Po) eL 5s 059 ares (Secend, =(59) 474% 

------ Opdéers.aiethesbay postponed, (22) 250, (23) 255-256, (27) 290, 295, 
C35 )S2i=322 

------ Motion for taking up an item on the Orders; Superseded by amendment, 
(48) 406-409. 

---~-- Measures withdrawn by their movers, ((48)) 409. 

------ Certain Orders of the Day discharged, (60) 480, (64) 498. 

--H- HH A Bill restored to the Orders of the Day, (63) 495-496. 

——— Motion for postponing the remaining Orders, negatived, on division, 
(67) 546; 


OSGOODE:--Petition of Abraham Moon, and others, for relief from the op- 
eration. of the Osgoode Survey Act, (18) 242, (24) 285. Bill to exempt 
certain Concessions from the operation of the Act, presented and read, 
(48) 409-410. Read second time; Engrossed, (60) 482. Read third 
time; Motion, for passing; Amendment, for recommitting Bill, carried, 
on division; Main Motion, as amended, carried, on division, (62) 491. 


OTTAWA COUNTY:--Petition of James Blackburn, and others, for erection of 
the County of Ottawalintova separate District, (22) 254, (26) 288. 


OTTAWA GLASS COMPANY:--Petition of W. A. Townsend, and others, for an 
Act of Incorporation as the Ottawa Glass Company, (22) 254, (26) 288. 


IPs 


PACAUD, LOUIS EDWARD ((OR EDOUARD)):--Petition of, for remuneration for 
his services as Commissioner of the Bankrupt Court for Three Rivers, 
(12) 232, (19) 244, 


PAPINEAU, ANDRE BENJAMIN:--Notice of Question concerning the Executive's 
connection with A. B. Papineau, and W. 0. Stephens, 66. 

ae Entry in JOURNALS of last Session, respecting the Address to His 
Excellency, relative to André Benjamin Papineau, read, (8) 77. Ad- 


dress ordered thereon, (8) 77-78. Vide Addresses, To His Excellency, 
(1.) 
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PARISH OFFICERS, LOWER CANADA:--Petition of the Municipal Council of 
Rimouski, praying that copies of the Act relating to Parish Officers, 
may be distributed among the Municipal Councils, (6) 47, (13) 136. 


PARLIAMENT, PROVINCIAL:--Vide Prorogation. 


PENITENTIARY:--Vide Accounts And Papers, (29.) 


PENSIONS:--Vide Addresses, To His Excellency, (10.) 


PETERBOROUGH: --Petition of G. F. Orde, and others, for incorporation of 
that. Town,» ¢50).420,0(62).493. sReferreds (66)2506:. 


PETERBOROUGH AND PORT HOPE RAILWAY COMPANY:--Vide Accounts And Papers, 
(8.) 


PETITIONS:--Petition not received, ((58)) 471. 
KEY TO PETITIONS PRESENTED AND READ. 
A. 


Allis, Thomas C., and others: vide Roads And Bridges. 

Anderson, Samuel, and others: vide Education And Schools. 

Archambeault, Amable, and others: vide below, LaRocque, A., and Amable 
Archambeault, and others. 

Arnoldi, .F. T. C., M.D., and others: . vide Montreal School Of Medicine. 

Atchison, James, and others: vide Montague And North Elmsley. 


ae 


Bailey, Benjamin, and others: vide Education And Schools. 

Baker, Hugh C., and others: vide Canada Life Assurance Company. 

Baker, William, and others: vide Dunham High School. 

Barber, Henry J., and others: vide Roads And Bridges. 

Baxter, John W., and others: vide Roads And Bridges. 

Beaubien ((or Beaulieu)), Maurice H., and others: vide Election, 
Controverted, Berthier. 

Beaudry, Rev. A., and others: vide Tavern Licences. 

Bebee, A., and others: vide Election, Controverted, Bonaventure. 

Begly, Robert James. 

Bélanger, Jean, and others: vide Quebec City. 

Bell, Rev. William, A.M., and others: vide Intemperance. 

Berczy, Charles, and others: vide Toronto Consumers’ Gas Company. 

Bettridge, Parson, and others: vide Election, Controverted, Oxford. 

Birch, J., and others: vide Quebec City. 

Bishop's College, Lennoxville. 

Black, William, and others: vide Quebec City. 

Blackburn, James, and others: vide Ottawa County. 

Blouin, Adrien, and others: vide Roads And Bridges. 

Blyth, Rev. E., and others: vide Bridges. 

Bostwick, John D.’; ‘and others: vide Jurors. 

Boucher de Niverville, Joseph: vide De Niverville, Joseph Boucher. 

Boulton, W. H., and others: vide Emigration. 

Bourke, Rev. Charles, and others: vide Regiopolis, College Of. 

Bradley, William, and others: vide Roads And Bridges. 

Brock, Municipal. Council jw Disetricteal: svide BrocksDistrict: King's College. 

Brondgeest, J. T., amd others: vide Companies, Joint Stock; Sault de 


Ste. Marie; Usury Laws. 
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Bruce, David, and others: vide Picton. 
Burnham, Elias, and others: vide Judgments. 


Burrage, Rev. Robert Rk. 
Butler, Rev. John, and others: vide Regiopolis, College Ol. 


ey 
Caldwell, Lady Sophy, and others: vide Quebec Male Orphan Asylun, 


Protestant. 
Caldwell, William, and others: vide Lands. 
Cameron, Malcolm, and others: vide Western Telegraph Company. 
Cannon, Rev..J. F., and others: vide Regiopolis, College Of. 
Carrhae, Rt. Rev. Bishop of, and others: vide Regiopolis, College Of. 
Carroll, Peter: vide Election, Controverted, Oxford. 
Carroll ((or Perry)), Peter, and others: vide Roads And Bridges. 
Chambers, James A., and others: vide Debtors. 


Chambers, John M'Gill: vide Montague And North Elmsley. 
Chambly College. 
Chaperon, George. 


Chapman, Albert, and others: vide Rebellion Losses. 
Chapman, Simcoe, and others: vide Welland, River. 
Chauvin, Rev. M., and others: vide Roads And Bridges. 
Church, Gardner, and others: vide Roads And Bridges. 
Chuschea Onn. 


Clark, Dame Adelaide Turcot. 
Clark, John, and others: vide Montreal Turnpike Roads. 


Clarke ((Or Clark)), Orange. 

Coho, Nathan S. 

Colborne, Municipal Council, District of: vide Justice, Administration 
Of; Lands. 

Conger, Roger B., and others: vide Election, Controverted, Prince Edward. 

Cook, Rev. John, D.D.: vide Quebec Library Association. 

Cook, Rev. John, D.D., and others: vide Education And Schools. 

Cooper, John T., and others: vide Roads And Bridges. 

Counter, John, and others: vide Canada Marine Assurance Company; Kingston 
Gas Light Company. 

Cowan, P., and others: vide Roads And Bridges. 


Cushing, Mrs. Elizabeth L. 
Cuthbertson, James: vide below, Elliott, John F., and James Cuthbertson. 


Cuthbertson, James, and others: vide Sault De Ste. Marie Copper Company. 
Di 





Dallas, Frederick, and others: vide Petitions Presented But Not Read. 
Damour;Jenr 5... and others? vide Pilots. 

Davis, Thomas, and others: vide Roads And Bridges. 

Davis, William, and others: vide Ale And Beer. 

Deucelles. A-wC. D.sceevide below, Valois, M. F., and.A. C. D. De Celles. 
Dechéne, Jean Baptiste Miville. 

Deedes, Edmund: vide Election, Controverted, Oxford. 

Deedes, Edmund, and others: vide Election, Controverted, Oxford. 


Deguise. Pierre. 
Demers, W., and others: vide Roads And Bridges. 


De Niverville, Joseph Boucher. 
Denys, Louis, and others: vide Roads And Bridges. 
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Donegani, Joseph: vide Aliens. 
Doucet, Rev. J., and others: vide Roads And Bridges. 
Douglass ((Or Douglas)), James. 


Dubé, Vincent, and others: vide Roads And Bridges. 

Ducharme, Rev. Messire: vide Ste. Thérése de Blainville, College Of. 
Duclos, Francis, and others: vide Petitions Presented But Not Read. 

Dufour, Rev. L., and others: ‘vide Roads And Bridges. 

Dumoulin, Pierre Benjamin: vide Election, Controverted, Three Rivers, Town. 
Dupuis; J. “Baptiste -C.. andvothere. videllustice. Admini srrarsom Ure 
Durnford, Mrs. A.: vide below, Lunn, Mrs. Margaret, and Mrs. A. Durnford. 


E. 


Egan, J., and others: vide Bathurst District. 

Elliott, John F., and James Cuthbertson: vide Root River Mining Company. 
Ellis, Charles R.: vide Education And Schools. 

Emond, Charles, and others: vide Berthier Academy. 

Evans, William. 


Ewart, John, and others: vide Toronto Dry Dock Company. 
F. 


Fergusson, Adam Johnston, and others: vide Election, Controverted, 


Waterloo County. 
Filteau, Ferdinand, and others: vide Bridges. 


Fitch, William, and others: vide Representation, Increase Of. 

Fitzpatrick, Rev. Hugh, and others: ~vide Regiopolis, College Of. 

Fletcher, Ashton, and others: vide Markham And Elgin Mills Road. 

Foley, Rev. John, and others: vide Régiopolis, College Of. 

Forbes, TIT. J., and others: vide Roads And Bridges. 

Fortier, Rev. Louis T., and others: vide Roads And Bridges. 

Foster, G. K., and others: vide Drummond And Sherbrooke; Richmond Academy. 
Foster, Stephen S., and others: vide Shefford Academy. 


Furniss, Albert: vide Toronto Consumers Gas Company. 
G. 


Gagné, Alexis. 


Garon, Joseph: vide below, Rivard, Alexis, and Joseph Garon. 

Garon, Joseph, and others: vide Rimouski. 

Gaudry, A., and others: vide Shipping. 

Gauvreau, Rev. C., and others: vide Education And Schools. 

Geary, John. 

Gilkison, Daniel M., and others: vide Brantford And Paris Road. 

Gore, Municipal Council, District of: vide Assessments; Education And 


Schools; Gore District; Municipalities, Upper Canada. 


Great Western Railroad Company. 
Griffith... homas. 


Groux, Rev. A., and others: vide Rebellion Losses. 
Gwynne, John Wellington: vide Election, Controverted, Huron. 


H. 


Hale, Jeffery, and others: vide Quebec British And Canadian School 
Society. 

Hay, Rev. George A., and others: vide Regiopolis, College Of. 

Home District, Municipal Council of: vide Registrars. 
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Hoover, Jacob, and others: vide Roads And Bridges. 

Hopkins, John, and others: vide Education And Schools. 

Hopper, George B., and others: vide Nepean. 

Hume, William C., and others: vide Petitions Presented But Not Read. 
Huot, Joseph, and others: vide Halifax Township. 


J. 


Jackson, Charles, and others: vide Charleston Academy. 

Jarron, John, and others: vide Municipalities, Upper Canada. 

Jarron, John, and D'Arcy Boulton, and others: vide Petitions Presented 
But Not Read. 

Johnstown, Municipal Council, District of: vide Division Courts; 
Justice, Administration Of; Poor. 

Joliette, Hon. Barthelemy: vide Joliette College. 

Jones, H., and others: vide Western District. 


Ke 





Kanady, William S.: vide Bayham. 

Kemp, Orin J., and others: vide Roads And Bridges. 
Kendrick, A. W., and others: vide Education And Schools. 
King, Edward, and others: vide Regiopolis, College Of. 


Kingston City. 
Kirk, William, and others: vide Mills. 


Le 


LaFontaine, Mrs. Adéle B., and others: vide Montreal Lying-In Hospital. 


Lalor, Rev. M., and others: -<vide Regiopolis, College Of. 
Lamothe, J. M.: vide Richelieu County. 


Langevin, Jean. 

Larivé, Michel. 

LaRocque, A., and Amable Archambeault, and others: vide Bridges. 
Lawrason, L., and others: vide London Manufacturing Company. 
Lebourdais, Rev. Messire, and others: vide Riviére du Loup. 
Leclere, Louis, and others: vide Gaspéj-.District:Of. 


Lefrangois, Rev. A., and others: vide Quebec Turnpike Roads. 

Légaré, Antoine, and others: vide Quebec District Association Of 
School Teachers; Municipalities, Lower Canada. 

Legendre, Louis, and others: vide Bridges. 


Lemoine, Rev. George L., and others: vide Quebec Turnpike Roads. 
Lockhart, Alexander M., and others: vide Niagara District. 


London, Municipal Council, District of: vide Assessments; Bayham; 
Education And Schools; Industry, Houses Of; King's College; Lands; 
Mosa And Williams. 

London District, Warden and Members of Municipal Council: vide Munic- 
ipalities, Upper Canada. 

London, “St... Paul s)Church. 


Lunn, Mrs. Margaret, and Mrs. A. Durnford: vide Montreal University 
Lying-In Hospital. 


Lyman, H., and others: vide Roads And Bridges. 
Lymburner, Marcel, and others: vide Education And Schools. 


Lyon, George: vide Election, Controverted, Carleton. 
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M. 


Macawley, John: vide Education And Schools. 
Macdonell, Rev. Alexander, and others: vide Regiopolis, College Of. 
Macdonell, Rev. Archibald John, and others: vide Regiopolis, College Of. 
MacDonell, Archibald John, and others: vide Regiopolis, College Of. 
Macdonell, Donald Aeneas, and others: vide Election, Controverted, 
Stormont. 
MacDonnell, Rev. Michael, and others: vide Regiopolis, College Of. 
Macfarlane, John, and others: vide Elections. 
Mackay, Robert W. S.: vide Montreal City. 
Mackenzie, William K.: vide Election, Controverted, Prescott County. 
Marler, G. L., and others: vide Registrars. 
Manistee emis 
Martin, Richard, and others: vide Haldimand County. 
Masson, & Co., and others: vide below, Robertson, Masson, Messrs., 
& Co., and soibhers’, 
Masson, Luc Hyacinthe, and others: vide Education And Schools. 
Masson, S. H., and others: vide Salmon River. 
Maurault, Rev. Joseph, and others: vide Indians. 


McGill College. 

M'Cuaig, John: vide Lancaster And New Longueuil. 

M'Donald, F. A., and others: vide Upton. 

M'donell, Alexander, and others: vide Election, Controverted, Glengarry; 


Regiopolis, College Of. 
M'Donell, Duncan, and others: vide Regiopolis, College Of. 


M'Donnell, William, and others: vide Roads And Bridges. 

Meilleur, J. B., and others: vide L'Assomption, College Of. 

Meloche, J. B., and others: vide Rebellion Losses. 

Méthot, Louis, and others: vide Bridges. 

Metsalabolet, Joseph, and others: vide Indians. 

Millar, R. J., and others: vide Roads And Bridges. 

M'Intosh; John: 

M'Laren, D. F., and others: vide Education And Schools; Roads And 
Bridges. 

M'Lean, D. C., and others: vide Roads And Bridges. 

Molson, John: vide Champlain And St. Lawrence Railroad. 

Montreal And Lachine Railroad Company. 

Montreal Board of Trade: vide Bankruptcy Laws; Butter; St. Peter, Lake. 

Montreal General Hospital. 

Montreal Ladies Benevolent Society. 

Montreal, Mayor, Aldermen, and Citizens of: vide Montreal City. 

Montreal New City Gas Company. 


Montreal Protestant Orphan Asylun. 
Montreal, Roman Catholic Bishop of: vide Emigration. 


Montreal, Rt. Rev. Lord Bishop of: vide Bishop's College, Lennoxville; 
Emigration. 
Montreal "Sisters Of Mercy". 


Montreal Telegraph Company. 
Moon, Abraham, and others: vide Osgoode. 


Moore, John, and others: vide Roads And Bridges. 

Moreau, Rev. H., and others: vide Rebellion Losses; Roads And Bridges. 
Morin, Rev. A., and others: vide Rebellion Losses. 

Motz, James. 
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M'Vity, William B.: vide Assessments. 
N. 


Nelligen ((or Nelligan)), Rev. James, and others: vide Megantic. 

Newcastle, Municipal Council, District of: vide Education And Schools; 
Petitions Presented But Not Read. 

Niagara, Municipal Council, District of: vide Brock's Monument; Burial 
Grounds; Cayuga; Haldimand County; Niagara District; Queenston And 
Grimsby Road; Rainham; Spirituous Liquors; Surveyors; Welland River. 

Niagara Falls Suspension Bridge Company. 


Nicolet Seminary. 
Nolin, Us, “and-others: vide Bridees. 


Normand, Edouard. 
Normand, Frangois, and others: vide Bridges. 


O. 


O'Grady, Rev. John, and others: vide Municipalities, Lower Canada. 
O'Loame, James, and others: vide Hamilton And Port Dover Road. 


Orde, G. F., and others: vide Colborne District; Peterborough. 
Ottawa, Municipal Council, District of: vide Municipalities, Upper 
Canada. 


Re 


Pacaud, Louis Edward ((Or Edouard)). 

Pageot, J. E., and others: vide Municipalities, Lower Canada. 

Palmer, David ((or Daniel)), and others: vide Grimsby. 

Patton, William, and others: vide Education And Schools. 

Patry, Revs Pe, and others: vide Roads And Bridges. 

Penfold, Samuel, and others: vide Elections. 

Perry, Peter, and others: wvidevlabove;/Carrol “((or Perry)), ‘Peter, and 
others. 

Petrie, Archibald: vide Election, Controverted, Russell. 


Phaneut, P. .,) and others: vide Election, Controverted, St. Hyacinthe. 
Plamondon, Marc Auréle, and others: vide Quebec "Institut Canadien". 


Polette, Antoine: vide Election, Controverted, Three Rivers, Town. 
Portneuf, Ignace, and others: vide Indians. 

Portneuf, Municipal Council, County of: vide Municipalities, Lower Canada. 
Potvin, Rev. J. B., and others: vide Roads And Bridges. 

Powell.) T-)W., and others: vide Port Dover. 

Peimeau, Mo AY, and A. Ho Trottier: wide Bridges. 


OF 
Quebec Literary And Historical Society. 


Quebec Roman Catholic Charitable Association: vide Quebec Charitable 
Association Of Roman Catholic Ladies. 

Quebec Roman Catholic Board of School Commissioners: vide Education And 
Schools. 


R. 


Rattray, Charles, and others: vide Election, Controverted, Cornwall. 

Ridout, G. P.: vide Toronto Athenaeum. 

Rimouski Municipal Council, County of: vide Parish Officers, Lower 
Canada; Rimouski. 
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Rivard, Alexis, and Joseph Garon: vide Rimouski. 

Robertson, James, and others: vide Port Granby Harbour. 

Robertson, Masson, Messrs., & Co., and others: vide Bankruptcy Laws. 
Robitaille, Guillaume, and others: vide Quebec Turnpike Roads. 
Rousseau, Francois Xavier, and others: vide Roads And Bridges. 
Routier, Rev. P., and others: vide Game. 


Ss. 


St. Catharines. 
St. Germain, Hyacinthe, and others: vide Rebellion Losses. 


St. Hyacinthe, College Of. 

St. Hyacinthe, Sisters of Charity. 

St. Lawrence And Atlantic Railroad Company. 

St. Paul‘s-Church: vide LondomeiSe® baul’'stGbusch. 

Shaw, James, and others: vide Smith's Falls Road Company. 

Sherbrooke Academy. 

Simcoe District, Municipal Council of: vide Assessments; Justice, 
Administration Of; Municipalities, Upper Canada; Registrars; Roads 
And Bridges; Simcoe District. 

Simley, George, and others: vide Elections. 

Simpson, William, and others: vide Montague And North Elmsley. 

Stuart, Lady E., and others: vide Quebec Infant School. 


Stuart, George 0., and others: vide Quebec Protestant Cemetery 


Association. 
Te 


Talbot District, Municipal Council of: vide Assessments. 

Taylor, Mrs. Eliza: vide Quebec Protestant Female Orphan Asylum. 
Taylor, George, and others: vide Deaf And Dumb Persons. 

Tétu, N., and others: vide Roads And Bridges. 

Thomas, D., and others: vide Roads And Bridges. 


Thompson, Mrs. Hannah. 
Thompson, Joseph Richard. 


Thornton, John, and Otherss— vade HducationsAndmocnoous. 

Tiffany, George S., and others: vide Fisheries. 

Tims, Richard, and others: vide Cap Blanc. 

Toronto Athenaeum. 

Toronto Board of Trade: vide Agricultural Produce. 

Toutant, T., and others: vide Education And Schools; Municipalities, 
Lower Canada. 

Townsend, M., and others: vide Clarenceville Academy. 

Townsend, W. A., and others: vide Ottawa Glass Company. 

Trafalgar, Esgquesing, And Erin Road Company. 

Treadwell, Charles P., and others: vide Bytown And L'Orignal Road. 

Tremblay, F., and others: vide Roads And Bridges. 

Tremblay, Laurent, and others: vide Pilots. 

Trudel, David, and others: vide Education And Schools. 

Turcot, Dame Adelaide: vide Clark, Dame Adelaide Turcot. 


V. 


Vachon, J. B., and others: vide Timber. 
Valade, F. X., and others: vide Montreal Association Of Teachers. 
Vallée, Joseph, and others: vide Roads And Bridges. 


yee 


Valois, M. F., and A. C. D. De Celles: vide Municipalities, Lower Canada. 
Vansiceant Gas s Vede House. 


Vezina, Pierre, and others: vide Election, Controverted, Three Rivers, 
Town. 

Vietoria, Municipal Council, District of: vide Justice, Administration 
Of; Roads And Bridges. 

Vidal, Richard E., and others: vide Roads And Bridges. 


Viger, Mrs. M. A. F., and others: vide Montreal Catholic Orphan Asylum. 
Voller.( (O0rwoLlar)).. James. 


W. 








Walker, Hon. William, and others: vide Quebec Gas Company. 
Watier, Joseph, and others: vide Beauharnois Canal. 
Wellington, Municipal Council, District of: vide Assessments; Education 


And Schools; Emigration; Township Officers; Wellington District. 


Wells, Alphonso. 
Wesleyan Methodist Conference: vide Marriage. 


Western District, Municipal Council of: vide Education And Schools; 
Lands. 

Wismer, Philip, and others: vide Militia. 

Wood, Samuel, and others: vide St. Catharines. 


Wright, Ruggles. 


Wrong, G., and W. B. Wrong, and others: vide Port Burwell. 


ve 





Yamaska, Municipal Council, County of: vide Bridges. 
Young, Archibald H., and others: vide Quebec Turnpike Roads. 


PETITIONS PRESENTED BUT NOT READ. 


Bettridge, Parson, and others, ((58)) 470-471. 

Dallas, Frederick, and others, (6/) 55/7. 

Duclos, ~rancis, and others, (68) 557. 

Hume, William C., and others, (67) 557. 

Jarron, John, and D'Arcy Boulton, and others, (67) 557. 
Niacara, Municipal Council, Districtio£, (7/1) 2606. 


PICTON:--Petition of David Bruce, and others, for repeal of the Act in- 
corporating that Town, (6) 47, (13) 135. Referred, (20) 247. 


PILOTS:--Petition of Laurent Tremblay, and others, Pilots for Quebec, 
praying to be represented at the Trinity Board, and for certain regula- 
tions respecting Pilots, (3) 16, (7) 74-75. 

ee Petition of J. S. Damour, and others, representing the damage in- 
curred by them by their detention on vessels in quarantine, and pray- 
ing srelie&s (65). 5025 (/1) 608. 


POOR:--Petition of the Municipal Council, District of Johnstown, for au- 
thority to Municipal Councils in Upper Canada to levy an assessment 
for the ssuppont of the poor; (6) 47,,(12) 133. 


PORT BURWELL:--Petition of G. Wrong, and W. B. Wrong, and others, for 
construction of a Harbour at Port Burwell, (22) 253-254, (25) 287. 


PORT DOVER:--Petition of I. W. Powell, and others, for completion of the 
Harbour at Port Dover, (18) 242, (24) 285. 


ipiy’ 


PORT GRANBY HARBOUR:--Petition of James Robertson, and others, for an 
Act of Incorporation as the Port Granby Harbour Company, (6) 47, (13) 
136. Bill presented and read, (16) 162. 


PORT HOPE:--Bill to repeal the Act incorporating Port Hope, and to estab- 
lish a Town Council therein, presented and read, (16) 163. 


PORTRAIT OF QUEEN:--Vide Queen's Portrait. 


POSTAGE: --Reduction of rates under consideration, ((77)) 621. 
------ Vide Members. 


PRINTING:--Papers ordered to be printed, (47) 405, (59) 474, (65) 503, 
(6692 507 |= Fe oe. 


PRIVATE BILLS:--Vide Bills, Private. 
PRIVILEGES OF HOUSE:--Presentation of a breach of privilege, 486. 


PROROGATION:--Question concerning prorogation; Answer, 275. 

------ Question concerning prorogation; Answer, 323. 

—----- Inquiries on prorogation; Answer, ((37)) 334. 

------ Question on prorogation; Answer, ((37)) 336-337. 

wee Questions dealing with prorogation; Answer, ((38)) 338-339. 

------ Inquiries on prorogation; Answer, 368. 

------ Question related to prorogation; Answer, ((49)) 412. 

a eteieamed Hon. H. J. Boulton's opinion on the future prorogation, ((67)) 
SOGesl 7. 

—--—=— Question concerning date of prorogation; Answer, 542. 

cher aa eae Mr. Speaker reports letter from Civil Secretary, announcing His 
Excellency's intention to prorogue the Legislature on the morrow, 
Lit) e6O7. 

------ His Excellency prorogues the Legislature, (81) 668. 


PUBLIC OFFICERS:--Bill to indemnify Public Officers who may not have 
taken the oaths of office within the time prescribed by law, presented 
and read, (2) 14. 


PUBLIC WORKS:--Vide Accounts And Papers, (23.); Governor General, Mes- 
sages From His Excelleneyi (9s lU. secu 


Q. 


QUAKERS:--Vide Militia. 


QUEBEC AND HALIFAX RAILROAD:--Vide Accounts And Papers, (21.); Governor 
General, Messages From His Excellency, (6.) 


QUEBEC BRITISH AND CANADIAN SCHOOL SOCIETY:--Petition of Jeffery Hale, 
and others, for aid to thats ineti tutions ./ 4290) soo 


QUEBEC CHARITABLE ASSOCIATION OF ROMAN CATHOLIC LADIES:--Petition of, 
FOr. antaind, (29 e243 Taso) eee /. 


QUEBEC CITY:--Petition of William Black, and others, of the Parish of St. 
Roch, stating that they have been unable to complete the rebuilding 
of their houses destroyed by the fire, not having received the promised 
Government debentures, and praying relief, (3) 16, (7) 75. 

ae mers Petition of Jean Bélanger, and others, sufferers by the great fires, 
praying to receive current money in exchange for the debentures issued 


F1i3 


them for rebuilding their houses, (58) 471, (66) 506. 
------ Petition of J. Birch, and others, for compensation for their losses 
by the falling of the Government Wall in 1841, (28) 300, (40) 384. 


QUEBEC DISTRICT ASSOCIATION OF SCHOOL TEACHERS:--Petition of Antoine 
Légaré, and others, for aid to the said Association to establish a 
Liprary, (10) 132, (20) 245. 


QUEBEC GAS COMPANY:--Petition of Hon. William Walker, and others, for 


an Act of Incorporation as the Quebec Gas Company, (22) 254, (26) 
289. 


QUEBEC INFANT SCHOOL:=—Petition of Lady E. Stuart, and others, for aid 
touthnatansereutron, (3026) CB): 76. 


QUEBEC "INSTITUT CANADIEN":--Petition of Marc Auréle Plamondon, and 
others, for am Act of Incorporation as the ‘Institut Canadien de 
Québec", (24) 283, (29) 303. Bill presented and read, (48) 410. 
Read second time; Committed; Considered; Reported; Engrossed, (61) 
483. Passed, (62)) 492. “By the Council, (68) 559. Royal Assent, 
CSO) 600. elie Vic se cap ely.) 


QUEBEC INVALIDS AND FOUNDLINGS:--Vide Accounts And Papers, (12.) 


QUEBEC LIBRARY ASSOCIATION: =——Petition of Rev. John Cook, D.D.,.for an 
eid Cor titetiscciery..ele e252 ,6(20)) 245: 


QUEBEC LITERARY AND HISTORICAL SOCIETY:--Petition of, for the usual 
SIU. (Lop LOO (20 re aor 


QUEBEC MALE ORPHAN ASYLUM, PROTESTANT:--Petition of Lady Sophy Caldwell, 
and Others, for aid to tue institution, (3) 16, (8) 7/6. 


QUEBEC PROTESTANT CEMETERY ASSOCIATION:--Petition of George O. Stuart, 
and:Others.. Toran Act) of ucorporation, (5) 16, -C7): 75. 


QUEBEC PROTESTANT FEMALE ORPHAN ASYLUM:--Petition of Mrs. Eliza Taylor, 
on behalf of the Committee of Management, for aid to that Institu- 
tiousT 13). 86g 2G/)e76. 


QUEBEC TRINITY HOUSE:--Vide Accounts And Papers, (9.) 


QUEBEC TURNPIKE ROADS:--Petition of Rev. George L. Lemoine, and others, 
complaining that the Turnpike Trustees have prevented the use of the 
roads over the ice on the St. Lawrence and the Basin of the St. 
Charles, ghd praying relier., (3) 16, €/) 74. 

SECS Petition of Archibald H. Young, and others, praying that the mac- 
adamized road from Quebec to L'Ancienne Lorette may be continued to 
the St. Atleustin Road, (/) /4, Clo) i61. 

------ Petition of Guillaume Robitaille, and others, for macadamization 
of the road from Céte a Champigny to Commissioners Bridge, (12) 132, 
(20), 245, 

acne and Petition of Rev. A. Lefrancois, and others, for macadamization of 
the road from Hough's Farm, in L'Ancienne Lorette, to the line between 
Neuville and Demaure, (28) 299, (40) 382. 


QUEEN'S PORTRAIT:--Order, directing the Clerk to write to James Partridge, 
portrait painter to Her Majesty, requesting him to forward the like- 
ness of Her Majesty, painted for the House, (80) 660. 
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QUEENSTON AND GRIMSBY ROAD:--Petition of the Municipal Council, District 
of Niagara, praying that the Queenston and Grimsby Macadamized Road 
may be continued on the old line through Jordan, (28) 300, (40) 383. 


QUESTIONS NEGATIVED: -—- 

1. That Sir Allan Napier MacNab take the Chair as Speaker, on division, 
(1-2) 7. 

2. That the third resolution on emigration be recommitted, for the pur- 
pose of increasing the sum named therein, on division, (9) 83. 

3. For postponing the consideration of Mr. Notman's motion relative to 

the Oxford Election, on division, (20) 724) 134-175. 

Motion for adjournment, on division, (10) 116-117, ((11)) i17-119. 

5. That the only proper mode of determining upon a Controverted Election 
for a Member to represent a Constituency within the limits of Upper 
Canada, is under the provisions of the Act regulating the trial of 
Controverted Elections in Upper Canada, on division, (10-11) 117. 

6. Motion to postpone discussion on Mr. Notman's motion relative to 
the Oxford election, on division, .Gil)> 117. 

7. That Robert H. Norval, Returning Officer at the last election for 
Beauharnois, having appeared at the Bar, and there being no charge 
against him, he be discharged, on division, (23) 264-274. 

8. For referring the Petition of the Niagara District Council, respect- 
ing the reconstruction of Brock's Monument, on division, (41) 385- 
388. 
9. Amendment to an addition on Committee of Railways and Telegraphs, 
on division, (51) 430-431. 
10. That the Bill to authorize the formation of Joint-Stock Companies 
in Norfolk be read the second time, on division, (60) 479-480. 
11. That the Toronto Consumers’ Gas Company Bill be recommitted, and that 
the Toronto Gas Light and Water Company be heard by Counsel before 
the Committee against the provisions of the Bill, on division, (65- 


ses 


66) 504-505. 
12. That the remaining Orders of the Day be postponed, on division, (67) 
540. 


13. Amendment to Motion, that Mr. Vansittart acted illegally in Oxford 
election, on division, (69) 584-592. 

14. That the Members of the Cornwall Election Committee be requested to 
attend in their places in the House, with a view to proceeding with 
the business of the House, the House having been informed that the 
Committee was in session, on division, (71-72) 609. 

15. That the answer given by George Brown to one of the questions put to 
him by the House, in his examination relative to the case of John 
George Vansittart, contains hearsay evidence, and is therefore inad- 
missable by the Law of Evidence and the practice of Parliament, on 
division, (78) 634-635. 


QUESTIONS SUPERSEDED: -- 

1. That in obedience to a Writ of Election duly issued, &c., an election 
was held for the Town of Three Rivers, on the 29 December last; Super- 
seded by Previous Question, (14-15) 154. 

2. That Petition of P. C. Phaneuf, and others, be received; Superseded 
by amendment, (28) 300-302. 

3. Motion for taking up consideration of A. Bebee's Petition; Superseded 
by amendment, (48) 406-409. 


BS 
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For passing the Bill relating to the survey of Osgoode; Superseded 
by amendment, on division, (62) 491. 

That no Member of the Legislative Council has a right to vote in the 
election of any Member of the Legislative Assembly; Superseded by 
prorogation, (80) 665. 


RAILWAYS:--Standing Committee on Railways and Telegraph Lines, appointed, 


on division, (37) 335-336. Members added, (48) 410, (51) 422. Men- 
bers added, on division, (51) 422-426. Motion to add Members, (51) 
426-430. Amendment to Motion, negatived, on division, (51) 430-431. 
Main Motion, carried, on division; (51) 431. Power to report from 
time to time, (52) 432. Subjects referred: Despatches respecting the 
Halifax and Quebec Railroad; Reserved Railway Bills, (47) 405. West- 
ern Telegraph Bill, (52) 438. Correspondence between the Government 
and the Great Western Railroad Company, (57) 470. Leave to Committee 
to proceed forthwith to the consideration of the Western Telegraph 
Bill, without the week's notice required by the Sixty-third Rule, 

(59) 473. Petitions of the Great Western Railroad Company, for amend- 
ment of their Charter, by abolishing the Corresponding Committee in 
England, and for pecuniary aid, (63) 493-494. 


-—=—-First report of Committee, on Western Telegraph Bill, (59) 473. 


Second report, general, (72-77) 610-621. Printed, (77) 621. 


aN Loe AeCOUNLeraner avers. (456,50, 13,821 ,922.525, )5 Addresses... 10 


His Excellency, (6.); Governor General, Messages From His Excellency, 
(6, 7.) 


RAINHAM:--Petition of the Municipal Council, District of Niagara, for in- 


demnification to the owners of lots of land in that Township, dimin- 
ished by defining the boundary lines, (28) 300, (40) 383. 


REBELLION LOSSES:--Petitions for the payment of the Rebellion Losses: Of 


Aipemrechepinan, and Others. of Foucault, (22) 253, (25).287. Of Rev. 
Aw Morin, and) others, (39) 381, (98) 472... Of Reve H. Moreans and 
others, of St... Eustache: of J. B. Meloche, and others, of St. Augustin; 
of Hyacinthe St. Germain, and others, of St. Eustache; of Rev. A. 
Groux, and Others, of St.. Benoit, (50) 420, (63) 493. 


REGIOPOLIS, COLLEGE OF:--Petitions for a provision for the support of the 


College of Regiopolis, at Kingston, either from the property of King's 
College, Toronto, or from the proceeds of the "Jesuits' Estates": Of 
Rev. Archibald John Macdonell, and others, of Alexandria; of Rev. 
George A. Hay, and others; of Rev. J. F. Cannon, and others, of Corn- 
wall; of Duncan M'Donell, and others, of St. Raphael, (24) 283, (29) 
302. Of Rev. Alexander Macdonell, and others, of L'Orignal, (24) 283- 
28452 0302. “Of Rev. Mesbhaler, and others, ‘of ‘Picton; of Rev. 
Charles Bourke, and others, of Tyendinaga, (24) 284, (29) 302. Of 

Rev. John Foley, and others, of Johnstown District; of the Rt. Rev. 
Bishop of Carrhae, and others, of Kingston; of Rev. Michael MacDonnell, 
and others, of Camden, (24) 285, (29) 302. Of*Rev. Hugh Fitzpatrick, 
and others, of Ops and Emily; of Edward King, and others, of Kemptville 
and Merrickville, (24) 285, (29) 303. Of Archibald John MacDonell, 
and@others, of Cobourg, (27) 294; (29)/°303. Of Rev. John Butler, and 
others, of Peterborough, (24) 284, (30) 306. 
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REGISTRARS:--Petition of the Municipal Council, District of Home, for a 
reduction of the fees of registrars, and for authority to them to 
erect Suitable registry offices, (ay 47, C3) 230. 

------ Petition of the Municipal Council, District of Simcoe, for a dis- 
cretionary power to Municipal Councils in the erection of registrars' 
offices ‘and vaults, (22) 254, (26) 289. 

-—---- Petition of G. L. Marler, and others, of Three Rivers, praying that 
the offices of notary and registrar may not be held by the same per- 
son, (28) 299" (40) S82- 


REPRESENTATION, INCREASE OF:--Petition of William Fitch, and others, of 
Haldimand, for a more equal representation in the Legislature, and 
an increase in the number of Members, (6) 47, (12) 133. 


RICHELIEU COUNTY:--Petition of J. M. Lamonthe, Mayor praying that the 
Municipal Council of that County may meet in the Parish of St. Ours, 
(OS) 75022 (sabe 60s: 


RICHMOND ACADEMY:--Petition of G. K. Foster, and others, for aid to the 
Institution, 6(26)-299s4 (39) Baie 


RIMOUSKI:--Petition of the Municipal Council of Rimouski, for a division 
of the said County, for the purposes of registration, &c., (6) 47, 
(13) 236. 

He Petition of Alexis Rivard, and Joseph Garon, for remuneration for 
their services as Warden and Clerk of the late Municipal Council of 
Rimouski ,.-(.L5 i595 G20 pS 2450 

------ Petition of Joseph Garon, and others, of Rimouski, praying that 
certain’ lands-may be.ceded torthem, Se. (22)7254,0 Geo ecco. 


RIVIERE DU LOUP:--Petition of Rev. Messire Lebourdais, and others, for 
improvement of the Riviére du Loup, (12) 132, (19) 244. 


ROADS AND BRIDGES:--Petitions for aid: Of John T. Cooper, and others, 
read from Dunnville to Port Dover s1(6).47, €12)0135.-,08 Municipal 
Council, District of Victoria, “road from Belleville to rear of Dis 
tricth: (6)747 W013). 156.7 Ofte yee boules)  MPortiler., ana toLietc ee 
read in -Bulstrode, (6) °74, (\€16) -16l. OF Revi-J- "8. Potvin, and cloere, 
a road through Somerset and other townships, (7) 74, (16) 161. Of D. 
Thomas, and others, continuation of Arthabaska Road to Richmond, (12) 
132, (19) 244. Of Peter Carroll ((or Perry)), and others, Rouge Hill 
and.Whitby Road, (15) .160, .¢20).245.,,..0£ Henry J2gBarbexy and .cthers, 
road from Waterford to the Hamilton and Port Dover Road, by Govern- 
ment, and not by a private Company, (15) 159, (20) 245. Of Thomas 
Davis, and others, road from Dudswell to rear of Shipton, (19) 242, 
(25).286« ~Of Rev...M.. Chauvin; and others,-road trom Parish. of, St. 
Urbain to Hat Ha! Bay, (19), 243, (25) .287. Of Municipal Council, Dis- 
trict of Simcoe,road from Barrie to Orillia, (22) 254.9026 e267. meor 
the same, road from Barrie to Penetanguishine, (22) 254, (26) 289. Of 
D. F. M'Laren, and others, road from Portage du Fort to head of the 
Calumet Rapids, (23) 283, (28) 302. Of Gardner Church, and others, 
road between the mouth of the Gatineau and the Victoria Farm; of D. 

C. M'Lean, and others, roads in the County of Ottawa, (24) 283, (29) 
302. Of Orin J. Kemp, and others, road from the North Sutton Road 

to Stanstead Plain; of John Moore, and others, road from Quebec to 
County of Sherbrooke; of Jacob Hoover, and others, road from Dunnville 
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to Dover Millis (24), 284, (30) 306. Of John W. Baxter, and others, 
road from Stanstead Plain to Georgeville, (24) 284, (31) 308. Of P. 
Cowan, and others, road from Stanstead to Longueuil, (24) 285, (31) 
308. Of Francois Xavier Rousseau, and others; of Adrien Blouin, and 
OENELS. ENE suampcon noaad, (2/7) 5294, (31) 306. Of Thomas C. Allie, 
and others, road from Dudswell to Lot 9 in Shipton; of the same, 
Arthabaska Road, from Lot 27, first Range of Kingsey, to Danville, 
(26) 299, (39) Sel. “Of Rev. L. Dufour, and others, Blandford 

Road, (28) 299, (39) 381. Of W. Demers, and others, road from St. 
Edouard de Gentilly to St. Jean Les Chaillons, and a bridge over 
Riviére aux Orignaux, (28) 299, (39) 382. Of Joseph Vallée, and 
others, road from extremity of Matane to Cape Chat; of Rev. J. Doucet, 
and others, and of Chiefs and Indians residing in rear of L'Isle Vert, 
road from thence to Lake Temiscouata; of R. J. Millar, and others, 
Quebec Road, from Arthabaska Road to Sherbrooke and Montreal Road, 
(28) 299, (40) 382. Of Louis Denys, and others, Lambton Road, and a 
bridge over the River Chaudiére; of Vincent Dubé, and others, con- 
tinuation of road commencing at 3rd concession of Ste. Anne de la 
Pocaticre, 5) 1300, 7040) 304s Of Rev. 2. Patry, and’ others, road 
Eromakapipoutheragto St.estanisias, (35) 330, (51) 42 Of Willian 
M'Donnell, and others, main road through Ops and Mariposa, (39) 380, 
(58) 9471. “Of Richard E, Vidal; and others, road on shore of Lake 
Huron, Ehnrough Sarnia and Plympton, (39) 381, (38) 4/72. Of H. Lyman, 
and others, road from Granby to Nelsonville; of Rev. H. Moreau, and 
others, road from Lachapelle's Bridge to the Eustache Bridge, (50) 
420, €63) 493. Qfsly J. Forbes, and others, road from the Ottawa to 
the St. Lawrence, (57) 470, (66) 505. Of N. Tétu, and others, com- 
pletion of road from Riviére des Trois Pistoles to Lake Temiscouata, 
and construction of landing places below Quebec, (65) 502, (71) 608. 

------ Petition of William Bradley, and others, praying that a certain 
road allowance in Caledonia may be granted to William Bradley, in lieu 
of an allowance made by him for the like purpose, (39) 380, (58) 471. 
Referred, (66) 507. 

------ Petition of F. Tremblay, and others, for indemnification for ex- 
penses incurred as contractors on the road called Le Chemin des Caps, 
(G5)9502 5071) 2608. 

=----- Vide Brantford And Paris Road; Bytown And L'Orignal Road; Megantic; 
Queenston And Grimsby Road; Simcoe District; Weston Plank Road. 


ROOT RIVER MINING COMPANY:--Petition of John F. Elliott, and James Cuth- 
bertson, for incorporation of the Root River Mining Company, (39) 381, 
(58) 472. Bill presented and read, (59) 477-478. 


RYLAND, GEORGE HERMAN:--Vide Addresses, To His Excellency, Ca) 
Se 


ST. CATHARINES:--Petition of Samuel Wood, and others, for an Act of Incor- 
poration to turnpike the Mill Road from St. Catharines to the top of 
the Mountain, (12) 132, (19) 244. Referred, (22) 255. 

SSS Petition of the Board of Police of St. Catharines, for amendments 
foLctheit Act of Incorporation, (39). 381, (58) 472. 


ST. CHARLES, RIVER:--Vide Quebec Turnpike Roads. 
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ST. HYACINTHE, COLLEGE OF:--Petition of the Members of the said College, 
for aid to-erect .a more suitable building 7765) e1597 4120) 245. 


ST. HYACINTHE, SISTERS OF CHARITY: --Perition«sof.,, for ald .t2 4) 3294, -(31) 
309% 


ST. LAWRENCE AND ATLANTIC RAILROAD COMPANY:--Petition of, for public aid, 
C6.) 24 PSRs ES 

------ Vide Accounts And Papers, (13.) 

ST. PAUL'S CHURCH:--Vide London, St. Paul's Church. 


ST. PETER, LAKE:--Petition of the Montreal Board of Trade, for a resump- 
tion of the works for deepening Lake St. Peter, (24) 284, (30) 306. 


STE. ANNE DES MONTS:=-Vide Gaspé, District Of. 


STE. THERESE DE BLAINVILLE, COLLEGE OF:--Petition of Rev. Messire Ducharme, 
fora ¢rant jtolthat Institution .(19)- 24974(25) 256. 


SALMON RIVER:--Petition of S. H. Masson, and others, for improvement of 
that Rivers, (19 2245.8 (258 wor 


SAULT DE STE. MARIE:--Petition of J. T. Brondgeest, and others, of Hamil- 
ton, in favor of constructing a canal round the Falls thereat, (19) 
ZA 25) SEC. 


SAULT DE STE. MARIE COPPER COMPANY:--Petition of James Cuthbertson, and 
others, for incorporation of the Sault de Ste. Marie Copper Company, 
(39) 381, (58) 472. Bill presented and. read, (59)4477. 


SCHOOLS:--Vide Education And Schools. 


SEAMEN:--House resolves to go into Committee, to consider of amending 
the Act regulating the shipping of Seamen; Considered, (59) 478. Res- 
olution reported and agreed to, (63-64) 497. Bill presented and read; 
Standing Rule suspended; Read second time; Engrossed; Passed, (64) 
a97. By the Council, (66) 559. Royal Assent, “(SOjq 660.45 (i iavice. 
Cape oo) 


SESSIONAL ALLOWANCE:--Vide Members. 


SHEFFORD ACADEMY:--Petition of Stephen S. Foster, and others, for aid to 
Chae Inset CULYOR | 24 jroo.) ol ous. 


SHERBROOKE ACADEMY:--Petition of the Trustees of that Institution for the 
usual "“aird, (28) 300, -641).2384. 


SHERBROOKE COTTON FACTORY:--Vide Accounts And Papers, C749 
SHERBROOKE COUNTY:--Vide Drummond And Sherbrooke. 
SHERBROOKE FOREST:--Vide Niagara District. 


SHIPPING:--Petition of A. Gaudry, and others, shipowners, &c., of the 
Ports of Quebec and Montreal, complaining of certain dues imposed on 
them, andiprayingirelie®, (3) eiGh (7 ye7o< 


SIMCOE DISTRICT:--Petition of the Simcoe District Council, stating that 
the grant of £30,000 for improving roads in that District was not ap- 
plied according to the intention of the Act, and praying relief, (39) 
360, (Coo) (as a 
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SMITH'S FALLS ROAD COMPANY:--Petition of James Shaw, and others, pray- 


ing to be incorporated as the Smith's Falls Road Company, (50) 420, 
(62) 493. 


SOLICITOR GENERAL:--Notice of Motion concerning making the office of 
Solicitor General non-political, 486. Amendment proposed, ((67)) 513. 
Previous Question moved; Amendment proposed; Motion of "Previous 
Question", agreed to, ((67)) 514. Withdrawal of Motion proposed, 
((67)) 514-539. Withdrawn Motion, ((67)) 539. 


SPEAKER:--His Excellency's pleasure signified that a Speaker be chosen, 
em oh ys 

------ Sir Allan Napier MacNab proposed as Speaker, (1) 1-4. The Hon. 
Augustin Norbert Morin proposed, (1) 4-7. Question that Sir Allan 
Napier MacNab be Speaker, negatived, on division, (1-2) 7. Mr. 

Morin elected, nem. con.; He returns his acknowledgments for the hon- 
or conferred upon jon tnim, (2) 8. 

eee re Speaker's speech to His Excellency, after his election; His Ex- 
cellency's reply, through the Speaker of the Council, (2) 13. 

------ Reports having attended His Excellency, (2) 13-14. 

= Reports His Excellency's Speech at the opening of the Session, (2- 
Bo) L4—155 

a Lays before the House, a report from the librarian, on the state 
of the library, (4-6) 41-46. 

ase Acquaints the House that recognizances have Been entered into, in 
Telation Co COnTLOvertea flections, (6) 74, (15) £59, (18) 242, (23) 
Coo.) Wee ty) ) Ooo, (oT CaCO. 

SSeaae Lays before the House various returns, statements, &c., viz.: Reg- 
istrar's report of bonds and securities; Statement of affairs of Mon- 
treal and Lachine Railroad; Return of property of Canada Baptist Mis- 
sionary Society, (15) 159. Statement of Champlain and St. Lawrence 
Railroad; Statement of Sherbrooke Cotton Factory, (18) 242. State- 
ment of Peterborough and Port Hope Railway Company, (23) 283. Accounts 
of Quebec Trinity House; Reports from Agricultural Societies; State- 
ment of Montreal High School; Reports of Commissioners of invalids and 
foundlings, Quebec; Statement of St. Lawrence and Atlantic Railroad 
Company, (27) 294. Accounts, Montreal roads, (28) 299. Schedule of 
Government debentures, (39) 380. Statements from banks and insur- 
ance offices; Statement of property of Mechanics' Institute of Mon- 
treal (Go) 02. 

one een Reports His Excellency's Answer to an Address, (22) 253. 

------ -Orders new writs for elections, (34) 318, (34-35) 318-319, (35) 
519. 320, (ol) 421... (67) 540, 540-541. 

ata Reports Messages from His Excellency, (41) 389, (52) 436-437, (57) 
470, (38).473, (80) 653-654. 

gars on Communicates a letter from the Civil Secretary, announcing His Ex- 
cellency's intention of proroguing the Legislature on the morrow, (71) 
607. 

Sees = His Address to His Excellency, on presenting the Supply Bill, (81) 


667. Vide Supply. 
------ Vide also, Addresses, To His Excellency, (13.) 


SPEECHES:--Vide Governor General; Speaker. 
SPIRITUOUS LIQUORS:--Petition of the Municipal Council, District of Niag- 
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ara, representing the injurious effect of the duty on spirits distilled 
in the Provineeyw( 2d) e000, (40) Saar 


STANDING COMMITTEE: --Vide Railways. 


STEPHENS, W. O.:--Notice of Question concerning Executive's connection 
with W. O. Stephens, and André Benjamin Papineau, 66. 


—----- Vide Addresses, To His Excellency, (1.) 


SUPPLY:--His Excellency's Speech taken into consideration, (38) 344. 

That a supply be granted to Her Majesty. Notice of Motion, 323. Mo- 
tion, (38) 344-366. To be considered in a Committee of the whole, 
(38) 367. Considered, (49) 411-412. Resolution, that a supply be 
granted to Her Majesty, reported and agreed to; House resolves to go 
into Committee, to consider of the said supply, (52) 437. Considera- 
tion postponed; Messages recommending an issue of debentures for 
£125,000 for Public Works, and the advance of that amount, and also 
of £140,000 for the service of 1848, referred, (59) 474. Order of 
the Day read, (67) 508. Considered, (67) 539-540. Two resolutions 
reported and agreed to, granting £125,000 for Public Works, and £140,000 
for expenses of the Government, (69) 560-579. House resolves to go 
into Committee to consider of ways and means for raising the supply; 
Considered, (69) 579. Two resolutions reported and agreed to, for 
raising the former sum by debenture, and granting the latter out of 
the Consolidated Revenue Fund, (69) 579-580. Vide below. 

------ Bili to defray certain expenses of the Government for 1848, pre- 
sented and read; Standing Rule suspended; Read second time; Engrossed, 
(69) 580. Passed, (71) 608. By the Council, (72) 609. Speaker ad— 
dresses His Excellency on presenting Bill, (81) 667. His Excellency's 
reply, through the Speaker of the Council; Royal Assent, (81) 667. 

CULV ic Scape toa) 

SSSSS= Bill for raising, on the credit of the Consolidated Revenue Fund, 

a sum of money required for the Public Service, presented and read; 
Standing Rule suspended; Read second time; Engrossed, (69) 580. 
Passed, (71) 608. By the Council, (72) 609. Royal Assent, €81), 666. 
CL VEC Ca Dado 


SURVEYORS:--Bill to make better provision respecting land surveyors and 
the admeasurement of lands in Lower Canada, presented and read, (9) 
79. Ordered for second reading, (22) 250, (60) 480. Order for second 
reading discharged, (64) 498. 

------ Petition of the Municipal Council, District of Niagara, for an amend- 
ment of the law relative to surveyors and admeasurement of lands, (28) 
300, (40) 363. 


TAVERN LICENCES:--Petition of Rev. A. Beaudry, and others, of Saguenay, 
praying that no tavern licences be granted without certificates from 
the Parish Officers, 1619) wZ4an(25) 287. 


TAXES:--Vide Mosa And Williams. 
TELEGRAPH LINES:--Vide Railways. 
TEMPERANCE HOUSES:--Vide Intemperance. 
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THOMPSON, MRS. HANNAH:--Petition of, for relief in regard to certain 
Lang eranced «to her late father, (18) 242, (24) 285. 


THOMPSON, JOSEPH RICHARD:--Petition of, for authority to practise as a 
Solicitor and Attorney in Upper Canada, (12) 132, (19) 244. 


TIMBER:--Bill to amend the Act regulating the culling and measurement of 
a timber, presented and read, (60) 478. 

------ Petition of J. B. Vachon, and others, cullers, of Quebec, for amend- 
ments to the Act regulating the measurement of timber, &c., (50) 420, 
(62), 493. 


TORONTO ATHENAEUM:--Petition of the President and Secretary of the To- 
ronto Athenaeum, for an Act of Incorporation, (24) 284, (31) 308. 
Bill presented and read, (48) 410. Read second time; Committed; Con- 
sidered; Reported; Engrossed, (61) 484. Passed, (62) 491. By the 
Counce (60) 559. “Royal “Assent, (60) 666. “(li Vic., “cap. 16%) 

------ Petitigom or iG. Pa Ridcut, for a iset) of the JOURNALS, or any other 
WOLKG, Or that institution, (28) 300, (40), 384. 


TORONTO CONSUMERS’ GAS COMPANY:--Petition of Charles Berczy, and others, 
for an Act of Incorporation as the Consumers' Gas Company of Toronto, 
(6) 74, (15) 160. Referred, (41) 384. Petition of Albert Furniss, 
on behalf of the Toronto Gas Light and Water Company, against, (50) 
420, (62) 493. Report a Bill, (48) 406. Ordered for second reading, 
(61) 483. Read second time; Committed; Considered; Reported; En- 
grossed, (64) 499. Petition of Albert Furniss, praying that the Bill 
may be recommitted, and that the above named Company may be heard by 
Counsel before the Committee, to represent the claims and rights of 
the Company, presented; Standing Rule suspended; Petition read; Bill 
recommitted, (65) 502. Motion, that Bill pass; Motion on title, (65) 
504. Motion, that it be recommitted, and that the Toronto Gas Light 
and Water Company be heard by Counsel against its provisions, nega- 
tived, on division, (65-66) 504-505. Bill passed, (66) 505. By the 
Counciiny (Gn) 559. Roya Ascent, (Gl) 606. (Cll Vic., ‘cap. 14.) 


TORONTO DRY DOCK COMPANY:--Petition of John Ewart, and others, for amend- 
ments to the Act incorporating the said Company, (39) 381, (58) 472. 
Referred, (63) 494. 


TORONTO HARBOUR:--Vide Addresses, To His Excellency, (4.) 

TOWNSHIP OFFICERS:--Petition of the Municipal Council, District of Wel- 
lington, for an amendment of the Township Officer's Act, so as to 
authorize the Township Clerks to receive the Returns of the Pathmas- 
terestpony their declaration. (6) -4/, (12) 9133. 


TRAFALGAR, ESQUESING, AND ERIN ROAD COMPANY:--Petition of the Company, 
praying that the Gore and Wellington District Councils may be allowed 
to take stock in the said Company, (22) 254, (26) 288. Referred, (37) 
333. Report, (47-48) 405-406. 


TRINITY HOUSES:--Vide Accounts And Papers, (9.) 
TUNKERS:--Vide Militia. 


TURNPIKE ROADS:--Vide Accounts And Papers, (15.); Montreal Turnpike Roads; 
Quebec Turnpike Roads; Waterloo And Hamilton Road. 





Ep? 


A 


UNITED STATES: —=—Vide Millie. 


UPTON: --Petition of F. A. M'Donald, and others, for annexation of certain 
ranges of that Township to the County of Shefford, (28) 300, (40) 383. 


USURY LAWS:--Petition of J. T. Brondgeest, and others, of Hamilton, for 
the repeal or amendment of the Usury Laws, (19) 243, (25) 286. 

——=——— Bill to amend the Laws against Usury. Notice of Motion, 66. In- 
sistence that this Motion take precedence over another, ((35)) 321. 
Bill presented and read, (37) 333. 


Ve 


VANSITTART, JOHN GEORGE:--Vide Election, Controverted, Oxford; House. 


VOLLER ((OR VOLLAR)), JAMES:--Petition of, for a retired allowance as a 
Messenger of the House, (24) 284, (30) 306. 


W. 


WATERLOO COUNTY:--Vide Addresses, To His Excellency, (7.) 


WATERLOO AND HAMILTON ROAD:--Bill to incorporate a Company to construct 
a turnpike road from Waterloo to Hamilton, presented and read, (52) 
wo 


WELLAND, RIVER:--Petitions for the deepening of the cut at the outlet of 
the River Welland, to render the vicinity more healthy: Of the Munic- 
ipal Council, District, off Niesara,w(28).S00.) (20)e Seay . Cig Simece 
Chapman, and others, (62), 491, (66). 506. 


WELLINGTON DISTRICT:--Petition of the Municipal Council, District of Wel- 
Lington,-e@gainst ea division-of the District, (6) 475° (2257 13a. 


WELLS, ALPHONSO:--Petition of, for remuneration for his services as a 
Commissioner respecting the ‘boundary line between Canada and New Bruns- 
wick, "CL2), 132-133 ,,. (20) 0245. 


WESTERN DISTRICT:--Petition of H. Jones, and others, for a division of 
the Western’ Districey1 8 jr242, 924) 235. 


WESTERN TELEGRAPH COMPANY:--Petition of Malcolm Cameron, and others, for 
an Act of Incorporation to construct a telegraph line from Hamilton 
to the south. end*or Lake’ Huron, {(19)-242,—-(25)- 2665 “Bil! to incor 
porate the Western Telegraph Company, presented and read, (48) 409. 
Read second time; Referred to the Committee on Railways and Telegraph 
Lines, (52) 438. Leave given to Committee to report thereon forth- 
with; Sixty-third Rule suspended; Reported; Committed, (59) 473. Con- 
sidered, (59) 473-474. Reported, (63) 496-497. Engrossed, (63) 497. 
Passed, (65) 503. By the Council, (6c) 559.- Royal Assent, (80) 666. 
(LE View capers) 


WESTON PLANK ROAD:--Motion concerning amendment of Weston Plank Road Bill; 
Motion rejected, 224. 


WHITBY AND PICKERING ROAD:--Bill to incorporate the Whitby and Pickering 


Toa 


Road Company, presented and read, (59) 477. 
WILLIAMS:--Vide Mosa And Williams. 


WRIGHT, RUGGLES:--Petition of, complaining that certain slides constructe 
by him at the Chaudiére Falls are rendered unprofitable by the con- 
struction of others by the Board of Works, and praying the Government 
to. purchase the same, (22) 254, (26) 28¢. 


WRITTEN MEMORANDA: --Bill to render written memoranda necessary in certain 
cases, presented and read, (59) 474. 
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